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HOW THE GREAT BOSTON
- FIRE WAS FOUGHT

Ninety-Six Fire Companies from Thirty-One Cities
Required to Subdue the' Eager Flames — Two
Members of the Boston Fire. Department Now

Who Were Members

of the Call Department

Forty Years Ago—Interesting Incidents Con-

nected With ﬁth’e ‘Fire.

Ferty vears ago last night, on Bat-
uréay, Nov 9, 1872, what is known as;
the “great Boston fire”” started at the
corner of Kingston and Summer sts
ghout 7 p m. It raged for two days and
in the history of the world’'s greatest
conflagrations the Boston fire Is fifth
1o the valuc of property destroyed.
Refore it w1s extinguished an area of €
gcree had been burned over and 776
buldings, valued at $61,179,300, de-

ed.

S rough other fires before this had
pecn more destructive and although

eater ones have occurred since, the
ﬁl;swn fire taught more lessons in fire
protection thon any before or since. It
was the Bustun fire that arouseu cities
a2l ovet the country to reorganize their
departments, increase their apparatus

gnd reduce the hazards, R
. Few cities had permdnent paid forces
before the Boston fire, for the ex-
perience of Chicago the previous year
apparently did not impress municipali-
ties With the nedessity for more ef-
{cctive organization. L.

At the time of this fire,” Boston had
a csil deparument. 1t consisted of 274
nicpters, and of the men then active
piembers only two are now in the ser-
vice as DBoston firemmen. Samuel Ab-
pott, superintendent of the protective
depurtment, but in 1872 a call hose man,
and John Bickford, then and now at-
tached to-Engine 11, East Boston, are
the two who may as veterans still on
duty celebrate the 40th anniversaiy of
-the fire

To extingulsh the great Boston con-
flagration of Nov 9-10, 1872, required
the services of 96 fire companies from
31 cities and towns of all the New Eng-
Jand States, except Vermont; from Bid-
deford, Me, to New Haven, Conn, 2163
enrolled firemen and hundreds of vol-
unteers, including many firemen who
were members of companies and fire
aepartments of different piaces, who
assisted the companies on duty at the
fire wherever assistance was required.

Ut the 474 members of the Boston
Fire Department at that time, about
100 survive.

Boston had 60,000 feet of hose in
service during the fire and out-of-town
companles hud 41,050 a total of 101,060,
of which 20,000 feet was destroyed.

Boswon ai that time had a cali-force
fire department such as most of the
smaller citics and towns throughout
the country have at the present time,

The chief of department, engineers
and stokers of engines and drivers of
all apparatus were on duty all the
time, all other members including as-
sistant engineers (mow district <thlefs),
company otlicers, and n{embers were
on _duty only when there\was a fire.

Four cities only possessed full pald
or permanent force fire departments at
that time, New York, organized in 1865,
Brooklyn, N,/P, organized in 1869, Phila-
delphin, orghnized in 1871, and Chicago
organized immediately after its great
conflagration of Oct 8-9, 1871,

The DBoston department then con-
slsted of 42 companies, 21 of them
steam fire engines, 11 hose which have
since been abolighed, seven ladder and
three chemical extinguisher companies,
also one Underwriters’ Protective
Company. In the city proper theire
were siX engine, six hose, two ladder
and two extinguisher ccmpanies. Aii
the engines were second-class, the size
now used in the suburban sections.

The first fire boat, which was also
the first fire boat on this continent, the
“W. M. Flanders” was then in process
of constructfon and went Into com-
missfon Jan 1, 18i3. The tughoat|
Louis Osborn of East Boston was pro-
vided with a tire pump and was In'
seriice along the water front during
the fire.

