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IMTRODUCTICN
on & oet 4%, FINCCHHAFEN fell end a new phase ocgen in the
comonign un Lh ETION PENINE A,

“n anbicivation otf' the capture or FLISCHL EN, Comd 1 Aust

¢.coa vicijed Div 1@ ub R BUNGS on 1 Qcd t-d issued the following

. apop) ordurs, cibseguently contirmed on 5 gct in 1 anst Corps
ub .o str No 6. )

3 pust Dir.was to -~

”,

\ pefeni FINSGIHAFET

€3
(o) DeveZcp FLNSCLUTET es & Base Eub Ared .
¢} eain control of the eust coast of HUON PENINSULA uD

to and includinz SIO

The evente trom this daie onwerds until the =sapture of SI0 on
15 J.n 44 tell into five main phases:

PHASL T Reinforcement and preparostlon for offensive 5y
both sides 2 0ct - 15 Ocs, )

orATh IX The enemy attzmp* *o retale FINSCHHAFEN i6
ga% = 58 0%,

PHLED IIT. E-p-gonisaiion er? redigiriout’on of forces in
. proparetion tor our offens!ve 29 0ct =~ 1D 1lV.

TELER IV mhe a’tuck 10 Mo = 20 DO

" PEASS ¥ Phe pursuit, and the capture of 5I0 31 Dec -

15 Jan 44,

I

ASH I

LT 1

Reit.loyiomenly tad prer 1ration fop offensive LY, path sidee
S gel_ -~ 15 oot 48

or

-gijon - C¥.: Troot.

For the capiure oi FINLOUEAYEN, Comd 2v Bu: nad cor-2nigr ated
hig three ona in the R bRl sves, leaving only 2/43 Ia to DProiess
the SCARLFT BEACE maintenanceé a8r... Thie bx wes dispoaed Witk cae
2oy in NCUTH HILYL area coverirnz the approach f£2om the north along
the coastal track; one coy artride thr track weatd of KATIZA ccvering
t-:z “irect route into SCARLET BZ4LCH Tfrom the SATELBEKG Cipecticn.
ond 2/13 Bn less *7c coys on the SATELBERG track, with the fo-ward
cor oceap;fing JIVL /4. ZIG VILLAGE &ares.

Sisuntica -~ Enenwy

During the 20 Bde edvence on TiKSCIHAFEN, the eneny had psze
w.thdraw.ng his forces from the srea soutu cf R MAF. via she irland
S e PIRTLORG - GURUNKOR - KUMAWA ‘o SATRLBER.. By 2 Oct, hip
rmore hod been ~ommleted, and with the navel garriedn whicj hed
=.thdrcy: from PINSCHHAFEN, the lotal enemy sirength in 7 'TELBERG
area, giter alloving fer casualties suffered Ifrom og gep ko L O9h.
Wen approXimesely < BOO

At the game time, swoustential reinforoemanls weye qmaved 6own
the coast by sea and overland, to SATELRRRG, Thip fore: talalle
8,PC0O end consisted prinoipally of Hig 80 Jly, Div troops end %0 Ind
negs,  They had teen engaged op poad vork in POGADTIM avea BUE
aftep tie leadinr ot LAS, vweye order to move at once to FIMAGHHAFEL-



- 3 = .

PONULY By nuerge and purdly on Iouk snd feivyeen @ = )2 Oct were
eorivipng in WaAlT arza via $he everiend trecl O FALASA.

——— VLA Ty

s The eneay roslstel stremzlsr o1l pue gt cmgtn 30 edvanc: on

s TATRLEER®, and his gencrel unt$n'1c“ in thL, padas geels to have

- teen o wul’ld un his n—,c.ou- and prepsre for his qounier offensive,
wvipcd 1§ the pooidtoce of PIESCHHS TR

#C Fuee Qoeritlery Beiore Jrrival of Div Ha

1a v iEraags sent $o Coud 20 Lie tefnre the fall of QﬁmhﬁﬁLJﬁﬂI,_
12 iy Jamd had siress2d the imdortancs of the early copsure P
LODIEFRG,; and wita this cbject, 2nd i s.:.l'.:.’ 27 the Inereesing cnemy
LLERVITT o the SATELPRRS truck and in the coasisl sector norih of

Co-VLEY BRACH, Oomd Bde bezen an immediate redisposition of Mim
Ierzes, e le Cord'e plan wes to relieve 2/4% Bn less twn coys
Bnotne CUWELEERT fresk Uy R/17 Bz, The "h:]e of 2/45 Bn woqu then
Qi opreilatie for the einse proteciionu of SARLYT BRAGH from tne north
2l ©-3%, and 247 Bn was to mress on '::ec.i alr-‘w the trac.. .L.LOZI
S TVATENY and capivre SATRLBEIC.
excoutinn g bhir Dlin was inteprrupied by offensive acktion
5T on 1 {et, A C:cr» 2/43 Bn ut SJIVEVANENG had heen :
2F & ercmr Jurce Taich o::':flcn.,.ed. ctheir positina to the
o g0t azl-i8z th: U TRLSIRG $rack in theip nea- to the east
LilfTe, LeETerel aticiupts to relieve A Coy wepr= unsuccessiul,,
: ‘ NEUNLLT o & Qe the ooy, uvnder *nsuruﬂ icls dropped o them
o ' ezrerzfi, rejoinsd the mnin cody by isoring south 2f the
siticD on wob =x» trech, While iz0lutel the coy repvleszd
“rEhT aivacke, RIiling et least 50 Jarz snd wounding many
T uLs now e@ppuzsmi fagh fhe enpsey wos in gtrength on trhs
SHTALSZNT Irack, and o drivz on SATELBEDT ﬂlo* thut ards would pe
& Zont an” contly ‘ask. Ccli 20 Ede thep:] decideﬂ to atteipt
en: puiiianking covewent io the gaufi. om 5 0 ct, uceordingsly, 2/17

un less tNs coys ro"e“ DJ a sisep :;3573 pul up to LINAYa village,

N -
snimi ‘he:; ccoceed witlhout cpposiiicn. Ghe seigure ol this

U
wos DIuapht gy rn? w2cilcel zivaniages, wnd alego some diffic-
85 26 ¢.5 the mein ensuy iend raute int 0 BAPELARRG froc the
scuth (though en witerna..ve truck sriBted via NODELY end MARAETD) ,
and gavi 7.5l cherrvetion un to SATELAERZ and iceess rworth to
SatEl RZ5 rd e fhence o the SATERLRTRG LITCET itgelf, Sut the
veTy Tect of Jis position on ths enemy inland withdrawel route T
MINCFEEEY, it facticzl ”"’u:, &:1 ite imperianoce to us as a

) T G a;ha requiree thol 3 least one cuy :eu;ined %0 haldl the
‘\ arule oL Lhe teee™, junction ¢4 protect it sgainsi .ay envity attack
‘DG - e goutis Thus the forze gvailutle Lo GKQlOlu north
YYrLris CATELBRRG wag very emall, and viien it steuck soiid enemy
“Prosition on 6 Out north of KIRIAY A, 1ittdle furtrr progress was

G IR~ 3

ep h‘ff1nu1ty w2z maintenance: tiic engrs at onnce
Dt . an “.urk nn 4 j2ep ifrach h"ourh RIASI™: n to YUIKZA, ard

CrentlAlyY reuched the villag out i3 wus ot Hegt an e“urene ¥
2%€<” dr —weatliier truck, and d"“‘ipg its econssimetlon, =nd in wet
W.LL0ED, L6 roguired numerous native porters essisted by de‘m ol
 ther tnit tc kcep svoplies un,

Dot 20 Bie now: uQCl&Eh 10 incrcese the pressupe tnwuatds
l" f-'."\- A -

~_’l

L3 By prTing L/35 B obo Dl.afih and congent trating L/L7 Bn on
) t.r.J DATELEERE Lruok;  leavias the protection of FINSCHHAL **""‘ te 2/4i5
! o oin *he Simals are Y. With coys Lorward at TIBINGS 0 and .:m the

- s n

HONIN BUNE 0f B §alE, end o 02 in, dicn sed f'om‘;u of R APT I amreoyg
i. i.!f.‘.‘.--lll-& SCGTT, secordingly, Lun coys 2 47 Bn pel_eveﬂ £7%93
" AAn TIVEVATING hrua m 3 0ct, and on 7 Oat B,lb Bn began to rarei
§ il Urom PINSCLIIAVEN to XU -.'{.’. > Beforg thelr rrrival, on 8 Gol,
3 i snery 1uunc:ed & hzavy counterwitugk con 2/1l7 = near "EUMAYA;
£ YRV hooattick leiled completely, peing repuised with heuvy Jooiep,
¥
*
,-.g;_
23 .



“ 8 0w

BAY 5n fullowed up vASh o sdesesstu) enslreling uwiback on the
BATEIBEP? track, eepturing u womlnuiing knoli, which iXey.sudse -
ueniiy held agalnst tiarke heavy snd very ccstly counberutsseks oy
the enemy, Bul their further uttexpis to wdvence werd sbibpormly
rcsigtad,

The Bltnatisn whzn Aoy HQ & Aust Div opened ot FITSCHILELT on
10 Cct 48, wns thut 2/25 "n had teken over the KUdaWA sector; B/A%
5~ wag b GIVIVAIENC - Doth oua facing stromy enemy rorces weli
dug &%} the SCARLE™ ZRAGCI walatenance arca sozewhat we:-illy rrotenbed
oy ofly one ta (243 3n} and t“: lin:e cf communicatisn ts zoth
AL .. wnd JIVEVANENZ uncertsin in wet weather. At this ticr hery
Pui~ did zetnully :mke thes: tracks impassaole iy J:eps and furthep
wlvarce wus held up unitil supplies could be brilt up,

Forward :ove of HO 9 Aust Liv_ard 24 =de Gp

in order to curry cut the ordc.os issucd in 1 Aust Corpy (1))
Instr Yo 6 (sce para 2 zoove), fomd 9 Aust Div was guthoriged &9
vove €5 PLISCHHAFRY the beluncs of the Div less nne bde group, uf
his diacretion, with the proviso thet the movenent of tronpis an
uhe suvsequent maintenence ot the force from IAE sres must be
within the cepacity ¢ ihe craft of the Boet Bn 533 Regt 9 2 u-del
eouabnd O Aust Div, sssisted by whetever crafi 543 Rept, unded aand
UBAS0S 24y Rese LaR, cculd wake availeble,

Tt was thue necznoery Yo dscide what numbe: of cre®t cavld be
sprrud Trom waintenance of the PINSCHH.YEZR &rea fop the movenent of
valts forward fros LaZ, und what scéle oi rescsrves it vis neczasary
to build up in e forwurd ures. It wes &lso necisanyy to detelaiine
tlie oSt suitadble priority o unite for the forward :ove and the
Lrdnestion o1 the crarf't avsilable. The situation at PIFSC.I ANEN
Lsde it cleur thet Lore fighting toe ., 6 were required forderd &s
Suriy «3 Poesibl-: obci liut need hed to pe balanesd aga.nst the
segrircmenus oY vduinistruative units to develop the base and to
waintain the force at ¥.SCHiHA-TN &5 it increcsed in size.

On 6 Oct the :pwves by cea in craft of 6532 Regh (2 ES3) negan
und gontinued steedilr until by 15 Oct the force &t FINSCHLATEN
ccipnined the feollowainzy ;- -

AEY 73 9 Aust Biv
HG BAL @ dust v
2/12 Aoxd PA Regh
2/4 frst Lt JA Regh (lese one bty)
Ha Y45 9 nusi Dlv
2/5 aust ¥Q Coy
Det 2/ Aust kech Eqpt Coy
G 29 Aust In Lde
u/)Z Aust Irf Bn
2/15 aust Ini zn
2/17 just InT Bn
EZ 24 Aust Inf 3Bde
2/28 Aust In® Bn
2/32 iust Inf Bn
2/43 ;ust Inf 3n
2/2 aust ¥ Bn
2/3 aust Pnr Bn
22 Aust Iaf 2n

01 )0 Oct Adv HZ 9 aust Div opened an the 1. sh shore of
LANCTZAK fp¥, and relieved 20 Bde of responaibility ior meirntenunps
in BTBSGHHAE%H pnd the adminigtration of the men; svounits end

- supporting tyQopm An the ures,



e Ly Gomd eppreclated thet the vwital procsl 2n the anoo Sl

SATRLEERE maounitain Yeeture
Tm s long nmerrcw ridg: rvunnding weat 2o GUBIFA
ox the coast to WAREO.

Atcang thlz latter ridgs run o irack whicy fro enemy Laed b
: ; tea rrourat Jown the coesst in barges, to nis Lronna
nilani in the WAREQ - SATELBIRG area, Poesesslon of the ric::

we LG deny the enemy . xa2llent observation of the cosstiins e a4

Zoueh as LuRGER IURANTE cad cub one of nis suprly. routes Fron tha
- Purther, Yawmp, ot the westeirn end of the ridge was itseiy
I3 pleseer which Somlnated the :zntire L SOLG VALITY gng
o Zr.on@ Do SCARLER PRACH cs fo: “'ant as the SATELBSRS
e, L% wng als' the [umiction point of mary importen® Sracky -
Ineblr tha2 Jges inlepd track frem KAL:SA, the track fron the rica
EJLE casirict censred on ZULUNGTURU, and seversd routes down o the
ousl ad LULITIA, KALTQLA wad LAKoMA. fres WARFD) eleo | adlated
Srack: Lo SATELIEES, PALATRG ed NGN3ORA - all of :hem rouier of
ZarIUl” e eneny firces in these loctlities snc of aceess fogr thae

cenemy ¢ Ctheck our dorces ln tar SCANLTD BEACH end FIISCEAFLH

_}";\

(TR

The capsure o the GUSIK. — VA0 line would therefore %ogh
=asure thy PINSCITTANVEL area and nosvide she groung I'com vhich an
orfensive could be iaunched i drive the Juyz3 from the east cc:.3% of
TN PINTUSULA and cepture SIO, which were the iwo operaiicnal tasis
givyen io the Div. tmile the enemy held SATELBELRG, however, 3he
lef{ fiank of & drive .or the GUSIKA - VARZO iine would be onexa to
atlaclk; ead the Div Consl s vien therefore enviiaged fwo preli_inasy

20vea bellore the advanc: on WARED :
() The cepture ~f SATELBERG,
b) The conirol of track junetious in BOIRA eved to ors the
enem suPply line to the ceest ang owen the " AP0 eature
Lo actack from the east by the enur alc..z vhich the
traclk ren Trom GUSIA-

Lo

-

3y 11 Cct, L: Ede vp beginniri wo arrive at FINAOHHARSN end
iy fomd re2llofted ar.as of responsibiliiy as follows -

]
)
]
ot
w

24 Bde ‘%/43 Ba, 2/3 Fnr Bn)
Ceatre; 20 B&z (8/13, 2/15, 2/A7 Brpa)
South; 2. La

The bouvtdaries of th> centre sccior (with the no-th gectcr)
ric. Lngl road CATELBLIN - JIVEVAITERG thence a3l exsi road o nortker
edge IETDSACH PLANT.TION ‘huncz to AKMLT PT:  the potiidnry with:
Bout2 seciom was inel R LAPE. Tasks allotted were ag icllovws :—

2% Ll2 -~ o provect SUAXLET BEACI ar.e in depth z-ai=zi ony
ensmy aivick from west or W, ard with nes leo3 then
tw. coys to goin cuntzol of f=eek Jictions vicinlty

10) ST _

20 Bde - To continus precsuye towamls SATELBERG vith a view
to iLts capiure.

22 Bn - To protect arca soui: R HAZE, incl LOGAWENLZ anl
landiard defence LRNGER HARBOUR,

The remtinder of 24 ©de had not yet roved from Lis, bub 2/29 nn
on errival 14 Gat came wider comd 24 Bde agrg 2,32 Bn on arxiv.l 1y 0ot

Secane inw~ 81y reservs in arza R QUOJA.



»e 5. v .. T

The reopganisetion of the foree and the other preparaiions
n: cesoery to execute this policy were still praceeding 'when
ev.dence Lrom many sources indlcated sirongly tiuet en eners atiec:
war ilmaisTnd, I was appreciated that the atiack mighd coms f-ap
rend ci- gen, or possibly & combination of both, and that i%n chiect
wouldl be the recapivre of FiNSCHHAFEN.

nk= probability of such an eemy move nad been foregeen oy the
% Cord, and underiined oy increaging evidenns of =ztrong eneny
reinforcanents arriving in the ¥.MEO areu, He had hoped to sniici-
pats ti. :neisy in reswming the offensive, but as it now seemsq
certain thal {he enemy rould be ready firet, orders were issuvsd on
1E ¢et; laying dout the poilcey for the def'ence of FINBCEIAFE™., The
Doinciial paroits were -

Cersain Jefined vitel ground to be h2ld at all costa,
Defence in deptn.

Loczal m~bDile reserve to be mainiained in each se~ior..
Coasy watching stations and bench @2fences to be
corganised from incl SCARTET EIACT to DREGEX FARIILD,

TN g Ty
RO e
T Ay P

Tr: vituel ground to be held abt &1l cosis included the frecok:
Jgxcttons near BONGA; NOJTH HITL; thie high ground about vwo. miies

- went of SCARLET BEACH peiween R S0 end SATELBERCE traclk neg-

JLVEVL NG KUHZAVA; TIRLEDORO =2:22; LUZAVENGE; LOZAWENG; ani 5239 LTiegt
L& bhase i harbour ereas DRTLAD JARTOUR. T7o coys 2/2 K2 BEa
vope Laged wndry Chmd 20 Bie, one ooy wnicr Comd £4 Bie,

Lt AL gons pit~3 on ths eaches were ziven a dual roic of .
vezak detence end edl tlional gum: were brought from ‘alend pasliions
.2 thicken the lefrnces. nf 3 pre wvere sited elong ihe eonzi, and
coas’ wavching and chailenzi..g siaticns organised from el-zenis of
2/2 L6 Ir; Lt AA, 2/12 Fd Reg: and inf B cchelsng. A1l ther-
dispcsiti- 23 were to be commleced by 1700 sires 16 Got.

2/32 Bn, on arrivil 15 Oct, was to coms into G'7 reserva.
wke only other uwiit in div reserve ai this tim: was 2/2 MG En lear
three coys, The tesk of protecting FINSCHAALPEM a2zl the shortags
T ir® was 2 constant handicap, throughout <ais siege, not o:ly o
cefenzive endl counter-offensive operaticns bus eleo to the crestis

I & afquete div reserve, Both 2/15 Ban end 22 3Bn were cc.miite

n

t- the Drotecticn of FINSCHHAFEN from the west, end 2/32 Bm, “n
Z.v rescrve In k QUOCA &reg; Lud or: coy at shori notige as mabile
rerave Yor coestal defence in ithe ARIDT PY area. 20 Bde Lad nn
reserve .8 i1y avallable - in fact its onl: trooms not cormilied
werc 2712 Ba lesa two ocoys, 2t SIMEALG. 24 Bde =ad, ap bic -cacrva.
enly 220 Ba le= ons cory, of Thich one coy was dippored fo» beach
defence on SGARLET BF.ACKH.

Eowe.2r by 2770 hours 16 Cct, &ll preparations poczibie hel
peen made to me2% the expicted enemy attack. The digpositiona ¢
our tToops are clown on Map Appxz MAY,

¥alnicnanedo

: 02 the first dey of the lending on ZIARLET BEACH S5 83w, 16
deys' cupplies had been landud for 25 Bde G-. From thet dat
FULSCREAFEN was resupplied solely from LAE aree, by 532 Tt 275
craft urdar Comd 9 Div, our of ras:rves brought by LGT8 Fron LUliA.

Thz nz2cessiiy for cerrying unitn Torward to FINSCHEAFSN in the some

(h
-y

T

‘eraxt 3till fueether corpliceted iz maintensncs position, h2

.

greacesy efforts could not sii'elr guarentee to revies? an expenditure
or mre (han 600 rounis of arty am—uniticn pep dey, and &3 one ztags

onl: two deys’ belenced rations ror the farce were held “forvard 8,
PLNCCHIH TEN, The difficuliien of pupply &nl maintenance wesc
fuapther increesed by the ir;egnlapitg and moerteindy of delivexs
£ T emen, At one Btege, siocks held ab G BEACH and LAN &

Aren ftcr- her repregented cnly 8 dsvs! repepver and foom the se
KiLUKa raperves Pad to he bullt v at PINISINIAFEN,
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o - this resulted in a gene

. there was still o number of 9'aust piv vehicles
. eraft were not available to bring them forward,

to 6U;ply HELDSBACH area, later destined to become the Div Maintensne
©7.. Arce as Bage Sub Area took over at PINg

. wes snpplied by sea from FINSCHHAFEN stocks,

.
Sine Uty ¥
" PR
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The transport of vehicles forward wue espeoislly difficult y tNd
rel shortage of venicles. wnd workshop faeiliti-

‘which remuined aoute until lute pea, Even in Jan

et G BEACH becuuse

in FINSCHHAFEN,

_With the arrival of HQ 9 Aust Ddv a

o _ t FIISCHHAFEN, the Div
¢ Heintensnce Area was laid oufeso that it

.+ developed into a Bame
.. maintein q

covld be subsequently develo:
BE.CH was developed to

LAUNCH JETTY BEACH opened

Sub Area, KEDAM
umps in FINSCHHAFEYN areu, and

CHHAYFEN. S8CARLET BEACH
then became mersly o forward 8upply beach for uvnits

in the wres, and

e



PHASE I1
- ENEHY ATTEPT T0 RETAKE FINSCIELLFEN
16 Oct ~ 28 Qct

Znemy 3itvation »nd I.tentions

The Iienosisions of ihe enemy fo-ce on 16 CGect, Fnet berore his
a aouther offersive bepan, ar - shown o Kup anpx 4" . ttgehzd. Con-
ST “iym-+ion of the enemv'ls inteitions had bteen obtnaired in a document
R t.ken irom the wody of a Jap CiTicer killed im a pa’»0l ciish rear
GIsIina on 15 Qct. waie was a copy of 20 Div 30 37y ) 329, decued &
: 3ATSBING on i2 Qet oy Lt Gen HATAGIRI, €cod 20 Div, First para of
o this read -

"after dusk cn X Qct ine mnin strength of M0 Int Ragzt will
attack the enemy in aRi. 7. area from the snorta side. “he
agsault boai Butal will penctrate through “he norinh coazt of
AREDY PP oa the night ol £ vay".

in a lster -aro it vwas stated:-

X bay villl te decided on ¥ minus 1 “ay at2300 hrs znd a Tire
will be seen or 20 minutes on the 5.2 320C¢ HIIGH'S".

Unite were vo light siailar ires in their areas to acknowledg

recelint.
'. ' Msona and Cperation Orders captured later shou :d that the enewy

had planned three co-orcdinated atta:lcc;-

75 Int degt adv-
ounter buttery

(a} A "diversian® in the n.. 'th, dbr two coy
vy oo
ver fired.

2
a..cing couth from BOLGA, £apported by ¢
program.e; vwnich for some rea2on vwa:z ne
(h) A seaborne attacik : a force consiziing of 10 oy 73 Int
Regt and a det of 20 ZIngr Regt, liberal’y equipped wich
explorivey and denolition cnargee, was 10 viove in barree
cown she coust from IAMARIWA, and Zund on 32472020 RILGH
Tan thue night oi I day'. Iinstructions to this TOUPA
parme AL (boat nenetration tal) stated “amuunition dwm:c
artili~vy positions, tanka, enezy HQ moored boats, barrac
ete ~hould b eclected as ovj-cliives”,

(¢) =hne main lanGward aticok : 20 Div was to ehiack eastward
frou SATELATRG-YARZD aren, with 80 In? Regt astride
: OATELNENG road, andé 79 Inf =gt o tle unoth, Obicctive
‘ of 80 in? Rept were shown o. ¢ capeured wap ag HELISMLSH,
north end HILDSBACH PLAWIATICH, amd oy ariy poeitions it
the arec, The »lan of 7% Inf Qegt wus chown in an Q00
issued 15 QOct, a8 tollows:

"HAYASALDL Butel (79 1nf Regt) will charge in and
-attack and anuihilete the eaeny locateu worth of
ARGDZ ERY.

2 2n, on the left, ws3 to DPreaix through our defences to-

wards S0UaRL0T B2aCH, "mop up the enemy elong tie right e
R 30HG" and then prepare to er3loit scuthwarls.

3 Bn, on the right, wus to follow 2 “r ithrough the breac?
in car defences, and then "attae® with surnrise the enem
in IL\71IfA from the reur snd ann.niiate them.

£ Day, as stated by this Operaticn Oré.r, was 16 Oct.

The Inegmy At-aok

. ALl unize of 9 Avet Div hud boen ordersc t2 »ost sentrice to
watol. for the Tire on SAYILBRERG, which ascevding tu the 20 =iv 00,
vas te indicate "% minus I Day". Ho zucl: Tipe wa8 obcrried; ad

o Binoe 1% rained heavily all night 15/16 Uet, it is doubotul withe:

L 8 five wag.ever Sugeessfully 1it, and quite certain that e, 1f o
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camuwn Pirez -weve 1%, iv ack. owledTeaent. This ey, Derhaps; ovsE
vooem thz weoss for a certann lecgk of co-c-iing sicn, sal G AaLEL-
coE alrsiatng. ia the various enemy J@h .28

me fnformssion recoivcd Troam higher avihority about figns LT
I
N
[}

il 1ﬂt::r'*g agiags oy " 0 ewert Giv' gave no indication of ine
Frapsale naeru of the offensi.e. it ned been sy zested thet it

S .ent be o wielly seborie sitaek by e “dividion of zhinc", and iz
oL gas . the Div gomd nad to be arepared throughnsut thiz perizd;
“nr = seab -oro Giverc.or. v full-ccele aszault, coordinated with s

conver-onengive O £ L e secupity of TlTdeHLT“I amnd
- mTaALt Ye R oaqr

Tal BAY ags Ln¢u an otieipted snemy landing wsE a constant eourue
... ergaerva, an’ & &hpein ci. the Liv'e ree.urces of trogps and sSuii-

DAE L IITG

-

L

ra

a0 s S 35, /17 B. near TI?:VALEHG, wel he. Jily
1 oo enoiy estimated at on? 20y,

£eLa piceumasly fren 80 Regh.
vioe ey . wpulused w . th heavy logseas. ?1gh:1n" montiony * im Lae
aren ~._ 4&r, &Y gt DIz s.oge an eneuly rores rot t-uwplie the rd
cast T TR giLag o0 were criven ovu. by & vig-ortous cnuntel attacs.

v 1000 . JPS apro.ldately wo enesy cf,s. supporiec vy 7O nm
L1y apain atvacked fvom the west, tut were finally . epulsel A ter

fk

two liour 1 heavy 11-¢n1ng, Py mgntlall, tae enainy attanks Luad
peterel aut, tlough slenznts vere ae” 2ved To pe StilZ in the areq.
me gnerw "diveosiont froa Lle2 wortn il tue cozsialr fecho  WEE
net foesoed “euE“MlLEle and resulted merely in mnat wag regarded a8
pat ol skirnizhes new— CUSINS on 15 Oct and was roy reedg ileed au
a perd ol she attadst LJ..i the eneny oraer wac uagturccs
2 niznt 16/1% Oc.s was quiet uetil 0300 Low:: wa.n g heaiy
ewﬁ vomb_ng -2id began o PIHBCHHATRL, area, contiauing £or an nour
and doieg no u.meye il lever. *his heralded the seahorre attael.

. 0435 hovrs three barges anproached 30ARLIY 3IW0H, gildirg in
with wotors muffled, zZoze to the dorthern ct 2. C:l..«~ to ruin
and A .iest ~ha the roise of the saul the varges —ere ..ot dewe bteﬁ
2,011 they wore not detected antil Shey 22 ¢loss o the movih oF

: wha- were then engaged &% point Llans reoge by Aofors ~nd
“~a pifles o” 2/23 pAn, ascisted Y. 37 um ard 50 cal Thiv. 2f a
éet 2f 5I2 gl L T5B. wo were disable’ on the sané spit st the
senth of the piver; the taird wag hit bat wapaged %o reiracy ol
\ itpdvew aorih np the cuasi, c.°ryline riany cusns ticg, to Judga fran
e uuise, 39 enery siere ki:led on the bedch A uae1r wenrTone and
ccuipr=nt ecaptured; insiuding nany demolition charges. wuines znd
L. apaleve Torpedoss. A0 enery escapﬂd across the nouth off Lhe
iver into the Juvngl- ~a the ucrth bank but viere m*-ped up £arng the
npw by patrolse ©F .0 AN “re2 secborne arm of the aiiack was thus &
cuplete feilupre.

ce 35 @at, the ma.d ence ¥ lundsward ateas g fron th. west begsamn.
ri w-e —mpagtd iTR Jrev v1gcur ana iorelisience for oir days. I
g r..4 Jiear Shal or 13 Nct th. enei,s hue been nasging . lav e Joren;
re_ghliry 2 wncle of 79 nf Xepgt My, h'tween the Risal y ulspnrqed
Tovioct sops of 275 2o Bn, «nto a concen.raticn areu Moui _re o lc
wec o7 ﬂh;lnr. :atrols frou the °/3 far 8r had hwed scerere” sla.hcs
wita & -1 cnemy Docvies on 16 Cet, inGicutisr inercoszed cnenmy

agtivity in this sector. 1t was POu tha_ble to aLuz8e acenrateiy
whet s4rengthr of enemy w.uas invoaved. it was r:se 1ably cierw;, houw-
ever hse

the enery oa“ties enc-.int:red were probavly advan.. anu

ilank guaras gerecaing the eauivarsd asoveuent of a consiverable Torue.
io therefore poinited *o conceried eneny tirrusis 21y Lha

2wi- o? L9 5ATTLITRG ROAD an” 'rom the vest towards SCARLET 3EACH.

=
=
[l
'-l
0
d
1ot

A% 1100 hrs 17 ‘et HQ 1/3 Por Pn, on the nigh grourd west of
VAYTHA, wog hzavily attackzed by about 00C SNTRY COY. The aitack
Vg 'cnulaeu, but spaswodic Plghtlng ¢sntinusd in $he area £l cor;
at lzz= Light a second 1trong atiack wae laulch: i, wiich broie inte
the Criensive avea 1.4 forced the »n HG oo withdrav into the 2728 3n
pet'i:.'!!i'ter at M_"'STI:[L, shus 188\'1;40 tne bll'r"’“ _Lo*ﬂ"o!lu CO':'C on tLhao h_:_'._"n
ground further vest without line “oomiunicetioms, and withoat a
secure supplr route.
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Jomd 2: We d:mited te employ peri of his :de reserve, namely
,uo coy: 2728 Bn, early on 18 Nct to ,_th Lty th. =itustion west of
FALLAL ard re-25%3bliek coimunicationg with tue shrer igolcled coys

‘o? 2,50 TIT Tlae In crder o lteep son’ reeevve; i she eneiy dresgcl

iz obiacke, 2/4T vn was owvéered 4o withdrss 1is wvrocod from ™2
fUITIA — 180 ¥IiL aree, and to aolf two noys 1 veEerv- o0 OVe
gyvih of B SO if reqrired. 2 withdrawel 77 the e Lroons uus
evtpenely @iFf.:uli. over 5 miles of divTleuli jongle *srrail- L
Faptne3ad und rain, Houaver by first lighit 18 Oct, the two cors nad
raacha.” &k 30016 mouth.

The night 17/18 Qct was gniet, anP in view of th? defezu 07 Ui o
3 tiv enemr's P“l‘ :5, ané the elenv's spasmodic and opeve: "Ip nes-
ord’ na2twu efferie 1 Y@ western flanik, the Div Cond dosicad ©o
rezadiure the ’ﬁ itaasivae, uréare were accordiayiy iazued eurly o
22 Got for S2 ide Lo serain 2fTective :oniro. of the ape., w1l Lr il
efgps tae  tole T cran; and o prepare . rag for the cegphure L s

v
ﬂ.u

ceat o oortr o or RO G I LOLGCRA are . La uwe-parction T a™ Aavua-
¢ LT 3¢ e vag to ex~—u wr -gErie LIWwaras SATILATR 8’ LJ,“
2 . wheprove: "po.3idia. vel ro chele orderL 20" iG he i Teuerted
Dy ceves  sShe euelT noec.pitoted whe weaviaest Mghting £ othe bl

T _Tatnle T oo Vlha

L1 1070 hours 18 Oci, &3 7. 22 Bn was forklng un on b Sui vee
of ;aTIyA for Lis acunver-et.ark, ond 10 mnnutcs tefor ite star:
time, c<he enemy _aunched 2 hea.; ¢ 2 oEn Cetamariicd atvac . Tn the 30,

Tai: sour was otie ~F the eneiy 3 prink.ry objestives, and fierne Tegui-
ins constinued uniil 1240 huars. oo wnlelk Jhe ensay suiilersa 21y
heavy racualties and made no neadway at azl. “he ¢irect frontal
ubiger mae vesumed feveral ligx dnring the afeernoon, «ita furiher
‘agvy iczses to the e--my, but 2/2u Bn stooa firm, thelr own castil-
t.es being 1omarkabi) iigpud,

Kearsi.le the ereuwy had been maling nroting attaci:e on both
vlanks of t.e mzip d-ive. Lt As guns uls“och Tor the grotpgt1on ox
SIARLT? 3EaACH in tue kunai zouth of T "HC, ang Lt A4 posilions »vo
te-ting the £4 gun evea south of R SIK., Weoe both & .tacizad. The AA
gunners defumued themselves, firing Bofors puns jver open sigzhte ab%

ncint-blank range and usiry smell arme Lo cJocd elseet in the luttsr
“iacikk thoy werpre assizted bv the 24 quis, aizo "LPlPE over aped <lgitt.
-t as ;1t,1e as 470 yaris range, Jtir attackes vere renu;ced and a

third heavy at .ac.c ra ihe gun area in .he early afternocn wet 7 8unl
'.te. .

Comd 24 3de, recognii.c tha® LJARLIT 3WACT was gp=2ia S0 ¢ T
Puom the wect besween R SOEG and 1ATIn., ordersd the tWo coys 2/4%
nreviously held in reserve at R 3G nouth, to take up posivices i
tne Zap aﬂd Iink with 2/28 Bn to the south, They arvivad in iule
o meei aug renulee v .eavy and aeuerﬂlnen enetw'at ,ae'T 071 L4 3T

®ac froir the wol b, J;gat ns continued all the afternoon hut al
enerLy atternpuz te pensirats viere Jeferted, Dupring the attaciz, "he
VE.3 peas SCARLER 1"“'GH vag vxder neavy £ a'l arme ard nmorlap I,

arl it was uVecudtou, all iz gatleﬁta ciag removed in cpraft 1w
SCARLET B2°.3MH to /0 ('Co at S51uBAIG.

a
i

:‘ G
m

™

~=ing the aft.pncor. the <nem , trﬁugh uaable t» mgX AT L=
3‘,c31on oun the 4/23 Bn poeirtions wert of iawt.iy, 8uc esdrd in dui-
fariting h. 3r o" movang to th =outh alio.; the bed of g $In:, ¢nd
racchnd the sea 1t SIfl UOV,. Orie»s were is3ued verbally, and
confirmed later, by ‘Niv HQ, that 24 3ue vas to hold at al’ coste
the SCARLES BEACH arew “rom noth inel HORYTH AL - #ATI . LIVevE Yy,
in view of the “hreat 0 4Carf. 3% "“ZaCH from both west und souik.
Comd 24 Bde informed Div HJ that e was unahl: tr inslude LATTIA in
kis de?encea, and wag withdruzving 2/28 Tn from fATTIA into 3 periaeter
exterdiing Trom LKORTII HILL én u»nwarﬁs, Lwith & denfh of 400/50) yurdd
w8t from BCARLET BZACH, cnd having its southern flam: resting on t°
small prouontory it noruvh of SilI COVE. Lire cowicunizatioan onet.
Div HQ snd HG 24 Bde wag then cut by the enemy, and wirelnes remained
the only means of comuunication, apart from wh2 532 Regt 5B small
crcdt, which continued to run to sOARLES BZaui! chrcvghout the batile.

~
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& . By 386X ncurs 2/98 Bn had cowpletad iis withdvawul to the new
[ verineier witliicut intexerence, and 24 hGde were ronfident of beinug
R a" le to hold the enemy and prcvent any meret-atica. Tnerc was NEW,
cEC however; an enemy wedge between 24 and 2T Bde: =z2nd tae ~vautest

o danger & this time was that the eneuy would swin: Zouwu from KATLHA
2xi 5% from JIXI COVT and atieck throupgh the gun arrae end HILDIBACH
TLAGTATION towards LaUKCH JETYY.. I suc:essrui, this move vwnuld
havs eut off the 70 Bde units on the LW TLBZRE road and ..ade .heip
surnly precarious znd sheir control by higher suthoriily rost
difricult. However, this :.o0ssib?lity had been fcreseen by th: Div
i fomd and 2/13 Bn (less two coys) wau already on the way from

< FIN3S:HAFZIN, On their arrival in the ITLDSBACH urea, 20 Bde waB
oxdered %o use them to prevent any cnemy penevration southwards fromn
%_3.h: tetween 24 ar’ £0 Bdes. One coy 2/32 Bn wes allotte® “ro: e
aircriy siender 2iv poccrve to coime under comd and re-inforce 2/13
n Ycr this puwrose. . Dnrping the night, 2/13 Bn on tue soush of
2 3:¥I and immediately Razt cof its mouti: renuised three eremy attnets
W..lsn proved o te '~ last atiempts by tt - <nemy te strike soutwirds
from U7 OR™ K, eemwk:il: lne attacks Ly 30 Inf Regh -n 2/17 B
had me= with 1liitle success an? resgolvad tLhomselves inwo a series . °
sma-  irmishes on the west and north of the bn periwmeter. One
DbaL -y of memy dld. however succeed 1 getsing nstride ATILBIRG

R - N hae-T .
road east of JIVAVANELG luriug night 13/19 0st, sud taus cua. bue
bn'- msin supily routey bui thelyr meintenancs was not projudiced,
sil:zc hoere existec an altarnative cur ol trail further south which
the encuy had not discuvered,  Tn 2/15 Bn seclor .t KUMA™A. ai? aad
~een guiet, and the tn wzs ordersd to patrol agrressively toviards

'. SISI acd the 3ATALBIKG ruad, n * 2 succeeding davs, 2/15 nn
offeasive patrols suzcessfully ..ttacked seversl a2nemy posts and
penetrated deeply to the visinu®v of 3IST. Trere is8 ovidern.e that
whisg action Zorced the detachuseut of furvn:zr 2lemeuty of E) Int Rege
tc sbtrengthen ilhe threatenel southern flank anc 3™ gaproaches %o
S.THELBRRG, with a re ;uttant decrease in the force available for uce
againsc 2/17 Bn, '

The situxtion of %Lz three isolated coys or 2/3 rar Bn was not
~veecisely known at ihis stage, as they viere ou* of ccmmunication,
Tac R planea Lowever, had sighted them weving vo the aircraft, still
in “he positions they had been ordered to L-14, und «. varensly not
in girficultizs; furtaer, each coy had 3 days =u.miies and ample
amnun.tion in its area, an: the only 1 kely shoricge was water.

. The Div Coml now dccided that they wers no long~r in a pciition te

- aifuvct the course of the battle and >hey were to be wiiid:iaun.

B ¥or this parpone, thoy vere placed unde> comd 20 Bde, which was
orlered t0o contact taem and arrange for them to move back socth io
whe SATILIEZRG road. on 19 Oct, D Moy took up a position on t-=

q. SATELBERG roed east of JIVEVANENG, Wat 20 Bde ard PIB patrols .ere
unable to locate B and C Coys owing to the thick juagle and difficuls
terrain, Orders were to withdraw, as well as ammunition and »ationa,
vere thavefore droured te the Coys by Tac R aircraft, and c.. 21 0ct
tota coys moved : 3. thrcugh the enemy lines into the 24 Bde perinetza,
B Coy had di-t._nguished itself by beating off numerous enemy connier-
attacks on its position, killing more than €0 JAPS for & lcss of
only 2 me.a .ounded.

hidughort it1e period, the inck of an adequate Jd'v -eserve vas

¢ .aglre the Div Coml ennaiderable aaxiety and cifliculty. The only
“rLops how avail ble were 2/32 Bn less one cc,’ (~ith ~=nother ovy still
% zaerd nctice as mobile reserve for ccas' detence in the ALLDT PT

#ny:  and 272 UG Bn loss taree coys {witl. elements engaged on
veech defence aimd const watching dutie: te RINSCH iiak.OGR area).
siv Coml. .ncreased hiz ressvve by moving two coy. 22 Bn from south
of L MA2Z to come under cord /2 G Bn at KAKAKOG, bt the limited
ri3erve availeble remained a sre..s handieap. However, ~dvice was
received from Sorps HQ om 1€ (et that arrangemanis had ocean made with
U3 Nevy fo move 6 Bde in I3T.: from LA® to PIRGCHLAFEN, RT. on GIDCOWA
D30 CLCT hours 20 Oct.  The earliest that the bde corld »each She
Tighting areg weci'd be 27 Oct.

1 ep-
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Mr Connter Attack

Durirng the nigh* 18719 Cct there vas corsiservay” - enemy moves=
rent aZoag tr: vhole 2¢ Bde verimeier,  Qur ari:, 7hich had been )
eantisivally in astion for “wo deys und had alreaCy wroughtinaéa havoe
arorg the énery. ewpecially in hirc masscd attacks on 2/28 ., ©om
srerghs DF ocn sevenal occasions, er_lertly with damacing effecs to
*e en2my who voicad his dissress. On the morning of 19 QOz%.
Trecer, the enemy Wus uliexpectedly inaciive. fie had surfferad
vIoy hoavy losses in Lha Fi 3%ing on 18 Oct,. anc scemg alsc ic
Qe ed sume difficuliy in appreciatinz the gituntinr aecurasely,
An 30 issusé by Col HAYASHIDA, Comd 79 Inf Regt, a%t 1980 hours 13

I, - |
Gat ovated:—

1, %he ersm- :oruh of ARNDT PP (24 Bde) is reireating o
FIESC™AWRY,  The encmy ir front of IT Bn (Lee. 2/28 Tn
at KATIK:.) is ~iubborn, :

3. i@.a atreng:h of ik: Regt will advence to tho arerc south
cf LAPIX. a2ud demolish th- revreating enemy, *

siver w.thdrawal of 27¢2 Bn Cron gaTrra by 24 Bde at 1600 hcura!
walch voo efPected withunt interfzrence, a2 fupther operation ordep
wag .ocved oy ¥9 Inf Regs, timel 3X) hrurs i? Qat:-

15

j |
[ |
3. T:e nighi attack cn the KATIXKA rosition as succesuful I
vith great f_pghting c° the front line units, and aptured
1% at 2007 hours.

2. 79 Inf Pegh wili mop vp the SONG ard AMNDT PT area as
already pianped, A portion will seaure firmly aRLODT PT
and AAYIKA against tie ensmies ir the direction o
HELDEBACH. The mtin strength will be concentrated one
Kilo WY a:” 1alke sreparations for the future atsack. ¥

Tng main strength wes to be assembled and reorganisei Ly of
AA20KA Tor a final assorlt on HELDSBACH and subsequent advance %o
TIRSCHHAFTN. Then Zor three days the ereny fajled to #ttemp’ io
Leilow wo effetivalv chat success he nad gained, at considerable
Gc3 on 18 Get.

Coma 9 £:8t DIv zew figed®zhd interdAo bourdiary, incl o 24
Pln. 25 R 3JKT, 274 24 Pde was oracred while 3till nelling area
- IR HILI-TTARLET EZACKE te re-catebl: sh contact with contant with
Zi Z4s and dnive thoe enemy frem the SiKI COVE-KATIKA aree,
Acroliliugly Come 2% BY » ordered 2/29 Bn ¢0 recapture the high -rovyi
00 FaTis we .t of AATIKA with two coys and to patrol gsouth is 2 3ITKI
12 goniact L7158 Bn. AT 1370 aurs the two coys with heavy mor® p
IIDTCrG; suceeedcd in reaching “heip cojective, routing the onelny
%20 uitenpted to ornoae them, and deg in in gooud Positiors oxn the
cotr. ~The enemy poclet between FATIYA and the sea veguihi- ~lms
c.arietaly encloged,

Tne night 19/7°G Oct was quiet, and again on 20 Oct the enemy:
vrzaired inactive, thas allowing our countc - measuzes crd reorganidnm
tion to prez: I unhin.ved, 76 Bde urrived safely in LANGTHAE 3AT
dumilg the mirnt, 211 crrangenents vere mede to ferry ti: trcops
Terio~3 In B8 oruft to LAUKRCH _ETTY on 20 and 21 Oct. iieanwnile,
“no2vleedt by another coy 2/28 Ba to d-ive the enemy frem 3iR: Gown
arci ard < yniact £/73 Bn, wes unsucceas~ul oWwing to atublorn enemy
TeSlsinnce;  kovever, in the afte-noon, a rigating patrol 2/28 Bn dig
¥eac’ P SBIAY south of KATIKA, contacted 8/13 Bn and returned laying

Big seulir. Line communicaiion between Div HQ and ?4 Bde was thus
re~-estabiished,
Reorganiyation

The Tollowing orders were issued Wy the Div Comd for 21 ang
22 Qot:-

() oné bn 20 ile (2/23 Bn nominated) to com into div rosgrve
area R QUOJA. )

»
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StE 3/53 Bauko mévesbyrugea.to.BCARLET BREACH. as: .so0Nraa” sraft
vens: -avéi"éb ey ancl Hoapevent under,oumtno“ﬁ T jsae-'._
Do Lt l-T LD wY ey : O antary -

{of .AY eleme*n.ss 2/3+Por Ba-in 30" and 8% Bde ‘ar¢as 4o ?Etu“‘ >
.%. " ap sten ag relieved, to FIKSCHEAFEN, T

(2} On. arﬂiﬂal 2/% Pop En ab FINSCHHAFZN, tub coys 2/:5 Bn in
2T dhvipesetvd’ ?% RAKAKO3-to  revent o' eomd- ;‘:",0 ‘Edeand re-
o '-‘:r'h 2’10 L3001, ;3 ATEZZRTIRG Poady” - i R

h VTR,

A2) - 24 Bae .\1e;.s ane ‘nn-. R re*ieue 2/15 .Bn and +a.k§ oep the.
~: 7 inmoetop.foom exclusive SIKT GOVE to inclusiver-be.ﬂu en

. - - SATELRERG. “Oad\. atawk o of_:mSBAGHs. Yy

Bt Gk ,rel*}.e a:_f 15, B by 26-Bie’  24-And 26 Bdés %9 miKe
-7 and &fecutd mh Lai pldn-td eii""""za‘aé*"\fzetré;' rom KATIKA .-
SINT gova pﬁcn.e % ard to mdvance their FDLs to d peneral

?".ne west of u{le main coast road,

4 l-l
- ——ti B --.----t--‘.--............

he gap \mien sti11 exigted betvzen t.1e 24 2ge perin*ete" ang
the $yc cuys, 2,28 Bn ol the KATIKA spur Ves 139.8'1“ an 2l Oct. by B
coy’ 2/02 Bn ofi ElI""l,VEll at 3CARLET BEACH by sea - e on.x.y‘-escape
Wouke hen redairins %o the, enbru_:, ‘at* z:InI-GCv_. 1oy ‘along the ‘bed. *
of the B SIKI ibseif, . Taroughbui 20 ank 21 Oct ihe enamy WF_Fpa k"ta
Y’nosa stﬂerg’un W 2F, ec-.'.-.:z,"'aued. at 2on, Was pOL.ncled bJ a“'c"'*a : nnn'ba:\a
ot oc.asolcgs'hr 3hTp.4 and harsched with ugat ara _rifles: From bgt‘q :
north {87832 ‘P‘q) erAl sonsn. 12715 2n)i. Yburing she mga-*"l/a? Q¢
the poss.i." on ¥Wes e; 'e&uauet_, e Aemnents withdrewirng ty 't.ne;
diffzicuild ,,oaw along the R S_.h_' 2753 Bn patzcis next mowrning
fou;-' 59 4 r-“ \_Cdd—"{'.'ﬂe. musl et't.inmert ochdolied in fh""arba, .

v .
et . LT . - .ot
f'-'.

o *."f ! '30 B2 ‘sect:r;’ the enamy Térce ast rio.e we nA” AERE: poad
had "bé‘eri. e‘t'“o‘n’“],v';e;nfor..ea ands vast well dug id-on a sma.:.l Jeavare [
OV"I‘JO’.\ e g' che™ t*-ac-’c‘ : 2/1'? b-'ing'ali'eady in ¢ontact with enemv
oeigs” 'i;(.\ *Ahe yee™ End: no‘*th- of i%s posi t‘lens Wz  unable to .apare

+mo~«-; iz hicoek enssievds ol Teopen t‘u. track: - - Tre emeny- pos:."ion

%‘P

?'aé; conslal .n-"“hu T ofs1vY from oth ee m ‘westand heavily s 11 cd
Wi _:er‘rezféj,‘_' regifonbas oones. rbrat..o‘ns - hiE ehattemp - vy D Coy =
P 2 BEOfeonr tho Pa:.'f' ‘2o ¢clear 0 vosition was unsuccecsiul 2 5

=1 Jare pairo] ILiz s aszgresaively with Bom~ SUCCESS agalnst t“-'y
panti te a0 Thnih of :-L}.,IA%,A = fdeming e arrericoeric, had been imade
£ar- 1V 8g “r"’ ~suge T en $o e Prowgat Torvers - Prom LIOQOB i tarse
573, und the Son arrived in LANGELAT BAY night 80/21 Oct., Tvie
troons were aliotizd a dofeng’ve role south of LANGE:AL BAT in
TIEBULULL PTLANTATTION,, 'f'::e rymeirier were moved in LCs 3o ZEDAY
R2ACH thene: to. pear POLA. '

-

o o e £ - '.. ——
The Sgn wae in D AF T2V,

Pinel Daeny A'i‘.i:r—fx@’-j;;’-.

The %wo co\rs Con 48 _;!,1 t:es‘t of KATIKA hed been attocked repeatecy
el wnsucec ss-u.‘fy _.et'Leen. 19, 2nd 21 02%, ty emall parties of eremy,
Sut o b:mral, ‘e €1emy ; had.,pllo.?ed three drys t: paas without any
major move. vwhilg ::n,:»p fo“c..s,.row reorganised and r2inforeed; had
regninad the ipitia SINGs | .Afgn the ensmy at length resumed hils
attacks on £2 0%, ourttic o*os,,"rere =311 able to deal with thew, and
ther were $c a*o‘*ro 8 .Q,mnle.te,,_‘nd coctly Tailure,

: i

On 22 Oc....- in-acco;ém.ce with the Div Coud's orders, 2/28 Bn
gdvanosd theiy '@,I.r' afur..g,_, ¥ .'Z‘In.A tr..ck wesitrard To» aOO vards,’
thus gaining sreater depth from £ RIET BEACH and the £alin ¢3 sastal
trasck, - Tne erm+4(6 Coy. 7.9.In% -...g‘“) _offered cors,cpousiiion hut

wags qo.ic!:ly CTSr30na; --.‘..'hul‘c, ig. evﬁ.dca. e tha- G nove 1l _locqtad
the croryle n_a::a {...o-v::: o u&;!' on Ygneiy. posl i@ 4 IB"’” 'g' 2 .,'.,at
tending poini!, (Lie, SCABLET Br.ACLI) v Lo Pr 76N InT Bass. L fresh

operation order issued later on 22 Oat ordered: %“IT Bn will stte %
-the crery in front of & Coy (L,e, 2/28 Bn) r.efO"P at uf‘l':irg the
.anemy poal landina roint!, ‘The attack was to regin :OHous 4usk.
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(At 1949 hrs 22 ey, under cover of I fare, the eénsuv sitronlw
attacked 2/2c 3n pesitions astride XATIKA track. The First acsalis
w22 a char:e in reos strail i dovm the track, which was met by
econcentratad fire roa arty, zoriars and -8y, and repulsed with
heowy czgualwies: After tils setback the enexy atteasted for sev . rol
hours.z seriss of iafiliratin: attecks, all of wilch coiled in the
fac. ¢7 ind small erna fire aid “remades. Oup ariv - ané aort-rs
ct sistanil;- pounded probanls enemy sssemly sreas and lines of

a;_;.rsach? and by midlort the eneay atiscks had ceasel, &Ml he spend
e resziade’ 9f the ni-ht :rrettin away his wownded and zome eof his
as-.C,

_ 3 tans tine; the enens's gsrrectatzon of the situation aagd
BuQatrnuialiy satared. AT 170C s 22 Oct; Coad 2D Div issued an

-everation ovder, which read ;-

l. The enexmr is sradealls anerezasan: Bis strenvhh in ADT PT
arca. The enexr kas ncreased his stirentib in R S0N3 srea.
They have their eyes tosards ALED. & porvion of the anesy
1n XUMWA arsa is z26vancin: towards 8ISI -~ SATELSERG
HEIRITS. The enemy is stxll constructix, & posriicn ruanine
east - west to ARHOT PT and T DSUACH. ”

2o IAYASHIDG Butai (79 Inf Revt) will aiisck the eneny ia the
east of KATIXA at Javbreak of the 23rd and secure Firmlwv
Yoe Zine. From 1000 hrs execwie an atwack oz the ey
ganstructin: ine position. Iiract the main etrentth to the
iont Jienk-and attaeck.”

3. Other 3utais "rll continue thoir present duty®,

B this tize 2 2nd 3 Cuws ¢f I Bn 79 In* Ret (presumed o have
been 1n div reserve) had vesa brou:ht ~nto vhe cattls, 3uy in .pite
07 The orders jiven avove there wzs 10 Turther si'a o pfliensive
actlon by 1l1e enesy until the eveniny of 23 Oct. o

Durinr the A ¥; <« 3de ‘ronl was readjusted. 2/43 In vasg ade
resyonsiple Tor the are:s norts of R SOKE;, inelusive MORTH ML 2/27
Bn ocaupied a sector extendinn 1000 yds south from R S0 and linwins
on the ler: itk 2,32 Bn, who held frosw incinsive FATIKA irack scuch
Z0 5 8IKY, where & jrnction yoint was estazlished with 26 Bde (2,48

- ’ - LB LI
Bn). These .ovas had cesreel - Deen copleved anc the pusitzon

regerdior Gefence wen tiie enc.y returaed to the attack.

