TOP STORIES: 21-27 June 2014

Juncker nominated by European Council: The centre-right lead candidate in the European
elections, Jean-Claude Juncker, has been overwhelmingly endorsed by the European Council
to be the next President of the European Commission. After weeks of negotiations on the
matter, the British Prime Minister, David Cameron, was joined only by Hungary in opposing
Juncker. Cameron vowed to fight “until the end” to prevent the nomination but failed, stating
that he would do the same again and questioning the decision given doubts among other EU
leaders about Juncker’s candidacy. Cameron reiterated his view that the choice of Juncker
would harm the prospects of the UK staying in the EU. Juncker now faces a vote in the
European Parliament on 16 July, the same day as another summit that will discuss other EU
top jobs. Links: European Voice; EUObserver; Europolitics; EurActiv; EurActiv; EurActiv;
Euronews; Bloomberg; Belfast Telegraph; EurActiv; Europolitics; EUObserver; EUObserver;
BBC News; The Guardian

‘Grand coalition’ agreed, Schulz to become Parliament President again: The European
People’s Party, the Socialists and the Liberals have reached a deal for a pro-European
majority in the European Parliament. The deal will support the appointment of key personnel
in the European institutions, including Jean-Claude Juncker as Commission President. At a
meeting in Paris last Sunday, centre-left leaders of several countries agreed to support
Juncker but expect to get other jobs in return for their support, including the presidency of
the European Parliament for Martin Schulz for the first half of the upcoming parliament. The
Greens criticised the negotiations and argue that the Parliament should decide
parliamentary positions. Links: EurActiv; Europe Decides Twitter; EUObserver; EUObserver;
EPP Group; EurActiv; EurActiv; EPP Group; Europolitics; Financial Times; Europolitics;
Europolitics; S&D; EUObserver; Greens/EFA

Germany puts Oettinger forward for second term as EU commissioner: German Chancellor
Angela Merkel has decided to nominate the current Energy Commissioner, Ginther
Oettinger, for a second term in the same office. Oettinger has repeatedly been at odds with
the German government over the country’s energy transformation (Energiewende) and is
criticised by Greens for supposedly not providing sufficient support for renewable sources of
energy. While Oettinger's nomination and his future policy area is not yet determined, the
move is intended to ensure German control over the energy portfolio and was made possible
as part of a broader deal with the German Social Democrats, under which Martin Schulz
resumes his role as European Parliament President. Links: European Voice; EurActiv;
EurActiv; European Voice; Europolitics

Dutch, French far-right fail to form group: France’s Marine Le Pen and the Netherlands’
Geert Wilders will not have a group in the next European Parliament after they failed to
secure members from enough countries. Negotiations will continue to try to form a group in
the coming months. Links: EurActiv; European Voice; EUObserver; Europolitics; European
Voice; European Voice; European Voice

EFD group votes to change name: The Europe of Freedom and Democracy (EFD) Group,
headed by Nigel Farage of the UK Independence Party, announced that the Group’s nhame
will change to ‘Europe of Freedom and Direct Democracy’. The addition of the word ‘Direct’
reflects the addition of Italy’s Five Star Movement, which has used direct democracy as a
fundamental tool of engagement throughout their campaign. Links: European Voice; BBC
News

