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IN MEMORY OF HOWARD H . PECKHAM

Maj or General Thomas Gage 's papers arrived at the Clements in 1937, in the same
wooden boxes used to ship them from America to Englan d in 1776. Bundles of
papers tied with red tape were arranged in compartments, one f or each comman d
that reported to Gage. Peckham (right), shown here with Lloyd Brown, recalled
that sand used to dry ink would f all out as he unfo lded documents.

Speaking brief1y to a large audience at
his retirement recept ion on Apri l I,
1977 , Howard H. Peckham expressed his
feeling that as director of the Clements
Library for twenty-four year s, he had
enjoyed the pri vileg e of holding the best
job, at the greatest library, at the finest
Uni versity in the
country. It was not
simply a case of being
carried awa y by the
emot ion of the moment.
He passionately belie ved
that neith er the
Clements Library nor
the Unive rsity of
Michigan found equals
anywhere in the world.

Typic al of the
majority of the inhabit
ants of southwestern
Michigan , Howard was
the product of a small
town and a famil y
who se forebears
emi grated from New
England through New
York State in the early
nineteenth century.
These people valued the
Calvinist underpinnings
of their Congreg ational
faith , edu cation,
citizenship, and work
ethic. Howard never
took any of life 's advant ages for granted .
His father, well on the way to a pro sper 
ous business caree r, died when Howard
was an infant.

Upon graduation from Lowell High
School, Howard first attended Olivet
Coll ege , transferring to Michi gan just as
the Depression began . American history
was an interest , but English was his
great enthusiasm. He earned his B.A.
degree in 1931 and the M.A . iu English

in 1933. Fired with enthusiasm to
become a write r, Howard ret urned to
Lowell and took a position as an
editorial writer for The Grand Rapids
Press. Like a number of his contempo
raries, Allan Nev ins, Douglas S.
Freeman, Henry Stee le Commager, and

Bruce Catton-historians who had a
stint in journalism-Howard Peckham
could sit down at the type writer and
wri te easily and quickly, meeting every
deadline. Between 1939 , when he
published his first book, and 1980, he
produced 21 books and several times
that many articles and pamphlets.

Whil e back in his home town in
1933-34 , he met Dorot hy Koth, then
teaching school, and they were married

in 1936 . She and their two children
were the only loyalties which would
surp ass the Clements in Howard 's
affections. Dorothy was the ideal
helpmate throughout Howard 's career
sharing his interests in books and
antiques , maint ainin g a beautiful horne

and traditions of
elegant entertainment
at the Clements,
protecting his time,
and serving as an
effective critic of his
writing. Dorothy, a
bibliophile of
considerable ability
herself, assembled a
fine collection of
American cookbooks
long before there was
widespread interest
in this field .
Howard was
diagno sed with
diabetes in mid 
career, but Dorothy' s
culinary skills and
watchful eye enabl ed
him to minimize the
effects on his da ily
routine until the very
end of his life.
Howard's marvel
ou sly placid
disposition and

phi losophical attitude toward life helped.
Howard had been a student reporter

on the M ich igan Daily as an undergradu
ate and his beat included the Clements
Library. Randol ph G. Adams, the
Library 's first director, had obviou sly
been favorably impressed. On a chance
visit to Ann Arbor in 1935 , Ho ward was
offered the position of Assistant Curator
of Manu scripts. He becam e the curator
within the year and held the post until
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Howard H. Peckham, 1910-1995

1945. Althoug h since 1926
there had been a curator
with assigned responsibili 
ties for the Library's
mod est manuscript
hold ings, Howard esse n
tiall y created the Manu
script Division as a
separate department.

Peckham's perception,
exp resse d at his retirement ,
that the Clements was the
finest place for an early
Am erican historian was not
much of an exaggeration.
Between the mid-1930s
and the 1970s , it was an
exhilarating environment
for anyone with an interest
in early Am erican history.
Th e Library had opened its
doors in 1923, and the
prosperous Twenti es had
seen the excitement of
setting the new library in
motion and a con stant
stream of acquisitions of all
sorts-Revolutionary War
pamphlets (far outnumbering those of
older institutions), atlases and maps, and
the beginnings of significant manuscript
accessions.

As a Michigan Daily reporter,
Peckham had enjoyed a brief contact
with the place when Mr. Clements
remained acti ve and funds appeared to
be limitless. But the Depression had
shattered thi s, as well as many other
dreams. William Clements suffered
severe financial setbacks. He died in
1934. Not only was he unable to endow
the Library, but he reluctantly asked , in
his will, that the University purchase the
manuscript collections bought for the
Librar y but remaining in his possession
at his Bay City home .

When Peckham became the
manu script curator, the hard fact s-the
loss of the Library's onl y benefactor and
possibly of its most valuable collec
tions-were sobering. Fortunately,
Randolph G. Adams, the Library's
director, was a man of eternal optimism,
and he was not about to allow the
Library, born with such dreams of
great ness, to become "j ust another" rare
book collec tion of marginal importan ce.
In the late 1920s, Adams had developed
a close relation ship with Detroit
philanthropi st Tracy W. McGregor,
helping him become a majo r collector of
Americana. He prevailed upon

McGregor to accept a position on the
Library's Committee of Management the
year before Clements' death. McGregor
more than returned the favor a few years
later by writing a check for $100,000,
which literally saved the manuscripts in
the Clements estate from inevitable sale
and dispersal.

