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INTRODUCTION

Correspondence, letter books, and official papers of Brigadier General Thomas Adams
Smith, a professional soldier who served in Florida during the War of 1812 and on the Canadian
front protecting civilians.

DONOR INFORMATION

The Thomas Adams Smith Papers were donated to the State Historical Society of Mis-
souri by the Smith family in 1905. An addition to the collection was purchased by the society on
22 January 1976 (SHS Accession No. 3983).

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Thomas Adams Smith was born at "Piscataway," the Essex County, Virginia, family es-
tate on August 12, 1781, the fifth of seven children born to Francis Smith and Lucy Wilkinson
Smith of Wilkes County, Georgia. Francis Smith was the grandson of Revolutionary War soldier
and member of the Virginia House of Burgesses, Colonel Francis Smith; nephew of Colonel
Meriwether Smith, Continental Congress and House of Burgesses; and cousin to Virginia Gov-
ernor George William Smith. Smith married Cynthia Berry of Knoxville, Tennessee, the third
daughter of Brigadier General James White and his wife Mary Lawson White, on September 17,
1807. The couple had eight children: Lucy Anne, James White, Mary Lawson, Hugh Lawson,
Reuben, Crawford Early, Troup, and Cynthia White. See C0166, Thomas Adams Smith (1858-
1919) Papers, for an in-depth genealogy of the Smith family.

Thomas Adams Smith entered the U.S. Army as an ensign and was commissioned second
lieutenant of artillery on December 15, 1803, and captain of rifles on May 8, 1808. Smith was
promoted to colonel while serving in the U.S. Army in East Florida in 1812. With the opening
of hostilities in the War of 1812, Smith's regiment was ordered to the North, and took part in the
engagements at Plattsburg, Sackett's Harbor and Burlington. By November 1813 he had been
transferred to Sacketts Harbor, New York, and promoted to brigadier general. He was sent to
Camp Champlain in 1814 where he and a group of riflemen protected the area from the Fox, Sac,
and Potawatomi Indians. From 1815 to 1817 General Smith was stationed in St. Louis, the dis-
trict headquarters for the Ninth Military Department. His jurisdiction included Forts Armstrong,
Clark, Crawford, Edwards, Osage, and later Bellefontaine.

He resigned as commander-in-chief of the territories of Missouri and Illinois from Fort
Bellefontaine in September 1818 to assume the position of receiver of public monies at the land
office at Franklin, Missouri. He was considered by William Henry Harrison as the most accom-
plished officer in the service and Fort Smith, Arkansas, is named in his honor.

General Smith and his family lived in Franklin until he purchased land in Saline County
in 1829. Thomas Adams Smith died at "Experiment,” his estate in Saline County, Missouri, on
June 25, 1844.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The Thomas Adams Smith Papers contains military correspondence, letter books, and
official papers of a professional soldier and are loosely arranged in three series:

Military Correspondence

Official Papers

Letter books

The Military Correspondence dates from 1798 to 1815 and contains correspondence
written by army officers to Smith and primarily pertains to military appointments, orders, troop
movements, courts martial, negotiations with Native Americans, and the defense and protection
of the inhabitants of East Florida. The series includes letters to Smith from army personnel dur-
ing his service as commander-in-chief of the Illinois and Missouri territories.

After Smith resigned his army commission he assumed the position of receiver of public
monies when the Franklin, Missouri, land office opened November 1, 1818. Correspondence
and official papers dating from 1819 to 1864 comprise the Official Papers series. Some letters
in this series are written from former army associates but most are from friends commenting on
state and national elections, Missouri's statehood, the candidacy and election of Alexander
McNair for governor of Missouri, the election of Benton and Barton as United States senators
from Missouri, and warnings of a British attack on the U.S. by way of Savannah, Georgia. Addi-
tional correspondence concerns land patents, notes, mortgages, general instructions for the depu-
ty surveyor and general land and purchase matters.

Seven letter books dating from 1812 to 1831 comprise the Letter books series. VVolumes
I and Il contain correspondence from Smith to officers occupying the east coast of Florida which
speak of inadequate clothing and provisions for his troops, Indian depredations, disciplinary
problems, illnesses suffered by his troops, attacks by British battleships on the southeastern sea-
board of Florida.

