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Hluti af korti, Ndgrenni Reykjavikur og Hafnarfjardar 1902. Detail of a map of Reykjavik o
Ur férum N. P. Kirk. A kortinu er uppdrattur af jarn- showing the track.
brautinni.




Hluti elsta korts af Reykjavik, Hoffgaard 1715. Verslunarhis- Detail of the oldest map of Reykjavik, Hoffgaard 1715.
in { Orfirisey. Frummynd { konunglega békasafninu { Kaup- Original in the Royal Library, Copenhagen.
mannahofn.




Reykjavikurhofn um aldamétin, bryggjur kaupmanna vid ’ Reykjavik harbour around the turn of the century, the piers
Vesturgotu. from the varehouses.




HOFNIN [ REYKJAVIK OG
JARNBRAUTIR A ISLANDI

Hér verdur sagt fra verslunarstadnum vid Reykjavik og
hafnargerdinni par a4 drunum 1913—1917, en pa var i
fyrsta skifti notud jarnbraut & Islandi. Voru tvaer eim-
reidar notadar og er dnnur peirra nu til synis i Arbejar-
safni.

Um tima foru fram miklar umraedur um ad leggja
jarnbraut fra Reykjavik austur fyrir fjall og er her greint
fra peim aformum.

VERSLUNARSTAPURINN |
HOLMINUM

A 16. 61d jukust mjog umsvif pyskra kaupmanna vid Is-
land. Kepptu peir vid Englendinga um ad na hofnunum
vi& landid. Vid Faxafloa voru nokkrir verslunarstadir og
versludu bjodverjar { Holminum vid Reykjavik. bar reistu
peir verslunarhiis. Ekki er vitad med vissu hvar
verslunarstadurinn var en sumir telja ad pad hafi verid i
Grandaholmi.

Landsig hefur ordid mikid vid sunnanverdan Faxafloa,
sennilega um 10—15 cm 4 61d. Olli pad miklu landbroti
og eyddist land smam saman og er talid ad verslunin hafi
verid flutt ar holmunum i Effersey (Orfirisey). A korti fra

REYKJAVIK HARBOUR AND
THE RAILWAY IN ICELAND

This is a short account of the establishment of the trading
station in Reykjavik and also the building of the harbour
in the years 1913-17, when the railway was used for the
first time in Iceland. One of the two locomotives used is
now on display in the Arbzr Museum.

At one time there were also plans to build a railway line
from Reykjavik to the southern lowlands, and these will
be described below.

THE TRADING STATION
ON HOLMURINN

In the sixteenth century, German merchants greatly in-
creased their trade with Iceland, and they competed with
the English to gain exclusive trading rights in Icelandic
ports. There were several trading stations in Faxafloi, and
the Germans built a trading station on Hoélmurinn, an
island near the present city of Reykjavik. It is not clear just
where this was, but it is thought it was on Grandaholmur.

There has been much subsidence on the southern shore
of Faxafloi, probably as much as 10—15 cm per century.
It is believed that because of the encroachment of the sea
and the gradual erosion of the land the trading station was




Reykjavurh('ifn 1912, kolauppskipun. o Reykjavik harbour 1912, coal brought ashore.



1715 eru verslunarhusin synd i Effersey en pegar Reykja-
vik fer kaupstadarréttindi 4rid 1786 er talad um ad
verslunin i Holminum hafi verid 16gd nidur og flutt inn i
Vik (Reykjavik). Nafnid holmurinn virdist pvi hafa hald-
ist eftir ad verslunin var flutt yfir i Effersey.

REYKJAVIKURHOFN

Skipalegi i Reykjavikurhofn var slemt. Hofnin 14 opin
fyrir vindum af hafi, sérstaklega i vestan- og nordanatt.
Hvergi var hagt ad losa beint r skipi vid bryggju eda
hafnarbakka, heldur vard ad flytja allt ur skipunum med
uppskipunarbatum, sem gatu lagst upp ad litlum timbur-
bryggjum. A sidustu 6ld fjolgadi pessum bryggjum sem
flestar voru i eigu kaupmannanna i ba&num. Lagu per oft
nidur af verslunar- og pakkhasum peirra.