On April 3, 1937, the papers of
British Generals Thomas Gage and Sir
Henr y Clinton, of Cabinet Mini sters
Lord George Germain and Lord Sydney,
of the Hessian troop s hired by the Briti sh
during the Revolut ion, and of the
America n General Nathanael Green e,
were deli vered to the Clements Library.
Mr. Clements and his librarian s in Bay
City had examined these manuscripts
and had selective ly shared materi al with
a few scholars, but the majority had
remained untou ched and their signifi
cance unappreciated.

Peckham had the rare pleasure of
being the very first person to unfold ,
organize, and read the most notable
collection of Revoluti onary War
documents ever acqu ired by an Ame ri
can library. Life Magazine did an
exclusive story. Th e Library simmered
with excitement throu ghout the late
1930s and early 1940s . Adams was the
ideal boss-full of energy and good
humor, unsurpassed in bib liographical
knowled ge and academi c standards , yet

completely generous and
supportive of his staff.
He gave every encourage
ment to his young and
ambitious curators
Lloyd Bro wn in Maps,
Howard Peckham in
Manuscripts-and they
both quickly established
them selves as leaders in
their respecti ve field s.

Scholars from aroun d
the world were graciously
granted access to the
Library' s new resourc es.
Thei r pilgrimag es to Ann
Arbor not only estab
lished the institution's
eminent pla ce in the
world of early American
scholarship but also
Peckham 's reputation as
one of the most knowl
edgeabl e peopl e in the
field . As a result , much of
the history of Colonial
and Revolutionary
America was revised .

hv waru made research in the
Manuscript Division a memorable
experience . He established contacts and
friend ships with all the bright young
scholars of the era. The Clements
solicited Carl Van Doren to write his
Secret History of the America n Revolu
tion (194 0), the previou sly unkno wn,
accurate story of Benedict Arnold 's
treason. It won a Pulitzer Prize and was
a best-seller. Ho ward Peckham 's
assistance and meticulous editing of the
Arnold-Andre correspondence contrib
uted to the book 's success.

Th e National Archives in Washing
ton opened its doors in 1935 and the
Soci ety of American Archivists was
founded in 1937. Peckh am was one of
a handful of the co untry's first profes
sional archi vists . Until the 1930s, rar e
book collections and historical socie ty
libraries had catered to a small clientele
of members and well-heeled antiquar
ians-not the public at large and not even
university students. Card catalogues of
holdings were seen as unnecessary.
Curators and patrons were supposed to be
sufficiently well-versed to know what
they wanted and what a collec tion was
likel y to contain, and if they didn 't, they
had no business bein g employed or
admitted as researchers. Mr. Clements
shared this view point, and Randolph
Adam s only gradually came to accept a

PAGE 2 THE QUARTO



card catalogue as a virtue.
Howard Peckham developed a very

effective system of item-level manu
script cataloguing which he described in
articles and illustrated talks. It was
widely copied by other institutions. He
was one of the first people to teach a
formal course in archiva l management in
conjunction with Michigan's Library
School.

The modem archivist owes a debt of
gratitude to Howard and his contempo
raries for establishing professional
standards, but in certain ways his
attitudes about historical librarianship
were quite conservative- more attuned
to Randolph Adams, Milo Quaife,
Clarence Brigham, Lawrence Wroth, and
their generation than the "professionally
trained" librarians and archivists of the
present day. These men were great
practical librarians and collectors, but
above all they were historians and
bibliographers who not only knew how
to catalogue and describe collections but

understood the significance of the
material.

Howard never viewed archival
systems and techniques as more than a
method ofgening at substance. He
valued books and manuscripts for their
content, not their form. Library degrees
and archival courses served a purpose in
his mind, but only in the same way that
trade school courses created better
plumbers and electricians . To be a true
curator or librarian, he believed that one
needed to know history and the English
language. To be an historian, one
needed to learn how to weigh historical
evidence and how to write. To be a great
historian , one needed to take on larger
topics, worthy of critical study, and be
able to communicate effectively to an
intelligent, popular audience far wider
than fellow academics .

Peckham's own books and articles
were always intentionally aimed at
genera l readers, although they were
based upon solid archival research.

Pontiac and the Indian Uprising (1947),
widely acclaimed and acknowledged as
his finest book, reads like a novel but
was the product of meticulous scholar
ship. He wrote popular histories of book
collecting, Indiana, the University of
Michigan, and general surveys of the
Colonial and Revolutionary Wars. They
were written so that any intelligent
reader could enjoy them and learn
something. He wrote biographies of
Pontiac, William Henry Harrison, and
Nathanael Greene for young audiences.
He produced two historical phonograph
records, several television lecture series,
and often wrote articles for general
magazines in addition to scholarly pieces
for academic journals.

To some degree this approach was
out of step with the academic world. The
historical "profession" of the 1950s and
1960s became increasingly suspicious of
narrative history and of anyone who
appealed to or excited readers beyond
their fellow acade mics. It was the sort

By the early 1940s the Manus crip t Reading Room lvas lined with cases. Randolph G. Adams (left) and Howard Peckham examine boxes of Sir Henry
Clinton spapers. Behind them are the Gage papers, mounted in leather volumes. To their left are the letters ofBritish statesman and literaryfigure
John Wilson Croker.--...,
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In 1963, the Grolier Club was entertained at the Clements by Howard and
Dorothy Peckham, assisted by Mrs. Randolph G. Adams, shown serv ing tea.

of self-serving logic for which Howard
had no use. Time, appreciat ive readers,
and significant book royalties have
thoroughl y vindicated him. Even the
professional historical association s are
now making efforts to reach a general
audience . Howard would be too much of
a gentleman to say "1 told you so," but
he would find it amusing!

