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·~ONF'DEI"mAL 
\ani" operatiou. n.,. aUo participated In "nOw, 

lpeclalia. ttalnlac proCft .. whkh lDe)ud_ batiic 

a1rbo,. trainlnc. hllb altitude low opeftiftc CRALO) 

a1rbome tJ'alnlnr. leftl ran .. patrolUna. nlrhl mo .. -

..... :, helleoptltr rappe11iDIf. airmobile operaUons. 

and the QM of the ST ABO ,enemn.' bamQIM tor 

iDMrtin.. Utct atraetln. lndt-riduaI. from ~ 

oib ....... b1 ... 11 .......... 

(e) s)lr. us eoadnce' ... oot an ~ 

.I .... &. _t actually comlll&llCl..t ud ted th_ tJUH. 

,.aow 1OId!tn.11 aD .... orp.DiAd Into thf'H 

platooftS llDder a fone hudquar"m'$ e1l1ftteDt. aDCl 

an ..maillic.Il'aU'" Hedoa (Fil'. ] .. 10). ~ US 

platoon lead...,. had • eoGftCUpart iDd1~ous ,Latoon 

1eadu. All comDWtd 4eclslou, bowner. bot':!. in th 

rear ana &Dd in the ftel4. wen the ~ponsibUity of 

\b. US pia..... 1-.. A US major ",mm4JIded 

SXF. lapported ." • )(ontap.ud ~nterpart. a 

hirbl, nlpcwi fonner tnM 1 ~'lieftaiD. SMP did 

DOt. uperienc. the .tuition amonl lDdipeoua 

croopa ooe would apen to nnd In a similar US 

unit. hnonn.. ntalnahiltty wu unique In that 

tbu. wu no IP4Citte termination of .erric. for the 

Indt~. lOUder. A Monta.c'nUd', aulpment 

w'ith S)lP DOMn&.lly terminated onl, it b. absenled 

hiMHlt without I ...... or lt h elected to terminatlP 

hI>"""'" 
I C) TM ialtial etnpAat'" followtnc the noryanl. 

_ttoe of &1M Golf , Scvtt7 CompalllY wu to cn.fJ& 

SKr ,.noe1loe1 to 1*'f0l'1ll the mi .. iona the, had 

beu tuk" ~ dlit1.lte OIl • COIIIUIlla,deJ' bacia. OM 

of th ... mluiona ..... to pwfQrft cruh .iUi iDsPft'­

tiou- PrioI' to tiM SMF acU.,.tioa the Golf 5 

Securit, Com,.,., bact bfta tuked with cruh site 

Iupecdoe &Ad ~ recovery aUuioni 011 two 

.. ,.,.,u oeoaioQa. foUO""rinc the cruh .. of • China 

Air LIne. nIoht 00>T7iD~ S2 .. ...-I e:>cI • Cathay 

PadC'1C mabt. catTJiDl' 12. penGftllleL Th .... wen DO 

su,.m,n lA either cruD. Hall' of the t«hnJqu .. 

ud proeeduns of SMra c .... h alta SOPa wen 

dem-.cl fiorD the methods used by Go1I 5 durinl' 

theM mluioaa. Most 01 the J)eJ'SOnnel uaisneci to 

SPECIAL MISSION FORCE 

• 
ADMIN a SUP 

7 US 24VN 

Total: US personnel 

V N personnel 

I000<0, STOAT·ISl 

18 

129 

HEADQUARTERS 

8US 6VN 

• 
RIFLE PLT GUARD PLT 

OUS 

3 US 45 VI( 

nns ?At;!: !".~':~~.!'~" '·~CL..lSSIJIED 

Orc!~r ~U<J A-:-.·j- .. :::" .: .. :.; per j,;. 

________ B._~_O_!?_.,g3._ .. 
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the G.»U I kurtt7 Company 'UINeqUKUy formed 
tb. IUldeus of ,n'F. 

Ie) ID ordft to iAI.,.... that the I ..... of com~" 
tralDIDC and l)Meial operations techniques ...... 
tonai'teDt tbroul'hout the foree. SMF ))epD &II 
IIltanam. two week tninln. -procram .. IOOD ... 
the pt.{ku compound .... ..ceup*J aDd the penon­
Del 0I"'pftbed WIdei' the new Joint Tabl. of Dbtri­
baUoa.. r.u. .... followed b7 ~ aeeoad two ... k 
block of n.Id trainiDC' and. 011 23 Aup,at 1m. 
anuI opera'iou. Thb rapid tnuitioa from torm&oo 
don to COIDNI: o~radou did not impair S)(r. 

THIS PAGE REGR.\CL:l U::CLASSI1u:D 
01'd~r $Of'l ArllY l;i :i.i.G p~r 

------------8-3-&6--2-4--. 

1-18 

rftDOnaiYwll'" to • Yariety of mission&. Reconnab­
..nn miuiona w.,. CODducted in Military a..ton 1 ana 2 with ",tnwt. aquad.s. platoon.. ud the .Ddre 
tore •• Two additional craah ,it. InsPftd,..na turther 
clarified teebniques whieh would Qro". useful \.0 
POlt .. .....tIre CTUh sit. aearch ope~tIonLI. Th. 
quaUty of the Special )(iuion Force .holNd beat fa 
eornbat, wben the iDdlpnoua soldier pro .... d bia ex­
cellence ... Junl'l. ttptar.t· 

(U, Th. SpedaJ Misaion Foree ... deect:tYated 
and cUJbanded on 5 )(ucb 1913; tDdipnoua troop-. 
rek.rUd to their rillara. 

-G e, CEFEiENTlhl; 
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ANNEX J 

AN LOC 

Ie) Tho NGUYEN HUE ott ... "" of 1m bocan 

.. 30 ..... _ .... _ of _ ..... I(llIto,., 

lloc!aoa 1. Ibpobllo of VI--. W1th1a • WMk, 

til. COIDopoDeDi of ~ Gtf .. ift In KiJi1Uy RecioD 

3. which mcloclri S&i..,.. bepD to UIdofi, The .oem,. 

_mpaip caqhi Ut. !.rieDdl7 tofCM ill the u. by 

...,,-. ID..m.-. ,"""ria duriDc _ 1B_00d 

that tUn ... Uttl. Ukllllhood 01 all -eIIl7 ott_· 

aIn ... tIto ocaI. of tbt IB IIDlb07 JIacI.. 1-

WbIIe til ........ til. ~il
J.,. of Intno .... _, 

fttar Ta, Nlnh Cit,', tIN repona )laeed enec ,... 

tw:ac. hi the alriIitr at aUled tf'OUoobord .. operat1cm.a 

Ia Cambod!e to Itoop she ...... , _1000 bu, d .. 

fediDe' their nu. of eouua ..... eet'oa Criticall,., 

~ ,.... • lack of lIladoa about \1M p~ 

ot ---7 aI1JLOI'e4 turt:a ta. tk area. 01 KlU­

bo7 JIacIoo 3. n.... ...... __ \ba. OR 

aa:aelt IIIlpt be JItO\mt.d oa. the towu Wft, RAac. 

13, tIM maiJs f'ftta of apsm-eb to Sai&f.1S tf"OGl til. 

DOrtb. Th. oYenU ..-luatiOll 01 the situatioa .... 

that 1I'MIQ7 torca m. tile &.pubIie ~ tIM 

ablb.,. to __ boocca1!oa me ....... cd coarillo, ........... pro_ ODd ";ppor __ AI. 

thooP .. uldh&_ ._ ..... <'Oftaid_ to 

boo ~ Ia u.. B-3 ...... <Koa_ Ploiku. ODd 

Dvlac Pro_I, tIIoJ ..... DOt ""-'"" Ia )IJlI. 

torr JIacI .. 3. nu. -c of -J .. poIIUI­

tl.. .. ....u .. latatiow Mrioaal., .ttKWI tIl4 

lo0oi of __ of tri_J t_ '" tho _ 

(FlC. J-I). 

(e) Not until the ott-..tn had "lHD bhaattd Ia 

JlDlb07 JIacIoo I __ intolUpoce ..-.. aliI. 

to deconaIBo wbat bad bappoood. o...m. u.. eillod 

operatWea bt c··kotU. &t'01lDd tM Cb'7"Dambct 

an .. m No.embv aDd o..abet ttTl. tM ..... VC 

Dtrioioo bad __ t04 be ....... J[rek ODd S~ 

Th. IIliuioa of taia ... ,. tore. .... to ,nnQt 

u.. 5th AllYN 01 ....... from mo.m, inca thia .,.. 

alId t4 h!Sb\ other AllYN -'-...ca attemptiD. to 

.. .., .... t ot. tINt ~ ata.. la late Deeembw 

tb. 5th VC Dt:risioa bad _tabUsh.d it. ... .,... 

Mer _ CaIaI>odia, whldo Is che ftn •• Ipltkut 

c·JDhcw:fI.'D to ... alGaa 1.oG~ u .. il c:roa._ \he 

bood... P'rom J.,...., thnacJ. ..... 1012 ..... 

__ .... ..tItOod ODd _ed. 

(C) bI J'oImou7 ODd ___ 11m she TIll Wf A. 

Dt>Ialoe ...s u.. tell VC JlhisIoD ..... _-. 

...s ......woe IB che CamboollaA ......... of Dambe 

.act (:'hap rwp.ett .. iy. lA late Karth. daC'umar. 

eaptb:red In T., Kirsh Prv'Jlinee rneaI.d thai .1 ... 

1-1 

_.ta at u.. tth VC DhisSoa. .... roe plalmbsc to 

..... CD ........ '108 IB CIw rioInIty of CII, FIsh_ 

book OQ or alIoot U Mudt.. Part 01 tU dtriUoa ... 

... _ '" • atacbrc ... '" til. __ 

poI"Iioa 01 tb. baM ....... 1'0 &be eut of dult ~dOD 

Ia .... ten Stall LRrc ~ el __ c. 01 the 2'tZd 

VC 1IocIme • ...w4 _ .. b_ pvt of tIto 

IlIC NYA. a..;.. .... bad .-q .... 0<1. AaoCII .. 

aaldoDCItIad _ ..... ill pooItIca _ of Camp 

Tonk Cham aM ....... 14& TIle .. pew.! don_ 

m_ta ... ladbt.elt tlaat coor4lDatioa. ~ the 

7t11 NY A. 1lhU1o. ODd CIw tcII VC DIYIaIoa .... 

poNlblo aad ..... an 01_ .... of .... 9tII VC Dtri-

..... bad _ traIaod Ia urboa warl ... Th. _ 

1>&_ of tba t7'U VC IIacboont woro lis .... 

ham. nceh'ed additJoaal t:rainhtc spinal MI.ctad. 

......... . 
(C) TIle 011_ of <lie NO<Cb VIa-=- aM 

VI.. Cone NGllTEN Il11I: ott_ _,. to de-

....., AllYN f__ cIlr-oaP 14IIi..,., .......... to 

dlantp\ tbe Vferrem1udo. ud pradficadoD p'tO-

....... til ... _
~ tho -C>:Jo1d .. ODd &all,. 

to w.. .... tho ........ _ at SoDtII VI ........ 

T ....... pIIaIo ...... oI>joctIna IB JlilJtorr R ..... 

I .... -J _""" • _pIIc&t04 ...-I plaa. 

The U"Jl ud I'J'h' Iadq r1mt N"."A. a..imeAti 

............ to eoad:uct 41, • .... 'l'1 auacb apiuI 

_to of tho _ A.llVN DMaIoa '" DOrth ... 

Ta, Ntala ~ nu. cIIYCuloD 1DUk_ the 

__ of tba 1tII NY A. ODd .... VC Dlriok> .. 

cIlr-oaP ... ..... 7"" ODd Ia... Blab Loo. Pro­

_ (nc. Jot). Tho .... vc IlhUloa. .... Idand 

to be dM .uta- dtriaioa of u.. _OIIIly fol'Ctt. .... 

... fcaect th misa!cm to st&ack aad captw:'w AD: Loc. 

pnf~ vidUa tin da,.. but not taCH thaa 

tea. A. caauaaacI b..tqualUn tor South Vietnaal 

..... Co IN .. tabllJ.Md. ., til. MW' COmlllunbt c:apital 

., Aa Loe .. 20 April It'12. 

(C) WWJa. tl!.. Ith VC Di'riUoD .... mO"linl' to u" 

compUP v.a -iarioa. tM 7th NY A DiYbloD ... 

an-- \be .. poaubility to b10ck Il.ov.c. 13 ~Q 

b Lac ud Lai KM to tk ... th uwl to ltop all 

....- _ -wac or I_w.c A.a Loo bJ roaL 

Tbe IU. VC DtYiaioa wu MSiped tta. m1aaioa. t4 

..... Iato 1IOIih-m 8mb Lone Pro-rinte Nad atbldt 

...t coo,.... Loa Niab. Whoa Loo l(1ab !wi tan ... 

c:M Ita VC Dtriaioa wu to coorctlcat. an attack 

wiUl tIM! Udt ad mat IDdepcd"ul !'IVA RecioO 

IMIlCi to l.o1ata the %SUI AaVN 'f)tTiaion by 1 lea, . 

