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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Wodrow, Andrew, House; Myt inger  Family House 

AND/OR COMMON 
Wilson-Wodrow-Mytinger House (p re fe r red) ;  My t i nge r  House 

STREET & NUMBER 

5 1  West Gravel  Lane -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Rornney - VICINITY OF Second 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE . - 

West V i r ~ i n i a  54 Hampshire 027 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC XOCCUPIED 
XBUILDING(S) KPRIVATE . -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS X Y E S :  RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES. UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -MUSEUM 

XCOMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

 OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Dr.  Herber t  P. S t e l l i n g  
STREET 5 NllMBER 

Box 507 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Bar re  - VICINITY OF Massachusetts 01005 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEED$ETc. Hampshire County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Main and H i e h  S t r e e t s  u 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Rornney West V i r g i n i a  

 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Volume 11, H i s t o r i c  Preservat ion  P lan ,  S ta te  o f  wesi V i r g i n i a  

DATE 

1973 
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS West V i r g i n i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  Commission 

CITY. TOWN STATE 
Morgantown West V i r g i n i a  



C O N D I T I O N  CHECK O N E  CI IECK ONE 

-UNALTERED L~~~~~~~~ SITE 

?.-ALTERED -hIOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Designated a s  5 1  West Gravel  Lane, t he  Wilson-Wodrow-Plytinger House i s  
s i t u a t e d  on the  e a s t e r n  boundary of Lot 48 near  the  c e n t e r  of Romney, Hampshire 
County. It i s  composed of t h r e e  independent s t r u c t u r e s  varying i n  s i z e ,  construc-  
t i o n ,  o r i e n t a t i o n  and purpose. 

What i s  assumed t o  be  t h e  o l d e s t  bu i ld ing  (c.  1750) i s  a  1 11'2-story, l og  
s t r u c t u r e  (14' x 16 ' )  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  back of the  property.  A l z r g e  s tone  f i r e p l a c e  
dominates t h e  no r th  end, oppos i t e  t h e  entrance.  The hand-hewn logs  have been covered 
on the  e x t e r i o r  with beaded weatherboards,  and the  gable  roof has  been sheathed wi th  
red cedar  sh ing le s .  S ing le ,  613-light sash  windows a r e  l oca t ed  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of 
each of t h e  long s i d e s  wh i l e  two 4 - l i gh t  sash windows i n  t he  gable  oppos i te  t he  f i r e -  
p l ace  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  second l e v e l .  I n t e r i o r  w a l l  s u r f a c e s  a r e  pa in ted  whi te ;  an 
enclosed s t a i rway  oppos i t e  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  end provides access  t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  
The b u i l d i n g  i s  assumed t o  have been used a s  a  k i t chen  during most of i t s  ex i s t ence .  

Imnediately i n  f r o n t  of t h e  above u n i t  i s  a  l a r g e r  (24' x 2 0 1 ) ,  1 112-story 
b u i l d i n g  wi th  gable  roof .  It i s  of frame cons t ruc t ion  wi th  b r i c k  nogging and covered 
wi th  weatherboards.  A p a i r  of b r i c k  chimneys, pos i t ioned  on the  west end and having 
a  connect ing pent  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  i s  the  most prominent f e a t u r e  of the  bu i ld ing .  
Except f o r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  chimneys a t  one end, t h e  e x t e r i o r  i s  symmetrically 
arranged.  A c e n t e r  door,  f lanked  wi th  616-light sash windows, is  pos i t ioned  on 
both  t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  facades.  The second l e v e l  is  i l l umina ted  by sash  windows 
loca t ed  i n  t h e  gable  ends; t hose  on t h e  west o r  chimney end a r e  sma l l e r  (4- l igh t )  
than  t h e  616 l i g h t s  used on t h e  e a s t  end. The chimneys provide f i r e p l a c e s  i n  each 
of t h e  f o u r  rooms found i n  " the  dwell ingff  and, along wi th  t h e  raised-panel  f i r e p l a c e  