Horse chemical engines had not then
come into existence. - The three ex-:
tinguisher companies carried 16 port-:
able chemical extinguishera in wagons, ;
as cans are now carried in milk:
wagons Aerial ladders, water towers,
*hose wagons., swinging harness, sliding .
poles, and many other appliances now!
used in the fire service were then un-
known. I

The Boston and Chicago confiagra- |
tions revolutionized the fire service and
brouzht about the invention of many
improvcments in_ apparatus, egulp-!
ment> and methods of fire department
management and fire extingulshment.

The Boston and Chicago fires created .
a new era in the fire service by endmg1
the customs and methods of the hand
engine periods and modernizing its|
equipments and methods, as automo-|
bile apparatus and high pressure water |
nstems are doing at the present time'
ll;“lhe citivs and the largest towns and%
villages |

The Boston Fire Department was
then governed by a Board of Engil-.
eers, consisting of John S. Damuell |
chief, W. A. Gieen and John W. Re-:
Bal, aftciward taef and devuty chet |
of the rcorganized department; J. Stov-|
er Jacobs Levi W, Shaw, R. B. Far-
rar, G. \WW. Clark and Zenas E. Smith,
fn city proper; Joseph Dunbar and-Jo-
seph  Bainces, Bast Boston; _George
Brown, South Boston; James Munroe,
Jehr Coiliyon ing N Allen "ax-
bury; and S. H. Hebard Dorchester,
assistant engineers; all of whom have
parsed away. The City Councll was
represented in the management of the
department by a committee- consisting
of three Aldermen and five Counc.imen,
only one of whom is now allve, Coun-
clilman James F, Marston, & Veteran
fireman, who at the commencement
of that yvear resigned his position of
foreman of H. & L, Co. 3 to become a
member of the Commeon Council.

Charlestown, Brighton and West Rox-
ury were not annexed to Boston un-
til Jan 5, 1874

Of the 274 members c\»t the Boston
Department at that t{me. only twa
are now in the service, Supt Samuel
Abbott of the Protective Department,
who wag then a call hoseman and a
member of Engine Co 3, and John Bick.
ford. then. as now, driver of Engine
1l, East Bostoh. Several others who
served as volunteers or substitutes
subsequently became members of the
department, a few of whom are still

the service.

B. F. Underhill, chlef clerk of the
department, was then a member of
the Protective Department, which was
Quartered with Engine 7 in East st;
Deputy Chief John Grady was then a
volunteer with Truck 1 in Friend st
When the paid or permanent force
went into commission in 1874, most of
Its members were taken from the old
call force, many of whom served untit
recent vears, when they were’ retired
on pensions.

Money Loss the Fifth Largest.

The loss by the Boston fireds the fifth
larges{ in history. The loss by the
San Fricisco fire of April 18.20, 1906,
which destrojed 2500 buildipgs, cov-
ering 3000 acres, s $200,000000. By .the
Chicago fiie of Oct §-8, 1871, which de-
Btroyed 17,450 buildings, covering 2124
Acres, $19),672,000. By the Moscow fire

of Sept 4 I>ir, Which aesuoyea 31000
b\_x(ldmﬁls‘ about nln;&enms of the city,
50,0004, By the /Baltimore fire of

€b (-3, 1904, which destre) eq o bullus
'BS, cover.ng 140 acres, $i0,000,030.
By the Boston fire, which destroyed

T6 buildings, covering 65 acres, $61,-
?3u). By the London fire of Sept 2-8,

1an, " whnich gestr.ved 15.20 Ua iding.
%0\‘er1ng 436 acres, $53,000,000, and by the
helsea rire or April 12 1w, whicn asg-
sltroved 282 buildings, covering 257 acres,
317,60 000, .
SThe Boston fire started about 7 o'clock
aturday evening, Nov 9, 15, from an
nlnknown cause in the -basement of a
slx-story granite building on the south-
;ast corner of Summer and Kingston
btg and swept over that sectlon bounded
Y Summer, Washington, Milk, Con-
gess. State, Kilby and Oliver sts t

e water. e
aft its arrival in Boston, Sunday
o t_:g:pon. it was first used to drow out-

b n engines without horses, which
Bi’fd been ordered home to the railroad
s:tlons. It was in service at "the

areve, Crump & Low tire and on the
{!Mnf for many days. After the fire

Wwas purchased by the city and for
& short period was used as a horseless
engine by Engine Co 21, Uphams Corner,