In a letter book written from New York [Volume I11], Smith writes of activities during
the War of 1812. Indian attacks and troop morale were of prime importance. In VVolume IV,
composed while the general was stationed in St. Louis, Smith discusses the possibility of obtain-
ing Indian allies to fight against other hostile forces, and writes about military supplies, clothing,
and provisions. Written from Bellefontaine, Volume V mentions the appointment of John C.
Calhoun as secretary of war and other letters refer to the ever-present Indian attacks and the con-
struction of a new fort at the mouth of the Yellowstone River.

In Volume VI Smith also writes of his intention to retire from the army and assume the
duties of receiver of public monies at Franklin, Missouri. In the final letter book from Franklin
[Volume VI1], Smith writes of money received by the land office, the bank system, the cash sys-
tem, and his decision not to accept reappointment. Records of land sold including both purchas-
er and seller are included in the back of this letter book.
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Kehr, John D. v.2,p.13
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Kennerly, James 29
Keyte, Mr. 28, 30, 32
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Lane, Knox and 32,37
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27,32-35, 38
Langham, John 27,28
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Laval, (Jacint) v.1,p.2,5,7,9,611-14, 16, 60, 64, 79, 83, 93, 94, 102, 118; v.
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Lawless, Burton v. 7
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Lewis, Reuben 15
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Ligon, William 8 v.4
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Long, Nicholas
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133, 135, 136, 165; vol. 2, pp. 11, 52, 70, 71, 107, 112, 116,
119, 121, 133, 135; v. 3, p. 54, 89; v. 4, p. 36, 45
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Mathews, George |1-2 v. 1

Matthews, Geo. 2

Matthews, George v.1,p.2,5, 14,18, 23,37,42
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McCain, John v. 7
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.5,p.6,11, 22,31, 46,91, 96, 114, 137, 148, 155; v. 6, p. 29,

McGunnegle, Wil-

12,15, 17, 19, 21,
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McNair, Alexander
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11, 14, 16, 19, 20,
24,26

v.4,p.16,74;v.5, p. 122,125, 130, 145, 160; v. 6, p. 52

McNeil, General
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Miller, William v.7,p. 121,124,134

Missouri statehood |18, 19

Missouri Territory-- |12
Florissant
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42,48, 54, 64, 74, 78, 80, 83, 85, 88

Mizee, James v. 7
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Monroe, William W. |28

Moody, Gideon v. 3, p. 20
Moon, Ann v. 7
Moore, Elisha v.5, p. 150
Moore, John H. v.7,p. 56
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O'Fallon, John
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9, 13-25, 28-30, 32,

33,34, 36

v.4,p.144;v.5, p. 18, 22, 23, 30, 33, 39, 43, 45, 46, 48, 52, 53,
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Pace, Nabors v.1, p. 38, 46

Padilla, Gabriel 33

Page, Clair v. 7

Page, St. Clair v. 7

Palmer, J. C. v.7,p.97,99, 100, 102, 109, 116, 119

Palmer, Z. C. 16 v.6,7
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51, 72,103, 107, 111, 115, 116, 127, 129, 133, 146, 150, 158,
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Peters, William 5

Pettibone, Judge 24, 25

Pettis, Mr. (-1831) |29, 32, 34

Pettus, William H. |30

Phelps, Michael 21

Philips, Joseph 1,22

Phillip, William v.3,p.91;v.4,p.1,31,38,46,47,67,73,75, 86, 87,97, 111
Phillips, William v.3,4

Phippes, John 1

Picolata Station 2,4,5 v. 1

Pinckney, Ninian 1,11 v.3

Pinckney, Thomas |3, 5-9 v.1,2

Pinkney, Ninian v.3,p.15,19,42,77

Pinkney, Thomas v.1, p. 120; v. 2, p. 14, 85, 86, 89, 91, 93
Plemmons, John v. 7

Pleuf, Thomas v. 3, p. 82

Plounce, Joseph v.3

Pogio, Nicholas 7 v. 1

Poirster, William v.3,p.21

Polley, John v.3

Pontou, Andrew v.7

Pope, John 13

Porter, Ezekiel 14

Post, Justus 12,14, 15,19, 20

Prairie du Chien 12,15
Trading Post

Pratt, Ben 15

Prentiss, Thomas G. |14

Prewitt, Joel ( - v. 7




C 1029 Smith, Thomas Adams (1781-1844), Papers, 1798-1864 page 30

subject folders other
1847)
Price, Risden H. 15 v. 4
Price, Risden H. 15 v. 4
Priestly, Dunning v. 3
Privy, Nicholas v.5, p. 144
Purdy, Robert 9,11 v.3,4
Purse, Hudson v. 3, p. 21
Putnam, Rufus 1
Quackinbush, Man- v. 4
gle M.
Quin, Danial v.3,p.3
Raines, Henry v. 7
Raines, John 1
Ramsay, Thomas 8,11, 14 V. 4-6
Ramsey, James v. 7
Ramsey, Thomas v.4,p.41,116,117,160;v.50p. 2,4, 17, 24, 27, 28, 41, 46, 55,
66, 69, 87,93, 117, 120, 126, 130, 131, 135, 167
Ranking, Tom 11
Ratliffe, James v.7
Read, Anthony F. v. 7
Read, William v. 7
Rector, Elias 13,31, 35

