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6. Policy implications/recommendations

Linking the income tax file with the file of license holders can be performed
every year, in order to follow up on physicians and their employment
characteristics. Using a similar method, it is possible to learn about other
health professions. An additional in-depth study, on physicians who reside
outside of Israel, is likely to give a more precise picture of the phenomenon of

abandonment of the medical profession in Israel.
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Aviv to 22 and 24 in the North and South. The rate of specialists in the various
districts ranges between 46% in the North and 63% in Tel Aviv. Among
salaried physicians, it was found that the highest average salary is in
Jerusalem. In 2008, 3,580 licensed physicians had lived abroad for a year or
more. A profile of the physician living outside the country is as follows: male
without a specialist's certification, aged 55+, Jewish, born outside of Israel
and having received his medical diploma in Europe in the 1970's or 1980's.
The medical specialties in which there are high percentages of physicians
living outside of Israel include pediatric neurology (27%), anesthesiology
(12%), psychiatry (9%) and pediatrics (8%). These fields of specialty as well
as others in which a relatively small percent of specialists practice in Israel,
such as geriatrics, family medicine, physical and rehabilitation medicine and
child and adolescent psychiatry are defined as professions in low supply.
Most of these fields suffer from a low percentage of young physicians and/or a

high rate of physicians aged 65 and up.

5. Conclusions

This study, which is the first of its kind, proposes a method to uncover the
extent of registered physicians who actually practice medicine and to describe
their employment characteristics. This method, which is based upon the
existing administrative data-bases, allows for a great deal of precision. The
totality of the data relating to the subject of abandonment of the medical
profession is made up of three components: those living outside the country,
those living in Israel but are not working and those working in Israel but not in
the health sector. This study reveals fields of specialty in which there are few
employed specialists or where there are relatively high percentages of
physicians aged 65 and up. Likewise, gaps were found between districts in

the age structure of specialists.



. Income tax file, received by the Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS)
from the tax authority. This record contains data on salary and income, type of
engagement and economic sector

. Socio-Economic File (SEF) of the Population Census Data 2008, at
the CBS, containing data on occupation, number of work hours, workplace
(community or hospital) and geographical location of work, based upon a
sample of 14% of the total Israeli population.

A model that was developed for the 2008 census based upon the UN
definition of permanent place of residence (2), defines "residents living
abroad" as anyone who left the borders of Israel for at least 12 months with

the allowance of visiting the homeland for not more than 90 days.

4, Findings

By linking the files of licensed physicians with the Improved Administrative
File (IAF), it was found that 28,316 licensed physicians were living in Israel in
2008, totaling 87% of those who had been licensed to practice medicine in
Israel. 11% were living elsewhere for a year or more and 1.5% had died.
According to the income tax file, the number of license holders who are
employed in Israel is 23,460 (83% of all license holders living in Israel). The
percentage of employed physicians from the 24,490 license holders under
age 70 is 91% and over age 70 is 30%. According to the SEF, the estimate of
the number of physicians that work as such (occupation 'physician’) is 23,818,
a number that is similar to the above-mentioned number for physicians of all
ages employed in Israel. The distribution of employed physicians according to
their type of engagement, points to 61% of those employed being salaried,
33% salaried as well as independent and 6% being solely independent.
Among female physicians there is a higher percentage of salaried workers
and fewer salaried/independent physicians. 88% of employed physicians work
in the health sector (according to the economic classification of the CBS).
After age 64 there is a decrease in the percentage of those who work in the
health sector, especially among women. The primary work of 55% of
physicians is in a hospital setting and 38% in the community. The rate of

working physicians per 1,000 persons ranges between 44 in the district of Tel
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Executive Summary

1. Scientific background

Projections for the supply of medical personnel in Israel are currently based
upon the number of medical licenses that are registered in the data-base of
the Ministry of Health (MoH). According to a report of the MoH (1), the
expected rate of physicians by 2020 (to age 65), given the same conditions
prevailing today and without intervention, is estimated at 2.73 per 1,000
persons as compared to 3.53 in 2006. Predictions of this kind are based upon
the number of new licenses issued each year and assume a normative
pension age. However, they do not take into account early retirement or
abandonment of the profession after receiving a license and are based upon
the assumption that all those who have licenses work in the medical

profession in Israel.

2. Objectives

1. To assess the number of physicians employed in the health system in
Israel

2. To describe the socio-demographic characteristics of physicians and
their geographic dispersal

3. To describe their employment characteristics such as place of work,
salary and number of work hours

4. To estimate the extent of early retirement and abandonment of the
profession

5. To estimate the number of specialists in the various professions and to

identify signs of shortage

3. Methodology

The data in this study were derived from three main sources:

o File of medical license holders in Israel. This record is managed by the
Ministry of Health and contains demographic and educational data such as
place of study, date of receipt of degree and of specialization certification and

areas of specialization
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