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INTRODUCTION 

Joan M. Krauskopf was a law professor at the University of Missouri-Columbia.  Her 
papers relate to the women's movement, the campaign to pass the Equal Rights Amendment in 
Missouri and in the U.S. Congress, and her specialty of family law.  Included in the collection are 
correspondence, promotional literature, articles by Krauskopf, and many articles and newspaper 
clippings. 
 
DONOR INFORMATION 

The Joan M. Krauskopf Papers were donated to the University of Missouri by Joan M. 
Krauskopf on 26 May 1987 (Accession No. 4774).  An addition to the papers was made on 1 June 
1987 (Accession No. 4779). 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Joan M. Krauskopf was born 24 April 1932 in Canton, Ohio.  She received her Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Ohio University in 1954.  Krauskopf attended law school at U.C.L.A from 
1954-1955 and graduated summa cum laude from The Ohio State University College of Law in 
1957.  She gained admittance to the Ohio bar in 1958, to the Colorado bar in 1961, and to the 
Missouri bar in 1969. 

Krauskopf served as an instructor at The Ohio State University College of Law from 
1957-1959 and earned a promotion to Assistant Professor in 1959.  She moved to the University 
of Colorado School of Law where she was a research and teaching assistant to Dean Edward King.  
She was also a part-time employee with the law firm of Dolan, King, Dolan, and Bryans. 

The University of Missouri School of Law hired Krauskopf as a part-time instructor in 
1963 and promoted her to Professor in 1974.  Her primary interest areas included family law and 
human rights.  While in Missouri, Krauskopf was a member of many organizations:  Missouri 
Bar Association, American Association of University Professors, Rockbridge PTA, Social Action 
Committee, Governor's Committee for Children and Youth, and the Law Review Committee 
(Chair).  

In 1987 Joan Krauskopf and her husband, a psychology professor, took jobs at The Ohio 
State University in Columbus, Ohio. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

The Joan Miday Krauskopf papers include correspondence, articles, and informational 
literature related to the Equal Rights Amendment and to women's rights issues from 1970 to 1982.  
The collection is divided into three series:  Equal Rights Amendment, Professional, and 
University. 

The Equal Rights Amendment series contains folders on various topics arranged in 
alphabetical order that relate to the women's rights movement and to efforts to pass the Equal 
Rights Amendment in Missouri and in the U.S. Congress.   Correspondents include state 
legislators, legal colleagues like Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and national figures like U.S. Senator Birch 
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Bayh (the ERA sponsor).  The bulk of the series consists of brochures and magazine and 
newspaper articles expressing opinions for and against the ERA.  Krauskopf testified before the 
Missouri legislature from 1973-1977 when the ERA came to a vote.  Copies of her testimonies, 
correspondence, and articles/statements appear throughout the topical folders.   

The Professional series contains materials organized alphabetically by topic which relate 
to Krauskopf''s legal career.  Present are materials from legal seminars, meetings, conferences, 
and miscellaneous organizations.  Krauskopf served on the Family Law Committee of the 
Missouri Bar Association and on its Subcommittees on Substance, on the Uniform Marriage and 
Divorce Act, and on the Study to Specific Statutory Changes.  Krauskopf was considered a 
potential nominee for Judge to the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals.  She was not recommended to 
President Jimmy Carter as a nominee and her statements regarding this process appear in the 
series. 
  Also in the Professional series are materials collected when she served as Convenor for the 
Missouri State Women's Meeting which took place in 1977 as part of International Women's Year.  
Items include her work with this meeting and with the Missouri State Coordinating Committee. 

The University series is also arranged alphabetically by topic and reflects Krauskopf's 
activities as a faculty member with the University of Missouri School of Law.  The syllabi and 
notes are present that she used in teaching a section of the Women's Studies Course on Women and 
the Law.  There is also correspondence regarding her article "Sex Discrimination--Another 
Shibboleth Legally Shattered."  The final portion of the series contains meeting minutes and 
materials relating to her service on the Chancellor's Committee on the Status of Women. 
FOLDER LIST 
 
