
 

         

 

 TEAM UPDATE #10  
GGEENNEERRAALL  NNOOTTIICCEESS    

 
No changes. 

Question & Answer System 
No changes. 

Section 0 - Introduction 
No changes. 

Section 1 - Communication 
 
No changes. 

Section 2 – Team Organization 
 
No changes. 

Section 3 - The Arena 
No changes. 

Section 4 - The Game 
No changes. 

Section 5. The Robot (includes the Kit of Parts) 
No changes. 

Section 6 – Robot Transportation 
No changes. 
Section 7 – At the Events 
No changes 
Section 8 – The Tournament 
No changes. 

Section 9 – The Awards 
No changes. 

Section 10 – Get Published 
No changes. 
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2006 FIRST Guidelines, Tips & Good Practices 
No changes 

E-Mail Blasts Sent Since Last Update 
No changes 
 

Question & Answer Items of Note 
 
At this particular point in the Fix-it Window, this question, and the answer 
supplied, should be noted as it applies to all teams and clarifies when work on 
the robot ends for everyone.  
 
To what extent are teams allowed to do any software work (planning, design, coding, 
parameter adjustments, and/or testing) with their practice robots or dashboards 
outside of the Fix-It windows? 
 
 
After the robot has shipped, and outside of the FIX-IT WINDOWS, software development is 
prohibited. 
 
FIRST acknowledges that software development is a thought-intensive process. Teams 
cannot be prevented from thinking about their software implementations, and it is not our 
intent to do so. However, the amount of activity permitted for the development of the final 
product is severely restricted during this period. Pondering software issues that remain to be 
resolved, researching general case solutions, discussing solutions with teammates, and 
outlining algorithms at a high level are all reasonable activities. But developing detailed 
pseudo-code, writing actual lines of code, verification of syntax, final debugging, etc. would 
be considered development of the final software implementation, and are all prohibited. 
 
Consider an analogy to hardware development. The “put your tools down” policy after the 
FIX-IT WINDOW means that no fabrication of any hardware component is permitted during 
this period. You are allowed to think about how a part is to be fabricated, sketch out designs, 
collect raw materials, prepare tools, etc. But you cannot actually engage in work to create 
the physical item. By analogy, you can think about and prepare for development of software 
for your robot, but you cannot work on the creation of the final product (your customized 
software program). 
 

 


