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Mf•IMI!DIJia • 

Note ' 	 ImESS was interrogated at 884 Auaseo , .Austria , on 20 - 21 
July 1945. This report is supple!mntary to Oonoolidated 
Interrogation Repart # ~ . •Activi t y of tbe Eins~tzstab 
Rosenberg in France , • dated 15 August 1945 •.. 

I . ~SONAL 

Born 6 Febrl~.:l2-:.' 1900 a t Dotzheim, R:rois ·,71esbaden , Gormar.y . 
Service 1n the .~rm£.ll .ArmY (1oo , ooo Mann-::oer) from the end of World 
War I until June 1930. 1931 , , appointed , on tht~ basis of long mi~itary 
service , tucbnical :lszistant to the Sta te A.rt Collections at Kasse l. 
Duties primarily as photogr•tphAr . 1939 , called to active duty wit h 
the Luf t'l7affa as photogn.pber , DI\1 assigt~ed to o. photographic unit 
as tec hnical director , with t :le rank of Stabsfe l dwebel (Staff Ser~ant) • 
The unit was transfe rred to st . G9rma1n -en- .Laye (Paris) in June 1~. 

In tho liUtwm of 1940 , KRESS was ordered by hi s CO , Ma jor Graf 
von KANITZ , to p:oceed to Paris ~i th t:UOee assistant:J for the purpose 
of photographing art objects . .ie 3t" ted that he c~ to the Jeu de 
Pa~ for tlw first time as a Luftvraffe NCO · on hi:. arriv a l, tv:: ~ret 

Drs . SC1UEI>Lo\DSKY, iHRl'S and JERCHEL , and was a.ssigr,od tne task of 
photographing !l l arge nwmer of p!iintings . von 3E3R , recognizing 
tht..t 1JU:3S was a professional art photographer , ilmmdi:ttel.y initiated 
an attempt to have him transferred to the Einsatzatab f vr duty . In 
1941 , KRESS was ordered to the f{aup(bildstelle (central Photographic 
unit) in thE. fflichslu.ftministerium .A.ir Minia'try) , and t hen trans 
f erred to thO Einsatzstab . ;ia ~as returned to Paris from Berlin , and 
put t o work in the Jeu de Pauxoo . .A.t this tim:~ , ha .sbnted that be mt 
and worked under Drs • LO:-tSE and KQNZE. 

SollXl t ime later , he was ordered to Salonika in order t o aocom
pa..'ly a certain Profec; sor DOEIDER to Mount .A.t hos for the purpose of 
making cu1 tural propsganda photographe . !'ho work, including f ·inieh
~- took approxima~ly six conths , ond l{MESS stf!Uid that DOElmR 
subsequently published a book about ~'Ount J.thos . Attor ccmpleting 
thie mission , K!1ESS returned to ?aria and reeUJIXjd worr. under LOH~ · 

Hi s work was handicapped , in that Corporal SllDKAT, who 
appeared 	to be favored by LOHSB, bad 'been itlstolled as chief pbo
toaraph~r . During t his period, KRESS did little photography', bu~ 
set himself the taU C1f compiling eh ordorly ee t of nogati vee , 
inasmuch 	u.e he had foulld t he files in a sta~ of disordor on bJ.s · 
return from Greece . Durint1 this -period also , hG span t ~re time in 
the photographic sectiori ot the Alnt qosenbtsrg in Berlin than with the 
Einaatsetab in Paris .. Ill 1943 , bit was eent to Riga and Kiev dn sbor~ 

and elso 	worl::ed in tha Einsa,.zstab depos its a~ 
KRESS statea tha t in 1944 

to aoti'ffl military du t y . &.nd that 3000LZ, a 
SOHOLZ, became \be llt8din8' :lili"M\'Z.::· ... 

photographic m1s9ions , 
Neuschwanstcin/russen and Cbiomsee . 
s n.'OrQ.T was returned 
·11'8pbeY ot 'B&l'e1olutle1ter Rober' 



... . . 


stab ~hotographer. Be was responsible to Dr. BOF(H~RS of the 
' Arboits&~~ LQ.uv're . 