ERA Series 
 
f. 1  ERA--Anti Sex Discrimination--Laws and Regulations 
f. 2 ERA--Attitudes/Memorandum 
f. 3 ERA--Boycott 
f. 4 ERA--Clippings (1980) 
f. 5 ERA--Contra--Support and Child Custody 
f. 6 ERA--Correspondence, 1972 
f. 7 ERA--Correspondence, 1973 
f. 8 ERA--Correspondence, 1974 
f. 9 ERA--Correspondence, 1975 
f. 10 ERA--Correspondence, 1976 
f. 11 ERA--Correspondence, 1981 
f. 12 ERA--Correspondence, 1983 
f. 13 ERA--Correspondence, n.d 
f. 14 ERA--Credit for Women 
f. 15 ERA--Criminal Code; Non Support 
f. 16 ERA--Discrimination/Constitutional 
f. 17 ERA--Effects of 
f. 18 ERA--Employment 
f. 19 ERA--Extension 
f. 20 ERA--Families/Support 
f. 21 ERA--Family Law--Unjust 
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f. 22 ERA--FOCUS/Midwest 
f. 23 ERA--General 
f. 24 ERA--General 
f. 25 ERA--General/Pro 
f. 26 ERA--Homosexual Marriages 
f. 27 ERA--Jury--Sex and Unbiased 
f. 28 ERA--Martha Movement 
f. 29 ERA--Military 
f. 30 ERA--Miscellaneous 
f. 31 ERA--Miscellaneous 
f. 32 ERA--Miscellaneous 
f. 33 ERA--Miscellaneous 
f. 34 ERA--Missouri--Equal Protection 
f. 35 ERA--Missouri Legislators' Statements 
f. 36 ERA--Pro and Con 
f. 37 ERA--Names/Surnames 
f. 38-39 ERA--National 
f. 40 ERA--Pamphlets, Brochures 
f. 41 ERA--Personal Efforts, 1977 
f. 42 ERA--Physical Characteristics and Abortion 
f. 43 ERA--Pro--Support 
f. 44 ERA--Progress and History 
f. 45 ERA--Religion 
f. 46 ERA--Rescission and Referendum 
f. 47 ERA--Right Wing Groups 
f. 48 ERA--Senate Judiciary Report 
f. 49 ERA--Single-Sex Private Institutions--State Activity 
f. 50 ERA--States' Rights 
f. 51-53 ERA--Talks/Notes 
f. 54 ERA--Testimonies/Articles/Statements by Krauskopf 
f. 55 ERA--Testimony, 1973, 1974 
f. 56 ERA--Testimony, 1975 
f. 57 ERA--Testimony, 2 February 1977 
f. 58 ERA--Testimony, 1980 
f. 59 ERA--Transfer Tax 
f. 60 "The Equal Rights Amendment" by J. M. Krauskopf 
f. 61 Missouri League of Women Voters 
f. 62 Missouri NOW 
f. 63 Newsletters, Journals, etc. 
f. 64-65 NOW Legal Defense and Education Fund 
f. 66-67 NOW Miscellaneous 
f. 68-69 Stop ERA 
f. 70 Women's Liberation, Miscellaneous 
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Professional Series 
 
f. 71 Campaign Planning 
f. 72 The 11th National Conference on Women and the Law 
f. 73 Equal Employment Seminar 
f. 74 History of the Missouri Commission on Human Rights, 1958-1972 
f. 75 Krauskopf Statement concerning Judgeship of 8th District Court of Appeals 
f. 76-77 Labor Law Conference 
f. 78 Missouri Bar Association--Family Law Committee  
f. 79 Missouri Bar Association--Family Law Committee--Subcommittee on Substance 
f. 80 Missouri Bar Association--Family Law Committee--Subcommittee to Study Specific 

Statutory Changes 
f. 81-83 Missouri Bar Association--Family Law Committee--Uniform Marriage and Divorce 

Act Subcommittee  
f. 84 Missouri State Human Rights Conference  
f. 85 National Commission on the Observance of International Women's Year 
f. 86 National Commission on the Observance of International Women's Year--People 
f. 87 National Commission on the Observance of International Women's Year--Manual for 

Coordinating Committees, 1976 
f. 88 National Commission on the Observance of International Women's Year--Coordinat-

ing Committee for Missouri State Women's Meeting, 1977 
f. 89 U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, Missouri Advisory Committee 
f. 90 "Women in Passage", Conference, 1976 
 
University Series 
 
f. 91 Chancellor's Committee on the Status of Women 
f. 92 Chancellor's Committee on the Status of Women--Salary Equalization 
f. 93 Chancellor's Committee on the Status of Women--Codebook of Chancellor's Commit-

tee Results 
f. 94 Chancellor's Committee on the Status of Women--Preliminary Report, 1 March 1974 
f. 95 Chancellor's Committee on the Status of Women--Report, 1974-1975 
f. 96 "Sex Discrimination--Another Shibboleth Legally Shattered" -- Correspondence 
f. 97 Women--Law--Discrimination 
f. 98 Women--Law--Employment 
f. 99 Women's Studies Course--Discrimination and Liberation 
 
INDEX TERMS 
 

Subject Folders Image 
Divorce--Law and legislation 5,15,20,78-83  
Equal Rights Amendment 1-99  
Equal Rights Amendment--Missouri 1-99  
Equal Rights Amendment--Missouri 41 y 
Homosexuality--Law and legislation 26  
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Subject Folders Image 
International Women's Year--Missouri State Coordinating Committee 85-88  
Krauskopf, Joan Miday (1932- ) 1-99  
League of Women Voters, Missouri 22, 61  
Missouri Bar Association, Family Law Committee 78-83  
Missouri State Human Rights Conference, 1980 84  
Missouri. General Assembly, 77th, Senate, Rules Committee, Hearing on Equal 
Rights Amendment 

55  

Missouri. General Assembly, 78th, Senate, Constitutional Amendments Committee 56  
Missouri. General Assembly, 79th, Senate, Constitutional Amendments Committee 57  
Missouri. General Assembly, 80th, Senate, Constitutional Amendments Committee 58  
National Organization for Women 62, 64-67  
National Organization for Women, Legal Defense and Education Fund 64-65  
National Organization for Women, Missouri 62  
Schlafly, Phyllis (1924- ) 1-99  
Sex discrimination 1, 15, 96-99  
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, Missouri Advisory Committee 89  
University of Missouri-Columbia, Chancellor's Committee on the Status of Women 91-95  
University of Missouri-Columbia, Women's Studies 99  
Women in the military 29  
Women--Civil rights 1-99  
Women--Employment 18, 98  
Women's movement 1-99  
 


