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Selecting the route, profiles and station locations for the Lynnwood Link Extension 
 
MEETING: DATE: TYPE OF ACTION: STAFF CONTACT:  

Capital Committee 
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04/09/2015 
 
04/23/2015 

Recommend to Board 

 
Final Action  

Ric Ilgenfritz, Executive Director, PEPD 
Matt Shelden, Light Rail Project 
Development Manager 

 
PROPOSED ACTION  
 
Selects the route, profile, and stations for the Lynnwood Link light rail extension. 
 
KEY FEATURES SUMMARY 
 
• This action defines and selects the light rail alignment, profile, stations, and associated 

infrastructure to be built between Northgate and the Lynnwood Transit Center. 
• This action is needed to establish the project definition for the NEPA Record of Decision, which 

completes the project’s federal environmental review.  It will also enable Sound Transit to apply 
to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) for a Capital Investment (New Starts) grant, and to 
begin final design. 

• In November 2013, the Board identified the following preferred alternative: 
 
Segment A:  Northgate to NE 185th Street  
Alternative A1, At-Grade/Elevated with NE 145th and NE 185th Street Stations, with these 
features: 

o Align the guideway east of 1st Avenue NE and the NE 117th Street bridge as in 
Alternative A5 

o Maintain access to the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church after the project is 
complete 

o Locate the NE 145th Street station parking garage as in Alternative A3, station 
option 2 

o Align the guideway east of the NE 185th Street bridge with a side-platform station as 
in Alternative A5 

 
Segment B:  NE 185th Street to 212th Street SW 
Alternative B2, East Side to Mountlake Transit Center to West Side 

 
Segment C:  212th Street SW to Lynnwood Transit Center 
Alternative C3, Along I-5 to Lynnwood Park-and-Ride, with station Option 1 utilizing the 
existing Lynnwood Transit Center, with Alternative C3 re-aligned to better connect to the 
Lynnwood Transit Center, preserve more re-developable area, and minimize wetland and 
stream impacts to the extent feasible. 

• The Board also directed staff to evaluate a number of potential modifications to the preferred 
alternative:   

Segment A:  Northgate to NE 185th Street 
o Include a retained cut station at NE 130th Street 
o Provide for the future addition of a station at NE 130th Street 
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o Pedestrian improvements on the NE 185th Street bridge over I-5 to better connect the 
transit parking garage and station 

 
Segment B:  NE 185th Street to 212th Street SW 
o Re-align Alternative B2 to align closer to I-5 and under the 220th Street SW bridge 
o Include a retained cut station at 220th Street SW 
o Provide for the future addition of a retained cut station at 220th Street SW 
o Transit parking expansion options at or near the Mountlake Terrace Transit Center 
o Continue to advance the design and engineering of Alternative B1, East Side to 

Mountlake Transit Center to Median, and develop a preliminary plan for future use of 
the Mountlake Terrace Freeway Station once light rail service to Lynnwood begins. 

 
Segment C:  212th Street SW to Lynnwood Transit Center 
o Further transit parking expansion at or near the Lynnwood Transit Center beyond that 

included in Alternative C3. 
 
• The Final Environmental Impact Statement evaluates the preferred alternative, potential 

modifications to the preferred alternative, and the other alternatives included in the Draft EIS.  
• The Board may approve an alternative within the range of alternatives evaluated in the Final 

EIS. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Lynnwood Link Extension Project identifies and evaluates transit alternatives between 
Northgate in the City of Seattle to Lynnwood in Snohomish County with stations in Shoreline, 
Mountlake Terrace, and Lynnwood.  Consistent with FTA New Starts requirements, the project 
Alternative Analysis was completed in the third quarter 2011.  Environmental scoping for the 
project was completed in the fourth quarter 2011.  Conceptual engineering and the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) concluded in 2013. In November 2013, the Sound Transit 
Board identified the preferred route and station alternatives for evaluation in the Final EIS.  
 
The preferred route and station alternatives identified by the Board in 2013 consists of a fully 
grade-separated 8.5 mile extension of the Link light rail system from Northgate to Lynnwood 
primarily along Interstate 5, with stations at NE 145th Street and NE 185th Street, the Mountlake 
Terrace Transit Center, and the Lynnwood Transit Center.  The alignment supports local and 
regional growth management plans by connecting the Vision 2040 designated urban centers at 
Northgate and Lynnwood and the communities in between.  The extension provides high quality, 
high-capacity transit service to these communities and is expected to carry 63,000-74,000 daily 
riders in 2035.   
 