Hugmyndir um ad bata leguna voru uppi pegar um
midja 19. 6ld. Fyrsti visir ad hafnargerd var arid 1854,
pegar dufl var lagt ut vid Akureyjarrif. Var petta gert ad
beidni Stillhofs skipsstjora a postskipinu Soloven. Tveim
arum sidar var fenginn danskur verkfredingur til ad gera
athugun 4 hafnarskilyrdum i Reykjavik og tillogur til ur-
bota. A nastu dratugum voru gerdar fleiri tilldgur en
kostnadur var talinn of mikill svo bajaryfirvold toldu sér
ekki fert ad leggja i framkvamdir.

Arid 1896 var fenginn hingad hafnarverkfraedingur fra

moved from Holmurinn to Effersey (Orfirisey). A map
dating from 1715 shows a trading station on Effersey. It is
recorded that when Reykjavik was granted the status of a
trading centre by the Danish Crown in 1786, the
Holmurinn trading station was closed down and moved to
Reykjavik, so it seems that the name ,,Holmurinn® was
used even after the station was moved to Effersey.

REYKJAVIK HARBOUR

Port facilities in Reykjavik harbour were bad. The har-
bour was exposed to onshore winds, especially from the
north and west. It was impossible to unload ships straight
onto a pier or dockside, and instead all the cargo had to be
brought ashore in small craft which could dock alongside
small timber piers. A lot of these small piers were built in
the last century. Most of them were owned by merchants
in the town, and often they ran straight down from their
shops or warehouses.

Already in the mid-nineteenth century there were
moves to improve the harbour. The first was in 1854 when
a bouy was placed off the Akurey sandbank at the request
of Captain Stillhof of the mailboat S6loven. Two years
later a Danish engineer was engaged to make a study of
the harbour conditions in Reykjavik and to make pro-
posals for improvements. In the following decades further
proposals were made, but the costs were too high and the
town council considered them impractical.
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Reykjavikurh6fn 4 medan 4 hafnarframkvemdunum st6d,
s€d frd Hverfisgétu. Yst til haegri er Batter{ (Ingdlfsgardur)
par fyrir ofan bylid Solvholl, fjerst er Grandinn og Orfirisey.

Reykjavik harbour during
1917.

the building operations,

£

1913




Kaupmannahofn, Hugo Paulli ad nafni. Hann athugadi
adsteedur og komst ad peirri nidurstodu ad vegna mikilla
sjavarfalla i Reykjavik yrdi radlegast ad gera hér dokku-
hofn med ytri hofn. Eins for med tillogur Paulli og ann-
arra 4 undan honum, kostnadaraztlun potti of ha og
malid féll nidur um sinn.

Um aldamotin 1900, pegar pilskipa og togarattgerd var
hafin, var hafnarleysid mjog bagalegt og turbota porf.
Norskur verkfredingur, Gabriel Smith, var arid 1906
fenginn til ad gera nyjar athuganir og byggdi hann tillogur
sinar ad nokkru leyti 4 hugmyndum Paulli, en peer voru
p6 mun odyrari i framkvaemd.

Tillsgur Smiths gerdu rad fyrir hafnarkvi undan mid-
benum milli Granda og Batteris, med skjolgordum fra
Effersey til lands, sudur af eynni, gengt pridja gardinum ut
fra Batterii, en hafnarmynni par 4 milli.

