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LEFT: Curious dot formation (see arrow) as it appears on 
NASA satellite photo — scale 150,000:1. RIGHT, OPPOSITE 
PAGE: Blow-up ol this formation. Length of enclosing oval 
formation 3 kms. BELOW: Photo of petroglyph, located 8 
kms. from the dots, with schematic ol rock carvings. 

show ten black dots. Originally, it was 
thought that they might be shadowy de
pressions or possibly water. However, 
since the dots have shown up on infra
red composite photographs as white, like 
the mountains, this theory was discarded. 
Also, photo enlargements have revealed 
these dark areas to be shadows of larger 
structures, probably stone, measuring 
150-200 meters in diameter. 

Exactly what they are is not known. 
The Interamerican Geographic Institute 
is currently mapping this region.- The 
institute's chief engineer, A.T. Tizando, 
said after a careful examination of the 
entire mountain range: "We have never 
seen anything like this before." It is, of 
course, possible that they are a mere 
chance geological formation. Nonetheless, 
for the moment, several factors argue 
against this interpretation. 

Firstly, no other similar formation has 
been found on either side of this par
ticular mountain range, and a close study 
of other mountain ranges has not pro
duced anything that resembles this fea
ture. Secondly, the probability of five 
pairs of massive rock formations aligning 
themselves in this fashion is small. Third
ly, the distance between each pair of 
dots measured vertically seems to be 
equal. And finally, the location of these 
dots within the enclosing horseshoe-

-ĵ -ir l^i." ? - : - ._ \f£& 

r~i 

ON December 30, 1975, the sophisti
cated camera aboard an ERTS sa

tellite, whirling miles above a small sec
tion of southeastern Peru at latitude 
13° south, snapped photographs on four 
wavelengths. These photos, along with 
thousands of others, were beamed to 
earth and relayed to the giant NASA 
computer installation in the United 
States, to be used for a mammoth study 
of hydrological and agricultural resour
ces. Each photo was numbered, index
ed, and filed. 

In May 1976, Rodolfo Bragagnini re
quested copies of several photos of the 
upper Madre de Dios region of south
eastern Peru. He was not, however, look
ing for water or a better place to grow 
potatoes. On photograph number C-Sll-
32W071-03 he found what he was look
ing for. 
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This photograph discloses the presence 
of an unusual formation at the base of 
the Pantiacolla Mountains. Reproduced 
on these pages is the photograph (at a 
scale roughly 150,000:1) taken on wave
length 7 — a band especially suited for 
topographic analysis. This wavelength 
cuts through most of the thick jungle 
vegetation, and thus, gives a clear black 
outline of rivers, lakes, and other bodies 
of water. On the other hand, mountains 
and rock will reflect light and show up 
white, outlined by darker shadows. 

Located somewhat right of center, near 
the base of the central mountain range 
shown in this photo, is an amphitheater-
shaped outcropping. The area circum
scribed by this eliptical formation encom
passes some three square kilometers. 
Within this oval are ten unexplained dots. 

At first glance, the photo seems to 



shaped embankments at either end and 
on top of a possibly protective plateau 
seems curious at least. 

None of the above observations is in
compatible with a naturally occurring 
geological formation. But taken toge
ther, they would seem to indicate that 
these dots are man-made. 

In February 1966, Rodolfo Bragagnini, 
a graduate engineer from the University 
of Lima, got together with five other 
amateur archaeologists to found the In
stitute for the Investigation of Andean 
Archaeology (INIARA). Last year, after 
working out the dimensions of the dots 
in the NASA photograph and consider
ing that they might represent an undis
covered archaeological site, he offered 
two startling comparisons for considera
tion. The entire complex comprises an 
area three times the size of Machu Pic-
chu. Each dot represents an object only 
marginally smaller than the Great Py
ramid of Cheops in Egypt. 

Bragagnini has been interested in this 
specific region of Peru for many years. 
Born and raised near Cuzco, he knew 
that the area abounded in Inca ruins, 
and that the terrain is some of the most 
impenetrable in the Peruvian jungle. The 
density of the overgrowth and the abun
dance of poisonous snakes makes ex
ploration difficult at best. People have 
been known to walk over ruins without 
knowing it. In fact, Bragagnini was near
ly killed on one of his early expeditions 
when he almost stepped unaware off a 
nine meter cliff overhanging a river. 

Bragagnini had two indications from 
personal experience that this area of the 

upper Madre de Dios might be important 
archaeologically. The first was hardly 
substantial. As a boy, Machiguenga In
dians told him of a fabulous fortress 
within a week's journey of his family's 
ranch. Years later, as his interest in 
archaeology grew, he realized that there 
were many such legends of lost cities. 
Nevertheless, he knew that there were 
numerous ruins around his home. He 
explored the area, turning up ancient 
reservoirs, an Inca road, and other dis
coveries. He assumed that the Indian 
story probably had some grain of truth, 
though likely blown out of proportion. 
Still, he thought, Machu Picchu was dis
covered as the result of legend and as 
late as 1911. 

The second clue was more tangible — 
the discovery of a giant petroglyph (see 
photo), 4 meters high and 13 meters 
long. INIARA has confirmed that this 
petroglyph is within 8 kilometers of the 
dots. In the photograph, several carved 
figures can be seen. Paces, animals, and 
some geometric designs are most obvi
ous. The schematic, drawn at the site, 
gives a better idea of the complicated 
markings. The significance and age of 
the drawings has not been determined. 

An explanation of the dots will require 
on-site inspection. The Machiguenga story 
of a fabulous fortress alone would be 
interesting, but not merit an expensive 
scientific expedition. However, when the 
legend is given some support by space-
age teclinology, coupled with the nearby 
discovery of a giant petroglyph, the im
plication is clear. Expert investigation 
is called for. 

INIARA has made preliminary investi
gations near the area of the dots and 
came back with some important back
ground information. They feel that the 
time has come for professional archaeolo
gists and geologists to join the next 
search. They have tentatively planned a 
major expedition into this area during 
June and July 1978. Experts in these 
fields are invited to submit their cre
dentials. 

In summary, the existence of such 
structures or formations individually the 
size of the Great Pyramid, collectively 
three times greater than Machu Picchu, 
merits attention. If they are massive rock 
formations, they are unique. If they are, 
as some investigators believe, traces of a 
lost civilization, they may be one of the 
most important archaeological discover
ies of the century. 