~t1,.. tJMu loren ,.,en 1: ... rt;ed with bola'" 

a&UF'DP [fh'tl 
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ml the rwauiDda' of Ta, NIDh ~ The ItIDaral 

concept for this DJlUlellYft wu for the 5th VC 

Dl'rision ~ redep 10,. from tIM lAc N inb aru aDd 

attack Tri Tam.. Slmwt.&hoQa11. the two iDd~a~ 

dmt NY A recimatli would. attack iDto Baa Nrhia 

o»d To. NIDh __ IYoaI tho Psttot'. Bok 

to eat Boat. 1-
(e) Aftar tho __ ......... _ ..... __ 

tabIIUo4 II)' mld-Ila.. :he nit SV A lIIYfolaa. ItII 
ve DlYi...... nth Ardllory Coauaaod, 202d TaIIk 

1Iocim.... aad tho 2'l3d TaIIk IIocimont ...... .. 
attack dowft Roate 11 aM che SailOa lUTel' eor. 
lido!' ud capture Salpa.. FmaD,. the Thll B1a 

Subsector u4 42tda SaPl*' Groap ...... to attack 

Biea Boa. 'l"beM 1IIft11 piau ... completely db-­

".,ted b1 tIM eo.tl,. at&aek ., L« N1Dh and til. 

tat:\Ift to captan All 1M, bat ill &be meantfJH, 

dI. ....,. Nt &b. bdtial phaMa of hb plu m 
motion.' 

te) ne f!nt .ipltieaat _1 contact bt MW. 

tar'J Jteciozl S oceuned an,. Oft tt.. !DOminI' of 

2: ApriL The "dI, .ttacbd tho AllYN FIn Sap­

port But Lac Lone &loae Route ZO. 35 kUomoten 

northwest of Ta, Nblh City, ia lb. DoC- Bead ana 

•• tM Cambodlaa .. VletDam... border. Formerly 

e n.d F1n Support au. Pace."tbe baM wu oYCI'­

,,'. wtthbl .... ra1 boQn 'b7. rqimental ,be enemy 

MJauJt. Cont::rfbu.tIDc to the nrpriae of the de­

faDClel'? wu elM .. pio7lM8t of taDka in sapport of 

tho. _,. &tt&ck. PnriooN mtelUrma npoI'ta bacl 

!ina DO WUDirac dlat die ...... , Mat • taDk ca,.. 
bIIIt7 ID -tho ..... ".. lin ... _ -. dot_ 
b,. the lat Baua!Joa. 48th AllYN Jtectm-t,. .at­
t ..... .... :.mod, 44 .........led. aDd = adoalDc ... 
addI_ to alplftaat ......... __ aDd equip-

_ant. Altboucb th ...... 7 tOfte .... not klmtftled 

ill tw c:oa.ta.ioa of the lNaWc. it wall probabl, either 

th~ ~ .. th 01' the :.rnst NY A lDdepeDdet R.ecimat.1 

,1)) A.t'tft' tbe captan of Lac Lone the __ 1 

fDfta coatinu'" lb_ .... and lorced the ...-..cu­

tIon 'If the AltYN fin RJtpOr1. baM at Thin NlOa 

on Roata 22. 1e&dinc meo Ta, NbUa City from the 

.. ".,beut.. n. "m, .... baah .. th. wtthdrawiD .. 

AltYN .a.lDdta bot ~d DOt loUo .. th .... lKe II I 

";th • cbnItt qaiIut tIM' ~ capital. n. Iou 

at 'i1tieD Neon .... IlIOn crit.ical than tb. Iou of 

Lac Loa.. becaUM it l'IIU'ded the apPl'MCh.. to 

Ta, Niall City. n.n ..... d .... path bato the 

capital had tIM ...... , wfaIMd to eoatizhM. bU ad-­

ftDCe. 'l"be failun to pnee dlb 1IIItnD\ap iD Ta, 

NlDh ~ .... aD: ..n,. tadicatloa that this Il10.,. 

..... tut. altbaach It .... D:Ot ~ elM, 
lot the-am... 

Ie) AJtJ>oup tho AllYN t_ ba lIill...,. _oa 
3 bad ~n .arpriaed b,. the ..... , .ua.cb lot L..aoc 

Loa.. aud TIU_ N pn. and par1:icu1arl, b, the 

pn:scn of enem, armor. th.,. rMCtN .. pinst wbat 

appeand to be • tbrut acainat T., Ninh which 

.... thirty kilolMtltn to the sooth of the w.ndon-.i 

fire .uPPOt't baM. The 25th AltYN DiTiaioD: or. 

IUtud • relief torn CQIIlpoMCi of the 2d B.ttallon,. 

_ -.. ..... aDd tbo 32d, <3d,- aDd 44t1l lIan_ 

a.HaHn. Ia &be..., t.. of the opea;1lC' up 
of 1M CSIl'Ipaip. lbe ..... of tIda forn .... DOt 

eloa<. IIG 1_ F. BoU~ Co_e 
GeDoral, TIunI ~ AaoIa-. ~ 

(TRAe) • ....- QEN enIP_ .un..... COMUS­

IlACY. that h. dW -' bow wMther this lorn .... 

to IIDk .. wltIl tho _ of tho AllYN .... .. 

that ..... ___ ftoIa IM I.oac or .......... p17 

tbe an M ... . 

Ie) 1a ... 7 ..... tho ....... of tbo 215 .. AllYN 

Dtriaioa n1Jd' force .... fnel.nDt to die -r 
otftui.,. ia KJUta". l1ecioa 3. The .ttack apblst 
tho lin _ ..... ~ 0""" ... _ 
lo draw aWed atteadoa froID the ~ of ltout. 

13. n.u. ap~ to bYe Mea. Uttle parpo.. m 
that opIt'&dOD on the part of the eneftI, 1IIl1aa 

that ... his pal. Th.n .... no .. riDUII atwm.pt 

OD tIM puI of the .em,.. to eoa.tiaue towani T., 
Nbah Cltr. DOl' ... til.,. P., effort to mabttaiD 

coaUallOU oeeu.padoa at the eapt:und fire aupport 

IIua. 
(e) ,... _ cia,.. attar tbla baltIaJ __ 

qaboo& _. f .... ID 1IlIl...,. RosIoD S. til .... 

..... • ........ 11111 I:a ... Ieftl of 1IDnl, act::tritJ'. 
BOW'e'9'W. ebeN ,.... iDdicadou of mer 1M tIMm, 
a<thoiqo ID tbo ... AltYN DIYiaM>D .... of _ 

_ ,...xaIarI7 """"" toe NIDh ... d AD toe; 

the ~t to-.. OD Roa.~ 13. The ath 
~ ..toto.o ...- _ of VIat Coae 

aDd Nortlt Vle«rom '" operadq fa aqua4. platooa. 

&Del com,...,. flH"lQ&tioni dvtn~ the period 1 to 3 

ApriL TllAC BeadquaJ"ten. ~. tolidDuedi to 

pJ.ac. lta- i • .,hubi on the alb:l&doll in T., NiIlh 

~ ID which FIn S1>ppon BaM Lac Lonc 
... 1ocateci. AttetaJllq to neoft1' the nr. baM met 

with ... rniatan«. and • captund North VI ... 

nam .... Idler ~ed. that tho main torce enem, 

el ..... t hi tU T., NiDb an. ..... the 7th NY A 

Drri.ioa.· 

(U) ".. -7 ...... - anoW>d 1.0< !'I1Dh aAd 
All _Loc m th ... tint:: dap 01 April ...... pparntJ,. 

~ effortl.. ID addition. aome enemy 

au.mpta had heeD ..... to tum :he worUn in the 

Ta1"eI ao.... Plaatatioa ana aptJut the Soath 

~ 10""""'& repreaeetatins ia Blah 

Loa. ~ wiMn both towns wen located. OIl 
• April u.- _ 0 lull ... tJo..la ..... of _. 

actIYit7 u.r...ehoat 1IU1lU7 _Oft 3. _17 

the IIM!ID, ... 1IIOrinc lato hia final pMiiUcms 

arowad Loc Ninh. jlJl:t belon tb4t ...... 11It on \at 

dist:l"id toW1l (Fil. Ja3) . ... 
CPtIRDat-.L 

.... - "~-;!:::I:::l 

(,. ...... 
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THE ArrACK ON LOC NINH 

(U) The attack on Loe Nlnb wu tbt: pAllid. to 

the ticrp of An Loc. What hap~n" at LDe Ninh 

Ia ditfinlt \0 determba.: then wen tew .IlU"'riYon 

aDd most of the American adYisory detachlllfoflt ..,..,. 

ldllec1 Of ca:ptw"ecl Althoqh the ..,7'. 1t.b. !fV A 

DtriaiOD bad ken lclntttted cominc tAtoQlh Tar 

Ninb. Proyfnce. the _.my tOted 10 Blhh IAq Pro­

.me. remaiaed \Ul.ic1ctitJ.'I!'d tOf' ~ da,.. alUr 

th4 bre-cinDin" of tM attack on Loe Hum. !'lot Ul!tU 

tIM- .i..- of A.n Lox """ fnenJty t~ able to 

~U' the ,is. and unit cSuipation 01 the hostile 

lorn *iqinc thQ!. If 

(U) To 'mItet th ••• m7 attack Oft Loc N.Ah. the 

ath ARV!ol Diviaion bad the 9th llqiment toretber 

with an attuhed armond e.,.a!ry squWou (minus 

one APe trooSJ' and an .ttaehed ranp!" batali011. 

At th. beKinninl" ot the att&c:k. tbtse fOrtH wef'e 

d1tpenect. Since th'n bd been DO wuninr that 

toe Nlnh .... u enemy obje.:::t1". .. the commander 

of the 9th JleiPment. had ... iped HArtb rniuions 

to th. bulk o{ his {ore ... "!'he attack on the morninl 

of $ April del •• ted !II detail thae foret'S &rOund 

I..oe Ninh.l' 
• 

t C) The battle of Loc Nin!: ~D ill the evJy 

IDc:tminC' hDun of $ April At D40IJ bOlUS TR.·,C 

B.adQuarten ~i'nd • report. fro'dl til. 5th A1t.VN 

DiYislOn that encm, &mIor baG bHa hurd awth­

wut of Loc NiDh JDo'rina ease- to1lFVd Ilwtc lJ. 

Thia .... tlJ. tlnt warninl' lb.t the 5th ARVN 

Dtrision laHd & lore. of Jil'nifit:ant strerzrth and 

m .. At 06SQ bOf,tl"S th_ ~7 bepft .MJUn. the 

b .. 4qurten 01 the 9th fUailDfltt aDd th. Loc 

Ninh SqbMeto.. Headquarwn ~IDPOUnd.· Soon 

tlMr..itel'. Loc: Minh ..... ubjeete4 to h •• ..,. ~und 

attack hom the .... L SeYual times the .nem7 " ... 

in the win bdort bemr fore.d badt. Th~ nest day 

MG a"l.IlnpW"':'rtb nPQrud to GEN .-\brams that be 

Htimatad ~ forte to he •• bHn the siu ot • nin­

lore.d ~ment. nne "'ere eonflr.ned reports ot 

4Omm. aM 82Jnbl mOTtAr tires aad IMmm roc:ket 

ftrn. n-, ... '"" also "peu'tI that- l06mm howit.un 

"'.,.. kina us" by tb. meID1. bQt these .... re un­

colll1rm.... Som. eonil,l.tion uistwi .... t6 "bethel 

tanka had. been u..d Us the tint day', fi"Ming, 

but it appean that at '-ut one tank ...... knock.ed 

out. by diJ"ftt- fin from tM AltYN .. reill.,,.,. w;t.b 

tb. ft}f lta.,numt." 

(U) Th. tllhtfnC at Loc Ninh ... ne-ree. Ameri­

lean adViM" oa the IJ'O\Ind made atensi.... u.. 

of Wtieal air .tn1c.... KG HolUDpworth sioel4td 

cui Cl"1' "ZSppo" Smith. in partkular tor" praisa 

... ,..ul~ of bla olf_ "'"' briIIIut fin d\rec­

doD. In UlOtUr .&taDpt to tnU the dne1opiul' 

eMm.J' straacwhol4. dM: tat Ca-..tr, tult to~ 

wi'" _ .... -'n of elM 24 Batta1loft, 9th Rolli­

meat. attacAed, .... ordered to a.itack t<rwvd tt. .. 

city bo... ~u poahOU DOrth o:t Loc Ninb.. The 

led elemutl of U. taU t~ mad. eofltact with 

the _ encirdJD. ...,. jut to tbe nOTth Gf th .. be­

leapered .maca. Early II> the .-...... radio 

eontaci witta th4 canlJ7 ... toat. I: faded from 

the remaiMcr 01 Ike eontUet at Lac Minh. ha.ml' 

no inlIUftee on the outcctQC of the battle.-

(C) B_Y7 eumy preUII:re ap.inst L« Ninh 

cont-UIued thrwCh the ruth of April. To the south­

eQt of u.. town. the ... m.y had reinforced his 

attackml' .le!nenb by lIGOn aDd launched major 

lfOund attaclu. DarinI' one of the atternom as­

Nub.. oemy .emdb a.ttempted .. wesnrard 

crouiq of tM Loc: NlDh -AD .... .,. whic:h .... 

.topped to,. .. U-p_ .u- .-. ulD:: CBU.. M 

the tlchtinc rqed. &DOther eJte!ll7 ..... u1t .. hkh 

bad ~ .. ill ceWnC mto the win 0lI: the ... t. 

.lde' of tbe 9th &qimnt"s com~ pos.l was cut 

doWll tor ~... .-hl... By DIa'ltt.U tho 

aitoadoa ~ stalrili:&ed. and XC B~llln ..... orth 

telt tltat- .. t. of tJt. attae1Oa.. _em, ,..smcnt 

b.d """ ldIlod. 

te) £art,. 011 the 1Il0l"l'da.C' ot • ApriL- how.....,.. 