Rector, Stephen 26, 29, 30

Rector, Thomas C. |23

Rector, Wharton 34

Rector, William O. |11, 19, 20,22,38 |v.7,p. 49, 68

Rector, WilliamT. |17 v. 7

Redding, Felix v. 7

Rees, Abraham v. 7

Rees, James v. 3

Rees, Joseph H. v. 3, p. 56, 68

Rentfro, Robert v.3,p.3,4

Revolution of East v. 1, p. 41-44, 49, 54-56, 58-60
Florida, 1812

Richardson, Chris- v. 7

topher B.

Richardson, Munsil- v. 7




C 1029 Smith, Thomas Adams (1781-1844), Papers, 1798-1864 page 31

subject folders other

lian

Ricketts, Micajah 1

Riddick, Thomas F. |18

Ridgeway, Fielder v.1,p. 8, 27,29, 31,53, 60, 83,93, 94, 106, 109, 110, 114,
115, 126, 162, 163; v. 2, p. 39, 50, 67, 68, 81, 93, 107, 121,
122;v.3,p.31,59,60;v.4, p. 36

Ridgeway, William v. 7

Riggins, James v. 7

Rigsby, Allen

Rigsby, John 1

Rigsby, Samuel

Riley, John v.2,p.115;v.5

Ripley, General 8,13, 18

Rittig, Jacob 1

Rivera, Francisco 3

Rivera, Francisco v.1,p. 80

Robinson, Gerard v. 7

Rodes, James C. 18

Rodgers, John v.3,p. 29

Rogers, John A. v.3

Rolette, Joseph 17 v.4

Ronguillo, Joan v. 2, p. 108

Rosario, Jose 7 v. 1

Rosario, Jose v. 2, p. 108

Rouguillo, Juan 7 v. 1

Ruddle, D. v. 4, p. 45, 65, 84, 85, 95, 99, 128

Ruddle, George v. 1, pp. 129, 160; v. 2, p. 4, 24, 68, 121

Rule, Mr. 26, 32

Rush, Richard 30

(1780-1859)

Rush, Richard v.7,p.91-97,99, 111-121, 125, 132, 135-146, 148

(1780-1859)

Rusher, Henry 1

Ryan, James v.1, p. 85,119;v. 2, p. 39,47, 81, 96; Vol. 3, p. 57, 58

Ryan, W. v.1,2

Samme, David L. v. 7

Sanchez, Bernardino (3




C 1029 Smith, Thomas Adams (1781-1844), Papers, 1798-1864

page 32

subject

folders

other

Santa Fe Traders

18, 30, 33, 36

Sappington, John
(1776-1856)

36

Schuter, George

1

Scott, Andrew

33

Scott, James

Scott, James D.

1

Scott, John

15, 20-23, 32, 33

Scott, Joseph

See, William

Selden, Joseph

12,18

<|<|=<|<

4,5

Selino, Philip

Selkirk, Earl

<

.5,p.76,77,130

Seminole War

<

.5,p. 129

Sevier, Alexander

<

1

Shannon, George

<

.7

Sherrod, John

.1,p.21

Shields, John

.7,p.51

Shipp, Edmond

11,12

3-5

Shock, Hector

Shock, Henry

Shock, John

Short, John P.

Shugart, Lemuel

HEHEREEREE

N iN (N (Y

Sibley, George
Champlain (1782-
1863)

2,36

(1800-1878)

Sibley, Mary Easton

Simmons family

Simmons, Charles

.7

Simmons, Thomas

.7

Simmons, William

.2, p. 90, 141

Skinker, Thomas

Skinker, Thomas,
Mrs.