At 1800 hrs, the attack developed aainsi 2/32 Bn astride and
aeth of Lhe FELIXA track. As expecied, the 2aey :mde 120 chan e
eluies N LG tactics or in his line of auproach, ead cace asain the
only; supiort eate froi: heavy Bz fire. 3y this th:e, our own Zing
20Wer in this area Iac been reaitl:r stren~iinenad, q9azpaipl.. s an’
Z0rlers and iil3s, ané our arty hal effectivel) reristenad the new
devensive fire tasiks; woth the result Li2t enexy’ casudltles vere
rarticcierls heevy. Nevertielass le per:isted in z series cf Z2LLACE
of wxsin: invensiiyr cost oi the mxunt: none had the sliihtast
suceess. Iy this time Lhe eneiy's conricence had =mned. Iu the
operation order ox Ii Zn 7% It Rent for iis attack on 24 Oct tie
intention waz rather Girfferently exporessed as 3 ¥2n will <0 its
wunost 1o try and talze thess posztions®,

On 24 Cehy and durdnt nitht 24/27 Oct tihe enewy wersistently
sttackad, in tie dicection ol KATIKA fron the wes%t and XW. Initiailr,
thase atlacks were escisiated to be at bn sthrenith: later tlhey were
neducsd To one anG tvwo coy scale. In all caszs the .atensiiyr of our
arty and Jortar fire, supyla2iented by in saall aras, vas o4 much
faxr thie attackers, B
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Duriny the nizht 24/25 0at, the enemy brousht & 7521 sua up alony the
KATIK. track o ¢ position 70 yds from ocur FPLgt 4n the morninz 44
was 5.3 and promphly knocked out by inf 2 pr (brouzht forward for
the rurpose), after our MBs had killed a deries of eneiy cunners
attenyting to man the msuns

The enesy remeinid in close contact on 24 Bde front curinz 25
Octy but his positions were urier constant heavy fire from arty,
mortgra and Ifis; and tkhat ni<hi he finally 7ave up this attempt to
recapiure FINSCHHAFEN, broke off elose contact, and besan %0 withdraw
westward the way he had co:xa.

On 26 and 27 Oct, both 24 and 26 Bdes pushed their FLLg further
w:8% wo “round well suiied to defence., 7ivinz a depin of more than
1200 yl2s from KATIT. and SCARL®T BEACK. 26 Bde area was extended %0
—i:clude RATIXA treck and this allowed 24 Bde ty produce more adeguate
bn and tde reserves. Under instrucilcre from Div Hg, a solid defence

iing wes conciructed in depth. Lines of visibiiiey ~nl f£ire were cut,

well dus positions with head cover were prepare?, trip wires and
Doddy traps were Taid. Siandiny patrols ware established on ail
lixeiy approaches. The dispositiions or our trcops at th: end of the
atile on 28 Out are shown on o=y Aopx "CY.

.:eanwhile, strony fi-~hiins patrols were out essch day ca tue
viole fromt, with orders t» loecatz and attack the retreatin; raemv.
The patrol policv la3d down by the Div Comd was that the enar. wags

L, to De allowsed to diz in, but was to be constantly harried,
partlicularly with ariy and mortars and forced, mainly by the vse of
Zire povier to ghexon each new position. Ffor tnis purpose; rFCl3 were
&ttacned tc erch patrel with, comaunication by both asseult cabla and
wirslass to the <uns, 2nd enesy positions located were very affsctive-
xy suelled  QOn ¢-ory occation the enem- were commellsd to withduaw,
Numerous soall ercounter: £iso ensued between our iihting prir-is
ari Trouce oI enexy, in which the enemy lost heavily. Grafuzlly tne
2..357 become aore difficuly e fird, and by 29 Oct, ncae remincu in
ithe wi-le area held by 9 Aust Liv tafore the battlie hesan; exce: t the
§trany .scket of abuu® one coy, astride the SATTIBER: roa? in rear of
A7 DBn.

anuay losses ia this counter offensive had bezn heavy. Known
Jap dead courted by our tr.ops amounied to &79. iany @mo1r. haa teen
killed by arty and moriar Tir':, c-hers were Gra~red away at nizut and
buried by their coumrades, miry were never discovered. K. 2oy wounded
-Ei€y alsc have been hizh and a comservetive estimate of eragy battle
er.svnliies would be 1500. 7Tie bulk of the casualtics had fallen on
the newly arrived formation, 79 Inf Revty whose IL and LITI 2ns
suzfereG severely; but tuo coys ¢f I Bn,; the Div envrs and arty alsc
stared in the iossen. ZInemy equipaent iosses were less sibdstantial,
but onie 75mm ~un and numerous LIBs, aortars aad rifles and iteas of
menzvzl equipment ware captured. Our 7um casusliies ware, in
vroyorvicn, 1i :t: the Div toital 16 =~ 286 Oct bein 1=

Kd1lad Woundad Mi-cgine Total

O€rs OR Of.rs OR Csevs OR Offra L2

3 45 4 175 niz 7 221
Imintennnce

The principal chanze in the supply and mainterance sit:atien
Gurins t‘xﬁf_srégasgd;as that US Havy Lﬁg‘? were brouzh inte use for the
rasup;ly oF FINSENAFEN. In spita of etronz representations, nLowew
vney refuzed to Bisch at KEDAM, and were unloaded &t GOOC 2 TACH o:
the south s.le of IA'GREIAK ELY. This necessitated ES3 stwll craft
beiny {akan off the ran 1o IAE in order to ferrr sup;lies from GOZQ
Lormird Lo XEDAL. . nd LAUNCH JETTY.
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 Thia also meont that stores were hondled five times before
reaching the Div dumps -~ a scrious waste of manpower. The provigion
" of lsbour for hondling stores was a great difficulty throughout the
- campalgn, and at periods large mmmders of front line troops were
engaged on work on the beaches and in the dump areas. At thls stage
hogever calls for lshour were moderate, and were met by the allotsent .
of dets of £2 Bn, 2/2 ¥G Bn and later 2/3 Pnr Bn.

: Maintenance during the batile was not interrupted, When 34
- Bde was isolated by land, ESB eraft continued to run supplies to
 SCABLET BRACH and to evacuate sasualtles, though sometimes under
2.7 enemy ILMG fire from SIKI COVE. The engrs were vorklag hard to build
[ the coastal track as a 3 ton all-weather road, but mesnvwhile the

"1 ..  track was rough, and muddy, snd in wet weather, passable only %o
~Jeeps. The mainstay of the asintenance organisation was the E3B
sraft running supulies to LAUNCH JETTY where the Div dumps were
situated, whence a good track ran through HELDSBACH FLANTATION to
enable delivery %o forward units by Jjeepa '

o Du=~ing this period also BASE SUB ARFA units began to arrive in
. PINSCHHAFLN and come vhdep cor—and 9 Anst Dive HQ Base Sub Area staff

also arrived graduslly, and began to assume contrel of the Base
installuztiofs alreeiy planncd ard developed by 9 Aust giv.




HEORGANIS Y TON ..JID PREPARATION FOR OUR OFLENSIVE

¢ 037 -~ 15 NOV.

The defeat of the enemy's counter-ofiensive now ensbvled the
dompletion of rlaus & 3 preparations for earrying out the Div Comd!
intentlon of scis.ae the GUSIKA — WAREQ ridge, The responsibilit;
fcr the seaward. ard landward protection of FII'SCHHAFEN Race rema. ic
v handicap to ofrrnsive operations, especlally when our givance
shoil.l toke cur troops out of the FINSCHH/FEN &res altogether, and
‘he DAT Comd I=C already requested the allotment of additionsl
trceps (one bde inf, one fd regt, one '3 bn, Tk .. bty) for the
prouvaction of wnd orking the Base, in orde~ to free the major part
c” @ Ancy Llv for offenslive operaiois northward, oOn 29 Oct, 2
40st Corve Q Mo 2 was Issuel. setting out *he intenticn of 2 sv-t
Corps &s Ffollows :-—

(8) o cirur the enemy from the FINSCHHAFEN area.

(h) To estaoiisii scntrol of the east coast of the HUON
PENINSULA.

(0) To crnmolidate 7 Aust Div positions in MARKHAM and RANC
VALLuLYS,

The tasks allotied to 9 Aust Div were -

(8} To rrotect FiNSCHHAFEN inclvding the DREGRR JARBQUR
ulpatrip area,

(b; To ~oniuct offensive operutions to clear the efieqy fopges
from th: IIRSCGHHAFFN area.

{») To establisl control oi the east couat of HUOM PENINSULA
ag far £3 aad including SI0.

In effect, there was thus no clwunge in the role of 9 Aust Div from
that previocus’ly set out in I Aust Corps OI No 6 of 5 Oct. 4 great
ohange 7as however effected by the allotment of the following units
to move %Yo FINSCHMAFEN and come under Comd S Aust Div :-

2/6 Au~t Fd Rugt

2/11 Aus: Tk A Bty

Remainder 4 fust Inf Bde incl 4 Aust P4 Amb
Additional 9 Aust Div troops from LAE.

S Aust Div Plun

A4t two conferences held at HQ $ Aust Div and HQ 20 Bde on 1 Nov
the Div Qomd ocutlined the next phese of opersations. He gave his
intention to resume the offensive as soon as possible, the time now
being favoureble since the enemy's counter-offensive had failed,
and additionel tr-ops hed arrived to provide more adequate seaward
anl landwerd protection of the vitsl rear areas. The sgn of
MATILDAS and the additiorai fd regt also gave the Div more hitting
povwe x‘a

The immediate object waas to be the capture of the high grourd-
BATELSZRG - PALANKD hy 26 Bde, supported by all available Div
Pusouraes, With s view to a subsequent advance to the GUSIKA - WARED
iine, A Div OC would be issued giving the task in outline; 26 Bde
Wag %o prcosed 8t onog Witl} recqea fop & detailed plan. Recce nad
indigated Uhe pomsioility of uping HATILDAS on SATELBCRG rd, erd
26 3de wovld have tarke to suppory the ettack. fTraining of {nf coye
vith tenks tc wordt ouy the new tpotles pequired and the begt mecne
oy matuel gooperation apd contyol wup to Regin et ons3,
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The Div Coml luid down several PPAfvipies governing the
employmens of tanks:

(a) They were to be used as & BUNpPlBé weupon. Their forward
move to concentration arek %3 be concesled as far as
possible,

(v} Thoy were to te given ade@Mate cover from air observatiofl
£3 & Tr.cautic against Yombing.

(¢} wanks ¢3 11 vimes were to wove with inf protection cgaifigh
s ceralition sguads, eud,

Relie? of 5D Bie by 26 [de uvnits was to proceed In stages aa
lati dc a oy v LG 20 B2 was to iuke over the central sector
and witnh £- 3de to continue th: role of offensive patrolling, to
Arisa tus ercemy still Turtiz: back nnd distract his atiention fren

20 Bde prepurations. In the course of this active patrolling, arty
was to be uced v:herev&cr'- possible to dlect the enemy from his
Dozitions with reault-gbanomy in iunf* casuwltles. PIBE were to be

. uged fo» long range patrolling to collect information about the
enemy rearward dispositicns and mevenenis.

$4 Bde wus alsy to 2e prepored to cend one bn northwarl to the
tragkk GQUSIKA -~ W/ REQ, if cidered oy Div HQ, in order to cut thi-
_ enciyy s3upply line uand threuten WAKLO from the east. Recces and
plunning wire to proceed fc» thls purpose, but the decision to ordelr
. the wove wenid depend eatirely on tacticel developuents in the hear
Lubwra. ,
/8uppiying
HG 2 aust Corns was arranging lerme-scale operabtiont 7ith
aiporafs, PT botta, ete., agpainst the enemy maintensice system/his
trorps in FUIISCHHAFEI! &rea. This wus to pegin about D minug 5 Day:
By thiz time, considerable information had be2en collected about the
eneny 'z rearward supply systems HaMP U in was known to be his main
fomisrd base, where submr.rines from NEW BRITAIN and barges {ron
¥amil3 discharged thelr cargoes. From this point supplies g
tronpa proczeded south down tl2 coast in barges to etaging points
at STALUA, KallOMI, WiALINGAI, WANDOKAI &nd LAKOMA, cr overland via
the Inland truck XinLaSh — WiaREQ. + sumary of air operations in
zap ort of @ aust Div, which were muinly directed &guinst tne enemy
W of €, is given ap Apnx "I'; a similar summary of PT bout opera-
tisns by OTG 70.1 US i.avy is ziven in Appx "G".

aAdmiaxistrutive Zlaan’rn~

. Suprly end maintenancs prepurations for the atteck weive to
eonsi: : 2s @»apidl:- ae possible. The tracks to JIVEVANENG and
TN were gtill only dry-wesathzr jeep tracks, although the en;rg
were ¥ iking to convert the SATELBRRG roud o an sll-wveatlep eupfuacy,
This weant that arve forward dumps of supplies and ammuniticon wouid
be ;e _.vired, from wnhich £9 Bde units could be supplied by currier
line if necesssry, so that wet weather would not halt {he attack by
nazing the supply routes impossibic to traffie., It «~as decide’ to
build up reserve dumps at KliLi'a 720 days for 500) and JI'TVANENG
(20 fAxrs for 2000) by jeeps and trallers as long as the fine weother
Lald, and the dumps were in fact completed by 14 Nov. The number of
nutive carrieprs in the area wes extremely liuwited, only 250 beiagp
&rutlele ror allotment to 26 Bde. Arrungements were however nude
by I'*F 40 have 1000 n~tives flown down the M .RKHA: vedley to Luk,
whencd they were despuicrcu to FINSCHWLFEN in ESB cratt ut the rale
o ubpur 200 every 2 duys. Eventualiy 600 were allotted to O Bog
Tor the -perution - sufficient to curry for the whole Ede on a onexday
LeTiounds IT was Dot expected that water would be reudily availaople
in the SAPELBLLY mres, ¢ad almost every 2 gallon contuiner in fae
Division wus witndwawn and held filled ot JIVEVANLUNG for onward
mover.nt vy jeep and trailers, opr by nutive carrier, &s reguired by
cimstnezances,  ca d Nov, fhere wmene 12000 rounds of Sopr ammunition

PP
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in PILECHIIAFEN, but atocks wer: increueing by 2,000 rounds (tws LCH
louds) frow G BEACH per day, less dally e::pemiiiure (average at this .

tine epproximatcly SO0 rounds), and by D Day & setisfactory reserve
would be bullt up

Rcorganigatiosn

The turks of the Div engre in simultan=ously building 3 ton
roaGs in PTLSCHILFEN end nor’hward to STAALET BuACH to ensble
Gevilopment of the Base Sub Area, and meintaining falp--weather
tracks tc KUMAWA and JIVEVAENG, was & hecvy one especially since
2/7 Fd Coy wus still under Comd 5 fust PYiv at LAiE, and was not
released and moved forward to FINSCHHAFEN until 17 Nov. Two coyo
273 Prr Bn hed alveady been allotted to asaist ik in rosd con—
struction on 24 Oct. The bpalunce of the bn could now oe released
I'rom FINSCHIIAFEN arce by the arrival of 4 Bde units, &nd the whole
unj . was placed under the direction of CRE for work on the supply
reuvez, with the proviso that at all times tiey were to be on two
h~urs notice to resume an operational role.

Tae urvivul of 2/11 iust 7k & Bty sllowed the coast defence to
oe ceveloped further; 1in .ddition to their o0 16 x 6 pr guns, the
Bty also munned 16 inf 2 pr=, and the guns were sited in pairs {one
6 pr and one 2 pr; at points on the coast from poth incl SCARLET
BEACH - LANGEAK BaY. Soue 40mm light 4An puns were withdrawn froa
the beaches anf allotted ic tne AA protection of 2/6 FA Regt, end ihe
Bystem of coust watihing and challenging stations was strengthened.

Betwzen 3 Qcl - 3 Nov the remainder of 4 Bde appived dy gnell
craft from LiE. &2 Bn reverted to comd 4 Bde whieh wus mnde
responsgible for the seaward and lendward protection of srea
FINSCHHAFEN - LANGFLAK BAY, and had in support ror this task three
tps 1 Tk Bn, one tp 2/12 Fd Regt, one Bty 2/6 FA Regt, D Coy 2,2 MG
Bn and all the RAA coast defence and const watching dets in the area.
In the event, however, & princival share fell on 4 Bde of the pro-
vision 5f lebour to unload shir-= on GODOWA BEACH and KEDAM. Demands
w2re heavy, and in the absence of auy considerable labour unit
av.ilat’e to FINSCH Base Sub Area, rot less than 1} bne were con-
tinually en~uged non this work. The subject is dealt with .icre fully
in para on Maintenance 5 puges on.

Prelilminery ‘loves

in zsuentiol preliminary i~ the !nier-bde relief and the bullding
un of reserve dumps at JIVEVENENG was the elimidration of the znemy
zoelit astride the SATELRRRG rd eas® of the village. Thlis enemrr
se8itioan was oy now very deeply dug in and hod withstood ui-ond
sontiqwael hummering oy urty und morturs since 18 0cs, on 20 oet,
25 Bde bsgan u "squeezing® process, 2/17 Bn exsyiing pressure end
irahir: forwerd from the west, 2/13 Bn from the east. Ti: enemy
wenistaC strongly ond flerce fighting resulted for 4 days in country
made extreaqely difficult by precipices und thiek bumboo. On night
2/& “lov, however, tLe enemy -emnante, being almost surrounded,
er_eunted the position, leaving nany ¢oat &n? much equipment. 2/7
-Bn th-n attacked enemy positions north of JIVEVANENG and after bl tter
vesistcace drove the enemy ;ut und cleared *he whole area down %o
R SIKT.

The reljef 5T 20 Bde by 25 Bde was ompleted without incident
By 6 Uov end on 7 Jov the MATILDPAS began to move up to thelr assembly
£31-e8 near JIV.VANENG, The; were ferried forward 1n LCi:az from
¥YEDfE o LAUNCH JEITY, unGer itarpauline, and great precautions we:xe
teken o keep their oresence hidden from the cnemy. secticns of
SATELSERG rd which were wnder enemy observation from SATELBERG
HEIGIHTS were treversed at night and the noise of the tanks! upproach
wes covered by orty fi=e, The tanks were unable to climb several
Bucep aectlons of the track made slippery by rcin, but R/E D6 tractore
accempenied Them end successfully towed them through the obstaele,
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By 9 MNov, tr: 9 HATILDAS were Iii position wader cover in their .
aszenbiy si3u. IntensZve .ecces by inf patrols, and by arty, tanx

ard inf officere, wore proceeding on the whole 26 Bde front to
locte the enemy positione; determine routes of approach, and
waintain ascel1iuncy rorwad of cur positlons to prevent eneny reccee.

renwhile 24 Bde had p=en pushing patrcis westward from their
SCARLET BEACH perimeter without contact. Extensive patrolling to the
rortn: located enewry in the coconuts at BONGA and on PINO HITL, the
festure 1 mile ncrth of NORTH HILL- A very successful OP was

. €3%ab’ished by & 2/43 Br. 4et with u few PIB, beside the GUSIKA ~

WAREQ trick, which counted all enery moving both ways, sn sent back
regules detalied reports. It Sectme clear that the enemy was sending
.ut Lapge partles to the coast, presvmably for carrying in supplies;
a- .. nv .:rous luve Torking purties were eeer tolling up the steep
slopes tow~rds WaHEQ carryins ammunition and supplies. Most were
tnarmed, obul 1t was lacided not ta lay any ambush for the present,

in -—iaew of the value ol the infoimetion being obtained, as it would

T chabry orovlt in deaying tc ws the future usze of the QP.

T : _ingl Div Plan for thce atteck was as follows. 26 Bde was
to co.cvvrs Zhe high ground running enst and wee: through SATELEERG
-€ expicilt vowards VarD, beginning on a D Do to be nmotified by
18 S fius* Dive  For the oreration; C Tk 3gn less three tps (9
YATTTD4AS) ; 2/12 Fd Regt less one biy. 2,/18 Fd Cov s«nd B Coy 2/2 MG
=i were placed in support 26 Bde. 20 and 24 Blss were to coniinme
Fhat- arepenl role of very active patroiling, and were to harass .nd
5y 5c dlstrect the enemy by all possible means. 20 Bde was glven
renceasilt ilit for the defence of SATELBERG rd to exclude JIVEVANENG,
s an te release 20 Bde aa far as posalble for offensive operations

i 1z aidition to defending FINSC.IAFEN was to patrol offensiveiy
¢ “hw wesi, and as a fvrther diversion, to locate and harass ths
snsiy scutinern flans area GIRUFKOR — KWEMDUNG — MORENG. On D minug
L Jur ©/4 Javy 8qn was to con under comd 26 Bde, to take over EUMAYA
area . free the whole £,’23 Bn for nffensive operations.

~

» 0 Kt

i

cr the pu.ose Loth of creating & strong diversion and of

bt

~proteciing he esuslier: flunk of 26 bde advance, 20 3de was orderei to

tae cne o4y on D Nay to move forvrard into GARANOW &area and estublish
@ bese Trom which o patrol actively, particuiurly in the direction of
Fiz aad the R SOHG croesing vsed by the enemy.

9/6 F. Regh lers 56 Bty had now arrived in the aree and the Div
ariy ¥as redistributed. At the time the at’ack began the arty plan

2/12 Fd& Regt (less one bty) in support 26 Bde
24 Bty 2/12 P31 Regt in cuppert 24 Bde

il Bty 2/6 ¥4 Regt in supoort 20 Bde

12 Bty 2/6 Fi Regt i1 svpport 4 Bde

™ o itlon, the two btys supporting S0 aid 24 Bdeg wepe %o make

- necessury preparations end be prepeared to shoot in 26 Bde sector i

required,

£l prepurations for the atiack having been completed, 17 Nov
war appoiuted by the Div Coxnd s D Dry.

Faemy Situdtion end Tntentions

In spiie of the severe losses suffered in his counter offensive,
whicn reduced rost of hio bns belcw holf strength, and in spite of
seriouc supply difficulties, the enemy bud not cbandoned hiz nbject of
revallng FINSCHHAFEN. Reinforcements had arrived, consisting cf IX Bn
238 Res~t Trom NAMBARIWA,

£% the end of Qeth, Gomd 18 Army (Lt Gen ADACHI) visited SATELPERSG;
smeining there until § Nov. Ap o resull of his vieit, 20 Div jssued
;sy oPGeErs on 3 Nov
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"l. The enemy in the FINSCHHAFRN area, approximately the size
of a fiv and a half appenrd %o consist mainly of Sth husk
Div. They have secur=d MINSOHHAFEN, LANGEMAK BAY and also
HELDSBACH AIRFIELD. It uppeays as if they are plenning to
control the IAMPIER STRAITe 'Their front line runs along
both sifes R SONG. It is oertain that they have secured
JIVEVANENG, XUMAWA enidl BUTAWENG.

The enemy &t present is sBUpplying 1ts position sndédt the
geme time is trylng to remove the strcng preasure oY
HAYASHIDA Butal (79 Inf Regt) north of JIVEVANENG.

2.. 80 #iv, with the object of captur‘ng FINSCHHAFEN, wiil
attack locally and graduslly ennihilate the enemy. in
oraer to accomplish this, & powerful force (80 Inf Regt)
:mst occupy SATELBRRG HEIGHT gulceikly and meke it sectres
Distribute units in vital points in the rear to meet
enemy landings end endeavour to protect the supply
eimul caneously. Main body (79 Inf Regt, Div HQ, Div
"‘roops) will eseemble at NONGORA ~——=—-=V

At the time of 26 Bde attack, therefore, the enemy wes dispose’

‘with 80 Inf Regt holding iiae SATELBERG area, with III Ba on the

SATELPFERG rd ar’ II 2n on the spur mmning cast from SATELBERCG to
HILL 2200, and 8 mixed force hoiding the west flank MORENG — MAZARTO.
JI =n 238 Regt was in GUSIKA area, amd t:2 "main force' of 79 Inf
Regt (I and Y1 Bns, at lcast) concentrated in NCNGIKA &rea, Ths
purpose of this concentration, as will ve snown lzier, wa: ‘¢ launch
4 ivpther counter offensive, which the enemy called "Operation No 2'.
19 20 Div moved to NONGORA aree.from SATELBERG on 1G Nav.

sainteaance

Maintenance bprovlems were exceotionelly d'fiicult during thie
vhage. Resurnly of FINSCHHAFEN »y neval craft was expected to cease
on 15 Mov,; vhen USASOS LAE wa:r to ussume responsibility, and meenwhile
nigher suthority des’red tu hu'ld up stocke in the area to the
maximum while naval ~vzagsels were still available, and lerge numbers
of L3Ts &nd LCTi begen ta arrive at GODOWA BEACH. Heavy demands for
labour to unload and handle the atores were lnevituble, end the
task fell principally n fighting units onder Comd 9 Aust Div,
especially 4 Bde. At one period 800 men by day and 400 by night

were continucusly =mployed on GODOWA and KEDAM BEACHES.

Simud teaneously, the development of a large air base for Fifth
Alr Force, and of & Naval Base ror PT boats, was Logun in the DREGER
ifAARBOUR are1. A1l construction units, Aa units, and adminiotr-ative
dets, with their personnei, vehicles, equipment and stores, were
landed on GODOWA BEACH, from LSTs. TLe beach vecame chaotically
overcrowdz3 because of insufficient meana to clear it; and heavy rain
for several davs turned TIMBULUM FiLANYATION behind the beach iuto a
Jqusgr're, Vehicles had to be dragpged orf the beach by bulldozers anc
left in tre mud behind, Gradusally, however, rosds were bulll to
DREGER and the congestion slowly aoated.

There was conrlderaple doubt at this time as to the limiis of the
Us «ad A:st Base preas. Arter nany delays and changes of pian; it
was eventuelly decided that the Aust Bene Areu should extens frun
octh inel. LAUMCH JETTY — R SONG. This involved the cleacance of
Ausy dumps from the area cdeveloped at FIISCHHAFEN to the new area;
an’”. the further use of 9 Aust Div small creft and vehieles, since no
other trensport was availsble to Base Sub Area.



- 21 -
_ Admindstrative wilts for the AuBt Bace sub “rems continued o
verive and Tredually took over the T.ame instal.ations. on 26 Noy
PFLISCUTAFEL 3ase Sud srea ceassd to b8 Wider Coemd 9 Aust Div and
pecume dlreostly reaponsible to NGF.  AvBilable resources did not
permit the -calls on ite Div i provide wiministrative dets, transport
und lsbour to c:use entirely, and even &n Jan the Div was still
purtly supplying itself by smull crafd fiam the Base dumps at

LAUNCH JEITY.
PHASE
THE ATTACK
16 HOV - 123 IFC
26 Bde Plan

In sutline; 26 Bde plan for the capture of SATELBERG prcvidec
for simmltan=ous advanc:s by all three bns. The first intermelicte
objectivz was the dominacing STEEPLE TREE feeture (2600 ft) and the
june+ion of S~AAELBERG =4 and MW track from KUMAWA; patrolling and
recee would then cdetermine the best route for the final essawlt ¢
S£ ETBERG. /18 Bn was to advancue wesi on the axis of SATELBERG
rord supportel by 8ll tle tanks; 2/23 Bn war to a¢rance north from
KGu WL along both the NT ard NW tracks ani 1ink -with 2/2 3n on the

@ - SATTIBERG rosd; 2/24 Bn was to move NW frem JIVEVANENG, cross R SIKI
: andé seilze the HILL 22CC, thence expleoltiing west up the spur towards
SATEUBERG.

A preliminary operatign,; timed for D minus 1 day, wam the
cepture by /48 3n of the enemy outpost position on GRKEN RIDGE and
“he r.curing of the track junciion SATELRERG road - HE traslk from
KUE . A through SISI. This attack was tuccessftlly carrled out on 156
jiv™ by Lo ccye 2/48 Bn with heavy arty support. GREEN RIDGE was .
guptured and the enemy garrision rcuted, nwmersws weupone and mueh
eguirrert we. e captured. On t& same day, as previously ordered,
2/4 Sy sgu cume undzr 26 BC:, and relieved 2/23 Bn at KUMAWA,; thus
releasing the whole bn for thz attack; 2/24 Bn moved NW end sscured
& bridgehesd cover k SIXI in preparation for #ts attack on HILL 3200
. next day. Fcr the u1tir:te ralntensnce of 2/2¢4 Ba,; Div¥ engrs had
ST alveedy begun the constructiou of a jJeep track from KATIKA, following
tas track used by the enemy in hls October counter-offensive. For
scme days, however, 2/24 Bn was to be maintained/native currlers Irom
JUVEVANENG by

Levelonment of 25 Bde Attack

At (700 hrs 17 Nov, the attack bagun with heavy axty, morias
and Mi© corncentiations on <neny poslt’ons, especlally on COCONUT
RiIGE. The tankc sdvanced with leading troopB of 2/48 Bn and
fierce fighting immediately deve .opci astride SATELBERG rd. The
t2e of %anke cbvicusly cume as & surprise %o the enemy who had no
eficcotice counter at hand; mnevertheless, the enemy resisted bitterly, -
fosquently :umawnine in his defeaces uwatll litercliy blacted ou’s By

e 2.re ol the tunks. The udvunze was made elow a&s nuch by ths
netups o2 the serntin as by the encmy: the road ran along a narrow
S p*ge covered in thick bawboo vhich made inl movement difficalt ond -
the locatin~ of enemy positions & lun~ and arduous task, Fouxr ays
i streruous Tighting enc steady advance, fo_lowed by a final '
assa'it, secur2d STEEPLE TREE HILL and 2746 Bn linked with 2/25 Ba

~h5 had jvercone stirong en2my opposition on the -ove awong the W
tmcx from KUMAVA. The en:m7 had already tried various meane ol
5t pping the WATILDAS - 37mm gue firing 4P and HE; 75mm regtl guns
firing HE ot point-blank range; tenk mines, axd three ditches dug
scr..s88 the track. None was successful. Thz gunfire failed %o
paretraie the tank armour, the mines exploded harmlessly, and the
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tank dizches coussd only slizht deley while Inf and tanks comdined
tn reduee tho enemy’s covering defences by fire, and the engrs
~pepar:zé & crossing witkh a bulldozer. Enemy lossc3 in personnel
and «quisment were heavy; our casualties cwingz prineipally to the
use of sanks, were light, ir spite of the great malursl strength of -
tas eremy’s pouicions and his tenaeity in defence.

thip ended Phase I of 25 Bde atimck- /24 Ba %o the north had
Jecurs2 JILL 2200 afier sowe Iighting, bul so far had had 11%5tl-»
guecez~ in pushing w3st < long the spur towarls SATELBERG, owing Yo
=~ »n1g énemy defences, think bumbno, and precipitous slopes. MNever-
_aeTesc their presence constizudbes & direct threst to the {lunk o2

'ty enewv positions on SATEIBERG and the iviv Comd &liontted & furthe-

ar of tanks to 26 Bde for use on this flank, The MATILDaSwr=re to
wove slong the KaTIK4 track to HILL 2200, us so0on as the cngrs had
completed the jeep *rack- The tanks arrived Jjust befors the I'a”l ¢
SiTELBERG, in time *o ke pari o2 26 Nov in the final &assault by
2/.-t 3 on the enemy positions in this areea,.

~he progress of the 268 Z.c attaek is shewn on Hap, Appx D.

Devel-mment of uiv Orfensive

/one of

Th: Div Jomd also strick «t ths enemy held rifz: &andg track-
GUSTK . - ¥aAHED, #itli *he object not oaly of cutiting / the enemy's
~upnly roc.28, but ulso of securing grovrd from which an a“tack
corid pe developed dgainss WiREC from the east; =«nd ~f securing the
pight flark of & thrust &% YWAWRG in the centre IV through NOIIG XA,

PA Bde was accordingiy nrdered, oi 18 ov, whilst st11l hoiding
IMURTH HILI —~ SCARLPT DTACH high sround west of KATIKA, to preraze {o
ailvance with one bn {2/32 Bn rominated) to eccure high grownd &t PABH,
a2 s*mtore’ knoll astride GUSIKA — WVAREQ track, and to eontrol asl tracks
tracke in the urea as far west as the LAKES, Div engrg were $0
ennstruct 8 jeep track to follow 2/32 3n as rapidly as possible,

¥ Qoy, which ksd ju,i arrived from I.E, being sllotted in = .
* 71 3de for this purrose. Mcanwhile 150 na%ive carrlers were
ed far the msintersaice oi' the Bn. In the event of the Bn'ec

reing cvi, tentative urrangeuents were made for supply-~dropping

2 rituck o FABU

i9 liov wus upno.nted oy the Dxv Cowmd us D Day .sor the 84 sde
uce. 'The .ove was & coimplete suce-ss8. 2/32 ra less onr coy

a1ligant 2ueny realstunce, wad prepared it or o defended arcu
dorminutirg the surrpund’ng covi iry and the enemy supply route Irom
GUSIHE - gn all sides the upproaches to PallU lay nup stecp =~lopar
anversed with open kanul. ihe enemy vwere cohviousl: completely
grnrised, snd next duy severuwl lurge purties or enemy wer:2 pmbushed
o3t the trezk and ulm st completely wumnihilated. 'The enem;r rsacted
ripongly, wnd a ae’w 2 ined attack wus made aguinst PABU from e

T7 wi midday, wu: ropuised with l2evy los3. Qne coy 2/32 In then
segun o oxpinit westwurd: towards the TiAKES wree, pub sneountered
struie oroool lom. - is mow knowna thot thilc sedden stroke hy 2/62
Br., tesiies egbarrs sing ‘he eaemy's supply, also antieciputed ari
oLy iigocuntel his piuns fe- a povertwl ounter-nttell to celieve
¢ prescure on nis SATELBERG geirlson.

The Spoemy Gou Ler Attick

Ou 22 I'av the enrmy lautiched & tares-plonged counti.rat*ack an
Lur pesitions nerth of I 720G wwa 8t the northzen cad of SOATLET
BEACH.. {me forer (Il Br 228 R.7t :s88 tWo coys) osiuc 2d soutn-
wurfa Trom BONGA tlong theé enceril irack. This atback wae 2et and
Fefeatved by one Loy 2/43 8r wi*n: enemy casumlties 80 kilied; &
s2coné wnd heavier at%epk was leunched from the W by two bng 79 Inf
%-2%, with the object of yze-hing the mouth R 80MG along i north
sz ond 1inking wil. tue ¢ actel cttuek.  Thip aitack was wade In
MPTianit covabpy o .ayement apd  conrdinution; and aftep jndticl

*
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a¥F103utlon oy heavy arty «nd mortur. fife} never developed into o
powertdl Gincerted ussuvlt as plunned.  Hevertheless heuvy fighting
developed to the west of KORTH HILL, along the north ounk k SCHG una
neur t2e 2/32 Bn jeep treck; which the enemy hed now cut, during
the dey, end it was not uctil the evening) when ane coy 2/32 Bn nmede
a well timed counterattack, that the enemy wus iineily defeated. A
third eremy group crossed R SOKG and ettewmpted to reech SCARLET HEACKH
fram the west, but were intercepted by natiols and harsssed ry urty
fire;, und tinully driven oft By heav. wortar fire trom 2/23
perimeter south of ® SuilG.  On £3 lov strong patrols, usually uccom
psnied by FOOs, pursued <nd atiucked the retrest.ng Japs and encage”
thent »ith upty concentratins wherever locuted. Many dewd were
¢ounted und much ubandon=d equipment were tsoken snd 1200 enemy
~-holes were found at the scene of the frighting. The enemy
suffered viry severely in men und equipment in this counterattinck wk
ended in complete folluso. .

.Cature of S§A”SLBERG

while tie eneny counierettack wag bteing launched and defeated
nortl n. B SONG, 26 Rue hed beée pressing orn towurds SATTLBERC.
STF.P1LE THRE HILi proved fo be the muin enemy defensive position on
the Z:TFLSERG rd, and Cowd 26 Bde now decided to uttack SATEL RRG
alc” v the axir of the rozd, z/48 bn und the tunks leadirg, tollowed
by 2/2% nn, 2/24 3n was to continue to exer; pressure and iry to
uGvunge ane threaten the eustern filunk of SATILBERG HEIGHTS.

g/48 bn mude rupid pregress, surprising snd routicg severul
gnenmy groups in hulf-dug positions :@long the rowui; wnd ny 22 Hov hxd
popaned the southern slopes uf e SATELBEXG reagpne itmelf: uoout
6800 vurde in u direct line froi the sunmi®.  leps tﬂg ENeNy waB
uguin encountered in strength, sna it wus found thot g Jopdagide hug
completely desrroyc? the roud und prevented further wdvuped py khe
tanke., 4 hult was culied while strong putrols propbed the eng ¥
positions ond prepurations were made ior the £inol ussault.’ he
eremy 4us heuvily engupged duy end nizht oy arty, morturs wnd HKGS,
~he 26 Bde plan was for 2/46 3n to 4tiumck direectly uphill} towards the
cugtern end of the SLTELBERG feuture und the villuge, and 2/23 in to
gwing out westwurds und seize the 3200 feature to the northwesi. On
94 -ov the sdvunce was resumsd with heavy arty und wortar support
und Zierce fighting continued &1l day. Uy nightfull, elements of
2/48 5n hud outflenked the enewmy to the east an’ were within 150
yurds of the swwalt, while 2/23 in hud mude substuntial progress in
neuvy going toverds its nojective, .rter repulsing three strong
enmterattucks. £.’4 Sev Smn puisols reported the encay on the west
Tlonk hed withdrain northwards trom HORFNG.

on 25 Yov the rincl sttack of SATELSERG HTIGHTS was mude by the
thres bna from ihe eust, south &nd 8§W; enemy reapguapds weps: yrouted
ond Py 1300 hours the whole feuture was in our hundm. 8/34 Bn
acoupicd PATAYKO #inding much cbsndoned equipment and 8/4 Quy figh
peached LARARIK. ~here strong defences hed been vuctted, ™ ° = 7

r'reparuti'.‘:"ls to o tuck ‘:.r;_:g}:o

The next stuge wus te De the cupture nf the line GUSIKA - WAWLO.
Je Bde wea now ozdered to cocure GUSIKA und gain control -1 the urea
ug Lo west a8 the Lr¥ES, while 26 rde wis to exploit from SATELHEKG
north tovurds WakED. tiuch depended o:. the progrear of t. 3se i#oves.
iioth pdeg. aphrt froa enemy resictance. were _ueed with ~xtrecely °
diff'igult country - especiu.iy the precipitous vulley of x SCGIHG wnicl
lay uecpcss 26 pde &xisg = und pluns were ulado prepured for 20 Bde to

‘drive on WaREG in the'qéptrc w4 through NGHOK .

Between 20 - 25 HaW. =0 iL: wus congentruted in the urea N of
KATIKA, and sn 256 Nov & wprting order wus ippucd to 20 -as to pe '
ppepured to wdvance wng gepiure LORGOiU &reg und the high grouni to
the popth ustride trepk GUSIKA - TAkEU, knoyp) ug XuAS NIILS, with o
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Wieﬁ_%é exploiting towerds WALRO. saditionol lraops to de pluced
in ‘support 2¢ =de were 2/6 Fd Regt, 2/3 ¥l Coy less one pl, 1) Tl

C Goy. »IB; Medicel wné JASC dets. Jdministretive planning far the, . -
~perstion was to be pused on the coratruction oI & jeep truck belfore
D Duy ulong the south benk of 3 S(NG far abcut 250C yis, und the,
estublishment of & forwurd ode dump of supplies :nd amiunitinn at |
the jeephesd, Subsecquent muintensnce wus to be by native porterage
from the forward dump, for which purpose 6C0 natives were allntted.
This would be suvnplenented by air dr-)ping 1T necesesry.

Developaent of 24 Bde and 25 Ble advances

The ene.y counterattuck north of & S0IG hud cut commmnicdiions
with £/32 3n ¢t PaBU, though wireless conteact wus mtintuained.  The
uative carrier line wus unuvle to get through oectuse ol eneny
elerants in the urew, wna the Bn was muintuined for severuyl duys oy
alr drog:ing. Piuns were nov nrepured to cupture PINQ HILL wnd
open ur L of C fto ¥aBU rurther to the east. 2/32 Bn mewnwnile hed
smoushed sev-rual «x = purties or enemy an” Inflicted severe cusuauliies,
put wus iteelf tuk’ng cusurltles Irom the direct fire of severul
enemy 75mn gune: on 22 Nov, one coy 2432 Bn returned from FPiBU to
Hon i Il cuaryyin: the wourcad.

0on 26 llov, ut O50C hre, the enemy luunched & ver; determined
&t ack on PASU trom the 8§ and INY. IDocuments cuptured later showed
thut trip wous planned us an aituck frouw three directions to reopen
the trueck to GUSIKA.  Arty Tire broke up the thrust from the eust
pefope 1t developed, oul heury righting lasting 23 hrs tool plucs
tq the SW und NW oefore the enwy vus finaddly yepulsed with heavy
gnzuulties and the sttuck colluvsec. ‘

~n the sune dzy, ut 09¢) ars, PINO HILL wag suepapafuwiid
usstulted by two coys 2/32 3n supported by three MATILDAY «iif hegwy
srty and mortar con: entrutions on the objective.  Cn’ this occapialy,
the tunks were aple t- uove in the open kunai where -they had freedon
of manpeuvre, and the inf moved ulong the jungle fringes, wnence
they were g81ill uble t» give effective close protectinn %o the tanks.
A Bafe I. of ¢ was inmediately opened to TABU for the mwvement of
native carriers ar? (he evacuation of wounden.

The rex’ phase o0? 24 Bde operetions var the securing of the
righv flunk to the sea, by the capture »f GUSIK:.. 1als operstinm
was curried out 27 .- 29 Iov by 2/28 Bn, with one tp of MNATILDAS in
suppart, moving along the wxis ol the coastul track (see Hap Appx D).
The track was uarrow vvd muddy, r-u.dng through thick juneie, unpd
iagersected ny numec:oue creeks; most of which were temporary tank
oostucles. The inf therefore led the advunce, followed by s p! of
engrs with « bulldszer, to construct creek crossings for the tunks and
jeeps. ihen the int struck solld oppesition, ithey shelled ams,
morsuped the enemy and waited for the tunks to gome fopwupd. AN
inf agsuult, supr.rted by the tunks, wis invariuply Qeqigive, ungd in
two duys, 2/26 3n 1.d cuptured GUSIKA, reducing en popte u Eepled
of enemy positions ustride the truck. 24 bde wus now ‘reudy to turr
wee: und uttuck towurdn WAREQ itself. ' :

seunwhile, 26 Bde :af oeen wmuaking rupid progress in their
c:ploitation north from SATFLBERG. Ain atiempt by an enemy Tor~e to
fold the B SIIG crossing at the suspension oridge lE of WIOR W&S
oroken oy 2/23 Bn who crossed the river lower down on 3¢ MNov, und
tasn proceeded to encircls wnd wipe out the whole enimy gusrissa. (n
L Dee ¥UAlZo +illege wus occuf ed. Tre nrincipal proolcm of 26 Bde
tt % 1s stupge wis meintenance. In splte o grecvt exertions ty the
DLv engrs with dulldozers &nd G coy of 2/3 Pnr 5n us.-isting, jeepheud
in dry weather hud sti11 c¢iily reuched PuLAILIO, .nd in wet weuther the
whole poute sluost as fur ouck ¢33 KATIKA pecume impessup.e, snd je ps
hed to ne towed through ny HAE crucked trugtors. From PALANKG
foyuapd to KUANKO wag p % €1y turn-round over very steep counsry,
¢ wg £1]l the nativeg wi’ck could be spured for 26 2de v-re insuffic
ient, the whole of 2/%4 np was engaged in gaprying for 2/25 3n. £/48
Pn weg kolding t.e AATE BERG area, end 2/4°Quy Bop patrolling @idr
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to thé west trc.: L RAKUD.

In v.ew ni the progress oe.ng mude on the 24 and .6 Bde
sectors, ©he L.v Ooud decided thut it would not be necessury o
clielt whole of 20 Sue to a direct sttink Hn WAREG via SOIGORA. TITn
order to confuse the enemy, &and prevent concentration of his
reserves, hie ordered that one on (2/i5 Bn nominated) develop =
third threut to WARFG by udvan:ing to HOIGORA, snd employ strong
iighting patrole forward uguinsy enenmy pPositions. This wuc deie
or . Dee¢ und 2/15 Bn conti~ed tc exert bBressure in this aree by
active fighting patrols uncil iie £al1 of VikEQ on 8 DeC.y

%
4 3de tdvence Ilorth ¢ CUSTKA

PreparuticonL. wire now nude to li'meh 4 Bie in « drive north-
wiards long the cosst irom GUSIEA. It wus expected “hut this
. .rust, by threatening the en-ny's coustal supvly line, w~id force
Lir t. sbundon the whole % KEQ . :8itior; wnd in the eveni, this
iagent _un wes recliseAd. A warning crde. v .8 issued on 29 iigv to
4 Bde to moke plsrs for this &lvence, foi “hich i ¢ following troops
woul~ pe plucel under r~ommend

7 HATILDAS C Sqa Tks
9 P1 C Coy PIB
Dets AASC, Me_dical, 532 Regt 2 ESB, AMGAD

and 13 support 2/6 ™ Regt
2/7 ¥a Coy.

‘The objective ziven 4 Bde wus the }.igh ground at FMORTINICAT.. N
e, The advance was o o€ rade by bounds from one pesch meinteinwnce
€2 'y another, only tw. of which were tc be ig use ganourrenily,
thd Which 4 Bu2 wus to proteet until relingutshed, '

Iaspus.uions wore reorganised to provide for striking yp the
cotist wath & ana U Bder, while 24 awnd 26 Bdes re.cained to proteot
the IIIiSCHMAMEY &ares. The inter-ode oc'widary ircl to 24 Bde wes
fixed us Xia® nILLS - IGLGORa truck.. Both bdes were ordered to
complete “he cupturs of GUSIKA — WAREC line and then to orgunise
their sertors for defence, to patrol actively sll tracks leading int
sr2ir areas und c3tablish stunding patr;ls bucked by reserves in
cepth on ali likely lines of enemy appros-h. On D pay 20 Bde wus to
coue into Div regerve in ares SCAKLET REACH - HOMNGCRA, wisu one on
on . hours notice, a~d the rect of the ode on 6 haurs notice, to
“3llow 4 Bde in the coastel &4 unce.

The concentration o: 4 I-.e in GUSIVA ureu was completed by 3
Dee, aud 5 Dec wus uppointed oy She Plv Comd as D Day. "g" recuired
Y, dzvelop "he smu:ll becch ut the mouth R KALUENG (GU{¥A) us on
initi:l maintenence arew for the advence; this involved € zp work
in tae remcvsl o7 undercuter and lundwerd obstucieg, It vwep A7)
wizeserry i tunks and jeeps were not to oe left pehind ak the outset
¥2 con.iruct o vehicle ¢.osBcing of the sieep-sided R rALURLG pefore
L huy.  On 3 Dec, therefore, £7 Bn crossed the river wni secured c
ridge’ 2ad Jithin whnich the engrs could work with bulldogers on the
approaci.2g snd coostruct @ log briige. Jtrong ~n°my defences
eonsisiing of so0lid bunkers protected by u minerield, were locnted
acout 00 yds south ol the LAGCOOII.

On 5 Dec the advance pegun. Ag.in, the tanks :oved in veur
of *he leuding inf, to be culled forwurd when strong oppositior
vas “necountered. One pl of engrs with & bulldozer preceded th.
tenks o utk: crossings over the numerous wutercourse nbssocles, ™he
tuniic proceeued o the edge of “he firrt minefield, and oy dire- ,1.g
neavy fire et the ounkers assisted 29/46 En to brefk throu~h tue
rosilion.  Thereafue», hawever, for nor: duy. the tanks wers uns.le
to aetgh up with the afr “pee, becuuse the 2nemy produced an eitective
Ces2ying device in ¢'2 gappe of tenk miner poosted with J.arge prep..ec
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chex»ges of pievie &eld, vuried deep in the ground. Neither mine
detecior: nor prodding with cayonets was successful in locating
them, cid severul tenks and bulldozers hi:d tracks plown off, an’ »r-

tunk weo iyrepes nbly dumanged. The only so_ution wss to cut £ new
ek, )

Curture ¢f GUSIKA - WARFRQ ILine

On 8 Dec, 26 Bde captured Viln0d, after & lang nutflanking
rove.ent by 2/24 Bn hud secured PREAK HIIL and dislodged :he eneny
v m the difficult 4, mroach nor:ch ot EUANKO. The same day 22 3Jde
whirh bad besn moving west =D the steep jungle track townrds WnRZ0,
und driving the enemy from ™8 nositions by snccessive encireling
uttucks, coptured XwmAS HILLE unu Tinked with 2/15 3n petrols trom
HC .GOMA. B th 2des continued their pressure on enemy reurpuurds
coverir ; the enemy witadareweld to the coast wt LAKQNA vi:s the inl.nd
srack runn.ng Ik zvom WarEQ und in spite or ifierce enemy re istunce
JlL jeveral razorowcek ridees, opened the GUSIKA ~ WAREQ truck on 12
o, :

Develoent of CocquBiui aavance

The advance of 4 3de continued steunai.y, uud:irr the hewviest
crtw support or the cumpuign {4700 rounds fired in one day), 7 :
eneny resisted strongly, mainly u«t creek cpyrsings in the coeaial
o.nrley out Peuvy arty and ortar fire blussed him oud, end 4 Bde
made eonlinual encireling and by-pussing titucks, which invup. bly

- fopeel tre enemy to withdraow. Ffurther, the enemy aid not oceury

: . the cormiundine around fo the west, which wus covered meinly with

) cpen kunui, und o roree enving . ong this high ground %was
zontinuully outflunking his pogsitions neur the coast.

‘0 3de followed clc ¢ behind 4 Bde, witi. the responsibility of
provecting tic lert £ank zué resr ol the leeding bde, by means of
inf petrols reving on “he high ground, und FI3 patrolling in depth
along t7~ trecke leading inlend: and of tuking oaveir the protectinn
ot the r. ar bzacal:ad s new mcintenance beuchheuds were developed
forward.

on 18 D=2e, the HATILDAS aguin demonstreted their walue ot

LaXOMA. 3% T on 14 Dec had surrounded & party oi wboud 100 Jupe in
t} : coconuts a% TiPT SIBIDA: the encomy resisted desperately for tue
days and caused 60 cazuvlties te three attucking inf coys. Late in
the evening, & MATILDAS, which had been h~<1d up at creek crossir s,
arriveéc uné iimediztely uttecked with one int coy. vwithin «n hour
1€ entire positiorn wss overrin, the enemy force wiped nut with the

. exzeption of u iew who threw zuemselves over the clirfs of Cel'E

0 SIBID:. Cusuulties tothr wtiuciking inf were 6 wounded, %o the tunks,
n' .

The enemy wuas cy oW in full retrest, out his recrguurds cone-
tinved to #ight stuobornly. By 20 Dec, however, 4 Bdce with cowertvl
suppor: dy tw.anks und uriey, had oroken encsmy cesistuange in _: HASATG
L ren tud occupiced 158 objective,- the high ground at VORTIFICATION
P, 20 Hde, which hud peen Icllowing 4 Lde in uiv rosepve now
sreper-d to move thwrongh .nd t..:ze up the . ursait.

iaintenunce

Throughout the advance of 4 de the suygiy nd maintensi.ce
orruniguticn had worked Gs originudly plu.uned. ESB umphibious
scoute woved with the leuding troope end mude o lundwapd recne off
eucn beweh us 1t was secured. The 532 Regt 2 ESB recce erart 7bs
en culied torvard o umtke w seavurd recce of u perently sul:ubie
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beacheBs  sultable Leishes were then Beltcted end e boechhewnd
gr-up wad orsugi:t in o¢ craft, cunsisbing or AASC, Medieal wna
EuB <2tB, to set vp 4 DID, beach evatuding post, and ~thep
wdminiBtrution installatione. 4 wnd 20 Bdes were muintained Trom
successive beachheads: Div engrs sudgébstuily kept the j.ap
track up with the iewding inf, but subunits wmoving on she high
ground o the west were supuvlied ty hudize eurriera. C.CiilT,
KILIGIA, LAYONA and MASKVEYNG LEACHES wers &ll used, the lewding
bde ¢loeing up 1ts veuch dets Zrom the jearvurd beach ug the
utvance went on.

PHASE FIVE
THE PULSULE

21 _Pec 43 - 15 Jun 44

Between 20 - 25 bec, a rurthe~ reorgunisstion teok Liace, to
dllow the adysuce tn ne continve. with two bdes (2¢ and 26) leuving
24 Bde to hold arev GUSIKA - WALEO - SATELRERG with responsibil: sy
Tor the area south to LAGH'LK BAY, und 4 Bde to hold FORTIVICATION
PT - R MASAWENG &rea. 2 nde relieved 26 Bde in the SATREIBF 3 -
WAREQ and the luotter woved down to the coust toc be ferried Tforws(i
in craft to IASAWE'G.

. On 21 Dre. 2u¢ Bde took up the pursuit of the retreating enemy;
I'rom thif peint tne advsnce v-sceeded rapldly in succeseive stiges
ialc Jown by Div HQ, uv~til the cupture of SI0 on 15 Jan 44. 2¢ A#de,
lecding, c-neentr.*ed 1ts rsin sttentio: ~n the coustul sirip &2l
Wug respcnsible Yor the .(sfence ol temchheuds in it3 area; %6 —de,
moving clcse behind in ifimmediute div reserve wus resongi-le rop
E-Steeting the rear of 20 Bue und the left flunk, by uweuns of inf
sutrols moving frou the coust ty 1. teru). trucks to tre muis intlungd
track 2AGANELT ~ Kulua®:i, thence seurchirg the “muck Jor £3me QAistunce
“na returning to the coust. IIk were usel on deep imdend patrols
«rnd mode continu-us coverags of the muin imiund tracelk. 26 2de wus
tlso responsible for the protection oif the rewr peuchhecdr in its
sector, assisted oy LS3 un Rea dets wunning Tk 4 guns. The leit
reer of the udvunce wus cove::2d =+ 4 gde petrolling the inglnd ares
north of R WASANENG, linkine st pOuMPUA with 2/4 Cav Sqn |, wtrols
from VWAREQ under coumund of 24 Bue, which wus mede responsidle for
putrolling south of R HASAVEES.