Arid 1911 var lokasampykkt um hafnargerd gerd i
baejarstjorn og var akvedid ad ganga i meginatridum ut fra
tillogum Smiths. Verkid var bodid ut og kom legsta tilbod
fra donsku verkfraedifyrirteki. N. C. Monberg. og pann
31.4gust 1912 var dkvedid ad taka pvi. Hljodadi pad upp a
1.500.000 danskar kronur og skyldi verkinu lokid 1. okto-
ber 1916.

In 1896 a harbour engineer, Hugo Paulli, was brought
over from Copenhagen. He made a study of conditions
here and came to the conclusion that in view of the great
tidal difference in Reykjavik it would be advisable to
build docks inside a surrounding breakwater. Paulli’s
proposals met with the same fate as those of his pre-
decessors: the cost was considered too high and the whole
matter was shelved for the time being.

Around the turn of the century, with the dawn of the era
of the decked fishing boat and the trawler, a proper har-
bour became more and more of a pressing need. In 1906
the Norwegian engineer Gabriel Smith was engaged to
make a new survey. His proposals were based partly on
those of Paulli, but the estimated cost was much lower.

Smith envisaged a dock area in front of the town centre
between Grandi and Batteri. Two breakwaters were to
run from Effersey, one to the mainland an another to the
south, and the entrance to the harbour was to be between
this one and a third one extending from Batteri.

In 1911 the town council finally approved a plan based
mostly on Smith’s report. Tenders were invited and the
lowest estimate, from the Danish engineering firm N. C.
Monberg was accepted on 31st August 1912. The fee was
1.500.000 Danish kroner and the job was to be finished by
Ist October, 1916.



Fyrsta ferdin, Mingr leggur af stad 17. april 1913. Mingr’s first tour, April 17th 1913.



HAFNARGERDIN
1913— 1917

Flytja purfti allar vélar og mest allt efni fr4 Danmorku og
kom fyrsti farmurinn med skipi til Reykjavikur i mars
1913. Med sama skipi kom N. P. Kirk verkfredingur sem
skyldi hafa yfirumsjon med framkvemdunum.

Akvedid hafdi verid ad taka grjot til uppfyllingar i
hofnina i Oskjuhlid en mol i Skolavorduholti. Med fyrsta
farminum kom ein eimreid, Minor, sem nota skyldi til ad
flytja uppfyllingarefnid. Um sumarid kom onnur eimreid,
Pionér, til landsins. Jarnbraut var 1ogd frd Oskjuhlid og
Skolavorduholti nidur ad hofn. Lagdar voru tvar brautir,
fyrri afanginn var lagdur fra Orfiriseyjargranda ad
Oskjuhlié og var su leid almennt kollud ,leidin Gt 4
Granda.” Sidari 4fanginn 14 um Nordurmyri nidur ad sjo
og par medfram strandlengjunni ad Batterii, en par
greindist hun i tvaer leidir, 14 onnur Gt & Batteriisgard,
sidar Ingolfsgard, en hin fram med hofninni. Jarnbrautin
14 utan vid meginbyggd bajarins.

BRAUTARBRYGGJUR

A Grandanum og Gt fra Batterii voru reistar brauta-
bryggjur t i sjo, par sem skjolgardarnir attu ad standa, en
nokkru herri. Brautarbryggjurnar sem voru kalladar
..stillansar* voru ur timbri og ekki 0svipadar venjulegum

BUILDING OPERATIONS
1913—17

All the machinery and almost all the materials had to be
brought from Denmark. The first shipment arrived in
Reykjavik in March, 1913. N. P. Kirk, the engineer who
was to direct operations, came on the same ship.

For filling the harbour it was decided to take stone from
Oskjuhlid and gravel from Skolavorduholt. In the first
cargo of equipment there was a locomotive, Minor, to be
used to transport these materials. Another locomotive,
Pionér, arrived in the summer. Tracks were laid from
Oskjuhlid and Skolavorduholt down to the harbour. Two
tracks were laid, first from Orfiriseyjargrandi to Oskjuhlid
(this was commonly known as ,,the way out to Grandi®),
and then across Nordurmyri down to the sea and along
the seafront to Batteri. There the line split into two, one
branch going out along Batterisgardur, later called Ing-
olfsgardur, and the other along the harbour front. The line
skirted the town centre.