Skinner, Doctor

.3,p. 24,25




C 1029 Smith, Thomas Adams (1781-1844), Papers, 1798-1864

page 33

subject

folders

other

Slave records--Smith
family

Slaves, East Florida,
1812

.1,p. 42,122,137

Slaves, Fugitive, East
Florida, 1812

.1, p.121;v. 2, p. 100

Smeltzer, Peter v. 7

Smith T, John 21, 24,33,34

Smith, Crawford 36

Smith, Cynthia 1-37

Smith, Cynthia v.5, p. 97,138, 152;v. 6, p. 38
Smith, Francis v. 5, p. 28, 155, 160; v. 6, p. 29, 35
Smith, James 36

Smith, James W. 33,36

Smith, John 8, 36

Smith, John C. v. 4

Smith, John D. v. 2, p. 128
Smith, John M. v. 2

Smith, John N. 1

Smith, Josiah v.3,p.21
Smith, Lucy 33,34

Smith, Margaret 36

McGhee

Smith, Reuben 26,27,31,32,35

Smith, Richard v.7,p.90
Smith, Thomas Ad- |1-38 v. 1-7

ams (1781-1844)

Smith, William J. v. 7

Smith, William W. v. 2

Snell, John v. 7
Snelling, Josiah v. 7
(1782-1828)

Songan, Augustine v. 7

K.

Sou, James v. 7
}Spann, John ‘v. 1,p.128
}Sprigg, James ‘v. 7



C 1029 Smith, Thomas Adams (1781-1844), Papers, 1798-1864 page 34
subject folders other

Stallings, Elias v.1,2

Steamboat, Dolphin |23

Steamboat, Expedi- (16, 17

tion

Steamboat, Jeffer- (16, 17

son

Steamboat, Johnson (16, 17

Steamboat, Jubilee (30

Steamboat, Lafa- 29

yette

Steamboat, Mis- 32

souri

Steamboat, St. Louis (36

Steepleton, George v. 7

Stephens, Jonathan |1

Steuben, Baron von v.3

(1730-1794)

Stewart, Doctor v.4,p.97;v.5,p.14

Stine, Samuel 1

Stoddard, Amos 2

Stokes, Ann 30

Storey, Thomas v. 7

Street, Joseph H. 34

Stuart, Judge 20, 29

Stuckey, John 22

Sullivan, John v. 3, p. 82

Sullivan, Michael 1

Summers, Jeremiah v. 7

Surveying 38

Tate, John v.1,p.78,97,100, 101; v. 2, p. 35

Taylor, Charles 24

Taylor, Zachary 1 v.5,p. 14

(1784-1850)

Telfair, Thomas v. 3, p. 45

Temple, Margaret v. 7

Tennille, George v. 7

Thomas, Craig v. 7




C 1029 Smith, Thomas Adams (1781-1844), Papers, 1798-1864 page 35

subject folders other
Thomas, Frederick v. 7
Thomas, Henry v. 3, p. 48
Thomas, M. 34 v. 7
Thompson, Asa Q. v. 7
Thompson, Geroge v.5,p.14;v.7
Thompson, John W. v. 4, p. 39,103, 143

Thompson, Samuel |1
A.

Thomson, George v. 7

Thrasher, Robert 23

Thurston, Charles |22

Tinley, John v.3

Todd, David 18-20, 25

Todds, Major v.3,p. 11, 32
Tompkins, George v. 7

Touson, Nathan 23

Tracy and Wahren- (32

dorff

Troupe, George M. |6 v. 2

Tucker, Beverly 35

Tucker, Judge 34, 36

Tucker, ThomasT. |22 v.5

Turner and Earick- v. 7

son

Turner, John G. v. 7

U.S. Army Courts 1,6,7,9

Martial

U.S. Army Courts v. 1, p. 28, 30, 31, 156; v. 2, p. 67, 121, 122

Martial, 1812

U.S. Army Courts v. 4, p. 46, 50, 90, 94, 116, 120, 127;v. 5, p. 17;v. 6, p. 4, 39
Martial, 1815-1818

U.S. Army Courts v.3,p.1,4

Martial, War of

1812

U.S. Army, Disci- v.1,p.79, 80,90, 98, 156; v. 2, p. 39, 50, 67

pline, 1812

U.S. Army, Disci- v. 4, p. 46, 50, 54, 78, 79, 88, 90, 94, 113, 116, 120, 127; v. 5, p.