- . w a l l s ,  g i v e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a f a r  more r e s i d e n t i a l  q u a l i t y  than t h e  log s t r u c t u r e  behind 
it. Each f l o o r  i s  comprised of two rooms t h a t  t r a v e r s e  t he  bu i ld ing  lengthwise.  On 

- bo th  f l o o r s  the room ac ros s  t h e  f r o n t  i s  long and narrow wi th  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  a t  t h e  
west end. Access t o  t h e  second l e v e l  i s  provided by an enclosed s ta i rway along t h e  
e a s t  w a l l  of t h e  l a r g e r  room. The r a i s e d  panel ing of t h e  f i r e p l a c e  w a l l ,  oppos i t e  
t h e  s t a i rway ,  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s imple  and inc ludes  a  pent  c l o s e t  t o  t he  l e f t  of t h e  
segmental-arched f i r e p l a c e  opening. A bo lec t ion  molding frames t h e  opening, b u t  
t h e r e  i s  no mantel s h e l f .  A s imple  co rn i ce  wi th  a  cave t to  molding runs t h e  l eng th  
of t h e  panel ing .  Except f o r  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  a rea ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  has  pa in ted  p l a s t e r  
w a l l  s u r f a c e s  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and pa in ted  f l u s h  boards on t h e  second. 

The t h i r d  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  complex i s  known a s  t h e  "c l e rk ' s  o f f i c e . "  It is  a  
2 1/2-s tory ,  frame s t r u c t u r e  (14' x  26 ' )  wi th  i t s  gable  toward the  s t r e e t  and en t r ance  
on t h e  west  ( f r o n t )  e l e v a t i o n .  Both t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  facades a r e  d iv ided  i n t o  
t h r e e  bays w i t h  919-l ight  s a sh  windows on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  and 616-l ight  s a sh  windows 
on t h e  second. The apparent  symmetry is  s u b t l y  v i o l a t e d  by l o c a t i n g  t h e  'entrance 
i n  t h e  extreme r i g h t  bay a s  w e l l  as by varying t h e  spac ing  between t h e  en t r ance  bay 
and t h e  o t h e r  two. I t  i s  a  r a t h e r  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  room . 
arrangement. Each f l o o r  is  d iv ided  i n t o  a  narrow s t a i r h a l l  w i th  an open dog-leg 
s t a i rway  and a  l a r g e  room w i t h  paneled f i r e p l a c e  end wa l l .  The panel ing on t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  excep t iona l  w i th  t h e  segmental-arched f i r e p l a c e  opening framed by 
a s i n g l e  c r o s s e t t e  a r c h i t r a v e .  The mantel  s h e l f  suppor t  has  the same moldings a s  
t h e  co rn i ce ,  i nc lud ing  a wall-of-Troy motif .  F lu ted  p i l a s t e r s  on r a i s e d  p e d e s t a l s  
s e p a r a t e  t h e  w a l l  i n t o  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s :  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  w i t h  over-mantel and t h e  
ra i sed-panel  end s e c t i o n s .  The panel ing  on the  second l e v e l  is  f a r  s impler ,  be ing  
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d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  w i t h  r a i s e d  p a n e l s .  A mante l  s h e l f  w i t h  wall-of-Troy 
mot i f  and a  c o r n i c e  w i t h  d e n t i l s  a r e  t h e  on ly  d e t a i l s .  The remaining i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  
a r e  p a i n t e d  p l a s t e r .  

The t h r e e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  each o t h e r  and have been connected by 
one-s to ry  porches  through much of t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e .  T h i s  h a s  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e i r  
u s e  a s  a  u n i t .  

U n t i l  1962,  when r e s t o r a t i o n  work was begun, much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  
remained,  though i n  a s t a t e  of d i s r e p a i r .  No conveniences  such a s  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  
w a t e r  and c e n t r a l  h e a t  had e v e r  been added. 