europedecides.eu m

@europedecides Burson-Marsteller



http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/cameron-to-force-vote-on-juncker-at-eu-summit/
http://euobserver.com/eu-elections/124718
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/cameron-ask-vote-juncker
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/vote-looms-next-eu-commission-chief-cameron-raises-stakes-303033
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/eu-diplomats-struggle-understand-camerons-strategy-juncker-303045
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/why-cameron-should-accept-juncker-302964
http://www.euronews.com/newswires/2562704-eu-should-outvote-cameron-to-elect-juncker-austrian-chancellor/
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-06-23/cameron-seeks-bright-fresh-faces-instead-of-juncker.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/uk/fight-to-the-end-on-juncker-pm-30375924.html
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/cameron-vows-fight-juncker-end-303079
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/london-risks-total-isolation-over-opposition-juncker
http://euobserver.com/eu-elections/124752
http://euobserver.com/tickers/124748
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-28049375
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jun/27/david-cameron-loses-jean-claude-juncker-vote-eu?CMP=twt_gu
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/centre-left-backs-juncker-man-compromise-303072
https://twitter.com/EurActiv/status/481717104161607680
http://euobserver.com/tickers/124734
http://euobserver.com/eu-elections/124688
http://eppgroup.eu/pl/press-release/EPP-Group-Chairman-to-start-negotiations-with-S%26D?usebuid=1904
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/socialist-leaders-back-juncker-want-other-top-jobs-302977?utm_source=EurActiv+Newsletter&utm_campaign=1f194a3af9-newsletter_daily_update&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bab5f0ea4e-1f194a3af9-245763525
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-priorities-2020/grand-coalition-accord-draws-near-eu-parliament-303041
http://eppgroup.eu/pl/press-release/EPP-S%26D-make-significant-progress-in-shaping-stable-majority?usebuid=1911
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/juncker-will-have-very-large-majority-parliament
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/163d2d98-f962-11e3-a412-00144feab7de.html#axzz35k593EkY
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/socialist-heads-state-back-junckers-bid-presidency
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/schulz-president-spite-all
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/newsroom/martin-schulz-our-future-must-be-built-strong-european-programme-change
http://euobserver.com/eu-elections/124720
http://www.greens-efa.eu/machtpoker-um-eu-spitzenposten-12525.html
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/oettinger-to-remain-energy-commissioner/
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/germanys-top-eu-official-brussels-wins-backing-second-term-303039
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/defence-minister-junckers-favourite-german-commission-post-302954
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/spd-drops-demand-for-commission-job/
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/spd-ready-compromise
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/dutch-french-far-right-fail-form-european-parliament-group-303009
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/le-pen-and-wilders-fail-to-form-far-right-group/
http://euobserver.com/eu-elections/124719
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/far-right-has-no-group-yet-negotiations-continue
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/parliament-negotiations-end-with-53-non-aligned-meps/
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/parliament-negotiations-end-with-53-non-aligned-meps/
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/last-minute-attempts-to-form-political-groups/
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/gains-and-losses-on-the-far-right/
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/efd-group-votes-to-change-name/
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-27973093
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-27973093

ALSO IN THE NEWS

Stubb takes over as Finnish prime minister, Katainen to Brussels: On Monday 23 June Alexander Stubb was
sworn in as the new Finnish Prime Minister. Stubb, who heads the centre-right National Coalition Party (NCP),
replaces lJyrki Katainen, who will replace (pending European Parliament approval) Olli Rehn as interim
Commissioner for Economic and Monetary Affairs, and who is likely to be renominated to the next European
Commission. Links: European Voice; New Europe; Reuters; Europolitics; EurActiv; Europe Decides Twitter

Funding and committee posts to be distributed based on final group count: European Parliament political group
leaders continue to negotiate on which of their members will be assigned to the 20 parliamentary committees as
the chairmanships of the committees are agreed. The EPP notably take Foreign Affairs, Environment and
Industry, the Socialists Economic and Monetary Affairs, Civil Liberties and International Trade, the Liberals
Budgets, and the Conservatives (ECR) Internal Market and Consumer Protection. Last-minute changes in the
groups include the move of Brian Crowley from the Liberals (ALDE) to the ECR Group, and the addition of
Romanian Mircea Diaconu to the ALDE Group. Links: European Voice; Europolitics; Europe Decides Twitter;
Europe Decides Twitter; Irish Times; RTE News; European Voice; European Voice; Europe Decides Twitter;

France’s UMP moves to expel newly-elected MEP: Jérome Lavrilleux, a new MEP from France’s centre-right UMP,
has been suspended from the party UMP due to his alleged involvement in irregular payments during Nicolas
Sarkozy’s 2012 presidential campaign. However, Lavrilleux is still in on course to take up his seat as an MEP
next week. Link: European Voice

Greens back Lunacek and radical left Iglesias in race for Parliament presidency: Austrian Ulrike Lunacek has
been nominated as the Greens/EFA Group candidate for the presidency of the European Parliament, joining
Spanish Podemos member Pablo Iglesias (the candidate of the GUE/NGL Group) and British Conservative Sajjad
Karim in opposing the favourite for the job, German Social Democrat Martin Schulz. Links: The Local;
Greens/EFA; Greens/EFA; GUE/NGL, European Parliament

Polish tape scandal may lead to snap election: Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk won a vote of confidence in
the national parliament despite a scandal over leaked recordings of conversations involving senior ministers. In
a statement, Tusk called on Wprost magazine to release all recordings and noted that the revelations aimed to
weaken the government during the Ukrainian crisis. Among the revelations was a tape of Foreign Minister
Radoslaw Sikorski crticising David Cameron, and his statements may taint his reputation and undermine his
aspirations to become Catherine Ashton’s successor as EU High Representative. The political atmosphere in
Poland remains tense and analysts foresee snap elections in the fall. Links: EUObserver; EUObserver; Deutsche
Welle; EUObserver; Deutsche Welle; Reuters; Bloomberg