. their mother

2nd iater for some years as a horse
3 by Epgine.ll, East Boston.-

Frank E. Judkins, who has been en-
gineer of Engine 1, Newton, Mass, for
& years, came to the ilre from Man-
chester with this engine as its stoker.

ite first alarm was sent in irom id-
moeus box 52 at corner of Bedford and
tancoln stg at 7.24 o'ciock, about v
minutes after the fire was first seen
B dintat puilils, £0L.cEMeis al vtas uaiie
sent {n a second alarm without an order
from a Fire Department otficiul, when
ever s fire of considerable magnitude
was discpveted above the Becond floor,
and officer-Puage sent in a gecond alarm
at 7:28 o'clock. Assistant Engineer
John W. Regan, whose home was in
L LITIUIA By, WwaAB Lol i Dr tae, i aaddlle
officlal to arrive at the fire and he or-
aeicu & Ird 8idrm dt s.or U Lvla,
Chief Damrell on his arrivai from his
home in Temple st ordered a fourth
alarm at 7.45, a fifth at §:06, a sixth at
8.07 and a seventh at 8:24 o’clock.

1he’ piXih anua mevenin alarms were
sent in from Box 123, Broauwdy and
borchester ave, South Boston, and the
elghth from box 48, Bummer and
Federal sts, which were sent in tw
bring to the fire the companies which
were covering at stations in the subur-
ban sections. The first call for out-of-
town aseistance was sent 2bout 8.3v
o'clock and was conunued at intervals
until midnight. The first out-of-town
apparatus to reach the tire was engine
3 of East Cambridge at 8.12 o'clock,
which came without being called, and
the last was engine 2 of New Haven,
Conn, at 10:30 p m, Sunday, iNov 10,

The large mercantile building on the
southeust cormer of Washington and
Summer sts, adjoining the burnt dis-
trict, occupied by Snreve, Crump &
Low, Jewelers, was destroyed at mid-
night Sunday, Nov 10, by a fire caused
by an explosion of gas due to the geal
fire, for which there were flve alarms
from box 42, the first at 12:18 and the
last at 1:19 o’clock. Out-of<town com-
panfes the last to arrive, which’ were
then on covering duty, rendered con-
splcuous service at this fire.

All the Boston companies, with the
exception of Truck 6, Dorchester, were
on duty at the fire and on the ruins for
many days. The last of the out of
town companies were sent home Mon-
day evening. 4

The 30, tities and towns outside of
Boston to send compahie$ with appa-
ratus to the fire, the companies they
sent, ete, were as follows Most of the
nearby companies, including those of
Boston, weire arawn to the lire by hand,
the horses then belpg sick with a dis-

temper, which made its. gppearance
f?)m Canada two weeks befSre. Long
distance companles came by.: train
The places are npnamed 1n° the’ order

they arrived at the fire.

Cambridge, Chief P. H, Raymond,
Engines 2, 3 and jand Truck 1. Engine
3 was on duty at the fire and ruins
longer than any otherout-of-town coin-
pany: Asst Engineer T. J. Casey, sub-
sequently ciuel ror”many yea:s, was in
charge of the detail at the fire. R., F.
Tobinp, for some years a Boston Fire
Comimlssione:, was then .. mumber or
Engine 2, Cambridge. \William Frazier,
for 10 vears a fireman of Bangor, Me,
a resident of Camibridge dt this time,
accompanied Truek 1 to the flig as a
volunteer, and was Filled by falhng
walls while endeavoring to save the
lives of others at.the Weeks & Potter
bullding, on Washington st. His re-
mains were never found. Frank D.
Olmstead, 18 years of age, another vol-
unteer with Truck 1, was injured by
falling walls at the Walker Cairiage
Bazar, on Federal st while endeavor-
ing to save others, and died the follow-
ing day.' B '

Charlestown First to Offer Aid.