Howard Peckham was formally
appointed director of the Clements and
assumed the position in the summer of
1953. He had left the University of
Michigan in 1945, when he was chosen
to be director of the Indiana Historical
Bureau and Secretary of the Indiana
Historical Society. His eight years in
Indiana had been highly rewarding from
a professional and personal point of
view, and he maintained a deep affection
for the state of Indiana througho ut his
life. It was a matter of mutual admira
tion . The Pontiac book , begun while in

Ann Arbor, had been
published in 1947
and brought him
wide acclaim
throughout the
historical profession.
He gained invalu
able admini strative
experience as
director of the
Indiana Historical
Bureau and played
an important role in
establishing
professional
standards for
historical society
work. He was a
founding member of
the Society of State
and Local History,
president of that
organization in
1954, and a fuunder
and early editor of
American Heritage.
The people involved
in historical work in
Indiana thought the
world of Howard
and what he had
accompli shed. J.K.
and Eli Lilly offered
to match any
financial offer
Howard might
receive from
Michigan. A former
governor of the state

wrote that were he in office, he would
issue an executive order prohibiting
Peckham 's departure! But Michigan
was Peckham's alma mate r and the
directorship of the Clements had the
prestige and appeal for him which no
other position could equaL

In many ways, Howard was
fortuna te to have been absent from Ann
Arhor between 1945 and 1952, because
the Clements Library had not prospered
in this period . Randolph Adams had
suffered a stroke and was increasingly
plagued by poor health . He successfully
fought off an attempt to transform the
Clements into the rare book collection of
the University Library but incurred a
degree of admini strative ill-will in the
proce ss. There were virtually no funds
for acquisitions, and there was consider
able staff turnover. Adams died unex
pectedly in December 1951, and his
temporary successor, although a

knowledgeable bookman, lacked
administrative skill, academic historical
credentials, and the confidence of higher
University administrators.

The situation rapidl y changed for
the better. The University had recently
installed a dynamic new president,
Harlan Hatcher , and a new librarian,
Fred Wagman , both of whom were
ex officio members of the Library's
Committee of Management. Hatcher
was a noted historian of Ohio and the
Great Lakes, and Wagman not only had
been an outstanding admini strator at the
Library of Congre ss but cared deeply
about history and rare books. Wilbur K.
Pierpont had recently taken charge of
University finances and would retain the
post throughout Howard 's directorship.
Pierpont was a staunch supporter of the
University's museums and librarie s and
made a point of protecting these
relatively powerless units in the budget
ary process. After fifteen long years of
indebtedness to finish paying for the
Clement s' manu script collections
secured in 1937, acquisition funds were
finally available for new purchases.
Howard inherited a staff of relatively
new but highly competent curators
(Georgia Haugh, William Ewing, and
Christopher Brun), and in contrast to the
previou s decade they stayed on, provid
ing the sort of continuity and collection
knowledge desirable in both catalogue
work and effective public service.

When the Clements celebrated its
50th anniversary in 1973, Howard wrote
a brief history of the Library. Inciden
tally, he identified those changes and
contributions of his directorship which
he considered most notable . He
established a clearly defined collections
policy that emphasized pre-Civil War
material and the fields of social and
intellectual history. From being a rather
weak presence in the historical market,
the Clements of Peckham 's years
became a major force at book auctions.
The respect and goodwill of book
dealers makes all the difference in
determining whether the great rare book
or manuscript collection is offered to
your institution or not. Peckham
reestablished the rapport which Adams
had used so effectively. Unique
treasures again began coming the
Library's way with regularit y. While
continuing to strengthen the Library's
Colonial and Revolutionary War
holdings, collections on music, early
American literature and drama, architec-
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The Streeter Sales . conducted by the Parke-Bernet Gallery. were the most important
maunuscript auctions ofthe twentieth century_ Howard Peckham (right) and Renvill e
Wheat f ollow the biddin g at the second Streeter Sale in April /967.

ture, and religion were built aggres
sively. Indian captivity narratives were a
particular passion of the new director,
and he also systematically began
accumulating printed accounts of
overland journeys to the west.

A "friends of the library" organiza
tion, the Clements Library Associates,
had been formally created in 1947. It
became an increasingly important force,
significantly augmenting acquisitio ns
funds and providing a devoted constitu
ency to attend semi-annual programs and
exhibitions. Renville Wheat. James
Schoff, and Robert Briggs, as chairmen
of the organization during the Peckham
years, provided outstanding leadership
and helped make the Clements a far
more exciting place to work for the
director and the staff. Guides were
published for all areas of the collections,
and the number of scholars visiting the
Library increased dramatically in the
1950s and 1960s.

Howard was an exceptionally
gracious host to library visitors. He met
with every one of them personally, often
buying them lunch. He listened and
took their research projects seriously.
No matter how busy, he would search
out additional materials in the collec
tions and share his own vast knowledge.
For many aspiring young graduate
students. it was the first time they had
ever been treated as true scholars. Visits
to the Clements were experiences never
to be forgotte n. He showed curators the
same kindness and respect, encouraging
their professional developme nt by giving
them time and support for publications.
He treated them as scholarly equals. He
had a wonderful, low-key sense of
humor. and as it had been when he was a
young employee under Adams. it was
great fun working at the Clements in the
Peckham years .