THE RAILWAY PIERS

Piers carrying railway tracks were built out into the sea
from Grandi and Batteri where the breakwaters were to
be, but standing higher out of the water. These piers,
which were called ,,stillansar® (scaffolding) were made of
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Vinna vid Batteri haustid 1914. ¥ The work at the Batteri mole, autum 1914.



Vinna ad vetrarlagi. A winter view.
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Brautarpallarir, stillansarnir byggéir. Dyvsey The railway piers




timburbryggjum. Brautarsporid var lagt at 4 bryggjurnar
og var vagnalestunum ytt it & bryggjuendann, eimreidin
losud fra lestinni og feerd adeins aftur. Sidan var uppfyll-
ingarefninu hvolft ur vognunum og alltaf { 4tt til hafs. A
Grandanum i vestur, en 4 Batteriinu i austur. A pennan
hatt hlodust upp malarhryggir sem grjoti var sidan hvolft
yfir. Bryggjurnar voru lengdar eftir pvi sem verkinu mid-
adi afram.

Reist var baekistod, Hafnarsmidjan, par var badi
birgdastdd og skyli yfir eimreidarnar. Stod hiin nalegt par
sem Miklatorg er nt.

HAFNARMANNVIRKIN

bPann 16. oktober 1917, afhenti Kirk fyrir hénd fyrir-
teekisins Monberg, beajaryfirvoldum hafnarmannvirkin.
P4 var lokid vid Grandagard, sem var steingardur 740 m
4 lengd; Nordurgard, sem einnig var steinfylling, 492 m
langur; Ing6lfsgard, 266 m langan steingard, en medfram
honum var reist hafskipabryggja ur timbri. Hafnarmynn-
id var 4 milli Nordurgards og Ingolfsgards. Einnig var gert
bolverk undan midbanum og hofnin dypkud.

Verkid hafdi tekid lengri tima en upphaflega var gert
rad fyrir. Kom par badi ad verkid tafdist af voldum
heimsstyrjaldarinnar og einnig ad framkvemdir urdu
meiri en gert var rad fyrir i fyrstu. A3 framkvemdum
loknum festi Reykjavikurbar kaup a jarnbrautinni med
vognum, byggingum og 68rum teekjum og einnig efni sem
af gekk.

wood and were just like ordinary wooden piers, but with
railway tracks running along the top. Trucks full of gravel
were shunted out along these tracks and the locomotive
was disconnected and moved back a little. The gravel was
then tipped out of the trucks. always on the seaward side:
towards the west on Grandi and the east on Batteri. In this
way banks of gravel were built up, and later stone was put
on top. As work proceeded the piers were extended.

A construction camp (Hafnarsmidjan) with storehouses
and shelters for the locomotives, was built near Oskjuhlid.

THE HARBOUR STRUCTURE

On 16th October, 1917, Kirk, on behalf of the Monberg
company, made the harbour over to the town council. The
parts then complete were: Grandagardur (740 m),
Nordurgardur (492 m) and Ingolfsgardur (266 m). These
were built of stone and gravel, and running alongside
Ingolfsgardur was a cargo-ship quay made of wood. The
harbour entrance was between Nordurgardur and
Ingolfsgardur. The sea-frontage in front of the town
centre was also built up and the harbour was deepened.

The work had taken longer than was originally esti-
mated. The delay was partly because of the war but also
because there was actually more work than the estimates
had allowed for. When the work was finished, the
Reykjavik town council bought the railway lines and
rolling stock, together with the buildings and other
machinery and excess materials.




Eimreidin Pionér, lestarstjérarnir Gudmundur Gudmundsson The locomotive Pionér, the engineers.
og Pall Asmundsson.



