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Volunteering to be different

More and more young Indians are working for causes close to their
heart. The fact that it improves their job prospects doesn’t hurt either
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\' Armed with this

certainty, India’s Gen Next i=
voluntesr ing with A
vengeance — because it helps
“build character”, “looks
nice on the CV™, “gets ap-
preciation from friends and
family™ and 15 “great expo-
sure” to boot (see hox).

Whatever the reason.
NGO=sand valuntary agencies
are finding more volunteers
than they can possibly ac-
commodate. In fact, demand
clitatrips oppor tunities in this
sector, says Ralkhi Sarkar,
country director (India) at Vol
untary Service Overseas, a
leading mternational devel-
oprment charity “One of the
ke reasons for this is that the
children of Indias emerging
middle class are more secure
and feel they have the space
andtime fobe engaged inthe
country's deve lopment
process,” she savs, Also fu-
elling this trend 1= the growth
af the NGO sectorand the in-
creasing importance of CSR
{corporate social responsibil-
ity in India ne.

This vear marls the com-
pletion of the first decade
since the UN declared 2001 as
the International Year of Vol-
unteering, The last 10 years
have =een the work acquire
greater recognition, partly
due to the NGO sector's mo-

bilization efforts. Once seen
as the preserve of ‘jho-
lawalas’, volunteering is now
‘i’ with voung Indians who
are becoming increasing ac-
twve 1n “domg their bit™ for
country and society
Crucially, they help their
own cause as well. Shalabh
Sahai. director and cofounder

call ‘community work expe-
rience’. “In the US, for exam-
ple. a student can claim cred-
its if hesshe has engaged with
accredited organizations. Be-
aldes, volunteering experience
can alzo help strengthen a stu-
dent’s statement of purpose
which is critical towards gain-
ing admissions,” he says,
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fast at Rajghat recently

DOING THEIR BIT: A voung volunteer during Anna Hazare's

of Volunteer, an organization
which acts as a bridege be-
twieen volunteers and NGOs,
says volunteering has become
“really popular” mIndiaas it
oives youngsters an “extra
edoe’ over their peers when
it comes to professional and
academic opportunities. He
zavs almost all international
universities and institutes
give importance towhat they

There are other advan-
tages too, Sahai savs that “he-
zides adding to the OV, it also
arlds to the personal develop-
ment of a student, particu-
larly =oft skills such as work-
g with people and develop-
ing =alutions to practical prob-
lems, Such skills are impor-
tant to any sector that one
chonses to pursue,”

Howr does the social sector

gain from this infusion of
yvoung blood? Uma Tuli,
founder and manager of the
Delhi-based Armar Jvaot1 Char-
itable Trust, says voung peo-
ple are of “greater help”™ for
certain projects becauss they
add a “lot of value™ through
their sheer “creativity and en-
thusiasm”. Her trust gets stu-
dents from institutes such as
the Delhi School of Social
Work where fieldworl 1= part
af the curriculum.

801 1t a win-win situation
for evervone all around? Not
quite. Many working in the
social sector say voluntearing
15 still not seen as a main-
atream activity in India.
“8ince there is no structural
support to professional vol-
unteering, for many young-
sters who would have other-
wise made a huge contribu-
tion to the sector, it becomes
more of a timepass or for-
mality that either helps them
through their semester brealk
or get through to a universi-
iy abroad,” says Renu Kaklar
ol Apesjay Surrendra Group,
which recently instituted In-
dia’s first naticnal awards for
voluntesring.

Sahai alzo believes valun-
teering needs to become more
broad-based i India. “Repui-
ed international universities
have valued wolunteering for
quite long. The trend nesds to
catch on in India and perhaps
an initiative like having
awards for volunteering will
help spread the word,” he says.

¥ou get appreciation .
from friends and
family for the work
you are doing., After
being withan NGO
fora few years, you
cangoin for further

Volunteering in
India helps build
character; you learn
to be flexible and
understanding. I'd
definitely want to
volunteer here

Initially, | just
tagged along with
friends but the
experience has
been quite good, &
has helped me
figure out what |

studies..It's great exposure
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