Uut ..... ,. bnnapt up his armor. n. defenders 

of Lot Nlab !)_rd the tub. '" th. southern II11d 

ot u.. nmwa,. Shortly thereafter. an .n.m7 in· 

lant.T'7 .... ult auecNde4 in aectin&, into the wire, 

and taIlU joined the .. ttack hom the northwnt 

.. nd MuthUSt- at aboQt 0&30 koun.. n. battle con· 

tiDwtd 1_ another ttro boun ....... .-ihl' back and 

lorth. MC RolJinpworth Obs.ttTN tanks in 2TVUPS 

at ..... " and eil'ht kine b"UD *k on five oe­

c .. ia~ The en~1 forces ... re too strone tOI the 

d.tenden, hO'lll'enr. and at 0'145 boun the camp 

was o .... tl1;l1L '"'t"llo.e Oft the I1'OUlId at Loc Nhh 

fOQl'ht. .... llanU' ap.inst. iusul"DlOWltabie odds t6 

ineJude 25 to 30 tanka." HoUinpwonb laur re­

ported to GE!of Abram .. "naontl.a and relUl'lr.abie 

eou,..... k~t tbnn pm •• ..,. 

THE SIEGE - PHASE I 

~C) Dwinl the lu-t 0, of the battle at. Loc 

HiM. KG HalJinCl"'fOrdI __ me inenNihwlJ tan· 

nom. about th. stat. ot readinesa throuchout the­

rem.jnd~,. 01 )iilitar'J lUcion 3.. In .. tDoHUi,. to 

.n A,.erib,a fletllCftbt 1h dut "Cion ~. .toamed, 

"Sltu.Uoa fQ. Billt. Lone ~nc. h.s taken .. turn 

fof' wane." H. I"Itpoort.eci that Loc N'inh had pr-ob­

ably ,.,11 ... and obserred that the likelihood was 
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thaI. tM iIOftIl' wou14 coeUft,ue hi. motnen\u", 

lOath utnd. ltoute 11. Nolin, that the" .. " 

~Mb" AllYN' Hporta that the enelll, ,Ianned 

to ~kt Ta, NiDll Pr-o'f"blte and lUke a DL'Io;or 

mow .. SaJcva. the .-unl wrow, "eoa.'''''nftl 

eftftlSJ' .ace .... at Lee NiJda .... mol" be pnpand.. .. 

B. tMa p.. d1rwtIoaa 'Meed llpoll lda obMna­

doet of tltt _,. attack on 1M Nblb. "AD 1:5 

01_.. """ _..... In Ill11tary IIorloa S will 

lmm.&at:elJ' dt«k &ad Impro .... Wmai .. polidou 

to luon tbat 'her art' bI _, po .. lb.. CQftdlticm 

to witbataad M"~ attacb-b,.t1n aa4 poulbl. 

_ tIN _ , ......... .,..... With foroo\ch' 

that PTO"d cridcal at AA Loc,. Bo1llne-wortD COII­

tt'.L"" "Commnden ..m MCve aD poalbl. aDd .. 

.... _ .............. tha. poopl ..... aoaIpod to 

empl07 thuI aad that tlaote ualped 1mow how 

to ftft -tbem propul,." H. then placed. U. entire 

rqioa em -rello. alert ."'tlaaoll 
(C) Aa >:110 bo&tt1o a. 1« NInlt antolUd. LTG 

IIIDh, __ C IU eo.,.. • ...- that tho main 

eDerIl, effort .... DOt \0 be iD Ta, KlDtt. but. ratber 

lD Blah I..onc Pro,,~ I.oc NUth was the northam_ 

mo.t town of .i~ III u.. prorinet.. lD &ddJ,. 

tioa. to h. poUttcaI bDportaaea u .. dbtrltt to ..... 

Loc NIDh abo parded the ftorth.m portion of 

Boote is. .. major .ppro&c'h to. Sai~ Tb. Daxt 

'to ... to the IOGtb ... .b x.-. proriDee capital of 

BIDh Loa. ood a ruJor ...... r of In.... ..- > 

prod ...... for tho 1Iop..- of Vlobaln. IIIDh aIoo 

naUz.. that tile oem, wished to ..u. "'nb Lon, 

to ettect • dtrttet appl"MC:b to Saicoa. Unable to 

.. n Lot NbaIa" he dedd.ed to niatore. AD. Loe 

ad attempt. to lCOp the ... ,. &ciftDc:e \0 til. 

nati'taal capftal. A ~ detenM of All Lot 

wouJa .J.. MpriY. the .... m,. of tb. ps,cholocical 

sdYutap of upt'llriDl' a p~ncial capital clo .. 

\0 Saipa,lS 

(e) LTG Mmh's decillion to hold .. t An Loe ... 

.. wise or _0 Lam tnte1Ucuc. en.luation coc!IJ'1l1eci 

that ciurin, the thst ... Ir. of Apnl, whUe the 5th 

VC DtriIioa .... Pn'OudinC IUld .. ttackinc. l.oc: 

Ninb. the 9th VC Di-n.ion .... morinl' mto position 

aroQDd AD Loc. )llnb hUl"ried to Saipn OD '7 April 

and demaade<t more tl'vOp, to make up the 10 .... 

suttered ill the iDitW eq&lJt!Dents_ ae itdormeci 

the Vieta&QIeH N.tioDal Securit'J' eoUDdl that the 

ea .. ,. oltetzai.. ill MWtu'7 R.ect01Ul 1 and 2 ...,.. 

dlYUSioDU7 ud that Salp", ... the ...I ~ 

a. reponed \0 th_ COUDCil that th.n .... W 

equinJeat of four eDem,. dhUlou In the m Corp-. 

...... Initially ltis aqumenta Mamed to CO UJl<o 

~ aDd be .... cUuaiued whil. the other corpa 

COID.IIl&Dd.n r-amalned withiD the CAuncil. Later in 

the .,. howe'f'u. he was retaIled and told that the 

21st ARVN l);vtslon ftom )iilltal"J' Recion .. _s 

J-7 

.... tped to hi., .. w';'l u \he lit AirborN ari· 

.-d"" a part of u.. rener'! ffterw. tOrT., 

tel TN ftest OJ )fG HolUn ..... orth reported 

tAat he had ursed LTG )Unh to 1'1\0". the airbol'1'le 

brtpd. to AD Loc )"'llIedia"I,. Minh .... net de 

tIIis ha ttme to IIlHt PM nnt ... jor .... uh.. I" .. 

.tud lh. .. irborne ba~UOftl .. .,.. ,"ed to drtw. 

.p Jtouta 13 tt-o... l.&l be ~1'O\I.h Chot. T1\an1l 

towanl tile roadblotk.. n.,. .... ,.llow" b7 tIM 

211t OtYilIOL Wlr._ )tId. did ftOt. ntnt'"'" Aft 

LK with "'* alrWn.e brlp4a. HOllln ..... rUt 

.... rned CEN Abrams \.hat -Ala 1.0.: .;JJ fail and " 

win be cl..,. ...wac latA LaI kha. .... . 

(U) LTG HI ... probobl, 1114 no ... _ .... oJ>. 

bor.M bri~ tn~ AD Loc a, tbla ,omt •• UN 

h 'had J"\MIWd. the 34 1tanca' GroGP .f two bet~ 

tallona the ., Won. a. ma, also ha .. boNo 

1f'OTrlecl not onl,. about ~ threat to AD Looc but 

aIM tile thnat to SalI'OIl if Aft Loc f.ll an4 ne 

foJ'HI "en to the "11th alonr Route 13 to bloc k 

th.ir .... ,. In ad4Itioa. lb. roadblork "twen Lal 

ne and An Loe "eedeel to be cl .. ~; so that ,... 

intorc .. naant and ruupplJ of the toWft wowd IIOt 

"main dependeat 11,.. air, pGWH'. 

(U) l"IM aem, abo ,.UUd. the erideal poaittOft 

.f An .oc .. the u.,. to a suet .. f",1 mov. Oft Sat. 

COn. W"U. the battle at Loc Ninh ... In Pf'Ol1"ft" 

nefti' foren conchlcted attacks On QuaD Loi, .. 

laraa halk-opter rearmiq ud ntutiinc poiDt .ix 

ldIoaaeurt to the .. t of AD. Loc. n. ARVN fortH 

d.fautiD .. \.!leo abfte14 ..,. able to bold Mt for 

.. ttm.. :a.t.eu All t.oe aad Loc Nlnb. the ~ 

banali.,," TaU Foree 52 .... aiM broacht Wlder - . 

aDe ... ,. .. Uack. Koat triUCaI of all the _,. actio .. 

how", ..... the .. tabu.hment on I April of • 

roadhlork. south of Aft toe betwftn the city and 

Chon ThIlhh. nu. cut off •• rtace trarwportatioft 

Into Ala i...oe from the aouth_ 'or man, months 

thenafWr th. pro';ncw capital .. u d.p.end.nt upon 

eerial ruupply.H 

TASK FORCE 52 

(C) T .. k Forc. 52 ... composed of two battalions 

from th.. 18th ARVN Dinsion which normaU, 

oplrated In Lone Khanh Provinc. in nsle", }lUi· 

taTJ Recion 3. nu. OrpniUtiOD had bHn under 

lh. operaUoQal conCl'oI of the 15th ARVN Di"iaion 

sin« 21 Xa.rch. Fonned around the 2d Batulion. 

52d Rel1ment. aDd the 1st Battalion. 48th Retitn.nl, 

tMa foree had as at:s:M."'ments tb. 52d a.c1m.ntal 

IDttl.1icenc:. and llftonn.aissante Company, C Bat· 

ten, 182d ArtiU.l"J' UOtmm hoW'itnr), a platoon of 

165mm howitun. aad B Compan,., 18th Enltineer 

Battalion. 
tC) Oft 28 !tIarch the task fort. mond north 

alonil' Rout. 13 and bepn to operat~ in -n ana 

on ~th .id" of Route 17, • linl. o"er a kilom~ler 

:t'HIS r:,:z ::~.:-:~:-~_ "; 11:7('"' ~ "j!.!'Izt 

O:'':':J;" .... .,; .• :_: ";,1 _ • .J •• ~J.. 

I 
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.... ., ..... IS .......... II _tl .... .-t-. ...... , ., 
All t... _""" .,.. ,.,,,_ .... ,t... ,1_"- ,. 
....... t~,.. ......... 'Jlt, n', .r ... 1)<1. ta •• t ...... . 
............... 1.TC"' TIt,"h. hIW 41f,.,.1" ' .... 1 \~ 
........ a.. WN" .............. n ...... .-n 
..... ..""'- a..,-. .1 .. u.. ,_w. ., his ar. 
" ...,...aWl"" ,."... UltU11'Y .. «a. ..... aI~t .. 
.. ......-tac the '*-'" ....... \Irtlilo. ","I'-M 

,.... .... n. ...-~ NftI~' ...... .w 
.... .-.ril, ...... t ................ Le n. I. ,.. 
""u. tMM .......... tIM taak ,.,... ........... ., 
u.. .... Ift'Wft 'N u. ........ RVN DIm .... on. 
ec.w ............................. , ..... , 
1M tnaL 

Ie) ~ tIoo tInt,_ .. ,. '" AfriI. tIoo 
.... '"'" 11M 01117 ~rII' _ ...... 0.. die _ 
'" .... r.uu '" Apit!, ow ........ 11 ............ 
__ .............. ttH ....... ., ,I..m .. IlMIe 
11 rr- 1M ... tin ~ _hk" It ~ A. u.. 
_nalIft ......... tM taUrMtdotl.f ...... 11 hd 
II. it ............. Ia • "-" .,..tad. 10 .. ., 
dw .......... ~ ..... pwt lbt dI • ...ac fwft -la'" .. ft' .n tt- u.. ..... b •• '" \1M lUI 
AaVH Dh1 •• I~ at .u Lee. 

Ie) ActIYity ......... tIoo 101_ ..... 
AfriI. ""110 ... _"Ie of 1M !<Io~ ... ""'.1dUIC 
.. tIM ....u. The ................. "tartt,,,, tftdlca-
tIMI ., '"-.ta, ..... , ,.......n.. ~ .. 
• aVN lorce _ne.ptaII .. .... ..bW. die tire 
• "....c ..... me, taIH -.ad .. ladlrwt ftn tr.. 
a.. IHt'1an .... 122.. rwketa. A. u.. da, 
........ u.-. Mpa .. fall.,.. the ...... th_ .. 
....... T. \.be ... t the la, .. &t&.I ...... UrI .. ,t .. 
.... '" .... uaboI ........... , '0rN. kwm. ftf .. 
\MIl ucI eapbarinc' n .......... ., ..... &a. La .... 
u... da,. lM &aN lern .......... .. Ift&elUpnH 
"PWt lU' ...... , ...,.i ... , was ...tUlia ..... 
ktlo."'n at the twin ftn ..... 111 ""peAM .. 

0. ..... rIIl .... the taaIl lorn to.aaacIer ..... til. 
lit Baua1kNl. .. til a.,tlMftto leur ktlo..ten cloeer 
" tM bu.. n... put tho. wtthia Rft'" ., tb 
taU tuft .1 .... .orton I. ackIJtiM ...... n.... 
" tM __ poet. artiIl...,. ...... t. 