R e s t o r a t i o n  work i n  t h e  " c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e "  was s t a r t e d  i n  June  1962. Doors,  
woodwork, s t a i r s ,  f l o o r s  and most of t h e  p l a s t e r  were  r e t a i n e d .  Upper windows 
were  copied and o l d  g l a s s  from t h e  a r e a  was c o l l e c t e d  f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  s a s h e s .  Some 
of t h e  wea therboards  were r e p l a c e d  and t h e  e x t e r i o r  was p a i n t e d  w h i t e .  New c e i l i n g s  
w i t h  r a d i a n t  e l e c t r i c  h e a t i n g  were i n s t a l l e d ,  and i n s u l a t i o n  was blown between t h e  
w a l l s .  LToodwork and w a l l s  were p a i n t e d  w i t h  g r e a t  e f f o r t  made t o  d u p l i c a t e  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  o r  e a r l y  p a i n t  c o l o r s .  

"The dwel l ing ' '  r e q u i r e d  more e x t e n s i v e  r e p a i r s .  F l o o r  beams had t o  b e  r e -  
b u i l t ,  r a f t e r s  r e p l a c e d  and a  new r o o f  of r e d  c e d a r  s h i n g l e s  p u t  on. Nuch of t h e  
b r ickwork  of t h e  chimneys had t o  b e  r e p a i r e d .  A s e c t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  e a s t  w a l l  
of t h e  l a r g e  f i r s t  f l o o r  room w a s  removed t o  expose t h e  h a l f - t i m b e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
and a n o t h e r  s e c t i o n  was op'ened t o  show t h e  hand-r iven l a t h .  The n o r t h  ( f r o n t )  
e l e v a t i o n  r e t a i n e d  some of i t s  o r i g i n a l  s i d i n g ,  thanks  t o  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  
porch ,  s o  i t  was d u p l i c a t e d  on t h e  rest of t h e  e x t e r i o r  and p a i n t e d  w h i t e .  

The l o g  b u i l d i n g  was c l e a n e d ,  r e p a i r e d ,  covered w i t h  new wea therboards ,  
p a i n t e d  w h i t e  i n s i d e  and o u t  and r e r o o f e d  w i t h  c e d a r  shakes .  

A l l  porches  were r e b u i l t  and r o o f e d  w i t h  cedar  s h i n g l e s ,  a  b r i c k  walk was 
p l a c e d  a l o n g  t h e  wes t  ( f r o n t )  s i d e  of t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  and around t h e  d w e l l i n g  
t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  and a w h i t e  p i c k e t  f e n c e  b u i l t  around t h e  l o t .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Wilson-Wodrow-Mytinger House i n  Romney, Hampshire County, West V i r g i n i a ,  
r e p r e s e n t s  a  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  i n  b u i l d i n g  s t y l e  and d e s i g n  t h a t  was u n u s u a l ,  i f  
n o t  un ique ,  i n  t h e  f r o n t i e r  environment  of t h e  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  second h a l f  o f  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The complex of t h r e e  u n i t s  i n c o r p o r a t e s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  l o g  
and frame, and i n c l u d e s  t h e  u s e  of ha l f - t imbered  w a l l s  w i t h  b r i c k  nogging i n  one 
b u i l d i n g .  Although t h e  Mytinger  f a m i l y  r e t a i n e d  t h e  house  among i t s  members f o r  
t h e  l o n g e s t  p e r i o d ,  i t  was r e a l l y  Andrew Wodrow who completed t h e  g roup ing  of t h e  
t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  and p r o v i d e d  an a s s o c i a t i o n  worthy of r e c o u n t i n g .  He came t o  
Hampshire County d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  s t a g e s  of t h e  Revolu t ionary  War o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
i t s  c l o s e  t o  s e r v e  t h e  community a s  i t s  f i r s t  r e s i d e n t  county c l e r k .  As a key 
o f f i c i a l ,  Rodrow p l a y e d  an  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  conveying and s e t t l i n g  o f  l a n d s  
and a p p a r e n t l y  was h i m s e l f  a  p rosperous  l andholder .  