0 The success’ve objuctives £2t 20 Bde by Div H; end the dutes
o they were secured, vere us follows :--
Line cozast 5Z08BC - spur 100 in 5286 21 Dec
Sper 458933 - 431925 27 D2c
FNAHD,L ~ spur running sw &1 Dec
Line R SalGA 1 Jun
Line R DsJAMAN o Ja
Line R BURI 9 Jan
Line R F4PUGHLRA 12 gaen
HAABARIVA urea, the line of treck 447459 -
4434206 thence SSW to foothills 14 Jan

The rate of advance was reguluted by three factors :-

(1) Maintenance of the farce. Successive beachhes..s
were opened &€s sultable beaches were uccur :gd. The
Div Comd required at least 7 duys supplies to pe
withar r-ach of the forwurd troops, so that i:_?u§
wewlaer prevented ESB craft running, there would be
sufiicient resesrves feorward,
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(11) Necesglty for providing ooltinuwus urty bipport., Guns
were orought fo.ward eithed by road or in LOis, but on
land the sneed of urty movément did not greetly exceed
that of tic irf, since .osbt of tie personnel marched. fhe
speed gr the inf adveance invoived f:egueat chonges of gur
positiont. The availability of ILCks, the state of the
vienther, and the proximity of sult-ble beuches were the
wnin f:ctors in planning saee mves. )

(111) The Div Comd required the force tc bc kept concertratea
wnd "Q" were instructed to clser fhe stocks from rearvurd
beaciahcads forwurd us qulick™ y as porsible, si.ic” troopse
were reguired to protec® the bpeaches in reus as long us
the, were in use, &nd the f~rce - especluily the rear
bpde - would tend to become streung out along the ccaest.

The advance was hultel on severcl cccasicnt for ons or tuo Cay
to ellow reserves to be put into the forward beaches, eni field gun2
to be brought up, and when KELANOA was reached a pause wua3 orde: =
while all available craft and roed transport were turued tn clearing
stocks at all reurvard oeachheads forwsrd to SIALUM, which became
lerge forward Boge for "the Dlv, eventually hnlding 21 dsys' resen-ves
of &ll natures.

Throughout te udvonce, the Div hud beex maintaining *{s2lf by
means of itc own 532 Regt ESB crafi from Buse dumps at LAUICH JETTY.

“Then o« Div Mulintenance Area wus established ut STALUM, this
ir-olvecd & turnround of almost 100 miles, und “n the r:ough wWeuther
cauzed vy the continuul HY¥ wonsoon the iCls hod greut trouoie with
noiatenenee., and the use of LCVs becumie quite impruclicudle. cn 8
Jun 44, 2 aust Corps pluced two travlere ut disposul or Buge Sup nreu
to form & third-line supply first to SILLUM wnd l.ter to K. alQuw
These gufficed to curry the rutions required by the iozes, in all,
westher, but all other supplies, inzluvding ammunition, hed siill to be
brought forward in LGus.

Aftep the oupture of NAMBARTTA; supplies were prougiht 1n by aca
to KELAMNOA, and forward muiiitentnce was done frowm SIALUL to clecr uand
ellow the closing o:' that uweach. Until NAYBARIYA vecch waB opened,
supply forward of KELANOA wes by jeep, nutiv. cerrier end LJKie.

Demunds for labour to unlocd ships at FINSCHHACEM tnd work in
the Base area duwnps ontinued to be heavy, und were net by 24 3de
units, one shore coy ESB, &nd the retention for the purpose in the Div
Reception Gamp &t KEDAM of several hun?red "X" Liit pressonnel snd
reinforcements.

LCVs end LQiis of 532 Regt 2 ESB v:re used noil cornly for the
transport of guns, supplies und tar’ 3 but s&lso for the cariliuge farv v
of troops, wherever pcusible, to save “ime and exha stion £+ the inf.

On the coral coastel ehelf covered with kunal, the enpg»s were
able to keep jeephesd up tu the lesding bn, the muin obstacle:r being
amall recvines and streams. The tanks were also able to keep witt
the forwurd inf, the only serlious obstacles - deep ravines nelween
HUBIKA und WANDOK4T - peing circunvented by fer:ying the Lenke in LGCiie
befare the rosd wus push2d through. Line communicutinns were
maintained contitususly, by the Div Sigs moving :.ith the l=2/4ing on ic
lay -he mu’n Div uretery from Jeeps.

On £ Jun 44, an AMERICAN force lunded &t SAILUR. tlocked "ne
cougtal track oetvezn SIC - 30GALJIM und inereased s:ill ruriher the
<nemy's supply ditrficulties,
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Enemy peasguedis offered sﬁhﬂﬁd?ié oppositichi, alin~st
Anverdebly from timbered creeks, Bub int pressure and arty sid
mortar conentrations alweys fovied them to withdrew overnight;
4dlong the coust, zbandoned -urs gHa dimps of equipment, '
ammnition, medidgal supplies ona eHEP Btores were found, and
BmuBhed enem; burges littered ihe beuthes. 4is SIO was approached
an incroasing number of enemy detd Were found along the track,
und miny sick and wounded who were Wriaole to keep up in the
reireat hud besn fdandoned to thei¥ Pate. on 13 Jan 44 the

moin encmy supply base ut IIAMBARIWA Was occupied without
opposition and showed the destruciiVé effcct of the heavy houbing
it had received. On 15 Jea SIC MISBION wes occupied, and :he
Whole ares wes being theroughly comBed fop <8p stragglers, end
arrangements made for salvaging the very iorge durpe of enemy
materis) throughout the apes.

Under instruction HQ 2 Aust Corpa, 4 3e hed been left 4n
MORTIFICATION PT area, and on 4 Jan, £ Aust Corps relieved
9 Aust piv of responeibility for the area south of R MASAWENG,
and assumed cormmend of 4 and 24 Bdes and of all 9 ‘Aust Div trooud
in that sres, Finally on 13 Jun 44 2 Aust Corps ordered@ that
HG b Aust Div teke over comd of forwerd area as 8 Bde moved
Torward. By 20 Jen units of 8 Bde hed relieved 20 Bde, and ut
1800 hours 20 Jen 44 EQ 9 aust Div heénded over to HQ 6 aust Div
anc prapared to concentr:ite the Div in FINSGHHAFEN eren preparute
ory to emburkation.

Results of Campui.m

Enemy lcsses in the cumpuign were heuvy, Eheny rsiaea
forward of SIO under Comd HQ 20 DAV totelled 12,636, 'The enemy
00B and unit strengthe cre given et 4Lppr YH"., Of 4his totel,
ahout 7,760 bedeme oattle cusual ties, comprising i-

goﬂnted enemy dead B,ogg
w . e
Estintte of woundza (3:2) 4,644

7,7€1

This estimute is substunticted by captured documents and
PW stetemeuts. No ellowance hus been made fop cupu:rltieg due o
gicknese, out of the remeining 4,845 it ie known from cup*ared
uwnic strength stuztes and PW that less then 4,305 survived to
withdraw foom SI0 towerds SAIDOR, of which the inf bns o® 79 snd
80 Regts totclled only Z,000. A large proportion 7 thi: farce
was oy then ineffective awing ts wounde, siclness snd ex::iustion,
This i8 borne out by the isrge number of dend found vlong the
routes of withdrewal, und by the “act thel 8 Bde aeccounted for a
further 1,200, m2s+ly found decd, between SI0 crd  SAIDOR.

Cuptured ﬁqapbns comprised:-
Wi Streng’h

Guns 7Smm 18 26
Guns 70mm_ 5 16
Gune $7mm - 12 16
Morturs 8lmm & SQmn 16 =29
HiGs . 28 36
Cennon 20mm é
AnlG 13mm (Nuval) 17
1MGs 1gb
Grenode digehurgers &

light mortups 4p
E)plosive thrmwep 1

Flw.2thpoweps 4
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~ Huhy other weupofis ere known 3o have haeh'ihahﬂdhea hy
the enemy, but being ouried in the ground, or thrown into
rivers or into the gea, were nevep recovered.

Our own buttle casucltien were as followgs~

Killed Wounded Missing Total
PHASE ONE 2 0ot = 16 0ot - 3~ 88  9~£06 Nil 12-268
PHASE TWO 16 Oct - 88 0ot 3w 48 4e175 il T 7299
PHASE THRE® 829 Qot - 15 Nov 8 &~ 37 Nil L= 45
PH/SE FOUR 1G Nov = 2Q Deo guldq 52280

- «1 41-374
PHASE FIVE Fl Dea ~ 16 Jan 1. 7 1. 47 il S B4

[ 3, 1 9 --—---ﬂ--ﬂsdlﬁuq hﬂ"—-"’—"—-ﬂ““ﬂ‘"‘

18-RET 50-004 ~ » 1 55-0882

(8pd) @ P wOOPTREN

" Muj3 Gen
Comd 9 Anst Div
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e




_ e1reciation of the work of PIPTS

Ai: Torrce pad 2T borbs of Tesk Groun 70.1 US “Tavvy in their iacesannk
cshne’:s 0a tha enemy L of C. '

Tarir iliia~ness to coonarate s2@ the detsrmiintion with which they
nreged hove Ghelr attecks cruaed ~veat c¢ifficulties in the enewyls
swly oad wiakenace syate:r 237 coatributed meoterielly to hisg fiasl

tel

delfert.

ot

1

% ic éeaired to racor? a:
s,

1t is also céesired to na'e snecinl mention of 532 Re~t 2 B3E.
This ze-t zerved under co-vr:C of the Div during the 1,98 pnd
£1. 7302 AFET onerpbinng, durine vhich time it nerfored iavrlumble
szxvice ia ae'iia’; jossible the movemeat cad amintenrnce of the Div.
Th2ir ouisbrting 3nivit of cooceretion aad, thelr courr~e mnd gkill
"ir tie Tzce of the raeny vere of the riert st velue.
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LESSORS GENERAL

l. Separate reports have bee:z made regarding:-

)

(b)

Emplorient of tanks

¥T - Perfovmance, types racommenied tc be adopted and
recomnended scale of issue, :

Se  Protection of Beach Head Arsa

As ir operationa for the capture of LAE so in subsequent
orepations at FINSCHEATEN was the rzed relt for a fourth bde to
131d the beachhead end main supply routes to the main force so =s
to Tree thpeee inf bdes for offeneive operations. Until the arrivi.
¢? 4 Rie it was not feasible to operstc far avar {rom the beachheac
~rea, with more than two inf bdes, thus rerndering the retention of
an adeguate div reserve a constant problem.

L4

Beach Groun

\aj

O

()

2

To overcome the difficulties expericnced in the initia:
developrent of FINSCHHAFEN Base Sib Apea which placed =2
rn2avy strain on the Div, it is considered that in an

am hibious operation the Beach Group which takes part in
the orfsinal lsnding should be so formed that it contains
the nuclieus of a Base Sub Area. _

Tt should contain units of all the services and should
have its ¥3D, PaD, BIPOD, FOD, medical eatablishmants,
ovwrn lebcur andl Srensport and provide local proiection

Trou within its own resources.

Shorily after D Day it sheuld ove responsible for all
recepiicn and holding in the beach and heach mainten=nce
arez, for fcrverd distritution as far as the div reexr
duxzp aree ard Ior evacuetion to and from the beach and
teach rgintenance area.

s Movement Censiderations within the Div

The Div's operations were governted to a large extent o the
fellowing facters afrecting movament within the formetions:-

.a)

-E":
o

Native Labour for carrying. Until additional nutives
nod been brought frcom FinsCHHAFRIl “o LAE in dov tao Ziv
was not able to operate to any apprecigblzs extent beyond
the restrizted area that czuld be supplied hy S2a or roec
or by the very small number of nativcs availgble.

Numbers of and abllity to uce smeil ~raft. Too fevw

cract ere neld for the tasks re-juired of them and this
frequently delayed operations for yeriods of a few dayr wh
vhile units and necessary supplies could be shuttled
forwar with the craft availlsable,.

~atil XELANOA was rcached FINSCHHAFEN HARBOUR wae the
nost rortnerly safe archorage neld. This added concicder-
ably %o turn-round and difficulties ol intercommuricatiun.
during the advance up the coast.

Yhen scitahle beaches were not availesble along the ccast
the “:.rce became dependent on road coamunication for
iarward maisienance, Bad weather which preventcd or
restricted movem:nt of craft emphgeiscd the desirability
of haviag BT (and roaeds) as an alterativie.  Bad weather
alsc emphasised the need for bullding up forwarld reserves
ccucur~antly with the forward move of troops by sea.

fveilability of suffieient rurmh o3 of suitable vehicles
The numter of saliable viaiules aviallable was belcw
rzgriremente, 0ften the one vinelele was driven com-
tinucusly tn- dughout 1.2 24 hours ir the day to move
forvrard esaenticzl ecvi.wo'nt and maintenance, Qon
occasions moves na- to “e postponed tacause vehicles
oY purim? mOVErs wolr. not T,9iigble Zfor load carrying cor
oYL e
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ra)

T2 advance ot foprwvard troops at tinen had to wali fop
arty to be rought forward anc in $icse eee.u the guns
could not have oceen ready us socn as the inf, had it not
been nesessary to move them forward by ahrttling,

Adcquats engr units and mechanicsl ecuipment $ap esgent? 1
taaks. - ‘-

As av LAE the engr reBources were below requirements.

Three fé coys and one vl of i mechanical equipment coy were
insufficient for the div alune znd vet much of their eflort
anéd equipment :ad to be sllotted fo work on the large
numner ol beaches usa¢, the div naintenaince arees and fop
10itial development of the Base 3ub Ares. This shortage
hec. an adverse erfect cn &vailability of roads for op-
eratiorn.

Or. rations vere frequently based on use of troops fcr
carzyins but there were never sufficient troops who coulz
be spared for this task to allow it t. be done except with-
in a very siroumscribed area. The attack from S.TRLBEiG
to 7 PEG. when the advance was or = narrow frontayg:r until
the obje tive aren was aearcd, was mode possible only by
using the sccond »n to supplement the inadequate number

of rnatives to supply the lsading bn :nd build up sufficient
forward :zscrves of armuniticn =2nd supnlies to enable beth
bius to be vezé “n the firal attack. However, shortly
after VAREO we.: captured it was supplied from GUSIKA, from
which 2 jees track ran a p.r% of the woy; and it was not
m:ny days before thi: je:, iraclt was pushed through to
WAREO Ztself,

Availavilitv cf Landisg Sraft

{2} D:rins *he whcle of the recent operations aleag the :souss

(c)

(4)

(g)

itl.2re hus been a serious shoriage of craft. Tiis ix
itself has reduced the ¢ ficiency of all uniis by pr -ent-
i:z sush lten. as unisc eguspment, stores, veiicles and
gurs being readily svailaplz <t 2]l tomes.

It i3 considered chat 90 10Ul are reoguired to mainuvain g
div meving along the cowst. Thais wonld cuable all
mzintenance and operationzl reaqujreieuts to be nmet withrout
any serious delay.

Iz recsaning tae availability of craft it has becn fourd
thas only aprroximately 50T of craft allotted arc avail-
able at any ¢ne time owing io heavy maintenance reguirements.

Whe. the turn round ir over 100 miles it is essentiai thes
o€ 2 means of transgortation.te arranged inveiving hesvier
cref.. (i.e» LCT or Trawlers). Witk regerd 4o trowlors,

the “we smali irawlers allotted for AASC sumplies Trom

F1 3CHHAFEN to XBLANOA werc a success and the boats could

cpeirave in weoather too rough for IOV or LGN

ICT are essential to enable stores, guns etec to Wc landed
on v achreg where the surf is too aigh for the smaller eraft.
The LCV, though used throughouvit th: operation, is nct con-
sidered a suitaoble eraft for .ny pur.nse other than the
iandirg ou the assault treope. It cannot be usced in

roagh seas, has small loeding eapacity and is slower than
the IOk

At least four fast bo.ts =re required for communicotions,
bhoth for bpeach to beach and beach to boat communication.
On oce.sions missions haove Gepoirted from a beuch Svst
}oh0 %0 receipt oi infermition which should rzoer cir
missicn leadr, e.g. cinw.nge of destination sp-raticna.ly
n.eEss .y Tiis inforucti2:n coulé net ke passed to the

PR 4
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wission lcader until he reached his originel destination.
\men beach recces are carricd out the information should
be immedlctely available to the perions rezponsible for
fending craft forsards With the present lack of a

fost eraft this information is uwsually not availeble
until the following day, .

(h} As oraft have frequently to beach within sight and
8mall crm# range of the enemy, some form of support
craft is nzaeazary as an csgort ; ghen.ground ooposit«
lon 18 cxpected, to enpagt the enemy and proteat the
oraft cfloat, nnd the working party, the orews and the
oraft when beaahed,

Ba Boat ond Shore Regt

632 B & S Regt which was under comd of the Div gave excel~
lent service and the fullest cooperation: Fooilities sugh as
it offered were india?ensible to the proseoution cf operations.
Howaver the organigation and equipment of the ragt is not con-
sidered saiisfactory for adoption. Alterations considered
negegsary are ixigated in gucceeding paragraphs.

The Boat Br is recommended to be a selfcontained unit.
Whether or not a shore bn is necessary dzpewds on whether the
nature of future operations warrants it; and the same epulies to
a regt HQ. .

'_?o Boat Bn
Suggeated outline crganizntion igi-

{a) Bn HQ

One cori. oraft, snced 30 Xnoia. Not a landing cro?Tt.

6 Snpporc craft, speed 20 knuts. Armed with a 4Cmm gun.
8 gomn craft, sneed 15 Lnotd, Armed and able 4o teach.
1 Na;igation oraft, apeed 15 knots. Arm-d arnd ahle to
beach.

RaDAR, AIDIG, goed wirelcse comnunications.

(b} Three coys each

4 Support oraft, apecd 20 knots. Araed, not necessarily
landing erafte Wireclcss teo ©na HQ and ground ips:

1 Communication eraft .

30 LCM

2 107

At leasi 20@2swains, including one mechanic snd necessovy
gun numbers per oraft.

{ )} Maintenance Secticn

Eouipped to make all types of repaizs to all craft.

8. Boat Ba -~ aAllotment of craft

: The T2llowing 18 in substantiction of the croft recommend.
ed to be allotted to u Boat Bn in support of a div operating along
a coust.

(a) Bn K9
(1) cComd Craft « to encble tu2 comuander %0 keco full
control of his bn at all times,

{ii1) 3upport Craft - 6. . Two to be allotted io cach
coy und tc provide protection to the missions boih
from the land end from small enemy surface craft.

(1ii) comaunication Craft - 3

One for use by Div Comd.

Two for uee by varicus comds and their etuffs for
gpeedy touch with the various units cnd ecstablieh-
menty along the coast wien their duty reguires it.

N —
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(iv) Navigation boat - 1.  Owing to liack of means iy
navi%ation on londing orai't ard the neoessity of
oraft travelling at night 14 is ezsentinl that at
lepst one boat be fitted vith good meuns of nave
igation and to be nble t6 piok up the approaci of
any oraft or the location of rcefs glther above or
baelow the surface.

(b) Threg goys - Rach

(1) Su_port oraft - 4. These wovld cnable migsions of
o Bmaller size then a compony to be gent to differ-
ent benches at the ong timc with thelr own magns of
proseotion.

(41) Cemmunication boat -~ 1.  This would enable the
coy comd %o hive more effioient control of hie
missions &n? to Keep in touch with both his Bn HQ
and the land forces.

(1i1) L0M . 3Q.  Of these 30 craft avproximately 15 - 20
oniy would be =zveilecblc at any one time. The
total cvailability of the three companies ahould he
capable of maintaining a dlv in cperatvicns up io R
distance of 50 miles.

(iv) ZCT - 2. LCT are required to supplement the LCU
when the distance involved is grcater than a 106
mile turn round. They wou'd also be required
during weather too rough for ICM and on beuches
wnere the surf mnkes the landing of LOM iapracticable.

M shore dusics when a Boat Br is uged.

then the Div operated away Irom the Base Sub Areca and opcned
new benches for itself the necd vas folt for scme organisasion,
temporary or perricnent, to carry out the dutiea in the vieinlty of
each such beach without calling on the resources of the Div. 7Three
ghore coye orgnrnised cn the foilowing lines would have me’ rcquirz-
mentg:-

(=) Coy HQ, which shculd inslude Bigs, MLO and troopz for
local pratective duties.

(v) A labour pl.
A% lcast 90 workers WEre ncceessary On the bigger bcaches.
Labour wes gencrally the grea%ess difriculty at any
beach cnda could often only be provided from goubainn®
units, which is undesirsble.

(c) A sumply pl of cbout 30 211 ronks to man tha beach dumps.

This pl was rcquircd 5o relicve Div AASC for meinten-
ange forwynrd of the dumps. AASC eupply detochucnts
had to be detailed from bLiv iefiuries.

(d) Transport pl of about 50 all ranks cquipped with 10 jeeps
and trailers.
Beach clcarsnog was & conatant problems Vehiclea had to
be providécd by Div AASC who were already forced io over-
work whot transport thoy hod.

(¢) 1In oddition to the above, engr pesistance is regulred on
tne beach not only to prepare but miintain bench roads and
trafric circults. Dump sites too hove to be preparced vy
engss.
Kaintenance of roads in ~nd around the beach areat Was
usually very nccessary on account of the heavy traffic that

had to be kept moving in all weathers. Tractors wore
frequently requircd oa thie beach to tow off guns amd
vehicles. The number cf engrs and the mechanical equip-
ment with the Div wac however insufficient %o provide for
conatant attention to the beaches anl the tactical re=-
quirements of the Div at the cane time.
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10. Lebour on Beaches

Labour on the beaches made big demands on the fighting
troops and it 13 recommended that labour should as far as
poasible be met by providing enough mer 40 do it without inter-
gering with the stren-th, diepositions or preparednese to
fight of the unit or formetion responsible for protection of
the beeschhead. '

11, Naval Renresentative Auhore

mas necessity for having a scnior naval representative
aghore at the beachkizad was emphasised again through the change
that occurred in the beaching of craft soon aftcr & n.val
resresentative was allotted to PINSCHHAFZEH, It was only
fnrcugh his initiative that nsval resupply craft were able to
be brought direct into BINSCHHAFEN, thereby reducing the
strain that has becen placed on craft and labour when GODOVA
3TACH was the unloading zcint for navel craft.

iZ,. qeserve of Staff Officers

3udden losses of numbers of staff officers through iilnze:
point to the need for having rescrve gtaff officers, either '
witn the 4iv or handy cnougi for pringing forward quickly. It
also shcws the need for having within the div officers,; who
are not holding s’aff appointmentc, trained as staff oflicers:

15.  QOhssrvers

in mobile operations of this type wnen a large numper of
obsirvers can be expected, gpecial facilities are required,
adaitional to the div's resources, for the reception, accoil—
nodation und conducting of observer purtics. A cmall self-
contained and uobile organisation 1t required with messing
Facilitics; adcccnmodation stores und transport - e-ther or
poth jee;: ead small eraft, vhe camp staff should include
sufficrant c¢ificers to meei, arrange itineraries for and guide
obscrver narties.

14.  Air Paotds

The onz unsatisfoctory feature about air photos has becn
the time taken, gensrally two weeks, to deliver extra prints
roquested after the jnitial issue has been made. 1t is
recomrended that a system be devised to permit such requests
teing mct in a much shortcr time. o .

Fop dcliberate operations in difficult_ country ncither
maps nor photomaps have been able to show ail the depnll ]
roquirlé. Consequzntly a fairly gencrous distpibutlon of cir
puotographs would rave been of the greatest agsistance. AB
an example, 26 3de for its attack over the extremecly broken
country to SATILBIRG wantcd ten sterzo ptire - 1 for 3de HQ,

L per bn HQ ~nd 6 for forward coya. Some sets, hovever, werc
no: recezived brfore the atitack had rinighed.

15. CY wguipmznt - visyposal

¢W equipnment was left in the baginning at BUNA and 42
nct brought into the onerational arcd. As this cquipm.av is
awiward to carrys takss up shipping Spoce and detcr}orgtcs
rapidly unless expertly cercd for in this c}imatg, it is ’
recomacnded that in suture ¥ cquipment he isSucc only in %'«
~paining pericd and then be wichdrawn from the Div unless 1t
beedaes the polizy for the Liv t~ italn it.
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16: $331808 vith. 2% Boatc, GTGTO-1

...y The CoOperatidén Pedcived from CTG70-1 wasg excellent, buk
until versonal contact hod been made the coordination of op-
ﬁfgtidqspﬁf PT bOgts-aﬁd‘b‘ﬂnsp v was not Bptisfhctbry;
Thery mesisnes between théll Had %o 'Bd paBBed i vipnzy and ...
through other HQ and wepe rarcly received in time to uchicve
what wsa desired.

Scon afier HQ 9 Aust Div moved to PINSCHHANZN it was
arranged thot outgoing PT wigsions ghould call at FII3CHMNAFPREN,
reregfter, gomds were able to confer anddaily lizison was
c€atablished, often with hotn outgeing 2nd incoming mizgions.’
iIn addition, s3% anpropriate periods, ' navai offiesr of CT@E/0O-1
lived at HR 9 Aust Divs  From the Qenstnnt firgt-hand ar..
early axeMalige of infevumatlien aAng gserdination of plans where
thoey affected both vartiza, motysl benefit rasulted,

17: Air Supnord

b AF gnve mest helpful agoperation and cffeciive suppe .
throughout the Div'a operations:

The *%wo qiffir:liies found in avranging aip BUPPOr: woya

12) dnitiating rcqueetn fop some Uncograinated nttacl
In {ime for aotion by B AR,

T difficulty lay in foyeansting yate cf ndvanee
of tiie iaf whioh govevned)

nomiration of a phonkline thot would no% reatrict
oup ground openations or endanger oup troops,
and
a deoision, when the aipastpike might impede the
advanec, as to whetusr the gipike shoyld be
carried out an! our troops hedd in chegk op

- vhether to fapego the strike,

»

%0 submit requests by 1600 hyg, which vwas the
normal re-zircment, entailed making an estimate,
ased on the sltuation og at 1400 hps PL.%he >y
Q"'ma&tiﬁm toibs T%prgteq R8s .day at the.: Lishory

RleR Wre fop adp.adtenk,

Despit¢ the late imdtlnting of trany requesss for

aiv support, all dyt two wede Pulfilled by 5 AF.

{b} aelooting sargetg wappanding aip ottaok Y<i ahle %o
ke identiied Ly nttnakiug aigaraft. Th: applied
rat so much on the ranedal ghrip, whers Int~iligerce
6n? tac R reporhg douidCQ geleo*ion and where kunai,
rivera, broken opastline ami {rregular occurroneo
of belts of forcat nided lagation and recognision
of targets, but partgaillarly 4n the heavy Jungie
where most of the bitvadar apens, delfenccs, HQs zn4

- forward dumps wepe,

et

18. ‘ruy Coopecration Al novnfif

Army cooperation airepnf: of ¥ Plight, 4 Tac R Sqn RANF
cuarried out tac R. crty R and congph R Por 9 Aust Div thro.gh-—
out “he FIHSCHHAL'_N operations,and their wopk sias of a very
72gh siandard. An overage of two soprtics daily siere flown
and %ac R inlTormation was Cropped to forward bdes and Div HQ.
“hroughout the operztions only three messages were losi:

I %as R, tor.ck informction wos elwaye a valusble scumre
or 1ptelligenae; but as differeni piiots carried out pencos
<I' sugceseivc days it was foun? that some bosis Ffor corpar-
i3on . ? track ueage was required. For this purpose a traek
within ous own FDLe was usually nominated. In asseseling suzh
information it wne cezcntinl to t: ke into considepstion *he
1last full of r=in.
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For npportunity targets not largg encagh for a Heavy ald
strike opfl out of rangs of arty, tac R vireraft leading in
figaterg equipped with borbs in place of belly tanks proved
qungsbsfil, Such missions were easy to arrange at shord
notice, since the sgn providing fighter civer readily
of-operated.

Ir arty R, the standard probedure preduced the most
dgatipfgotory results.

In the early stoges of the operations some unnecessSary
deinys nceurred wher two woy communication wuis not establish#
ed jsmedintely and the —iiot failed to rezlise that, although
uc could not hear trz ground ststion, the ground station could
hear him, Under similar circumstances, after both pilots and
gunners re¢ galned saome experience, pilots were duick in '
initicting ong ¥ay procedures pHe bedt inservals in this
type of shcoting were “ound t6 be 4 minutes for initial
rounds and o2 minute for succeeding rourds.

For bo*h tac R and arty R it was found necessary to
operate a ccatrol wircless set at Div HQ for :

(a) additional tac R briefing, mauc necessary by
chenges in the ground situation after the sortie
Was airoCric.

(b) warning of hostile aircraft in tnc ares to pilots.

(¢) reicy of arty R if r=gessazsy, or instructing pilots
g0 carry -at o Yone way shcovs

(@) notirication ox Iast minute changes ¢f arty
targete or troops to engage.

(e) monitoring of shosts to corraei and supsyviac Lrsy
R procedurc.

19. lLiagison Aire-aft

/raquired

The provision by 4 Tec R Sqn of a lighs iinison alropcrh
proved extrcmely useful, The PIPER QU3 airceraft provided
enly ¢ short lending strip snd little d.ffiaulty woe eXpileal~
acd in finding a site vhich gould quickly be made into a
gpepviccable strip with a little eng¥ assistanage,

The moin ;asks for which che aircraft was used wWerg -
(a} 1iaison between GIIT(Alr) and 4 Tac R 3an

(p) iocal resce including crginees recos fop roadn and
piver croisings.

2xperimenis using the girercft as an arty Op were not
coapleted due to minor difficultics witl: the wireless equlp-
ment providcd for the aireraft, 7hc defecots in the wirclese
equipment were mechanical and not oharaoteristic. Faom _
observaticss made as far as vhe expeyiment wes carried out it
appeared taat this type of airoreft could be guccessiully
used as 2n arty OF.

20, Ytcrcoscopes

Owing to the incronses reliance whion is being placed
on eir photoa in inade~untoly moppcd countiry, the recomaended
aeolc of issue of stereoscopesg is (-



(a) 8tercosccpes, Universal .

HQ Div _ 2
HQ Inf Bde, HQ RJMA and Hq RAT 1
Inf Bn, Pnr Bn, and MG Bn 1
Fd Regt RAA 2nd Fd Coy RAE i
(b) Stercoscopes, BS
HQ Div b3,
HQ Inf Bde. and HQ RAE 1
Inf Bn 4
Pnr Bn and MG Bn 2
4 Regt 1
Qar: Coy 1

These sScales were required in 6 Aust Div's opzratlior,

21. Captred Enemy Equinment .

It is desirable to spread knowvlierge of enemy equipmant
by.the trnining of selected ofricers and NCOsfrom Div Falvngn
unlti FS Sec ard Intelligence Secs at a school where they can
handle all known types of enemy equipment.

) The atvachment to Div during operztions of a repreeentat-
ive of Allied Enery Equipmcat Beard would slso be desirabloe.
All Intelligence persornel within the Div (except FS Sac) ar.
tlainly concerned with operational and torographica. .nf rmat-
lo.., vikereas a representutive of Allied E-emy Equipmeni Board
could concenirate on cxamination ¢® eanemy equipmcnt. He wonld
have the necessary techniczl knowledge to determis *he %
impsrtance for inteliigence of various contents of »nr v dumps
anrd items of ccptured squipment. Hisg advice would eiuuble mosst
effecctive use o limited resources o2 ¥ Sec and Liv Salv Unit
for recovery of enemy equipmeny and I"c desps 'ch wo the raar
during operatiorns,. He would knwo the items of equipment
specially required by Allied Enemy Equipne=nt Board, and thosc
could then bc given high pricrity for écozpatch to the rear.

22. AAPIU Personnel Attached

The attachment of 2 WO 1 from 1 AAAPIU to HQ Div proved
most velunble. His services zmgbled interpretation or air
photographs to procsed well :licad or operations. T'his was
particularly important when udvance clong coast to SIO0 was
being plann-zd. _

If a sccond W0 o Sgt vwere attached to the Div, this would
cnzble bdes to secire similar aesistance when reguired.

The attachm:nt of two AAATIU pergonnel to the Div is
thereforc recommendcd.

23, Fd_agty

Although in the LAE opecrations the 25 pr Short on
Carriagz Light (AUST) Kk I proved its worth, in the oprratic.s
north of FiliBNHHAREH it proved o hardicap,

The advance north of FINSCHHAF N was a failly quick one )
put shortage of road trunsport and shorcage of small epnft mode
the forward move of f£@ btys freauently a metter of chuttling.
On one occasuin, after a l.ght bty had roved forward to suuport
the advance it was aple to yire only 65 rournds before it was
out of range arnd ou anether occz590n it wag out of range by
the timg it hod ccoaplelcd 1uS GOVE. In th2 end it vccume
necessary to plan using orly thc 2 ptys of Mk II guns %o supro
forward opevations. ) o ] .

Tt i5 recommended that 1o planning s%age considar. ien 2e
given to the i.olling wels forward hy Ord of PEEC VTS o:“elthcr
the Shouvt 25 pr or 25 pr kMx 11 18 applicable, o “"at avy
anticipated neet for changing the type of gun manncd b the
forward btys can be quickly net.

Lo IR



o2, The Tk & Gun fer coast defenze

The Tk A bty with the Div manned in addition <o its own
sixteen 6 pr:, sixteen 2 pra which had been withdrawn from
irnf bns. mhese guns wers used for H:iach defence ond personnel
£rom cne bty =lso manned coast woiching -nd challernging statior :.
- The Tk A buy is not saiisfo:torily equipred for this tnsk.
: For commuuicaticas chip to shor2 and from guns and challenging
A stations to Div anl Bds HQ sp~cicl equipinent was required,
o ' f 1ch as telephones, foble. lanps daylighs eignalling short
ronge and also mortars 2 -nci, for bombs iZlominating. or SLe.
- 1t i8 rccomiended thut if in the planning stage TK 4 guns
ape eonsiu.rew nececssary for such itasks consideration be given
to piovision af adcguste coamunicsuions.

25. Tnrinicr descurccs

(a) In this operation the lesscn brought cut moet Torcibly
Jecause every wIm ald service was affectcd by L%, was
that £~r opeentions “n 2L uni.ev.loped couniry it is
essentis. thuat the proportion «f cngrs 5 other arms
in the Div be increcused. From ths exoericnce gain=d
it ie recommcnded siat the number <f 24 coys inp the
piv be doubled cnd that meeh-nlcal equipment mnits
be ploced under commmnd of the Div,
- {n) =fforts werz made Io double the strength of the eng-s
- by plizing urder thei. command 2/5 Znr Bn, Thie
wasg oniy possible wh.oa DIrs could be spared from
essenticl operational tasks ry fron work labourirg
oil the beaeans. If the incrcase in engr sirength
i to be nbt.ired Lty a permanent allotment of nnrs
then +hose pnre would have to e specialiy trained
- +md eonippzd and could hardly be cxpcsted t» be uble
o to -a-~ry out an inf role, when required, etficiently.
- -t woulé w-~n that pnrs permanencly allotted Lo cngrs
7e::1d in focu become CHErs.

(o} ©wo major probliems wculd .rise impedictely witih the
:azreoaze of cngr units.
onc weculd be the aquest.on =7 organisation. the -doudblc.
d coy has th: advant ge ol lexibility in that it
would ensure continu:iy of advice and work when tho
douboz .oy was sroporbting the one formotiua ur employ-
cd in ©ac one seavor. Further, it would simplify the

P - comirel nnd sllovnins of work bty thne CRE if he had
L - thpee instese. of (ix 4 coy comie to deal with in

opzrations.

The sccond aucstion is thas of ability of HQ RAE o3
2% mresent orgoniged tu command and adminiater notv
onl, an inercaz~d number of fd oys but zlso ne fad
iz coy.- tho engr 81g =CC, rizchaniczol ¢guipmant units
ntiachud At wry engec ahtaches to sucl units a8
tonks aliotted ©o *he div. Yhile i% is ~ssontirl
thet ohe CRZT spend o grewt deal of *ime away from
his -°C. and the ex rr aaminis.rative dutics cz2uled
by ihe ndaitional uaits wii. :ntail more office wWorks
This migi.t perhepe be sulveé ™y appointing a 2 37

o the HQ of the ¢ypvrs and mr'tilg the orgunisatiorn
more likXe thot of o rorm 1 3.

1t is rrcommendcd that the Z.v Engrs ghould te
opganizcd 48 an Zngr bn wish sdecauste HQ 2stablistan. ol

(¢) The amount o meeh mi.~i rquipment requisecé fox
crerations similar to the rcennt orveratior~ of 4 Aust
Div are ~ongideszd o ber-
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angle d=aér
An~le doiey
Angl: dozer D4 2
Tractors D & with PCU

To e 50% hydraulie ard 50
cable oodernied,

i
Yy LD

v e

mractops DY pid (To L2 MT on M1 a2nd ¥ Pk
8 Coys if possible)

Seoops carryull 6cuyd 2

Scoops carryalls " " 2

Acvtopatrols 2

Trailer Griders 2

Quickway suovel 2

Ripp:ar 2

Plougn 9

Ditchers 5 (BUCYRIES Type)

Spcoin” workenop focilities for tnis would bs nended.

Pre mumount for any encelific operction would nauurally
hhave to bc baszd on the copreciation of ite partizular
reguirements.  iechsnical equipment allotied 2+ 2
particuler opersiion ~hould ~ome to the diviaio: 28 an
organised wuni” with its nw. spcelalised perdoniael Jor
plant mri~iencnce. The mere ... otmen: f mechanical
equipment weould te unsatislactory because sufficient
operctore would not te cvnileble fro div engre nor
would they have the necessary :zx.crience. A mochanienl
eguipgent coy less certain plan’ would be 2 guide ==z
to what is required.

{ed I%t is important thnt in an amphibious opsration the
cngr ree€oircce of the Div as discuesed sbove shovid
be frecd from any of the cngineering work requlred by
the Beach G oup. The Beack Croup t.2s iis own engr
problems and s requirements should be dcelded 1in the
plonning stige and be allottcd ouite scparately.,

g6, 7Tr~ffic Control

It was fourd _mpossible to provide all-wesather ronds
eapable ¢ toking heavy duty traffic initiglly in the oper-
ations and it becamc importzant to exercise striect trafiic
gontrol or all roads tnd tracks. It was aiso found nceesgary
to irvest complcte control of these roads snd tracks in the
CRT to ensure that full operational value was obt2inzd Irom
their limitcd life.

A section of 9 sust Div Pro Coy, which was all thot
could be sparel, was allotied to Ra® to enforce conurol vul
cithough this sec did ver; good work it was considered
ipadequate and often form.tions had to supplement the polic-
.ng of roads where t.cy sagsed through their sectors or
aiffectcd their operaticns inticately.

£7. Sig3 - Line Jormunjontion

WY Liuc wiss ueed as the primary mcuns of ccomnunication
forvard »f Div HQ.

mointawn line comminicuation deriag a-r.pid -
e it was Jovnd neceL.sary toi-

(1) meintain dets buiiling L. line forwnxd of
ihe formtion or unit waich the iire wr.
intenced o acrve, in ihe case of Div - bde
1ine &s far foow.rae i Torward iglantyy
companics where P.38310%C,
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cLncensrnte the cfforts of line Becs ol Jerwaed
iinas, To thiz end it is necessary that dlv
or bde ~ine sees bes relieved of all rearvard
courn® tments,.

~~
Jole
s

aw

-~

Cnble requipred:-

e .

20 milce of assauli ceble is rcguired wer bn,

10 for intra-bn use ond 10 for patrols, '

For in*ra-bn work US acossult cable 1s necessSary,
except in semi-static defensive poeitions when

T IiI single should be laid.

2oy patreod work, US assault cible being stronger,
more dorublc und peliable is preferred to Aust
enamali-d »s3ecult cable. The latter can however
be uscd and will dec reouircé when the fomer is
not uvallabple.

ch
e

(1:° W IiT eirzle is needed forward of bde HQa it
wouil be betiter Tor thic cable tc be issued on
seels Mo ! (3/3 mize) than on Drums No 5 (1 mile)
which are 5oo h2ovy und. arwiéldy for rorward infs

arrapements were rode with div engrs that ignal

1ines .ould be luid on one sidc of tracks while cngr.
developme at would be carrizd ~ut on the opposite eide.

‘Thie necessiteted = coibincd ~o3ce DY COED and sig

officers to determine which zide lines would be laid.

Despite evecry carc being taken by mechanical equipment
coaerutops damage to lines wus inevitubles 30 that
lincs conld be repsired with the minimum of delnry,
lin-smen were actached to mechanical cquipment sccs
engagew -0 road aonatruction . This arrangement
proved ssti fuetory.

4 ccbie —outes were sonfined to existing tracks some
songnstion of lines resulied, particularly during the
maoe static operations. Soveral methods of identify-
ing 1.1.z3 .cre iried but the most succes:ful wag found
5 be labels o laid down in Signal Training All Arms
Pamphlet 3 Szetion 34. mhe lobele wcre cut from
11zht tin plate snd marked with the unit gerial numbcr
pur~hed with a nnil,

Switchboardz 6 lins =nd 10 linc are unsatisfochory
due to

(i) weight

(1i) heavy mintensnce sng zdajustments requir2d due *o
delicate ccastruction,

33} susceptibility to Gumcge hv atmospheric disturb-
ances ever with normel protective deviaszs.

1t ig recomaenccd thot o better and lighter 6 or 10
iipe mugnetc boasé be provided.

Tele hones IS5 have piived unisatisfactory due to:-

(1) suczeptibility of enuaponent parts to dampn.ci,
principnll> buzzer unit ~nd Key apparactus.

(ii) constant mechaniesl cdjustment requircd.ﬁf'yuzzer
unit.

(1ii) weight.
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58, Qigg - JYireless Comnunicsti-n

LS

7ipeles: sets 46A ard SCR B365; oy their excell.nt
prrforiiace, nave unn zhe complcie confidence of
inf tns.

(a

= Zet 46A. This sei proved extremely
¢ anc aust suitoble for coy - bn link.
o Tre moin advantages are lightness, rotust
e construction, effective watcrproofing and
AT simmlicity of operation.

e (ii) wireless sct SCR 536B.  Again this get proved

T reliublc £or 31 — coy communications under

- varicd conditions. some difficulty was ex; »
sericnced from rain le-ing through the geric.

SR sperture in the top of the set. The set was

RO successfully used for inter cormunication

R - petween forward inf and tunks, the Number 1

S set being tuncd to the SCR 556B. The SCR

i 5368 type wirelese sels cre gonsidercd

escential for forward inf in mobile operations

v and it is recommended that they be issued on

- : the baeis of o.2 bz kit for ecach bn in the div:

L {1y Wiz

ts ATS5ARE proved suitcble Tor the div
tao Div - Corps linlk.

‘ Wireless
2 temiingl o

-t
]
s

F4 ()

(¢} wireless scis Number 22. — This sct has nroved to
! <3 a spitoble substitute for Number 11 esets, pars-
iculsrly in fd arty regie and inf bdes wnere its
iightness gives it & grzeat advantage over the
Nuzber 11 sevs,

{a) ™irelcss sets Number 109 performed exceptionzlly
o well throcghout though its weight restricts its
£ N use 1o conditions where jeecps can be used or

. adequaie native porters are available.

- (¢) Dry batieries for the lighter lypes of gets should
. be torwarded in coniainers seclzd against damp
3 tn avoid thne high percentage of wastage due to
deterioration. :

P



f3. Rabiong

{u) Cnce again the necessity for @ 'bulunced pack' pas
empiaesised. One of the greatest diffiounlties axperienced
wae in mainteining belenced stocks in depots.

3) Tho “pslanced wncx" on similar lines to the Americen

Junzle Rati-n Eo fsr 88 packing goes, would enable :-
1} Tepcts to be always balenced.

(13; Rescrvas to be neldwith forward units without iters
becoming unservliceasble ard thus reaquiring repleceners

(1:4} Rations to be gent to sny number of persoanel. in
trair originsl pack.

(iv) supplics to be trensported by either sca, air, mcicT
vehicles or native oarrier without neceasitaiing
repucsing.

(c¢) The commwéltles Io be contained in the balunced puock to
Ye gimilar .te sne present SWPA rution.

L r3. -»5C persomnel Lllatteé to & DIV

(a) Owing Lo the long distunce over which the operatlons we:wu
caprried cut and the large numper of AASC detachments which
hud to be made, there was slways a shortage of both Supply
Dapat ard Gen ot Goy personnel.

(®)} The folinwing wdditionai AASC persomnel are reguired in
the Div :

(1) Two pdditionul Supply Depot Pls. -This would meke 8
supply Depot Pls per piv and would ensble 2 Dls to
be gllotted to each Bde and two to pe used for Div.
trocps.

(i1) oOne eddiilonal G=2 Tp} Fl.- eguipped with 2% ton
6 x 5 GMCe, This would enable one pl equipped with
jeeps and trallers to be made aveilable to each Bde.
- : and the -4ditional pli to be available in the rear
L epeas Where the greater bulk of the transport would
E . be reoulrede ’

ni. Moz ¥3 Bokers

A 08t weloome and popular unit wus the mobile f£d Lakery. 1
ig recoit.crded that in future amphiblous operstions the £d bakery
pe one of th: units seant forward early after the force is proyerly
usteblished ashore. If the Div becomes separated from the beac:
meintenunce area by communicaetions thit will not 8llow bread %o .e
pert of the dally ration, then that or unvther mob fd bakery Wil
we reguircd forward in the Div arsa.

wx
th

=7, Medicul orgenisution in Beaohhead Area

(a) Experience hus shown thut medical units must be providl.
‘n w peachhead areu for the following functions :-

(1) Transporting patlents from Div medicel units, by
laniing oraft, vehicle or bearer.

(1£i) Receiving cucuslties end siok from Ilv medical wmite,
(1ii) Evacuating patients to chica, landing crafi or plancs.
(iv) Provicing medical pocts on subsidiary heaches.
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(v) Pproviding & medicel service for personnel in the
beachhead.

(vi) Collecting medical stores wnloaded from craft and
conducting a medical stores dump.

(vii) Provilisg sea amoulunce trensport personnel,

(b) For the above tasks, thes following meiicel units ure
regquired in & beachhead 1::intuining a Div,

{3) ccs
(41) one f£d amb
(1ii) et ses amb tpt.
(v} Det medloal stores depot
(v) Red Oross Stores Depci.

{£)} Evacuation apreageac=ta should e in the hands of «
heacthead SO, whe shoul te on the Beach Group Starff,

$3. Modical Corfnris Scaie

Tt hus seer Touns thut in wn overwator operation, the pcrcent-
ags of sazwultics vadls to tele most Litems »f normel diet 1s high;
in nAdition meny fesrile cases are held and sreated in the oversuue
imaa. For .ezo peasons ihe medical comforis geale snould »&
~elriively lesial to supglemsnt normal retions:; for febrile ciases
ih:lmeiical sorforia scale must wholly repiuse the normal ration
genle,

ade  AULMS' Pool ol e

s Zigh rate of siatness ~ogyelled emong medilesl officers of
the Div and rd omzs and tho CT. wera u% timee seriously understaffed.
grsunl “1s8 by sickness to RMOS of un’%s elzo oaused great difficuicrm.
it is recowmend.d thes e small pool of OB should be made svallable
to ADMS, & timpoxery replucoments, and £ar allotmont to bemch
pcsts ani other smelld ceiechmont: whioh vegulre an al-

“De stretuvhere

the =iandere ard streteher ls foo narraw #cr usc with patiente
Lell in DG &né OCS, as the body of ibe paticot is ir contaet with
toth rides or tne mosgudi? net ond he is 1ikely to be bitten
tarogh tke net. .. folding etrctcher A ensiialent whdth, and witn
scissor legs to prevent stretching or segginz ¢ T the cenvas, ghould
b, icoued tc £4 r~uba end GCS in malarious uwrees on & scaiz of 200
per wnit.

36, Thismiz

wowzade the end of the campalg:, symptems ‘indicating Vitauin B
dGeficlenacy wore ncted in rumerotie CBSES, end it is recommended that;
excar: Jhi. the fileid operat.un retion is being turavmed, a 3 mgm
TroAEIN teclei be odcézd t: the daily ration sccle.

57.  Man-l-.nds

it hes bseu -~moiy proved that rasigue ar- the HALARIA rate
con @frestly protirsienzl. Tals is an gddit.icral reason Wiy ecquip-
—cnt Tor the sungle should be &s light as vossible, and every
exnedient vsed to recdues man-loads. )



EQUIPMENT

88, Berbers! Toolg

IBsue ‘on the scale of one compiete awt 44 emch swbunit i
recomucrdeds ‘The lapoptenee of keeping men shaved and bapbered in
tropilcal corditlions vennot Be ovorecphasised: Moet units hed their

owi equipment to hegin with bubt replacement parts or new s=ts cowld
not be sbtained,.

89+ Provellfant Charges -+ 3 inch :ordsp

<hese have tCo serious décfeoip:-

(u) iz at present pucked, propellant charges, Both primary aid
seconlary, ure susceptible to dump. Cepunlties may pobBsibly
have been inilioted on ollr vwn troops, uhd many miasfires

- have ocourred frouw this cause. It is strongly recommehded
thai propellant charges ghould be paoked separately from
the Bombs, in sealed watsrproof convniners.

(o) Marked varistions have oocurred in different batches of

bropellunt chargeBs Thip hah limited the usefulness of
mortars for very olesd support.

4u. Grensdes B6M

() wet weather causes detorioration, and numerovs fallures in
detonation.

(b) A vixed or oeliophene envelope is recommended.
41, « 303 Vickeps &g q

(8) Stopruger

S8toppages were very flew, the majorlty being chumed by badly

£i17ed belts. Look Bprings tnd' Firdhc pins wepe the only

breekages of eny consequencs gnd these were not sericus.

One interesting Wreakdown, which ocourred on two guns, was
caused by the siiding valv: stloking when the guns were

being fired at en aonute angle of depression, thus allowing

ghe wgter to boll off the rseutr end of the barrel wiere it
ulged,

VWhen rcunds wedre loose in belta, At was found that epprox-

liately a quarter ol u gallcn of water poured into the linex

5 minutes before use, tizhtened the belt and no atoppuges
ocrunrad.

(b} suggeated Alterations and 2iditions to Equipment

(1) Yukon typ2 pucks be issuel ror ocmxrying gun stores and
emmuition. (see MGO Eguipment ivmoranium No 8 Paru 31)

(11) Better heat-resisting cil 4s nececeary for MM@s,
Present issue runs 1like water when really hot.

(131) Ammunition box oradles (collapsible) be fitted on all
gune to permlt of frae ewinging traverse,

(1v) Smell) penoil type eleotric torches, witk remote conirol,
cupable of being fixed to bayonelt slot as aiming lcon
e lusued. The nribent Box Kight Aluing, is too hulky
ané fragile. Jlzalng Tosts ure unnecessary &s phud 01
<eTonst gflives a gocd aiming mark.



>} That bettar type condenser cans, with rececsed
Zardlen,; b2 issued. Present can sheds hendlcs ar’
tra8ks s2am3 eegily. Collupsitle cunves containges
TOwl4 be sialteble in some ecases. If water weyrs
~valiable in area they could b= carried collap::c.
Th's would save an immease awrount of trouble in

chvrisge. / readily

(vZ) ZTstter type ammunition vox liners be developed.
Present liners freguen’ly hav:: broken seams thus

dezaging the ammmiticn. Carrying straps rot und
breake

{(vii) water proof ecoreyz i
cinoculars pe .anuad.

{viii) sv tyve slida o»ule b2 issued, similsr to ™ VITTI.
Crne rules nolit, become Jampel snd white cuts zat
them.




SECTION ILI

CTAGIICAL METHOLI AND LESSONS

BHENY METIODS
' Abtack

do The following characteristica were noted, but enemy methods
were not wniform.

2 Approach by night through thick vegetation to forming up are

close to our s, Enemy skilfvl in moving silently by nighi.
2IB often hearcd sounds of enemy nefure these were detected by wh'
trooos,

3.  Actual assault somstimer made at night; nore often about
dusz. Sometirzs silent tut often preceded by much noise, bugles
and shouting.

& Eneir attecks and counterattecks castly failures. Troops
came on buncaed, withoui any real plen and apparenily knowif
little of our A!3positionas, Having failed once they would come
agoin in the same way at the same place, It appeared tnai once
the attacis were launched, the Comdl had ro reserves or was uaable
to control iher or his forward troops, :

o 5. (&) Fire cupport lergely absent aud :never well coordinsated.

: . Supporting weapons when sed brought up by night or
through juncle to close renge« On scecasions 37um guns
were fired at ranged of £0-70 yards.

(b) Arty aud morters when used in support of attack relied
on direct observutloi, No indlirect fire was used,

6+ Prsltions very close up to our ¥DLe or astride ou~ supply
routes were at tizes gained by infiltration through Jungie. Even
if o further asi.ck was mede, the enemy was able from these
positiras to nrrass our positions by snipers, and he wes/Lacily
¢.slodged. H1s proximiiy to our positions gave him immunisy from
arty wnd 3 inch mortar fire, /ot

7+  Enemy cpproached by sracks or along streams. He did not
maie large movemeiit: acrose tracikless cowmisry. ’

Defencse

.' 8. (2) Enemy field worls were consimucted more for vrotectioa
against our fire then for coordinated use of werpois.,
Bi'ing except in resvect of proteotion and conceniment)
bad. Many pita on re’erse slopes not silted for fire
except at e few yards and many others largely “"aufight-
ablz" becauge »f heavy overiead covep.

(b) Piilboxes, when there was time for their construction,
were veiry strong, made of goognut logs, often proot
agulrst apty and mortar fipe,

(a) wcopon 1i%s w2re of the foxhole tyne - ground leve>: wi‘k
Bol- removed ~ connected by vnderground tunnelc. Some-

- times developed pl positions that resemoled rebbis
Tasvens,

(4) 1In de’ence the Japs appeer tn rely to a considerable
- extent cn the rse of elternutive positions.

9. Concecelment cnAd camoufllage good, Defences were ofYen ¢ Jew
yerds buck from euge of vegetation. This did not impede enemys
view of advaneing troops but made his positions difficult to
locEte. Thick pemboo Pravidwd an cbstacle to inf assault more
formideble than berbed wire.

e
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10. (a) Detensive layout generally uncoordinated end with little
~ appreciation of the value of enfilade fire.