The 1950s through the early 1970s
was an expansive period in American
higher education, with many heads of
University depart ments and librarian s of
peer institutions priding themselves on
growth and empire building based on
institutional politickin g and federa l
grants. Howard. product of the Depres
sion, was temperamentally incapable of
the "wheeling and dealing" approach to
management. He never spent money the
library did not have and he even took
pride in returning some of the annual
appropriation at the end of the year.
Rather than expanding the activities of
the Clements over his twenty-four years

as director, he literally reduced the
number of staff members and eliminated
certain collecting areas and activities,
such as school tour groups. which had
formerly b";'n' encouraged . In hindsight
it might be viewed as a serious adminis
trative error, because it left no fat to trim
when the state began the relentless
cutback in support of higher education in
the late 1970s. But it worked during the
years he ran the place and did earn him
the admiration of higher administrators,
who themselves were of his generation
and also had haunting memories of the
lean days of the 1930s. When, on rare
occasions, Howard did ask for special

financial assistance to buy a collection,
the request was never denied.

The philosophy of keeping the
Library focused exclusively on its
primary mission meant that neither the
director nor the staff were encumbered
with time-consuming digressions. They
could get things done. As conservative
and old-fashioned as the Peckham
approach may have appeared at the time,
it preserved the essence of this Library
and was true to the vision of its founder.

Maintaining a focus on the collec
tions remains, today, a jealously guarded
priority. The director of this particular
library continues to collect, and occa-
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Howard Peckham seated at the director sdesk. summer of 1977.

sionally write books rather than spend
all his time as a fund raiser or tour
guide. The curators spend their time
working with the collections rather than
telling others what to do. The entire staff
retains the intimate contact with the books
and manuscripts which makes it possible
for them to provide enthusiastic, knowl
edgeable assistance to researchers. The
Clements remains an exciting place to
work for both visitors and employees.
Several of its once great peer institu
tions, encumbered with vast payroll
expenses, bureaucratic inefficiencies,
and misplaced public expectations, have
lost sight of the purpose for which they
were created.

Because of the nature of the
Clements Library, with a clearly defined
mission and a small staff requiring
highly specialized skills. the Clements
becomes very much the personal library
of the director while he is in office. As
long as the director has the full confi
dence of the boards and the University
administration, and Howard did so
completely throughout his tenure, he
enjoys a great deal of freedom. Howard
wielded this power with great effective
ness. but always in the best interests of

the University. He fervently believed in
the importance of historical memory in
preserving the greatness of the United
States, and he felt that libraries such as
the Clements preserved the records of
our past better than any other type of
institution.

The Clements, to Howard Peckham,
was something larger and more impor
tant than any single individual. The
triumphs of his years as director-and
there were many- were very much the
result of his own abilities, but he never
took credit personally or made anything
of them. He thought of his successes as
merely continuing the work of Clements
and Adams. He took great pleasure in
the fact that his successor had the
opportunity to work, as he had, as
Curator of Manuscripts for a number of
years before becoming the director. It
made possible the sort of continuity of
effort and memory which has served the
Clements so well throughout its history.

By the middle of the 1970s. both
Howard and Dorothy felt that a warmer
climate and more relaxed routine would
be better for their health. Howard was
given an honorary doctorate (Litt.D.) by
Olivet College in 1976 and at his

retirement. he received the wannest
possible tributes. The Peckhams moved
to Hendersonville. North' Carolina.
Howard continued to write occasional
historical articles, taught and took a few
courses at the local community college,
played the bassoon in the community
orchestra, and tried his hand at writing a
novel. In the years before leaving,
Howard mentioned to his successor a
premonition that he would only live to
72 or 73. Fortunately, he was wrong.
Retirement proved to be all that he had
hoped. and it was not until he reached
his late 70s that serious health problems
began to develop. Diabetes and
Parkinson's disease then deprived him.
gradually. of all the things he had taken
pleasure in. and his death was a blessing
when it finally came. Howard is
survived by his wife Dorothy. his son
Stephen and wife, daughter Angela and
husband. and three grandchildren. His
legacy at the Clements Library, apparent
on every bookshelf and in every Library
activity, is timeless.

- John C. Dann. Director
Clements Library
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REMEMBERI NG HOWARD PECKHAM

Howard Peckham staged this droll pair ofportraits, compo sed the captions, and sent them off to
friends living in London as a gentle poke at their Anglophilia.

His Grace the Duke of Vinewood. "A witless
fop , " acco rding to Horace Walpole, "but a
favorite of the Queen, whom he serenades on
the bassoon. "

- John Shy
Trustee, Clemen ts Library

pension
applica tions,
acquired on
microfilm
from the

has since become the very active Held of Nat ive American
history, he once asked me what all the fuss was about in this
new-fangled social history of ordinary folk s. "We all are born,
grow up , most of us get married, usually have children," he
mused, "and then we die. Isn't that pretty much it '!" A long
conversation ensued.

