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ABSTRACT 

The following new taxa of Leptanillinae are described: Yavnella n. gen., Yavnella argamani n. 
sp. from Israel and Yavnella indica n. sp. from India. Leptanilla bifurcata n. sp., Leptanilla 
israelii n. sp. and Leptanilla judaica n. sp. from Israel. Leptanilla judaica is known from 
workers and larvae, the other taxa from males. KEY WORDS: Formicidae, Leptanillinae, 
Israel, India. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Leptanillinae (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) are small hypogaeic ants. The workers are 
eyeless, with 12-segmented antennae, denticulated mandibles, 1-2 segmented maxillary palp and 
1-segmented labial palp. Dorsally, the alitrunk usually has only a promesonotal suture; the 
pedicel has 2 nodiform segments. The females are larger than the workers, wingless, eyeless or 
with very small eyes, without ocelli; and the pedicel has only 1 segment. 

Males of Leptanillinae were never found in copulation, or in a nest together with females 
and workers (Baroni-Urbani, 1977). The males regarded as belonging to the subfamily are 
winged, with very reduced wing venation. They have well developed eyes and ocelli, 
13-segmented antenna; the mandibles are small and usually toothless; the pedicel has 1 segment, 
with or without a well differentiated node. At night the males are attracted by light. 

In a revision of the Leptanillinae, Baroni-Urbani (1977) included 33 species, 17 based on 
workers or workers and females, and 16 based on males only. According to Baroni-Urbani, all 
known workers belong to the genus Leptanilla Emery, 1870 and most of the males are considered 
to belong to the same genus. Three species, based on males, are considered as belonging to 3 
different genera: Scyphodon anomalum Brues, 1925, Phaulomyrma javana G.C. and E.W. 
Wheeler, 1930 and Noonilla copiosa Petersen, 1968. 

Like Baroni-Urbani, I believe that some of the names based on males may be synonymous 
with names based on workers. Nevertheless, I think it worthwhile to describe and name 
Leptanillinae even from males only. It is far easier to refer to a named than to an unnamed 
species. 

The Leptanillinae are known from Spain, Corsica, Sardinia, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, 
tropical and South Africa, Aden, Uzbekistan, the Oriental region and Japan.




