(b) Positions seld.m wcll glted for £11 round defence.
Primary object apparcntly to cover track.

(c) Positinns often in some depth along track -u% not ususl
exteading very far on elther side of track.

71, Inlwd positinns sited to control & track were normelly
poaced where the track ran slong a ridge. The site chnhsen was
usually & narrow seddle —here sributary gullies on eith. side
ottiianking movements difficult. A stendard laysut ves: 8 M
to fire down the track and & LiG on eacl side rhle o fire down
gully; with usuully one or two sentries up to 10C vds in tron!
of the main position. The sentries were rarely elert and were
usuully deslt with by our forward scouls: But shioting them
flurmcd the post.

12. In several instances a fence made of & few strandd of s8I 3nv.-
cable or pieces of light bamboo was erected across the track &
ghort distence in froni of oan €nemy poBt. The fence was not
often extended beyond the edges of the track snd was therefore nc
real ohstacle. Th- purpose of these harriers was not clear.
“robably they were int-maed to cause our forward scouts to pause
5o that they could »e easily shot. .

13, TNefances found in places on the coast, sited to protect
beachus, ware more zolidly constructed then mnct of these inland -
and were of the pllloux "bunker' type, €:8s those at SCARLET BEACH
They were ot'ien better gited than thoze inlend but mainly for
frontal fire. The sdvantages of fire from headlonds seems to
have peen J.ittle appreciated.

14, (a) Fire was withheld until adiack reached close querters.
it was difficult to estimete the sirength or extent of
enemy positions by drawing their fire, e.g, Taexn o072
posiiior was attecked it was found to be occupled by
a coy with seversl sutomatice; yet no more than three
rifles snd one IMG had fired from it in retailation to
our fire ovel son% Geys.

(b) This control of ammunition expenditure may have resuitec

as much from shortepe of supplies as from policy.
Ear.ier a€ FINS%HHA%EN the enem:” ha” not'been so0 sparins
in his use of 1IXMG8.

15. Trip wires and booby traps rarely used,

16. In the event of the enemy wi‘hdiaw ng from close contact it
wug generally dene after the applicuticn of fire und int' vressure
or after his communicutions hed o~en threuatened. Almost
inveriebly the withdrewal wus mude at night and was often covered
py offensive putrolling early in the avoeuing.

17. (&) In defensise positions enemy moves much by night in
spite of the difficulties of the ground and jungl-.

(b) Tracks in recr of =neny FILB Were used freely by ds.
with 1ittle provision for the protection of working ant
foraging parties, who were often unarmed. This
careleashern gave great opportunityes to our patrolt,

3;
18. Whea our leading scout was hit his tody wes invariabliy
covered iy fire. Lttempts to rescue wounded or rerove dead
oft.n resulted in further casualtiaes.
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OUR METHODS AND LESSONS LEARNT

Genepal
1§. The main lessoLs uppeer from the following psragraphs.

20, Well trained and lightly equipped inf in edequate numbers
farm the first requiremert in a jungle compoign.

2i 0w troaps pr-perly trained snd resolutely led are more than
& i ich for the Jop eitler in the jungle or in the open.

22, Theiz is no mysvery in Junglz2 figkting, Success in battle
theve, as sisewhere, dersnds on the worale qualities ov dete,wminnc
le Jers and resoiute, confident, iisciplired and vell train. d men.

23. (peraiicns in the junple demand the correct api.lic..tion of
ncrmél principles of wur. Specialised tuctics or *drille" should
not be ullowed tc tuke the place o1 guick appreciution~ anc the
tactics ana dispositions proper and uppropricte for any particular
situation,

24. It is &8 possible in the jungle, as elsewhere, to gilve inf
Tull «id of support.ng arm:; cnd they should have it from the cip,
arty, tanks,

35. Commanders must tzware of overssidmuting the tactiocsl strengih
of theipr dimpositions. There are two dangeps:-

(4) In close country & unit or sub-unit u3ually has complete
control ol less ground than in cpen country. Distances
vetween its components (sections, pls, or coys8) &re less,
as thz paps canot be so rerdily controlled by ovserved
fire, But circles drawn on mapa to indicate dispositions
often cover more than the smsll areac effectiv2ly-held -
and can b. wisleading.

() With restricted fields of fire it is numbepre of fighting
men which couni; not thz forms of their organisation,
A coy reduced to the fighting strength of a pl - (es wos
at times the case) - cannnt hold the same ground ae a

coy at .'ull strength. To continue to describe it as a
coy ca:. L2 misleading.

26, Although the ground which can be effectively held by a unit
or sub-uai. is 1c:> in the jungle than *n open country, a continw:-
wus front is nc’ esseatial., A lerge areda can be controlled by -

- 'mite¢ forze with i%s bmits holding main iracks. La»ge stretches
oI tmoccupled jungle must exlst. Penetration betweca cur positions
will u.weys be vossible. It nced ot be serious provided- -

(¢) The garrisoa of eachr position holds 1:8 ground &nd Lus

adeguite waier, fosd ead ammuniiion ¢ hold oui in
isolution for severel uays.

(b) Euch locsliiy irto which it 18 easenz.sl there should
be Lo infilirutior: at -dl (e,g. duwps, inrtallutions, .
HQ ureas etc) s occupied by & sufficient number of men
to prevent this,

(o) Each body pltced to control & route is strong enough to
do ©c. Contro. of a track noramally demands 1.0t less
than & i1 coy, preferably more. £ Tew strong
positions from which orfensive natrols operate are peiter
than mary emall dets which are listle to be defeated in
detail,

{(d) In Pi-huing the Jap it is more ir.ortant then ever for
all commaniers of 8ll a.ns and services to provide for
*heir own security at ali tip:=a.
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27, Wwhen tanks ape working in forward areas they should always,
even when on the move, be provided with inf estodrts

26, When arty can do the tesk, use of the 3 inch mOrtar is Not
recommended because of the physlesl difficultics in Meplacing
mortar ammunition in forward areas,

29. la the jungle, difficulties of lani communications meRe
greater the restrictions on tactical mobility imposed by condidera-
tione or supply and tranaport.

3 (u) In ati ck, in the preparatory stage, pinpointing the
¢aemy must be done thoroughly. The Jeps excellent use
of camouflure and conce:lment, his use ¢f aZternative
rositinng and his practice of hoiding fire until
essaoked at cluse cuarters, meke proper pinpoiniing an
easential if a sondd plaa is to pe formed.

{p) =& the enemy has bz=en held in close contact ond thers de
an overnight pnuse, before the attack is lavnched, it
will,.due to tue Japs habitusl choice of night for the
bresking of close contact, often be nece:sary to tent
his pcsitions early in the morning or which the atlack
is to h= made. This applies also when delay in
lawnching attack occurs in daytime.

31, 8mall arms preasurs to be effeotive demends large expenditurs
of ammunition. duch harassing fire from ksGs al very close
reng” is perticularly effective. Tr.e encmy *hen seems to prefex
tunnelling to reteliation., In one positiun which was captured
after a period of close presunre, Japs were found at the hottom
of their holer firing atreight up 4n the aip tcrrified %o put mora
than their #1£les above ground.

32. (a) Cround gainel should be held however smull the galne
on sevesel occasions, &ttacks which ¢t the end of the
day seemed to heve gained part only of thelir objectives
were found in the morning to have been completely
effectiv? na the enemy had withdrawn from the whole of
his positiohs.

(o) 43 the enemy is never prepared to surrender he has only
two alternatives other than death when he feels his
Pc3ition untensvle, He cen breek snd run or he can
snesk away by uight. In attacking, our troops should
ell reelise thei if they resolutely hold the gainas
hawever Bmell, end kuep up pressure on the enemy, shen,
ift?e does not do the former, he will in time do the

attes.

33. when use ol arty bnd 3 inch uortars is restricted by our
Poruarl tro-~ps n2.ng too elose upon the enemy, high expenditure
~.2 grenudes wund 2 inch mortar bombe muct be antioipated, )

34. "™he pnin fuults in camouflage were :-

(a) The gacrifice ~f cemouflage for conv:niente in that
some sleeping quevters were built well above ground
level cn ridges with lit%ie cumouflege or dispersion.

b) The obvious use of skyline tracks sinply beceause the
track rah along the top of a ridge. Detours are
neceesary &nd must ne policed.

(c) Cooking in d2fensive positions &snd sleeping areas.
Every etfort must be made to reduce smoke to & minimum
and where pogsiblo cooking should be done to a flank
away Troim defensive positions.

(d) Positions not properly dug or constructed, Some over-
head cover is essentisl to reduce pasunlties from shelling
enl nortaring. The material for overhead cover should
ot te éut within the area ag the natural cimounflage is
destroye?.



SECTION. I

. PACTICAL, METHODS AD 1E8sCcNs

ENFY METHODS
Attack

le The Tollowing characteristica were noted, but ensny methods
were nov uniform.

8.  Approach by night through thick vegetation to forming up are
ciote to our FDLs, Enemy skilful in woving silently by nigns.
PIB oftern heard sounds of enemy before these were detecteg by wh’
troops.

5. Actual assault sometimes macs &t nizht; more often about

dusk. Sometimes silent but often preceded by mugh noise, bugles
and shouting.

4. Enemy ajiecka anc counteratiacks costly railurea. Troopns
came on bunchzsd. vwithovt any real rlan and apparently knowing
1ittle of cus diapositions, Having failed once they wouig coms
agein {u the sama Tay at the same place, It appeared tnat once
the attacks vere leaugk=l, the Cord nac no reserves or was wmanle
to control thew or nis forward troopa,

6i (8) Pir- support largely a=baent and never well cooyrdinated.,
Buprorting weapons when useq brought up by nigh* on»
through jungie to close rangeq Ot noccasiong 37mm gung
Wwere fired at renged of 40-70 vorda,

(o) Arty and mortars when used in support of attuok relied
on direct observation, No indirect fire was used,

Gs  Positions very alose p L0 ouwr FDLs or astride our supply
routes were at times geined by infiltration through jungle. Even
1f no further attack was madc, the enemy was able from these
positions to harass ou- positione by snipers, and he 1cs asily
dislodged. His proxdmity to our positions gave him irmv.ity from
arty and 3 inch mortap fire, /no*

7.  Enemy spproached by tracks op along streams. He dic not
meke large movements acress trackless country,

oefence

8, (&) Enemy field works were “onbirunted more for proiection
&gainst our fire than for cc:roineted use of weapcna.
diting (except in sespect o vrotzstion wnd congrilirent
bad, Many Dits on reverse Blopes not siteq for firve
cxoept at a few yards and wany others largely Yunfight-
t.ble" becauge of heavy pvephead cover,

(b) Pillboxes, when there vas time for their constructiun,
were very strong, made or ccognut logs, often proaf
agailnst &xt: aué mortar five,

(e) Weepon prta were 0 the foxhcie typa - ground ewel wi p
301L removed -~ connecied by uadergrouni tunneig, Some~
Jines geveloped pl positions that ~esembleld ranhis

' !?Bl‘!‘ezm >

(d8) 1n defence the Jeps appeer to rely %o o considerable
extent on the use of elternative positions,

9«  Conhcesliiant and campuflege wood, Defences Wer2 Hfien o fow
yerds back from €age of vegetetslos. This did not impede enemys
view of advarcing troows but made nly positions diffiocuit to
locete, Thick pumbgo Drovifed an obstacie o inf asscult more
formideble than bsrbed wira, ;o
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10. (u) Defensive layout generally uncoo:dineied end with 1ittle
appreciation of the value of enfilade Fire,

(b) Frositions seldom well sited for ell round defence.
Primapry object apparently to cover traok,

(¢) Positions often in some depth along track but not usuel
extending very far on elther side of track.

11. Inlond positions sited to control a track were normally
pouaced where the track ran along & ridge. The slte chnsen wos
wsually & narrow saddle waere tributary gullies on either side &
cutflankins movements difficult. A standard layout wep: & MK
to fire down the track and a LMG on each side able to fire dovn
gully; with ususlly one or two sentries up to 100 yus in iron
nf the main position. Tne gentriee were rearelyr alert an: were
usuully deult with by our forward scuuts. But shooting them
slurmed the post.

12, in several iustances & fence made of a few strande of Bighu.
cable or pieces cf light bamboo wsze erectcd scross the track &
short distance in front of an enemy post. The fcnce was not
often extended beyoné the edges of the track snd was therefore no
real obstaale, The purpose of these barriers was not clear.
Probably they were intended to ocause ogur forward scouts to pause
8o that they could be easily shot.

13. Defences found in places on the coast, sited to protect
benches, were more solidly constructed then moct of these inlanl
and were of the pillvox "bunke-~" type, &.g. those at SCARLET BIACGH
They were often better sited then thoge inland but muinly for
frontal fire. The adventages of fire from headlsnds seems to
have been little appre:iated.

14. (&) Fire wap withheld until attack reached clnse queriters.
- It was difficult to estimete the strength or extent of
enemy positions by drawing their fire, e,g, when one
position was attacked it was found to be occupled by
a coy with several automatics; yet no more than three
rifles end one LMG had fired from it in retaliation to
our fire over some days.

(b) This control of ammunition expenditure may heve resultec

g3 much from shprtage of supplies as from policy.
Earlier at FINSOHHAFEN the enemy had not been so eparim
in his use of IMGs.

15. Trip wires and bonoby trzps rarely used,

16. In the event of the enemy withdrawing from close contact it
wag generally done after the spplicution of fire and inf' pressure
or after his communicutions had peen threutened. almost
invariebly the withdrawal was mude at night end wae oft:n covered
py offensive patrolling early in the evening. :

17. (s) In defeneiwe pocitions enemy moves much by night in
spite of the difficulties of the ground &snd jungle.

(b) Traclke in rear of encuy FDLS were used freely by day
with little provision for the protection of worxing and
foraging purties, who were often unarmed. This
carelessheas gave grest opportunityes to our patrols.

18. wWhen our leading scout was hit his body was invarisoly

covered by fire, Attempts to rescue wounded or remove deed
often resulted in further casualties.
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OUR NETHODS &ND LFBSONS LuaRNT

General
19, The m:in lessons uppeer from the following poragraphs.

30, 'Well traired and 1ipghtly equipped inf in cdequete numbere
fnrm the first requirement in a jungle compaign,

2l  Our troops praperly troined snd resolutely led are i.ore iasn
& mutch for the Jup 2ither in the jungle or in the npen.

B2 There 18 no mystery in jungle fighting, Succesgs in bettle
there, as elsewherz, depende on the worale quelities of determinec
leaders ant resolute, corfident, disciplined and well t -aineiy men.

83, operaticns in the junple demend the correct appliceiion of
normél princlples of wur., Speclalised tactics or "drills" should
not pbe allowed to tuke the place of juick spprecistions wnd the

tactics and dispositions proper and uppropriate for eny papticulosr
altuction.

24. It is as posaible in the Jjungle, as elsewhere, to give inf

full eid of supporting arms; &nd they should have it from the oir-
Erty’ tunks,

3bs Commanders must beware of sversstimating the tactioal strength
of thelr dispositions. There are iwo Gangers:-

(u) In close cowntry a unit or sub-unit usually has complete
control of less ground than in open country. Distances
between its component: (sections, pls, or coys) &re lexs,
u8 the gips cannot oe so readily controlled by ouvserved
fire., But circles dravn on meps to indicute dfspcitiouna
often cover mcre than the small areas effectively held —
and can be misleading.

(b) with restricted fields of fire it is numbsrs of fightins
men which count, not the forms of their organigation.
A coy rcduced to the fighting strength of & pi - (a8 vas
8y cimes the case) - cannot hold the same ground as a

coy at full strength. To continue to deseribe it as &
coYy can bpe mislewsding.

26, jithough the ground which can be effectivel; neld by a unit
or sub-un.t is less in ule jungle than in open country, & coatinw-
uus front 1s not essential. . large area can be cont sile”? by s
limited foree with its Lrdts holding mein tracks. Large stretches
of unoccupied jungle must exist. Peneiration between our positio:s
will always be possible. It need not be serious provided: -

(8) The gurrison of euach position hMoldls 1ts grovnd snd hus
adeguatc woter, fosd end ammnition to holc out in
isolation for cever2l asys.

(b) EBuch locality into which it is essentisl there should
be no infijtration at ell (e.g. dumps, instuilations,

HQ areas ete) is occupied by & sufficient number of men
to nrevent this,

(o) Each body placed to control a route is strong cnough to
do ©o. Control of a track rornally demands nit less
than = rull coy, preferebly more. A Tew strong
poalitions from which of'fensive patrole operate are better

than many small dets which are lieble to be defeated in
detail,

(d) 1In fighting the Jap it is more mportant than ever ior
811 commanders of all arms ard services to provide for
their own security at ull times.
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'S7, When tants are working in forward eress they WHelna slweys,
eyeh when of the Wo¥e), be provided with inf escort.

¥e, wifé%,,%‘-’%‘:}_ﬁah do the task, use of the 3 inch mortal %gnno't
recommendied beceuse of the paysical diffioultiea in replesing
mortar anmunition in forward areas.

" .

2g. In the jungls, difficulties of land commnications mak? -
greutcr the restrictions on tactical mobility imposed by considers-
tions of supply and transport.

30, (o) In attack, ir the preparatory stage, pinpointing the
enemy must be done thoroughly. The Japs excellent use
of camouflage and conveniment, his uge of slternative
positions and his practiee of holding fire untll
attacked at olose guurtirs, make propey ginpolnting an
eecentbial if a sould plon ig to bpe formed,

(b) If the er:my has been held in aloBs contact ond thar~ is
en overnixat pause, bufore the attack is launghed, -.i
4ill, due to the Japs habitusa], choioe of night for the
preaking of clous contmet, often be neagasary to terd
his nositions eaply in te mornirg on vhich the attack
is to be made, This applies alro vwhen delay in
launchinz et*aok qosurg Saytime,

31, &mal) arma pressure to be effeotive dempnde large expenditurs
of ammanition. Much haragsing fire from Mi3dan at very close
seuge ia particularly effective. The exeny then seeme to prefer
tunmelling to retaliation., In one position which was captured
nrf'ter & period of cloce pressure, Japa yjere found at the Hottom
of sheip holes fiping straight up in the aly tgppified to put mora
than their rdflea sbove ground.

32. (a) Ground gained should be held rowuver emal} the gaihs
" on severel occat .ons, &ttacks which at the end of the
day scemed to have guined part only of theip objectives
ware found in the morning to have been completely
effective as the cnemy hed withdrawn frcm the whale of
ais positions.

() 4= th. enemy im never prepayed *o surrender he hes only
two alternativea other than death when he feels his
puBiiion untenable, H¢ a&n break end run or he can
gneak avay by night. In attacking, our troops should
all realise that if they resolutely hold the gains,
however small, and keep up prescuve on the enemy, then.
if 23 doer not do the former, he will in time do the

atter.

35, When use of arty had o inoh mortars is restricted fy our
foeraar., troops being too ciose upon the enemy, high expenditure
o: grenadee ané 2 inch mortar hombs amat be anticipated,

&, The wain yrdlte in camouflage were i-

(1) ™. magrifice of c=mouflage for conveniense in that
gomz sigeping quarters were buili well above growd
level an ridgep with 1little camouflaege or disperuwion.

(P) The obvious vae of skyline trrek~ simply because the
track rui: along the top of a ridge. DI~tours are
neqgeesary &erd must be polined.

{a) Cooking in defensive positions #nd sleeping areas.
Every effort must be made to :izduce smoke to & minimu~
and where poasible cooking should be done to a fle:k
awey from defensiyg posiyions.

{d) Pec3iticne not properly dug oy nanatgucted. Some nver-
head coyer is essenti.l to riduce céfuglties from shelilag
end morturing. The material for overhead ¢éovér should
not be dut with'n the apeq pg the naturel camopfiage -
deatzayod, - S
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ot (e} Tendency to sunbeke and &Lt aboub in goUls in €xPCSiu
- pocitiorn with the knowledge that enery posto are 8s
& eicsc & 300 or 400 yurds.

heﬂﬂes .
{£) Incwrficlent cers wiln/=5p’and photo reading,

35, Advence Guard Acuainst Enemy RBear Tuazd

T - {e) oOperations of thix kind were generally okxthodox during
o t e pursauil% phase of t.e campaign. ,

(b) At shis stege the enemy could often bo driven Ifronm hie
positinn~ by apy) rire algne.

(o) Hc L& rod aond t-e high greund on the flank »f th
" poestal track or tuse advantage of the long fileids of
fire offeied by extensive npatches o? Zunui, He occuplzsd
naricy poeitions astride the track a few yards in from
the ecge oi the timber where the irack passed frorm kunai
intc patche.: of jungle und held his fire until the
lecéing elements o the vanguurd wsr: close upon him,

(d; In these conditlions it was found best after contact was
medz to withdra: the vansu.rd to & safe distuncse ~nd
shell the orea of the ereny position even if its extent
was nor fully knovmn., n uome case terks were orought
:ato action,

(a) ™hese aetnods often caused the enemy to go without it
veirg nceessary tc commit inf o an gttack end c ctelties
were saus £~oided:

" 365, .ooltive steps must pe *uken to pravent the develorr=nt of a
reut-of M, "surrounded" or "tight perimetex” complex ~hen & unis
ig forced i1 the defenclve in che jungle.

i; .37, {a) when there Is v risz of 2 unit’s r.-rmal - 1zply rouse
o peing interrupted “»za the czem; adleqnate reserves of
smzunition and suppiles arould ve in i%s posts.

(L) I% is importent to make resori Lo these reservas for &ay
length of time, unnecessary. Men who are expending
*1.zlr regerves because normel access 188 been cut off
feel brsziped, If an sitermative route is opened and
o regular supply and evecuaiion recumeé their confidence
. ir increased.

LR {a) G oc2tsions norm: . commmnications were cut by enemy
~=%ley es”sblighing themselves acrnss the track in reer
of owr nociiiun. &nd at the sume time the enemy was
o Buzlasinzd on our flanks. Bt no cze” occurrcd of a
‘I’ wiit being Ziterally surrounded; and it is thought “het
this ir mo3 very Likely to occur.

(p) VMmen trocps are apperenily'cut off! asggresgive patroliing
ir <5z elnlly irporsans. Mora.e is stimuiated; the
sreny s 1°mise are discovered; new rouzndabout routz
into ouwr ovn pesitions are fovr”; &and it is realised thas
ths sfrge™ is over,

9. Vhen atsacked and sut off iz £i-st determination of alll
commenders and¢ iLroons3 in ihe fun e as elsewhzre must be to yiela
10 ground,

iCe The cormx u-s of the word "lesimeces" in jungle operations

guugss n sactictptions wilich may prove Awnzerour.

ane (1) This *erm iz generuily taken t- mean a clos3Ty mIdhed,
=or-. or less ciremlar gree ~stride ¢ track in thica -
vnn: o subunit bavcai ol for tre night whem iwn g movine
in e~niaab »r poesihle o_tact vitl LI - enem;.

(L) it there 7- gome %endency o rer~mu suth gepimevert mof
Lo ezpeli=al’ far the gecurity of « forze ermorariiy
bircraraq Qurir gz .xhile nperavions it a7 normpal dis-

'-"Q"

sl tions ynr a defens.ve Tgitle ‘r ‘Re jungle.
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4B, 'The disedzvbntrges of cloBe perimclerdefences ars -
(e} ‘e tend to 1imit the prownd held rezardleds of it
tretical eignifichneces
(b} By limiting ths groind held, they imerenge the risk of
the force being in fact renily surrouncet and thel
pestrict the opportuniti.a for agzressive refvclling
p3 int-rral freedom of meTOEUVIE.

'
R Y NP S

O : (o) ey ten? o ce overcrowhed and thsu vuinershle o
= enemy heavy wenpons euc mmseseifactory for hyglen. end
séminicicative reusons,

(d) They ove dad for morule, as they tend to te essential-
passive ed to enhance the "eus-cir? feclings

43, Defences chould ve dug in srd concesaled where pOBSiDi%,

44, 1Lanes of firs end viaipilily are cyyissble in defense i
order %~ regain end atilige the fire powur of autem..bic weapoils

45. Wherever pensinie rogetniion should be clesped to :-voviée
extensive fields, not merely loneea. ot view en? firu. Bullcoze.
will Go this speedfly; out if they c&imot DE used much cel o€
done-with mucheties und pXxes to clear &1l light growth.

46. (o) ig policy praveats the enemy getiing 6o ¢l -se ts oul
- posisions thet I': eonnot be safely engag:d by erty and
. mortara.
(b) It olso enub:{& A greator ureg to be held as sround
between defended localitles cen ve effeativaly covered
py rbserved vire.

(c) sSurpriic cen stlll be achieved if cleasrings ave
correctiy eited and the cutiing P Pleids of five which
attacke 8 must cross need not serinusly prejudice
ecancealment of &ci-.-1 firing pnsitions:

(4) Fewer men were ncaoded forropd when fire laren had been
cut cad then Jempon piis tei Yuras ar v were in wost
cages, guite satlsiuctory. The =2c¢onomy in pen per-
mitted the aclding of nobils reezrvcs for fighting or
faor carrying eto.

47. The Shick' r ihe jungle in Ir.n% of our pousition the more
important it is that ai oe immediately exprored,  “hic. giuwih

cobgenres the coulormation of Uie groumd. Small risss £76
reentrants ere not appurent. B2t their e~xisience must oe
o Giscovered if our weupons alre to oe sited to i.e cast cdvintagt.

For exemple, it hep been suid of the {HMG that it clears 158 cwb
£1-¢ lane. "bnt in a sense is trus; bul it czanod chear 4
ey potlone iiicough & bark of esrth or coral,

46, {8) T"ke selection of ground t» b2 held in desence in [ungle
ia sigtatei hy the same comsicdercitisrs as elgc gk e
w.th empnapis on the follewiag me&her.,

(p) The main approeches art iracks whish ugiall s follow
ridges ond dometimes crock e3¢ river :.ds in th=ir
lower »suches,

(¢) Tie tuetical vaiue of high grouad i35 ¢*minfshed 1f 1t
ig ir thick jungle us it offers n» beticr ahserration
than low grcund. A hill feature o the i.ank of a
Srack gives 1:331c control of the tracig if nothing can
he sgeen frem 1.

(d) fTae best pisses for contrelling a trock ereé warre it
follows 2 knife edge ridge.
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{e) wnter is ofien difricult to obtain in the mountalnn.
But provietlon should be mede tor holding a waled
point within : vipy defendeu positioms Springs et
be looked for and sosks constructed 2s cooh a3 the
I>siticn ir ovcupled. Some reserve of water in
c.ntainers should be meintained in ench post,

49. (a) In general patrols should be of not less tran onc pl
s*rengthe.

(b) It is not casy for any whitc patrol however small
moving in Jjungle to éeiect th: presence of concealed
enemy without being itself sgeen, The reason Tor
keeping recce natrols semall "to see without being
geen", way often trz2rerfore glve way to a policy of
"gafety in numhors®.

SO0. The hest composition far a peirol was found to be one nl
with attachedy a small group (three or four men) of PIB if
aveilable, o2f or two signalmen with ligiit cable, aniipty and

..(depending on the runge} taree inoh mortar FOC3. The ip.enest
sen:8 oY the Plb made them invaluaolc when working wiilh the
Torverd scouts to give warning of the cneny.

El. Ground fcund free of enemy by patrele caniiot be presumed
to renuin s0. It it 18 of tuciloud ‘mportance that it be
hi.ld it shouvld oe oroupled tt once and Jurther truops sent

& forward to reinforoe the putrol it neogsaary.

s,

5%« (&) The objeot of u putrol muat be definite and quite
olear to the leader vefore he starts, Ind~finise
missions are of no more value in the jungle than
elsewhere,

(b) 1In purtioulspr, if & patrol is to go to & partioular
place, it muast be olear whetlher it if msets oppositi~n
on the traci it is to remailn ani engage the enemy
there or return, or break off contaot and seek to
reach 1tn original objeative by snothar route,

Patrol leaders must not be deterred fyom their
objent b contaot with tne enemy..

63. Patrois moved alowly in close o-untry and ape attimes out
for twn days or i"ope, When possible, line commmnisations '
ahould novmally be meintained exaept in

- : .
.

}Iigt Eﬁircla
g4 (B) Offensive night sparationa were not undarteken by us,

(b) Movement by night in jungle ip @iffiocult; and besause
of the opportunities of aoncealed oppromch by day ie
nf myoh lese velue then in open country, '

(o) any lapge scale night opersticns are not reonmmended,
but amall purties might perhepa uee night for placing
ambughes or snipsrs fol sation at rirat lirht.e This
was not attempted, It might not be prectienble in
thiﬁk Jgngla ut might be dnne in cosonut rlantations
ar kunea,

the onse of lond patrole:

AL



alR OPER ,PIONS

+bpendix "PY to 9 .ust Div
Report or Cporatiors.
2 Oct 43 - 15 Jon 44,

A/C- El G.GZD

TARGET . REM.RKS
8 oct 11 Hitehells RAI veust - ba-rge gweep 9 Barges attucked - results anobscryed. -
90ct & Fostons ) 'Encn.{y posng - SISI and S.TILB2RG Rain and low clouds ovor 3ISI - rcsults anobserved. Lapgs
o 12 Vultees ) . . explosions at G.TGBTRG, vossible amn dumps. Baildings
o A : degtroyed. . .
10 0Oct 9 Bostons® ) Closc sp - enemy posns S..TELBERG Botibing end atrufing reportsd cecurste,, Large ezplogion -~
~ 11 Vultees ) area. : nnd column of smoke from respr of preminent builiing at
. 3. TELBERG, .
15 Ot 27 mitchells ) Dumps and bivoune areas SIO - Fares startcd, otherwige unobserved -due to he:vy Swingle.
e 6 Marauders ) P3YCHIL 2T (west of 3I0). .
w5 Mitchelis ) " " " " " 310 MISSION and a number of huts destroyed.
.16 Oot 3 aitchells o "o " "
- 9 Mitchells RIUSS PT (west of 3I0) to : .
B RIYA Bombing and strafing bivouac creas and dumps. futs destroyed._
17 ost 9 ¥itchells ) Closc sp - COZLy posns L.,TELB?R Bombing and gtrafing reported accurate. .
S 9 Bostoas aren : - . "
19 0et 9 Bostons ; Enemy held "villages PINSCH-S,.DZITRG ../C meintained attack for 1 houpr, :
. 10 Vultecs ares.  Supply lines west of S LET o )
L BZL.CH, | _ : _
21 Oct €l Libcrators ; JTRLBIRG aren Enemy dwsp and wivousc arcas, iR 10 20d BLOTL3RG villoges
. 19 kitchell. - dzmolighcd, 230 tons of bombs dropped. -
84 Oct 9 Bostorn, " o Bombing uud strafing encuy posng 4.zurate, _
25: Oct 9 Bo=t:r routh of :.3.,75NG & Su Lcetsd dump arpaz, ‘Bombing and strafing re_ported-::c'c'ﬁmtg
.28 Oct 4 Thaader'olts $I0 ~ FOXIAPIL.ITON IT

Lirge lwiep — Tuc birges destroyed k.HOMI, .IO 2I3.100 sirafad
BUORuts at S1.Lh 183..00) strof:d, fires start-oc, .



" i

e e . ca

10 .arauler:

N bagge?

-2~
DaT2 A/C 3MGE.GSD T..RGT- REM:RKS
3 Nov 12 Vultees LBLIITA and track sout: Suspected dump and bivovac area at H.iB.RI.. Dive tombing
15 Thunderbolts and strafieg,
12 Nov € .arauders £I.RT area (west of SIO0) Barge staging point and bivouae arca. Fires start:d in torget
11 idtchelia arca.
14 Nov A RITALING T Barge hunt — pil sighiings. Track ALINGAI-Z.GAH =T sirafci.
18 XNov GU 3TI:-FIOR- LiRZ0-:43.0/ENG R~ Znemy mintenance areas. Bombing and strafing.
::&-TI 216.51-3{.72111“{0“
18 Jov 6 Laruuiers —aS.LNERQO area Szspected dump area. 42 tons Lombs dropped. Proboble ammmnition
24 idtchelis domp kit i centre of tarp:t.
19 Nov 9 Bostons FVIBT S Suspeeted dump and bivouac arca, Bombding and strafing — resolts
’ not oPserved
31 mitcheslls RWOULURGTLFU Damp arca. 38 tons bords dropped. Sircet hits obscrvel on kuts
$ Larauders i an dumps.
8 Bostong GUSIK ~MUZ TR Boubing apl strafing along coast track.
20 Nov B34 iitchells ) EINUNGIUFY area Dump crea. Direct hits were observed on hots aml in the villages.
8 duarauicrs j {ientre of inland HUBZ ar:a)
9 Bestons ARl to HLRDRIBIRG PT Barge sweep. Coconut grove and tracks bomdbed anl ste.fed.
Results not observed.
21 Nov 11 Boatoas AaSal GROO-FIOR-KULIKO-1%,.RE0-  Eiemy dump onl bivouse arcus, Boubing and sirafing. Results
z .Gul Exl not obaeived.
22 Nov 16 ?iitchels TARE(~JOIIGING arern Bombing or.1 strafir - traecks and -iumps. Pesults not observed,
5 Bostons ALIZRLI anl AGO Villazas and coast track bombed anl str.Zed.
28 ey 15 Mitehells ! £l LBERG-EHORELG sneny bivcouae areas.  OLiilG accurately bombed - larget indicated
6 Bosfons } by art, smocke chells., Villages anl iracks JC NCTHG-XULULGIUPY
bor. 21 ani styafed.
22 oy 9 idtchclls RaTuBa V:1lag.3, Jumps ani bivouaz arcas bow ed.
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D73 A/0 ENG.GED TARGZT REIRKS
24 Hov 9 aitoholls 3 Kilg, = 8IALUK I8 Suspected bivouas ard dump areas. Bombed.and
€ Bogtoiis strafed villspges and tracks. Fires started. aa
gun at HARDINBERG PZ destroyed. )
26 v 83 1idtchedls ) 1w BARI 8uspected qusp area and barge hideout. Fires
8 uaspuudeis started. 5< tons bonds dropped.
87 Nov 18 jitoheuls BONG.: - Znemy dsf position. 327 tons boubs dropped. Ome
lorge explosion; fires started.
6 Litcholls Supply dropping to 2/32 Bn at P.BU.
88 Nov ; Ef:ngdgva » BONG., Enemy def positior. 23 tons bomds dropped.
wWitohells
16 uitohuelsn 8.1DOR(vest of 3I0) - PORTIFIO.TION Barge swoep - nil atghtings. Coast defences
7T, boubed und strafed. .
9 Bastons Alng., = BIALUGL Bombing and strafing aleng track. come exploeions
at XaliSa. _
30 Nov 18 Mitocholls = KiLasa Dump and divouae arcas. 47 tons bombs dropped.
asourate - several exploaions in target arez.
11 Bostons B.ZULUD = oLASATEBNG R Jusplated enemy L of C. Bombing and strafing
. ' . trooks BAZULUO=L.KOHA=#MASAIEIG R, '
8 Deo 9 litohells ) S0 R Barge off-lounding points and dumps. Bombing
10 Maravdora ) agourate. 89 tons bombs dropped.
4 Deg 13 Boatong BIAJOHER PT = WANDOKAX Boubing and etrufing couatal track and villages
und sugpaoted dump arenc at mouth of R 2.NGa.
Sbtme exploslons, ond Black “srpke seen. « ..
19 Litchclle iLiD.a - 810 I8 Suepected dump areca. Some cxplosions and black
. T = . smoke geen at SIO I8,
§ Deq 8 Bostony ' K3LIGIDY BT Bombing and strafing enemy occuplicd arecs.
€ Deg 9 Bostons n n - n " - 2 at # on
13 uitcoholis LAKONA - KILIGIA Inemy duap areas. Bonmbing accurate. Egcort
: . strafed fuel dump LAKONA,
7 Dee 11 Boagtong NDOKAL -~ NUZEN Suspescted dump areas and L of C. Bomdbing and

. atrafing constal track and village.
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DaTE /0 TNe, g TARGET B3 RLS
8 Lec 10 Zaravders TADCELT Damp a2rza. IS tons bomtua dronped-
il :itchells aniluifa. 3 - = » o =
9 Dec 9 Bostone LUK — DSSSNe ' Jmp ar=as amd LofC.  Bonhizng =16 sirafing ecastad teock oo
: wiilopeg,
10 mitcheliL Hi3If. Dunm sw=a 25 tons bonbs drspped.
13 Dec ¢ uiricobrss FORTIFIC.TICT PT — SLIDOR Barge skecg. 10 barges strafed, believed Aestroyeil.
14 Dec 5 Thuaderdyaltse o Bapge sweey. 2 bargss givafed.
16 Dec 10 Mitchells 5.0 m; and bivouac arcas bombed.
9 nariuders S R (0 3 g .o® ar
17 Dec  § ititchells WA = =T =« - =
18 11 Bostons EANOET ]J? areag bonbed and stemPed.
. 12 Boatonc THLING I r " ar 1
13 Dee 12 Bostons TaLLHOA-NTZEN Coastal track and durn areas hombed apf atyofed.
. 10 :itchells LUZEN Barge off-londing point boubed and shtraf=d.
6 uiracokras RAL Coagt Parge sweep.
G 20 Dec 12 pidltchells T NDOKAT Dxmup areas bozsed. ‘ }
B rayauiers THIRRU, 3uspa=ted Br arza; large explosion seen.
21 Dec 11 Bostovs A hDOKAT-FALIRGAT-~-A60 Zomhing and strafing ereqp~OccuiioR arows bcn?:"',_ng aecuratl.
22 Dec 12 Boston. WANDOLAL ~ FUBIKS Bartiing anl strafing suspected dumps. 14 tons boubs dropped.
8 Liarauders )
25 Dec 24 Boston, TandaRETGL Bentifng and strafing burg: hide—outs. 10 tons bombs dropped..
Three barges destroyed, 2 dsmared by strafing. :
24 Dec 20 Bostona TARR.LRITA

.

pombing and ofrafing Farge Lhije-ocuts. Three borges dsmpei.
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SDNRE 4/C SUHG.GED ,.RGIT RELARKS

27 Les 18 Litchells ) A TRCAT-KANDLT Bombing and strafing suspected dumps. 29 tons of bombs dropped.
12 Bostons ) , : :

29 Dec 5 Liberctors "3T0 . Bnemy bivouac area bombed.

30 Dec 12 Litchelld YOURLEITL Bombing and strafing barge hide-outs.

4 Jen 10 nosrauders; Rl JITU Bombing hZapge-kide-outs: 2% tons bombs dropped. Bombing
9 Iitchelle S accurate, fires obsewvea.

5 Jan 8 Thuncerboltsg Cnist Pztrol Onc barge deatroyed at NAMB.ARIV:, two off CHISSI IS and two in

SCHLAKGZN H..RBOUR.
10 Jan 12 Bostons Maifd RIMA —~ 310 Bombing and strafing bivouac areas.
ROT=: 4Lir ops 1istécz <bove are orly those carried cut in 9 ..ust Div area of operations or adjoining arens directly

affectiag 9 aust 2iv oOps. Pighter intercepiions by pairols and/or requests through FC Liaison party $ aAF attached

9 J4ust Jiv are not i..clu?ed.
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‘M5 OPS 8 OCT 43 — 15 JaN 44 -

AprenIiyr “a% ia 9 Adst Div Ruport or Opzrations

Z 0zt <3 - 15 Jan 44,

x lestrsyed incluZes cmf't‘zm’ba'tﬂy dentroyed, Pamaged inclufes poeeibly destroyed.

e — e — o - —————— —

x ) :
TTme Vicinity Pesiroyed . Damagszal. . Remarka
an SI0 - &iype A ' Hcading SE loadzd with tps
right -~ KNLiNO» HARSOUR | 1 beached barge strafed ,
b HANDa I Type & - : 4 barges encountered, all of which re-
~Targe ¥IG _ turpzd our fire, Some cas to «IB orew, .
- % HIOGEER PP -TX Targe M ‘l.ﬁrpe A sifBa3 wers engaged by shore guns.
-8 EILTHGAT ITyp= A I Sgpe A “Barges were heading south aud appzared
: &ply.. -
-" BLUGHRE 7Y S Type b . #deeding 8% and eppeared eapty.
~®  KELANGL HIRSCTR @ .4 Tope 4 I Tarpe 4IG Heosding SE Iosded with etores. L9BS were
. engac2d by shore guns, :
- 2340 North of BL I - Tvro type I cubmarines curfaced. Unpgaged
e uith tormedoes, dirsct hits scored.
duhs-gubmerged.. A larre areg of dis-
coloured water scen, but no wreckage
. obgerved,. )
22300 WALIEGAL £ 7ype A
nigat n & Tyne a
- 011t Inaded with tps moving u-oth,

—— e de e .
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Date Time Viciniiy Deatroyed DEmged Remarks
12 iov esCe  HuizN 4 Typr A Barg2u vere beached uhen engrged.  4ll
gct on fire, ZIBs were engaged by shore
gunc.
13/14 Yov pight KTANQA HLROOUER 3 Type A
" ¥ RLIEG L Tyo= A ITyze 4
15/16 lov *  GAPR XING FILLE K 2 Type A Tour barges encounhiered moving souths.
I{ZBs ware engaged tv heavy fire fron
shore guns.
16/17 iov ¢ ST I Type &
22/23 liov L) (VA 4 Type o Barges were loaded
" " ELLC IR BT T Prpe L. Tour barges encountercd Easimg south
lordec. HTBs vere tngaged Ly shore guns-
& /24 Lov v Z:ROTNBERG PT 2 Type A Siz barges encountered loaded and movirg
_ - gouth. |
i1/25 Nov " CAPE KING TILLTALL 2 Ty.2 A lioving scuth.
+/5 Dee T HRARIVA Five Lunies cash of £¢0 Tagr wontaining
ri¢: ete. ard thres rafts wiia heavy
bozes ruspzndec below kelisved emn, All
believed ©o De deck car~c of subkmarine.
all destroyri.
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‘Date <ime Vicinity Deatruxed" ae-.uﬂ ) Paparks
T 6/7 Dec mght DORFZR BAY & Type 4 Losdi=X ami moving seuth. Teo sark. Two
. {west -2 SYO} destypoyed oo $ie Deush. :
q/8 Dec "  pRISS PT 1 Type A atoaded esd moving morth. Type B sank, ..
(west of SIO0) 1 pe 8 Type 4 destooyed oi the Teach.
$/10 Dec ®  RITASS I¥ ' 2%pe B ¥oviog norib.
$ ype A
" *  HARDEWEIRG PT 4 Type A Burg=e sere 1yirg-to 150 yerés off
1 Jarg= WG KARD NPRRG PT, all apvesr=3 emply.
ECEs ¢ unler heavy five from ahowe
o=
11/12 Dec *  giNGs R montl SYype & 3 x 70 £t epeqy barge arsed with 20mm )
12/13 Dec ¢ INiSB W &E8rpe A AL believed frlly losied. -
e B
189 Tt barge )
18/19 Dec ® =183 PY Y B All soving durth enpliy.
100 £t barges
n IR X% §.72 T4 4 1% B Ioaficd and moving south,
_21,22 Tee " - & TYYE i » v I o -
22/723 Z=¢ ® ReIS3 PP 4 Type & ¥osing morth empty.
Z2<wpe B
" " CKAYEROXIT PT 1 Type A .3 Type A bs¥ing south Issded. YREa cazxz onier

bheavy Zire fyom ghe = guns

Caw
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Date Time Vieinity Destroyed Damaged Remarks
i 24 Pec 0630 GNEISENAU PT 1 Type A Submarine barge appesred to . be deaigned
. 1 Piquet boat for towing by a submarine, either sur-
1 submarine barge faced or underwater. all craft vere
26 0650  HANBARITA 1 Typé A beached when engaged by NTBs.
. Pec HANBA pé , 2
R 1 Typs B doving SE empty
5 1 Jan 2036 VINCKE PT hﬁme B _
(#est of SI0) 80 ft barge ioving SZ, Shore guns engaged NTBs.
i 2 Jan 2200 NAMBARIWA 2 Type A Moving north, one loaded with tps. xTBs’
7 fired on by shore gung, -
- - 3 Jan 0030 REISS ¥IT 2 Type B kioving west.
‘;-‘.' ¥ Jan 2100 NaMdBARTYA Two raite eerryingfood and medical sups. ..
- Both desiroy=d by .iTBs. _
- - 2135 " On: submarine 1 miles offshore. l8ub
dived when attacked. No resultis. observed,
;.; -- 9/10 Jan night " X Type A Destroyed on beach. Tps on beach engoged’
, ) i\TBs.
) - . HERW:EIH PT 4 large HLO One loaded with 73/100 tps, one on beach
-fwegt of SIO0) loaded with amn. Moving east.
. T 2% RIMBA 3 barges Loaded and wmoving est,
. 1wekt >f 510)
- MARAKUR
(west of 3I0) 3 burges on the beach

"
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- Date Time Vicinity Destroyed lanaged Reumarks
*9/10. Jan ‘pight DQMITRN BaY 40/50 box2s of food adritt destrayed. )
9 Jom 2318 BIBI 6 Type A Borges d2s6troy=9 on the beach.
o {west o 310} ,
X0 Jan 0030 DOIFIR BiY 1l Type B 2 Type A Bapges wi3re moving N/ loaded with tps. all
i - 3 Type B wepe armdd cnd attempted to fight off MTB
: atiack.
" 0427 {[EBER PT 1 Speecial 6 3pecial axl Jozdnd with tps hewding 7L armed cnd
' (west of SIO) 1 Type B attemptel to Tight off 4TB attack.
10/1_1. Jan night REISs P7 S Type a Moving NT loaced with a2pprox 30 perso.s each !
armed with 37sm and am:1l orms.
12 Jan U070 S5I0 18 2 Type A Beuached und loading pers. ‘mainly natives.
‘25 Oet to LaN6TE X BY to 1 Lifcbont
11 Jan -2, PO:ZIRH BsY 84 Type . 8 Type &
- 21 Type B S Type B
7 Large HILC 1 large HLG
. 6x80/100 £t b 6 specinl MID
1 special KLS
1 sub barge :
1 piguet boat !
1 2ifeboat }
i} §
'.'/'BO'J'.'ES: The utove summary Inelries only those IF"B O;  “'hich L.af a dir.ct braring on 2 st Div ope.  #TBs putrolleé the east
: ceast of the HUOY FANINSLL .. eve-y ;i hi exeepl *aen the veosiher soxriiticns mude it pe iggery to earisl L. .trols, 10g
from 9 Luet Div contneted pawsals aiswdls wivi passcd on any iaforuntion guined by grouad Siso-s and ot the -ame time
rectived Information of WID pritrols - nd iCzuiis of wreviovs niht Dutrols. Resulta of pfJ3 ows sric -t 16 Sot 43
cr: et silsble. .



ADpx "H" to 9 s.st DIV

weport on upeirutions :
R Oct 43 ~ 15 Jon 44. :

TABLE SHOWINC J/P UNITS EAST OF SIO INVOLVED IR

ODPERATIONS AGAINST 9 AUST DIV 22 SEP 43 -- 15 JAI 44,

(a) Uniie which srrived before our capture of

FINSCHHAFEN 2 07t 43 :~

uni b \strength

Neval troops incl B85 Garrizon
1,000

Unit and 15 ;A Defence Unit

1 shipping Gp HQ (M&j CGen YnMADA);
with attochmentis:-
cne sec 3¢ Indep Engr Regt ;
one Sec 36 Indsp Engr Regu 100
Fortion 8 shioping “npr Regt )]
Stores Depot 5

80 Inf Regt j:s= I Bu and 5 Coy 2652

keinforcements for I Bn BU Regt 100
938 Inf Regt: % und 5 Coys, Regtl
ng Coy. GF 3un Coy &nd 2 Bn Gun 440
II
1T Bn 26 rFd ..rty keght less 7 Bty 250

OK. 112 Coy, 102 Inf Regt 10
one Pl 11 Coy 21 Irn® Regt 20
cne pl 21 Indep Kixed Bde 30
one coy 21 Lt Trench iortoir 71 125

24 ha Uailt (porsion of 50 indep
Al Unit and of 15 Indep sh

Unit attoched) 100

“ 20 Div Sig Sec 58
1 Fd Hosp 20 Div 84

- 41 Div Cocaslty Colleeting Unit 80
4 ¥d Hosp 51 Div 80
Totul 5209

(b) Dnits which &rrived ufter 2 Oct :-

HQ 20 Div 100
79 Inf Regt 196
8 Coy 78 Inf Regt 70
Ho and II Bn 26 Fd .rty Regt 580
7 Bty 25 Fd Arty Regt 60
20 Engr Regt 880
2n Div Sigs 130
20 tpt Regt less 3 ond & Coys &40
33 ;nﬁep'gngr Rect less 2 Coy 520
2u Div Medi=ul personncl 470
II Bn 238 Tnt Regt less 5 und 6

Coys with one pnr pl uttuched <20
T Bn 80 Tnf kegt 300
Trree ¢o, s of 51 Div 150

Rhemurks

oniy 3Co erfcctivern
left ufter croture
of RIN: ‘BEHAFeN 2
oct; protelly with-
drawn during Oct.

withdrew d.rlng Nov.

Hovement Order
Strength.

From 41 Div

ron 51 Div
From 5 Div

Prooanly 7 Coy

Muy huve srriveu

luter.

HMovenent Ordcr

Strengch.
11 17"

n

Mov-ment Japl~
Strenzths
11 1] 1]
" 1] 11
" LH "

Rvacuce frc. LAW
Mavement tablo
sr.o2oha

" n t
r 1L "
T n "
1 [ H 1

KANCAI peflence Unit;
evecuses from I. .
Enguged ca tps .
duties.
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{b} Units which arrived. efter 2 Oct (Gont)

Flements inol 3 Qoy, of 338 Inf

Pegt eyacu:en from L,E 100
HQ and 8 oy kBl Lt Trench Mortar Bn lb0
7426

GRAND TOTAL 18,035

70TEt= B0 Div nles hed under nommand & Shipping Enge Regt.
“nig 42 not inoluded shove, hégnupe it was hamed »n NAMBARIWA
und wap not engaged in lund onepahions,

REINFOROEME|TS} =

No sllowunne 48 mude uboy? fop rainforoements. From
PW statements, it appeupa preptioully no peinforcements réuched
wnits pplopr = petpett from CUSIRA =» WARED line, However,
gont'irmatory cvwidefine fpom PW aunturéd noth by 9 aus? Div wnd
oy B8aIDOR FORCE indlaeted that 200 preinforcements for 80 Inf
Regt and 800 fop 79 inf Regt reuched G4LI during Dec. It is
Wnowil that pue of these peinforeements moved east of SI0. 40
reinfcrgements fop 80 Inf Regt got ap fr an HUBIKA, ond 65
reinforcements joined Il Bn 80 Ing Regh at XAN3IAPUA on 27 Dec.
a8 to the reinforaeements fo» 79 Inf Regt, & PW ntated an
offiaer lef'h from Rextl HQ 4 De¢ to bring them forward. Another
PW from 8 4G Coy 79 Inf Regt oluimed that sbout 27 Dec nesr
SIAYUM ke spoke with & Boldler who was a2 reinforcament for 2 N3
Coy 78 Int Regt. PW was told that sbout 70 re2inforeements had
crrived iop this aoy, und they were retreating along th2 caust,
becaune B MG Coy was withdruawing inlund wnd could not be con-
tucteds, (R the whole, it cppears s subdiantial pmportion of
the 1,000 reinforgements moved etgt of SIO out no sllowanoe is
mede for this ih chove table,

e
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ADEX "JP to 9 Auat iy - —
epory O Operutions 2 vuy sn -

URIER OF BATTIS. @ AUST DIV, AS 4T 15 LEQ 48

07N FINSOHNAPEN Rage Bih 4Ten was ut thin time undsp

opepational gammand of 9 Aust Diy,r

" e LT oo, L o r—— PR " PV I T

x 4 ——— s T g

< afm op Bepyioe

HA 4av HQ 8 ayst Div
sap HQ 9 ..ust Dy

" S - an - o o oo el TR TSI ": '

\ oy B/ Lust GA Regt leae 4 By 4 ﬂ!

| Sec FaW
any B/4 Apst Ouw (Cammetida) B¢
ARKD 1 aust Tk Bn, less B By
&BTY Q Rua 9 sust Div

2/5 sust Fd ept

2}_12 sAust Ad Regt

244 iust Lt La Regt .
273 ;ust Lt As Bty {Mphoyiie)
2/, aust Comp sus Regt !
11 Aust Tk A Bty

M Aust Hy Bty

£ Aust Mtn Bty (lems meq)

1 P4 Sec 2/3 anst Svy Bty

b dAusi 8vy Bty

@ Det 1 Mob Met Flt

84 nuet 4ASL Bty

ity e4:) "R RAE O Aust Div Cre
B/B ..";uB’.'.. rd 0’)3 v
‘Aust Pd Coy
2/13 fust Fd Coy
2/24 ;ust Fd Pk Gy
789 iust Camflg Unit

S 0p P1 2/ fuat Mech Rt fuy

Det & aust Fd Sqn

REAR. ' 7 Bles 9 .t iy
B/43 nust Cipher gec
B/ aust Fd wegt Sig Seo
B/12 .ust Fd Regt Sig Sea
El'é Hust Lt a4 Regt Big Seo

B/l aust Comp Juw Regt Sig Sec

B Aust Bngr Sig sec
4 Aust Inf Pde Sig Seo
B0 aust Inf Bde Sig Seo
B4 nust Inf Bde Sig Seo

) £6 ,ust Inf Bde §ig Sec
:B/1 Aust Beech 8ig Seo
et 36 Aust WA Tosk Seo:

mﬂ HQ BO aust In~ Bde
A 1)61 2/1 Aust Gd Regt
2/13 Aust Inf Bn _
2/i3 sust Inf Bn
2/17 Aust Inf Bn
{iR 24 pust Inf Bde
S g;%-a/lt.met Gd Regt
8/38 Aust %ﬁr Bn
2/43 just Inf Bn
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N (oont)

FNR
anf0

pzoa

LENTAL

ORD

L AENE

NIga

-8 Apbx g% (uond) -

tinly

S WY S
2 e o

q B8 pust Inf Bde
H4 4 5. 2/1 .8t Gd Regh
B/BB aust Inf Bn
B/B4 ,suet Inf Bn
B/48 sust Iuf Bh
HQ 4 aust IbP BHue
g8 st juf B
£9/45 aust Inf Bh
B7/52 sust Inf HA

B sust Div Qarr Goy
n Ooy PIB

PIB .
B AL s Bn
B/4 iub% Pnr Bn

HG Comd AABY 9 adst ply ‘
2/6 sdst sup Depot Gay
B,166 suat deh Tpt Coy
Det 4 aurt srmd Bde Ooy .ABQ

B/8 Aus! Fd .mb

9/8 fkuBt Fa smb

B/11 sust Fd Amb

4 LBt FG Amb less A (oy
pet 6 svst Lt B4 Amb

- 8/3 rust 0B

3/5 At SMOU

D and E Secs 2/5 nuet Dental Unli
77 Aust Dentel Unit

8/118 ,ust Bde Ord d PR
2/123 sust Bde ord Fd IR
Det 2/135 .ust Bde Ord F4 PR
1 sust Tk Bn Ord Fd Pk

8/68 aust Lib

8/58 iust LAD

2/61 fust LAD

2/67 Aust LAD

8/72 iust 3.\D

2/76 Aust LALD

2/7¢ aust LAD

2/%3 aust Lab

264 Aust LAD

2/4 just Lt Ai Kegt Wkehop See
2/L Aust ComP AA Regt Wkshop Sec
B84 Aust LA9L Bty Wkashop 8ec
2/118 Aust Bde Wkshop

2/122 Aust Bde Wkshop

2/123 Aust Bde Wkehop

1 aust Tk Bn Wkohop

Azst Div Pro Coy

Aust Div Fi Cash Office
Aust Div Pastul Unit

Aust Div Salv Unit

Aust Div Seg Reception Camp

WPOOOWO
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s LHQ_TROOPS_UNDER COMD .