Neestu ar voru lestirnar litid notadar, en 1920—1922 var
eimreidin Pionér notud vid gerd Austurbakka. Hann
nefndist einnig Kolabakki eftir kolakrananum Hegra sem
verslunin Kol og Salt h/f reisti 1926. Jarnbrautarlestirnar
voru oft notadar til annarra flutninga, m. a. fluttu peer
oliu, timbur, kjot og kol. Lestarstjorar voru peir Pall As-
mundsson 1913—1928 og Oli Keernested 1913 —1916.

EIMREIDARNAR

Eimreidarnar sem notadar voru vi§ grjot- og malar-
flutninga vid hafnargerdina i Reykjavik, bdru nofnin
Minér og Pionér. Badar voru paer framleiddar hja Arnold
Jung, i Jungenthal bei Kirchen i Pyskalandi arid 1892.
Arid 1910 var settur nyr ketill i Pionér og er pad artal
stimplad 4 skjold a hlid eimreidarinnar.

Eimreidarnar eru4,9 m 4 lengd og 3 m 4 had og vega 13
tonn témar en 15 fullhladnar, sporvidd var 90 cm. bPer
voru ekki gerdar fyrir hradan akstur, heldur var dhersla
16gd & mikid drattarafl. Hradast mun Pionér hafa verid
ekid 4 50 km hrada 4 klst.

Ekki var hagt ad snia eimreidunum vid eda breyta
stefnu peirra 4 sporinu, og stodu par pvi badar alltaf eins
0g per voru settar 4 brautina i upphafi. Sneri framendi
beirra ad Oskjuhlid pannig ad per ymist drogu farm-
vagnana eda yttu peim a undan sér. Pallvagnar voru
hafdir undir grjot og kassavagnar undir mol og gétu allt a3
27 vagnar verid i lest i einu. Ut ad Granda voru farnar
7—8 ferSir & dag en 17 ferdir nidur ad Batterii. Pegar

During the years 1920—22 the locomotive Pionér was
used in the building of Austurbakki, Kolabakki. (This was
also called Kolbakki since the firm Kol og Salt h/f (Coal
and Salt Ltd.) built a crane for moving coal there in 1926.)
The trains were often used for transporting various goods.
including oil, wood, meat and coal. The drivers were P4ll
Asmundsson (1913 —28) and Oli Karnested (1913 —16).

THE LOCOMOTIVES

The locomotives used in moving the gravel and stone for
the harbour were called Minor and Pionér. Both were
built in 1892 by Arnold Jung in Jungenthal bei Kirchen.
Germany. In 1910 a new boiler was installed in Pionér. the
date being stamped on a crest on the side of the loco-
motive.

The locomotives were 49 m long and 3 m high. They
weighed 13 tons empty and 15 tons fully loaded and had a
gauge of 90 cm. They were designed not for speed but for
pulling capacity. Pionér probably reached a maximum
speed of 50 km/h.

The locomotives could not be turned round; once on
the tracks they always faced the same way. They faced
towards Oskjuhlid and so either pulled the trucks or
pushed them from behind. The stone was loaded onto flat
open trucks, while trucks with sides were used for the
gravel. Up to 27 trucks could be drawn at a time. Each day
7—8 trips were made to Grandi and 17 on the Batteri line.
When the train crossed busy streets such as Laugavegur



Pionér in the museum before the restoration.




Pionér after the restoration




Eimreidin Mingr { geymslu hafnarinnar. Mingr in the Harbour shed.




lestin for yfir fjolfarnar gotur eins og Laugaveg og
Hverfisgotu, var eimpipan bpeytt i vidvorunarskyni. Ekid
var alla virka daga arid um kring og hvernig sem vidradi.
Engin 6kuljos voru 4 lestunum og brautin 6upplyst, en
litlar oliuluktir héngu framan og aftan a eimreidunum.