pline, 1815-1818 47,138; v. 6, p. 23, 50




C 1029 Smith, Thomas Adams (1781-1844), Papers, 1798-1864

page 36

Desertions

subject folders other
U.S. Army, Disci- v. 3, p. 43,83
pline, War of 1812
U.S. Army, East Flor- v.1,p.1-171
ida, 1812
U.S. Army, Execu- v.2,p. 114
tions
U.S. Army, Indian v. 5, p. 83, 84,128,129, 167, v. 6, p. 21, 22, 25
Trade, 1817-1818
U.S. Army, Uni- v. 5
forms, 1810s
U.S. Marine Corps, v.2,p. 14
East Florida, 1812
U.S. Marine Corps, v.3,p.79, 82
War of 1812
Valentine, James 4
Van Buren, Martin |30, 31
(1782-1862)
Vanesdol, Simon v. 4
Vaskes, Ray 27
Vernon, Ebenzer V.
Vivion, Isaiah V.
Vivion, James V.
VonPhul and McGill (35
Vonpuhl, H. 34 v.4
Wadsworth, Decius v.2,p.59;v.4,p.20, 148, 153; v. 5, p. 156
Walbach, John v. 3, p. 54,59, 60
Waldo, David 25
Walker, John v. 1
Wallace, Andrew v. 7
Wallace, Robert v. 7
Wanark, William v. 5, p. 25
War of 1812 1-38 v. 1-3
War of 1812, Decla- v. 1., p. 105
ration of War
War of 1812, Spies, v.3,p. 76
British
War of 1812-- v.1,p.113;v.2,p.1,v. 3, pp. 81, 86



C 1029 Smith, Thomas Adams (1781-1844), Papers, 1798-1864 page 37
subject folders other

War of 1812-- v.3,p.33
Prisoners and pris-
ons
Ward, David v. 7
Wardsworth, Dennis (14
Warfield, Elisha 18
Warren, Charles H. V.
Warren, Martin V.
Wash, Judge 28,29
Wash, Mayor 21, 24, 25
Watson, Joseph v.3
Watson, Thomas 1
Wear, John v. 7
Webb, James v. 2, p. 105
Weir, James v. 7
Welch, John v. 7
Weldon, John v.3,7
Welles, Lawrence v. 3, p. 82
Wells, Robert W. 26
Werman, Solomon |13
Wetmore, Alphonso (22, 23, 28-30,33, |v.7

34
Whatley, Elisha 1
White, Hartley v. 7
White, Hugh L. 8,12,21,22,31, 38
White, James M. 24
White, Joseph 1
White, Judge 21,28, 30, 31
White, Moses 36
White, William 15
Whitesides, Samuel v. 4
Wilcoxson, Isaac v. 7
Wilkinson, James |8, 9, 11 v.3,p.1,8,9,14-16, 18, 23, 31,40, 42,47, 59, 79
Willard, Prentice v. 2
William, David W. v. 7
}Williams, David W. | ‘v. 7
}Williams, Henry |1 ‘




C 1029 Smith, Thomas Adams (1781-1844), Papers, 1798-1864 page 38

subject folders other

Williams, John 1,2,6,18,21 v. 1, p. 10, 14, 15, 18, 20, 27-29, 35, 36, 38, 45, 46, 49-51, 54-
56, 67, 86, 94, 106, 110, 111, 115; v. 2, p. 4, 7, 11-14, 16-20,
29,32, 40, 75; v. 7, p. 78

Williams, Lewis 13

Williams, Lewis 13

Williams, Thomas S. (18, 36

Willis, James

<

.2,p.77;v.4,p.87

Wilson, George v.4

Wilson, Robert 1

Wilson, William

Wingate, Henry

Wolfskill, John

S| |=<
NN NN

Wood, William H.

Woodruff, J. 8,16

Woodruff, Joseph v. 1, p. 10, 14, 20, 70, 75, 80, 83, 167;v.2,p.2,7,72,73, 77,
81, 115, 124, 145; v. 3, p. 45, 54

Woods, Adam 20

Woods, Anderson

Woods, Caleb

Woods, Larkin

Woods, Nancy

NN (N (Y

Woods, Nicholas S.

Woods, Stephen 7

Wooley, A. R. 33,34 4,6

Wright, W. .3,p.20;v. 4, p.35

Wyatt, Edward 14 .4,p.129;v.5, p. 49, 116, 132, 150

Wyman, T. W. .2,p.34,37,54

SHEREEEREEEEE

Yellowstone Explor- (17
ing Expedition,
1818-1819

.5, p. 150

Young, Billy 18

Young, Major v.4,p.71,78

N

Young, Philip R.

N

Young, Philip R.

Zaul, Rene v.7,p. 68