But his mind was open, and his instincts sound. He
conducted and supported Clements projects durin g the
American Revolution Bicentenni al that have proved inva luable
to the "new" social historians, among them his own Toll for
Independence (1974), a meticulous recounti ng of Am erican
battle casualties, which when combined with his estimate of
deaths among American prisoners of war almos t quin tupled

the "official"
human cost of
the Revolu
tionary War.
A Peckham
inspired guide
to Re volution
ary War diaries
has also helped
the cause of
social history,
but the most
important may
have been his
solid backing
for John C.
Darm' s, The
Revolution
Remembered,
a compilation
drawn
painstakingly
from thou
sands of
veterans'

Sir John Dann, Earl of Dexter. Of him Dr.
Johnson said, "I would rather dine with
Dexter than sup in Chelsea. "

National Archiv es by the director himself.
Howard Peckham , a prudent and conservative man, began

and encouraged the single greatest change in the Library's
history. He turned it away from its original position, as an
exclu sive and somewhat forbidding place for bibliophiles and
expert historians, to an active and attracti ve site for research at
all levels and for education in the broad est sense . The quiet
building I entered naively in 1959 was in transition, under
Peckham's leadership. Since his retirement it ha s gone on to
become what he tried to make it- a vital part of the Univers ity
of Michigan, as well as an international center for historical
research. As such , the Library is his monument.

Howard Peckham entered my life in 1959, when I was a
Ph.D. student, starting a dissertat ion that needed much
research in the Clements Library, until then for me only a
historian 's treasure-house named in published authors'
footnotes. Th e buildin g awed me, as Mr. Clements had
intended, bu t its director, though a model of gentlemanly
dress and behavior, made me feel welco me, and even valued.
I had read his fine book on Pontiac and the great Indian
uprising of 1763, and so was pleased that this scholar would
invite me to lunch at the Union- not cheeseburgers in "The
MUG," but upstairs in the dining room with menus, silver
ware, and student waitresses- and quiz me gently about my
rese arch project.

A decade
latcr I was a
professor at
Michigan and
the designated
facult y memb er
of the
Clement s'
Committee of
Management,
on which by
Mr. Clements '
deed of gi ll the
director sat as a
non-voting
secretary. For
almost two
decades I
watched
Howard guide a
succession of
bemuse d
University
presidents (who
pres ided ove r
the Com
mittee 's
meetings)
throu gh his
agendas of big
and little items, playing his cards carefully so that when a real
problem arose he could count on a quick presidential OK.

Howard Peckham was not an trnplu sive man, but one
day, in trying to ease the Library' s never-ending shortage of
space, he generously gave me my choice of anyone of a
dozen or more of the canvas-covered wooden boxes used by
Major General Thomas Gage to ship his papers home from
Boston in 1776. I chose the box marked " 1770" in brass
headed nails- the year of the Boston Massacre. I cherished
that box, but lingering doubts and a guilty conscience led me
to give it back , to Howard 's successor, outside whose office
it now sits in a proper public place.

Like many older historians, Howard was puzzled by
some of the newer trends in historical writing. Although
him self a pioneer revisionist with the Pontiac book in what
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PUBLICATIONS BY
HOWARD H.
PECKHAM

I. CONC ERN ING TH E
CLEMENTS LI BRARY

"Arranging andCataloguing Manuscripts
in the William L. Clements Library,"
American Archivist (October, 1938).

Guide 10 the Manuscript Co llections in
the William L Cleme nts Library . Ann
Arbor and London . 1942.

Peckham, Howard H. and Colton Storm.
The William L Clements Library: A
Brief Descrip tion and Bibliographica l
Record: 1923-1944. Ann Arbor, 1944 .

" Randolph G. Adams, by a Form er
Colleague," Michigan Alumnus
(August. 1951).

Peckham. Howard H. and Georgia C.
Haugh, A Bihliagraphy ofRandolph G.
Adams with an Introducto ry Memoir.
Ann Arbor. 1962.

"The Clements LibraryApproaches its
50th Anniversary," Michigan Alumnus
(September, 1972).

History' of the William L Clements
Library 1923-1973: Its Development
and Its Collections . Ann Arbor, 1973.

II. ARCH IVES AND
LI BRA RI ES

"Manuscript Repositories and the
National Register: ' American Archivist
(October, 1954).

"Aiding (he Scholarin Using Manu
script Collections," American Archivist
(July. 1956).

"Opportunities in Local History,"
Nebra ska History (December, 1956).

"Policies Regarding the Use of Manu
scripts." Library Trends (1957).

Peckham, Howard H. (issue edi tor),
"Rare Book Libraries and Collections,"
Library Trends (April. 1957).

"Bibliogra phy and the Collecting of
Historical Material," Pap ers of the
Bibli ographical Society ofAmerica
(1964).

"The Research Library: ' New liJrk
History (March. 1970).

III. HISTO RYAN D
BIBLIOGRAP HY: BOO KS

Pontiac and the Indian Up rising.
Princeton, 1947. Reprint. New York. 1970:
Chicago . 1971: Detroit, 1994.

Peckham, Howard H. and Colton Storm.
Invitation to Book Coll ecting, Its Pleasures
and Practices, with Kindred Discussions of
Manuscripts, Maps, and Prints. New York,
1947.

Byrd, Cecil K. and Howard H. Peckh am, A
Bibliography of Indiana Imprints. 1804
1853. Indianapolis. 1955.

The War for Independence: A Mili tary
History. Chicago. 1958. Reprint. Chicago,
1979.

The Colonial Wcm. /689- 1762. Chicago ,
1964.

The Making of the Univers ity ofMichigan,
1817-1967. Ann Arbor, 1967. Revised
edition. Ann Arbor, 1994 .

Peckham, HowardH. and Charles Gibson,
eds., Attitudes of the Colonial Powers
Toward the American Ind ians. Salt Lake
City. 1969.

lieutenant John Montresor 5 manuscript map of the Detroit River. 1763, drawn during Pontiac 's siege, was an important source fo r
Peckham's Pontiac and lheIndianUprising

-
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General Nathanael Greene, American Revolutionary
War hero whose biography Peckham adaptedjor young
readers.