Det 1 iast LATIU

Dct ATIS

Det NGAU

Det Publlc kelutions
Det W/P Sec ¢ A0 Sq¢n
Det ADCS

GHQ LO Party

ADPX "3" (cont)

US THOCPS UNDER COMD

582 Regt © ESB lesB A end B Coys

Us_TReOPS IN SUEPORT

8 .dr Liwison Purty 5 .F

FINSCHH..FEN BASE SUB ,REA

FINBCHHAFEN Buse Sub ,res HQ
13 sust Fé Coy

7 aust Dacks Op Coy

2/23 .ust Corps Fd Pk Coy

Det 11 anst water Tpt Gp Op Coy
2 fust Portreus Sigs

19 1, of C Sigs

HQ 23 iust Sup Depot Coy

. 160 sust Sup Depot P1

161 ..ust Sup Depot Pl

326 Aust Sup Depot P1

56 just BIPOD P1

8/104 Aust Gen Tpt Coy

4 Aust Fd Bekery

104 fust FLD

44 Aust QD

255 Aust LaD 5
2/656 Aust LAD

2/2 ;jurt ocs

Det 1C7 Aust ,idv Depot Med Stnres

Det .ADOS

Det 2 aust Corpe Prstal ynit

Det NG L of C Stationery Depnt

Det 8 Aust Movement Control Gp

9 Aust Gruves Registration & Inquirieg Unit
Det 2/1 Aust army Topo Svy Coy

Ioft 33 8 Anst Pigeon Sec

48GAU



© ALST DIV _REPORT OIf OFERATIONS

B por 45 - 16 JAN 44

v AP PEFERENCES OF PLACE KARS USED

nef Hops 1/25,000 (second edition) series,

1. MAFE RIVER

2, LANGEMAK BAY

5, SATEIBERG

4. TFORTIFICATION POINT
5, MASALWENG RIVER WEST
6, WALINGAT -

=:'.c K[M.tt R

8, C&PE KING WILLIAM
Jo SCHARNHORST POINI

1nos BI0 °
Ploce Sheet Nos uap Ref,
260 6 47 90
ATTR POIRT 3 62 66
BAGULGO 5 53 71
. SLUCEER POIST 7 43 99
BONGA 4 63. 78
BUTAVENG 2 69 53
CAPE SIBIDA 4 59 79
CUCONUT BE/CH & 616 764
COCOInFT RIDGE 5 654 650
. DPECER EARBOUR 2 64 42
[ FINSCHEEAFEN 2 62 57
) : FIOR 5 54 69
FORTIFICATION POLNY 4 b8 B3
S GrUZ0Y 5 67 67
1 GHBISLIAU POINT 9 o 41
GODOWA BEAGH ) 604 6545
GREmT RIDGE 5 EBS €47
GURURKOR 1 56 69
GUSIXA 4 62 73
EARDSIRERG POINT 8 38 O7
ETI.D3BACH 3 61 65
o HILIL £2G0 . 3 55 66
o HOLLGA B 47 81
v HUBIXA 4 56 84
JIVEVAREING 3 66 64
KATASK 7 30 Qb
KAKAXGO . 2 61 68
S KALAGIDY POLHT 4 62 75
TANOHT, 7 432 992
s KATIKA 3 61 66
KAN3ARUA 6 43 ¢b
EEDAM TRACH 2 622 590
KELANDA, 9 23 19
KIASAWA 3 63 88
KILIGIA 4 81 77
KUATZD 6 66 %l
EKUiavA _ 3 Bo 63
RVEHBUNG S 7 64 659
LAYES AR | 593 718
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Placs sheat No. Map Ref;
LATONA 4 69 78
LAUNCHE JETTY ERACH 3 616 640
LOGAYENG 3 61 52
MARARID 3 52 66
MASANIGEOD 3 53 68
MASAVENG BRACH 4 584 813
MOREXNZ 3 61 623
NiUSARTIA 1o 48 42
HATDA 7 39 03
NONGORA - 3 58 70
NCRTH HILL 3 62 69
NIZEN 7 38 05
PABT 4 611 717
DUCKRED 3 b5 6%
PRAY L 5 56 71
PINC HILL 4 627 711
DOLA 8 62 &8
B BUMI g 618 593
D BURL o 556 407
R DATIIAY & 230 2082
R KAPUGARA 9 5i0 415
B XALUENS 4 625 734
P MAPR 2 603 650
R MASAVENG 4 684 808
R SANGA 8 333 125
R SIKI 3 621 §69
R 8ONG 3 623 678
R SOV 4 609 773
R QUOJA 3 614 628
SATELBERG 3 54 66
SCARLET BEACH 3 628 675
SCHARK:ORST POINT 9 56 40
SIAT( EEACH -] 344 112
SIKI (OVE .3 621 670
SIMBAG 2 60 &5
812 1o 43 46
SISI , 5 55 64
STEEPLE TRES HILI. 3 548 648
TINGULUM PLANTATION 2 60 €3
TIRIMORO 1 67 57
VIALINGAI BRACH & 456 930
WANDORAT 6 51 88
YAREQ 5 56 7T
WASUTIENG 2 61 51
XMAS HTILS 4 580 718
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'AIndea_‘. to Piumv-NMEs ¥ith MeD Reforences

SEOTION I =~  HARRAYIVE o¥ BVERTS

Phuase 1 B 0ot = 16 got 48
Phuse 8 16 Qat = 88 pot 45
Phupe 3 B9 Oct ~ 16 Hov 48
Fhuge 4 16 NoY ~ 18 Dea 48
Phuge § Bl Des - 15 Jun 44

8Z0TION 12 - LEABOLS, GENHRAL

1, Bepoarute Reporta
2. Proteation of Bewohheud srea
- P Beaoh Aroup

4 Movement Considerutisns Within the piy

. Avollebility of Lunding Orott
Ga Boat «nd Bhore Rept

7 Bout Bn

8, Boat Bn = Allotment of Opuet

S Shore Dutics When Bout Ba 48 {sed

10, Lubour on Beughes

11, Nuved Representutive Asuhope
12, Remerve ot gturf orficers

18, Observers

14, Arp Phntos

18. O% Equipment ~ Disposnl

16. Linison with Fr Boata, 01G70.1
17. aAdr Bupport

18, A'my Cooperation Airorurt

19, Licison Airopaft

£0. 8tervoso:pes

21, Ouptured Enemy Hquipment

22, AAPIU Persunnel Attached

g3, ¥d arty

24, Tk . oun For Ooust Defenge
26, Engr Hesourses

£6., Traffic Control

27, B8igs ~ Line Comnunioution

28, 8ics ~ wireless Gomminigution
29. Rﬂtions

20, AABO Personnel sllotted ts & Div
51, lobile F¥a Bukery ,

33, Mediosl Orgenisation in Bauchhrud Ares

33, Medical Qomt'orts geple

a4, ADMB Pool of yos

350 : Btl‘&tchex‘ﬂ

a6, Thiomin

3‘70 ' n&n’lﬂhdﬂ

a38. Burbeprs Tools

%, Propellunt Qhurgeg = 3 Inoh Mortupr
40. Grenudes 36M

41, + 303 Vickers NG

SECTION III - TACTICAL METHODS D LESSONS

APPENDICEE - gee Schedule of Appendices.

NOTE: LppxXE "AM to YEY upe in front covep,
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9 AUST DIV REPORT ON OPERATIONS
2 OCT 43 - 15 J&N 24

SCHEDULE OF APPENDICES

Dispositions ue ut 16 Oct 43

Dispositions as at Last Liéht 18 Qct 43
Dispositidna ag at 28 Oct 243 |
Dispositions as &t 16 Nov 43

4 Bde Advance ~ From 5 Dec to 20 Dec 43

Alr Operations

MTB Operutions - From 2 Oct 43 to 15 Jan 44
Table Showing Jap Unite East of SI0 Involved in
Operations Against 9 Aust Div - From 22 Sep 43
to 16 Jun 44

Orcer of Battle 9 Aust Div us &t 15 Dec £3



Ref Heps 1/25,000 (second edition) series.

1a
2
LT
4
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9_AUST DIV REPORT ON OPERATIONS.

8 00T 43 - 16 JAN 44

HAPE RIVER
LANGEMAX BAY
SATELBERG
FORTIFLCATION POINT

MAP REFERENCES OF PLACE NAMES USED

5. MASAWENG RIVER WEST

6s WALINGATL

7o XALASA

8. CaPE KING WILLIAM

8¢ SOBARNHORST POINT

06 BICO

place Sheet Noe ¥an Rel,

260 6 £7 90
ARNDT DOIND 3 62 66
BASGLUD 6 63 71
BLUGHER POIHT 7 43 99
BONGA 4 63 72
BUTAVENG g 59 53
C4®Z SIBIDA 4 69 79
COCONUT RBACT 4 616 764
COCONUT PIDCS 5 554 650
DREGET HAREOUR 2 64 49
FINSCEYATREN 2 62 &7
FIOE _ _ 5 B4 69
FORTIFICLTIOY POLINT & 68 83
CARASDYT % 57 &7
GIBISEHAU POIRY o 6p 41
GOTOYA EEACH o €045 646
GEEEN RID3E 5 £59 647
ZTURUNKOR 1 66 69
GUSIK & 62 %5
HARCERERERG POINT 8 38 0O7
ERLOSRACH 3 61 65
HILS S200 3 55 66
HOIPUA b 47 81
HISIXA & 56 82
FIVEVLIENG B 56 64
EiTaBa " 20 @5
KATARDG ’ B 61 &8
YEMELGIDT POIWE 4 62 %o
EAmMT, v 432 20
K&DITS 3 6L 6%
KAW3ARTA 6 43 95
KEDAY DBACH 2 622 5o
KELANDA o 23 19
KEASTS ¥ "g- 63
KITLTGTIS 4 GL "y
HTAVIA 3 55 . 53
KWELIBU A E<  b%
Laicia . 1 £23 718
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Placa Shaat No. Mep Ref,
LAROMA 4 b9 78
LAUKCH JETTY EBACH 3 615 640
LOGAVERG 2 61 52
HARARGD 3 52 66
MAIANGEQD 3 b3 68
MASAWERS 2R 4 584 813
HORNG 5] 61 62
TAYRARTRA 10 48 43
RAUDA 7 o9 08
NORGORA ) 68 70
Xor=H #1L.L 3 62 59
ROZ3E 7 38 €5
PsBY 4 611 717
PLLANED 3 65 67
PELL IOZL b 86 71
DD HITL 4 627 Y11
DO 3 G2 &8
B = 2 0L8 693
2, : g obb 407
LER S 230 208
2 9 10 415
s 4 625 734
R LAz 2 605 5850
P NASAVERCG 4 584 808
R BAGA 8 GSo 1326
R 8iKL 3 621 G669
R EOR3 3 623 678
R SOVIL 4 609 773
R QU3JA S 614 628
SATELBERG 3 b4 66
SCATLET BEACH 3 622 675
SCALARTFORED DOIND 9 55 40
SIALULT BEACE 8 844 18
NET COVE 3 €21 670
SLEGINT 2 60 &5
320 10 43 £5
8151 5 €5 64
OIZEPLE TREE HILL, 3 548 €48
TIXBULIM PLANTATION 2 50 E3
TIRTLODO 1 67 57
WALINGAT BELCH & 455 930
LANDOKAT b bl 88
WARE0 b 56 T
VASTTIENG 2 . Bl
L1858 4ILI3 4 580 718
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FECGLION I =~  NARRATIVE DR BVEMTS

IMTRODUCTION

‘On 3 Oct 43, FINSCIMAREN fell and a new phase began 4n the
saqpadizn on the HUON PEWINSULA. R :

In enti~ipation ot the cepture ¢f PINSCHHAFEN, Comd 1 Aust
Toops visited Div 1iQ at I BUNGA on 1 Qct and issued the following
verotl orders, subasecuently ocontirmed on 5 Qot in 1 Aust Corp-
0p Instr Ho 6.

9 aust Div wus to -
b) Levelop FINSCHHAFEN @8 u Base Sub Area f.

3} Guin eontrol of the eust coast of HUON PENINSULA up
to und i.reluding 8IO

;ai Dere... FINBCITIAFEN

‘ Ti.c evenss 'rom this cute onwerds until the capture of BIO on
I Jur 44 rall Ante five maln phasecas '

PHASF 1 Reinforoement and preporation for offensive by
goth sidea £ Qat = 15 Got, '

PHASE 1L The eneay attempt to retske FINSCOHHAFLN 16
Ont - BB L‘-Qtr

PHsaR 111 Reorpanicaiion upd redistrinution af faraec in
- prepaprgtion for oup affengive 89 bgt -~ 15 lov.

PIIASE 1V The itaek 18 Nov = R0 Dea,
" PHASE V The purgult, and the captupre of 8I0 81 Dec -
15 Jen 44,
| EHASR L
Reinforecement & g e ‘np orfensjve oy both sides
) - R Qoy = 18 gat 45

Sitngtion - Own Tronpa

For the copture of FINGOUHAWNy Qomd 80 Bde hod concentrated
his three ona in the R BUMY area, le6ving anly 8/43 Bn to protiect
the BOARLFEY BEAQ. maintensnee ereg, Thie bn was disposcd with cne
¢oy in HORTH HYLL upe¢ eovering the aﬁproaoh from the north elong
the cosstal trusk; one goy astpide the treck west of KATIXA covering
the direot route inte SUARLET BEAQH fram the BATELBERG directicn,
ond B/4% 1 Jea two eaya on the RATELLERG track, with the forwaxd
00t ovoupying JIVEVANEN: VIILAGE ares.

Bitustlon o Premy

During he 20 Bde edvence on FINSCHH.AFEN, the enemy had been
wit lrawing hia forcep from the arca south of R MAPE via the inlard
track TIRIMORO - GURUNKOR -~ YUMAWA *o SATEL3ER.. By 2 ont, tip
wmove had been completed, und with the neval garrisor which had
withdrawn from FINSCHHAFEN, the cotsl enemy strength in PATELRBERG
area, after £llowing for casualties suffered from B3 fep %a 1 Oat,
wvas opproximately 4,500

At the sare time, substentisl reinfoppements wepr maved down
the saapy hy gea enl overland, tq BATELHER}, Thip fappp tnfglled
8,200 and censisted prineipaliy of HQ 80 ply, DIV tpoops and 79 Inf
Regs,  They had teen engaged on pogd wopk 1. BOGARJIM apey Dbyt

attep tie landing av LAH, wepe ordep yo move ab ange b9 PLNBGHHAFL |,
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1¥ oy purge &nd purtiy on foof aad between 3 = 12 cet were

Gy ing In WARRC opna via the overland track fron KALASA.

The <nemy resisted strongly w1l our attempts to advance on
SATELITRG, and Xig generel intenticn in shic phese peers to have
been o build up his serength and prepars fo» rig counter ctfersive,
aimed at the pecupiise of FIUSCHNATEN.

¢ Dda onertinns Het

re srrivel of Div Hg

o
by

o & iessige sent to Comd 20 Dde befors iae fall of PLIYGHHAFRN,
“he Div Gound hed stresard the importance of t:~ early capture of
CLABLBRRG, a:d with this object. and in view of the increasing eaeiyr
£2%2vity on the SATELBERG uruck amd in the coastal scctor north of
fIC/d.ET BEACE, Comd 20 Bde began an immedint: redispogition a: his
¥Yorcen, The Rde Comd's plan was to relieve 2/43 3n lesgs twn CO¥S
o SL. CATELBERI track by 2/17 Bn., The whole of 2/43 Bn would then
2c available fcr the close proteciion of SCARLET BRAGH from the norgh
and west, ana 2/17 3n was 5 press on west glong the track from
1T VAR and capturc SATELECRG.

The cxecution of this plan was interrupted ty offeneive @ciicn
by the enemy. On 1l Oct, A C.y 2/43 Bn et JIVEVANENG hed been
lsolar~i £, e encmy foret which outrlanked their pogition fo the
no:ch and got urtride the S4TELBERG trick in their reegp to iae east
ol the villuge, Severul attemnts to reli-ve 4 Coy were uisuceessul
and eventval 7 on 4 OQct the coy, under instructions éropped %o the.
ey tuc R sircrart, rejofizd ihe main oody Dy wicving snuth of the
gneny position on ¢ wther track, While 1s0inted the ccy repuirel
NILZMQuE enenyy atiacks, killing at least 5¢ Jap3 &nd voundi:g mmny
wrs,

xt wus now zhparcnt that the enemy wers in strength on the
CATELALIG track; and to drive on SAYFLERDG «lcxg that eris would pe
£ long and cogzily taglk. Comd 20 Bde *nerefore descided to atte.ps
en dustlanking moveaent to the south. on 5 Oct, accordingly, 2/L%
Bn less tWo coys woved by m steep native Pud up to KUgAYa village,
wnich they occupied without oppesiticm, The seizure of this
feature brought geveral tacticr™ elvantages, and aleo somz Ciffic-
ulties; it cut the mein enemy irlurl route into SATELBERG froa tre
gonth {Ehough &n elternative truck cxissed via MOKENG snd MARARUo),
all ga<e gond odbiervation up to SATELBER: ead access north ro
SATELBERG ru and thcnce to the SATELBERG HeIGHT itgel:i, Bu* L.z
very fuet of its positicr on ihe enemy inlund withdrawal route from
PINSCLILIEN, 1te tactical value, and itp importance to us uu &

- eusply dump uren required thai et Zeast one coy rewalped to hotd the

érea oI the treek junctinn and rrotecs it ozainst any cnemy atvack
irom t'iz sonuth. Thus the farce avsileble to €4ploit norsh

{ werds SATELBFRS was Very smell, and when it of-uck s21id enemy
~iposition on 6 Oct north aof FIRAA, 11ttlc further progress was
e ssible, . i

“ne cther difficulty was maintenance: t.e engrs at nncsz
pegin work on & jeep track through KIASAWA up to KUMAVA, and
eveatually resched the villege. but it wag al best an extremely
ecee™ dry-weather track, and during iis eonstruction, and’ iz wey
wea .uer; it regquired numerous nagtive Lortere assisted by detuy of
otner vnits to keep supplies up.

Col 70 Bde now decided L) incregse the Dregsurg towurds
SAYEIRTLY, Sy moving 2/15 Ei to KINawa snd conceutruting /L7 Bn cn
the BATELBERG trecl; lewv:n. the brotection of FINSCHILF=N t- 245
4n 1o the SIHRALS w.oe., with Soys forward at TIRIUNOKC and on ke
noth punk ¢ U JAEE, wmll ko 22 Zn, disposed south of X MAPE in aver
BUTWWERS - LOGAYEMNG. sccordaingly, two coys 2/17 Bn .rlieved 2,55
Bn in JIVEVAEFNG arew on 6 Oct, and on 7 Qct 2,25 Bn begun to murel
noreh f'rom FINSCHHATER o LLTenllA. Before tl.eir arrivai, on 3 Q¢4
L% enemy Iavnched : heavy countercitughk omn B/17 B neor FUUAWA;
ub he nitack Teiled cimpletely, belng repui: 2 with heuvy Lafish.
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B/A7 3n followed up witik & Bacoessrul entdrcaing uttack on the
SATEIBERG track, cupturing a dominuting knoll, which they . Bubseo-
uently held against three heavy ond very costly counteruttacks ty

- the eaemys  But thrar further atiempts to wdvence wera skwororniy

rcsisted.

The sltustion when Aav Hg 9 Aust Div opened at FINSIHLAFEYT oL

19 Oct 43, W s that 2/5 Bn had teken over the KULuli Bector, B/~

Bn vas wb JIVEVANRI}: Doth ons facing strong enemy torzes will

dug int the BC/ILET ZELCH mai-tentice area somewhat weskly protected
by only one tn (2/43 Bn) and the lines of ecommunicutisr to b-:h
BQLA &0 JIVEVANENG uncertain in wet seathere ot this tiae heawy
ruir d¢id actually uake tiese tracks impessaoiz to jzeps end furthep
tdv: nee Wus hold un until supplies could be built up.

Forward ilove of KHn 9 Aust Div and_24 zde Gp

In order te ctrry out the orders issucd in 1 Aust Gorpe Op
insir I'o 6 (see para 2 woove), Co>md 9 Ausi Div wag authorired tn
sove to DPLISCHRAYWY the balance of the Div less nne bde group, ai
hig discretion, with the proviso thet the movenent of troops snd
the suvseguent maintonence of the farce from LAFE sres nust ro
within the capacity cf the craft af the Boat 3n 532 Regt 3 ESD under
oorinunt 9 Aust Div, assisted by whetever craft 542 Dopf, under enmd
US.S0S A€v Lage LAE, could weke available.

I% was thus necessary to decide whui nurber of crafi cotld be
spa:cd fram naintenance of the FINSOHHAFEN area for tr. moveaent cf
unite Torward tros LaE, und what scele of reserves it was necessary
te build uwp in the ftorwsrd area. It was also necessary to deteraine
the ost suitable priority of units for the torward :ove uné the
ullocution or the crart avsilsole. the situation at PIISCHHATRM
wele it eclewr tunt uore righting tro.ps were required for+Ward sas
gurly us pussible; out tiet necd hid to pe bulanced age.n8t tne
reguirenerts or uduinistrative waiis to develop the oase wnd to

auintain the force at ®ILSCHHAFEN z8 1t increased in size.

On 6 0ct the ryves by asea in craft of 6532 Regt (2 ESE) beg n
end contiuued steadil: until by 15 Oct the force at FINSCHHAFEN
conprised the fellivwing :-

&0v [{S 9 Aust Dly
E3 R ¥ Juet Div
2/12 .8t Fu Regt
2/4 fust Lt AA Bugt (lema one bty)
HQ VAR 9 Aust Div
2/3 sust F'd Coy
Det 2/ Awct Heeh Ecut Coy
HQ 20 iust Inf Lde
2/13 Aust Inf Bn
2/15 Aust Inf 3r
2/1% iust Inf 3n
EZ 24 hsust Inf Bde
8/28 Aust Inf Bn
2/32 isust Inf on
2/43 Aust Inf Rn
2/2 Aust G Bn
2/3 Aust Pnr 3n
22 Aust Inf Bn

On 10 Oct Adv H? 9 aust Div opened sn the noarth shore of
Lans™: 0K BAY, end rclicved 20 Bae of respanaibillty for meintenunge
‘n FINSCHHAWEN snd the adninistration of the many suounits and
suppuriing troops in lhe ures,



-

Div Comd aypf-eeiated that the vital ground in the aree wea

i) SATEI"ERG mountain feature
il) The long nervow ridge running west fram GUSIKA
on the coast to WAREO.

i
(¢4

Along this letter ridge ren & trock which the enemy Uged 4o
carry suppllies brought dowvn the coest in barges, tn hig troopa
snlani in the WAREQ - SATELBERG arca. Possession of the ridge
woul. deiy the enemy excellent observation of the coastline as fat
south a8 DREGER HARBOUR and cut one of his supply.reutes from the
coesh further, WAREQ, at the western end of the ridge was itself
on & 2600 £t plateeu which domin:sted the entire k SOUG ViLIEY and
she country inland from SCARLYT BEACH aB far west as the SATLL3ERG
HEIGHT. It was £lso the Junctisn point of many important trecks -~
notsbly the Jup inlend track Tron: KALASA, She track from the rich
EURE Gistrict centred on KULUNGTUFU, und several routea down to the
coust at GUSIKA, KALICIA und LAKONA. From WARFO also radiated
tracks to SATELBEKRG, raloNKO and HNOMNGORA - all of them routen of
supply for enemy forces in these locelities snd cf accesg for the
eneay to attack our forces in the SCARLET BEACH aud FIISCHHAPEY .
_AreuB,

The capture of the GUSIKA - WAREC line woulé therefore tofh
secuzie the PINUSCHHAFELR area and provide the ground fro: wvhich en
cffensive cnuld be launched to drive the Jups fro.. the east coass of
BUOK PENINSULA ané captwe SI0, which wers the two operational taskas
given to thc Div, While the eneny held 3ATELBERG, howeve:, the '
leit flank of & drive for the GUSIK' ~ WAREO line would ve opezn to
attack, and the Div Oszd & plan therefore envisaged two prelimina: -
moves vefore the advance on WAREQO :

(a) The captare of SATELBERG.

(b) The control of track junctions in BONGA area %o cui e
enemy suraly line to the coast and opeir the WARLD “en:iire
' to attec- rrom the east by the spur along which the
sraci ran froia GUSIYA.

By 11 (=%, 24 -"e was beginning to mrrive at FINSCHIAFEN ~nt
DLT¥ Gcd reallotted areas ol responsitility as follows ¢

Norths 24 Bde (2/i3 Bn, 2/5 Pnr Bn)
Centre: 40 s¢e (2/13, 2/15, 2/1.7 Bne)
2outh: 22 Bn

The bouwdurles of the centre sector (with the norih secior)
ron incl roud SATELBERG — JIVEV..LEl. thence all excl road i, norihern
edge HELDSBACH PLANTATION thence to ARIDD PT: the boundary wiik
south gector wus inel R LAPE. Tasks alloited were as followa -

24 Bde - To vrotect SCARLET BEACH area in depth sguinc¥ ony
enexr otteck from west or NW, end with noi legs thtad
iwo coys tu gain control of track junciisng vieinisy
BOIGA.

20 Bde - To continue precsure towards SATELBZRG with & view
to its capture,

%2 Bn - To protect area south R MAPE, il JOGAVENG and
landwerd defence DREGEE iARPOUR,

The remainder of 24 Bde had no! yet movéd from LA., bus 2/28 Bi
on errival I4 €34 came under comd 24 Rd: end 2/32 Bn on arrivai )15 024
sane into dily reserve in area R QUOJA.
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T2e reorgonisatlon of the force end ‘the other preparsiiens
medevsary to exccute thls policy were still proteeding when o
wvilzize from nany iources indlcated strongly thet an enemy atled®
an.; immasnts It was appreciated that the nitack wlght come “-¢

.cnd or seay or rossibly a combination of both, snd that its objsut
worid pe %he recepture of FPINSCHHAFELN.

20t probability of such an er2:y move had been fovrsseen hy the
DXy Gord, and underlined by inerceping evidence of Btrong eneny
reinfordenenss arriving in the 1AREG arew. He had hoped %o untici-
inke th: eneiy in resuming the offensive, bub as it now seemed
cergaly that the .nemy would oe ready first, orders were is: god ox
L3 ¢ct; laying ‘own *he policy for the def'ence of PINSCHHAFES. Ths
priicipal vointas were ;-

, 2 Certelin defined vitel ground to be held at 21l costsn.
‘b’ 2fence in depth,

Y T.ozal wobils reserve to be maintained in cacl sectas
Ccast watchingy stations snd blach d-fenceg *» be
organised from incl SCARLET BEACH to URFGEXK i[AREOUR,

-

b
a

- r——

S iy

Tre ritul ground to be held ai &lX :ests ircluded the frack
3 o83 1= rnzar BONTA; NORTH HILL; the higk gecund about iwy mllieh:
were 9 GCADLFT BEACH between R- 50MNG and SATELBERG track nesx
JIVAVAIENG, KULWAY TIRIMORO area; BUTAWENG; LOGAWENG} and i32 keih
3 Tase snl harbour areas LETGER HARBOVR. Yo coys 2/2 uG ma
weo. placid cnder Comd 20 Bde, ons coy under Zomd 24 Bde.

Lt A2 gurs sited on th: beaches were riv:n a é:al role of .
beackh (27znv: and cdditionel grs were brought from inland rositie
o fTicnel the Aefelrces, ~nf 2 pra were aited along the coast, =
aoart woiching and chalizsnging stations orgenised Trom elements of
2/4 MG Bn, Lt Ad; /12 Pd Regt ond inf B echelons, Al)l these
disposivions .wre %o be completed by 1700 hrs 16 Qot.

2/$2 Bn, on arrival 15 Oct, was to come into div reservc.
whe only other wvnit in div reserve at shis time was 2/2 NG Ba lecs
three cnyc- The tisk of protecting FINSCHHAFEN and the shorteze
¢> inf va3 a constant kandicap, throughout this stage, not oniy to
+rfensive and counter-offensive operations tut also to the creztion
cr &r. adequate daiv reserve. Both 2/13 3n snd £2 Bn were committed
to the prylection of FINSCHHAFEN from the west, and 2/32 Bn, ir
dlv persrve 1in k QUOJA arsu, hud on: coy at short notice as mogijie
regsrve for coastal defence in the AxNDT PT arec. 20 Ede hoé no
resurve Uysully availuble - in fret its only troops Mot commitied
w.re 2/1& Br legs twa goys, at SIifBaiic. 24 Bde had, aB bde reserve,
er.y 2 .3 Bn lesgr ons 8oy, of which one eoy was dispoged for beach
defence on TSAPLET BFEACH.

U~y2ver by 1700 hours 16 Oct. 811l preparations peasiblic hed
oe7: made br meet the expscted enemy attack. The disposiiisas oo

cuv %L ous are shown on Map Appx "AM,

o . .
WalingeLenne

w the first day of the landing on STARLET BEACH 22 gsp, 45
cays' #wpplies had been landed for 20 Bde GD. From thet gate,
FLilBCHHATEN was resupplied solely from LAE arca, by 552 Regt ES3
4"t vnder Comd 2 Div, our of reserveas brought by LGRe from BUNA.
7.e necessity for carrying units forward to FINSCHHAFEN in the seme

ureft stlll further compliceted the maintenance pgsition. The

gvef resy efforts could not safely guarentee¢ to psplace an exdeniisuzs
ox . an2 than 600 rounés of arty ammuniilon peg @ry, and &t oxe e
only *jo days' balanced rations fop $he forge vere heid ferward ¢,

T FLBOMEAFDN The difficu_tleg o pupply ind mainsenance weszg

funthen ingiecased by the irpeg:ilerity and ynpertainty of delive=to
Yo AR bry8s A% one stage, stocks held at G BEACH and LAR &2
Area tegethen pepreaented only § days® peserve: and fpom ke e
stocks repertas Lay ba ge bullt p at FINSCICIAFEN,



The tranaport of vehlcles forwerd wus eepscially difficult, wuud

- this resulted in a genersl shortase of venicles end workshop ruciliti
<~ in FINSCHHAFEN, which remuined escute until lute Dee, Even in cun :
- there was still & number of 9*just Div vehicles at G ERACH bectus:

. oraft were mot available to bring them forward,

With the arrival of HQ 9 Aust Div ot FINSCHHAFEN, the Div

H&intenance_ Ar¢a was lold oufeso that 1t could be subseguently develo:
~ developed into & Buse Sub Ares,  EKEDAM BEACH was developed tc
~maintain dumes in FINSUHHAVER ares, and LAUNCH JETTY BEACH opened

to supply MELDSBACH area, later destincd %o become the Div Main:enane

~Arca as pBast Sub Ares toak over at FINSOHHAFEN. SCARLET BE/.CH
. then became merely & forwapd supply beach for wnits in the crea, erd

was gupplied by sea from FINECHHAFEN stocka,

.‘ "‘/‘ -

. '.;.'_-:‘
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PHASE II
PHEHY AUTTLGT TO NETALE FINSCIELWEN

16 Cct - 23 Qct

wemy 3ituation and Intenticns

the dispositions of the enemy force on 16 Oct, just before hic
aonnter offensive began, are shown on Map .»9X nat attached. con-
fira-tion of the enamy’s intentions had been obtained in a docunent
taken from the body of a Jap Officer killed in a patrol clash near
GUsIika on 16 Ozt. '"hic was 4 copy of 20 Div 00 ilo A 329, igsued ¢
JADYIBERG on 12 Vet by Lt Geun iLi?AGIRI, Corid 20 Div, Pirat para of
this repd - _

"after dusk on X Oot the main stireungih of 79 Laf Regt will

attack the enemr in ARtuT *? area from the north side. ‘the
assanlt boat Butal will penetrate through the north soadt of
AREDSY PT on the night of X vay®.

In a later gara it was stated:-

u¢ pay will be decided on ¥ minus 1 day at 2200 hrs and a Tire
will be seen or 20 minutes on the JATELILRG N L3 00 R

Units were to light similar fires in thelr aresas to acknowledg
receipt.

¥aps axd Operatlon Orders captured later shoied that the <nom;
nad plenned three ce-ordinated attacis:-

() A "diversian" in the north, by iwo coys ‘79 Inf Re:t adr-
‘ancing south Trom BONGA, gupported by a counter battery
progr:iae, valch for some reason vwas nover Tired.

(b} . sesborne attack : a force consisting of 10 Coy 79 Inf
Regt and a det of 20 =ngr Regt, liberally equipped witn
explo-ives ani denolition chargese, was to ciove in burges
down She coart from IAiBaRITA, and lund on SUARLELY DL.LCH
.. the night of X day*. instructions tc this TOIYA

paiewi wal (boat penetration tal) stated "ammnition &uuipt
artillery pocitions, tanlks, enely HQ moored boats, barvuac
ete =zhoul. be 3elected as objectives’,

(c) The main landward attack : 20 Div was to attack eagtward
from SATILRTRG-TARTO area, with B0 inf Regt astride
SARTLOERG road, and 79 Inf Regt to the north. Objective
of 80 Inf Rept were snown on a captured L:ap as HELIGIAUC L,
north end HFLDYBACH FLAWIATION, and our arty positions il
the area. 7he »lan of 79 Inf legt was shown in an 00
igsued 16 Oct, as follows:

v LM as5Hu04 Butal (79 Lnf Regt) will charge in and
uttack und annihilate the eneny located north of
AT ERY.

2 on, on the left, was te break through our defences to-

Wards 3UaRLET B2asH, '"mop up the enemy along the right be
7 L0MG" and then prepare to exploit southwards.

3 Bn, on the right, was to follow 2 3n through the breact
in our defences, ané shea "attaei with surprise the enem
in LVINA fron the reur snd onnihilate them'.

X Day, a8 statcd by this Operation Order, wus 16 Oct.

The Enemy Attack

All unite of 9 Aust Div hud been ordered te post seniricr to
watch for the fire on SATILBRRG, which according to the 20 Div 00,
vas to indic-.te " minus 1 Day*. lio auch Yire was obgepved, 21.
sinoe 1% »ained heavily all night 16/16 Cct, 1t is doubsful whetl:
a five was.ever gtacessfully lit, and quite certain that £~ . 17 o
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ety fires were 11%, in acknowledgement. This ey, perhens,; . .vE
y=en She »eacoa for a ceriain lack of co-crdinetion, aud &a. ap &N-
enbh visviidng, iw the warious enemy drivea.

The inforaatic. cuceivrl from higher authority about signs of
L oirpending atuses 9y "aw enery civ' gave no indication oi Ui
proaable nutur. of ke offunsive, it hed been suggested thai i
ert he £ WS, 1y 2esc . ne a’teak by 8 Mdiv.zlon of ships!, and Ju
any oag., e 21 Co.d asd to be preparcd; threaghont toi period,
Por ¢ @ uern2 Giereen or falt-geale gszault; coordina.edl vith oa
copr . 2r-.0”"ensive cn 17nd. h2 gwnaplt of PIUS JHMNAREAN and

Lafo ¥ AN a0 asainsy an attewnited eneay lanceing wag cr Sant souwvee
o2 e-hgsrh, W27 u Firain on the Div's resourcet of Lroups and nulie
atle wToome.

A% 050C hes 16 $st, 5717 Tn owear JLIVAVANTES, wods heavilr
at-ackew by 2neny estiaated at o2 c¢-vv, prosumadliy from 00 Regl,
whom .hey repulsed with heavy lnzzes. Firhtins ccntiunned i tha
aves all 4ay. and at one stage o1 enawy Torce gJot sstride the road
2531 T GGG bat were wrive r ovt by ~ vigorous csounver w.iack.
a6 LIud nours a.proximately two enernyy coys, Supported ny a "I na
Zut, again attacked .. om the wyest, Lt wers finauiy rzpulized after
teo hour's heewy figh.il.. 3y mightfall, she eneny attacke had
»ste1ad ous, thourn elawnis were believed to ve <iili inm thu area.

The encey "dive.eciopn” Ifrom the tiorth in thz codstal zgclbor wes
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3 -trrl skicnizhee near GUBIKA on 13 Q¢ 227 was nch recognised ac
& % of the sitect uatil the eneuy ordvr wii cupture..

2 aipgnt 16,17 Oct was quiet until 0800 hour:z when & neavy
tadding raid began on PIUSCHHATL areu, conti.uing ror an heay
aul Cring ne dome e whatever. “hi~ ..:zralded tiie seagbor..e otack.
St "M415 hourps th.2e b .roges anproached SCUIY 32aCH, giiding in
with motors mufled, zloce wo the aortaern cape. Quing to rain
=nd farkness and the noise of ~he £xri the borges viere not detecr’dd
wntil they were nod detected until Ihey vere clczs to the mouth of
2 80T “her were then engaged &t point blank range oy “orera &na
1.6z and ritles cf 222 3n, assisted by 37 mm and 50 cul HiGe of a
det o 532 Regu T LA "wo were disavled on the sand spii &. in:
«Mmih of the -2+ r; +the third wos hit but managed 3o reiract and
;sudrat. narth an tee coa”t, carryving oinny casnzliies, to judpe Trod
sag lioise, ‘9 epna., sere ki"ied on the t 2ach and their wecxzons aor
ernisr nt- anrsured, incilvdi.g gany demnlitica charges,; mines ar
banr-tlore Lol deuT28. v5 enerrr ascaped across the npou*™ o
rive. inbe the jungLe o7 the uupeth bunk bHut vere mooped t.p -uring ..ae
dgr by poouocls of /405 B, CThe ceeb rae arm of the atlac!l - s trisa

comg..£ ne rilure.

C.. IF Jet: the mein enewmy landward attacs: f-om Lhe west began,
ané waz pressed with g.oa® vigour anu persisience for 3ix dars. I
is nov ciear Snuv on 16 Cot ti:2 eneny” had been pas.ing a lo.ore inusee,
probably the wnel. of 79 inf e t ¢, briween tne wicel - disparsaC
Ceziand coys of 2,3 Zar 3n, .1%0 & concsatration areu abori ong uille
viegt of Ailllsite Patrols from tue 2/3 2nr Bu nad nad several «lashen
with =i.211 eneimy parties on 1. Let, inGicatinag increaged ene.y
antivity in this sector. 1% was not possible to acsens cocurately
what strength of ent.yr was Lnvolved. it was ressonably clezre; hou-
evew thait the enamy purties encountered were probably aavanee and
fiar¥ cuards screenir: the easuwerd mlovesiy of u concideraule Josen,
Tndicatio. . vherefore pointed to concerted enesi: tiivusis alorz the
exin of the SATIIRAER" ROAD and from the west cowards SCARLIT 2iatid.

at 1100 hrs 17 net HQ 2/3 Pnr Bu, cou the high ground west of
TACIN., wee Lzavily atiaciked by about one cacuy coy. The attacsh:
2e3 repuleed, bnt spaswodis fighting cosntinued 'n the area ail oay;
as lag* licht a second eivroag atitack waa lunnzhed, which broge intao
the defeneive amreu and forved the n Hg to withlvrew into the £/83 Un
perimeter at LATIKA. thue leaving the three Torward co d Tu the high
ground further wect without line commumicatione, anu withont a
secure supply route.
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iomd 24 3de decided to employ nart oo hiu bde reaerve, nanely
4o ecys 2/28 Bn. eurly on 18 Oct to -lear up the zituation .28t of
ACIKA ard re—essablich comunications with the tiaree isclated coye
of 2/3 rnr Bn, In order to kefp SON@ resurye, if the enemy prest d
hiz abtecks, 2/43 Bn wus ctaer~d to withdraw its troops from ihe
CUSLiL\ — PINO Hiil area, and to nold two coye in reserve to aove '
south of R 30KG if required. She withdrawal of thece Troops vasl
. otrerely dlfficult, over 5 miles of difficuli jungle Serrain in
depkness and rain, However, by f£irst light 18 Oct, the two -oyu had
reached R S0IG mouih.

The night 17/18 Oct was qniet, and in view of the deleat of tud
of the erenr's drives, and the cnemy's spast.edic and ajparently uzco-
ovdincied eProrss ui ihe western flank, vhe DLv Cowd denlded te
ree e the inatlinsive. O evs w~re accordingly iszu 3 2arly 2.
i8 “iet Tor 2« Bde to regain effective ¢onirol of th: area he’ . bv it
hefc-e L batile “egan, aund to prepare zlans fur ilhe . .pture of ths
gron:x, norin of R 30u( in NORGORA arez i ar-oaration for au auvinee
on .A\xZ0. 295 a2 was W& exert pressure towerls SATTL3TRG and gain

 grounu vherever *possible. Before ithese orderg conld he iunleweated

however, the eneny precipiiated Lhe neaviest ighi.-ne of ihw bat ie.

The Babtle for HAYLia

At 1020 hours 18 QOct, us 238 An wae yrorming up o0 the upur uest
cf Lim_.uA for its counter-nttack, =nd 10 ainutes pefore it. siart
t me, the enemy laur:hed a heavy and uost detepmmined attacik o the BL.

Thig spur was one o1l fil enemy's primarv obtjestives, and fiepaoe Jigabe .

ing contiaued until 1240 hours, in wilch the €02y suffersG very
heavyr -agualties and mrdie no headway atv all. rae firect frountal
ctteek wab reSmmed Several times during the afternoodh, with further
hea-y losses to the caiemy, bul 2/28 Bn stood Tirm, thelr own capua i~
ties being remarkably light.

vagnvhile the eneny had been making nrobing avtacl:s on bott
flanks of t.c mein drive. Lt AA gune cispoged for the protection of
SGARL™ BEACH in the kunai South of R 30NG, ang Lt AA poz tions pro
tecting the £d fun area south of 7 L_KI, were both atticiked. The AA
gunners defended theuselves, firing Bo.ors guns over open sights au
point-blank range and Q@8ing small arme to good esiect. In the iatter
attack they were assisted by the 4 guns, £lg0 Tirling over Ope. cighie
at as litile as 400 yards range. 30th attack3 were repulsed, and 3
third heavy atfsciz on the gun area in the early arterno.n mei tne su@
fate.

Cond 24 nBde, veccognising that SCAZLTIT 3:=ACH was aopen t. ai.ack
from the weet besueen 2 LOIG and HATIKA, ordered the LWo co¥s 2/48 T ..
previcusly held in reserve at R 3G ronth, to take up positions 1n
the cap an¢ link with 2/28 Nn to the gor*h. They aprived in L.1°
to meet sn¢ repulrte a hea'y and delermincd epeay atwact cn T SR
BRAGi from the west. Pighting contrnued a_l the afi:inoew bul a1l
euay atienpts to penetrate .2re gefeated, During tn  oStuek, ae
LS neuar SCARLTY TDACH was under he-wy small arae and worl = i,
a1 it waz evacuated, 2ll the patients being ver~red -n crait cca
LoAPLET 3T to 2/3 ¢C8 at SiiTaliG.

During the afternoon, the eneqyy, though unsrhle to make any -
preasion on the 2/28 Hn pocrtions west of »Allila, succesd .d i out-
flanking the Brn by moving %0 the outh along the bed of R SIRKRI, ana
reached the sea at JInl UOV™. Orders were issued verbalr, end
confirmed later, by Div HQ, Shat 24 3ée was 1o hold at all costis
the “CAiRLES BEACH area fror: tath inel "URPH HILL - RACLAA. However,
in view of the threat to .ICARLZ? BEACH irom voth wes:c 4.1 south,

Comd 24 Bde infori-ad Div .Q that me was unable io inziude HATIKA 1u
his defences, and wae .ithdrawing 2/98 Du from nLATIXA ints e ve-.uster
extending from HORYH HILL southwards, wiiih @ “epib of 400/500 yardds
wegt from SCARLE? RZ.CH, and having its southera lang resiing on %«
smali prouontory just north of SIXI GOVE. Line cowrmication haowcen
Div HQ and g 24 Dde was thei cut by the enc Y, ané wirelecs remalned
ithe only means of coinaunication, apart frou ih?2 532 Regt TsB small
cre%, which continued 1o run to ICARLELY 573GH tnro suout the bavile.
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o= 37300 acurd 2/26 Bn had cowpleted itg w.thcreval .o the IcwW
perimeter witiout Interierence, and 24 Bd~ wers c¢oafident of teing
8¢ e nolA the enony a-4 prevent any peretration, tAere wWas ANy,
ho-over, an eneyy wadgs hetvisen 24 end 20 Bdas and the greate..t
Gapper g* this time vas that the enemy woulc 8Wing 3cu.h from KALIKA
nnd ~RE Prem SIesI COVE ard attack through the gur areac ané FLDSLAUGI
LadTAY T Gn Sorerdd AU JETEY.. I succeszrful. this meva Vovlc
heve aut off the 20 Bue units on the SATIRIRG voad and mads thein
stppl - precarious and *heir control Wy hiiher avther. b mast
Tiffiounlt, Heever, this 5ogsibllisy had deen fco2:2€. by the Div
Goid urd 2713 Bn ("ess two cuys) wos already cn the Joy Zrom
B NESHARSN, On their arrival in the IR JSBACH crea, 20 B.e wasg
crésred to use them o prevent any <7 .y penetration soutuwards Jrom
X 3751 teitween 94 aud §J sdes. Ore coy £,39 Bn was sliughiad ironm U
alocady slendep div reserve to com: under comd end re-inZorze £33
Bn Tcr thls nurjesc. During {he nizhe, 2/13 3n cn “h2 scuth of \
L 3IsY and immedintely Fast or its mouth renulsew hree znceLy ﬁﬁﬂ82k3

-

'y
1
H

vhich provea to ie she last attempis by the enemy tc strike scutur o
iroE 530 CRRK.,  He-nwhile the attacks %y 80 Inf Regt on £777 E.
hei et wi'ha little sc.cei3s and resolved themseives into a series oT
ermail skirmishes orn .ne west arl north of the bo perimeter. C-=2
~aetw R enenmy Gid, ovever suceeed in gotting astride SATTLBIRG
o~d east of JTVIVANTHG during aight 18/19 'ei, 2nd thus cut the
bn = Toil Ruup-¥ TOute, Put LF2ir mainteneic: was nol are ncice,
Silce LofTE 2 oted an aliernative gropiy frali further south Jhich
the - .+ k23 no® dir:cvered, I 97,5 Bn sector at LUNMALA, £71 had
Teer guiet. aud *he br wa- crieret to _4.orc’. aggresgives | LoWupres
8787 rmd tac JATELBLAG Tend. ir. *he suceceediug €ixg, & 10 1
offerzi-ce puipr~“c =ucerssyrully atticiied s2vers. enedy nest: and
penerzved desply s Ske vielind sy of 3ICL, Trere 135 ovl jercr thal ,
thiz gc._un foreced the fetashmant of further elewer s cf 80 Tuf Rugt o
%n gzrvengthen the threatcrd sgoitnern flank and 37 appro~ches to ¥
SATEIBR2Y, with & racuitar® dezr:as2 in the force availavie for ugs
against 2/i7 Bn, .

nhe situation of the three irolaied ccye of £/8 Por 3r as 10
Lo e’ aely known at ihie stage. as they were out 27 commniacniion,
mac R plensa nowever, had si_nted thom waving to iie zirerufi; etil
in wne posit.ons they b . been ordered to hslf, 2and avvnreniy nob
It @ fficulties; furthar, eaci c¢dy had 3 dayrs 1opliss and alyle
armenit.on in its area. -nd the only likely shortage iag waier,
-~ Div Toml now deciced that they vwer: no longer in a position oo
afPoct the course of tie battle and they were tc bpe withdravn,

T.r vhis vurpose, thsy were placed undew cord 20 +d:, +hich was
orlered ¢ contnct them ~rd arragge for theam to mov: Li:k gouth 3o
Tthe SAVILBIRG road. On 19 Oct, D floy *s2% up 2 position on the
~APELBTRG rcad east of JIVEVALEIIG, but 2C Bde arl PIT patrols wors

vazcle to locatz B and C Ceys ovwing t° the thick jungie mne cifficuly
wEurning Order: were to withdraw, as w21l as zmniion anl rationsg,
ve 2 theprefore aropue.: te th2 Coys by Tac X airerafi, erd on 71 L5

!

.ctz ccys moved east trroush *he enemv lines into the 24 Ede o leten,
Coy hed dlstinguished iftse’.i by buating ofiI n-uiarocs eneny oo ahar
atiscks on its position, killing more thar €0 JaF.s -~ a loss ct

only 2 men wounded.

w

Tarcughout k! : :riod, the lack of an adequafe div reserve was
using the Ti: Jord oornsilerable anxiety and cifficuliy, T =2 only

Lope -ov availoble were 3/32 Bn less one coy {with anoter coy ::111
ez o

g7za) and 2/2 W~ Bt loas turee coy: (witl 2lements et.gcged on
bes~% 3290ncs a7l cnast watohiag duiies to PINSCH JARBLUR ie1j.
Di- Jow.i 'z ceased ais reserve b, moving iwo coys £% Bn Irom soudn

o7 2 i, to come tnder co.d 2/2 &G ba at KAKA¥OG, but ke limlil a
res.rre evailcble remai:l 38 & great nendicep. Huvever, afvice wue

ve .:i~ed fro.. Co-Ts HQ o2 18 Oct ihat arrangcs2nis Pad be2n mede with
j$ ke.o to move £5 Bde in L3Ts frem L.B Yo FINSUHHAFZN, ETA on GOROWA
BE.sUH 0100 nours 20 Oct. The capliest that tie -le cculd - :ach the
fighting ares wculd e 21 Oot.

a

f: snrpt meh o g3 . Tile reserve for coass derence iy the ARt
~rr
e
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Qur Oounber atbuak

busing the nighd 18419 Oct tiere wes condiderasle znemy moves
et aloag i.e whole 24 Bde perimetesty — Ous arby, which he been
08.at1m: 2lly ir acklion for two daye und hhd alresdy wroughtinach havde
among the encmy, ~3p2cially 1o his mas-ed attacka on £/23 3n, ;
5:t1ght DR on several occasions, evidently with damagiug ct.cet g
“he cneiy who voiced his disiress. On the morning of 13 . :%,
Gruever, the eneny was unexmecte lly inaztive. He had srifesd
very hecry lesses in tho fighting on 28 Get, and seems also 3o
nave hed some difficulty in appreciating o:: gitusiion ascuraieiwr,
&0 00 icesacd Dy Col L.AYASHIA, Comd 7€ Inf Pegt, at 18T0 hours .c
Get suated:- -

“l,  the enemy north of ARNDT PT (04 Bde) is retreating t.
FLHECHHAYEY,  The enemy in front of IT Bn (i.e. 2/23 =n
at KATIKA) 1s stubborn,

2.  iain sirength of the Hegt will advance to the area soati
of EaTIKA and dewolish tie retreating enemy. "

AfSer withdrawal of 2/28 Bn from KitIra by 24 Bde at 1800 hours
vhich was effeeved withouut ~nterference, & further oreration crier
Was iesued by 79 Inf Re;d, timel 2320 hrurs 18 Qct:-

"1, The night attack on the KATI¥A positiorn was successful
"ith great fighting of the front line units, and captured
Z5 a2t 2000 hours. )

2. 79 Ini Regt will mop up the SOKG and AINDT 5T area as
already planned, A portion will seocure Tirmly aR¥DT P7
and A PIKA against the epemies in the direction of
HELDCSBACH. The main strength will be concenirated one
kils Kty and make preparaticns for the futurs aftadk;

ihe main strength was to be assembled and reorganiged In7 of
AATIKA for a final assiLult on HTLDSBAUH and subsequent advance to
TIRL JIHAFEH, Then for three dars the enemy failed to dttempt to
follcr up effectively waat sv-cees ne had gained, at consilderable
gost on 13 Qct,

ComG O L.st Div 2cy Timed®'ihd interhda boundary, iuck - 24
Ble, as L SILI, nnd 24 Bde was ordered while so:1ll olding arca
NOLT HILL~SCARTET T7ACH t¢ re-~vatablish sontact with contach with
20 EZ. and crive the enemy from the SIVI COVE-KATIXA arcu. .
~oco~ding ., Comd 24 Bde ordcred 2/23 3n tc recapture the Wi ground
200 yarde ve.v of AATIKA with: two CO¥ys aml to pairol south to P 3T4T
to eenlect /1€ Bn, .t 1600 hours the %wo ac s witi heavy moriar
suppor<, su:scezded in reachirng *heir oojective, pouiting the ensry
who attemzicd to oppcae them, and dug ir in goed positions on the .
spur.  The enemy pocke¢ Letween KATI%A and the egca waguthus almods \
20 letely enclosed. '

vre nignt 19/2U Oot was quiet, and again on 50 Oct the enery
remeired inuctive, thus allowing our counier measures and reorganiogs:
tion i{o proceed unhinderec. 26 Bde urrived safely in LANGTHAr BaY
d' -ing the night, ané arrangencnts vicre made to ferry the trocnc
icrward In ESB oraft to LAUNCH JETTY on 20 and 21 Oct, - Meanwnile,

n citempt by another coy 2/28 Bn to drive thc enemy from SIkT COVE
area and contact £/13 Bn, wa~n v.asucceasful owirg to atubborn enec::
resisiwnae;  however, in the afternoon, a fighting patrol 2/28 B 4id
reach R BIAI south of KATIKA, ocrtacted 8/13 Bn and returned laying
8ig calble, Iinc communication between biv HQ and 24 Bde was thus
- re-establis - 4,

Peorganisation

The following orders were issued by ihe Div Cond for 21 anl

28 Catg=-

{a) One bn 25 Bée (2/25 Bn rominated) {5 come into div regceive
area R NYOJA, .
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3 00, Was risd by"a**y“'l i1 I"O"‘!uﬂ.gﬁ
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,t’e-::::an‘-;r-_ witnarews '1" by tha

|" o
{2
. ‘ ‘,
[+
B
r

C.o
o
)
i ~t
F.J

The gap ”nlch ST
the 330" cuys 2/22 bil ol
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“on 20 Bie ‘se ector,” the enenz,r foree estri e Hhe a\”E.‘LB”f'C rc"ﬁ.
h..(‘ *ee"‘!.' sUroniy T 1nfo*'oe'1 ard wag well dug id-op a small fea%ure..:
0’.'r‘r-oo’£1 AL A n;‘ tracks * 9/17 beingheliesdy in gont: 2% -with enemy
reica’ 14 “th he west and north: of i%s nositlens was unahle to .spmare
tx 30);:3 tc hibeek & stvarﬁs -Zhid-Zeopen the 4rack; . -The eremy. position
was don.;‘is..e*ilwf‘ﬁo“tafed fron Lotr 2ast end wesi, and hravily sm1led
with gevedal regim it il oot ceTu,atﬁonq, net ghatiomsis- by D.Coy 2/3
""“ Eir £rom the eass <o clesr ihe position was unsvac 2zhfed, 2 _5
Bn were pasrolliing “rgrc_u ;*.'c.Ly with some success agalnst Lhery
Losts te the ::‘bf-“'n. of KUILEAS - udar®nile arrctigemerniis, hdd besw made
for GSH*“'"‘A'U Tugn €6 b Provgat Torward -Pubm KOROBT in iaree
BS'”‘S, Hn3 the °qn ‘arrived 1n w.mk.m.i. BAY night 20/21 2Jct. e
troapse "re"*e allro’ted a‘defq;"s‘ive role south of LANGI:AK | .n: in
TIMRULUL{ PTLALTATIC,  The pgmainder wers moved in LCis 3 KiTAH
BTACH then:s .-Q,.I_l.e _EQLA..