The project has undergone rigorous environmental review and complies with both the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).  The 
environmental review process included a SEPA Addendum to the Long Range Plan 2005 Final 
Supplemental EIS, scoping, preparation of Draft and Final EISs, and robust community outreach. 
The Final EIS was issued on April 1, 2015 by Sound Transit and on April 3, 2015 by the FTA.  
 
Future Board actions will authorize final design (Phase Gate 4), baseline the project budget and 
schedule at approximately the mid-point of final design (Phase Gate 5), authorize property 
acquisition, and authorize construction at the completion of final design (Phase Gate 6). 
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PROJECT STATUS 
 
 

Project 
Identification 

Alternatives 
Identification 

Conceptual 
Engineering 

Preliminary 
Engineering Final Design Construction 

 
Projected Completion Date for Preliminary Engineering: 4Q 2015 
Project scope, schedule and budget summary located on pages 39-41 of the December 2014 
Agency Progress Report. 
 
FISCAL INFORMATION 
 
The current cost estimate for the project, excluding vehicles and vehicle maintenance facilities 
separately budgeted, is approximately $1.5 billion.  Costs may change in response to the final 
definition of the project. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS/DBE PARTICIPATION, APPRENTICESHIP UTILIZATION, AND 
TITLE VI COMPLIANCE 
 
Not applicable to this action. 
 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 
Following identification of the preferred alternative in late 2013 for evaluation in the Final EIS, 
public outreach during preliminary engineering and preparation of the Final EIS included periodic 
community updates via newsletter and e-mail, and briefings as requested.  Potentially affected 
property owners were notified and updated on real estate process and schedule, and notices were 
sent to residents near soil and noise testing locations before field work began.  In 2015, a number 
of specific outreach activities advertised the availability of the Final EIS and highlighted 
opportunities for the public to provide further input to the Sound Transit Board before the Board’s 
project selection, including: 
 

• Notification postcard to approximately 80,000 corridor residents 
• Website, newspaper & Federal Register notices of availability 
• An e-mail notice to approximately 4,000 interested persons 
• Posters at transit facilities and kiosks at community gathering places 
• Letters to approximately 270 potentially impacted property owners 

 
TIME CONSTRAINTS 
 
A one month delay would not create a significant impact to the project schedule. 
 
PRIOR BOARD/COMMITTEE ACTIONS 
 
Motion No. M2013-96:  Identified the preferred light rail route and station locations for the 
Lynnwood Link Extension Final Environmental Impact Statement. 
Motion No. M2012-17:  Identified the light rail route and station alternatives to study in detail in the 
Lynnwood Link Extension Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
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Motion No. M2011-87:  Identified the range of North Corridor Transit Project alternatives to be 
studied in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and excluded from further study worse 
performing and less promising alternatives evaluated in the project alternatives analysis. 
Resolution R2008-10:  Adopted a revised Sound Transit 2 Regional Transit System Plan. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
 
JI 4/3/2015 
 
LEGAL REVIEW  
 
PW 4/3/2015  
 
















	Resolution R2015-05sr
	Proposed Action
	KEY FEATURES SUMMARY
	BACKGROUND
	Public Involvement
	Following identification of the preferred alternative in late 2013 for evaluation in the Final EIS, public outreach during preliminary engineering and preparation of the Final EIS included periodic community updates via newsletter and e-mail, and brie...
	• Notification postcard to approximately 80,000 corridor residents
	• Website, newspaper & Federal Register notices of availability
	• An e-mail notice to approximately 4,000 interested persons
	• Posters at transit facilities and kiosks at community gathering places
	• Letters to approximately 270 potentially impacted property owners
	time constraints
	A one month delay would not create a significant impact to the project schedule.
	PRIOR BOARD/COMMITTEE actions
	Motion No. M2013-96:  Identified the preferred light rail route and station locations for the Lynnwood Link Extension Final Environmental Impact Statement.
	Motion No. M2012-17:  Identified the light rail route and station alternatives to study in detail in the Lynnwood Link Extension Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
	Motion No. M2011-87:  Identified the range of North Corridor Transit Project alternatives to be studied in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and excluded from further study worse performing and less promising alternatives evaluated in the proje...
	ENVIRONMENTAL review
	LEGAL REVIEW

	Resolution R2015-05