Why the British Lost the American
Revolution. Fort Wayne, 1963.

Life in Detroit under Pontiac 's Siege .
Detroit, 1964.

Ohio

Pontia c sSiege ofDetroit. Detroit,
1951.

"Indian Cap tives Brought to
Detroit," Detroit Historical
Society. Bulletin (June, 1956).

Greetings to Ohio: An Exhibit ion
in Honor ofOur Neighbor s
Sesquicentennial. Held at the
Indiana Histo rical Society Library.
Indianapolis, 1953.

"Speculations on the Colonia l
Wars ," William and Mary
Quarterly (October, 1960).

" Books and Reading on the Ohio
Valley Fronti er," Mississippi
Valley Historical Review (Marc h,
1958).

"Tears for Old Tippecanoe.
Religious Interpretations of
President Harrison's Death,"
American Antiquarian Society.
Proceedings (Apri l, 1959).

"Odd Man Out." Michigan
Alumnus Quarterly (A utumn,
1955).

Redcoats and Red Men: The Develop
ment ofAmerican Military Confidence.
Indianapolis, 1970.

Education in Early Am erica: A Guide to
an Exhibition in the Clements Library.
Ann Arbor, 1967.

"M arqu is de Lafayette: Eager Warrior,"
in George A. Bil lias, ed., Geo rge
Washington j ' Generals. New York, 1964.

"Commodore Perry's Capti ve,"
History (July, 1963).

" Indian Relations in the United States,"
in John Francis McDennott , cd .,
Research Opp ortunities in Amen'can
Cultural History. Lexington. Kentuck..y,
1961, pp. 30~45.

A rbiters ofTaste for Ear ly America. A
Guide to all Exhibition in the William L.
Clements Libra ry. Ann Arbor, 1962.

"Josiah Hann ar and his Indian Expedi
tion," Ohio State Archaeological and
Historical Quart erly (July, 1946).

Carmony, Donald F. and Howard H.
Peckham, A Brief History of Indiana.
Indianapolis, 1946.

"Kate, the Washerwoman 's Daughter : A
Bibliographical Puzzle," University of
Kentucky Libraries. Bulletin , Lexington,
1950.

"Mail Service in Indiana Territory,"
Indiana Magazine ofHistory (June,
1951 ).

Adam s, Randolph G. and Howard H.
Peckham, with forcward by William A.
Ganoe, Lexington to Fallen Timbers,
1 775~1794: Episodes fro m the Earliest
History ofOur Military Forces. Ann
Arbor, 1942.

"The Sources and Revisions of
Parkman's Pontiac," Bibliographical
Society ofAmerica Papers (1943),
pp. 293~307.

"Sir Henry Clinton 's Review of Simcoe's
Journal," William and MUf)' College
Quarterly (Octo ber, 1941) .

"James Tanner 's Account of Lincoln 's
Death ," Abraham Lincoln Quarterly
(September, 1942).

" You May Fool All the People Some of
the Time. .. A n Exhibition of Appropriate
Errors of Historical Judgment and
Geographical Knowledge." A Guide to
an Ever-timely Exhibition in the William
L. Clements Lib rary. Ann Arbor, 194 1.

"The Man with the Hole in His Stomach,
Bein g As Well the Story of the Man Who
Peered Into It," Michigan Alumnus
Quarterly (April , 1940).

"British Secret Writing in the Revolu
tion: ' Michigan Alumnus Quarterly
(Winter, 1938).

"Captain Thomas Morris on the
Maumee," Ohio Archaeological and
Historical Quarterly (Fall, 194 1),
pp. 49~54.

"Michigan and the Tra nscontinental
Railroad," Michigan History
(Winter, 1937).

The Tollfor Independence:
Engagements and Battle Casualties
of the American Revolution.
Chicag o, 1974.

Historical Americana: Books from
which Our Ear ly History is Written.
Ann Arbor, 1980.

Peckham, Howard H.• ed.. Sources
ofAmerican Independence:
Selected Manuscripts from the
Collections of the \Vil/iam L
Clements Library. 2 vols. Chicago,
1978.

Indiana: A Bicentennial History.
New York, 1978.

IV. HI STORY: ARTICLES
AN D PAMPH LETS

Marshall , Douglas W. and Howard
H. Peckham , Campaigns ofthe
American Revolut ion: An Atlas of
Manuscript Maps. Ann Arbor ,
1976.
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"Collegia ante bellum. Attitudes of
College Professors and Students Toward
the American Revolution," Pennsylvania
Magazine ofHistory and Biography
(January, 1971).

Jones, Howard Mumford and Howard H.
Peckham , 'The Declaration ofIndepen
dence: Two Essays," American Anti
quarian Society. Proceedings (1976).

"Retrospectu s," William and Mary
Quarterly (July, 1984).

"Winnie and the Town Bull ," American
Magazine (Spring-Summe r, 1985).

V. EDITED PRI MARY
SOURCES

An Undelivered Letter to Paul Revere
1775. From the Thomas Gage Papers.
William L. Clements Library. Ann Arbor,
ca. 1937.

Peckham, Howard H., with a foreward
by Kenneth Robert s, Old Fort
Michilimackinac; Reproductions of Two
Maps f rom the Papers ofGeneral
Thomas Gage in the William L. Clements
Library. Ann Arbor, 1938.

George Croghan sJournal ofHis Trip to
Detroit in /767, with His Correspondence
Relating Thereto: Now Published for the
First Time from the Papers ofGeneral
Thomas Gage. Ann Arbor and Londo n,
1939.