:"E}_E_}:—-‘"‘F rhEa ‘!:s 1

LN

The two uo&u 2, PE 3 ceét c” XATIXKA had been attaored repeatedly
and un:'-.'.c.cm}sft.. L b“t"k.(‘ 19..& 13 21 Ged, by small -~arties of 2reny,
bri in gevercly dize gEIBTY . bae.'vllo":ed thre é:zys e pasrc without any
rdon l:.ove, wh..le ounr f"ozu 25, . nu.. rs.c*'gr.r.i::eﬂ gnd ve:.:zfo;.cpr., rad
repalined {he im."c:."t.,, L &';1 20 the cnewy ait lergth resuvmed his
ettacks on 22 cet, 0.-rstz'uoum“ere well av_e *- deal wit: them, and
they were to ')fu'ye cq““ b <4 coastly feilure.

R | -

Cn 22 Qé‘i- in.acéorcrune with the Div bc.‘!d‘s orlcrs, 2728 Bn
Edvanood theirn 'r"s asT-‘-i'.w Ke™Ti4 trask west a’::‘i Tor 507 yards,
Tthus gain't"\g gﬂea‘:.s-: c’.ent:l Lrom qcp_RLE." EZAC H un?® the main coastal
tresk, - Tre ey @yy(8 Coy 79.Inf,Regh) offcrsd sons,opposition ovt
783 gulckly IVENGTNDe -..n.e“e is. e';.:.dnnf'e tbﬂh kG n nmove Cislocan L
the enemyfs nla-.'?. For an- Potq:r.:!: on "o:*_e"" p%- SIdin neo- the Treat™
¥ ding.point!, (ise, SCABLIY BEL ﬂ) oy CF Un WTIuTTUBEsh. A Tresh
Qr2reiion oru”“ iasued later on 22 Ou% ordsred; PIT

> —-

ro B FriarS -_..‘uEr

-—
i3

‘. Aty oy
1;_,81'- h 2o
»

. the erewr in #r.ab of 8 Czy (i.e. £/28 Pr) tefore & slring the
enemy T‘Oa* larding ppinth, Tre atisciz weg o Tagin ibour dusi.
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n positions astride hui‘n’a t7acks
Bi @ 34- mase sural b, down the tracy;
concentrated - rrut arty, mortars &nd FEE8; and repul.

Foul *l.a.l.?.:'e
hour+ & s£--ies or ialilirating attacks, all of which Jail
fags .f ir? erall apas Tirve ad _-_'rmxacxe.,.
zoacistenvlyt prundad probadble enein
arprscch. ard by miéaicht the enemy atiscks haa ccased, @
the remainder of the ni ht -ettin away his =
eRETN

By tials tume; the enewr's zarrec
BUDBLLNLIALLY aitered.

A% 1700 hrs 22 Oct, Comd 20 Div z
operation order,

wiich read :-

"l. The enegr x: rreduzlly increasin:
aresz. <The enenr Las
Th hey have their eves towzards ALEQ. & woruvzon
in ZJHAWA ares is 2dvancin; towerds SISL -
nElEHTS. The enemy is sizll construchin:
easy - weess w ARDT PT and TELDSHACH.

his streasun

1945 hrs 28 0¢L, under cover ¢f M3 fire, the eneay s
The Tirst e
wihich was f:ieu B

ATer this so tmacr. ihe, eneiyr atte-v.rwed four

znereassd his strenTih in R

Tronly

5321
2a *.:.:‘ h

several
ed ir T,he

Qur at- and «orts-
sssémnly zeas and lines of

24 he _Spent

xounded and scme oY hie

.

etzon of the situstio.. had

is8suelf an

iin AREDT PT
5°E3 crea.

of th2 znexy

SATELSERG
a position riamis

2. HAVASHIDA Butal (72 Inf ‘iﬂ"‘b) will aviack th. enemy in ths

' €ast of KATIXA at daybreak of the 23rd wid secure i‘i:-::;...v
.- Gie line -roin 1000 nrs execuie an aviacic o2 the el 'er*--'
. construe ;..:i.n-; Direcet the v_L....n stmeir. n 10

the posiiich.
it

the
viank ardt attack.?

3. Qther Butais #ili continue their present cuir®.
By this tie 2 and 3 Coys ¢f I Bn 79 Int Re b (nr 2suned 1o neve
T ~ been in div ressrve) had peea brou: >nt .nto the Da‘ut.;.::. Sus 1o ¢
- ~Z the orders wiven anove there wes 10 rurtner sin of offenrive
acviun by 1lis enamy uial the evenins of @3 Jct.

Durinr the day, 2+ 3de Zront vas readjusted.

2/43 a w=2a Life
»e3L0RsSinle Lor the .ree noria of R SOKE; laclusive TCAT: Hille 2723
B uetupied & gect. » axtenGinr 1000 yC@s south from R 30iWF and iinl ins
on *he lert with 2/32 Ba, whe held Trow inclusive SATIA tmzck souvh
To - S_g_‘[ waere a junciilon yoint was estaslisned with 2o Bde (2/48

Lo
B
- -
[ ]
1=
)
Lt‘

38itiun
aturaed o T.e au‘*:.e;.:_:-

Theze Jdoves haa -c::x:el Heen coaploted 2nd ke
orevaredicr Gefeace weall the edeay ©

]

loOO ar.:, the atiack GevelopsG 2 ainst 2/32 Br asiride znd
1ort1 01 vie KATIRA track. As uxpecied, the eael Macde Lo chiall 2
eiiler 1n has tacties or in hias line off approach, and cace uvaiin
only supnert caue Jroi heavy M. fi.a. 3y this timze, our own fire
20wer in this arez n2dé been =oeabils strenr_-:‘heneu, es-~ec:13.L oan
SOrLETS 4}..; Ii53s, and our '..rt.y had efifeclively reristerad th 1 new
de¥ens we {ire tasis; with the result th2% ensyy Casualiiag were

AT

1_&1..““&__..“ 1 hezvv. Neverticless lie l,er:-,.;s‘r,r-,-cl in & series of 2UiacE
of wervin- iz_tens:‘.:‘ o8t ol The mxushté none kad The slightest

mned. <. th
ite at.qok onn 24 Jct ©
28 ag ¢+ Y24 will do it

suczess. 3y this time the ensiy’s comicencs had
operation order ox Ii 3n 79 Iy Rest for
intention was rather Gifferently expras
wLmosy to Loy and talle these no"'tlons“

.

e

n L) w

on 24 Get %y and aurinv aizhi 24/27 0ct the 2ieil” persisteatly
zttzckad, in Lhe direct:on ol KATIXA f—-on the werd s.u_. B Initialilr,
these atiacks were escimait2éd to ve at Hu S'L-e.r_;: Iater ey ver:
‘reduced 1o cne anG two coy sceie. In £71 casa

..m.; :_nte:*_s:.ty of oux
erty and acrtar fire, suppolaaented . ing ssz.,.l aras., Tas W IS
Loy tie atlaclars.
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Lomins ths nisht 24/23 Obt, the enday Bilouzhi a 7i4d i up Blons ths
KATIXA teack to a position 70 yds fxdd our FDLst In thé morning it
vas see. ans —rompdly knteked out by Auf 2 pr (brourht Jorvard for
the yurposa), afier our IB:s had Kilisg 5 series ¢ eneny cunners
avbeapeing o man the fun.

The enesy reraird in close ¢iatddt on 24 Bde {ront durinz )
Cab, bub his positicns were under cohgtént heavy fire from arty,
:na':\t,ars and !¥0s: and that nt- it he firhlly 1ave up this atiemot 43
cacanture FIMSCHHAFEN, broke ouf 6lesé Bontact; and beman 4o withisffy
weatwmrd the wvay he had conxe.

On 246 ané 27 Cet, bYoth 24 and 2¢& Bdes pushed their FDLs furticr
to ~round well saited teo defengeéy <iving a depth of more ths.
1200 yds from KawTIE\ ard SCARLTT BREACH. 26 Ede area =@c exbtended tv
i1 d

n 2nd Dd2 reserves. Under instructicns ioa Div 159, a sslii defl<nes
Line vne corsiructed nn depthe Lines of wiesidbility and five woere dul,
viell. Z:z vositicns ith head ¢over ~jere propared, Urip yires ard

Bo Dy traps weré laid, Standins pnirols were establishel un all
1ikslv aprproacnes. The dispasitions of our troops at the enl of Llhe
hatiie on 25 Qct are shown on map Appx CY.

seanwhile, strony £i-hiin~ patrcle were out each Jay on the

whole front, with crderc to loccte and atiack the retreatin-T enemv.
The patrol policy laid dovr: Ly the Div Comd was that the suimy was

noY to be allowed to dig in. Lut :as %o be constantly harried,
particularly with crty and mo:taze and forced, msinly by tl. usz of
Tire pover ito abandon each new position. For this purpose, FOOs ware
At'ached to each patrol with communieation Dy both assaulbt scable and
vAreless to the Su-s, and enesy positions located ware vasy alfoctlv: -
4y shelled. On every sccasion ihe enemy were corpelisd 6o witnfdaw,
Nunerous srall enccouliters also ensued betweesn our i shbin~ rATHolE
and =wours of enexy, in whieh the enemy lost a-aviiys Cradcaliy taé
enemy became amore difricult to £ind, and by 29 Oct, none Pemaimed in
the whole area held bv 9 Aust Div befors the batile bewan, excepi the
strone p.ckei of about one coy, sstride the S.TELBERZ rcad in rear of

17 Bn.

Bnemy losses in th' s counter offensive had De2n heavys fthem
Jap dead counted by our troops anmountel to 679. *any acre nad bsen
killed by artr and moriar fire, ot’ ers wers drageed away ~t nizhi and
buried by thuir coarsdaes, zany were naver discover2G. Haeay wounded
1St also have been hizh amd a comservstive estimme of snemy batile
casualties would be 1520, The bulk of the casualtiies had iallen on
the newly arrived formation, 79 Inf Revhi, whoze II and .II 2 s
suifereé severely, but two coys of I Br, the Liv enrs and w1ty < 180
shared in the losses. Eneay equipiaent losses were less substzntial,
tut one 79mm ~un zné¢ pumerous LM3s, aortars and rirles and ians ox
nmensrzl. equinncat wera captured. Our oun casualiies werg, i
provortion, 1i hts <the Div wotel 16 ~ 28 Oct Ladmy iw

Kitied Vounded Missiz Lotz

Offeg OR Ofios Oxt 0f<.2s OR Offrs 2R

3 46 4 1y ail 7 22
‘Taitenance

The prinzipal chanze 1 the supply and .aintemns. sitnziion
Surin= this vhase was that US avy LCTs were brousi imeo use 1dr bt
resupply of FINSCHMAFES. n epite of gtrong rg;;z.-asgn%.ﬂm.p_ns,ﬂi}m{e\rc
they refused to beach at [TOAK, and wers unitaded ai GUDOVW: 3BELCH ¢
t.2 south side of LAIGE!AK BAV. This recessitated 238 . inll cxaft
beins taken off the ruu %o LAE in order to ferry .up; ies from GUDQM
foruard to RED.U ~nd LAULCH JETTY.

)
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- This. also meont that steres scre handled five times before
reaching ithe Div Aumps -~ a serlons waste of manpower. The provision

" of lzbour for handling stores was a great difficulty throughout the

- campuign, and at periods large numbers of front line troops were

o engaged on work on the beaches ard in the dump areas. At this stage
however calls for labour were moderate, and were met by the allotwmentd .

- of dets of 22 Bn, 2/2 MG Bn and later 2/3 Pnr Bn.

Maintenance during the baiile was not interrupted. When 24

Bde was lsolated by land, ESB craft continued to run supplies to
SCARLET BEZACH and to evacuate casuvalties, though sometimes under
er:my IMG fire from SIKI GOVE. The engrs .were working herd to build
- the coaslal track as a 3 ton all-weath2r road, but mearshile the ‘
- track was rough, ard muddy, ard ia wet weathen, passable only ito

Jeeps. The mainstay of the aainienance organisation was the ESB
. era?t running supolies to LAUNCH JZTY whepre the Div dumps were

asltuated, whence a gcod track ran throogh HELDSBAGH PLANTATION to
enable delivery to forward uniis by jeep. '

During this perdod also Ba3Z SUB ARFA units began to arrive in
FINSCHAAPEN and com: under comuand 9 snst Dlve HQ Base Sub Area staff

. also arrived gradually, and began to assume control of she Base

instaliuticns alreedy planned ant develcped by 9 Aust Riv.
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PHASE_ 111

REORGANISATION_4ND PREPARJTION FOR OUR OFFERSIVE

29 ¢oT = 16 KoV,

The defeat of the wnemy's sounter—-otrfensive now enavled the
sompleticn of pisns and preparatione for carrying out the Div Comd'
intentlon of selzing the GUSIKA - WAREQ ridge. The resp:nsib”1ity
for the seaward end lardward protuctich of FINSNHHA'EN Base remaine
= handiesp to offensive cperailons, eshe clally when our advance
shouid take onr troops out of thre FINSCHHATEN aresa eltogether, and
the Div Comd nud already requestad the allotment of additional
trucos (one bde inf, one f£d regt, one MG bn, T: A bty) £ir i
protection of &nd worling the Bese, in order to frec the major purt
of 9 Aust Div for offensive nperitions northward, On £2 Oct, 2
Aust Corps 00 No 2 was issved; aetting out the intention of 2 mst
Ccrps ac follows :-

(8) To clear the enemy from the FINSCEHAFEN ares,

(p) To esteblinh control of tre east coust of the .iUON
PENINSULA.

(¢} To consoiidate 7 Aust Div posltlons in MARKHAM ani RAMU
VALLEYS.

The tasks sllotsed %o 9 Aust Liv were -

(a) To preo%ect FINSCHHAFLN inc?ding &ie DRECER APROUR
airstrip area. )

(») T¢ condvet nffensive overations to ~lear fze azsay igree:s
from the FINSCHVAFENW aredc

(¢) To establish control ot the cast noust of HTON TENIHBULL
us far as and including SIO.

in ef”ect, there vas; thus no chunge in the role of § Avst Div firor
that previousZj; set oui in 1 Aust Corps oI Mo & of 5 Oci. A @rens
change was lwowever erfectad by the vllotment of the fellewing v Iiss
to amove *n FINSTYHAFEN ani come wnder Joud S Aust Div -

2/6 Auet F4 Regh

2/11 Aucht Tk A 3.7 .
Rezmaind:r & fust In? 24, incl & Aunst ®d A0
Additloral 9 Aust IXv trcopad from Laize

g s.3b Dir Plun

At two conferences hel. et HQ 9 Aust Div and HQ 20 Bée on 1 ko7

the Div Comd outlined the next phase of operationas. H: gevc ala
intention %o resume the ofr2nsive aas 7J0n &3 possiblie, thz tim2 oW
being favourable since ihe cnemy’s comtzr—nfiensive had falled,
ani additicnal troops hed arrived to provide more adeguate seawar.
end landward prciection of the -+{ital rear arsas. he agh of
HATITDAS end the c-uiitional £4 regt also gave the Div m-ze Hitting
pPoOWer.

The immediate object was to ne the cepiure of the kigh grouni
SATELBERG - PAS-4Z0 by 26 Bde, supported b all avuilonis ¥

resources, with a view to & subce juert advance to the -CUSIXA —~ YALRO
line., A Div 00 would be issued giving tlie tuek ‘n outiline; 25 nge

wus tc pioceed at once with reccesn for & deft~ilnd plan. P2ecs L
indicated th= rossibility of using KATILDAS o SATELBERG rd, alc

26 Bde would hove tanks to suppo™t Jhe atteck. Trol Uag oI in? =.;

#ith tenks %o work out the new -.ictiscs reguired anu tl.2 DEBT N2& .3
of mutual cooperation and control wus to begin uit once.
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. mhe DIV Comd laif down several Drinulples governing the
employmenl of tanks:

(a) They were Yo be used as & surpripe weapon. Thneir forward
move to concentration area lo be concealed &s far su
possible.

(p) They were to De given adequate cover from air observation
as & precaution against bombiugs

(¢) Tonks at ell times were %o move with inf protection agninsd
Jap derolitior squads, €t0.

Relief of 20 Bde by 26 Bde unitas was to proc-ed in stages ag
laid dowvn by Div HQ. 20 Bde was to take over the central sector
and with 24 nce to continve the role of offensive patrol:ing, to
dpive the enemy 8till Turther back and distract his attention from

26 Bde prepurations. In the coursz of this ective patrolling, arty
was to be used wherev, possible to blest the enemy from ris
positions with resnlt-fgconomy in inf cusualties. PIP wers to te

uesed for long range patuolling to collect information about the
enemy rearward dispositions and moveinents.

24 Bde wus olso to be prepared to seni one bil nopthwars to the
tpack GUSIKA — WAREO, if ordered oy Div HQ, in order to cut this
o gnemy supply line and threaten WAKRO from the east. Recces ard
plunning were to proceed for this purpose, but the decision to order
ihe move would deper’ eatirely on tacticel developuents in the near
Tuture,
/eupplying
#Q 2 russ orps wi...c arrsTging large-scale operationn with
ain~raft, PT doabs, €3C., £,81nst the encmy maintenance rratem hiy
troopr in FUIISCHHASSH &aresd. T8 was to begin &bout D mi:iis & Daye
By tbis time, considersable informution a2 been collected aboutl #hc

enemy s recryvurd supply system. NuMBAKIYA was kaow to e hio maia
forwerd tase, where sutmuarines from NEV BRITAIL snd barges from
¥ADAI". éischarged uazlr chargoes. From this puint supplies und

t-oopa 1 .zeeded south down the coast in burges to staging polints
ot SIALUM, XKiliodI, WaLINuAL, WANDORKAI and LAKOMNA, or overland ria
the inland track XuLaSh — WAREQ. A Aumary of air operaiions in
support of § sust Div, which were muinly directed against the cnemy
L of C, is given in Appx "F'"; 2 similar summary of PT bout opera-
tions by CTG 70-.1 US Havy is Ziven in Appx “G'.

' Admnisyravive Piannineg

Supply and mainleinunce prepurations for the atteck were W
snn*inue as rapidly a3 possible. mhe tracks to JIVEVANENG end
KINiAT: were st211 only Cry-westher jeep tracks, althougn the engra
wers w>$king to convert the SATELBLRG roud to an ail-weather puxtace,
Thi: meant that -arpe forward dumps of sipplies end amnililon would
D¢ rejuired, from which £5 Bde nnits coulr oe supplicd 27 csrrier
1ine if necesssry, sy vhal wet weather would mot hoii tac attoeck by
wmaking the supply routes imprasible to traf2ic, It was decided to
Huild up reserve dumpu &t KUA A (20 days Tor 500} and SIVLVAMELC
{20 ni.;s for 20CJ) by jeepz end traile s as long as the I ne wiuther
neld, &rd the durus were In fact completes by 14 Lov. The number of
Tutive supriers in the ares wue extremely limited, only 250 peiip
tyuilable ror alicotument %o 206 Tle. irrungenents were hovwever awdc
tv ¥I® %o have 1000 natives rCown down the il.RAHek valley to L.X;
henze they werc despubtchec to FINSCHH.FEM in ESB cref't ut the rate
32 mbout 200 every 2 duayse Eventuully 600 were.sallottcd to 2¢ Bce
f,. “he op>rution - gufficient to curry for the whole Bde on & an.-day
wernrGand. L+ w.g .ot expected that water would oe reudily availcole
in the SATELBERS -.rea, &nc elmost every 2 gallon contuiner in the
ivision was withdrawn &nd held filled ut JIVEVANENG for oruard
movement 9y j.e¢p and irallers, or by native carrier, a3 reguired 37
CclloEwnELGNCES. oo x v, there were 120CO rouads of £59r cmmuniti_n
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in TINSCHHAFEN, but stocks were increbsing & 2,000 rounds (two LGU
louda) from § BE/ "I per day, lesc dally eﬁpenﬂi;ure (aversze at tals
$ime approximately 500 rouncs), and by D Iay a Batisfactory reserve
wouid be bdullt wp

neorganiention

T™he tosks of the Div engrs in simultanecusly pullding 3 ton
- adas in PINSCHILFEN snd northward to SCARL.T BEAC. to enable
aevelopment £ the Basge Sub Area; and maintaining falr-wcather
tracka to XUMAWA and JIVEV.LIELS, was & 1eavy one esgpeclally singe
2/7 Fd@ Coy wus still under Comd 5 Aust Liv at LAE, and was nrot
releuwsed uwo . noved forward to PINSCHEHANEN untll 17 lov. ™™o coys
2/3 Zar Bn had lready been allottel 4¢ aseilst RuE in road con-—
itruet ‘on . i 24 Oct. Yhe palunce of the bn could now oe released
irom FINSCHIAFEN areu by the avrival of 4 Bde units, and the wrhole
unit was pluced under ihe directron of CKE for worl. on the cupply
router, with the pruviso ‘habt ut all Simes they were Lo Ds on iwo
hovrs aaxtice te reswae ~n operational role.

The urrizal of 2/11 isust Tk £ Bty ¢ lowed the coact defenecc t-
ce deveioed £ructher; Iin addition te their o 16 x 6§ pr gvms, ihe
Bir «lr, manned 16 Znf 2 prr; and the gura vere rited in pairs (one
5 r =znd oue 2 pr) ut poiniec on the coast from ootui: inel i JARLET
RELCH - 1ANGEUAK BaYs Some «<Jrm iight An guns were withdrawyn from
thz beaches and sllctted to the aA prcienticn of 2/ FL Regt, and the
ayete— of ceoust watching and challenging statioar vwas dtrengthened.

Between 30 Oct - 3 Nov the rempuinder of 4 Bde avrived DY Snnll
c: Wt *mom LaE. 22 Br reverta2d to comd 4 Bde whidh wal mafi@
respntuibie for the scaward and Jarniwarc peotection of arean
PINSCHAS PRI — LANGFILLK BAY, &nd had iz support for this task three
tor 1+ Tk 2n, one tp 2/12 Fd Rezt, one Bty 2/6 Fd regs,; D Coy 2/2 MG
an and all the RAan cotst defence and coast watching dcte in the arese.
In the evena®; however, & prin~ipul nhare fell on 4 Bde of the pro- -
vision of labour to 'mioad shins on GODOWA BEACH aid KED/M. emendc
+ere heavy, and in ti > absenee of any considerable labour ualt
aveilable to PL. 3CH Base cub Avea, not less than 17 bns were con-
tirually eapuged on this werl. The subject is deslt with more fully
iIr ngra on Maintenence 5 pages on.

Sreliminary Moves

a1 cssentindl preliminarzy o the Inter-bde relief and the vuilding
up of rasepve dumps ot JIVEVANENG was the zliminecion of' the ensmy
pocket astride the SATELBERG rd east of the villuge. Thie en my
vositica was oy now very deezly dug in ¢nd had withstood sdmont
continuc. hemmering oy arty und mortur: since 18 oot on 20 Ocd,
23 Bie ber i & Ysoueezing® vroces: - 217 Bn exerting prefigire and
inehing forwerd from the west; 2/ I fzom the east. The cacny
re:ir%ed . trongly and {ierce fighting rcaultzé for 4 daye in counmtry
made extreamsly difi:cuit oy rrecipilces and thlci bumoooa 0n ~¥chi
&/ liov, however, the enemy remoaits, biing almost surrounusd;
evoouzted the position, “eaving meny dead and much eguipaert. 2/
B then astack:d enzuy positionz north of JIVEVAHENT snd af*er blite
regi.tan 2 drove the enemy out wad cleared the whole upres doviir Lo
n SiKIi.

Tve relief of 20 Bde by 26 Pde wes co.apiets? withovr® inciient
5, © Hov and on 7 Nov the L.TILDAS began to move up to tieclr asaembly
erea ricay JLVEVANENG, They were ferriel forward in 70ua from
WEDIX to LLUNCH JETTY, under tm:peuliae, and greal nrecautions vwere
$ake to keep their presence hidden from the =nunvy. Sectisns of
SATE.BERG rd which wers under enemy observation from SATELBERG
HEIGHTS were traversed at night and the noise of the tanks' aporozch
=~ap c~vered by arty firs, m™e tanks were uneple 4o climb severol
stesy pections of the track made slippcey by rain, but RiE DS Lractors
accompenied them end sucecessfully towed them through the obatecrle,
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By © Nov, the Q@ MATILDAS were in position under cover in their )
ascembly srea. Intensive recces by inf patrois, and by arty, team:
end inf officers, Wwere Droceading on the whoie 206 Ble front to
locate iLc ensmy positione, determinz r-ubes of asproach, and
mwiatuin asceriuncy forward of ow pa:ltions to prevent enemy recces.

Meanvhile 24 bue hed neen pushing patrcls westward from their
SGARLET BEACH perimeter without ccntach- Extensive patrollin:s to the.
north located enemy in the coconuts at BONGA &nd orn PIKO HILL, the
feature 1 miie nor*a of NORIH HILLe. A very surncessful OP wvas
est.pilic ¢ by & 2/43 Bn dey with e Tew FI}; beside the GUSIKA -
WA™=0 trac':, 7hich counted all enemy wwoving bo*h ways, and sent be.k
repiar letail:d reports. It become c_zar that the enemy vas e 1o
out le-ge partles % the ncest, presumably for carrying ia suppiics,
er . aumarcue large worzitg r~urties were seen tollling up “be plgen
slopes towards YWAREQ cerrylng ammuuniticn end cupplles. Lost wWere
vnaimed, ont it was decided not to lar any amburgh for the present,
in viow s the value of the information being ob%e.red; as it would
~=o5ely result in denying to us the future uye of the OP.

e fincl Div Plen for the attack was as follows. 26 Rde was
to ~:utnre the high ground running east rad wesi through SATELBERG
and sxricit sowards WAPEO, beginning on a D Dar to be notified oy
30 9 Aust Div-.  For the opzration, C T: Sgn lees three tpe (9
MATIZDAS) 2712 Pd Regt lesa one biy, 2/13 F¢ Ccy nnd B Coy 2/2 MG
Bo wore 14 .eed in stDpord 25 Bd. . 20 and 24 Bdes were to contimte
their present role ~f ~wepy actlve ratroliing, and were to harass egrnd
try to distract the =nemy by 31l possible means. 2¢ Bde vas given
responrailiiify for the defence of SATELBERG rd to exelvde JIVETANENG,
ac as te release <06 Bde a3 far ag possible for sffeasive operations
4 Bdiz in addition itc ’lefending PFINSCIHAFEN wag to putrol offensiveiry
%o the west, end ac a further diversion, to locaie and harass the

enzny southern f.ank area GIJRUNKOR ~ XKWEMBUNG — MOREIG. on D minvs g

i~

i Tav 2/4 Cav San Wei to come under comd 26 Bde, to take over KMiWA =
-vea sna free tne whole 2/83 Bn for offensive operations,

-

For *bhe purpose Lotk of creating a strong ifversion and of i

nraotecting tha eustern £iank of 26 Bde advance, 20 3de was ordered to 5

uae one coy on D Day tc mcvre forvard in®s GARASOW area and estadiish %
a buge fom whieh to patrol ectivelr, particulurly in the direction of -
F.22 and tre R SOHG croesing us~? br the enemy. ¥

i

2/5 ¥ Regt esy 56 Biy had ncw srrived in the area and the Div
arty was reulsiributed. A% the time the at{ack began the arty plasn
/22 F& rzgt {(less one biy) in support 26 Bde
24 3ty 2/1s P4 Tegt in suppori 24 BI:
)% Bty 2/6 Fd Regt i surpoxrt 20 2de
12 Bty 32/6 F3 Regt iz suppct 4 Bi2

“o 0ddftion, the two biys supporting 20 sl ¥4 _des wepe %o maxe . .

i.2ces3ary preparations ad be prepared to shoct in 28 Ele czetor 1f
gguirzc,
s:l preparesions for the attack having hzcn completed, 17 Nov
wig eppointcd by the Div Comd as D Days

Sheiny Sitvation end iantentions

in spit2 of the severe losses sulfered *n his counter offensive,
which mediced most of hic brs Zelow half strength, snd in spite of ,
s.riou, cupply A.fficult’es, the enemy hed not abandoned his object cf -
revaking FINSCIOIAFEN. Reinforcements had arrived, consisting of II Bn
278 Regt from XK 1BARIVA.

L% the end of 06%, Cord 18 Army (Lt Gen ADACHI) visited SATELBERG,.
remgising there until 3 Kove 4B & result of his vigit, 20 Div isgued .
new orders on J§ MNov l

e SUETEERANRI A TR RS e L e R e e T e N
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*%. The cnemy in the TINSCHHAFEN area, approximately the size
of 2 div and & haif uppears to consist malnly of 9th aust
Div. They heve szcured FINSCHHAFEN, LANGEMAK BAY &nd also
HELNSBACH AIRFIELD. >t appears as if they are Planning to
control the DAMPIER STRAIT. Their front line runs along
hoth sBidss R SONG. It i8 certain that they have rercured
JIVEVANENG, K'MAWA aindl BUTAWENG. :

The ernery at dresent is supplylng its position andat the
game time is trying t- remove the strong pressure gf
HIVASHIDA Butal (79 Inf Regt) north of JIVEVANENG.

Ce 20 ¥lv, with tle object of cepturing FINSCHHAWEM, will
attacic lcealliy &'d gradually annihilate the EncCmYys In
order %o accomplish this, a powerful foree (80 Inf Regt)
must occupy SATELBERG HEIGHT quislly ani? make it secure,
Distribute units in vital points ir the rear to meet
enemy landings and endeavour to proteci the aupply
sim: taneously. Main body (79 Inf Regt., Div Hg, Div
Troopa) will agsemble at NONGORA ——————~1

A% the time of 26 Bde attack, therefore, the enemy was disposed
wi' 90 Inf Regtholding tie SATELBERG area, with III Bn on the
SATELBERG rd anc II 3n on the snuw running aast from SATELBERG to
HIL% &80, a3 & mired force ho.ding the west flank MORENG — MARARUO.
il Bz 238 gegt wes in GUSIKA area, and the "main Tonce" of 79 In<
Regh (I and ITI Bua. a% leastj concentrated in NONGORA area,  The
Purpose of thi* conuentration, as will pe shown later, was to launch
& further couai>r o¥fensive, which the enemy called “Operation No 2.
¢ 20 Div moved to NCMGORA afea;from.SﬂTELBERG nn 10 Mov.

/

Maintenance

Ma”atenance problems vwere exceptlonaily difficult during this
PLaze, Resupply of FINSCHHAFEN by neval craft was expected to ceasge
on i5 Nov, when USASOS LAE wes tc asoume responsibility, and meanwhile

- higher erthority desired to build up stocks in the area to the
max_mum while navi.. vcssels were still available, and large numbers
of LSTs and _CTe begsn to arrive at GODOWA BEACH. Heavy der.ands for
labour to unload snd handie the stores were inevitable, and the
task i'ei: principally on fighting units under Comd 9 Aust Div,
e~ -cially 4 tde. At one period 800 men by day and 400 by night
were coitimicusly employed on GODOWA and KEDAM BEACHES.

Simultuneously, the development of a large eir base for Fifth

£1z Foree, ard of a Navel Base ror PT voais, wes vegup ip the QRREGER

1.20UR area. All construchion unite, AA units, end edminigtrativs
=218, @ith their personnel, vehicles, equipment and stopeg, weps
lavded on GODOWA BEACH, from LSTs. Tae beach beoeme cheobically
ove.crowi2d because of insufficient means tc clear it; and heavy rain
for several days turned TIMBULUM PLANTATION behind the beach into e
cuagmire, Veaicles had ‘o be dragged off the beach by oulldozers anc
le?  in the mud behind, Gracually, however, roads were built to
DREGER &ncd. the congestion slowly abatcd, '

There was coneiderable doubt at this time as to the Jimlte of the
US and Lust Base Areaz. Afte~ many delays und chenges of plan, it
wag eventually jecided tha’ the Avast Base Area should extend from
both incl LAUNCH JETTY -- B ©ING. This involvea the clearsnce of
Aust dumps from i area developed at FINSCHHAFEN to the new area,
and the furlii:r uce ¢f 9 Auvat Div smell craft and veiicles, since no
othker {ransport wee available to Base Sub Area,

th
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AMministrative units for the AUBY Base sSub Area conbinued b3
terive snd gradually took over the Bas¢ ihstellations. on 28 Nov
FLHECIHAFEL Base Sub Aree ceased to b8 Uhider Ccimt 9 Aust Div and
became drectly responsible to NGFe  4AVolluble resources did not
peruit the calls on the Div to provide wiministrative dets, transport
end lubour to cease entirely, and eVell in Jan the Div wes still
partly supplying itself by swull craft from the Base dumps at
LAUNCH JETTY. .

PHASE EQHB
THE _ATTAGR
16 Hov - 18 DEQ

26 Bde Plan

In outline, 26 Bde plan for the capture of SATELBERG provided
for aimultaneous advences by all three bns. The first intermediate
objective was the dominating STEEPLE TREE feature (2600 ft) and the
Junction -f SATELBFRG rd and MW track from KUNAWA; patrolling and
recce would then d.termine the best route for the final assaw.t on
- SATEYBERG. &/48 Bn was to advance weoct on the axls of SATELBERG
road supported by all tl.» tanks; 2/33 Bn was to advance north frem
KUWAWA along koth the NE and NW tracks and 1ink with 2/48 Bn on thz
SATIIBEr% roal; 2/24 Bn was to move NW from JIVEVANENG, cross R SIKI
and seize the HILL 2200, thence =xploi'ing west up the apur towayds
8.4 FELREPS., '

A preliminary operst’sn, timed for D minug 1 doy, wus the
cephure by 2/48 Bn of the enemy outpost position ol GRHEN RIDGH and
the securing of the truck junction SATELBERG road ~ NH track frod
KUHAWA through SISI. This attack was successfully carried out on 1€
is® 2y .ic coys 2/48 Bn with heavy arty support. GREEN RIDGE was
cuptured end the enemy garrison routed, numerous weupons and much
eculpmeiny were captured. On the sume day, as previously ordered,
»/4 ¢ v Scn cume under 26 Bde, esnd relieved 2/23 Bn at KUMAWA, thus
rel:asing the whole bn for the attack; 2/24 Bn moved NW and secured
& b~idrshead over R SIKI in preparation for its attaci on HILL 2200
nexi day. For the ultimate maintenance of 2/24 Bn, Div engrs had
already degw. the construction ¢f a jeep track from KATIKA, following
ths track used by the en2my in his Octaober counter—offensive., For
some deys, however, 2/24 Bn was to be muintained/netive carriers from
JIVEVANENG. /oy

Development of 26 Bde Attack

At 0700 hre 17 Nov, the attack begun with heavy apty, moptog
anc Ml concentrations on enemy positions, especially on OCOCONUT
RIIGE., The tanks advanced with leading troops of £/48 BN apd
fierce fighting immediately developed astride SATELBERG yd, “The
use of tanks obviously cume &8 a surprise to the enemy who hed 1o
effective counier at hand; nevertheless, the enemy resisied bitterly,
frequentiy remeining in his defences until literally blssted out dy
the fire of the tanks. The edvance was made slow as much by the
nature of the terrain as by the enemy, the roud ran eslong a narrow
ridge covared in thick bumboo which made inf movement difficult and
the Locating of encmy positions & long and arduous task. Four deys
of strenuous rfighting and steady advance, followed by a final '
assault, secured STEEPLE TREE HILL und 2/48 Bn linked with 2/23 Bn
who had cvercome etiong enemy opposition on the move elong the NW
trocx £oom KUilAWA. The enemy had oclready tried various means of
stopping the MATILDAS - 37mn guns firing AP and HE; 75mm regtl quns
firing T at point--blank renge; tank mines, end three ditches dug
ac.y8n the tracx. Hone was puccessful. The gunfire failed to
pencirate the tank armour, the mines exploded hamnlessly, and the
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: fark ditches daused only Blight delay #hilt inf and tenks combined

;| 4o reduce the enemy's covering defenceB HY fire, and thc engrs
prepared a crossing with & bulldozer. . _ENemy losses in personz:l
gnd couipment were heavy; our casualtitﬁ owing principally to the
ibe of tanks, were light, in spite of it great natural strength of
the enemy's positions snd his iznacit} iH defince.

This ended Phase T of 26 H3de athkblk., 2/24 Bn to the norch had
aspured HILL 2200 after sc.e Tfighting,; bt so far hed had little
proosse in pushing west ulong the spuff tcwurds SATELBERG, owing %o
Btrong eacmy defences, thick pamboo, and precipitou: slepes. Hever-
thel=gs their presence constituted & direct threut zo the ilunk of
the enemy positions on S:TELBERG and the viv Comd allotted & furthar -
tp or tunks to 26 Bde ior use on this flank. The LATILDAS+Were to
move along the EATIKA track to HILL 2200, us econ as the engrs had
completed the jezp track. The tanks arrived just befor: the f'all of
SATEIBERG, in time to tuke paxrt on 26 Nov in the fiual assauvlt by
B/24 sn on the enemy Lositions in this ares.

The progres~ of the 26 3ue attoeck is shown on Hep, APPX D.

Development of Div Orfensive

/one of

The Irv Comd slso Btruck et the enemy held ridge and truck-
GUIIKA -~ WAREQ, with the object not only of cutting / the enemy's
supply rouies, out ulsc cf securing ground from which &n attuc™
gould pe developed czainst YARED from the eust; uand of securing the
flpghb flank of & thrust &% HAMRO in the centre MW through HONGOWA.

B4 3de wus accordingly ordered, on 18 Hov, whilst still holding

0P 171t - SCARIRT EZACH bigh ground west o KATIKA, to prepars v
alvance with one bn (2,/32 3n nominated) to secure high pround at p.3H,
a ti.ered knoll aptride GUSIK:. - WARRQ track, and to b-dbfor ail temcis
trucks in the uren as far west &s the LAKES. Div efigfd were to o
ennstruct u jeep trauck to follow 2/32 3n uas rapidly as tabsib.e;

2/7 ¥d Goy, which hsd just arrived from IAE, being allovted _n

sup.crt 24 nde foi this purpose. Meanwhile 150 native carriere viere
allottec. for the meintensnce o the 3n. In the evernt ¢Z the Bn's

L of C veing cut, tentative urruangeuents were made for suppl:—dronping
by aircrafti.

24 Bde Attuck on PABU

-9 llov was uppo.nted oy the Div Coud &5 D Duy for the 24 dde
advence. 'The .ove Was u coizplcte success. 2/32 vn less oue coy
moved forward under cover ci’ jungle, captured PABU aufter overcoming
3licht enemy resistunce, wnd prepared It us & defendeld areu
domincting the surrovnding country and the enem;r supniy route from
GUSIKA. cn 811 sides the upprnaches to PadU lay un ateep slones
covered with open kunul. “he enemy were obviously completely
purprised, ond next Guy severul lurge purties L enemy wer: zmbushed
nti the truck and almost completely wuniniiuted, “he enemy rzucsted
Btfonzly, und a determined attack wus meade aguingt P: W Ifom the
57 ut mldday, out repulsed with heavy loss. 0::< coy 2/52 Bn then
begun to exploit w2stwurds towards the LiXKES ure2, oni encountered
strong opposition. It is now known thut this cadden strcx~ oy 2/32
Bn, besides embarrassing the enery'. supply, also unticipuged wnd
partly dislocated Lis pluns for a powertul counter-uttuck Lo relievs
the pressure on his SATELBLLRG garrison.

The Encmy Counter Attack

Ca 22 I'av tue enemy launched a three-pronzed countereiite st nn
our pcgitions n:xth of I SOMG and ut the northern end ot SUAIGHY
BEACH.. One forze (Ii 5n 238 Regt less two coys) uitucked souta-
wurds from BONGA slong the coastsl track. This asttack was met and
defeated by one ccy 2/43 Bn with enemy cesuslties 80 killed; &
second und heavicr attuck was launched from the ¥ by two bno 77 Ini
T gt, with the object of recching the mouth R BONG elong tae north
“apk ond linking with the cougtel stiuck. Thip sttack was made in
@ #ficult country for movement and courdinution; und atver initiul

; .’ e
L
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! diﬁloéhﬁ& # by heavy abty und mortur-flﬂé\,heVEr developed into &
© powerril Encerted ussuult as plunnedi, . }ibvertheless heuvy fighting
deVelopbd o .the west of LORTU HILL, Qld , the north sunk k SQHG sna
Heur blie B/32 Bn jJeep truck, which bl bHeny hed now cut, dur.ng
the duy; ond it was not until the eveHillk| when one coy 2/32 Bn msde
Ev.-ell timed counterattuck, thut the MMy wus 1inslly dereated. A
hird encuy group crossed R SONG znd utteppted to reach SCARLET YEACE
Pron the west, but were intercepted by psirols und herssssa iy urty
Fidg, und 1inully driven off by heuvy. iidbtar fire 1rom 2/28 Bn .
berineter south of k SUIG. on 23 ol Btbong Futrols, usually secom
shiied by FoOB, pursued and uttucked tHe retreut.ng Japs and {ngaged
hem with urty concentrations whereved locuted. dony dead vere
Ununted wnd nmuch ubandoned egquipment wepe tsken und 12C0 enemy
foxholes were 1'sund ot the scene of tHe Fighting. “he enemy
Buffered very severely in men and equipment in this counterattuok wi
ended in conplete failure.

S ture of SATELBERG

Yhile the enemy counterattock wus being launched and defeated
north »f B S01iG, 26 Bue hcd been pressing on towsrds SATTLBELRG.
STHEPLE THAWE HILL proved t-o pe the nuwin enemy defensive position sa
the S4PFLBEKG rd, and Comd 25 Bde now decided to uttuck SATHLBER:
tlong the uxis of the rosd, 2/45 8n wnd the gSunks lesding, tnll-sed

by 2/23 Bn. 2/24 3n was to continuc to exert pressure wnd try to
slivunde cno threcatexn the eustern fiunk of SATRLBERG HEIGHTS.

oo, . B/4B Bn wede rupid progress, surprising snd routicg several
bHaiy gprolps in hulf-dug positions ulongz the rowd, tnd by 22 Hov hed
treuchéd the couthera slopes ot the SATELBTAG teature itpeif: ubout
€J0.yurds in u dir.ct lire frowr the smmit. iiebe Ehe ihef‘.&aa -
ugeln engountered in strength, wna it wus found thbt & TeHdRtide jed
completely des:royed the roud und prevented rurthed L¥uibs b th
tanks, A hult was culled while atrong putrols probedd the tiefig
positions ¢nd prepuruticne were aude ior the finnd usszult, Thas
eremy wus hewvlly enguged duy onc ni;ht oy arty, oorturs uvnd risGs.
The 26 3de plun wua for 2/48 5n to &ttuck dircetly uphill towarts the
eugtern end of the SATELENRG feuture und the villzge, wnd 2/23 a1 to
8¥ing out westwerds und seise the 3200 feature to the nort'rest, on
24 lov the sdqvunce was resumed with heavy arty snd worlur support

und fierce fighting contimed #ll aay. Sy nightfull, elemente of
2/48 Bn hud outflunked the eneiny bto the eust and were within 150
Yurds ol the swunit, while 2/23 n hud nude substuntiul progress in
neuvy golng towerds its oojective, utter repulsing three strong
anunterottucks, 2/4 Cuv Sqn putinls reported the enemy on the west
flonk hed withdrewn northards trom JLORENG.

Cn 25 ‘iov the rincl sttack of SATEIBERG HIIGHTS wes mude by the
three bnd from the eust, south and BWy enemy rearyuurds were routef
ahd by 1800 houra the whole feuture was in ous hunds. B/Be in
HBgupled PATANKO rinding puch sbandcned equipment and H/4 OGuv Hen
Peaehed MARAPIIC where strong defences hid deen vudateés

Treparutinng to Attuck VAVEG

The next stape vus to be tie cupture of the line GUIIKA — WAL G.
24 bde wup now ordcred to securc GUSIKA und guin control or the ureu
u8 fur west we the 1L-KES, while 26 ude wus to exploit from SATELSEKG
north towLrdp ¥akEQ. Much depended on the progress of' these uoves.
Both odes, apurt froa e.emy resictance, were fueced with extre.ely
ditficult country ~ especiu.iy the precipitous vulley of x SulG wnich
lay ueross 26 ote wxid -~ wid plung were al@o prepured ftor 20 sde to
arive o WiREG in the’ gentre Ny through NGIQih

- Between 20 - 26 Nov, 20 3de wup concentruted in the ureu ;M of
YLTIEL, und dn 2E Sov & warnin, order wus issied to 20 bde to pe
prepured to wdveiige Gnl gepture HONGOiA treu und the high grouni to
%2 nopth ustride trepk GUSIKA - ZAKEO, kmown &8 XiaS HIILS, with &
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view t3 =xploiting towirlds LAKFO. j@itional troops to De plucsd
in support 20 ude viere 2/6 Fd hegt, Qﬁ% 4 ooy less one pl, 11 Fl

C Goy IB, Hedicel und LASC dets. samihigtretive planning for the
nperation vas to De ouged on the cordfpuction of & jJeep truck Deiole
D Duy olang the south penk of 7t NG Pap woout 250C yds, und the
estuplishment of a forwurd ode dump 4P Bupplies tnd smaunitlon ut
the jecphesd. Subsequent meirtensng® woE to oe oy native porteruge
from the forward dump, ror which purpie 600 natives were allnt teds
mhia .-yuld oe enpplemented by eir dpabping if necessary.

pevelopaent of 24 Bue end 25 Bie hdvbnces

The enewy counteruttuck north of k SCIG hed “cut cousunic .bigih
with 2/32 3n :t PrBU, though wirelesb conteet wus meintuineds  The
nutive eupi-ier line wus wnuvle to got through oecuuse ol eneny
elements in the ures, and the Bn ya8 muintuine.. for severul duys oy
uir drop:-ing. Fluns were now prepured to cipbure FLNO HILL nd
open un L of G to PaBU rurther to the euct. 2/32 vn mewnwidlle hud
«moushed severul .ore purties of enemy and inflicteé Bevere casuslties,
put wus itself tuking cusuulties f'rom the direct fire LF severul
enery;- 75ma guns; on 24 Nov, one coy 2432 Bn returned from FABU %0
NOKTH 1ILL currying the wounded.

on 26 lov, ut 060C hrs, the enemy luunched & very determined
uituck on PaBU troin the S¥W snd INW. ocuments cuptured later showed
thut this wus planned us &n uttuck from three directions to reopen
the truck to GUSIKA. Arty Tire broke up tha thrust from the eust
pefore it developed, out hery fighting lusting 2 hrs took pluce
te the 5 und MW oefore tle enemy was finully repulsed with heavy
cusunlties end the unttuck collapsed.

on the sume duy, at 0900 hrs, PINO HILL wal ButvesHfully
assnulted by two coys 2/32 Bn supported oy three WMATILDAB uhd heuvy
srty und mortsr ccacéntrations on the objeciivé. ¢B this geaseloh,
the tenks were uole to wove in the open kvnai where théy hnad freedom
of manoeuvre, und the inf moved ulong the jungle frihge8, whenoe
they were still uole to give effective close proteetion to the tank#s.
A safe I of C wus jmnediately opened to a3l for the wovement of
notive carriers znd the evacuatinn of wounded.

The next phuse of 24 Bde operstions was the securing of the
righv flunk to the seeg, oy the cupiure of GUSIKA. This operatinn
was orrried out 27 - 29 llov oy 2/28 Bn, with one tp of HATILDAS in
support, moving ulong the uxis o1 the coustul track (see Nap Appx D):
The t:-nek was narrow und muddy, running through thick jungle, und
intersected by nNumeErous ereeks; wmost ol which uere temporery tank
apstacles. The inf therefore led the aodvunce, followed by & Ll of
engrs with u bulldoz:r, to consiruct creck crossings for the tenks und
jeeps. hen the inr' struck solid oppositiun, they shell2d uno
mort.red the enewy and waited for the tunks to come forwurd. sh
inf assurlt, suprorted oy the tunke, Wb invuriucliy decisive, und 48
tay Coys, /28 an hud cuptured GUSIKA, reducing en routeé ¢ pories
of enemy positions ustride the truck. wd 102 wub r % reudy to turn
west .nd attuck towsrds WAREQ itself.

segnwhile, 26 3de had peen moking rupid poogress in their
rxpleritation north from SATELBERG. in auteinpt by un erncmy force to
nold the R S(!G crossing &t the suspension oridge lE of FPIOR Wub
sroken oy 2/23 Bn who crossed the river lower down on 3¢ Hov, und
th-n proceeded to encirele wnd wipe out the whole cnemy garrison. COn
1 pec KUAIKQ viliuge wus occupied. The prinecipusl proolem of 26 Dde
4t this stuge wus maintenance. In spite of grect exertlons by the
Div engrs with dulldozers gnd & coy of 2/% Far oo »ssisting, Jjeephesd
in dry wecther hud still onl:- reuched PalsJKO, snd 1n wet weuther the
wWhale route uliest s fur ouck ud Ki7PIila pecame impassuple, und jeeps
hed to ve towed through DY RAE trucked tructors. “pom PLLATTKO
farzard to EULNEL wes u S day turn-round over very steep country,
snd wu 6ll- the nctives which could pve spured for 26 sde were insuffic-
jent, the whole of 2/24 Bn was engeged in cerrying for 2/23 nn. 2/48
Bn wes holding the SATELBERG areg, end 2/4 Guv Som patrolling wide
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to thé west from ¥ .rakUo.

1n view of' the progress peing mude on tr: 2¢ upd 26 Bde
secicrs, the Div Coud decided thut it would not pe necesgury to
coiicit wnole ol S0 Sue to a direct sttuek on WANEG via WONGURA:  In
order tc confuse the ene.y, and prevent concentration of his
reserves, he orcersd that one bn {2/1.5 Bn nomincted) develop &
third wareat to WAHED by sdvanting to NOIGGORA, und employ strong
righting patrols forward uguinsi enery positions. - This wug done
5L 2 Zec und 2/.5 Bn continued tc exert pressure in this apes by
active r'igi:ting patrols until the rall of WAKEO on B'Dec.}K

Premsrutions were now mude o luunch 4 Hie in & drive n-oroh-
wurle aaomy the coust [rom GUSIKA. It wuc expected thut thip
thrast, by threatening the cnemy's esantul supp .¥ line, would force
Auim to abundon the whcle VWAREQ position; wni in the zvent, this
atention weg reaslised. . Warning erder wam isaued on 29 lov to
4 Bae to make pluns for this &dvance, for which thc following trunps
»auld be placed under commend

7 MATILDAS C Sqn Tks
9 P1 C Coy PIB
Dets AASC, kedical, 532 Regt 2 ESB, ANGAU

and in suppert 2/6 ¥ Regt
2/7 ¥d Cuy.

4 Due .Jdvwize llorth or nUSIKA

1»e objectire giver 4 Bde was the high ground at FORPIFICATION
P, The udvarce wis to oe naude by bounds.fpom ong peach maintencnce
“PE& Lo another, only t#o of which were tc pe ip uge Fneuprently,
ang widoh ¢ 3de wus .t» protect until relinuguighed, )

. plspositiom: wcre reorganised to provide for striking yp the
got-gt with 4 anc 20 Bdes, waile 24 and 26 Bdes recained to proteog
the PFIISCHHAMEN treu. The inter-ode oourdary incl to 24 Rde wug
fixed us XiiaS HILLS - NONGOKA track.. Both bdes were ordered to
complete the capture of' GUSIKA - WAREQ lire und then to orgunise
thzir sectors for defence, to patrol cstivel; all tracks leading into
their .reus und estublish stunding patrols backed Dy reserves in
dep’’1 on ali likely lir=s of cnewny upprosch. On D Day 20 Bde was to
2oim¢ *nto Div reserve in area 8C,1:.ET BEACH - HOMGORA, with one bn
on 2 nours notice, and the re-t of the ode on 6 hours notice, to
toll~v 4 de in the coastal uivance.