Charlestown—Chiet_W. E. Delano was
the fltst chiéf to personally tender the
service of his department to Chlef
Damrell at the fire, Ingine 1 (now 27),
Hose 3 and 4 wele in service. For a
week or mdre Ciiarlestown companies
responded to first alarms in the North
and West Xnds or Boston. Mattin
‘Turnbull, 26 vears of nge, a member
of Hose 3 fell down a fiight of stairs
with hose pipe )n”hi8 ‘hands and 1e-
ceived injuries from which he dled four
months later. -

Lewis P. and Albert C. Abbott,
brothers, former members of Hose 1
lost their lives by this fire which caused
to dis of -grief shordy
after. Lewig was buried beneath fall-
ing walis of the Weeks & Potter Build-,
ing in Washington st, and Albeit fell’
from a ladder. in -vear of Post Offlce in
State st and_ received injuries from
which he dled "the following month,

Chelsea—Chief Samuel Hutchins, En-
gine 1 and Hose -3, much-of the credit
for maving the Marlborough Hotel-on
Washington st, between  Bromiield

and Wintsr sts”belohgs to this depart-

ment. - L

Somerville—Chief James R. Hopkins
who retired two years ago and is one
of a few If not the only chief in service
at‘the fire now alive. Engine 1 in sServ-
fce. L. D. Bixby now a member cf
Engine 1 at that time. .

Medfoid—Cnlef B. H. Samson, En-
gine 1, of which Gen J. H. \Vhitney
now chief of the State District Police
was foreman.

West Roxbury—Chief C. A. Belford.
Engine 1 and 2 and Tiuck. 1, all located
in station now occupied .by Engine 2%
and .Truck 10 at Jamaica Plain. John
Connelly, a, member of Truck 1 lost
his life by suffocation in the-\Weeks &
Potter Building and +his body cremated
by ‘the fire,. N

Navy Yard. Charlestown, Commander
E. G, Parrott, Engines Contingent and
Monitor in service. T

Brookline—Chief Alfred Kendrick _Jr,
Hand Engine'l, Hose 1 and Truck 1,
This hand engine was one of four in
service at the fire. _

Malden—Chief T. W. Hough, Engine
1 and Hose 3. Walter F. Trombly, a
young member of Hose 2, was killed by
a falling.wall at Hexon's furniture
store on J)YVashington, opjposite ‘Brom-
field st, and his body was recovered
several days later. -

eading—Chief- W. H. Temple, Eagle
Hand Engine 4, The cohpany was pre-
sented by a Kilby-st firm with §lv) for
saving its safe. *

Hyde Park—Chief E. P. Davis, En-
gine 1 and Hose 1.. These companies
saved Piper's coal *whart on wnut iIs
now Atlantic av, and received a sub-
stantial money gift from its owners
therefor. ‘ . .

Newton—Chlet R. M. Lucas, Engires
1 and 2. For saving the Mudge Build-
mg _in Bedford su _EKngine Co 1 re
ceived a gift of $100 from its owners
and $200 from A. A. Lawrence & Co, one
of its occupants. Engine 2 rendered
consplclous service in saving the Marl-
boro Hotel. Frank A. Barrows, then
a member of Engine 1, is now its cap-

tain. ,

Wakefield—~Chief C. H. Davis, Hand
Engines 1 and 2, drawn by hand came
in over the road, 12 miles, and ren-
dered excellent service in the bullding
of Lucius BebeeMa resident of Wake-
fleld, In Pearl st.