(el TIM Ha' ." • April. kll ARVN Dt ..... ktft, 
Medquarbn cIlrwud T •• 11 "orce II te ret1\lore. 
Lor HIDli wi ........ ,-,.Uoa. Tho Zd. .. u.U ... 124 
a..illtlftt. ... e...... for tal. swiM aacI bepn 
• .... aI... Route 11. n. '-naJIM -.ad. Na­

Iad wi"" • .wbbonI 1ftHI, lone t. u.o rielaitT 

'" \be ju,Dedoa of "'t.e 11 aM 11. the ......... 
w .... I, ~ ...... abaI7 ...... ,.. .. , twe daTi 
.-rU... I. .. .RlDp' .. 610.11'_ ~ ..... , tJM; _ttalIo8 taJled fw la4Jnct n,..., So.. .b h1;.fPdred 

,.... ... ,. ttr.4 ......... U. u.. .... , ~.w hi. 
";UoL SlIwI the .... aJlab.. tactical air .up,." 
... tota .. ltud ta u.. d.t ...... , LH N'1.h. Ute 
bal.talkHI retW'1Md .. Itl n... baM. T'hrou.l'hout the 

up ~ twtn 1\ ... ........ _ ".,..., .... .., .. _, 
IMI,.... h,.. ...· ...... 11. ' .. I..... ,...,.... . .... :1 ... 

...iI ...... 1'I ,. •••• ltteoe Mot w.-tII 'leM ""'" • A",d . .......... ",,1' .11_1_ ................... "'flu,,,.1 n ... . 

.............. r' .... "'",p, • ., 'M 'elll' .. , ... R4 __ at""'" .... ..,.. ,,~ , _I ~ .,.... T. ....,. 
_ ... .., .. "1,, t ... 1':4 • ..-.e ... , ... .,.. e .... np 
.,.,.... .... rU." ., UII .... U at ............. , 

"" u...".. ..... 
Ie, o.rlf'l' Ik ..-.ua • ., 1 A"il. t ...... t.: ,..... ... IU~""I'" .. I.".... .h.m".. Ib..., 

,,...... ".... ,.... t.h "'1. .. "UrI .... t. u4 ....... 
f.u..... n.. aerte, afl4 ~W1ta ... _ ... _ •• ,u.. ..... 
..... _, 1M ..... ,.pWI, ............... ,a.c .... 
.. _ n..,Il ., u.. .... ..,. .... lMbeU • ..,. nr.. I. 

lito .140. " tIoo 0li0111 ... tIoo ... AaVN D"'_ ......u.. ... IrI"" ......... A.L.-~ ..... 
T1ao ~ eI ..... ta ., tho ....., ......... ,,... .hMt 
., ..... II " til. .... ....., IIr'ft tha, ..... 
Weell .. u.o .. Batta.J-. w .-.i",oa", _rlMr' I" 
u.. ..at.:.. T\.o ......... M'rt ... .....,.... ,,.., ... 
....... I. Do .t1wa ..... ttl '" __ , IftIl1 
... u.. .... lUll len:. tIW .... lui .. __ iP ... 
lantry ..... ,.,..., ., theM .. ,.. .. tJ.,....1l ... 
ne4 Week. ".. 4tmnlt, wee ... , tao ,.. .... , ...... 
"".n..I ,..... u.. tire ........ ..... witJ. II. 
utili., aM vwu 1Mdtn •• J ..... UUM. ....... 
Yt.on .. t ... ~ ... ,. 11Mb" .. oM,al. *Uea j 
• anJJlOf"lo ... wttJt tJw .... , ., )10 aeln" ... 
,,'M"tL '1'" n.. ..... ., tbo ...... , f"M1IFMII .. u. • 
nn .... .,.. att..r • .tIIf1a, _rp caualu... 
nrw ., tho 101 •• ltew1taon ,. \h ....... m....t 
... ceptaHld.. The •• tin MUM. ,.,.. ",1111, • 
.. NWn. liI.a4 tall. ,.., ........ lteur • 

(e) Tuk rotH U .............. \e "'tn, • .11 
Ita ",.,,1,...,., u4 .... _ ,..... 'Mae _uars.I 
wp ..... u... was ..... ba. .. ....,.., I.. nar.. reo 
..uw.. 101", .... wi ...... uMI u. .. ,..,. .an,'" 
~tr _'nutee later b, ta«tw.J at, Itrib. _ -*r 
., )(0 8.111.,..........,.... .b ... ...~ 'efft _ ..... 
.. twotd u.ft. La .. 11 .... r4 the junction wiU. 
Jt.u&e 13 wio. the 14 .. ttaU... Ud R_ .. lm_to 
IMdt." I, ....... bu",_ .. 0.. ... .re. _he,. 
Ut. tIlrwe ,refteu )we .. , tt:fttuu had OHlIIrred. 

nil ti ... , he........ th. f'Ohu." .... hit &1",_, 
1:.lMdJauJ, fro. th,.. dlrKtiona. One .",bulh 
... Iprunlll' ., the ."I'1...J .ita. &No..,. .... .,...1 
huM,," ___ " IUlh., eou'" alOft. RO\lw U where 
Ute ......... l..,..ft" had. nechell. ..... u.. Uurd 
'-d ., \1M nn I\lP""" .... _h.,... .1 ..... ,'It. eI 
u.. lit .. tta.I .... tat_ ...... t. N"'Uft.ld.. I ' 

Ie) After bitter nih"., tt.. aM ........... brol .. 
...tnr"-ftU,. t. perMit t.h. MI ..... :. ... .. u .... n.. 
m ... ... ~ '-- •••• MUU. t.J\ro\I.h u... J"ltl'l. 
Lo-.ar4 4a t..r. n. 0..... A •• Fiun ad .. l ...... 
.... WK:,;. ... J durin. 0.. "lhU" .. , ,.. ... 1.... It the 
.""bu.h .,.. :"\IOftI Jlo\lU 13 wlUl rut.... wound ... 

, , . 

I 
f' 

, 

:: 



L 
L 
L 

I 
'-

,i 

.... ," VM'~"" ~\
.!I." ......... &ll_ ift ll'. e'OfI'I. 

........... ~tNl MhC'op'.r .... '10 JO"" .. )Ie. 

~lrh,t. 0.,11"7 ' .... 'un.ltdi"l Gee,.I. TRAC. 

LTC Wolt ... 0 C"' ...... \ho WO\tno:Hrcl .. rUG, W";",,. 

.. ~ ... ti ""t'4~lf1-' t ... ,.. ........... \"'" LTC 

nlfllh. "10 AItV~ "",,,.-,..-t. Will W\/JI ll.,. It 

... ...,. utrvUllt by ....;:iea! .....,...Uon MI!~tet'. 

.,... lie' .Iff"" ."... that u.. " ..... ·S tull. tone 

........................
... d. M ,..tQ ... ,....,.1 .. 

.... Tl". ... • .... "" 1II«i-wA. fw Thi.... ... 

.~Le ta f'4Mh Aa 1..- Mlol, 91th ... , 0' '61. - .. . 

...... ..hw,," \hMp .uunt4 .'l1li 4t. ...... a ... ca. 

~trt ....... 001 •• tnttrtMlu .... at \he ~tfl\l" 

ttIl It; McGitf.n ~ abo .. the .... nd" 
r_ ..... ,.., .t u.. cia,. ~q u.. _"",pta 

........... 1ha._T\e nn~ he lrMJlct»p'-' to .... b 

,he '" ........ tIM ttJ tin aM Uert.4 tlrI. ml .. 

..... ~ uurd .,"raft .... .,.. 'Ill&. aed t' .. p110t 

.... Ir.UlN. akGlfto" nt"lmM ce 'ala _dquart ... 

at tUctatf.U aM ,lMMd ... .tot .,."UOII tof' tM 

••• , ., .. ntntt tile ach't..... aM .. ...., Gt 

\1M ...... Vhf ..... MI4Ien .. po_Ibl •• Ou,.. 

,,,. ,t.. "tp, &II AII' FOrN AC·l. Sp«t:I-a ,.,..hl, 

,. ......... taun. ..... t.M& 

tUl At ..... ' 3600 IIwn tho nest; aomlq', • 

Apnt u.. .,...., ." ........ "merit-aM and AllVN 

",lcUen ... ., .., ... , of about 26 uifonnw pem, 
~ ~. ,""1' lddint' p1a.c&. Th. ARVN 

.. Wt.n MN- lMIn ...... ~ ... hi" MIJcopwr lUll­

thi~ .t~Ii" .~" kill .. \he. trot. .bo ... .sn.ral 

~ ... laler, U. a;tendOft ,l.1lMd ariDl tit. nichl 

...... R. W.... ., tactkal ftrh&en .'nx" the .,... 

,,,"a11 u.. ....,..,. .. lilian. At .... t UOCt houn 

~,... 1laht "'YSUeti IMUtop ... Ui .... toward 

th. .,. at "'" III. In_ ..... laod.ed Oft Rov.,- 13 

~ Uwi fNnt .t u.., .chiNn .... ",. lh. faet that 

u.., ... ,.. r.-"",tnl'! ."' ... , lIr.. n.. Us,... Am...t· 

caM .ad .... at the •• I"1.tna $ouu V1.-t:aam ... 

_,,_"1'" .... r4. .... tit., n~ ov.t co Uw lOlItA. 
~ &kip' .... hit \II, •• toMatic · .... poelS fin, 

.... n4!nl ... t. .... .f the f"IJKU'" ..tYiMn. Th. 

"~ral\ I"MClMd taI~ty .hartl, att..rwud. and the 

...."... ....... ta"_ te 'INodkal feciUU ... l. 

tCl llMft. ... Mle. Ua .I"'al\O" bet.,... mtJeaJ at 

0-- Lot a1rit.w. .. h.,.. U. blko,tar ", •• Unl 

..... "'"""'1 .......... defend'" by two riIla tolD­

,."''" at tIM 'JUt ~Jaeft\. WithIn \heir perlmatn 

........ u... .f tw-. 106a. hcow1U..,... OD 'J Apnl 

.t llfl ",",n \.hie tDfU ...... \IIj«Urct to bnYJ 

~, l(1"OU.ul att_k. "0. the .... ulti"'e ton .. 

"I~ ,.... ~ni"e u.. ftrhline. u.. .... , plllC:" 

... .0 ,..""~ la the up,.r noon. of &JM, ,,"nth 

....... l u.. n."-, plantaUoft. AllhoQlb th. ARVN 

~.. • f :..aaa.... ~ ,.,..1M Ul). altatk. th.i,. 

"h~'u.. .,.. ua~bl.. n .. t flllht Uta, w..r. 

... .;.rM te 4"tN1, UI.M .qu~P"'" and H('ap. a»d 

... w. le the Aa lM ""rtm.tar. Altar. day and 
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a balf 01 \n(11tndoa to....... frleAdl, lln... th ... 

ualta ,...rh'" Aft Loe OIl • ApriL The faD of QGaa 

Lei .... "pitteDt blcaUM 't lett the .nemy In 

pM •••• lon of domlhaUftl W,,, croUDd to the DOm~ 

...t 01 Alii Loc. JI'rom tJU. poaltSoa. tit., .... able 

'0 dMll &.b. dtJ !nel,." 
nn: FIRST An .las 

fUl n. u" of • tit 11 ApnJ 1NH rel&tlft1,. 

q,,*- eo .. bat 1M~tJ' .,....eM fro-. :1pt to moderate. 

.. _ch tn .. .dl, ud en...,y fon .. ~ for 0... 

battle at A.A Loc. The fc."CM ., AD Loe coaWl.uacl 

c. .tNnct.h_ dlek poeidnu. ':1ta; _tin Ita' AllY:f 

DiYWon had .".,.,1IMl ill IA1 De _,. 11 :.PrU.. aad 

the al:bo".. tm,.d. ..... ........ DOr'tIa 01 Chon 

Tho .. ..- _ .... wItII til. 'Itb NVA _ 

whidt. had "tabllJ.hed tH toAd blotk IOGt.b of An 

Loc. A. la&elliptlc. .aorta aU eaptund priM.,.,. 

'ftcUcated. an intteUiltclJ' ,......,. buildup of enem,. 

tore.. Ja the Aa Loe ...... B.62 and ta:d~a1 all' 

.trik.. ..... pJ..acl oa. tho IUPtte«id toeatlOfta. 

ObMrTadoll airtt"6ft: aoted _em, troop and .. hie1. 

.... m_t. whieh .... aIM attacked b7 friendly 

&irc:ratt. d .. pile la.tnN __ ,. ut:l&ircralt nr-. 

l U) a.UltOJ:ftlM1lta wen &!rutt.d blto. All 1.03 

durine the tat two day. of tl\Ia period. n. la, 

and 2<1 80,1&1_. atll AllYN .. wi........ and "i,. 
nctlUfttal neo·nal........ compaa,. ... .,.. no.. to 

lb. city ), bolJco ..... 01 tho lat Brioado. lot US 

Air ea. ... l..,. D~. TheM adcUdoW U'OOpe 

.'-M wttbJa tho .......... ... 11 . ancI 12 April. 

The A.alemall tmpdo altO pro.w.d. CS .. , bella . 

copter. to 1nUporl '0,,11 .. aad ~to 'WOUnded. 

ancS el.tJ1&IU. With CobIa ~ they flew "'" 

eonuJe.uee aad croop aapport 1Iliaa1oaa uo~ 

u.. d~. 
l U) CofttKt. with ~ e"e.y continued. to incnu. 

in tllo An Loe ana ~uriDe the tfy. <!aye bdo" th. 

nnt major NUll.. Frie41,. uNta pauoUlnl' oo\.­

..... rd trom th4 AD 1..« perim.ter tncoonwrad 

Ittffndn& rnlsune. froaa eMmy tore .. toward tho 

north ... t and aoutb ... t of lb. elty. lteporta fl'om 

AltYN and ej .. Utaa obMrwn tndieatod. lbat tb. 

...... my ..... lb1 .. i~ cattl. and ciorilian mu ..... 