Romanian parliament calls on President to step down: Romania's parliament has passed a non-binding
resolution calling on President Traian Basescu to step down following the arrest of his brother for allegedly
accepting bribes from a mobster and accusations that his son-in-law used forged documents to obtain damages.
Basescu has ruled out standing down. Link: EurActiv

Court throws out legal challenge by Wilders: The European Court of Justice (ECJ) has ruled against the request
made by Dutch far-right leader Geert Wilders to allow him to sit in both the Dutch national and European
parliaments. Wilders appealed to the ECJ on the basis of a Dutch law but his request was declared inadmissible
by the ECJ because Wilders had given insufficient information on his application. Link: European Voice

Flemish nationalist spat hits EU scene: Karel De Gucht, the EU Trade Commissioner, has criticised the choice
made by the New Flemish Alliance (N-VA) to join the European Conservatives and Reformists (ECR) Group rather
than the Liberal formation. He said it was a shame that a leading Belgian party had decided to join a Eurosceptic
group. Meanwhile the N-VA leader, Bart De Wever, has been unable to form a government in Belgium. King
Philippe will now restart consultations, with analysts believing that he may turn to outgoing Prime Minister Elio Di
Rupo to start coalition talks. Links: EurActiv; Reuters

Czech barrier may be lifted: A Czech administrative court is proposing to cancel the country’s five per cent
threshold for representation in the European Parliament. The decision has been made in response to a
complaint lodged by the Greens who (along with the Pirate Party) would have gained an EP seat if no arbitrary
threshold had been set. Link: Prague Post
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http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/stubb-takes-over-as-finnish-prime-minister/
http://www.neurope.eu/article/new-conservative-led-coalition-takes-over-finland-after-resignation-prime-minister
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/06/24/us-finland-government-idUSKBN0EZ0WM20140624?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/stubb-appoints-his-replacement-mep
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/euro-finance/outgoing-finland-pm-named-key-eu-economics-post-303064
https://twitter.com/BarrosoEU/status/481758238246187008
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/funding-and-committee-posts-doled-out-based-on-final-group-count/
http://europolitics.info/eu-governance/alde-has-67-meps-now
https://twitter.com/EuropeDecides/status/481460090902687744
https://twitter.com/UGambini/status/481459203253751810
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/brian-crowley-rumoured-to-be-moving-to-new-group-in-eu-parliament-1.1841643
http://www.rte.ie/news/2014/0623/625874-fianna-fail-europe/
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/irish-mep-leaves-alde-for-ecr-group/
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/ecr-supplants-alde-as-the-parliaments-third-largest-group/
https://twitter.com/EuropeDecides/status/481437456957726720
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/frances-ump-moves-to-expel-newly-elected-mep/
http://www.thelocal.at/20140625/eu-greens-elect-lunacek-as-candidate
http://www.greens-efa.eu/european-parliament-presidency-12532.html
http://www.greens-efa.eu/eu-summit-12529.html
http://guengl.eu/news/article/gue-ngl-news/pablo-iglesias-elected-candidate-for-the-presidency-of-the-european-parliam
http://www.elections2014.eu/en/news-room/content/20140625STO50506/html/Gabriele-Zimmer-re-elected-as-GUENGL-group-chair
http://euobserver.com/tickers/124675
http://euobserver.com/tickers/124717
http://www.dw.de/curious-wiretapping-affair-rocks-polish-government/a-17730517
http://www.dw.de/curious-wiretapping-affair-rocks-polish-government/a-17730517
http://euobserver.com/foreign/124695
http://www.dw.de/tusk-government-survives-confidence-vote-in-poland-parliament/a-17737038
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/06/25/us-poland-tapes-confidencevote-idUSKBN0F02S020140625
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-06-22/poland-s-tusk-faces-down-rising-call-for-snap-election.html
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/elections/romanian-parliament-calls-president-step-down-303076
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/court-throws-out-legal-challenge-by-wilders/
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-elections-2014/flemish-nationalist-spat-hits-eu-scene-303005
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/06/25/us-belgium-politics-idUSKBN0F018020140625?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
http://praguepost.com/czech-news/39774-the-czech-republic-s-5-percent-barrier-for-ep-elections-may-be-lifted

