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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
OR
A HAPPY BIRTHDAY?

Every child knows what a birthday is; but what
happens when a birthday moves from the real
world into the world of art? The Youth Wing's
Happy Birthday exhibition celebrates the 50th
anniversary of the Israel Museum with artworks
that relate to the personal birthdays we celebrate
every year - even though they change as time
goes by.

Real birthday parties have cake and candles,
balloons and presents, friends and good wishes.
Here, in contrast, each artist focuses on a single
detail, altering it enough to surprise the viewer.
Sivan Sternbach [1] creates ceramic balloons
that cannot be blown up or popped. Hans Op de
Beeck’s huge, luscious cake - does it really tempt
you? - is an inedible sculpture. Does Anna Yam'’s
[2] picture of colorful bunting in a snowy landscape
look like a birthday party? And Einat Arif-Galanti's
[3] photograph of a colored and twisted gift-wrap
ribbon is taped to a wall: is this a present?

At the center of Nicholas Prior's [4]
photograph a girl in a party dress stands
blindfolded. The photograph presents a riddle:
why is she alone and unable to see the party held
for her? The hero of Levi’s First Birthday, a video-
work by Angela Strassheim [5], is a toddler
who does not know that it's his birthday and

his party.
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Can you celebrate a birthday without guests?
Anne Hardy's work [6] contains only balloons
and decorations. Is the party already over or has
it not yet begun? The viewers of Eight, a video-
work by Alexander Birchler and Teresa Hubbard
[7], become participants in a celebration without
guests. The camera follows an eight-year-old girl,
wandering alone in the rainstorm that washed out
her party. Her serious and thoughtful expression
shows neither sadness nor joy. Did the party
actually take place, one wonders, or was it just an
imaginary one from the start?

In two other photographs, the participants
and the party are a perfect match. The girls at
Savannah’s Birthday Party, by Angela Strassheim,
[8] are all dressed in pink, and the room is full of
lightand a picture of cleanliness and good manners.
In Anthony Goicolea’s [9] Feastlings, on the other
hand, the carnivalis in full swing. The boys, dressed
in strict boarding-school uniform, are wild with
noisy excitement.

A touching photograph, USA 1956 by Wayne
Miller [10], captures the high point of a birthday
party, a moment that is private and public at the
same time. The girl with her eyes closed is making
apersonal wish —in front of all the guests. The wish,
and the hope that it will come true, teaches us at a
young age about connecting the past and the future.
We begin to understand that birthdays are not just
about balloons, candy, and presents, but landmarks
on our own personal journey through time, a day
that celebrates meaning and life.
CONGRATULATIONS!

In the booklet you will find postcards of additional
artworks from the exhibition. You can use some of
them to make greeting cards, souvenirs, and new art
for birthdays still to come.
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Anne Hardy, born UK 1970

Untitled IV (Balloons), 2005

Chromogenic print, 120x150 cm

The Israel Museum, Jerusalem

Extended loan from Steve Chernys, Fort Lauderdale, FL,
to American Friends of the Israel Museum
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Teresa Hubbard, born Ireland 1965, and

Alexander Birchler, born Switzerland 1962

Eight, 2001

HD Video, sound, 3:35 min. loop

Courtesy of the artists and Tanya Bonakdar Gallery, New York
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Angela Strassheim, born USA 1969

Untitled [Savannah’s Birthday Party), 2006

Archival pigment print, 101.6x127 cm

Collection of the artist and Andrea Meislin Gallery, New York
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Anthony Goicolea, born USA 1971

Feastlings, 2000

Cibachrome print, laminated, 101.6x190.5 cm
Doron Sebbag Art Collection, ORS Ltd., Tel Aviv
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Wayne Miller, born USA, 1918-2013
USA 1956, 1956

Digital print, 50x60 cm

© Wayne Miller/Magnum Photos
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Sivan Sternbach, born USA 1969, active Israel
Orange Ceramic Balloon, 2015

Mixed media, various dimensions

Collection of Sivan Sternbach and

Keren Bar Gil Contemporary Art
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Anna Yam, born USSR 1980, active Israel
Untitled, 2009

Digital print, 42x55 cm

Collection of the artist

Courtesy of Braverman Gallery, Tel Aviv
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Einat Arif-Galanti, born Israel 1975
Gift Ribbon, 2008 (from "Nine Birthdays,” 1998-2014)
Digital print, 20x30 cm

Collection of the artist, Jerusalem
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Nicholas Prior, born USA 1966

Untitled #200, 2010

Cibachrome print, 89x104 cm
Collection of the artist

Courtesy of Yossi Milo Gallery, New York
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Angela Strassheim, born USA 1969
Levi’s First Birthday, 2007/2015
HD Video, sound, 10 mins.

Collection of the artist, Stamford, Connecticut
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The Israel Museum, Jerusalem
The Ruth Youth Wing for Art Education

Happy Birthday
Weinstein Gallery and the Central Foyer
May 2015 - March 2016

The Israel Museum’s 50th Anniversary Exhibition Fund

Herta and Paul Amir, Los Angeles / Fondation Albert Amon, Lausanne,
Switzerland / Ellen Bronfman Hauptman and Andrew Hauptman, Los Angeles,
and Stephen and Claudine Bronfman, Montreal, in honor of three generations
of Bronfman family support for the Museum / Claudia Davidoff, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, in memory of Ruth and Leon Davidoff / The Gottesman Family,
Tel Aviv and New York, in memory of Dov Gottesman, and in honor of Rachel
Gottesman / The Hassenfeld Family Foundation, Providence, Rhode Island, in
honor of Sylvia Hassenfeld / Alice and Nahum Lainer, Los Angeles / The Nash

Family Foundation, New York / Yad Hanadiv, the Rothschild Foundation in Israel

Donors to the Ruth Youth Wing for Art Education
The Marianna Griessmann Youth Wing Fund, London / The Morris Rodman Fund,
Washington, DC / The J. Weinstein Foundation, in memory of Joe and Celia

Weinstein, New York / Lois Rosen, Los Angeles

The Museum’s 50th Anniversary educational programs are made possible
through the generosity of The Hassenfeld Family Foundation, Providence,
Rhode Island, in honor of Sylvia Hassenfeld, and Fondation Albert Amon,

Lausanne, Switzerland

Curator Orna Granot

Assistant Curator Orly Rabi

Associate Curator Smadar Gafni

Exhibition Design Lilach Chitayat

Catalogue Design and Production The Studio [Avigail Reiner & Shlomi Nahmani]
Translation Mike Rogoff

Printed by Nahlieli Print, Tel Aviv

Catalogue No. 626 ISBN 978-965-278-444-5

© The Israel Museum, Jerusalem, 2015. All rights reserved

Exhibition website: www.imj.org.il/exhibition/happybirthday
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