M.d of hie acinnca to acti.,.te the min.. &lid 

auto=-atk arnb.",h .. pr.c.d by the d.ftndcn of Aft 

Loc. CI.,,1iaaa also reponed that theN .... ~ flUmer­

oua taDlu ID the arM. bom,. U1i.lu, att.ck.e -t U) ARV!I toldleR .. ho had .... ped ~ptun iD 

the tan of Loc Nlnlt. ~t1n\Md to .tngl. in. At 

0". lim. 011 11 APril.. &0 m.n of tbt. 2d Battalion. 

9th Re.,.rneftt. ani". At &Doth.r dm •• lb. dlstric:t 

~hI.f of ~ Ninh returned. and lat.r hb •• nk T 

advboJ'. )1M Daridson. ~hcd th. An ~ ~ri . 

meta,. ..,.Iy. ClwiUan mUSHa f!"Om Loc Ninh and 

rHIS ;-:-;-
v~ __ . __ _ 

. .. ------ - . - . 
v' ';-'":-~~-':'--~--.~~ 



------ ---------- __ ---L ______________ _ 

ScriII' wi.' ...... Aa lAc _ 10 ... ".. 1m ..... til. firtt .1Nd. 

the Yil...... la the AA Loe .... eontinoed to ... t 
the wety of the trimd", del1tftSeS.1• 

Ie) lIG BoIllnpworth bad been onr th. An 
~ ..... rtV"/ day. On 10 April h. bad ONII'!-..t 
th. bodi.. of appronmatel,. 200 nemy IOldien 
who bad t..n killed by .ir strikes. Abo h. Dotked 
the iDCreue in l(J'Ound probes beainnm& on tb~ 

ninth aDd iftCr'eUinl' ia intensity during the follow-

.. '.' t;';':L\ZSI7n:n 1 
••. ; ._(u· 

----- ----.:> '1 013. 2 Ll o '.1 ----______ • 
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inc clap. Enemy artil1ft'J' bombardment became -'7 on 12 April, and it waa evident to him that 
the enamy would try their fint major attack on 
the mominl of the thirteenth. a. radioed BG )le­
GiIfert. who .... abo in tb. air onnHinl' opera­
tions, to meet him at the 5th ARVN Division ban 
~.mp at Lai Kbe. Upon arrival. they went into 
con(~ lee among the rubber trHS in tbe arK. 
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boat t~. eIMIIIJ'. 1"bt aiftnft "" taDb. datr'OJ'..:I 
SQlJpIJ- .. Ides. aDd .6owed If'DUDCI .... talta. Th .... 
'"" 38i ttMmJ' ..ntIe4 .. kin.. Oft the 13th of 
April; zoo of tUM wen ldlled b,. air Itrik ... o. 
1'IMDl1 attack from dM nortJrwnt was ,....ma 
....... rIa tho prop....... ....... .... of Iho We 
bctaabfta who tM .tziU ~ '1'Iane or !ow 
tanka .... datl'O,..t ADd ... timatad 100 &Uack­
IDe 1OIdI... Wft't IdI1ed. M'; BoWnpwortb toW 
GLIrf AmID tM air support had .... d~bln. 
""'Th. maaam air IUpport ., aD ~ .. -.. nport:ad. 
'"tilJped u. seal. i1II oar faYOf' ,...wrda,. '"I) 

Ill) BG XcGlt1ert .... ..-an, ~ 
.;tII tlIo eff_ of the B-52 .-... a. DOted 
tho. tho ............ 110 ad JIG aom.,pworth 
had piau'" at Lal 0. ."lIt III tae att.mooa of 
the tw.lfth Wft'It ftrJ' doN to tIM dcfndtn. "I 
....n, bell..,. that wtthoat tboM tIM citF wooId 
ha .. fall-." 1M said later ....... 1 think the 
WAlltr)' woa:ld haft COthII fa wttIl tM tub.-:o. 

ee) n. attadc;iDl' eMIlI, forces. b)' DOW' W.d­
fted .. tIM Z71st aad 212d. ........ u 01 1M tth 
VC Dl.t.iDft. thtftN their fOl'Cft clarinl' th. f~ 
..... tIl. T. pill AIIV'~ t..... '" pIaco ad ponoi' 
ncrea,inc for tatun usnt.... tIM .. em,. hit An 
Loe with h .. "Y rockllt: aDd 1DOI1a!" attacb besiD· 
nine at 05S0 houn oa til. IIIDI'Ilinc 01 14 April aDd 
coatiauiftlr th.roqhoat tM da,. Shortl, a.n.r tIM 
attacb ~ the 31th ARVN Ran,. BaJtalion 
~ bee.,.,. IItO'nIMat to tIM .. t ot All Loe 
.... tM roM MtwHa. tit. beeiepcI ~ capital 
and QuaD LoL COL WUliaaI .m.... Seftior A .... 
risor to the alb A&VY DMdoa. reported that 
.. lUel.. wen IDO'IiIlc' foar kilometers to tit. DOI'tb • 
01 AD Loe at 0630 bcMatL lD addltioa. tanka ... 
obaerYed to th __ to hut tbere was DO "pificant 
IJ'O'Cld attack made apiDat the ,...u...t.er durinl' 
the day. lD ~oa to the .... b of the pnndinc 
two ... rs. ~. four B-U ,trikes were dlncted 
.... irwt known 01' sup:.ctecl ..... , poeitiou.~ 

(C) n.. sitDatioa remained stabilised Oft the 
..a1n .. ~ the thiJ"teenth. At 04SI boun the next 
monUnl'. ho~. the en ... y ~ his attKlu. 
B. prefaeed a I'f'OWICI ....wt with attacb-b,-fin 
froM 156mm howitzen and l22Dua rockets. Shon­
Iy aim u. indinct .tiJ-.. bepa to faU upoa. th. 
delenden. enem,. illfantry .... "'POrted ill the 
d.lenain barbeQ win on the soutJMrn aDd south· 
... tam sides of the A£VN p ... bMlItr. Th. Sooth 
V'etDaIII.. defftlden also reported that armored 
fthicla ""'" onn ....ua wttJaiD the city. but by 
0145 Mun the iAitial pnuan apiast the cNfena. 
had momentaril7· s1acknecL Seftra1 !aocn later. 
bo • ..,er. An Lac ... ap,in ander ."Y pnuun 
from the aMID,.. with ~orth VietDaIDeM armor row­
port.ed to be within 500 raftHli of the 5th ARVN 
Dirision command ~L The situation -as w.ter 
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rntond bJ driYinl' ott the P'OQftd .u.aclr and 
1MQtn1bb11' or dntl"OyiDI' th. armor.JI 

CU) The ARVN 1I1 Corps &ad th. Aillerinn ThIrd 
JlecionaJ AuistaDee ComDaand had t..n acdn 
.. .snwhil. in naabml' Nia!ol"HlDenc. to the batd • 
anL WhiM t.be 2bt AllV!'( 0I9laoa c.,nc:inued to 
paU _ aioae ...... 13 "- 0- 1'IwaII, tho 
1st A..lrbonl. Bri..... ... ordend to pM,tiona Oft 

th~-ot lilla to the ... ~t of All Loc.. On 
IS April ft .... et'lllpani .. of the bripde '"" camed 
III b)' Amll'rieaa heHcopten aDd cottd'Dctecl AD air 
..... lIlt toatlMut of RW In. The fo11owiq da,.. 
the remainder of th.t brieade ... abo Airlltt.ed 
bJ Am.-" IIoIkopton "'to • .....n, pooitiotL 
Tbio plocod tIoroo _... ba .... Jlono. jut .. tho 
IOQtIMut of the All '..oc perimeter.1f •• 

Ie) -..., .......... -"'"' tho bool_ p_ 
rince capital lac .... ed on eM ftfteeath. "1'h-. ... 
a I'ftat battle at All. Loc raterda,. ... KG RoIUa,.. 
wortII reported to G EN Abram.a 011 the IDOI"I'1JDI' 
att.r. "perha,. tIM I'ftatast 01 thb c:amttaicn-" 
ED_y indinct: nr. """ b • ...,. throuchout the day. 
Pan:iadari,. troubleMme to tLe IOrely pNUed .. 
fmden .... the ACf: Jl'ate tank and nmm neoiUna 
rifle fin. One tank ..... bl~ to adYance withiD 200 
1IMtffI of th. ath "RVS' DI-risioa eolDlnAftd post 
&ad Ore dinct17 lat.. it and th. dimiota's tactica1 
OpeNUou ceater. n .... dhofsioD ,taff oflk:en. iJI. 
dadine th. diYi.ioa V3. ..... killed.. The ncoilleu 
rill. C9IlftIItrated _ th. tMticaI operatioJu ceat41' 

.f tIM proYiD...ooiaJ fotUL 

(C) Once lIMn. faW17 emploJ'!Mllt of .MIIIJ' 
anDOI' auiated the .Mdt. VietDalll... IOldllft' OR . 
tIM. croancL Earl, III tit. IDOmiDr. ..... taakI 
j.)iHcI ill the attack or AD Loe b\at wen d .. tror-l 
01' neutnJiaed b7 AllYN taU kUler tams and 
taetieal ail' npport. L&tc'. about 1'00 houn. tbe 
enemy Mnt ten more tanks .... illat tb. An Loc 
dct..... frolll the a.>nh aDd .est supported by -'t"J' mortar, rocket. and 'rti1IH7 finsl Ap.iD the 
erouDd tank IUller teaau and tattical air en...,..:l 
the attac:Jdnl' tanka aDd destroyed nifte of UaeIlL 
Althoup the dalncian hi.,., that th .... wne mon 
taaJu, t~.,. no loncer stood in f.r of them. All 
aYailab1e tactieal air Y'&S ewer All Loc durine the 
day: the maaain air elfon eontinued throuCh the 
Dil'hL By late- alUmoon the antiaireraft ftns bepn 
to subside u tac:tical airenlt located and dntroyed 
some of th.tr positions. 

(C) "I am mGost pJeued with u.. outcome of the 
battle ,...teniay," )CG HoJlmpworth noted Oft the 
IDOmlnl' of the sixteenth. '1"he enemy hit \a. bard 
ali dill... 10"1 with t'YW)"tbinr M cou!d muster _ 
and we threw it richt beck at bim. The foren hi 
AD Lot realized that th., iaad to fil'ht and tb., 
toul'ht .. ell." B~ furtb .. r ,..ported to GEN Abram. 
that a1thouCh enem,. iro·~ rftt tim w.en .till talHnc 

J..' __ 
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I 
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oa eM city. the ,..,n.oa wu able to eo,. wtu, it.SI 

tUl WMn th ciat of baul. cl~ Oft tM _m­

ht& of II April. the major attackt of dM f"lJ'St It"". 
bad eDdecI. .Itbou,h this was a1lknowD to th. d .. 

f.clen. n. Soatb Vietnam... had ';'eldM dI. 

__ IIaIt of .... ~ .. plta! '" til. taco of 

tIM &'I'OQDd,. anDOT. and artilr.rT attKb. n. DOt 

_ of .w __ 01'ItId. Idjaa'" '" ...-

Uoa for tta. apectH future attacka. Tbe .... , 

sIc>t-.. ...... of th. ficblfac lrooo IS .. 11 

April .... that s1te ARV!i fo~ bad held. This 

th..-al"t4d th .... ,. oOjectina to take Ae I.ac. 

.tabJ.iM • eo:lllDUd ~ and pro.wioft. 

III 1'"'4ftIII_t. aDd theft !IIO" ...mat Sa1COft. n. 
aDemy bill IcMt 23 AI1DOf"ed .. hiclea. IIlOU of ... tua 

were T-$4 tanka. B.,......... lb. ADlIlllUlitioll dtuDp 

..... .!lIe _ ... IIaIt of tM dey ..... 100 ..... 

An Lac! la, ud&or _,., Itqe.-

(C) WlI... tIoo ficbtiot: hod becua •• AD toe. 

two t&ab !ac.4 LTG llbth. the 01 Corpa Com­

manchr. n. tlrst .... to p,...,et •• 181 forea 

mill ~ MUU to Sai:con. Th. MCOftd. .... 

to lilt Uw .... at An. Loc b,. baYiq a "lief 

colQlllD .... ma. the south op 'Iloote 13. To ~ 

eo ... pliU the flnt oIIjKdw, u.. lat AlJ'bone Sri­

raft had iftiliaU, Mea poaitioned at Cboa ~ 

f.Uow" .tJortl, b1 Us. 211t ARVN Dtriaioa broucht 

ia tf'Oftl the Delta. For MY'Iftl ... b alta- til. 

am..! of til. 21&. AllYN Dmoioo .. tho In c..p. 

&I"Ao it .... utJped the miasioa of ltoPpiall u.. 

.aCID, driYe ia dte Rovte 13 U"a. of l!iaIt Loa. and 

BID. 0-~ 'rhia ....w .... tIoa dI_ 

miaJoa util after tU tint major _, .n.eb 

.... tIoo Aa Loo ..- bad ...d..a. 0.... tIoa 

titaaUoa bad ltabilised. &he Mtlior AllYN COlD. 