Lawrence—Chief Levi Ladd. Engine
3 was in _service at both the big fire
and the Shreve, Crump & Lowe fire,
and was on duty longer than any
company outside of Boston, Cambridge
and Charlestown. ° -

Lynn—Chief W. W, Kimball, Engines
1 and 2, in charge of Asst Eng.neer
C. H. Downing, afterwards chief for
many .years. Engine was ran by

Frank Holbrook, whd died last month,
and ‘Engine 1 by his brother, Amos
Holbrook. R -

Salem—Chief D. B. Lord, Engines 1
and 2 and Hose 5. The Salem and
Lynn engines came to the fire on the

same train. B
Worcester—~Chief S. E. Combs, En-
gines § and 3 and Hose 3. Thomag
Maloney, a member of Truck 2 and
Lewis C. Thompson, a volunteer, re-
ceived injuries vy falling walls, which
soon after caused’ their deaths. One
of the most herolc acts’ by firemen
was by Asst Foreman E. L. Vaughn
of Engine 1, sybsequently
the department,” who bravely faced
death in a successful efort to save
comrades in a_building on Milk st
Providence, R 1—Chief O. B. Green,
Engipes 1, 4 and 6, which were in
service altogether more than 60 hours,
Asst Chief Ira Winsor was in charge.
Watertown—Chief A, D. Drew walked
6 miles to the fire to tender the ser-
vice of his department to Chief Dam-
rell and then walked back, secured

forces and aent DInzine 1, which ia
Btil in mervice, to the fire,
Portamouth, N H-—Chief <.

t R 1. Mars-
on, Kearsarge Engine 3.
Melrose— hief J 11 Iiorton, Hose 2.
Watertown Arsenal—Col . d
Laiuley commanacr:

By special order
8. Grant, Engine i, with
f; detafl crew, was sent to protect the
ostoffice on State st, which was be-
Yond gaving! when they arrived
Waltham—Chief Marshall Parks, En-
’“,'L‘, 1, which was {n service at both

Btoneham—Chiet Onston Gilmore. En-
gi_!lx; which was In service at both

Munchester, N H—Chtet B. C Ken-
dall, Engine 1 and Hose 1, which were
N Bl v ce at (M Shreve, Crum, & Low
fire. Thomas W. Lane, then a member
of Hose 1, has been chief of the de-
partment for 23 consecutive years, and
is8 now 1the oldest chief in vears of
8ervice In New England and the fourth
oldest in the country.

The Amoskeag Manufacturing Com-
pdany, which at that time constructed
8leam Lire engines, scht the Wirst seil-
propeling or horseless fire engine made
with the other apparatus This machine,
made in 1887, had been used only for
exhibition purposes and had been 1n
Btorage for a long_time, until the day
before It came to Hosion, when it was
put in serviceable condition In antiei-
putfon of being called into service at
hovpe because of the horse distemper.

Fall River—Chief T. J. Boraen, fin-
gines 3 and 4. On their arrival, Sun-
day afternoon, Enginé 3 was at oncg
returned home and Engine 4 placed on
covering duty in Engine station
where it was when the Shreve, Crump
& Low fire commenced. ". C. Daval
41, who was then foreman of this com-
pany, has been chlef of the depart-
met for 30 years,

New Bedford—Chief A. H. Howland
Jr., Epgine 4 one of two first-class en-
gines with four outlets at the fire.
While preparing to leave {ts location
near the Qld State House to go to the
Shreve, Crump & Low fire ita com-
pany discovered a fire in the Massa-
chusetts Bank Bullding- in Devonshire
st which, after several hours hard
tight, through 1600 feet of hose, was ex-
tinguished after the roof and upper
story had ‘been destroved. Its timely
discovery and good work saved that
and probably other buildings.

Biddeford, Me—Chlef J. W. Brooks,
Engine 2, only Maine company at fire.

Norwich, Conn—Chief D. A. Delaney,
Engine’l and 5 and Home 1, with 1%
men The men went to the United
Stutes Hotel and the apparatus\ was
not taken from the cars unti} the
Shreve, Crumyp & Low fire, two hours
after {ts arrival.