The a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  t h r e e  b u i l d i n g s  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a t ime  p e r i o d  
spann ing  much of t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  and development of Romney and what i s  now 
e a s t e r n  West V i r g i n i a .  During most of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  a r e a  was s p a r s e l y  
s e t t l e d ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  e a s i n g  of I n d i a n  h o s t i l i t i e s  and Lord F a i r f a x '  d e s i r e  t o  
have h i s  Northern Neck l a n d s  used ,  more and more peop le  were e n t i c e d  t o  l o c a t e  
h e r e .  T h i s  soon l e d  t o  c e n t e r s  of p o p u l a t i o n  (such a s  R m e y )  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d .  
A f t e r  Hampshire County was formed i n  1754, Romney became t h e  governmental  s e a t ,  
and Andrew Wodrow t o o k  up d u t i e s  a s  t h e  f i r s t  c l e r k  of c o u r t  t o  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  
county.  It was Wodrow who b u i l t  t h e  frame u n i t  ( t h e  l as t  of t h e  t h r e e )  on t h e  
p r o p e r t y  f o r  u s e  as a n  o f f i c e ,  and b e i n g  l o c a t e d  on what was t h e n  t h e  main s t r e e t  
of town, i t s  f u n c t i o n  as w e l l  as i t s  beau ty  marked i t  as a c e n t e r  of a c t i v i t y .  

To t h e  p e o p l e  of Hampshire t h i s  governmental  o f f i c e  migh t  have s e r v e d  as a 
s i g n  t h a t  t h e i r  community was deve lop ing  i n  a manner i n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  end o f  a 
f r o n t i e r  e x i s t e n c e  and t h e  s t a r t  of  an  e s t a b l i s h e d  p o s i t i o n .  By t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of 
t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  Romney and Hampshire County had become a s e t t l e d  a r e a  
w i t h  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  based  economy t h a t  main ta ined  a f a i r l y  c o n s t a n t  growth.  

Af te r  Lord F a i r f a x  had  s e t t l e d  n e a r  Winchester ,  V i r g i n i a ,  h e  oversaw t h e  
s e l l i n g  and s e t t l i n g  o f  h i s  l a n d ,  and George Washington, one of h i s  s u r v e y o r s ,  
n o t e d  i n  1748 t h a t  a number of p e o p l e  were  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of what i s  now 
Romney. According t o  coun ty  r e c o r d s ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  f air fax' l a n d  was o f f i c i a l l y  
s o l d  i n  what became Hampshire i n  1749, b u t  t h e  name of t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  t o  own 
o r  b u i l d  on t h e  l o t  on which t h e  Wilson-Wodrow-Mytinger House s t a n d s  h a s  been  l o s t .  
Refe rence  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  can b e  t r a c e d  t o  F a i r f a x '  p a t e n t  t o  George Wilson i n  1763, 
y e t  Wilson was n o t  t h e  f i r s t  owner, f o r  h e  ment ions  i n  h i s  w i l l  of 1776 t h a t  h i s  
l o t  and house  i n  Romney had been  purchased from one Hugh Murphy. 
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There  i s  some ev idence  t h a t  t h e  d w e l l i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  Lord F a i r f a x  o r  
h i s  a g e n t ,  b u t  whether  t h e  l o g  b u i l d i n g  was a p r e e x i s t i n g  p i o n e e r  home o r  a con- 
temporary k i t c h e n  is  unknown. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  and c o n t r u c t i o n  p a t t e r n  
of t h e  d w e l l i n g  is  v e r y  much l i k e  examples found i n  t h e  s e c t i o n s  of t i d e w a t e r  
Maryland t h a t  d a t e  from t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  abou t  1730. Whatever i t s  o r i g i n s ,  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  would have been a n  expens ive  and p r e t e n t i o u s  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  t h e  a r e a  and 
t ime.  The h a l f - t i m b e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  b r i c k  nogging,  t h e  double  b r i c k  chimneys 
w i t h  c o n n e c t i n g  p e n t  and t h e  medieva l  f l o o r  p l a n  a r e  f e a t u r e s  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  what i s  now West V i r g i n i a .  Perhaps  Lord F a i r f a x  had i t  c o n s t r u c t e d  
t o  encourage development of t h e  a r e a  by emphasizing t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  menace had 
a b a t e d  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  w a s  s u i t a b l e  t o  a  s e t t l e d  and p rosperous  e x i s t e n c e .  