........... I"t'altz.d, that *n woald ... t '- AD -.0, 
dri.,. 011 Sail'" uti! All Lor: had bMI\ taken. aDd 

the Dhisiaa ... 01"lMnd to pull IIOI"th. cleuiD.. 

the htpwa,. tn... Choft Thaah to AD Loc ucI 

thereby nIliae U. ..... For tM ~1I_ 01 the 

tampaip. AltYN toms .. re ottUpied. aloft. Route 

13 to the south of h Loc in an attempt to eUmi­

ute t!M block1Dc' fo,", Th., were not .ucn-s.fu1: 

the 1lb NVA Dtriaion. p"",~ :0 be a doa-ed and 

skUltul ddeadu. )(~r""ft'. the tDeDlY wu mon 

Wailla!' with the uu th&ft ... the 21st AltYN: 

OivisioD frvm tM Iklta. The 7th NY A Ofrisioft had 

operal4ld ia u.. BbsJt Lonc ..,.... O'tef' a period of 

..,.,... y-.n. The 16Sth Recimatt of the Di-risioa 

bad iatentic'ted Route 13 d~ dI4' ..... , Tel 

Off.....: .. of 1,.,-
IU) Oa iT Apr;! COL lIUIor, tIoa ""'_ 

.. nior ad9isoor UI the 5th ARV!'( Dimioa., "POrted 

to )l.G B01llllpwortb that tIM 5th AllYN Dhision 

... 1Iftab1. to Ntak. tho loat northera haJf of the 

City. Durittc tho niCht of the .ixtee1lth, tb. in.,.d­

Uq; enemy had ninlot"eed ib ~.fo.SO$ in north"", 

...... ~-:, .. --'. 
~ ..... :. 
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AD Loc .,.e .... ftrml, O'DtI'eDehed with l'IIor-tara 

an.d antiair..ratt ..... pou \a IUPPOrt. Xilltrt' sua­

p«'ttd that tbe: OIMDlJ If'INld ~ In ~n ... r in 

theM ,.ioou .. ~ BollhlpworUI that the 

dey .... J'tI\cIIIl 011 tau.. aid.. with h_?J COD. 

~tr'atiOQ d antiail'C1"at'l __ po'" B. 41uud. the 

.-...J .. lIls boliof .... .... ..... ..;n _ 

It.nD.,u.~ .. aDd SCU'9atioD tactics an4 tMa .naclr. 

iB foreo.- -. MtM tbU tIM _, appanel to 

tt.ww ... .........ttIaft nw'PP!7 problem for his 

vtaU...,. uct !IIOrtan. sa · ... 'O'.U 01 tl.e cap. 

abilid.. of ~ tt.dl,. III&Wad 5tll AB~ Oi9Ui01l 

.... blut &.ad ~. -n. dMsioD is 

tind aad ..". Old; MIppUea zatDbraa1. cuKlt!'. 

_tiD_ to ....... aaecUc::aI _"u.s eoYet'an low.· 

be nJitOr1:". .. W...... • .. jor probLtta.. til .... 

bariaIa for aWital7 &ad cfoIWaa. motaJ. at a <ow 

-- III ..... of ~ ... .,. __ f""" US 

air at.nba. the _, coacin.... to peniaL"'" 

to) f:a.teU.llWDC* -""POI'b iDIUeI.t4d that thu. .. n 

at l ... t nv. 0fttItIl, ~b ill the AD Lot ...... 

JI"ri.twlJ, eMaalties mowsted uncler the toatiDuiDc 

..., Idd.lnd ~ and rau."lJ bepft to be • 

proI>leta. tor oaf, tokat neoYeria wen IUd. t1'01l\ 

_ FrioncII. aniJI ...... !wI !Moo all :.0. ole­

seroyed aDd cpuJlterUttft7 .ttorQ could be mad, 

_Iy tbrouP die lIN 01 tMdaJ air atrik ... E,acg.. 

tioD of 'WOQIIGed troope .... aut 10 lmpolsllh, 

b«u.M Soodl ~ ... ·Alr Fofte MUco!lun 

_ ........ 4owD, Ia face, tIoo. _ .... 

t.iDed. _..., ..... ........ tbe7 appl"Ollehed All 

Loc." 

(C) T. fwee * AltYN tz"Ool* lilto a ....u.r 
porlmatao, ... 9th VC 01_ .... _..-...! b. 

cwo other ~_ta.. n. NtD.UIUnC taa.b ...... 

.... iped to accompatry ttt. 275th ~meftt from 

the Itll VC Dl'l'iaioca and tlN tUst a..,;",nt from 

the 7tb. NV A Di'liaion. Th... two nwim.lIu wen 

oni.Ad to attack thot ttb Airbome 8&ttaUoa. W 

ita 10Gmm howitnr bau.ry of lix artillery pi.ca 

oa WlDd, Bill tI\,... aad. u.ha..lt kilo .... t.n to the 

.... t of tiM' A4 Loc- perimeter. 'l"b. thrft HCimeaU 

of lb. tth VC DiYiaion. the 27111, 2'i2d. and: 95C. 

would .~k the town itself. In aJlticirM-tioll of tM 

~QCHU of th:ia mon •. 2ac1io ~i aruao~ on 18 

April thac. AD. Loc U.cI bMft takea and that tM 

hudqv.arun for the CODlDlCUliat C'OnnU!,.nt 01 

gq"th V\emalll .OWd be .. tablidt,ed the" on lb_ 

twntieth. I'D. eonIinnatioil at tblM -'IIIY plam, • 

aiplt\cu;~ ifttelliKftQ fiad ... -..de abo on the 

eip .... tJs. about thrft kilometers aortheut of 

Tonie Cbara. .ben &he tzd bnpr Bo\"der p..­

fen_ BattaUcm .. 1 atatioMd. A ~mpany from tJ\w 

MttaJloa was ,.UnllinC t!ae road from Tonia eM"! 

toward AD ~ wb.n the, killed an ind:.,jdual who 

.... idttllti!led and ~nraed •• • hiply placed 

politkal offker from the ""emy Can~l OWce Cor 



C~A1.. 
Soutlt 'Vlea.ar ,COs\",). He had I»en e&lT)'ia" 
• six pap hanchrrinn iener fro .. tM po&iht"al 
eo_War at the IQ. \-C Dm-ion to ':05\-': Kr.,t"· 
~ nu. lener CUWWP'd: pan. f')l' anothr .... uJe .. All Lac that ... to btctn _ It A pnI. 
Ia addIlioa ......... ~ to COSVN til. 
teriotI& ,...w.m. .-cooatend: clarine tIM iJliaaJ al-­
......... .-.-. .... tal .... tile ttlt VC 
Dtriaioe taJled to cak_ ita objedj... ~ polhiQJ 
tolD ... , ftpOI't.... that tA. ~ air and :s,.q 
.tr~ ball bHa IIAbeUft'abI, ...... t&tinr. H. 11M 
nottd that the kIa VC DiYiaion h.W bad prob ..... 
witJa the taau. 1a lOme lnst.anHs the tanka had 
lot: ... 1lIioD"T. ....n. III _ tile bIlaa"T 
would BOt 10 with u.. cub. n. COIDaUaaar noted 
that word bad .... hed the t.&nk d'ftf1o that A. Loc 
had aJr.cfy bMn taken til,. the ~ VC DlYbion .. 
that all tMy had to do .... dm. iJlta the town. 
and nn.D,.. he ... critical of th_ ft1II VC otriaion ............ 

Ie) &'0 tHet hfa 20 April deadliM the en ... , at· 
tacked 1zt tJM """7 DIGramI' hovn of the niM­
"dtIL. 'nM a:AcJt opctIMd with h_YJ bofDb.rdo 
IDnt b)o rocketa bit artiIJoft')" - Oft AD Lac and on 
lh A.ltYN we. at WIAd,. Kill .nd Hill Ja. 
Th. eMm7 p~ iDJtiall, ..reordinc to plan. 
Six tang MMUJ" ... with the 1 .. ) it and 275th Qui. 
mata in the .ttack .pea the tOth Airborne Bat. 
Wloa'. nr. IUP~, b&N on Wutd, Rill The air­
bonM bripde ...... uart.en IUd ib, p~tiDr ra.npr COlli,., .. BUll" ...... oqnrh ___ DDri~ the 
bewe. Dt1ica.I air aDd B4t ,crib .. ifttIkted • ...,. 
c:uualU. oa the au.ckinc ..... , rorn. and bGde" 
OtIC the aceot'IIPUJ"in1' tanks, but the ARVN wb 
__ n fomel te abudoe thei,. posjtion with hay, 
cuualti-. _'line the _troy'" utiU.ry ban.ry 
belUDd. T-. eo .. pan'- 01 the 6th A·rbo.". Battalion, 
ttl. aJrbome bripd. beadquart.,.,; and the ran .... com,.,." soct_ded In rnthir ... b. An I...x pert. 
meter. 1'1M .... absinc' two C1)1IIpa,Qia of the air· 
borae battalicHa .. ,.. cut ott h'oDt Aa l...oe and 
t~ to moor. south. _h.n t".y ~,.. later p~ked 
liP by VNAF h.Jiropten.. The .. my no. held the 
hip rrouAcl aboy. An Loc. 

Ie., In the lII_ndme, the .Iite !tttJI VC Di'liaion 
... makinC DO ProcrtU in ita atcao.:k on An l...oe. 
Hea.". JO&MS in pe"",IMI and equipment p,...,..,ted 
oy furtller ~ bJ the th,... .... uJtmC enemy 
"Wi'llfttL A.D 1MftI:r plan to diuncap, 1110 .... 
MUth_ • .c to Lute 13. ud auadt. An l...oe mill the 
50IlUt n ......... ~ On 21 April the 5th and 
8~ Airborne Bact.Uo!W bad 10Md on An Loc and 
OC'C'Upied poe,itkrna &IIIOn~ t.ts. robber tnn jut south 
01 the toWL Th_ ... ::..u.;.e of lhia ,..lati .... ly tnab 
and fiJte fipdn, tore. in the SOllthft"D perimiKel' 
.... critXaJ in ,"""tine the ~nftdTs uenldon of 
thi. plan. SCeady ..,emy ~und iJrHaun and con-

tinou_ roc.« aad utili.,., tin into .u We- NO. 
hnued throup %2 April. Altar tIM twenty-HCOnd 
..-..mel ,,,",,un ....... and u.. ahemne pha»eo 
01 tM !JaW_ bep,n 1ft .. mat. Anriaitrratt tir"ft 
toabnued to Ntftahl iDtenM. Th ... iliad. helacoPter 
opetaaou uno AD Loe allMat ftODUbtent gnpt 
t .. ~ A_ ohbor7 .... ppl7 ..... 
aedicaJ n.t'Udoa of Americu p.trIOIlIML-

I til W'ben the attack udaO eta tM twenty-eeeoIW 
01. April, COL lIfU .. "POrted to 3IG B01lin~wort" 
that u. ... m, bad inc~ his iDdirwt fins 
.. ... IDOH to th. pahn of l)ombvdJl-...,t." Then .... 
no ehaacw in tM aituatic- ~ in tho northe", part of 
the cit7. The aortbeuten- ""'OnM. l'eIII&iJIed h_.,U, 
lortifled Po:: .troncI,., ieuded. t.y the eaftl'ly. aDd- eo 

and tJt,. AltYN troopa wu. WIal,.Je ~ ';tr_dll u.... 
poait.iou. The Slat RanPI' GroliP .... abl. to mo .. • 
ill the _rth .... tft'n COMMr and to ICON pJn. 
apiat the eM1117 b, _inc tJIIe AC-l:"? Spec-tn 
aiftnt\ 'tqllipped .nth the l05mlll lIIowitur. n.­
.... , Ir aid the donrownt telTain at'OIUld. All Loe 
.. a null of haYine dri'f'en th. 6th Airborne Bat· 
tal_ aad u.. airborae bripd. ha4quarun from 
W~ 8W and HJU 1ft.. ADtiaim'alt fiN tOft­
unaed arouDd the- city. "Enem, enjoys obHrTinll" 
DO ..... ppl,; _r .. joy. lack of h.nroptera land· 
lite' at thill location." the Mft,Mlr adri.or tontinved.. 
'"Cooae hen or hin water. both .houId be AC'eOfft­
pUsbed." 

(tn JntelUpnre rwporb indJn.ted that tbe 1Iftftl, 
forea MU'I'OUDdizt. the eity ..... diapeninlJ into 
diaprnJdau that SOUIpt to 0ftft01IM or ndw:. tht . 
.ftena of B-.S2 strikes. South VieataJDne lIIIib· 
t'ODIhactilll. ahort pallO" att.r 22 April eonllnaed 
that .... , troops ... beinw kHl<td by air .t.-ik ... n.. tartical aitu.tion rema.ifted ......,tiaU, WI· 
chancwd ati) 10 Xa,. Neither ,.id. mad. silmitinnt 
pins or sustained .uttiden':. lou. to ownaitate 
TieldinW. South VJdnaNae beiicopc..n new Mme 
:I\WC'ft&tul troop Nplanment miQiona into the air. 
borne poaitiona south 01 the nt" but the1 continu. 
to :luatain h_vy 10Aft in men and fltuiplllfttL Th. 
South Vietnam ... tende" .... n able to e-nt'lIate 
:IOtDe of their wounded. but onl1 the moat abl ... 
bodied we,.. able to board th.- VSAF heJieopt." 
whieh. i~ moat c: ...... relUMd to do more than hover 
mOlllentarily. 3,. t'OMiatentiy probin£' on the west 
side ot the perimeter, t.". enemy ftlana«N to 0..'. 
eupy a smaU portion 01 • c:ity blodt Mar the in_ 
ten«Uon of Route 2" with the perimeter M*ol.. 
8, ptnillt.ent ettona the enemy "entuaJl, ..-und 
the full bJoek. 

IV. Enemy indtrf'C't firn rontJnued to strike the 
city .t the rate o~ about 1,000 rounda a day. All 
anUable ea.libers of mortars. ro.:ht.a, and sniJI.ry . 
in addiUoa to 1000m tank pMln •• n. cmpioyed. 
On tnnc o« .. iun:l. ("8 or t~ar ns projft'til_ w~n 
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nr.ct in the rieinlty 01 U' •• kh ARVN DhWIQII 

ft» .. ftIaftd peat. n.. projft'tilft '"" anned by 

quick. dela,. and time f1Ius. Late tn the ... mnE 

period on 8 )f.,. lJ)e MIIior 1MfyiH:r to tM 5th 

Dhilloft DOt.cl tN.\ tM ...-nt 01 artUlcrJ find 

aprMa..... '- be te.Nbina whO. '" norcaI' n,.. 