~stated the~. shortly beforo the be.vy dir raison Berlin 
began, he w~s g~ven the responsibility of assembling the entire Ein
eetzsta~ file of photographic nee,atiTes ond rnoYing it t o Neuschwan
etein/F\lssen for safekeeping. ~bs.Jquently, lle wos ord.e:rud to move 
the entire f le t o the Einsatzst&b o~nt~r at 9obl.:>uo KoGl/St . 
Oeorsan, Shortly oof::~re the nmerio11n entry into the ore~ . the files 

I 
w~re onoe t gr.tin mov3d from Kogl t:> F\,tssen , as it wos f3o.red thet the 
Russians would t6ka Kogl. The final tren l o:- of Dl:.ltJrlbl W<~s under
taken by LOHSE , a oting under SCHOlZ' ol'dor~ . KJEC',_~ stot&~1 that he 
nu..de & number of short trips to ? f.l is in 19h4. in order to bring 
photog~phic mLt~ricl from tb& Luftwa f fe unit station t.:> Gennany. 
In cddi tion , ho was given the asslgrun..~nt by Dr~ Robett SCHOLZ of 
brinl!.lng from von B~!:HR ' s Di•mstst~ll·3 ,;os ton houollh:>ld effects (ohina , 
linon, oilv<.~r, etc. ) ' oonfiacat ·..u ill thu M-iction , t o oerroo.ny for the 
usu of 'IJ:insa tzs tab ..leraonnel. 

~SS was sent t o the Alt ,...usoe •loposit in 1945 by SCHulZ, and 
was mode ~;. prison.or of v1e.r &t tho t .i.me of the Amvricbn ontry. He has 
continued to work in the cupaci ty o f photogt'aphor, under the supe r 
vision of G-.) , llbnumants , Fine Arts end A.L'chiv:Hs 3r unoll, Third u.s• 
.Army. 

(.~ote a 	 For :iGGSS' observ&ti..>U.3 on ~incoutz.Jt&b po r oonnel , see 
eon:.Olidst~d rr.terrogutl.on Report # 1 , •.Activi ty of 
tn-.~ '!:;in.:>ao;z :5tab .R:>e!tnbOrt; .LD .b'rGnoo, • Obc..;>tor VI.) 

KR"..-55 si.Abmitted ir.f.Jrmut l:>n o!l tba f ollo •..i.ng i ndividuals, 

I
(a) Stebsfiihl'ar Gorhat-d OTIKIJ. 
( b) Dr. 	 sruno I ORS~ 
(0) HElUJSt ellenleiter Hennmm VOll n .(;}Uil.(i 

(d) \1{11ter Andreas HO.FEH 

,ll'renoh sources he.ve indicated th ·t .KRF:<i<> >78 8 involved in 
individual thJ rts under the guise of fonnel ~inootzetob confiscation. 
IOn'"'..CJ stat ed that ha ~oeived os yeroona.l ooc.; unsation from von B'lER 
oortain household g>Ods , inoludina a oo.1Jo ~~t enG a toe set, whi ch 
ha 'tud requuoted fo r his f c.Iilily dft3r tt.dlf h eel beon ooopletely banbed 
out . KRE~ o!"fi~d thct his .otiv i t y with tho ,insstzntab was oon
finod wholly t~ th3 photographing :>f works ot art in t~o Jeu de Paume, 
end tt.at ' he never eccomi>bllied ~insatzsteb personnel to priv11to dwell 
1Jl8e, eithur p~·ior to o r in tha oours ... of coruiaoot1on OjX)ratLona. . 
He cl aims that he oO/Ils no t•o!ks of ert wh.eteYer, a11.o t bL:t be eng6&ftd 
at. no time i n thl traffic of objeote of art. KR~$ ia 6 •littll) ~· 
wi th o. ~k .l,)araona.lity. I t i e oonooivcble t ht. t bo engegeu in some 
potty tbie vory,t but it is n.>t likely thnt he wee 1nvolv6d in an:t 
l a rge-soale , lllegal t rEm& ere o. art obj.:tots. No aotion 1e 
roooumonded; however, KIESS wee reboseu ,.noematllrely fnxn.interro
sation, in de f e :mnoe td o-s. 10'£. .... .)rd. ~nq. to ilo ll¥0 ~0.. 
&"Pbio work, In vin of his o1o1e ' relatioubi~ t o 111'~ elli1 otbiiJ" 
lce7 'Lftefto; ~raouel, h.- is waa1ted. t~ 1Un~r 1~a\•......,......1cm. br ).hla
wd~. '""'T 	 ....~. 
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