The ccncentration of 4 Bde in QUSIKA ureu wes completed by 3
J€ec, anl 5 Lee wus uppointed by the Div Comd ¢s D Duy. "@% requirea
%3 w.velsn the smll buach st tie mouth k KALURNG (GUSIKA) as an
ind "1l no.intenance ap-u for the advunce; this involved ENE® work
in whe repmovul of under:ater and lundwerd opstucles, I WCE - 180
nce’ sserv 1r t.nks uni jeeps were ot to be left pelind ki 1. oukget
r> construzt a vehicle crcising of the stecp-sideg p FALUENG pefore
DDy 01 3 Dec, turcefore, 22 Bn crossel the rivep @nd secured o
aridgehead within which ‘he engrs could work vith bulldogzers on the
apfproticnes snd construect & log oridge. Stroag enemy defences
earsisting of solid ounkers protected by a m =-1'ield, were located

4004t 300 yds wouth of the LAGOON.

On 5 Dec the advonce begun. Aguin, the tanks moved in rear

"I e leuding Inf, to be culled fo-wurd when strong opposition

Jus engountered. One pl or engrsg vith &€ bYulldozer preceded the

tulles to uake crossings over the numercus wutercourse obstacles, ‘"he
tunks procueded to the «dge of the firs’ m.nefic.d, und by directin;
kev 4 Ffipe 8y the ounkers ..seisted 29/46 Bn to orerk through the
position, Therzuftep, haweve), for some drys the tunks were unebie
to oukeh up wih the wgyupee, becuus: the enemy prodvced an efiective
Geiying : evice in the ghupe of tunk wmireg poosted with large prepurec
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chopget o pleri- uold, buried deep in the ground. TMeither mine

detectore r.r prodding with rayonetd wub successful in loceating
them, ond severel tunis and bulld~gePB hed tracks dSlotn off, end one
Ernk wi® 11cepuracly dumaged. Tne Shly s-lution was to cut ¢ new
L XS

rsptwre of (JSIKA ~ WARKQ Lire

Cn 3 Dec, 26 Bde cuptured VARFO, after & long ouirlanking
soverent by 2/24 Bn hud secured PEAK HILL end dislodged the enemy
from the diffiecvlt a;-proach north of KUANKO. Tr= sume day 24 Tde
W~ick hed been moving west up the steep jurgle treck towerds YnREOC,
alia driving the enemy from his positions by successive encircling
uitocks, 2eptured XLAS HILLS und linked with 2/15 3n putrols from
NG "OltA. Both pdes continued their pressure on enemy reurounLriy
cn.ering the enemy withdruwul to the court st LAKONA vie the inluind
tracl running 1& Trom WAarEQ and in svite orf fierce eneiny resdlatonoce
vl sevarul razorouck riage=, opened the GHSIF.. - %2 R0 truck on 12
Dec.

Developient of Constul Advince

The advance ol 4 Bde continued steadily, under the heuviest
ariy svpport of' the cumpuign (4700 rounds rirel in one day). The
encmy resisted strongly, mainly wt creek crossings in the coeatel
Jurgle, out acuavy arty id .ortar fire blusted him oub, and 4 3de
mad: eontinual encircling und by-passing cttucks, which inveriubly
=creed the enemy to withdrow. Mfarther, th. enemy did not occupy
the communding ground to the west, which wus overed aeinly with
open kunui, and o :orce mwving slong this high graund wes
continuully outflunking his positions near the coost.

20 3de fcllowed close behiné 4 3de, with the rédponsibility of
proteciing the 1lcr't flenk znd 1e:: o the lexding bde, by méuns of
inf p-trols rmoving on the high grouni, c«nd FIB potrolling in depth
viong the treckrs leuding inlund: uwnd of tiking over the nratection
nf the re:r beachhead as ner mcintenance beuchheuds were cevel.:ped
f~raard,

On 135 Dec, the 'ATILDL.3 aguin dcmonstreted theipr viue ¢ .
LaKOHA. 22 ™n on 14 Dec had surrovnded & purty of wbout 170 . -ps inf
th~ coconui.s ot Cuil'F SIBIDA: the eaemy resisted desysrately for two
doevs and cauased 60 cusurltics tc thiee astuckiag inf coys. Zute in
the evening, 5 MATILDAS, which had teen helda v2 ut ¢2ek crossings,
arrived und immediately uttecked with one inf coy. ywithin zn hot
the entire position wse ovorrun, the enemy force wiped nut with the
excention of' u rew who threw themselves ove: wie ¢lirfs of C.PE
CiBlDAe Cusuulities tothe uttucking inf were 6 swounded, to the tanke,
nil.

The enemy wus 0y now in full =ctieut, out his reurguurds Coll~
timmed to f'ight stuobornly. By 20 Lec, however, 4 Bde with powert'ui
suppcrt by tenks und ecréy, had oroken enemy resis*unce in R HaSATMNG
arev end accupied its objec*iv:.- the hign grounz: et FORTIFICAGIGY
P™, 3¢ kde, whizh hud peen following 4 Jide in uiv reserve now
prepured to move through :nd tuke up the pursailt.

/Liaintenunce

—

Throughnout the advance of 4 i3de the supply tnd wuintenwncs
orgunisution htd worked &s originully plimined. ESB unphinious
sccuts moved wiil tne jeuding troops and mude o lundward recne ot
¢uch beuch us it wes Becured. The 535 Re:% 2 ESH rocce cruf't wus
then culled forward to umuke . seavwur:’ recce »f u perently suit..ble
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veecheds Sulteble beuches were theh Belected and : beschneid
group weB srougit in 3y craft, conaibtilg of AAS3, Medic L und
Ben detm, to set up & DID, Dexch evaorubing post, una otuer
waminlatruvion instollations. & und BC k2 wers weiniuined irom
sucoedsive beachheads: Div engr. Budé-Frfuily ‘wpt the jeep
treak up with the ieuding inf, out aubundtb 1oving on the hig'
ground %o the west were supplied oy hedlve ourriers.  CuCONUT,
KILIBIA) LA¥ONA snd HMASAVENG BLACHSH were £1) used, the leuding
pie olosing up its beach dets from the Pearwurd beach as the
wdivanee went on.

PHASE FTVE
THE_PURSUIT
21 Peg 43 — 15 Jun 44

Between 20 - 26 bec, 8 further reorzunisution took pluce, o
gllow the advunce to pe continued with two bpdes (20 and 26) leuving
21 Bde %~ hold sreu GUSIKA — WAKTO ~ SATELBERG with responsibility
for the aree south to LANGEIAK BAY, und 4 Bde to hold FOULTITIC.AICH
PP - R MASAVENG ered. 24 Bde relieved 26 Bde in the SATFLBERG -
YARRFO snd the lutter :oved down to the corust to be ferried Tor:urd
in ¢raft to ASAVENG. -

on 21 Dec, =0 Bde took np the pursuit of the retreating eneny;
f'ram this point the advance uroceeded rupidly in sucvesgive stuges
1elt dovwn by Div HQ, unt - ti.c cupture of SIC on 16 Jull 44, RO Bile,
jeading, concentreted its main attention on the doubtul Btrin erd
wne resporbible for the defence of becchheuds in ite area, 36 cde,
movi g ¢lose behind ir irmediute 4iv reserve wus res8; o.2itle ror
protecting the rewr of 20 Bde wnd the left Jlurk, by mrar . of in?®
uutrole meving irom the cotst by lut:ral trucks to the imain inlund
trool ZAGAHFL - KinSs, thence saurching she truck for f-we distunce
una returning to the cousi. EIb were used on Czep inl:~da prirols
ard mede continueus coverage oo the rain inlund truck. 26 3de vius
ulsc responsible for tae protectior of th. reuwr peuchh.ads in itc
sector, ossisted tv LSB und R/ aets mioning Tt 4 gune. The leit
rear of the advence vas covered oy 1 Bde patrolling the indlr? srea
north of R LASAWENG, linking ut HCAFUA with ?/4 Cav Sqn putrols
from WAREQ under coumsnd of 24 Bue, vhici wus mude responsivle Icr
utrolling south of R MASAWEING.

7ne successive objectives set 20 Bde by Div Mg end the ilutrs
they were s-cured, were &8 follcws -

Line cotst 520880 — spur 1QOC in 5286 2l ped
gpur 458933 - 131925 27 Teo
HaHDA - spur run ing SW &l Deo
Line R SiGA 4 Juil
Line R DiLLEAN 6 Jun
wine R BURL 3 Jan
Line R FAFUGARA 12 Jan
NAMBARTYA ures, the line of' track 447458 -

443426 thence SSW to faothills 15 Jun

the rete of advunce wos regututed by three factore :-

(1) yointenance of the force. Succesaive becchheczde
were opened ©s sultnble beacnes were gecured. Thi-
Div Comd required at least 7 deys suppli s v o<
within reach of the forwurd troops, so that if bud
weuther preventsd ESB craft running, there wovld pe
sufficient i<serves forward,
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(i) Wecesslty for providing fGoiitinuots arty bipport. Glind
wer: brought forward eithep By btoad or ‘il LCMs, but oh
1and the speed of arty movewent did not gieatly exdeed
that of the inf; since :o08t of the personnel marehcd: The
speed of the inf advance involved frequcnt changes of gun
positionz. The eveilability of 1LCis; the state of the
weether, and the proximity of sulteble beachelh were the
main toctors in plunning ses& moves.

(iii) The Div Comd required the force to bpe kept concentrated
«nd "Q" were instructed to clear the stocks from rearwurti
beachheads forvard us ouiekly as possible, since troops
were required to protect “he beaches in revr as long us
they were in use, and the force - especlally the resr
bde - would tend to become strung out along the coest.

The aodvance wes hulted on severtl occesione for one or two day
to zllow reserves to be pui into the forwerd beaches, and fleld guij
to be brought up, and when KELANOA was reached & pause wus ordered
whiie a1l aveilso..e craft and rosd transpor: were turned to clearing
gtocks &t &ll resrsapd peachheads forward to 3TALVN, which became &
lerge forward Bage for the Div, eventuaily hnldin-~ 21 days' reserves
of 0ll natures.

Phroughout the cdvance, the Div hud been maintaining itselfl By
means of i1te own 32 Regt ESB oroft from Buse dumps &t LaUNCH JETTY.

when = Div Heintenance Ares wus established ut SIALUM, this
involved & turnround of almost 100 miles, und in the rough weuther
cavsed 0y the gontinual Ii¥ woneoon the 1Cks had gpreut trouc~e with
miintensnae., and the use of 1CVs becume guite impruetiouble. n B
Jun 44, 2 AuBt Gorps pluced two truwlers ot dispogu]l of Buse Suo ..rte
to yoym u shipd=-line eupply tirst to SIALUM und lutep to KEILaNOa.
Phege puffined to carry the rutions required oy the forge, iU url.
weathep, AUy ull other supplies, including ammunition, he Atill to b
heought forwapd in LGCus.

After the cupturc of HNAMBART7A, supplies were prought in by seu
to KELALOA, and forward maintensnce wes done from SiALUM to olecr und
wilow the closing of thut cesach. Until NAMBARIVA beuch %a8 cpened,
purriy forward of KELANOA wte by Jeep, nutive carrier &l DU fa.

Denunds for labour to unloud shipu at FINSCHHAFEN and work in
+he puse areqs dwape continued ‘o be heavy, und viere met by 24 Bde
units, one shore coy ESB, &nd the retention f-r the purpose in the Div
Reception Cemp &t KEDAM of severel hundred "X List pe:sonnsl snt
reinforcerents.

LOVs end LCis of 535 Regt 2 ES® were used not only for the
transport of guns, supplies und tunls but elso for the cerrluge forw -
of troops, wherever possible, to save time and exhausiion tn the laf,

on the cor:l coastul shelf covered with kunel, the engre wepe
rple to keep jeephend up to the leading bn, the muin obstacies vein.
gmell revines und streams. The tonks werde 2lso cple to keep wi*h
the forwurd inf. the only serious obstacles — deep rovines betie.a
HUBIKA und WAL.DOKAI ~ being circumvented "y ferrying the lLanks in LCMc
before the roud was pushed througa. Line ~ommuniectti~ng were
muintained continuously, by the Div Sige moving - ith the lewdling on ‘¢
lay :he muin Div urtepy from jeeps-

on 2 Jun 44, un SMERICAN force lapded &t SAILCR, Rlocked ohe
ocustul track ret ecq st - J0UADTIM upd inecrease:, slij] furthe. &€
enemy's supply ditfioulties.
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Enemy retrgucrds offered spusmodic opposition, &luwost
inveriebly from timbered crecks, but Inf pressure and artly snd
mortar concentrations alwayrn forced them to withdraw overnight.
Along the counst, cbundoned guns and dumps of equipment,
emunition, medicu) supplies ond engr stores were found, and
smeshed enemy burges littered the beuches. 4Ae SIO was cprroached
an inereasing number of enemy deed were found slong the truck,
urd many sick and.wounded who were unarcle to Xeep up in the
retreat hed oceen &dardoned to thelr fate. on 13 Jan <4 the
main enemy supply base ut MNAMBARIWA was occupied without
oprcsition and showed the dostrustive effect of the heavy coubing
it hed receivad. on 15 Jan SIC HMISSION 7as ocoupied, ard the
whole ares wag being thoroughly combed for Jep st-agglers, and
arrangements mede for salvaging the very large dumps of enemy
material throughout the aree.

Under instruction HQ 2 Aust Corps, 4 Bde hesd been left in
FORTIFICATION PT area, 6nd on 4 Jan, 2 Aust Corps relieved
9 Aust Div of responsibility for the areea south of R MASAWENG,
and essumed comnend of 4 and 24 Bde<s and of all 9 ‘Aust Div tronps
in that erew.,. PFinully on 13 Jun 44 2 .uast Corps ordered thut i
"5 5 Aust Div take over comd of forwerd area us 8 Bde moved
forward. By 20 Jen w.its of 8 Bde ht? rilieved 20 Bde, #ad ut
1300 L:urs 20 Jun 44 HQ S Aust Div hended over to HG 5 nust Div
und prep&red to conceubrate the Div in FINTCHHAFEN &reu prepurat-
ory to emburkution.

o

s
- Resulte of Cumraign

Encmy losses in the cumpulgn wer? heavy, Enemy torces
forward cf SI. under Comd HQ 20 Div totelled 12,635. The enemy
003 and vnit strengths cre given &t Appr "HY. Of this totul,
about 7,750 becume oattle cusualtizs, coxprising :-

Counted €nemy dead 3,099
PW ' . 38
Estimute of woundcd (3:2) 4,644

7,781

This estimute is nubstunticted by ceptured docwiiats wnd
PVW stetements. o allowsanee hes been meode for cusurltiee due o
sicknese, put of the remaining 4,345 Lt is known from cug sured
wnit cirength stzten and PW that less then £,300 sur<.ved ’9
withdraw Trom SIO towerds SATDOR, of which the inl bnes of 79 zad
80 Reg:s toselled ~nly 1,000. A large proporticn nf this force
was ty then ineffeetive owing t- wouide, s.ckness and exhcustion,
Thig is borne nut br the large pumoer of Zrzd fomc ulong ih?
rouces of withdraowsl, und by the facl that 3 Bde accounted for =
further 1,200, mostly found deed, between SI0O tad SATTOR.

Cuptwred wecpons comprised:-

WE Strength
Gtuns 75T 18 25
Guns 70mm 5 15
Guns 37Tmm 12 ib
poriurs -8lmi & 9C.un 16 29
HilGs 28 36
Cannon 20mu 3
A7 13mm (Nuval) 17
LLiGs 125
Gr2node aischergers & AN
light morters £3 Py C =
Explosive thrower 1 N
Flumcthrowers 4 . (v
4
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Meny cther weupons ure known %9 Neve peen ghafidoned by

the enemy, but veing buried in the ground, or €hrown into
rivers or ints the sea, were nevep recovered.

our own outtle cusuultles were as follows:=

 Killed fiounded Mimsing Totel
10 Oct 3~ 62 9-206 Nil 12-868
£8 0ct 3= 46 4-175 nil - T=22)

PLAERE QNE 2 oot

VHASE THHER 29 0ot = 15 Nov 8 4- 37 Nil ¢~ 45
THABE FOUR 16 Nov = 20 Deo gwldd 53-229 - - 1 41374
PHASE PIVE Bl Deo = 16 Jon 1 % 1- 47  Nil 3~ 54

W g e Pt s Sl g L s e s 2 o 0 e el e A D g P o Y oy S gl B

18«R67 B0~694 =~ = 1 . 66~963
- /
(Sgd) G P voOoTrRN

' Hu) Gen
Comd 9§ Aust- -Div

/,57
| 01’/'
S
ve
rd
ka
[at
=4 s-' D
o
™



. (‘.‘
-

-5l
X5 ic Gegied to reecord aa evregintion of - the work of FIrTs

- Aiz Force pad PT borts of Taslk: f}rom 70,1 U3 “¢ve in their laces=ant
- pktoe':s 0a the sasmy L of G,

Thei: 1311ia~ness to cooserate nad the dsterminntilon with which they

ores<ed home their nttecks eruged ~reat @ifficulties in the enemyls

auaalrs zad aeciateapace sygtea sad coabributed moterielly to hig finsl

-defert.

It is 2lso desired to aa'e greclal meatblon of 537 Re~t 2 B3B.

This rert gexved uadsr conrcad ofv the Div durinzg the LaE snéd

FL I 7307 AFRT oaarabiam, duria vhich time it performed invelusble

,sz'vlce ia anlziar nossitle the movement aaéd apintenrnce of the Div.

Their onbsteowding snilib of coojeration and, their courrs~e and skill
i1 the face of the eneny were of the rreet st. velue.

L
Faut
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o Separate reports have been made rezarding:- )
(¢} Fmployment of tarks ' o

(b) MT - Performance, types recormmendeu to be adopted and s
recemmnanded scale of issue,

Ze Proteation of Beash Head ares .

As in operations for the capture of LiZ so in subsequent
operaticns at FINSCHHAFEN was the need felt for a fourth bde to
heldd the beachhed and niain supply routes to the main force &3 as
to fres three iny bdes for offensive cperations. Until the arrival
ot 4 Bde it was not feasible to operate far away from the beachheead
area, w%ith more than twe inf bdes, thus rendering the retention of
an sdeqnate div reserve a conatvant problem.

Be Beach Grovo

{a) %> cvercons the difficulties experienced in the initisl
develoomeni cf FINSCHHAFEN Base Sub Apea which placed a
neevy strain on the Div, it is considered that in an
amphibious operation the Beach Group which takes part in
the o1izinal landing should be s> formed that it centains
the nuzievs of a Base Sub Area.

9 p) 1%t should contain units of all the services and should
have its F3D. FAD, BIPOD, FOD, medical establishments,
own labour and transpert ard provide local protection
Trom nithin its own ves-~urces.

(¢} Shortly
recentisn and holding in the bezch &nd beach maintenanc.
avea, for roruavd distribution as far as the di rear

gump avee 2ani I'or cvacuation T and T-cm the bea:h «nd

heaecy mainienance area,

r after T Day it should be resporsible for all
an

4. pMovemen: Ccnsiderations wiuvhin_the Div

The piv’e operetlors were governed %o a large e¢xiznt Ty tae
+0llowing faetnrs aff:eting movement within e forretionz:-

(a) Hetive Lebour for carrying. Until additional natives
had been brought from FinsSCHHAWEN S0 LAR in Hov the Div
waa not able to operate to any aporecciadle extent beyoad

. the restricted area that could be supplied by sea or rozf

or by the very small nember of natives available,

(9)  Numbers of and abilitr to use small craft. Too few
~nart viere neld for the tasks reguired of them and il
frequcnsly delaye® cperations ior periods of a few day
vhile units ard necessery supplies could be ghuttled
fcrverd with the crait available,

" atii KELANOA was reached FINSCHHAFEN HARBOUR was the
- Lech norchorly safe anchorage held. This added consider-
zbly te torm-roand and difficulties of intercommunication.
during tne advonce up the cosaste
vFan suligble beachcs were not available alcng the coast
tue Turoe besene dependent on road communication for
forward nainterance, Bad wzather which prevented or
restricted movement of crafv euwgh-sised the desirebiiity
¢t having ¥T (und roads) r+s an alcercative,  Bad we~ther
alss ecphreired the need for builiding up forward rcserv:s
coacvrrently with the J~mizrd move of troops by ses.

£
-~ -
- yll.

(¢} £voilebility of & " izie=nt numbers ¥ suitable vehicles

' . e ramzer of guiienis v.luiclag avellable was belew
recuiremeria. Ofsen iie one vieicle was driven con-
tonac ot - Rpeonensat the 24 hours in the day t:- move

} forrardé  resuiial cgiprent and maintanorce, Cu

i 337 .sins aoves hud %o be posipen2d because vehicles

l oy prime suvers Lors 1ot ¢rillgbiz jor load curryini or
; Loving,



B

(4)

The.adVancﬁ of forward troops at t%mea hod to walt fop
arty to t: reught forward and in Vhose nsses the pung
gould not have been ready us soon o3 the inf, had {4 not
bean neeessury to move them forward ty shuttling,

%ﬂeguaﬁe engr units and mechanical equipment Sop egsential
ngxe. .

As at LAR the engr releurces viere belovw requirements,

Three £d coys and one vl of a mechanical equipment coy were
insufficient for the div slong ard yvet mugh of thelr effory
and equ.pment had to be allotted for work on the l.ivge
humber of braches used, the diy maintenance area ang £ .»
initial development of tie Base S1b Area.  7his shorigge
hel an alverse effect on 2vailability of roads fop op--
erytions. .

Cperations were frequently ™ascd on use o troous 1oy
g2rrying but tuere were never Bufticient troops who aouli
be cpared for this sosk to 2lisw it 4n be do-e exaept withe
in o very ulrgu.iscribed area.,  The aliack from SAPELBRRG
%0 WAREO; when thc zdvance was on = nayrow frontage until
the ohiective area was nearsd, was pinde possible only by
using the second bn to scpplement the inadequate nurfoep

of natives to supply the leading bn aud builg up sufficignt
forward reserves of ammunition snd supnlies to enable beth
b0s to te used in the final attask, However, shortiy
after WALRO vas captured it was supplied from GU3IKA, from
which a jeep track ran a part of %he way; and it woe ned
miny days before %his Jeep track war push-d through te
WAREQ iteelf, ;

Avelladility of lancing Crars

(u) Dui.ng the whole of the recent operativng along the conost

)

(2)

(4)

fQ)

(£)

(g)

there nrs been a sevious shortage of araft. Thig in
itself ha. reduced the effialenoy of ull uniis by prevente
ing such items as unit cqulpment,; storeg, vehicles aond
guns being readily available at ail timea,

It 12 consicered ihat 90 LGk arg r=gnured to maintain a
div moving along the coust, Thia wsuld cnable cll
mzintenance and operationz) vequirements to be met wishaus
ary serious icl-y,

In recxoning the Availlanllity of arart it has been fuourd
that only approximatciy X5 of oraft allot4ed are avail-
able at any ¢ne time OWing 30 neovy maintenance requiren.nte.

»1L the turn rournl s over 100 miles it 1s ecgensicl thet
5¢ «¢ neans ol iransperiation.e arrangea ircelving houviesr
craft. i.e, IOT cr Trawlers)s  7.th regard to trav.cvs,
L. two small spawlars allottced for AASG supplic.. frc:
FINSCHHAFEH to KZTANOA v.ore o Suceesr an?® the bhoass oulc
c.erat: in wewther oo rougan for LCV or LCM.

ST arc essential to enable stores; _iuns ev. vobc laxd:d
on teaches where the auyf ia too high for the smaller aer..t.

The LGV, though uscd throughout the cperation, is net cone
Biderce & suitable ercft for any pur_sose ooher thean the
landing of the assault troops, 1t cannot be uscé in
rough £eas, has small loading eapacity nnd is slower than
the TG ’ 5

At least four “ast boats are rcoulr:d fer communicaticas,
bota fo: Deach to bee:h end beaclh to bort communicatio.
Jn cccanions missicus have departed from a beach Just
pricr to receipy of informntion whic. should reccn the
miscion leuder, ¢.gi change of destinction cpuorationally
L. .es2arny, This inrormation oculd not be passed to the



fniesicn leader until he reacned his original destinatica. -~
\iaen beaclt recees ave carried out the informaticn should

pe imedintely available o the porsons responsiivle for -
gendity orafb forward.  With the present lack of & b
fgat praft this information is ueually not availeble
ur;il $ie foliowing day.

(h) As oraft have frequently to beach within gight and
small orms range of the ensmy, sore form cf suppord
craft is neeeseary as an esgord p uhen.ground oonosic+4
ien 18 cipested, to cngnge the eremy and profecs tha
oyaft nflost, and the working party, the orsws apd the
ot'sfs when beacheds

Ao Dormae b7

Bo Boat gnd Shore Regh

S TR

U882 3 & § Regt vhiech was under cord of the Dir gave cicei-
lent service and thae Fullest cooperation. 7acilitles vulh as
it wffergd wera indisdpensible o the prosesution o operaiicis. :
Howgver ihe orguniaantion and gauipment of the rogi g noi con- A
sidersd satisfaatory for adontlen. Alsgpaticns consiisred ;
neeggdaary nre indicated in quececiing paragraphs.

The Boa% Bn is vecommended to be 2 selfccntnined unli.
Whether or not a shore bn ls neceasory depends on whather the
rature of future opevations warrants ity L.l the amz upwlies to
a regt HQs

(e Boat Bn
Buggested outline organisation it
(o) Bnlg .

Ons gomd oraf't, opeed wy knots. MNot a landiny cralt,
$ guppord qr4f£, ppead B0 knote, Armed with a <lam gun.
6 Comn graft; 79eed 1B Lknots, Awemeg and eble o baoch.
1 Nagiggtien ayafh, spsed Lb knota, Armed arnd able to
Yeash,

ReDAR, ASDIO, good wirgless ocimnunicationa.

(b} Three covzi ench

4 Supporh avafs, gpeed 20 knot. Arned, @eh necessanily
iandipg spafs. Wireless to vi Ha ard proundi tp

X
[ W)

1 ¢comzunication graft :
¢0 LCH
2 107 .

At cash BSAswains, inviuding one peehanlc and LacCs.ary
gun nuhg Pl per ciaft,.

( ) Maintenancs g20hion :

Equipped to ke als types of repaiws to ell cwaft.

Be Boot En ~ allniumens of crald
—p T ar Ty

Tha Tollowing ig .n gubgtantictionr of the craft SCoonNme ide
ed t¢ be alloticd to o Bodd Bn in Buppary of a d.v cpernsing along
a count.

(a) Bn KY

(¢) ©Oomd Croft « to engble *he comuandcr 0 GUD full
conirol of his bp ot all vimas.

(11) Support grofy ~ & Twe 0 be alloted %o cash
goy und to provide proteation to *he m-53-923 netl
from the land £nd from small enemy suriacc craft,

(i11) Comnunioation Oraft s &
One for use by Div Gomds '
nwo for uge by varioun comis and theixr ciaifs for
gpeedy iouch with the various units ord csteblish-
mente along the cosat wieen thelr duty requires it.



(iv) Navigation boat - 1. Oaing to lack of meana of
navigation on landing oraft and the negessity of
eraft travelling at right 14 is ezsentisl that at
least one boat ke fittad with good means of ngtve
igation ard to bec able to piok up the appreach of
any eraft or the lccation of vee?s either sbere orp
below the szurface.

(b) Three coys - Each

(1) sSu.port craft - 4, These wo:l1 enable missions of
a emaller size than a compony to be gent to diffep-
ent beaches at the one time with their own mamns of
protection.

(i1) Communication boat - 1, Thia would cnable the
coy conid to have meore effiolent control orf his
missions zond to keep in touch with both his 3n HY
cnd the lanl forces.

(1ii) xCM - 30. Of these 30 cerofs ayproximately 15 -~ 20
only would be availzsblc at any one %ing, The
votal availability of the three companies should be
capable of maintaining 2 div in operations up i- =«
digtance of 50 miies.

(iv) 10T - 2. 10T are required to suppiedment the LCU
when the distance involved is greater than a 3¢
miile turn round, They =iould alsc be requircd
during weather toc rougn for LOM and on beachos
here the surf makes the landing of LCH impraniicable.

9. Shore dutics wh-n a Boat 7 is used.

Vhen the Div operated =war from the Base Stb Arez and cpened
riew benches for itself the necc ¥as feit Tor scme organisation,
temporary or permcnent, to carry out the duties in the vicinity of
each sich beach without zalling on the resources of th:- Niv. Three
shore coys orgariscd cn the foilowing lines weuld have 2t cquirs-
rentg:-

(2) Coy HQ, which thculd irclude Biges, VL0 and Sroops Tow

local protective duzics,

(b} A lzbour »l,
At lcast 90 workers were nccezsary ca the digger heaches.
lLabour was gencrally the greatest difriculty ut u.r
beach 2nd could often only he rrovided trom combatint
units, which is undesirctle.

(c) A supply pl of zbout 30 5ll ranks to man the beacch dumsis

This pl was required to relicve Div AASC for imirten-
ance forwnrd of tho dumps, AhnC sunply detachmont:
had to be detaiicd from Liv rescurzes,

{d) Transport pl ~f sbout 30 21l rarks cquipped with 10 jeoos
anl troilers.
Beach clcarance was o cnnstant predbienn, Yehicles had to
bz provided by Div AASC who were already forzcd %o cvor-
vork what tranoport they had.

{e) In nddition to thc above, engr assissance is required c.i
the beach not only to prepare but maintain veacn roads and
traffic circuite, Dump sites too have So be picpared Ly
engors.

Haintenance of roads in and zround the beach areas was
usually very necessary on pcccunt of the heavy traffic thut
had to be kept moving in all weathers. Tracters ware
fregquently required on the beach to tow off guns and
vehicles. The nudher of engrs ard the mechanical equip-
ment with {ne DIv wnz however insufficient to provide for
consivany atier”ion to the beachea ani the taziical re-
Quiresmants of {:e Div a2t the sgame timo,



10, Labour on Beaches

Labour on the beaches made blg demands on the fighting
troops and it is recsminenled that labour should as far a3
p2ssible be met by providing enough mer to do it without inter-
gering with the sirength, dispositions or preparednese to
#ight of the unit or formation responsible for protection of
the beachhead. .

1ig ifaval Reoresentative Auhore

The neceszity for having a senior naval representative
zshore at the beachhbad was emphagised again through the change
that occurred in the beaching of craft soon after a naval
representative was allotted to FINSCHHAFEii. It was only
through his initiative thet naval resusply craft were able to
be brought direct into PINSCHHAFEN, thcreby reducing the
strain that has been placed on eraft and labour when GOLJV
3RACH vias the unloading joint for naval craft. -

i2. Reserve of Staff officers

3updden losscs of numbers of etaff officere through illnes:t
point to the need for having rescrve staff officers, elther
witn the div or Lhandy anough for bringing forward quickly., It
also shows the need for having within the aiv officers, wilo
are not nwolding -taff gppointments, twained as staff officers,

13, C-3srvers

in mobile orcrations of this tvpe wien & large number ol
observers can bc expected, gpecial facilities are required,
adaitional to the div's resources, for the reception, accoin-
pcGasion end conductiag of ocbzerver nartics. A canll self-
coniaine:. and iobile organisation i€ rcguired with messing
fFacilitics,; uccomacdation ctores and transport - either or
potil jesrps and small craft. ?he cemp staff should include
eufficians officers to meet, arrange jtineraries for and guide
cuscrver nparuiet.

14, Air Faotos

The one unsatisfaciory feature sbout air photos hes bezin
the tie saxen, gensrally two weeks, to deliver extra printis
~equested after the initial iscue has been made. It is
pocomscndes that a system be devised to permit such roquests
teing mot in_ 2 much shoricr time, X

For deliverate operations in difficult country neithcr
maps nor photomaps nave been able to shovw all the detnil .

squired. Consequently = fairly generous Gistribution of sir
puotographs would have been of the greatost agsistance. As

an examole, 25 3de for its atiazck Over the cxtremely broken
country to 5ATTL3ERG wanted ten sterno palrs - 3 for B3de HQ,

1 pep bn HQ and O for forward coy¥s3. Some sets, however, ware
not reccived before the attack had finished.

15. ¢y Raquipment - vispoual

G¥ equipment was 1eft in the beginning at BUNA_and wias
not brought into the operational ared. As this qulpmgnt is
awlkward to cariy, takes un snipping space and deterioraics
rapidly unless expertly carcd for in this c}imate, it is
rzeomacnded that in future C¥ eguipment be issued only in ?Ee
tpaining period . .4 then be wichdrawn from the Div unless v
yceomzs the policy for the Laiv to retain 1it.
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\ 15, 1L¥alach-¥ith-TT Boabts, UTG70-1

) -.”ﬁBjGOOperatioﬁ reeilved from CPG70-1 was excellent, bhut
=rit1l personal contact hud been made the coordinatiou of op-
erationg Jf ET boats and 9 avat Div was not satisfactory,

Then, meesages between then had 9 be passed inoiph+» and ..
through other I'qQ and were Yarcly vedeived 3n time to Zea’ zve
what wud desired, . : . : .

Soon after HQ 9 Anst Div moved to FIHSCHHAFEN it was .
arranged that outgoing PT missions should c¢all =t FLISCH [ ATRY,
Thersgfter, comds were eble tu confer anddeily liciscn  as
catabliiched, of*en wi:h both outgoing ap’ incoming miwsiong,’
In addition, at z>propriate periods, 2 naval efficer of CTWIO-1
lived ay KQ S aAust Div, ¥rom the gongtans flratehond ard
eaply axchange of infarmation and qoopdinntion of plans whern.
théy affeated both panties, mutual henefit resolted,

17. Adr Supvort

5 AF gave most helpful eocneration and eflegtive suppors
hroughout the Div'a operatiois.

Toe two difficulties found 1n avrrangin: airp support were

{a) imitiating rcavests for some uncogrdinated aitoolrz
in time £ur action by 5 AF.
The Aifficulty; lay in forecasting rate of advance
of' the inf which gaverned:

‘ nomination of' a2 pombline that would nct resirict
our ground operations or endanger our troops,
and
5 decision, vhen the airstrike might immede the
advanoe, as to whether the strike should be.
carried out and our troooss held in cheek or

» whether to foregu the strike,

»

%o suvmit reques*s oy 1600 hrs, which was the
normal requiremens,entailed making an estimate,
based on th. siiastion as at 1460 hps Of.‘the v oy
dtppesitinds ;e expected next.day &% . thescohed-
yled $dme for aip.attack.

Despite ihe late initiastinn of many rec-csts for
alr support, all but two were fulfilled by ¢ AF.

-

(b) Belecting targets warranting air attack ycs ohle to
be identified by attacking aireraft. fThisg applied
not so much on tue coastal strip, where Iz M1ligermsa

. and tac R reports decided s-lection anc where kunai,
r™veos, broken coastline and irrcsular occurrence
of belis of forest cided location and rccognition
of targets, but particularly in the heavy jungo o
vhere most of the bivoupn ara2ns, defences, HQs and
Tforward dumps were,

18. 2oy Cooperation Aircpaft

Army cooperation airciaft of B Flight, 4 Tac R Sgn RAMY
carried out tuc R, arty R and sonfph R for 9 Aust Div through-
ous the FINSCHHAFEN -~perations,cnd thel:l work was of a very
high standard. a averzge of two sortiecs daily were flown
&ad %ac R Informatior was dropped to forward -bdes and Div HQ.
Throurou} the operctions orly three messages ‘were losi.

In %ag R- tr.ck informstion was always a valushle source
of intelligenae, but as different pilots carried out pacceL
on successiva deys it was found that some pasis for compa-
iscen of track usage was required. For this Turpose 2 track
within our own'FDLs was usually nominated. In cJseseing such
informaticn it vas csicntial to take into consideracion the
last fall of rain. :

N,



. FOP opportunity targets not large enough for a heavy aip
gtrike and ovt cf range of arty, tac R aireraft leading in.
fighters cquipped@ wilth bemls in place of belly tanke proved
successful. Buch missiors vere easy to arrange at shord
n~tice, sinee the sg» prc iding fighter cover reagily
vooperated.

In artv R, the standard procedurc produeccd the r %
satinfaoctor; resulis.

In the early sitages of the cperations some unnacLISary
lelays occurred wnen two w-v communication was not ¢ ablishe
e Jmmediately and the pilot failed te rezlise thot. although
he gould not heap fho ground :batlor. the ground station could
hear him. Uidcr similap clvoumstanas., ofte: both viiota and
gunners hod gained come exacrience; pilots were guick in
initiating one way procedure. The te-+ intervals in this
s¥ypre of chooting were found to be 4 mrinutes for initial
rounds and one minute for succeeding rounds,

Poi’ hoth toe R and arty R it was found necesscry to
operate a control wireless =met at Div HQ for :

(2) addiiicnal tac R briefing, made necessary by
changes i vae ground situation after ths sortic
was ai-borne.

v} warring of hostile aircraft in tk2 cres <o piio*a.

(c; reley of arty R if necessary, or instructing pilot.
to aarry >ut o "one way shoot®,

{d) notification of last minute changes of ariy R
targets or troops to engage.

(¢) monitoring of shoo%s to ccrrect and supcrvise arly
R procedure.

19. Liaison Aircraft

/reaquired

The provision &ty 4 ‘ac R 8San of a light liaison nircraft
prove” extrcrely useful. The FIPER CUB aircraft provided /
only & short lending sirip and little difficulty was experien-
oed in firding a site which could quickly be mpde into a2
serviceable sirip with a little engy mesis:ance.

The main tacks for which the zireraft was sed =are -

44

(2) 1liaison between GIII(4ir) and 4 Tac R 3an.

f.

(b) locul recce including engneer r:cce for roads and
river cirossings-

Ea R

IZxperiments using the airc-s’: as an arty OP were not
completed due to minor difficultics with the wireless -quip-
m202t provided for the aircraft, The defects in the wirglioes
cquipment were mechanical and not gharacteristic. From
observations made ns far as the expepiment was corried cu® %
appcared that this type or aircreft aculd be successiully
veed as an art; OP. R i

BO. GLiereosccies

~ging to the inercased reliance which i3 being placed
<3 ai@'ghctos *n inadequetely mapped counvry, the recommended
sa2lc aof lesue 27 stereoscopes is :-
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(z) 8tercoscopes, Universal

HQ Div

HQ Inf Bde, HQ RAa and HQ RAZ
Inf® Bn, Par Bn, and MG Bn

Fd Regt RA* and Fd Coy RAR

P00

(b) Stercoscopes, BS

HQ Div

Hg Inf Bde, and HQ RAE
Inf Bn

Pnr Ba and MG Bn

Fd Regt

Carr Coy

= GO O

These scalcs were required in 9 Avst Div's operaticn.

2.. OJaptured Enemy Equipment

It is desirable %o sprez? Knowledge of enemy equipment
by the trnining of selected cfficers and NCOsfrom Div gsivage
unit, ¥S Sec and Intelligence Secs at a school where they can
ha~dle all known typc- of enemy equipment. :

_ The ;?tachment to Div during operations of a representat-
ive pf Alﬁ}ed Encmy Equipment Board would aled be desirable.
A1l Intelligerce personnel within the Div (except FS Sec) are
@alnly coacerned witi. operational and topographical informat-
ion, wherers a renresentative of Allled Enemy Equipment Board
could concentrate on examination of enemy cquipment. He would
have tne necessary teehnicel knowledge to determine the &
1mpo?tance for intelligence of various contents of enemy dumps
and items of cuoptured equipment. His advice would enable most
effective use of limited resourzes of FS Sec and Div Salv Unit
for recovery of enemy equipment and its despatch to the rear
during opsrationc, He wcald knwo the items of equipmeni
specially required by Allicl Enemy Equipment Board, and these
could then bc given high nriority for degpatch to the rear.

22. AAPIU Personnel Autached

The attachment of o WO 1 from 1 AMPIU to HQ Div proved
most valuable. His services cncbled interpretation of air
photographs to proceed well ahead of operations. -This was

erticularly irmoriant when uzdvance zlong coast to SIO was
being planncd.

If a sccond WO or Sgt were attached to the Div. ~his would
cacble bdes to secure similar assistance wher reguirecd.

mhe attachment of two AALPIU pergonnel to the Div is
therefore recommnended.

23, Fd Arty

Although in the LAE operations thac 25 pr Short on
carriage Light (AUST) Mk I proved its worth, in the opcrations
north of FINSCHHAFEN it proved a handicap.

The sdvance norih of FILUSCHHAFEN was a fai?ly guick one
but shortage of road tranzpurt and shortage of small craft mui.:
the forward move of fd btys freguently a mattcr of shettling.
on one occasuin, after a light biy uad moved forward to suuport
the advance it was uble to fire only 60 rounds before it Was
out of pange and on another occasuon it woe out of range by
the tir= 1% had completed its rove. In thz end it bccame _
nc~essary o plan using only tnc 2 btys of Mk II guns to SuppoI™
for#eré operstions. _ ] :

Tt 5 recommended that in plamning stage considerat.ion 3¢
given to the holding well forward :y Ord of reserves of cither
thc Short 25 pr or 25 pr Mk II as applicable, s¢ that any
anticipsted neet for changing the type of gun marcd by the
forward btys can be quickly met.

- -
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... Thé Tk A oir Witk thé Div mann- *n addition te &is AW
¥ixséen 6 prs, sixbteen 2 pre vkich had Leen wiihdbawn focip
Lhf buse  These guns werz tsea fer Beadh @eflerds 283 moRudival
from the diy =2:80 manned coast walehing ond 6Rallérging staiions.

Tae Tk A Lty is not sailsfactorily equipped for this trek,
For communiccvions shiy Lo suore and from gins and challenging
stchlons to Div and Bde HQ “prcial eaquipment was required,
cuch as “elephones, 22tle, laaps daylight signalling sherds
rarge anu 2lsc moriars 2 inch, for bomds illuminat?a~, or SLa.

% is rrromoended that if in the pinmning stage T 1 guns

are considerci nccessary Tor such fasks considerniion be given
tc srovisicn of ndzguate coamnuulicasicns. '

2f; Zngineer Resources

(a) In tkis operatior ihc lesscn brought nus most forcibly
becausc every arm 20é serviees was alleetcd by i%; was
that for opsrations ir an urdeveloped country it 5
essential that tne prcoortior of engra to other armd
in the Div be increcused. srom the exrzricnde geind
it is recommcndecd that the npumber of £d coys in she
Div be doubled ond that mechanical equipment units
b3 ploced under commnd of the Div,

(b) =fforts were made fo double the strength of the engrs
by placiag under theipr comrand 273 Pnr Bn., Thie
wag oniy T ;isible when pnrs couid be gpapred from
cezenti.l operational tasks or from work labouring
on e b .aches. Lf the inercage in engr strength
is to be obtrined by a permanent alloimen% of »nrs
thei. thcze pnre would have to be specalally trained
and equippzd and could hardly be expceied te be uble
to earry out an inf role, when requirecd, efficiently.
It would mcan that pnrs vermanently alleited ta engre
would in fzct beoecome cngrs.

(0) w©wo major problems would arise immediately with the
Inerease of cngr uniis,
One vwould be the questiion of organisation. The double
fd ccr has the advontage of flexibility in thet 1s
would ehzure concinulty of advice and wark vhen the
fiouble eoy was cuyporting the onc formztion or employ-
ed in the cre scetor, Furthep, it would aimplify the
oontrol and allotment of work by the QR? ifmﬁe had
three inatead of eix £d coy comds 4o deal with in
¢perations,
The sccond question is that ol ability of HO RAR ce
at present orgonieed to command and administer not
only an jincresgsed number of £4 cova buat zlen the fd
Dk coy, the engr sig secc, incchoniczl equipment units
pttached ond uny engrs attachea to sguch units as
tunka allotited to the div. Whilz it i= csscntial
thit the CRT epend & great deal c¢? time away fpom
his HQ, apd the eztra administrative dutics caused
by the additionsl units will cntoil more offigc work.
This might perhaps be solved by appointing a 2 i/c
to the HQ of the engrs ant mcking the organieation
moye like thet of a normal Bn,
It 18 reoommended that the Div Engrs should be
opganised 58 an Engr Bn with adequste HQ ecstablishmeni

(d) Tho apount of mecchanioal cquipment required fap
opepaticna eimilap to the rceent apepations af 9 iust
Div nrqe aoneldered to hoj-
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Angle dogey DS & } To be 5 hydrociie amd 557
Angle dozer D3 10 ) ca2ble cporated. a
Angle dozer D4 S
Trcetors D 6 with PCU 2
Practore D2 17 (To be HP on ¥ ond ¥ b
8 _ Coys if nossitle) -
3000rs carryall 6eupl 2 '
Scoops carryalls " w0
Aulopatrols 2
Trailler Grac:rs 2
Quickwoy shove: 2

_ Rppar 2

A Plcugh g

[ Nitzhers 2 (BUCYRUS Type)

g Spcctal viorhehop fueilities for this would be nceded.

: The cmoun% for ary specific opcration would noturall:
heve to be based on the apprreiation of itg particulap
req - ircments. sechanical equipment allotted for a
particular oneration should came to the division zs an
organised trnit with iis own spc-ialised Dersonnel for
plani maintenarnce. The mere allotmznt of mschanieal
equipment would be vnsatisfuctory because cuificient
operctors would not 2 cvailsble from div ENgre nor

: Wou;d vhey have the poeessary experience, A ntrekanieal

_., ‘ cquipment coy < iz corriain plant vould be n suide as
to wnnt is reguired,

[: 7 f{e) It is ir-crtant that in an crphibioue ouwzvation the

CAgDT reciursce of the Div as “isenesed ubov: ehonld
be freed: Zrom any of thc cr~ineering work required by
she 3each Groun- The 3z2ach Groun hag ite own angy
problems and i¢s rcguircments should be dcoided in he
planning stage rnd oc alloticd cuite separately,

26, Traffic Control

7 It was found impossi*le to provide =ll-weathep randr

; oapoble of toking heavy duty traffiec inivially in the epop-
: ations and it becamc important t~ <xercise striaf trafffq
control on all roads und tracks. iy was also found noogszary
to invesli complste control of these reads ond Hpacks in the
GRE to eprsure thot full operational volue was obiainzd from
their limitcd life.

i . A section of 9 aust Div Pro Coy. which was 21l that

L ' corld be spared. was allctted to R.3T to onforce oaontril but
i although this sec “%d very good work it was considered
inzdequote wnd ~fien Tormations had to supplement the polic-
ing of roads where thcy passed throuzh their seators oy
pfPcetll their operations inzicately.

Do 8%, 8igs -- Line Coimuniocation

() ZLine was used as the pramary meuns of commanication
forward of Div HG.

(b} To mointoin iire ccomonicotion during a rapid
cdvance 1o was Tound nec ssary to:-

(13 maintain gets building the line Zorwaprd of
the foomation or unit which the ling wos
intendLd to serve, in thz case of DPiv « Bde
lirez as Tupr forweard as fopwaprd iafantpw
Grarpas =% where poseible.

' ‘
Cliep ey
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{ii) concer:ente th: efforts of iine sSeccs on forwurd
lines, Te thie end it is necesgsary that div
or ble line sece be relieved oi all rearvgurd
omi tinen® s.

(¢) Cable requirzd;:-

(i) 20 milee of assault ceble is reguired per bn,
3¢ P~ intra-bn uee and 10 for patrols.
Por :intra-bn workX US asssuls cable is neceasary,
2zcept xn eemi-stati: defensive posiiions when
D III eirgle should be lcid.
Wor ratpe? work, U essanlt cable being stronger, -
more duranhle cnd reliable is preferrcd o Aus?
enamalled casoult caole, The locts. can however
be used anl will be rzquircé when Lhe ormer is
not available,

(11} D IiI single is rceded forward of bde lQ. It
would he better rYor thic cable to bc iasugu on
Reels No 1 (1/3 mile) than on Drums No § (1 mil:
which are ton hegvy und nnwiéldy for forward inf:

(d) arrengemeuts were made sith 'iv engrs that eignal
lince would he luid or one sidc of tracks while cngr.
development would be carricd -2t on the opposite side.
This necescitated 2 combized recece by cngr and Bif
officera ¢ determine which side lioues would be laid.

(¢j Des.ite every carc being tsken by mechanical equipment
operators damage to liues was ineviteble.  So that
lines could be repaired with the minimum ot delay,
lincemen werc attached to mechinicsl cquipment secs
engaged in road construction-. Taie arrangemcnt
prored sntisfactory.

(£) As cable rontes were confined to existing tracks some
congestion of lines resulted; particularly during the
more static operations. Several mcthods of identify-
ing lines were tried but the most succes:ful wos found
to be labels as laid down in Signal ¥raining All Arms
Pumphlet 3 5zction 34. The lobelg were cut from
light tin plate znd marked with the unit serial numbcer
punched with a nail,

(g) Swiu.clibosrds 6 iint and 10 Zine are unsaciefactory
due to

(1) weignt

(i1) hcevy muintectanes ond adje-thiubte required sz to
- dglicate corzisuccion,
{1i1) zusceptibilityr to dumtge by atmospheric diasturb-
ances even wio: nornl prolactive devices.

It is reeomsiendcd that s beiior 2ud lighter 6 or 10
iine azogneto opoinrd be provided.

(n) Telephon»s D5 have proved 'nsatisZuctory due to:-

(1; suseeptibility .f zouconent parts to damoness,
principally buzzer urit and key apparatus.

£
(ii) . constant mechaniesl cajastment requircd 77 Buzzer
unit. . ’

(iii) weight.
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i\ izl tyne I _hone overccoiscs all the cdisagvaniagas
¥ otelent oo DY excopt weizht. It is r.coaseided tnas a
Lghter telio: hone, Jri:sdying the widvantages of th:z Brit'
il Lo opoovidogd,

23, Bips - Wireless Coaumunicaiion

(2 wireless s2ts 464 and 8GR 5733, oy their exc.ilant

o2 forminnac, nave won She cempleie aonfidence cl

Iny ol

(1)  wirelesc 2ot 48a.  This sed proved extrenmzly
relizvlce anld mi99t suitable for coy — La iink.
The amin cdventapss are lightness, robust
constrnetion; c¥fective vuiecvprooting and
sluriizit s of operation.

(ti) wWireless set 3C: B363.  Apgcin this get proveld
relintlec for pl -- ecy communications ydap

varicd conditions. Same ifficuley vwas - - &
s~ericneed fooin rain l=aking throwyl. the crpin
uperh..'e in the zop of the set. Thr zev uas
succeszully use d forr inter comasmication
between inr\ari inf and tonpiisz, the Jembss 16
get being LHuncd to “he LUCR S3b65. The DR
€30B typs wircless sets - rg gonnliIred
escential for foraord inf in wobile omerati
and it is recommended that th-y he iss=ued oo
the basis of orz bus kit £ .+ each bn in the Gi~

onn
e

(v) wWireless =zcts ATS5ARE proved suituble Tor the civ
terminal of the Div - Corps lirk,

{c) Wirelese sets Humber <2. Tuis act hos nroved o
bt oo suiiable substitule Tor Mmber 11 -eﬁa, o
1calar1y ii: £4 arty regts cnd ind ties where “+*s

lighitness givis it o graai advantage over the
".a'.'..af:.’:’ 11 -et,

kel

) wWireles:z sets Number 109 perfiormed excepiionully
Ww.ii throughnout though its weignt restricts itz
uee {2 conditions where jecps c1n bz used or
adcuuate na%tive porters are avoilable,

(e) Im- bntteries for the lighter types of gets shouid
be reywarded in containc>»s sz2led against demp
tn avold the high percentagn of wastage due to
deterioration.



3. Rations
(«) oOnece egain the neocsalty for a'bulunced pack! yad:

erphosised, One of the greatest difficulties experiencsd
vag in naintuining belanced stooks in depots,.

(b) The Vpaelaused pack" on similar lines to the .merise
Jungie latlon ro far ap pecking goes, wouwld enadle :-

(1) ©Depois to be »lwaye balanced,

" {31) Reservis to be heddwith forword unlte vithout ltems
bPecoming unserviceable and thus reguirdng replacemrh

(11i) Ratioms to be sent {o exny numbor of personnel in
tieir original pack.

(iv) Scoplics to bes transported by cither ses, airx moto>o
7éaicles or native carrier without necessitating
repacking.

(e Tﬁe commoditiez to be contained ia the balinced pusek to
be pinller . to tr+ prasent BWPA ratlon.

50s AASC Per:iconsl cllaotted to & Div

(2) <wing te the long Aietunce over vhioh the operationa were
cerried cut end Zhe large number of AABC Qetachments which
hud to 52 made, there was always a ghortege of both Supply
Depot and Gen Tpt Coy personnel.

(b) The fcilowing additional AASC personnel are recuired in
vne Div

(L) ‘ivwo additionel Supply Lepot Pls. - This would make 8
Supply L2pot Pls ner Div and would enable 2 pls to
be aslloited to ewch Bde and two to be used for Div
troops.

(11) one sdditional Gen ipt El.~ equipped with 2% ton
z ¢ GMCs, This would enable one pl equipped with
-eems and irailers %o be made available to earh Bde,

ard “he asdditionrnal pl to be availsble in the rear

areug vhere the greater bulk of the firansport would
be reogulred: ’

d¢ie lob 74 Bikeny

A "ics5% welocme and popular unhit wap the mobile £4 vakery. It
is recommenfed thot in futurc amphiblous operations the f£d dbukery
e cie of the tnits sent forward early after the foroce is properlyr
established ashores If the Div becomes separated from the beach
stintonance arsa by communicationsa that will not allow bread tc bdbe
nari of ths duily ration, thern that or enother mob £4 bakery will
be rcaqauirsa forward in the Div area,

3%. Medical (rgenisuilon in Beasohheed Aren

(a) Expericnco hus shova thut medical uniia must be provided
in & peachhsad orsa for the following functions :~

(%) 7T-ansporiing patients from Div medical uniis, by
lending erafi, vehicle or bearer.

(11) Rsceiving cususlties and siok from Mv medicsl unitc,
(144) Evucuuting patients to ships, landing craft or planes,

(:¥v) ©Prcviding medical posts on subsidiary beaches.