................... Bath II ..... """ .. ri •• aerial 

,...,ppi, drop.. R. notM tMl Ute 1IIIef'U;" ......... 

to ttt. .. ARVN ~ ,...UoM .... MMft. 

tradou .hil. the utiUt>r7 ... dI ... t.t &pi,..t u.. 

dhisioft ,=o"""all4 post. Wltll dI.. rentinMel .lwll· 

.. and the lkk of ...,;a), rwMapP(Y. tM C'OfNHt~ 

fa AD Lor deterion.ted npi41Y.'u 

1lEllCPI'I.Y BY AIR 

tU) f'toaI i April '- t$ J ..... 4ft LR ... "'" 

nanl.., entint, by ur. n.. -r ... co.p&.~,. 

Nt. aU .... 1eadbI. l"to tM .~ and .. .~r 

Hnn of eon\Jlllunkatioa we,. .".,labl. to tfa(; cIe­

f __ ,.. and dl.ir ,upport oreanl_non.. Durine 

th nnt ... _ of t ... n.hti,. around th« ntf. US 

Air Fot'ft resounes had bOt bfta ....t ft01' toft­

.tdeftd n«etqry. Onl,. .,..dually did POUnd C")IQ. 

..... n lY'aJise wt lIM daft.., ff'Oftt ......,.,. .,-ound 

fiA .. " prohibiti .... l, ~rJr to .10000-raoYinc INn· 

ropMn aad C-I23 .itnal\. Fn. T to 19 April 

...n.J tftyppl,. ... p..u..ril,. • CS Ana, Ptd 

Vi«CJtam.w Air F~ opera'*'; ~ ud 

VSetna .... h.JiItoptfn ud VitCna ..... C-lz:b n.w 

13 IIN'tJn. deUnrin. 301 tOftI ., IOPP!,"- The 

Jl.lkopt..- ettlW't ... tftmina'-4 a1tet 1% AVril 

•• twtw til ..... Americaa eN""''', ... ta, .... minor 

....... frolll antiairrrall nn ... OM V~ 

CH~l ... "\.to,"- 1'1M Viet:u ..... Air FotH 

""tb",acI fot' uotJt.r ...n with C-l23 _rUn ... inlf 

1M ao.. '""" ,..,...srop • .mod. nb -.orIted .. n 

'or 3IlOr\Mot."but _ tJN..IOeb.. the ait'Craft .... btt by 

POUM n,.. and nuhM lh,... 1r.i~" MUth ..... l 

of An lM. ~u...u..,. )ow ,..,.1 ,"",pi,. h, C-l23a. 

... c .... Ued iMfMCiiatti,. ".,,_ this urn. Oft, the 

clerende" 01 Uw ('ity we" ftlinl, dependftJt upon 

US Air For« C-l:tOl f.,. Mrial l'ftuppi'y· 

Ie) tharin, the lut n ...... " .f tM Vwtn.~ 

C-I~ dtort.. .hi~ the f'lnl .. jor .naclc ".. 

"';u. Alnlt!"ican and VilttftalMM :om""' .... ,.. 

nali_ OYt NditiCM\al belJ wu .......... A~rd­

incl,., _ 15 April )lACY req,aes"", that tlM t:S 

Air Yotft- Mai., dropp;nrI .. ",tift into An Lo.; 

F' ....... to .. .....,.. pJan.....t. f ... r 1. to 11 A,"1 u­

n. the low alt1~.. t\. :ttaillWl' .UYfl7 ')"IWIII in 

.,lIpt lift,. .itA C-130 ~ The w.a n)n­

taiMd .-.-.. u.nitioa,. ratiorw.. and IUCIllea) ,u,plin. 

AHaI", for a Zf,.O 1tMtf'f' l4uar. 1IJ,,"r • a.o«.r n.l.1 

ift tit. ... IM", portion ~ 1M c. .... tht._ "Clis:3ioru 

... ,.. .~ful in "U.erl~ 1M .. ~pli ... TIM- nnt 

four ail't'nft. ho ...... r. ,.vlf~red 1IfOde.nl9 ~ M"I .. r­

...... from me-m, ..,...... fin. an.l Lb. nrth 

p- ... ~ ""':"_. _ _ J-16 

". " .... ..;.;:: 1· ...... • .... 

.. ... -- .. - .I'-Im} 
.. I :. I ::_~.; ri.:' 

B :3 () ij· ~ -A_____ . 
~ -- .... 

cn...tMd alter belli. hiL ".. A.i .. Fot'ft cadfontud­

.W, lI',..inauci .. ri&J ,....,,1, uai ... tbia .. thod.-

Ie. TM lIip ~titud. I .. openin. 'HALO) 

.. thocf ... I7ied DOt. la til. t.e1tnJque.. the ,upply 

buadl. art ~ ift t,.... taU f1'Od! • ,.. .. d.,.I' 

sal. aJdbade ., -.000 co 9.000 t"' ., • nI ..... 

pomt _ whidt u. amr..t\ .. 'f'Id01".t b7 • pouM 

......... --_ .. _ ............... _""" 
,.D'......,_' ........... __ I. 
<1M elcIt. __ flo-. 1_ .. D April. d>la 

.,..tea t.a .. ~ ...... of ,. ... hut. JDal_ 

~ A4ri&on &0 dr. kit All~ DMaion ..... 

9011.M daat ...: 01 Iha .. t.ria1 feU .... bieN the 

peri,,*", aM *' • CONI ~ .. .we poI"tioG doubtl ... 

foil _ --.""'" I.~ ___ 001 

'" u.. 0IMs0n ~ daal tM ..... , .... No 

...-. ...,.u.. ___ the _ .... al>ol 

w.,.. wItbIa a..tr ...-cola. AJu.o..p tactiHl air 

strilc .... mlled. t.lpoII to "tro, u.. u~ .... 
aI>Ie __ ... on.. ba_1OI<t .... _ tho 

bundlft; Y\tA hkWen b, u.. foUap to the .,... 

wher. tIleJ .... lancMd. n. raalt'1.aDtUoM w~ 

'bV1M dlndJ7 ta Vletna..... prkUn w"., lMJt.s 

th. tedudc:af klllCk ....... nd .... u~ ~r)
" 

flM' tIN ... ".,..pIts ,.clc.inl' twhniqon ,...qui,," 

for tbe "" .. I&ibld. low ."... ... _th,,"d. tirnU 

..... ,....w- -W M ooIftd, rho AIr F .... n­

hlr"IM'd CO tt.e .... ~ etM'taiMl' IhU .. ,.,.,. .,..... 

.... " 
Ie, ,. ........ _, .. J2 .. 2S A.pril.. 1M Air' ro," 

n .... .,....... .... dU. ..,... fa ",llc'bt. E ... " 

lhooah dllfe.t ............. -..d.. the ..... , 

,... ..... te pIc.l the ...,... of eM alrnall fl'O. 

,..,...u ..at ., "'.'10" ,h rr.,. In''''''' 
.. .....-. rho plaata .... __ ........ _ Aft 

.... n. ..... , pla'!'H tlb aatialftTa!t __ poaO' 

OIl ...,. ~c all' appt"CINlt tD tIM df7 wbeTc­

h.- C'D8ld ...0, ~rina the- c.uo. UDder tI.... TN 

... of tac'deaI airn-aft ill tQpStreuiota ,.... did Ml 

..... 1M situ'tioQ bQo...t • brief nd\alttiob 1ft tM 

.oIu ... of tire. The C·l30-. ...... ...,.dcularl, nlner· 

abI. CWM' the drop ... wh~ the, .~" (0 .pcoecb 

or .bout 130 bolo; "ft'J a.irttal1: maJllnc an •• ';af 

dIo1tv.1"J' ~ _ttle ....... A.1thouch the A;r 

Yo,," alKtl ded: i. &'fltin. tts. ....,,,U .. to the ct.. 

fnden ....... ,"",lid willa a I'OOd f'WC'Oftry rate. 

th •• ,stftB ... -.caift eancoUed .. :. April _h.n 

811 ai~"" __ !lit ." t".,.,~ .... On •• splo4ft. 

and n'UMd. Low WNI ct.Ji'f'erin at DiPt bftanw 

thlt ...,. of baa __ dntil u.. 'i,h aJtit_ deli.,.,., 

"..,.. ... ro.Jd. to. solftd.,,Vo 

tel 'T'M ftl:Pt fftUppl, .u.-. wen not .. 

dannraa tor ~. air cnws.. ~Qt u.. del1"1'7 rau 

t:o th9 V~ fOmll and t"-ir A~ -.d • 

.-.on ia An ..... .lined. The buic probl.. • .. 

tJw 4itfkWtr .... idntilyir .• the drop ao ...... at ni.ch\; 

tt-. _ ... .11 .,... .lthin th. alena'''. ,...ri ... ..-t .. r Ifta'i. 



tM ......... -.II.,. theft u.... ....... mnct ... 
1ft .ta..ndard CIAF pid .......... ..,...,. a IMU Iniss 
m" fWuJted I. ,... of tIM tuppU .. w tIM ... m,.. 
n... proW.... ..,. ,..,..mn. at nicht bwaUH 
"",n -.... drop ... Marker Hahta. piloQ fOUM 
It hard to .tiaplU 1M MUk...,. "- the maa, 
n,... ud Upta of A. Loc. Aa au..pt at _tabllah-
ill. It .potter .,..tae ... tIM IT'OOM .. lWOft1' IM\ 
IIIondlea laUI'd __ ... the forwa.... air coatroJlen 
... ....uctut te ct .. adYaaft ........ 01 tIM> 
,."....ppl, I"Ilaa. ..... by ui,. Ndewonla. Aa a .... qJt. 
warntnp earn. either toe .... , .. mat .potteD 
tind of I~Jnir watch. or ~.... al the lut Iniaat •• 
allo". DO u.. lor tIM.. .. ....ch tbeir ,..itiona. 
U .. 01 th AC-l~ spotUpt to iII.aiM&e tIw drop 
10ft. was trMcI. bot was dir.ofttin" __ UM of U. 
danCW w the ..... ',. ,...... .. _, fin. Neitt.,. 
did ._h .... 'Ich" ...... -... _lea 100' •. 
HI.... lntanatt, tlashiac IIchta ..... • .. takn lor 
.....u .,... fin. aAd I!"OMtut boeaI8I fluhU .... u 
touJd not M """ bcaUM fit Uwtr .. "thUlt,.. 
A~ • tMrd C-130 CTUhd _ tIM niahl ", 3 "a,., 
COL )(111... rwomlHftded .. Me HoIUnpworth 
that aU low altitude uriaJ nwppl, attentpb 1M 
dbcontinued until a ;7Of'b~ IIMthod cocaId b. ... 
qJ~ Oa .. )la,.. all plan ..... rau,..,. dro,. ...... 
~.nNlI ... a 

I C) I. the _ali.... Ute US Arm,. and Air 
F~ had been workina ~ to *" th. ,rob­
-. niat.d to hi.... altit.. drop&. ...... tJ' .. ix 
.,.,dl.,. uri.... ,..,.. thtt AI"III," I4.ttJl Quarter. 
..... Aerial ..... pp1,. eo.,.a,. .. Oki ...... 
and toptlMr witJt Air rOfte .... nt,. contrQI Pft'. 
IOftatI they WOf"kIld .. troubIeahoodn. pronodu .... 
to 1 .. 1a~ 'M ca.... of p&rac'iN&e maJtu_dons. 
n... two ta.. produred I ... edlat. Impron. 
IIMftt in t1M MIl •• ,.,. .1 l'ftU,pJ, b, .ir drop. 

I U) T.o ,..thocb .1 ..... .Ititucfto drop ~ 
..... IDenUluJJ,. t..1Dnin ...... )I.,. n. nnt 
wall tIM mitian, .... rti •• HALO .ptem; the .u..r 
wall the hich .. eiorit7 drop. EZJM:rilUfttation .hi" 
droppiac' tupplift Into An 1.« d.tennined .hat 
itetu ..... bat UMd with nth IHthod. HALO ..... 
i.pro,," to ttt. point .he,.. t. ,.rnat of .n 
bundl .. dI'opJK'd ....... ia U. drop SOfte. RJl'h aJtj. 
tllde hich ... lodtJ dro,. pro....... to M ..... n mar. 
attUne.. with ,. percent of tart bundl.. hittinl' 
tho drop ....... 

