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Hieu Van Le to be appointed as South Australia’s next Governor 
 
Premier Jay Weatherill has announced that Her Majesty The Queen has approved the 
appointment of Mr Hieu Van Le AO as the next Governor of South Australia, beginning 2nd of 
September this year. 
 
Mr Le will succeed His Excellency Rear Admiral the Honourable Kevin Scarce AC CSC RANR, 
who has served in the role since August 2007. 
 
Professor Brenda Wilson, Chief Executive of the Cancer Council of South Australia will be 
appointed Lieutenant Governor of South Australia, succeeding Mr Le. 
 
Mr Weatherill said Mr Le’s appointment heralds an historic moment for South Australia. 
 
“It is a great honour to announce that Mr Hieu Van Le will be South Australia’s 35th Governor – 
the first Asian migrant to rise to the position of Governor in our State’s history,” Mr Weatherill 
said. 
 
“Mr Le has a story of great significance to South Australia – from arriving as a boat person in 
1977, advancing his education, establishing a family, rising through the ranks of business and 
community leadership, to becoming the Lieutenant Governor of South Australia. 
 
“Now, the next chapter in Mr Le’s incredible journey will be written when he is sworn in as 
Governor of South Australia in September.  
 
“He has already demonstrated an outstanding level of service to the community and I have no 
doubt that he will serve the role with great distinction - as he has done in the role of Lieutenant 
Governor since 2007.” 
 
At the time of his appointment as Lieutenant Governor, Mr Le was regarded as the first 
Vietnamese-born person in the world who had been appointed to a Vice Regal position. 
 
Mr Le said that he was deeply honoured, and at the same time, extremely humbled to be 
appointed to the position. 
 
“As a young “boat people” refugee, I arrived here 36 years ago with nothing but an invisible 
suitcase filled with dreams.  
 
“A dream to live in a peaceful, safe and free country and to live a meaningful and fulfilling life.  
 
“But to be bestowed with the greatest honour and the privilege of holding the Vice-Regal office 
is absolutely beyond my wildest dream.   
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“This appointment, however, says much more about our society than about me – It sends a 
powerful message affirming our inclusive and egalitarian society.  
 
“At the same time, this appointment represents a powerful symbolic acknowledgement of the 
contributions that all migrants and refugees have made and continuing to make to our State.  
 
“I strongly believe that this appointment also sends a positive message to people in many 
countries in the world, and in particular, our neighbouring countries in Asia Pacific region, of 
the inclusive and vibrant multicultural society of South Australia.”   
 
Professor Brenda Wilson will be sworn in as Lieutenant Governor in August 2014. 
 
Mr Weatherill said Professor Wilson’s appointment comes after more than 40 years of 
committed service to improve the health and wellbeing of South Australians. 
 
“It was my view that there is no one more appropriate and deserving of this appointment,” Mr 
Weatherill said. 
 
“Professor Wilson has a great passion for South Australia and has invested her life’s work into 
the improvement of health care in this State. 
 
“She has risen through the ranks to serve as the Chief Executive of the Cancer Council of 
South Australia for the last 10 years – where she will continue her passionate advocacy for 
Cancer awareness and research.” 
 
Mr Weatherill has paid tribute to His Excellency Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce as well as his wife 
Liz Scarce. 
  
“His Excellency and Mrs Scarce have been outstanding advocates for South Australia in their 
roles,” Mr Weatherill said. 
 
“I know many South Australians appreciate the contribution His Excellency has made as 
patron of more than 200 charities and organisations across the state. 
  
"He has been tireless in his efforts to support the economic and social wellbeing of South 
Australians – with a particular focus on the welfare of young people and the Aboriginal 
community.  
 
“His leadership in the defence industry and continued focus on South Australia’s economic 
future has also been of enormous value. 
  
“The Governor has also made a concerted effort to bring the people of South Australia into 
Government House and has opened the stories and history of the house to the people of this 
State. 
  
“On behalf of all South Australians, I offer my sincere gratitude to both His Excellency and Mrs 
Scarce and I look forward to paying them both further tributes in the coming weeks.” 
 
Further information regarding the swearing in ceremonies of Professor Wilson and Mr Le will 
be announced in the coming weeks. 
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Hieu Van Le AO 
 

 Was born in Quang Tri, Central Vietnam in 1954 (aged 60) 
 

 Is married to Lan, who came with him on the boat from Vietnam and they have two 
sons, Don and Kim (named after cricketers Don Bradman and Kim Hughes) 

 

 Holds a Degree in Economics and Accountancy and a Masters Degree in Business 
Administration (MBA) from the University of Adelaide 

 

 Is a member of the Certified Practising Accountants (CPA) and from 1991 has worked 
at the Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC) as the Senior Manager 
– Financial Services Regulation until his retirement in March 2009 

 

 Is a Patron or Honorary member of more than 30 organisations and an Ambassador for 
the White Ribbon Foundation, Australian Refugee Association and the Adelaide 
Convention Bureau 

 

 He was appointed as an Officer in the Order of Australia (A.O.) - on Australia Day 2010 
 

 He was awarded with: 
 

 the  Australia Day Medal for outstanding service to the Australian Securities and 
Investments Commission 

 

 Australian Centenary Medal "for service to the advancement of multiculturalism in 
Australia” in 2001 

 

 Honorary Doctorate for service to the society – awarded by the University of 
Adelaide in 2008 and by Flinders University in 2011 

 

 He will commence his term as Governor of South Australia on 2 September 2014. 
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Professor Brenda Wilson 
 
Born, Ruabon, Wales, in 1954 (aged 60) 
 

 Has worked in the health industry since 1971 
 

 Trained as a nurse at Royal Adelaide Hospital and has worked in a range of clinical, 
management and executive positions, including: 

 

 Executive Director, Nursing, Midwifery and Patient Services at Flinders Medical 
Centre (1995–2002) 

 

 Executive Director of Nursing, Lyell McEwin Health Service (1994) 
 

 Chief Executive Officer and Director of Nursing, Hampstead Rehabilitation Hospital 
(1989–1993) 

 

 Holds a Diploma of Applied Science (Nursing), Bachelor of Business (Health) and an 
MBA 

 

 Graduate of the Wharton School of Management 
 

 Recipient of the 2000 Telstra Business Women’s Award, Corporate and Government 
Sector and a Johnson and Johnson fellowship 
 

 A fellow of the College of Nursing and the Australian Institute of Company Directors 
 

 Is a past member of the Board of Burnside Hospital, Adelaide (2003-2011) 
 

 Appointed to the position of Chief Executive, Cancer Council SA in February 2003 
 

 Will be sworn in as Lieutenant Governor of South Australia in August 2014. 