The f i r s t  owner of t h e  p r o p e r t y  abou t  whom much i s  known i s  George Wilson. 
He came t o  Romney sometime between 1761  and 1763, and a  r e p o r t  by George Washington 
t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  House of Burgesses  i n  November 1764, s a i d  Wilson had o b t a i n e d  a  
commission a s  major o f  t h e  Hampshire County m i l i t i a .  H i s  s t a y  i n  Romney was s h o r t ,  
however, and sometime between 1764 and 1768 h e  moved t o  Pennsy lvan ia ,  where l a t e r  
h e  was a p p o i n t e d  a j u s t i c e f o r  Bedford County when i t  was formed i n  1771  and w a s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  Pennsy lvan ia -Vi rg in ia  boundary d i s p u t e  a t  t h e  o u t b r e a k  of t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War. 

A f t e r  Wilson 's  d e a t h  d u r i n g  s e r v i c e  i n  1777, t h e  p r o p e r t y p a s s e d t o  h i s  son- 
in-law, Andrew Wodrow. According t o  one s o u r c e ,  Wodrow was b o r n  i n  S c o t l a n d  i n  
1752, t h e  s c c - o f  Rober t  Wodrow, h i s t o r i a n  of t h e  Church of S c o t l a n d .  Anofher 
s o u r c e  s a y s  t h a t  h e  was a prosperous  merchant  i n  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a ,  b u t  a t  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  Revolu t ion  h e  gave  up h i s  b u s i n e s s  r a t h e r  t h a n  h a n d l e  E n g l i s h  
goods.  About t h i s  t ime  h e  became c l e r k  of t h e  Revolu t ionary  committee i n  King 
George County. I n  1782 h e  was named c l e r k  o f  Hampshire County, and a l t h o u g h  t h e  
t h i r d  p e r s o n  t o  h o l d  t h i s  o f f i c e ,  h e  was t h e  f i r s t  t o  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  county.  

The f rame  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  l o t  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  1780s by 
Wodrow as h i s  o f f i c e ,  and t h e  s t r u c t u r e  is  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  one of t h e  o l d e s t  
e x t a n t  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  used a s  a p u b l i c  o f f i c e .  It i s  o u t s t a n d i n g  today  
f o r  i t s  pane led  w a l l s  and woodwork t h a t  a r e  r e m i n i s c e n t  of a  s t y l e  p r e v a l e n t  i n  
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  and Wil l iamsburg.  To t h e  p e o p l e  of Hampshire County i n  t h e  1780s ,  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  c e r t a i n l y  appeared most i m p r e s s i v e .  By 1790 t h e  t h r e e  u n i t s  p r o b a b l y  
assumed a n  arrangement  q u i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t .  

For  t h e  n e x t  170 y e a r s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  was owned by such p e o p l e  as John McDowell, 
Wodrow's son-in-law, D r .  McClinoch, one  of Romney's f i r s t  p h y s i c i a n s ,  and t h e  
Mytinger  f a m i l y ,  i n  whose hands t h e  p r o p e r t y  remained f o r  abou t  100 y e a r s .  Today 
t h e  complex i s  used as an  o p e r a t i n g  c r a f t s h o p .  
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