H. L. Stanton, then a member of

Engine 5, is now chlef of the depart-
ment and possesses as a relic of tne
fire a plece, of the outsjde box of a
fire alarm box b2 from which the alarm
for the fite was given, which he ob-
tained while at the fire. Engine 1 was
a first-class engine.
. New-Haven, Conn—Chfef A. C. Hen-
drick, Engine 2 with 20 men were the
last from out of town to reach the fite.
It was in service at tne Shieve, Crump
& Low fire for several hours.

John Richardson a member of the
company received injuries by falling
from a ladder which caused his death
two years later.

of President U.

List of the Companies at the Fire.
The 9 companies, 41 from RBoston

and 55 from other places, which re-
sponded to the several alarms and
calls for assistance and the time
he o . v 3 code e o s Lne
first alarm was at 7:24 and the first
call for assistance at 8:30 o’clock.
'OSATIRDAY P M
lngine 7, Kast ~t, Boston......y... . 326
Ho-e 2, Hudson 1, Boston. . T
I'ratective 1, East st, Bostou
Engine 4, Brattle <. Bostoa
Fruch 1, Friend »t, Boston ... .
Extirgaisher 1, North Grove st, Bogton..
Hore 1, dulem st. Boston...,..oveeieann
Houe §, Chudeh st, Boston.'c.,.....
Hooe 3. dShawiwut av, Doston..
Tru~a 3, Warcham st, Baston
Extingoisher 2, Wareham-st,
Euzire 8, ¢xalem st, Boston.....oieeane..
En.ine 10, River st, Bosten,..
Fagle 6. Wall st, Boston ...
flose 4. North Giove »t, Bostun..
“naase 3. Washington st, Boston.
[fuse 7, fremont st. Roxuury....
Encine 9, Paris st, Fast Boston.
Tiuck. 4, Lusils st, Rozvhauy....
How 9. B st, South Buston
Engine 11, Suluner st, L.
Tiuck 5, 4th st, Svuth Boston.
Fngine 1, 4th s1, South Boston.
Ho~ 4, Northampton st. Roxtol
Hove 10, Washington Villoge
Eugine 13, Cabot st, Roabury.
Enzine 14, Center st, Rostury.
Enzine 21, Upbams Corner ...
Eogine 12, Dudley st, Roxbury.........
Engiue 16, Doreliester av, South Bostou,
Engine &, Tust Cambridge..............
Hese 3, Churlestonn. ..o obeseeeeaanan
Eugine 2, 4th and I sts, “n;nth Boston. .
Enzine 15, Meeting House $1H ...,
Tiuck 7,.Meeting ilouse HIill....
Ensine 1, Charlestown.......
Hose 4, Charlextown. ....
Engine 2, Caminidgeport
Pagine-1, Chelsea ........
Englne 19, Harvard st, Do
Ilose 3, Chelscea .......
Engine 16, Dorchester
Enzlue 20, Nepouset
Ensine I, Somerillle ;.....
Engine 4. North Cambridee .....
ingine 5. Mation ~t, Eget Hoston
fngine 18, Mattupan
Louis Oshorn tug boat
Fugine 1, Medford ........
Englue 1, Jamalen Plain .
Eogine 2, Jumaica Plain .
Truek 1, Jumnfea Plain ..
Truek. 1. Camhifdgeport .......
Contingent englue, Navye Yard .
Hand engine 1, Rrookline
Hoxe 1, Brookline ..
Truck 1, Brookline
Eagiise 1, Malden ...,
Ho-wwe 6, Chelsea <, Enst BoSton
Truek 2, Smmner o, Bast Beston.
Hand Enghie 4, Reading... oo
Hore 1, Hiyde Pmik.
Lugine 1, Nenwton..,
Hose 3. Edzewood, Malden..
Hand Eagine 1. Waketieki, ...
Hand Eugine 2, Wakefield.
Eogine 3, Lawrence........
Engine 2, West Newton