Eimreidarnar voru af algengri gerd sem mikid var not-
ud i idnadi. baer komu hingad fré& Danmoérku. Mindr var
slitnari og pvi ekki eins godur drattarvagn og Pionér sem
var i notkun allan pann tima sem hafnargerdin stod yfir.

Eimreidin Pionér var til synis 4 Reykjavikursyningunni
1961, 4 175 ara afmeeli Reykjavikur. Sidan var eimreidin
flutt ad Arbeejarsafni og par stod han Gti par til ad reist var
yfir hana geymsluskemma veturinn 1975. P4 var hun
ryShreinsud og malud, en ketillinn var ekki hreyfdur.
Eimreidin Minor er i vorslu Reykjavikurhafnar.

begar jarnbrautin var 16gd nidur arid 1928 voru vagn-
arnir seldir til Pollands, og sidustu brautarteinarnir voru
teknir upp vid Oskjuhlid 4 stridsarunum sidari.

TAKNILEGAR UPPLYSINGAR

Lengd 4,9 m; had 3 m; pyngd fullhladnar 15 tn; pyngd,
tomar 13 tn; vatnsgeymar i vndirvagni toku 1.5 tn af
vatni; kolageymar ca 0.5 tn, en pad var alika og kola-
eydslan 4 dag; lokubunadur af Walschaerts-gerd; gufu-
prystingur 180 pund & ferpumlung; afl gufuvélar 150
hestsfl; pvermal aflhjola 78 cm; sporvidd 90 cm.

= === — = T

and Hverfisgata, a whistle was blown to warn people to
keep clear. The trains ran every working day throughout
the year, no matter what the weather. The tracks were not
lit up and there were no headlights on the trains, but there
were small oil lamps at each end of the locomotives.

Locomotives of this type were commonly used for ind-
ustrial purposes. These two were both brought from
Denmark. Minor had been used more previously and so
was not as powerful as Pionér. Pionér was used through-
out the harbour building operations.

In 1961 Pionér was put on display in the Reykjavik
Exhibition as part of the 175th anniversary celebrations.
Later it was moved to the Arbaer Museum where it stood
out of doors until the shed was built in the winter of 1975.
Then it was cleaned and repainted, but the boiler was left
untouched. Minor is in the possession of the harbour
authorities.

When the railways were discontinued in 1928 the trucks
were sold to Poland, and the last stretches of track on
Oskjuhlid were torn up during the last war.

TECHNICAL DATA

Length 4.9 m: height 3 m; weight 15 tons (fylly loaded). 13
tons (empty). Capacity of water tanks 1.5 tons; of the
coal-box 0.5 ton (this was about one day’s supply).
Walschaerts-type valve mechanism: steam pressure 180
Ib/sq in; power 150 hp: diameter of driving wheels 78 cm;
gauge 90 cm.
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HUGMYNDIR UM
JARNBRAUT A ISLANDI

Strax upp ar aldamotum voru uppi hugmyndir um ad
leggja jarnbraut hér 4 landi.

A8 frumkvaedi Hannesar Hafstein radherra var sumar-
i8 1906 athugad hvada leidir kemu til greina. Var i fyrstu
hugsad um ad koma 4 samgongum fra Reykjavik austur
fyrir fjall. Gerd var aztlun um braut sem legi fra
Reykjavik yfir Kjalarnes og Mosfellssveit, yfir Mosfells-
heidi og nidur 4 bingvoll, nidur med Soginu ad Selfossi.
Mogulegt yrdi pa ad tengja hlidarlinur vid pessa leid, svo
sem 4framhaldandi leid yfir Kjalarnes og Kjos 4 Akranes
og upp i Borgarfjardarhérud. Einnig meetti halda lengra
austur fra Selfossi og tengja Rangérvelli vid petta sam-
gongukerfi.