Brown, Lloy d A. and Howard H.
Peckham, Revolutionary War Journals of
Henry Dearborn, 1775-1783. Chicago ,
1939.

"Dr. Berkenhout's Journ al, 1778,"
Pennsylvania Magazine ofHisto ry
(Jan uary, 1941).

The Journal of Captain Thomas Morris,
1764. Fort Wayne, 1941.

The Frantick Lover, by Maj or John
Andre; An Effu sion Now for the First
Time Printed from the Original Manu 
script Preserved Among the Papers of
Sir Henry Clinton. Birmingham,
Michigan, 1941.

Indiana in World weir Il, vol. II,
Bloomington, 1948. Soldiers' letters ,
edited by Howard Peckham.

"Thomas Gist' s Indi an Captivity,
1758-1759," Pennsylvania Magazine
ofHistory (July, 1956).

Captured by Indians: True Tales of
Pioneer Survivors. New Brunswick, 1954.

Treason ofthe Blackest Dye. Ann Arbor,
1958. Benedict Arnold letter.

An Unaccepted Letter to George Wash
ingtonfrom the Original in the William L.
Clements Library. Ann Arbor, 1959.
Admiral Richard Howe letter.

Rogers, Robert, Journals. Reprinted
from the Original Edition of 1765.

Introduction by Howard H. Peckha m.
New York, 1961.

Memoirs of the Lif e ofJohn Adlum in the
Revolutionary War. Chicago, 1968.

Narratives of Colonial America.
Lakeside Classics. Chicago, 1971.

VI. C H ILDRE N 'S
LITERATURE

William Henry Harrison, Young
Tippecanoe. Indianapolis, 1951.

Indiana Heroes fo r Young Hoosiers.
Indianapolis, 1953. Lives of George
Rogers Clark , Chief Little Turtle, and
Will iam Henry Harrison.

Nathanael Greene, Independent Boy.
Indianapolis, 1956 .

Pontiac , Young Ottawa Leader. India
napolis, 1963.

V II. HUMO RO US PIEC ES

Crashing the Clements Library; or, The
Day the Aviator Dropped In. Ann Arbor,
1936.

One More Reason Why Michigan is
Succeeding the Decadent East as the
Center ofHistorical Research in the Era
of the American Revolution. Ann Arbor,
1940.

Ogima obwandiyag omasinaigani
tessabang. Ann Arbor, 1943. Peckham 's
"forgery" of Pontiac's bookplate- a
practical joke played on Randolph G.
Adams, recounted in Charles Hamilton 's
Great Forgers and Famous Fakes. New
York 1980, pp. 239-4 1.

V II I. PHO N OG RAPH
RECORD

Voices ofthe American Revolution.
Edited and narrated by Howard H.
Peckham. Ann Arbor, 1959.

Lef t: This unique print, a Peckham
favorite, is obviously a contemporary
propaganda piece designed to inflame
Americans against the British and Indian
f orces during the War of 1812.

PAGE 10 THE Q!JARTO



Howard H. Peckham at his retirement in 1977. Portrait by Joseph Maniscalco, gift ofthe
Board ofGovernors. Clements Library Associates.

HOWARD
PECKHAM ON
RETIREMENT. 1977

Howard Peckham concluded his
1976-77 Annual Report, his twenty
fourth and last, with these words:

What remains to be said? It was
my good fortune to have become
acquainted with the Library first as
a student when it was but six years
old and struggling for identifica
tion and an effective role. Director
Randolph G. Adams was preach
ing the philosophy of rare books
and the gospel of bibliographical
research. Now the academic
atmosphere is more congenial, and
the Clements Library is a re
spected, pre-eminent, stable yet
dynamic institution 54 years old
- and still beautifully housed.

During my 33 years with the
Library, I looked forward to every
Monday morning and rather
regretted the speedy arrival of
Friday evening. I have been
lucky; it is not given to every man
to find such zest in his work.

Sometimes I felt that the Clements
Library had a life of its own which
absorbed me and gave meaning to
my endeavors . It is something to
believe in as an enduring intellec
tual asset of a University of which
I was proud to be a part. Shaping
that asset has been eminently
gratifying.

At the Founders Day tea in April
[ expressed my appreciation to all
the University presidents and vice
presidents under whom I have
served, and to the very capable
staff members, current and past,
who would make any Director
look his best. Several of them
have moved on to larger responsi
bilities in other institutions, and I
am proud of this Continental
"alumni." Of course, I feel a
special aff ection for the Commit
tee of Management and the Board
of Governors, who have shared my
enthusiasm and supported my
ventures for the development of
the Library. If I depart with some
satisfaction at its present dimen
sions and program, I likewise
leave the University with immense
gratitude for an exciting and
rewarding career.

CLA NEWS

At their May 2, 1995 meeting, the
Associates Board of Governors had
the excit ing opportunity to purchase a
unique document - a first-hand
acco unt of one of the earliest English
expeditions to South Carolina's
coastal islands and waterways. In
1663. the same year Charles 11 granted
patents to eight Proprietors establish
ing the province of Carolina, Captain
William Hilton of Barbadoes explored
the coasts of North and South Caro
lina, and founded the first settlement
at Charles Town (Cape Fear) in
present-day North Carolina. lt was
not an ideal site and the Proprietors
directed Hilton to explore farther
southward.