Engire 1, Hyde Parko.oooenniocipennes
SUUNDAY A M

Engine 1,

Engine 2

Engine, 1,
Eugine 2, It
Hoss 3, Naleln
Monitor Engine, D
Englnu 1, Worcester.
Engine 3, Worcester ....
Engine 1, Pravidence, R 1
Fugine 4, Iovidence, R
Howe 3, Worcester . ........
Engine 1, Watertonn ...
¥Engine 3, Portsmouth, N H
Howe 2, Melrore ....:......
Engine, Waterfown Arseaal .
Figine 1, Waltham . .
Engine 1, Stunelism ... .o.cioeiennnns 10:30
. SUNDAY P M
Engine 6, Providence, R I...
Fugine 1, Map-hester, N H
Hose 1, Manclhester, N H.
Horseless engine, MManchester,
Engine 4, Fall River ...
Fagine 4, New Bedfgrd
Hoxe 2, Blddeford, Me ... .
Pugine 1, Norwich, Conn....
Engine 5, Norwich, Conu......

Hose 1, Norwich, Coun.......... . )]

Lagiae 2, New Haven, Conn.............
Many other companies throughout

New Englind started for the fire but

did ‘not reach it. The light of the
fire was so great that it was supposed
to be only a short distance away, and
many alarms, were given for it.

Engine 1 of Portland, Me, reached

Portsmouth, N H, Sunday _afternoon,
where the train wis stopped by a dis-
patch from Boston and the company
returned. home.
- Most of the telegraph offices out-
side of Boston closed early and some
of the messages for assistance did not
reach their destination untii Monday.
including Lowell.

Several companies clalmed to have
saved the Old South Church. The flre
did not reach the church and it was
never in great danger. Its slated roof
and spire saved It from sparks, Sev-
eral times burning embers lougea un
top of its spire durln% the night, which
were extinguished y engines from

helsea, West Roxbury, Watertown
and Portsmouth, N H, in the order
named: ,

Fourteen lives weére lost by the fire.
Seven of that number were enrolled
firemen, three ex-firemen, three volun-
teers and one citizen. The firemen
were Foreman Willlam Farry and
Assistant Foremen Daniel Cochrane of
Truck 4, Boston: John Connelly of
Truck 1, West Roxbury; W. 8. Trom-
ley, Hose 2, Malden; Thomas Maloney,
Truck 2, Worcester; Martin Turnbull,
Hose 3, Charlestown, and John
Richardson, Engine 4 New Haven. Ex-
firemen, I. P. and A. C. Abbott,
Charlestown, and W. B.- Frazer, Ban-

or, Me (Cambridge). Volunteers,

enry Rogers, Engine 6, Boston; ¥. D,
Olmstead, Cambridge, ,and Lewis C,
Thompson, Worcester. . Citizen, Mi-
chael Fitzgerald. Boston.

Hose 2_located in the Quincy Schocl
yard in Hudson st, was the first com-
pany to start for the fire. It-started
before the alarm was given. Engine
7, in_ East st, the nearest company to
the fire, had just cleared the door when
the alarm came in and. was the first
to reach the ﬁrei but owing to some
delay In" getting to work, Hose 2 was
tHe first to pass water.

The commissioners- who Investigated
the firé, in their report said of tae fire-
men:

““The most Important part of a fire
department is its men, Boston has the
best material. Words fail to describe
the courage and devotion of our fire-

men. No battlefleld ever Wwitnessed
nobler heroism than wes seen in our
streets. The story of the fire is a
story of hardships endured and dan-
gers braved-in obedience to duty. More
than one of the firemen has literall

proved ‘faithful unto death’ We
kno% the whole community joins in
the > praise recently bestowed by our
Mayor on the members of the depart-
ment and in thanks which he renders
to the nremen of other places far and
near who so promptly furnished aid in
our time of peed.”
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