{¥) :ruviding 2 medicul servicr jor pers-nnel in tle
beacnhead.-

(vi) Cdrlleching medicel ~tores unloaded from crafi end
conducriag a medicol =lores dump.

(vii} pPraviding set .mb Teace hrumapo: b personnel.

‘) Por the sbove tas¥s; L. r217owilg melical i~ wre
segquared in o oe-chhend ruinzuinineg v Div,

(1) oo

(117 ore fd emr

LiL) Det ser wab fnt.

(iv) net nedioal stores depot
{v} Red Oross Stores Depot.

{5+ L7asuation arrungsminita should be in the hends of a
Yeaolh2ed G, who shoul te on the Beach Group §taff.

[y}
P
]

Neldicai Corrorts Soale

It bns ouver fownd that 11 wn overwater opzration, the pecrcens-
RI6 ¢ CMsativied vanble %o vake most liems of normsl diet is high;
in wddition ol Pedrile crses ars held and treatsd in the cverssas
evre. Fer she=e .asons the medical comforis scele should te
reletively . viah te souplomant normul patiouns: for febrile case-
thelmedicul tOmI'C ?E68 Scie xnust wholly rerlace the rormal ratisn
goLlEa

34,  ADMS' Fo.l ¢ iNe

. hlgh rate of slcinesa preveiled among .nedical officers of
the Div =nd f£4 embas and the COS were e times serioguvsly underatarTsd.
Casuulilfes by sickness to K08 of unite alao caused great difficulty.
It is recomnended that ¢ small pool of 408 should be made available
ts £L.8, a8 tamnorary replucements. and for alio*ment to beach
peats rC other smell detaclme .:s vhich regquire on H0. :

€. : tigtoherr

The standarc a.v streiche> is too narrow foi use with paitients
heid in DP9 and C1S, us the body of tbz pailunt 18 in contast w#ich
b:.th sides f tng nosquiio nes erd he is likely to be bitten
sirot 1 the new, 4 folding sYretiher nf sufflaleni widik, eac with
scieerr leg~ to nrevent streteling or segging of the canvas, shauvld
he issued "o £d embs ard SOF in melaiic:is arems on a scole of 200
»2r unit.

36, Thismin

Tewards the end of the campaign, symptoms ‘indicating Viitamin R
dericlency were noied in numerous cases, and it is recommended that,
except when tae Ticld opcration ration is being tansumed, & 3 mgm
THI JIIN tabplet bte nddel to the caily -~ution soale,

., Men-ioais

I1 his been °emply provec that fatigue and the HALARTA rate
are dirsotly z-omoriloasl. This is an cdditional reasen why equip-
ment for the jungi» should be as light as possible, cnd every
expedient us.> to reduee man-loads, )
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29,

41.

garhers' Tood R

Issu? on the szale of onie somplete set 84 emeh subunit La
regommendad. Tue lmmortanss of keeplng men shaved and barbered in
troplosl condiilons counot be overemphaeleed. Most walts hed thelp
own egquipment to begin with dut replacement parts or new asis vould
not be obtained.

Propelifat Charges - 3 inch hordan

M m3e havo 00 3erlous deizetog-

&

)

as at present packed, projellont chargss, both primany and
Beconfury, av9 cusceptible to dumps Cssualties msy pouslbly
auve beea *nPlicied on o owa Lroops, und iany minfires
have ccourrid Trom this causz. It 13 stroagly racomssnded
that nxupollant chargss phovld be packed separatcly foom

the bomba, in ssaled wat2roroof contzinezrs.

Yasked vapistionn -ave goourred in dliferent batahes of
propollant okanges., This hes limitud the uwssfulness ol
mortara fodr veiry closa suphort.

(trensdes hASHA

(u)
(v)

yet wenthepr causes deterloration, and numerous failures in
dztonation,

A waxed gr ocllophanz envelenz la racommendsd.

«303 Viokaps MMG

()

4

(®)

Stoppagss

Stoppage: were very few, the majority being enuwsed by bedly
f£ii2ud beltz. Lock apringe oid firing ping were the only
breakager of any conaequenae and these were not serdous.

one intercsiing breakdovm, whioh ocourred on two guns, wes
caused by the sliding velve stioking when the guns wcre
bein;; fired at an soute angle of depuession, thus allcuing
the water %o holl off the realr end of the barsel vhepe it
bulged,

vhen rounds were loose in beliz, it was found {that appro=-
lmately a querter of u gallon of water poursd into the liner
5 minutcs before use, %ighienc the velt and no stoppages
ocrurred,

Suggested alteratione und JA¢A%ions to Equipment

(1) Yw,n uyps pucks ba ispued for oarrying gun storea and
emaund.tinn. (Bue MGO Equipment Hemovenitm Mo 8 Pure 3i)

(44) 3eitur heai~realsting cll 1o necescary for 1ii7o.

Present iasue »uvas 1'% wocer when really not.

(441) armronition box eradles (oollopsibla) be Zisted ua ell

guis to permit of free ewiagling isaverse.

(4v) B£z:ell penoil typs eleotrio torohes, with remote control,

capable of being fixed to bayonet rclot as aiming lemD
be issuedf. The present Box Night aAlming, is too hulky
eqd fraglle. salming posts are unnepesssery as stud OR
beyonzt gives & good siming mark.



(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(vi11)

That better tyoe condenser cans, with recessed
handles, be issued. Present can sgheds hendles and

breaks seams easily. GCollapsible ecanves contalners

would be suiteble in some eases. If water were /
gvaliable in arec they could be carried collapsed.
This would save an immense amount of trouble in -
sarriage. -/ readily

netter type ammunition box linere be developed.
Present liners frequently have broken seama thus

damaging the smmmition. Carrying straps rot and
break.

water proof covers for guns, range finders &nd
sinoculars be issued.

Hew type slide pule be isgued, similsr td Mk VIIL.

Czne rules split, becowe jamned and white ants eatl
thcma



SECTIOR 11X -

CTICAL AX 8

ENEMY METHODS
Attack

1. The following characteristicas were noted, but enemy methods
were not uniform.

2.  Approech by night threugh thick vegetation to forming up ure
close to our Fhis, Enemy skilful in moving eilently uy night,

PIB often heard sounds of enemy pefore these were deteciec oy vth
troops.

9. Actual assault sometimes made at night; mcre often about

dusk. Sometimes silent but o1 ien preceded by muoh nolse, bugles
and shouting.

L. Enemy attasks and counterattacks costly failures. Troope
cume on bunshed, without any real plan and spperently knowing
little of our dispositicnas. Having failed onee they would come
agzin in the same way at the seme place. It appeared that once
the attacks were leunched, the Comi had no reserves or was unatle
to control them or his forward troops, -

5. (a) Fire support largely :beent and never well coordinatec.
Supporting weapons when used bronght wp by night or
through jungle tn close range. On sccasions 37mm guns
were fired ot -anged of 40-70 yerds.

(b) Arty and morters when used in support of attack relied
on direct observation. No indireet fire wae used.

6. Positions very close up to our FILs or astride our supply
routes were ac times gained by infiliredion thrcugh jungle. Even
if no further ettack was made, the enemy was able from these
posltions to herass our positions by snipers, end he was Aasily
dislodged. Hle proximity to our positions gave him immunity frem
arty ard 3 inch morter fire, Jaot

7. Enemy approached by tracks or along strezms. He did not
make lerge movements across trackless country.

Defence

8. (8) Zneuy field works were conetructed more for proiecticn
against our Jire than for coordinated une cf werpons.
Biting (except ir respect of prototion and corceulment)
bed. Many pits on reveree slopes not sited for fire
except at & fow rards and many others lar:<ly "nfight-
able! beoauge o1 iieavy overhead cover.

(b) Pillboxes; when there was time “or their construction,
were very strong, made of cocrnut logqs, often proaof
egainst arty and mortar fire,

(é) Weapon pits were of the foxhole type - ground level wi.:
soil removed ~ connected by underground tunneis., S .-

times develored pl poaiticns tnat resembled rabbi-:
warrens,

(d) 1In defence the Japs appear to rely to a considerable
extent on the use of alternative positions.

®. Concealwent end campuflege good. Defeices Were often £ f'ew
yurds back from edge of vegetation. This did not impede enemys
view of advancing troops but mede his po3itions difficult to
locate. Thiok pamboo Provided an obatacle to inf assault more
formidable than bsrhed wire.



—oge _
10s. (m) Defenslve layous generelly wuncoordinated end with little
appreciation of the velue of enfilade fire..

(b) iositions scldom well sited for &ll round defence,
Prim:ry object apparently to cover track,.

(¢) FPositinng often in some deptl along treck but not uesued
extending very far on eitiaer sidc of track.

i1, TInlord positioin sited to control a track were normalily
p~t~=2d wherc the track ren alcng & ridge. The site chnsen was
usugll~ & narrow seddle wh-re tributory gullies on either side
ouflanking movements 4ifficuls. A Btandard layout was: & MG
t. Pire dow:: the track end & I'G on each side able to fire dovn
gelly;  with usually ore or two sentries up %o 1l0C yd- in tfron‘
of tue main posirion. Tar sentries were rarely alert anl vere
wsatll - uweelt wita 2y ow forward scouts. But shioiing tiem
_iurme. the post.
- .. 7. pevorol in.tences 1 fer..s mede of v fev stirsndu ol Sighua
ssble o pleces of lighi bamboo wam ~pectel across the track B
“lor:t distcnoe in foont of &n enemy posi: The fence was not
often exitended ceyond the cdgee of the track and was therefore no
recl obstanle, The purpoae of these barrier: was not clear.
Smopably they were Ilntended to cause our o ward scoutse to pause
sn shat they could de easily shot,

13. Tefenc.s founu in places on the coast, sited to protect
reacheps, Were mo:re solidly conrtiucted than mct of these inland
ané wepe of the pillpox "burker"” type, €.g. those at SCARLET BE ...~
ey ware often veuwter sited than trose inlend but weinly for
f.on’ 8} firs. The advae:_tuges of fire fpum aeadlends seems %o
nese peen Little aprreciated,

14, {&) ¥ re wap withheld until attack peaghed ologe quariers.
It war diffioule to estimeie the ptrength op extent or
caemy poultions by drawing their fire, e.g, whoun ane
po; ition was attacked it was f.und to be oceupled ay
8 coy witn several eutomaticz; yet no more than thpee
pifles and one LMG had fir:d from it in retelietion to
our fire over some cdays.

(b} Tails control cf emmunition exvenditure may have resul tel
a; mech from shortage of supplies &8s from policy.
Eerlier at FINSCHHAFEN the enemy haed not been 30 sparin
in his use of LNGE.

15. Trip wires and boo. ,; traps rarely used,

16, IR .a1e event of the encmy withdrawing from close contcah it
wep generally donz afte- the applicution of fire un” inf pressure
or arter his crmounicuiions had pean threetened,  slmos®

inv: »iaply the withdrawal was mude at night end vwae cften coverad
vy u-fenpive patiolling early in the eveling,

17, (a) In defzzeive _osit.ons en~my moves muel py #/..ht in

Bpice of ti.e difficnltirs ¢ !he ground anéd junile.

(b) Tracks in rear of enemy FILs .ere u.:a freely b day
with 1ittie provision for She protection of work! 1 anc
foraging parties, who were of“cn unarmed.  This
corelesshess gave great ¢ppurvunityes to our patros:.

16, Saen our leading scout wes hit hie body was invarisoly

covered by fire, Lttempts to rescue wounded or remove dead
aften pesvlited in fursher ca.aities,



L

“ 33 4
OUR MBTHUDH 4D Lhmabib Lnamnt

Beriesal,
18, 'The muin lewBons uppecr from bthe followifig poregraphs.

8., ell trained ohd 1ightl; eqiipoed in' in cdequatc numbers
f-rm the first reqiirement in a jungle compaign,

Bl  our froops praperiy troined and resnlttely ied are more than
& mebch for the Jop either in the jungle or in the open.

B2: There iB no mystvery in jungle fighting. Suecess in battle
there, as elsewhere, depends on the worale qualities of dicerminec
leaders and resolute, confide:it, .iBciplined and well trained mean.

23, operati~ns in the junple demend th> correct applicution of
rorm.l prineiples of wur. Specialised tuctics or "dpille" should
not De wllowed to tuke the place of guick appreciabions whd the
tocties and @isporitions proper znd appropriate fob any papticulur
eituation.

24. It is us possible in the jungle, as elsewhere. to give inf
full eid of supporiing erms; and they should have it Tfrom the cir,
arty, tunks,

8. Oommenders must beware of overestimuting the *actiosl strangth
af' thelr dispositions. There are two dangers_ -

(a) In close country & unit or sub-unit usuaily has ccmplete
co2trol of less grourd .han in open countrs. istances
beiween its components (sections, pls, or coyB) ers lems,
a8 the gaps cannot be so readily controiled by coseised
fire. But circ.es drawn on mepvd to indicute dispositione
often cover more than the small epeas effedtivel; neld -
and can be misleading.

(8) with -estricted fields of fire 1t is numbers of fighting
men thich count, not the forms of their organisation.
4 coy rednced to the fighting strength of a pl - (a8 was
&t times the case) - cenrot hold the same ground @s a
coy vt full strength. To cuntinue to describe it a: a
coy can be musiesding,

26. 4ithough the ground which csn be effectively hold by a unit
or sub-unit is iess in the jungls then in open covntry, a cortinsz-
uwus front is8 notr vssential. A large area ~en be controlled by &
limited forze with its X*48i holding mexn tracks. Large stretches
< unoccupied jungle must exist., Penetraiion between our positions
will always be possible. It need not be serisus provided:-

(¢) The garrison of eacir position holds its ground and ius

adequate water, foud and emmnition to hold out in
igolation for severel dsays.

(b) Euch locality into which it ie essentini there shoild
be no infiliration at &li (e,g. dumps, inctallations,

HQ tveas etc) is occupied by & sufficient numger of mu::
to prcvent this.

(o) Each oody placed to control a rcute Zs Btrong anough to
8o mo. Control of & track normally demands not less
than a tull coy, preferably more. 4 few stroi.g
positions from which orfensive patrale operate are better

than many smell dets which cre liable tc te defeated in
detail,

(d) In fighting the cap it 48 more important than ever fer
8ll comranders of al srm3 and services to provide For
their _wn securit, ut 81l timee,
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'gir,  when tar;ls afs Working in forward areas they Shdtlad elvays,
Yeh wHen on the miVe, be provided with inf escort.

B&, o U7 can do the task, use of the 3 inch mortar ;§a not
Gecormended beccuse of the physical difficulties in reple Ang
mortar ammunition in fomrard uretB.

26, >n the jungle, difficulties of land commurications make .
greuter the restrictions on tactical moullity impoeed by conerldext-
tions nf supply ond transoort.

0. (&) In attack, in the preparatory stage, pitpointing the
enemy rust be dore thoproughlye. The Japs excellent use
of camc:\flage and conceulmen$, hie use of ualternative
prsitioas and his practice of holding Tire until
attacked at 3lose quuritere, make propes pinpointing an
essentinal if 2 aould plea i to oe formed,

(v} If th~ ercmy haa b=cn hcid in clobe contact and there i
un overnight pause, before the attank is laurched, 1t
viil, Gue to tae Japs habitual chclae of nigrht lor tis
wresking of clcse contact, cften be newess&ry to tepd
hic positions t4rly in the morning oi which “he attaok
is to be made, yhis epplies also when deslay in
launching athack qceurs ia daytime,

3. omall arms pressure to be effeotive demenia large expenditure
~f ammanition: Much haressing fire from MMGe at very olose
rar2 ig partloular.y effective. The enemy then seems to prefer
turneiling to retaliation. In one i1ssition which was csptured

. “¢a. a period af close presswre, Japa were found at the Bottom
of their hole: firing straight vp in the alr “eppitied to pyt mape
than (“-ip dflen sbove grourls

32, (a) Oround cained chcild be held however smull the galn.
Or. sevesel oceasions, attacks which at the eni of the
cay ezemed tc have gualned part only of their oobjectlven
were fourd in the morning to have been completely

effeative fe the enemy had Withdrsin from the whole of
hi;; poeitions.

(h) An the e¢nemy is never pyespored to surrender he has only
two slternatives other than death when he feels his
poaition untenable. He oen break nd run or he can
rneak away by night. In aitacking, our troops should
ell reslise thut if ther resolutely hold the gains,
however smell, end keep up pressure cn the enemy, then,
if he doea not do the former, he will in time do the
Tatter.

33, hen use of srty hnd 3 inoh mortars is restpisted by owr
forward troops bein~ too olase upon the enemy, high expeniilure
of grenusdes and 2 insh wortar Ucmbs muat be enticip-ted,

34, The mair fuults in cemcufloge vere :=

(a) he iagrifice of ca.oufl.ge for gonveniente in tha®
come gleeping quisrters were built wcll above ground
1ovel on rid_zs with 1ittle camoullage or iispersion.

(p) The obvious use of ekyline tracks pimply because the
track rah along the top of a ridge. Detours are
negecsary and must be policed.

(o} Ocoking in defensive positions &nd eleeping areas.
Every etfort must be made to reduce smoke to & ninimum
and wlepe goaaiblu cookig chould be done to a flank’
awey “rom defenaive positlops.

(d) Positiong not properly dng op tonstpycted, Some over-
head cover is ese.ntial to reduce oasualtieg from ggglﬁing
~Ll morturing.  The majerial for cverhead éovep shouldl’
nat te ¢ut within the apgp #e the natursl qémogflbge in
fapliuyEde S ' |
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(£)

RPendene)y to sUnoLke 5&1;-‘:.1 it phout in ghoupd AR crraaeld
puditions with the knowiedge that enemy poats wre &
olose ag Q0 or 400 yuxds,

Tuatrrioient care willi8a6 'ond photo rending,

g5, ;GYENOS Guard aguir:t Epemy Hear Guard

(u)
(o)

(4)

(e)

operations of this kind were generally onthodox during
the pursuit phase of the campaign,

At this stage the enemy could ofien »e driven Trom his
positions by arty fire slone.

He did nct hold the high ground on the flank »f the
coestal track or take advuntage of the long fields of
fire orfered by extensBive naotches of kunui. He occupied
na.-row nosltion: astride the truck a few yards in from
the edpe of the ti Der where the truck pussed from kunai
into paiches of jungle und held his fire until the
lecding elements of the vanguaourd were zlose wupon him.

1n these zcnditvions it was found best after contact wus
made io withdirew the venpguard to & safe distunce end
shell t! 2 area of the enemy position even if its exteng
wae not fully known. In some case tanks were orought
intc action.

These methods often caused the enemy to go without it
being necessary to commit iaf to e ettack end cesucltiee
werge thus avoided.

38, PoBitive steps muct ve tuken to prevent the development of &
Yout-~)ff", Ysurrounded" or "tight nerimeter" complex when & unilt
is foroed on the defensive i:: th: jungle.

7. (a)
(b)
38, (ﬂ)
(b)

Whei. there is eny risk of 2 unit's normel supply route
being interrupted bpi the enzmy adequate reser-2a of
enmunition snd supplies should be in *ts vostsa.

It iB important to meke resnrt to these regserves “or eny
leugth of time, unnecessary. Men who are expendinz
their reservep becnuse : >rmel accese hag been cut :£f
feel beseciged. If an elternative route ic opened and
regular suprly and evecustion recumeé their confidence
is ingreaseu,

Gh oceesions normal comnmunlzations ware cut by enemy
partics establishing themselves ucross ths traok ln rem::
of our positions end at the sume iime the enemy wag
egtablished on our flanks. But no case ocowrred of &
unit b=2ing literully surrounded; &nd it is thought thsat
this i not very likely io ococvr, :

When troops are apparently 'cut off" spgresgive patrollirz
is especially imrngirtant,. loirale is stimulated; the
enemy's limits are discovepred; new roundsbout routes

inic our own positions are foundy end it is realised the:
the ‘giege™ is ovar,

89, When attioked end cu’ off the first determination of &ill
commenders and _roops in the jungle as elpne.here must be to yield

1o ground,

40, The oommol use of the word "perimster" in jungle operatione
cuuses migconceptions whigh may prove dungerous,

4. (&)

(b)

This term is gonerulily tuken to mean o closely manned,
more or les. circular area astride a treck in which &
unit or subunit bivonezs ror the night when it is moving
in contuzt or possidle contact with the ensmy.

But there is come tendency to regard such perieters nof
ar expedients for the security of a force temporarily
blvouaced Guriig iobile operetions dut as no;z ) dis-
poeitions 1or 8 defensive buattle in the Jungle.
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¢8¢ Yhe Alsadvantages of close perimegpdefences are -

{a) The tend %o limit the grownd held regardless of itas
tactical significunce,

{p} By limiticg the ground held, they ineresame the risk of
the forze being in fact really surrounded and they
cestrici the oprortunitics for agiressive peirolling
and internal freedom of manceuvre.

(o} They tend to oe overcrowted and thsu vulnerable to
encmy heavy weupons end wnsatsifactory for hygiene and
wdminictrative reasons.

{d) Taey avz vad for moraule, us they tend to be essentiall
passive &ni to ¢nhange the “Yeut-ofr'" feeling.

43, Jefeneces should ve dug in and rconeesled where possible,

<4. nares of fire and visibility are sbvissble in defence in
orcéts to repgain na¢ utilise the fire power oi' mutomutic wesvans.

48~ Wherever nostiole vegetation should be clesred to provide
extensive lieldn not merely lanes, of view and fipe, Bulldo:=
wiis do inls anvidily;  out if they cannot be used much can oe
¢one With muchettes und axes to elear &ll light grovta.

£6. (e} This paliny prevenis the enemy getting so eclosz to our
positicne thed he cannot be safely engegad by arty and
a2 réaird.

(B) It also enudi-s a grester area to be held as ground
between A=tenc-¢& loaalitieg can bhe cPfectively covepred
by obeerved Fire.

{c) -Surprige can s5'121 be achieved if clearings ape
correctly £1%ed and the ouiting of fields of fire which
uttackers must cross need noyt aerinualy prejudige
conecesiment f &ct-..] fiping poritions,

(G} Fewey -.a were ncoded forward when Tire lsnes had been
. ocet cnd then wempon pite ten yurds apart were in iost
© cases, -uite satlsfactory, The ecgonomy in men per-

migted the holding of mobile reserves for fighting or
for =worying eto.

='. Tie Shicker *he jungle in fryni o cgup pPosition the more
“mpo. tuns 1t is that it be immedintely expi_red, "*hick growth
cbscures the conformation of the growd, Small piges end
reenirunts &re not appurcat. Bui thelr Lxigtence .mst he-
digecvered if our weapons elv (o be sited to the Lest adventage.,
Sor exacpai, 11 har been suid of tne MMG that it clears ise swa
“ire lane. That in & conss is true; but it esnnot cleup a
firslliane through a Urss of earth or curel.

8. (2) The selection of ground to be held in defence in Jungie
is.ﬁictﬁted by the sume considereiione as cleawm -og
w214 vaphesis on the following matters,

() T@Q mein approsohes ax« tracks whick ugeally follow
ricra and.acnetimea orcel L34 river bheds iy Sthesis
doTap re.2.2s.

(¢) The tuericel » Jue ¢f high ground 18 dim'nished if it
i= ir‘thiek Jugie ar 1{ offers no Letter ct:2rvation
tlLon Tow ground. A nill feature 5 ti.o flank o &
“rack gives littlo control o” the track if noiiing can
ot Le2n i'rom it, '

{d) The best ulacer for contrclling a srack sre wuher 1t
scilewe a imire ed e ridae.
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{e) Watcr is often dirficuit i~ obtain in the mounieins.
Bub urovision should be mauc for holding a watop
point within every defended position. Sprines Caab
be looked for and cocks conctructed as soon &3 the

position is occupiled. Sore preseprve -~ water in
containers should be maintainrsd in each poast,

patzols

/9, (a) In genersl patrols should be of not less tnan oxue pl
strengih,

{(h) It is not ency for any white patrol however smoll
woving in jungle teo deteet th= presence of concesaleq
enemy without being itaself gseen, Zhe rzason for
keapine recce patrols smAll "to see whthout being
seen" . may often therefore give way to & policzy ar
"gafety in numbers®,

50. 7h~ begt compopition for a petrol wag found tu be one pI
with atiecheds a small group (three or four men) of PIB if
avellable, on2 or two signaluen with light ceble, emarty and
{depending on the ruage) thi:ze inch mortar Fo0s.  Th: keileot
genses of the PIB made them lavaluable when worlkingec wiil fhe
1orward scoute to give warning of the enemy.

51. Grouwnd found free or enemy by patrols cannot be presumad
to remain so. If 5% 1Z of tactieal importunge that 1t be
held it should nz cceuriec et once unld furthey tr..ov3 s22%
torwurd to reinforee {he putrel if necessary.

53. (&) 7he objest of u patrcl must be dev¥inite and quite
oleer to the leriier p2fore he stert:- irqetinite
mipsicny ave of no more vualue in the jmm-iz t'wn
elsewher. .-

(b} In puptisulur,., if 2 patr~l is t~ ro %0 & poarticular
sl.ae, it must Le oleapr wuaether it 4f meets cvassition
on the %rack it ia to remein and engage the enucTy
there or return, o> brerk -£f econtonst and pesk ¢n
rsooh 1ts original ot jeutive by another poufn,

Patrol leadera must not ne deterred fron their
object by contact with the enomy..

B3, Fatrcis moved glowll in a3lcae ecountpy ond ape attimis gud

for two days or inoree. Vhen rossinle, line communicciions
ghould normail-- be mainieined rxcupt in the case of land p_trola.

Light Peorols

» {(a) offersive night operationa were not undexrtal-n b us.

(b)) Movement by night in fipgle is 2ifficultf; and becans:
of the opportunities of congealed approach by day io
of imch l2gs value tlan in open count:y.

(o) Any lapge sosle night :perations ere no% recommend: -:.
but omell partier might perheps usc nigh$ for piaging
amouriied or onipees for metion at firat ligat.  This
wes not attempted. It might not be practiceble in

thtok jungle nut might be done in cosconut plontatians
or kunai.
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"1 Mitchelis

. 9 Fultons, )
12 Vultzes )

"9 Hritons )
"t 11 Veitezs )

27 iitchelils )
5 Marzuders )
<h ifitcnel: )
» sitchelle
9 ¥itchz1lls

€ Xiteh:11s } -~

9 Bosto.as

9 Bostons )

20 Vulsecw)

B Lib:rator: )
A¢ hitehells )
% Bostonaz

9 Buotong

=« Thangeriol s

RAL Canrt - bdrg-: g.eep

Encuy pus.. 3 — SISI and 3.903Tupe0

Clos: =7 -~ enemy Posns S.T2LBERG

area.

Duwps =2nd bivounc areas 510 -
2SCHZL DT (west of 3I0).
1 ) ] 14 [} ]

n o . , "
RUSs P (west of Ut0) to
N RIS _
€iv3e SPp — cOSry posns uaTFLBTRG

aroe

Enemy neld willages PINS =200 WBTG

urea, Supply lines w281 of S0 FLIT
B7L.CH,

3LTALBIRG aren
1 H ]
mouth of L4073 R

RS VTR U e Call B2

9 Barg~s uiticked - :szults :pobscpved.

Fin and low ciouds oveo - SIRL ~ reoults Laotserved.
~<Pplosions ut G.HAURG, w083io. 0 amn dumps.
Avztroved. .

Large
Bailtirgs

S o C Lurge s::;plosic.a -
“wul eolumn of smox~ from re:;= of praminent builling at

[ EL3ERG,

Fives anr=te d, othem..se ui.chserved -aue to heuvy ngle.

Bombing and stiruiilg re-ortcd sccurnte.

810 HISET™OH and a nembep of huj:s_'destroyed.

Bombing and strafing bivoun.c ureus ind & 1ps.  {rta destreyed.
Bonbing and strﬁflng itported cecurzte. -

-/G meintained atiack for 1 hour.

Enemy dump rd Bivoune rrnas. LA and 3LTTLRTRG viilages

drmolishee. 730 (.ng .f Sombs drouped.
Box:ing ana strafing er:zmy posne - Accurste.

SUanc.tod duap uoe: . Bowbing 1 syrafin, repericd-ace:. sate

Bagge swigr -- T bapges dostrood 0L,
S0 rnts a’ SLLLUK L 3L U7 sir I, fip.s sturtoi.

-

310 «I3 ICh sirzTeld, : -
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3 Kov 12 Vultezs g PLUBalIVA and track south Suspected dump and biveuac area at NubBLRIY.. Dive bombing
15 Thunderbolts and strafing.

12 Nov 6 .araulers £1:E1 area (west of SIO) Barge staging point and bivouac aren. Firee started in target
11 iitchels arec.

1= Nov L RA-TLLING I Barge hunt - nil sightings. Track ALINGAI-ZAGiH™LT atrafed.

16 Nov GUSLE-FIOR- LiRT0-LA3.47ENG R- Enemy maintenance areas. Bombing and strafing.

Wi Tl %G, I=-KTLAHO.,

18 Nov 6 Laruulers -OLNER00 orca Suspected dump area. 42 tons bombs dropped. Probable ammunition
2> idtchel.s dump hit i centre of targ:i.

19 Nov 2 Bostons fAIZIBN G Suspected Cump an bivouae area., Bombing anl strafing - results
: ' not cserved
21 nitchells ¢ KUGLUEGTURU Dump aren, 38 tons bombs dropped. Dircet hits observel on huts
6 Larauders } ana dumps.
& Bostons GUS YL ~MUZTH Bombing and strafing along coast traock.

20 Nov 34 iitchells ) LITUNGTUFU area Dump area. Direcet hits were observed on huts and in the villages.
8 uarauders j  (sentre of inland HUBE area)
9 Bostona a1l to L.RDLIBIRG PT Barge sweep. Coconut grove znd: tracks bombed and strafed,

. Results not observel.
21 llov 11 Bosions 234l GROO-FIOR-KULMKO-1L.RE0~  Znemy dump onl bivouae creus. Bombing and strafi ng. Resuits
Z.,Gun} uI not observed.

22 hov 16 ?itchels TaR2(~JOIIGENG wren BommbiIng znX strafi:r - tricks ard Jumps. Results nat observedl,
3 Bostona LTI anl 460 Villéiges and coast track bombed and strafed.

22 nov 15 kitchelis } o0 BIRG-2 0 EAR ancuy bilvou: t areas.  LOREHG scecurately bombel - target indicated
6 Bostons f by arty smoKe shells. Villages -n” tracke J- . NGTC-KULUNGTIFU

Joubed ani strafel.
2% liovy 9 id*chclis F OIS Villages, .lowps an. bivou-~z arers bouwvod.

17 Laraulc—
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DiT3 4/C ENG.GED P3RGIT REMARKS ,
24 KQ\' 9 niichells LS, ~ SIALSE I8 Suapected bivouaz and dump arcas. Bombed.amd
6 Bostons ) : strafed willages und tracks. Fire: startgd. ia
gun ot L ADIEBERG P° destroycd. ’
%6 Nav 28 iidtchells ) H 2 RETL Saspected d&rp area and barge hideout. Fires
3 uarcudevs gtarted. $4 tons bamha dropped.
27 Nov 18 .itche.dsg EQBRG.L wnery d2f position. 27 tcng bomks dropped. Gn=
Iarge explosion; fires etarzed.
6 Litchells Suoply dropping to 2/32 Bn at P.BU.
28 Nov 7 iaraudert ) ZJHe. Zneny def position. 25 tons tombs dropped.
‘9 Witchelus |
28 nitcohesls 8.1 OR{uest of JOj — MEH LT Burge sweep - nil sfihtings. Coaat defences
. Bombed ax: strofed.
‘9 Bostoms Adad, — S31a10e Bambing and strafing along track. s0me expiogsfona
at KalaidS. _ ‘
30 ey 18 Bitchells KaLass, ' Domp and bivouac areas. 27 tons bombs drupped.
' ascurate — sever:l explosions in target arez.
1 Bostons ZLAULT - a3l @G B sSuspeeted epemy L of G. Bombing and strafing
. ) . trocks EAZULUO-LGKON, =in34776G R, :
‘8 Dec 9 Litchelle } 307 R Earge off-loading voints and dumps. Bombing
10 lixrauders ) accurate. 29 tors bombs dropped.
4 Deg 32 Bosdone BLUCHRE P ~ JANDOLAT Bombing and strafinz coustal track and villaeges

and suspeated Tump arec ot mouth of R S.liGua.
: Sore exprlosfons.and. black -oroke seen. » ..
18 iiltchcils iatu . — SI0 IS Suspected dump arecs. Some cxplosions and b_ac:k:.
T - . gmoke seen wi ST0 Il..

.5 Dee % Boztour ' oI I6I0U BT Bombiig and strafing enemy occupicd urecgw
6 Dee 3 Joetons n . . T " " "~ S
- 22 ifitenddls KON, — KILICLY Zremy dump sreas. Bomblng accuratc. ZEcark
gtrafed fucl Jump LaXONAL
n Dee 21 Taaler. BEALIONT.EN I H AN Scapected dwap areas ar’ L T CG. FPoohing snd

gtr fing coartal track cnd viflage.
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JaTE A/C EING.GET TARGTT RE=.RES
8 Dec 10 jarauders [y 1§ § Drap arca. 15 tons bombs dropped.
11 iitchells suandu€a. i " 3 " b
9 Dec ¢ Bostons. UK - LS8 F NG R % are¢.s and LofC.  Bembing avd strafing coastal track and
inpes. .
. 10 mitchelte HIBIl.L Pamp area 1b tons bombs dropped.
13 Dec 4 .iracobrss FORTIPIC.PICN =P - S.IDOR Barge wwcep. 10 barges strafed, believcd destroyed.
14 Dec 5 Thunderraltc 2 " b Barge sweep. 2 barges strafed.
16 Dez 10 kitchells 5.0 Duy =nd kivouac areas bombed.
9 wariuders ZL.,NOE n v -ooon ot
17 Dec 9 ilitchells WiaiBa R} T hd "o “ e i
18 11 Bostons KaNOLY ] Du-p aress bombed and atrafed.
. 12 Bostons TLIANG I T " " " "
19 Dee 12 Boslons TRLAHO ~NUZEN Crastal track and durp areas »ombed apd strafed.
10 zitchells HIZEN Barge off-loading point benbed ardi strafed.
6 .airacobrac BAL Coast Barge sweepe.
20 Dz2e 12 ritchells TADOKAT Dump areag bomnbed.
6 nriaraudars ARSLRTL . Suspa~ted bn area; large explocion seen.
21 Dee 11 3ostuns LabDOKAI-FALINGAT-AGO Bambing and strafing ememycoccupind arces - hcm?:;ng cecorate.
22 De¢ 12 Boston. LANE 0L ~ HUBIKA Boubing and strafing suspescted dunps. 14 tons bombs dropped.
8 Earaudiers Co.
23 Dee 24 Bostons TiELRIA Somting and strafing barge hide-outs. 10 tons bombs dropped.
. Three barges destroyed, ¢ damaged by strafing. :
24 Dec 20 Bostons TR RITN Pouking ani strafing barxs hide-outs. Three barges damaged.
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JALH] &/C 3HG.L.GSEP 7, RGZT RELLRKS
27 Deo 18 Litohells ) Ay TRCAI-KANONI Bombing and strafing suspected dumps. 29 tons of bombs dropped.
12 Bostons ) X :
29 Dec 5 Liberators “3%0 X Enemy bivouac area bombed.
30 Dec 12 Litchells TABLITNL Bombing and strafing barge hide-outs.
-4 Jan 10 moraudera Nl 3170 Bombing harge *hide-outs: 2% tons bombs dropped. Bombing
9 Jdtchelle 5 accurate, fires ohsewved.
5 Jan 8 Thunierbolts Coast Patrol Onec barge destroyed at NaMBaRI7i, two off CHISSI IS and two in
SCHLANGT! H..RBOUR.
10 Jan 12 Boatons MaifBLR1YA - 310 Bombing and strafing divouac arecs.

| ‘NOT=2: .ir ops listel <bove are orly those carried ocut in 9 .ust Div area of operations o» adjoining areas directly
affectiag 9 aust Div ops. Fighter intepceptions by patrols and/or requests through FC Liaison party: 6 AF attached
9 aust Jiv are not iuaclufed. .



Apendiz e to-9-aust Div hLeperi o Oummalisges

¥ 0T 2 DCT 45 - 135 JAl 44 - :
x Jdesteyycd ireln3es craff probably deatroped. ixazed ipelcdes poss=ibly desiroyed.

. z.._ < . — e ————
Tine Viindiy Destroyed Dasagell R2marks
am s10 4 Sype a . Hesdiny SE loedrd with tps
Right EKILANO: JABSOUR | 1 beasthed barge strafed
- s 1 Type A 4 Yarges ensouniered, all of shich re-
1 large MG turned car firs, Jom: ©=3 1o .IB orea,
# BLUCHER 27 .1 locge LG 1 Zype A offBs werz ecgaped by shore sjuns.
a WALYLGAL 2 Type A 1 Tyope A PBarpes zere hesding south end appeared
enply.
®  HLIC3AYR PT | 2 Type & Heading 32 ard appesred empiy.
M OV ANOA HiRBOUR 4 45pe A 1 Tar: - LI8 Heading S losded With stor:s. XTBS wore
engaged ty —hore gups.
B340 North of BLICHER 7o iype I puboarines scrifaced. Tnzaged
e with tcrncloeos, direct hits seored
. 3ubs- subnergod.. & large area of dis-
i eolourzd water sccn, bul no wreasxage
. observad,
2300  WALINGAL 4 Type A
T "night u S Tyme a

y 01?7 GAPR KING ¥lided 2 %ype 2 Ipaded with ips moving north. .
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Date Time Viecini<S Destroyed Damaged Rewarks
12 iov Dsce iJa=N 4 Tyu- A Bargee were ucacied when engaged,  All
get on flIz - TBs were engaged by shore
EUnS.
13/14 iiov - pight KTLANGCA HARBOUR 2 Type A
" " NALIBGAL I Ty A 1Ty
i5/1% bov " GAPE X6 WILLIAK * Type A Tour margec encountered moving south.
I'%Bs were enrzeged by heuvy fire irom.
shore guas.
16/17 iov " SIALL X 9Type A
29/23 lov 7 SIOL 3 e A Barge.s vere loaded
# " FLUCHZR P 5 Type A Pour barges encountercd fppvTrg scuth
loaded. ' 'Bs were eungaged Ly shore guns-.
£is24 Licy ' HiIRTTIHBIRG FT 2 Tyne 1 Zix barg.s ercountersé loaded and moving
gousn.
/S5 Yov " C.PE KINS UEITIAM 2 Troe Lo ne sonth.

NAGTALT VA

Fiv- bu-i:s euch nf 230 Tuzs conbtzining
”ibu ety. urd three vafts with her-y
ucxes suqr,idcd Lelerw Lelichve i azsn, ALl
believ.d Ho be dozk cargo of -~ubuarine,

AZl ‘eslrorad.
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e
Datu -.Lim Vieinity Destroyed® Samaaged™  Remarks :
—Gﬁ'nec :ﬁg:rt DOAPTR BA¥ - 4 Iyre & Aoad2d and moving south. T®s gamk, Two
{vest of 820} degtroyed op the beagh. _
7/8 Dec *  7=IS3 PT IType & Tninzded and moving Oorth, Type B gark, ...
{weat of 3O} IType B Type n destyoyell ob the Leark.
9/i0 Dec ¢ RYIS3 P 2 %pe B MWoviag aopth.
S Type &
il *  HAXDENBFRG PT 4 Type A Bargzc were 1ying-to 150 yarfe off
1 Iare WEC HARDSNTERG PP, 811 appeared espiy.
ETBe eaxe urier begzy fire frap sbhore
£ .
"11/12 Dec ¥ SaNE B mooily 5 Type & 1x7anmmamismm .
guit cacaped. Beayy firc Lram ahore gose:
'32/13 Dec ® 2S5 IF ﬁm% A1T beliewel £ully Iosded. -
2 T,pe
1x80/120 £ barge .
28/19 Dec B 3EIS3 PY 7 Type B A1X avoving serth ey
&80/100 L bargss
i ¥ aLTINCAT 1Tyie B Joeded snd moving sonli,
‘21722 Dee « o= 2 Type = o o " o
22/93 Dec % ERI33 2T 4 Type A M¥oving morthk empty.
2 Type B
e " SCIAINIGRAT PT 1 Type A .. 3 Type A Yoving south ioaded, IMBs came under

heavy ire from ghe 2 ‘guns
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Pate Time Vicinizy Destroyed Damaged Remarks
24 Dec 0630  GNRI3=NaL PP 1 Type & Submarine barge appeared to_be designed
. 1 Piquet boat for towing by a submarine, either sur—
1 submarine barge faced or underwater. all craft were
- AT Tt 1 ) beached when engaged by WTBs. '
36 Dec 0650  HAMBARIVA i Typé % Hoving SE empty
1 Jon 2035  VINCKS PT 3 Type B '
(Hest of SIQ} }180 ft barge Moving SZ, Shore guns engaged MTBs.
2 Jan 2200 NAMBARIWA 2 Type A doving north, one loaded with ips. MTBs
_ fired un by shore gung, , .
3 Jan 0030 RREIsS IT 2Type B Hoving west.
7 Jan 8100  NaMBARTYA Two rafts cnrrying food and medical sUpe. ..
Both destroyed by .iTBs.
" 2135 n One submarine 1 miles offshore. Sub
dived when attacked. No results.abserved.
)
9/1C Jan night " 2 Type A Destroyed on beach. Tps on beach engageé’
ETBs,
@ . . HMRWARTH PY 4 large MLG One lcaded with 7@/100 twus, ons on beach '
. -Awestof 313) loaded with amn. Moving east.
* =7 RIMBA J9 barges Loaded and wmoving eist,
«. . {wezt. L SI0)
u MARARR:
(west of 3X0) 3 burges on tk : beach

T

3



-&=
- . - x x
“Pate ime Vicinity Destroy=d Damnged : Remarks
-9/ 10. Jan ‘night DG E‘.““I BaY : 46/50 boxes of food adrifi desirayed.
\.55-*53313 2219 BRIBL 6 %ype A& Bnrges d2stroyed on the b2ach.
(weat ar SIO0)
- 10 Jzn ' 0030 DORPTR BAY 1 Type B 2 Type a Barges w3re moving 4 loaded with tps. all
: 3 Type B wepre armud and =ttempted to fight off MTB
atiack.
" 0427 Y=BER Pz 1 Special 6 Specixzl All lozdad with tps heudiné 0% armed cnd
{weat of 310} 1 Trpe B attemptel to fight off 1B attack.
- 20/11 Jan night R2ZI53 PT S Type a doving N1 loaded with =ppro: 30 persons euch
armed with 37am and am:l)l zrma,
" 11 Jan 0730  SIO 18 2 Type A Be:ched und louding pers. -meinly natives.
1% cot to LG K BoY %o 1 1ifecbont
. 11 Jon o4, POMLERN BaY 84 Type 8 Type a
21 “yr=2 B T Type B
7 Iarge #HICO 1 large HC

. 4x80/100 £1 b 6 speeinl MIC
1l 3pecial 3G
1 snb bharge
1 piguet boat
1 litzboat

" NOTE3: The utove surcary ineledes or™w i 3@ &8 0ps whish hag n éirset bearing ¢n 3 sust Div ops. +T3u »putrolled the gast
corst ¢ the HUe ~ PRICAGLL « 20w nif S excens vhen the wosther cond. iions - ide it necesw v . cancs- p:trols, 103
Lrom O LaeBt Div coni-et.d - thocis wigetly v poescd on any ioformatlion gain.d Y, omruad Sreozl o4 ot the sune tim2
sencived iulormatior of w™° Muereas an” vicults of boasvious night Savris. eneLid o LY e opricr to 16 ot 43

ap: oL availabric. .
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Appx “HY to O Aust Div
Keport on QOpeiruiicns
B Oct 43 - 15 Ju 44,

TABLE SFOWING JAP UNITS EASY QF SIO INVOLVED IN

OPERATIONS /GAINST 9 AUST DIV __HR SEP 43 - 15 JAll 44.

(&) Unigs whick arrived before our capture of

FiNSCHH/FEN .2 0.% 45 :=

Unit ‘StPEEgth

Yavol troops inci 85 Gurrisen
Unit ar:d 15 Al Defence Unit

1 shipping Gp HQ (Mad Gen YAMADA)
with attachments:~
Cne sec 30 Indep Engr Regt
One Sec 36 Indep Engr Regt
Fortion 8 Saipping Tngr kegt )
Stores Denot 5

B0 Inf Regt less I Bn and & Coy

Heinforcements “or I En 80 Regt

B38 Inf Regt: 2 und 5 Coys, Regtl
ng Coy, CF Gun Coy znd 2 Bn Gun
F

;IiI Bn 26 ¥d .nrty Regt less 7 Bty

0210 Coy, 102 Inf Regt

one P1 11 Coy 21 Inf Regt

cne pl 21 Indep kixed Bde

one coy 21 Lt lrench ortar Bn

24 L4 Unit {portion of 50 Indep
s Unit and of 1% Indep i
Unit uttached)

20 Div Sig Sec

1 F4 Hosp 20 Div
&1 Div Cesutlty Collecting Unit
4 ™d Hosp 51 Jiv

Totul

1,000

100

2652
100
££0

250
100
70
20
120

100
a8
84

80
80

5209

(o)} units which cer.ved ofter 2 Oct :1-

0 20 Div

79 Inf Regt

8 Coy 78 Tnf Regt

0 w«nd IX Bn 26 Pd Arty Regt
7 Bty 26 K4, Arty Regt

20 Engr Regt

20 Div Sigs

20 Tpt Regt less 3 and 4 GCoys

53 Indev Engr Regt less 2 Coy

20 Div Medical personncl

II Bn 238 Iu” Regt Yess 5 und 6
Cors with or: pnr pl attuched

I Bn 80 Inf Regt

Three co.s 2L 51 Div

100

3196
70
520
60
580

130
440
600
470

500
<00

150

Remurks

only 300 eiffectives
left aft-: caphure
nf PINSCHEAF:N 2
Oct: probably with-
drava duving Qct.

Withdrew dur..ag Hov.

Movement Ordes
Strength.

Traom 41 Div

From Bl Div
Frcm & Div

Probuoly 3 Coy

Muey Puve srrived

luter.

HMovement Jrder

Strength.
1 1

Movemein* Table
Strength:
" it "

" i £
" 1 L

Evecuc: s from LAE
voyvement teole
Strengtus

" n

v 1t "

sNOMI DeTencs Unit;
ev.cuees from LAE,
Ei.guged on tpt
duties.

B ot
.



-Bh
{p) Uniys which errived after B Qat (Qont)

Elements inel 8 Qoy, of 83C inf

Regt evanueen from LaE 300
HQ end 8 Cay £1 L% Trensh Yorkar q{x_‘ 180
7484

GHANR TOPAL 8,08

HomEie  ED Iiv nlgo hod unded dafmend § Ghippineg Engp Rept,

Thisa 4 not inplnded ohove, heannpe 4% wap haged an RAMBARIYA
and Wup Mot enzoged in Jend opepasiang,

FRINFORARMENTH: »

No ullowwna® 48 modh whaye fop peiliforcemefitn, From
PW atatementp, 1% appeuppn grnﬁtigal}y go peinforeementh peuched
units pplop to refpeut fpom MUAIRA = WAREQ line,  However,
gonfipmatapg evidenpe fpom PW gapfured ooth hy 9 sust Div wnd
p¥y BaJDPR YORQE jfsijoated thod ‘200 peinfopgements for 80 Inf
Regh and 8pD Top 19 Inf Regy reuched G:iLI duping Des. It ie
knowp frot pme of t-geaﬁ grmfopnementﬁ myved ecnt of SIQ, 40
pednfopgemenya fop 80 Int Regt got ep fuy us HUBIKA, ond 56
reinfopaementn joined i; By} 80 Inf Regh uf KANSARUA on 27 Dec.
AB ta the reintopgementa fop 7Q Inf Regt, & PW stated an
offipep let't fpom Regil HQ 4 Deec to bring them forward. Another
PW fpom B MG Qoy 79 Inf Regt olaimed that ebout 27 Dec near
SIALUM he mpoke with & poldier who was & reinforgement for 2 K
Coy 78 Inf Fegs, PW was told that about 70 peinforcemcnts hua
arrived fop this coy, und they were retreating blong the coc. .,
hectups B MG Coy was withdpewing inlund wnd could not be con-
tactedy, ©On the whole, it sppeurs a subdtangiel pirporiion of
the 1,000 peinforgecentp moved ewst of 8I0 oul ho"eljowunpe I8
mede Fop thia 4n oRoye tahle,

3
AT
bR



ADDX "%, s O-Aust Dlre- ., -
Repert on Operations 2 Oob sn -
16 Jun 44,

.g X i A 5 4

.1 INROHHATEN Rape fijh Avea WAA atv;thiﬁ time undep
HOTRY .gpﬁsg?li.‘nnal. gommend of 9 Aanat Biyr

. L op Bepydde . R Unit . e
i) 44y 1 o anst Liv
' gap HQ 9 .pst Div L .

H_ Qoy 2/1 ust Gd Regt lens §, Rj 4 FAR
A Bea FaW '

TR 8/¢ Aupt O (Commundo) BgR

ARID 1 sust Tk Bn, less B 8en

0 .fqil\;l\‘,‘ HQ Ria 9 aust Div

2/6 sust Pd Regt

2/12 sust Fd Regt

2,{4 Aust Li o4 Regth

2/3 Aust Lt as Bty (aMpiowvpd)
£/ sust Comp . Regh d
11 Aust Tk A Bty

M aust Hy Bty _ ;

2 Aust Mtn Bty {lens seq)

1 Fd Bec 2/3 auast Svy Bty

b Jdust Svy Bty

9 Det 1 !1b Met Flt

84 aust AASL Bty

Lax ‘ HQ RAE 9@ Aust Div

2ﬂ3 Just Fd Ohy ' .
/7 Auat Pd Coy “
2/13 tust FPd Coy :
e sust FA Pk Ony

® 3/E% iust camflg Unit
3 0or P1 2/1 Aust Meoh Bqut Coy
Det O aust ¥d San

. 1gr @ aust Div
ﬁlqﬁ B g/:m »sust Cipher BSea
/6 aust Fd regt Sig Sec
/18 .ust Fd Regt 8ig Seo
B/4 wsust Lt s Hegt Big Seo
/1 aurt Comp u. Pegt Sig Sec
sust Engr Sig Sec :
4 Aust Iaf Ede Z21g Sec
20 aust Inf Bde Sig 3ec
g4 sust Tnf Bde gig Seo
£6 nuvst inf Bde Sig Sec
-2/1 aust Berch Sig Seo
De% ©5 iust W/T Task Seo

i HQ 20 sust Ynf Bde
K 1 pl 2/1 iust Gd Regt
2/13 Aust Inf Bn
2/15 sust Inf Bn
B/l7 Avst Inf Bn
ﬁa g4 Aust Inf Bde -
B Pl.2)l.in3t G4 Regt
B/g aust Ind Br. . -
B/8R Adst Inf gq
R/4§ Anst Iaf Br

3

1
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e it it et bttt PR o o
iR S e
o - “_I‘_"ﬁ s . ' Ir .“ A

R B8 4list Inf Beo
4 Pl B8/ .ruat oa Regd
B/BA Aust tht Bi
B/ et IHE B

" iﬁa 'sub'gf Igganﬂ

8] Altst I .

BB aust Inf
B9 /a6 Aust Inf ph
B7/62 sust Inf Bh

Y sst Div Carp Coy
& Ooy PiB

n oy PiB .

B sllst M@ Bl

B/% iust pnr BR

HQ Comd :ASC 9 allst ply
R et B hot ooy
Bt Ge D 0 -

bet 4 aust Limd Bde Goy ..ANO

B/B MEL FC awmb

/8 sst ¥4 smb

B{'li sed md Amb .
4 sust Pd b less A Go¥
bet 6 aust Lt Fa amb
2/8 sust Cus

9/3 Aust SuCU

D ohd E Secs 2/5 nush pental Ynid
7% Aust Dentel Unit

B8/118 ,ust Bde ord Fd bk
B/129 ,ust Bde ord Fd Pit
D=2t 2/188 ,ush Bde Dra i bk
1 iaust Tk Bn brd Pd Pk

B/EB alss Lab Kt
B/6S il LaD

2/C1 fust LAD

3,67 Aust LAD

2/M3 siust LAD

2/76 Adst Lid

2/77 aust LAD

2/78 Aust LD

284 aust LoD

B/4 iust LY s Repd Wkehop Bee

8/l Aust Comp Aa Regh Wrehop Bea y
84 Aust AAST, Bty Wkmhop Sec .
B/178 Aust Bde Wishod .
2/122 Aust Bde 'Wkshop ™
B/123 aust Bde Wkshop

1 Aust Tk Bn wkshop

8 Aust Div Pro Coy

P Atst Div ¥4 Caosh Offlae

9 aust Div Postel Unit

P Aust Tiv Balvy tnit

B iust Div Sec Receptioh cump



LHQ TROOPS UNDER COMD

Det 1 sust LiTIU

It LTIS

D2t ANGAU

Det Public kclutione
Det W/T Sec 4 &2 8an
Det DCS

GHQ LO Purty

Us TROO 1IDER
b83 Regt 2 BSP lesp A snd B Cays

TROO, N 8UP
6 «ix Liuleon Purty 6 AP

FINESHHAFEN Buge Sup .peu HQ
18 asust Fd Ooy

7 aust Docks Op Coy -

2/85 .ust Corps Fd Pk Qay
Det 11 .wuet Water Tpt aQp 0P Qay
2 just Fortiress Bigs

19 1, of G Sigs

HQ 23 sust Sup >2pot Qoy

. 380 ,sust Sup Depot Pl

406l .ust Sup Depot D1
26 /mst 3up Depot P}
66 Aus* BIPOD Pl
£/304 Aust Gen Tpt Qoy
¢ 4Just Fd Bekepy
104 Just FAD
4 fuat 70D
g?g Aust LAD
b isuss LaD
B/2 iust oas
Det 107 Auat ,idv Depnt Med Btnpep
D2t LLDosS
Pet B aust Corps Postel Unid
Det NG L of G Stationery DPepat
bet 8 Aust Movement Gontro) Gp

ADPZ "JI* {cont)

P aust Graves Regiptvrotion & Ingquipiep tinit

Dot 2/1 Aust Tops Evy Qoy
Loft 38 8 Anst Plgeon ReQ
AHEAU
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