Rannsoknum var haldid afram naestu arin, svedid at-
hugad nanar, m. a. ad vetrarlagi med tilliti til snjoa, og
kostnadaraztlanir gerdar.

Arid 1913 hélt Jon borlaksson verkfredingur afram
athugunum og gerdi hann m. a. samanburd & rafknainni
lest og lest sem gekk fyrir kolum eda oliu.

Fyrsti billinn hafdi komid til landsins arid 1904 en pad
var ekki fyrr en um 1920 sem peim fjolgadi verulega. Um
pad leyti var farid ad aka austur fyrir fjall ad sumri til.

Arid 1921 akvad Alpingi ad lata rannsaka ad nyju
jarnbrautarlagningu um Sudurland og danskur verk-
freedingur gerdi athuganir & drunum 1922—1923. Hann

PLANS FOR RAILWAYS
IN ICELAND

As early as the beginning of this century, the idea of
building railways in Iceland was being considered.

Possible routes were investigated in the summer of 1906
at the instigation of the prime minister. Hannes Hafstein.
At first the plan was to open up a line between Reykjavik
and the southern lowlands. The line was to go from
Reykjavik to Kjalarnes and Mosfellssveit, then over
Mosfellsheidi to bingvellir and along the Sog river to
Selfoss. (To this could be added branch lines and a
continuation from Kjalarnes through Kjos to Akranes
and up into Borgarfjordur). The line could also be ex-
tended east from Selfoss to bring Rangdrvollur into the
system.

Surveys of the route, with particular regard to winter
snowfalls, were made over the next few years, and cost
estimates were drawn up.

In 1913 the engineer Jon Porlaksson continued these
surveys and also made a comparison between oil- and
coal-powered systems.

The first car in Iceland arrived in 1904, but it was not
until about 1920 that the number of cars increased signi-
ficantly. About that time, people began driving to the
south across Hellisheidi during the summer.

In 1921 the Alpingi decided to have the whole matter of
railways looked into again, and a Danish engineer worked
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Patikvardt:

i A j t 140 fyrir
Skipulagsuppdrattur af Reykjavik 1927. Par var ger ‘
jérnbrautarst6d { Nordurmyri. in the eastern part of the town.

Reykjavik town plan of 1927. The railway station as planned




komst ad peirri nidurstodu ad brautin ®tti ad vera sem
styst og lagdi pvi til ad hun yrdi 16gd um Prengsli, nidur ad
Selfossi. Potti petta 6dyr og heppileg lausn.

A Dpessum arum fj6lgadi bilum 6rt og umferd utan
Reykjavikur jokst mjog. Kostnadur vid ad leggja bilvegi
um landid var borinn saman vid kostnad vid ad leggja
jarnbraut og virtist jarnbraut pa hagstedari.

A skipulagsuppdreetti fyrir Reykjavik fra 1927 var gert
rad fyrir jarnbraut med brautarstod i Nordurmyri (austan
Snorrabrautar).

Arid 1931 var endanlega fallid fra dtlunum um jarn-
braut. Bilaumferd hafdi aukist mjog og porfin 4 godum
bilvegum var ordin mjog bryn. Var dkvedid ad lata vega-
gerdina hafa forgang, og ad leggja bilveg austur fyrir fjall i
stadinn.
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at a survey during the years 1922 —23. His conclusion was
that the shortest possible line should be built. running
across Prengsli to Selfoss. This seemed a cheap and con-
venient solution.

At that time car ownership and the volume of traffic
outside Reykjavik were increasing very quickly. The cost
of building a road around the country was compared with
that of the railway, and the railway seemed the cheaper
option.

In 1927 a plan for the development of Reykjavik took
account of the proposed railway line and included a site
for a railway station in Nordurmyri (to the east of
Snorrabraut).

The plans for a railway were finally abandoned in 1931.
By then road traffic hand increased heavily and there was
a great need of good roads. It as decided to give road-
building priority and to build a road over Hellisheidi
instead.
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