Lt. Col. Robert Sanford was
given command of an expedition
which sailed from Charles Town on
June 14, 1666. Lt. James Woory was
in the small company of about twenty
colonists and sailors, aboard two small
ships, the sloop Rebecca, and the
shallop Speedwell. Woory made a full
report of the venture entitled, "A
Discovery of the Coas ts, Islands,
Rivers, Sounds & Creek s of that part
of the province of Carolina between
Cape Romano and Port Royall."
Sanford 's narrative of the expedition
has long been available to historians.
Woory's hitherto unknown account
adds a new perspective and consider
ably more detail, par ticularly about
the numerous Native Americans living
in the region. Woory visited their
villages , and marvell ed at their well
cultivated fields of "come, pease and
beans, peach tress with fruite thereon"
and "musk Mellons Quashes
pumpions and other fruite."

Lt. Woory' s report is a significant
acqui sition - we are most grateful to
the Associates for their genero sity.
The Clements has a superb collection
of first-hand acco unts of the earliest
exp loration and settleme nt of North
America in the 16th and 17th centu
ries. Among the rarit ies purchased by
William Clements and presented to the
Library with his original gift was
William Hilton's 1664 narrative. Lt.
James Woory's report has never been
published. The Clements intends to
issue Lt. Woory's acco unt, among
other publications, as part of its 75th
Anniversary Celebration in 1997-98.
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The Regents ofthe University: Deane Baker. Ann Arbor; Laurence B.
Deitch. Bloomfield Hills; Daniel D. Horning, Grand Haven; Shirle)' l\f:
McFee, Battle Creek; Rebecca Mcfsowan. Ann Arbor: Andrea Fischer
Newman, Ann Arbor: Philip H. Power. Ann Arbor; Nellie 1\1. Varner,

Detroit: JumesJ. Duderstadt. ex officio.

.....----(1)1----------.

CALENDAR OF EVEN TS

September 21, Clements Library
Associates Fa ll Program . Lecture,
Professor William Lewis, "Dear Mom,
Send Me My Paints": An Art Student in
the United States Navy, 1944-1945, at
the Library, 4 pm, receptio n following.
Exhibit open weekdays, 12-2:30 and by
appointment, (3 13) 764-2347, Septem 
ber I to Decemb er 22, 1995.

October l-December 15, Price Visiting
Research Fellowship s. Applications for
1996 accepted October l -December 15,
award s announced January, 1996 .

October 3, CLA Board Meeting. Lnnch
at the Library, at noo n, followed hy the
meeting.

October 28, Associates trip to Toledo
Museum of Art exhi bit, "Made in
America." Lunch with Toledo Museum
Library League.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

March 10, Clement s Library Associates
Spri ng Program. Lecture, Martha Wolfe,
Director of the John Bartr am Associa
tion, on Hi~t<:ric Bartram 's Garden,
Philadelphia . Meeting co-sponsored by
the Friends of the UM Matthaei Botani
cal Gardens, 3 pm, at the Library.

May 7, CLA Board Meeting

ANNOUNCEMEN TS

Price Visiting Research Fellowships

1995 Price Visiting Research Fellow
ships were awarded to three doctoral
candidates, Nathaniel J. Sheidley,
Princeton University, Andrew Podolsky,
Northwestern University, and Bethel
Saler, University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Applications for 1996 fellowships
should be made between October 1 and
December 15, 1995. Awards will be
announc ed in January, 1996. For further
information , phone (3 13) 764-2347,
FAX (3 13) 747-07 16.

CLA Fall Program: Remembering
World War II

William Lewis, Professor Emeritus,
University of Michigan School of Art,
will give a lecture opening an exhibition
of his watercolor paintings, "Dear
Mom, Send Me My Paints" : AnArt
Student in the United States Navy, 194J
1945, Professor Lewis has had a
distinguished career as an artist and
ednca tor. On the Art School faculty
from 1957 to 1985 , he spec ialized in
watercolor, and taught design, drawing,
and painting. His work has been
exhibited widely and is found in private
and publi c collections throug hout the
United States. Professor Lewis will
speak at 4 pm , September 21 , at the
Library.

" Made in America" at The Toledo
Mnsenm of Art

Associates are invited to join the
Library League of The Toledo Museum
of Art for the exhibit, "Made in
America: Ten Centuries of American
Art," followed hy lunch and a tour of
the Museum Libra ry, on Saturday,
October 28. The cost for transportation
from Ann Arbor, lunch, and exhibit
tick et s is $23 .00 per per son; exhibi t
tickets and Innch onl y, $15.50 per
person. A UM bns wi ll depart from the
North Campus Commuter Lot, Glazier
Way, at 9:15 am, and return at 3 pm.
Reservations are requi red. Phone (313)
764-2347, FAX (313) 747-07 16.

Spring Program: CLA and Friends of
the Matthaei Botanical Gardens

Clements Associates and Friends of the
Matthaei Botani cal Garden s are co
sponsoring a lecture by Martha Wolfe,
Director of the John Bartram Associa
tion, on Historic Bartram 's Garden in
Philadelphia, on March 10, at 3 pm , at
the Libra ry. An exhibit, "Listening the
secrets of the vernal grove": Botany in
Eighteenth- Centu ry America, drawn
from the Clemen ts collections, and
illustrated by plant material from the
Matthaei Botanical Gardens, will be
shown fro m March 10 thron gh June 23.
Both the lecture and exhibit are offered
in conjunction with the 1996 Ann Arbor
Flower and Garden Show, "Art in
Bloom, " presen ted by the Matthaei
Botauical Gardens, March 28-3 1.
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