,U) Ad-rison .. tb. .,...nd La AA Loc .. THd 
u.-l aerial 1'UQ1tP1, wall ..ttkMet. aJthouch th.,... ...... _lit. ~ aa. IleYft' -.at lnallln'l'," &aid 
CPT 1I.1f~t. tho DeputJ' Seaior AdYtaor to tho 3d 
........ C ..... p. -. alwap had , .... t, 01 rice .nd 
ta .. aad tha,.. ..... aJ .... ,. piartJ ., bollata '),inC 
around. aad I cha't tbiak th. ..... ,,1,. probl.m, 
atrit-U,. an opinioll. .e ".,.,,. .. ta.d .. they 
made it to M bin.... tho, lik" to ....... ,.., .. 
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quite • blL" COL Wah.,. ,. l"tm .... Jr_ tho Seonaor 
Achiaor to tho ~tl! AR\"S Di'Wi.aion. NTftd. "AI· 
thoulh the;' ..... _no. ..t .. dH perioda _h.n 
~rtaia ite",. WON ta ahort •• ppl,," he report" 
alter tho battle had ..... -Oft, ·1~tkaI aupport 
lar the _ttle 01 An Lee .... aatiafactol'J."U 

f C') 0-. the urI&I eMU.....,. proWe. had __ 
1Olftd. dbitribua.. 01 tIM auppli.. Oft tIM pouod 
,..... ... the .. jor .ifnnllt7. -It .... I .... t a 
.urdft ........ BG )(ri:lttft't NpOrt..-d latet'. --n. 
.ru)'S .k lOt tIM,.. fin. 1'01 the aoodL" Not ptU 
law ia tho _ttl. !lId an ed_ti" .,....,.... \oil lof' 
diatribution 01 supplies abt. 'rJM,.. .. ,.. NpOf'U 

of flntlchta betwftn .,...,. of ARVN IOIdMrs 
.... dropped food aappU .. ; ... the A.~ ad- • 
riHra WOI'O thraUnM. on. ...... t.-doc .ttitade 
penia," watil law 11.,. ....... .atnd ... t •• ppU .. 
'"" uriYln.. n. ,...... ... tlaalJ, aoInd 
.h4tD BG Buae plaHd tIM ~ .......... of tht .ir-
borIM bri", .. eha,.. .f f'WO"..". and distrl· 
IMltioa of the airdrops. HWI ......... t u.. DI.u.ion 
G& and an AR\"N' e'Oloe" to the drop ..... to keep 
lbb of what had bftn f'ft'O'*end and who had NHi...... iL I .. lead of .. 1dIan or aaita tend!,.. 
for u............ tea... ,"".Hftt to tho> rwo...,.,. 
.,.. ...... alrbome lIOkIiaft baued u.. oppU .. in 
radoDad ..... nt&. 

t U) UadJ 24 x., til. mill.,..,. n .... of t.bo __ 
c!rcUftI' .,..,.., torn. Nnlplkal4d Ute "'"""" .ad 
4iltributioft probl.... A. MOlt ... • .appl, .:., 
... IUd.. • ... ,. Iad!rwt nres bap.a to hit the "p .... ; ~t17 tMn ..... no ",Iunleen to 
1'0 to the .,. and 1U,...,.,n.. tho clbtribation ... 
aa. t.&er, .. nt,. n ... dhnlniahed to tho point 
.hen dfwU.,. I'WO"V'J' ('OQ)d be ...... 

I U) fn addition to cH.ruptifts th. PftO'f'ft'Y and 
dbtribadon of suppU ... -iaromtn.. n... p,......",ted 
the> 11M 01 Vi.ma~ Air YOrN iwlko~ lor 
....... support. n .. :M""W'rft7 alf-ned u.. mo ... l~ 
of the aoIdi..., hi the An .l..or pariDWl4tf', tor the,. 
IuMw eMt if tIM, ..... 1It"RN1, -.ounded. ~ 
lion to proper IHdnt iN,.. 'oRa ultlikel1, .nd ",.Ii-
eaI auppU ... t An lOC' wo,.. mUtaIl, low. n. 
cMteriorati" ... «tk.J .Ituation ... obviow to .11; 
tho hospital taeiiltt.s had ken destro,.... ill u.­
nnt da,. 01 u.. battJ.. and until _rl,. Juno .. ri.1 
NSuppt,. effort:l; .e ... IMt ~ul ill nctinll' 
nMded IHdk.1 suppli.. to the b..ieotrM (OIT". 

)fan,. of u.. .ounded di_ from _ill 01 pro,.r 
a"-tUoa. and u.. .uthoriU.. on tIM ....,. • ..,.. 
l.rnJ to mort to raaaa burials in NI.u....I, .... Uo • ......... 

f U» Tho ditf5tult7 In helkop,« .. pport ..... t· 
tributed to both _ lKk of indenhip and fault, 
orp.aiu,bon. A .... fiNn ad.iaon .CJ'Md that It ... 
dillkouJt w ret the V~IIMH helk-o,t.r pilots tu. 
ny ,...,. An Loc. SOot onl,. .,," th., •• ..,. o( the 
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4&nprs of IT'OI,UMt nr. ... they new toWard and 

into t1w ~. tNt tlI.,- .. no touter,,", about 

u.. immediate eM"', artillfl'J It" that followed 

u...u- !anclinp. Stl'R&C aa4 imaci_d... \ead.enhi, 

W"\,) ........ to ,,...., the VNAF piSota freu-. follow-

m.. Ute .... flip, ,.eN bItO ud. .. , of Aa Loe. 

t"M VSAF air miaaioe ~ ... ,.,...Jy witb. 

.". ...... 01 ... ,. n_ .......... IInoc ......... 

., tIw uDainNl't UMl uUu.". nre.. » • nnlt. 

bres,.,,~ atftcen ..,.. ia tbar-p .f the mtieal 

...,. Ibi;. n.n. 'W'tft tIM ,...a. __ lUck tM 

dects*l _b.Uaer 10 abort the .beioo .. the- ..... 

enlt came wwS.,. tire. U....u,. the 4cisioD .... 

.... to abort.. aD4 tIM &11' aiuiott ~r 

COG&d do aothiac »ou.t it. ,.,... u. ~iYe 

pilot ... ia tbe 1_ ,Iai,. eN abmtlt euu dlnMaah 

d.sl)ilC t'- nrm.. But that .... DOt tile., ...... 
l... AlMritaD adYitors- npol"\M that ... cw. «-

.. 

euiou. oaI<t elM ftnC .". or two h.uco."cn landed: 

tJM. )WI _ ..... Mot at .-..eh of tM ww.nded who 

....... to pi aboart. 

te) Than .... IMMfUW 01 ~ in "mainin« 

..... tao.. an..pdbc to ruclt, Mlety a.bcud the 

a1:rcntL OD aut, ....... Wicopten wtthia raeh 

of tIM ............... ,. ..
..... Pf'd ....... rn.med 

.... 1II .......... _.-. n .. "'" of_ 

.. &he pouIWI ..... ."., ptob~
 .. ; It paralleled .... _of __ ............. _ ....... hrial 

.... "', ..... _ .. tho ..... Lao JOrim-. Tho 

COllI ..... dft\t ... t.-..cte ta tbe au' aM M the .",.ad 

toa"""" ~ dat1kaIti-. 

(U) \ ..... >Ia, • .n.r .-. Iselleop ....... . 

-.t.II, ... ,r ........ "-ricoa _ ... Ia ..... 

toe. LTG l" ........ c..,.. C-........... .. ked JIG 

BoIIlaco_ ..... II(; JlcGlff ..... ,._. ~. 

tan WicotMn ..... Pa V\etnam ... aircrat1: mto 

s.... ~ ...... _ ................. \..K. n.. ......, ,.,... . ."... ............. &.d .. ~ ... _ .... 

.,... ....... AI"" ....... 

J-1S UNCLASSIFIED 



--_ ....... _-_ ...... _.-.... -... ----_._ .. _--_ .. _-- - ..• _._ .. -

UNCLASSIFIED 
th. rit, to til .... thnn how it ... ct.,.e. At tint. 
Rollbt ..... orth was adamant In til.. r.tUMl. but he 
nnau, acned to one opeation if the V"Ar twU­
copter IInit would .. Mt tfftaln .trict condlboa 
AIMrirafts would be In collunnd of the .. ti,.. .tIo,", 
f ..... start to ftniah. A YHAP col ...... would ... .,.. to 
fi,. wttIl the A ... rkan lIIi .. ion COIll ..... r Ie help 
eontrol the VIetnam .. ptlota. .... he -....leI M ..... 
quincl to pardd,.te I.. the nconnaiMaDce nll'tIIt. 
The pilot. them .. l ... were nqoind to ........ la ad­
YUH that tJwJ .owd oNy the Of"ders ,.n... br tIM 
Arnerinn llliuion conu .. ndft'. -e.nd dl.npline t.belll­
..... a ...... t bnakine lormation or abordne nr.. 
inl' u.. _.Ioa. Fln.n,.. lIiah ... requind to talk 
,....aall,. to BG Hllne ....... the radio and iDSUN 
that the 5th Dhiston Coaaasuder would he... a 
..mur AaVN offleer Oft m. ludiq 10M to control 
Jto .... nded SotIth Vietnalll ...... 1dI.n.. Mball ...,..... 
to aU 01 theM condition .. 

! t'} n. o,.,..tioa took plan 011 3 Xa,. COL 
John IUthardson. cemmandft' of u.. AIMIitaft 12th 
COIB"t AYiation CrouP. pl&aMd the ...,.lHftt and 
..... ~h.uTe of the oenation o( the o,.ration. He 
pilohd u.. I ..... hip. with lour VNAF lMUcopten to 
follow him ilL ~o"ne into thrt .tit7 at lftetop "'el. 
tJw ail"'CTSft flIC'OUftc.rwd iMipillraat .... n .".. 
n,... At the Iandlne zone. ho'"""". ftOt all wet as 
bad bMn plarutl"d Pel .. LTC !fifth had prollllMd. 
n. tl'ail helicopter .:aIM down low ..... h onJ, to 
kirk on auppli .. and then how""" CMlt of Neeh .f 
the IOIdi.n 011 the.....,.ad. Th. 1. AIINricaa ship 
... abI. to tall ... a full lead 01 .tntther taMS,. 

but Oftly brM-aUH ttt. Hron ....... tMtirs of the door 
. JU,uwn tMld tM .... kine ..... ncMd at be,.. The othn 

"'S AF Mlkopc," ..... ....rwhelrMd b,. walkie .. 
~ aH .)most ..... pecl: in the ... theM 
~raIt. did not take ouc an,. 01 iN .ore Mrioal, 
wounded. AJthoul"h tIM opention ... DOC .hoU, 
• ut"HUlul. tt.. helicopten had landed in A_ Lac aad 
.ho.,. it C'OUId _ don .. For the nest ........ WMIta. 
tIM VMtnaIlMM Air Fo~ .W'r ...... ift •• UiftJr th,... 
or ~ "lr ships a da, mto aIMI out of A. Loc." 

f U) Part of u.. prob ..... throuchout had bHft that 
u. lMlicopte,.. belonc-d to ~. VI~ Air 
Forn •• hiJ. their primar)' IlHI' ... th. VI.cna ..... 
Arm,. n.... .... .. sin .. l. eoIIUIIaJ'Mter joiatJ, 
..... ponsibM for both the M'kopter pilou and th. 
rround troops ~Io. th. 1 ... 1 0' the Chie! 01 the 
Vi~ ..... Joint c.n.raJ Staff. Earlier i. the war 
0.. derision had boNn made that heliropten wouJd 
_ .. ". to the Air F~. but .t A. Loe this .,... 
lenI ..... wholl, wuurn:ulul Snior AlHf'rian o,n· 
Hn tboupt that Ow best .,.."'"' ... that ado'tM 
a" the t:S Ann,. If the VMlfta ... Arm, ",lB. 

,..ncten •• !'". ci· ftI clirftt t'OfttJ'ol 0Yft' tIM heli­
co,t.!'" UIIits. o.~ units in turn .oultl b.conM mo .... 
""'pon.Iin to ttt. " ..... of 0.. tl"OGpa on ttt. IfY"OUnd. 
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A~ An Lac the .yau. ... to. n"Gtplkated. Th. 
.fnd.,.. 0' An Lor • .,.. 'ked "';1.h a ,ibaatl" 
whoe,. an A.JtV~ Ii.ntn&o\t .....,.") had no control 
.. er a VNAF noloul. AirM"'"" the VNAF colonel 
wu qu.iq toOpenu ....... t "f eM Uate. the renen) 
COG14 ae& obtaia tIM nnUwJt,. ud ,...,... that 
he DMded c. n.cain Itb """,,,uon .~Wl,. H. 
Ud lIMa I.rnd co _ I. AlMrie ... lHdnshlp to 
sc.p ill ....... the ~AF co .. u_nd~ woWd ftOt...s 

IlELATlOSS WITH nVlLlAS. 

I U) A ... jor fadar cempJkathle the clef ... 
of AD Loe cIuriq tJw lonl .eeIU 01 the si~ .... 
ttt. PN'M'DC'e 01 ...... aamben of cmtiuL n.. 
normal dlJ popalau.,.. had ..... W'('lln with no­
Iupea (....une froa.. :.oe N'1p,h arK. tho .tUa..". 
.an'OUlldine All Lac dDri •• the North Vietna ...... 
and VIet Cone ad ..... 

(FOtIO) WlMa It beam. appnnt that the 
ftptiDl' would 1))""" tit An Loe. man, of ' .... t. 
habitant. .anu:d to· r... tho town. ne P "O'ri .. 
Chid' ,..,UMd to ptT'Iftit til... to lea.. .. tIM,. 
pJoaMd. .nd Ida adiou dbcnantJ4d m.ach 01 the 
kIeal citiaenr)'. TIM) Ia\el' ~h.anCt I their opinion 
of thta polk,.. howew.-r. ";hftl oth .. rs ...,.. kiU.cI 
01' captuNd b, ..he .,....., .hU. • t')"iac to la ... 
All L«. Ret..... reporttd hundnd. of ozenacJon. 
ill Loc: Ninh and ninlornd Uti. ~hal.,.. of .lU~" 
ror the IIIOIt part the 10""U_nt "1"00,. nee!wed 
the cooopwatiOft of ·tt •. towupeopl.. lI .. t 01 the 
riYtJ ...... did DOt panic aad did DOt complain about 
th ....... IU,. ........... Sl.,utlcaatly, .- .. ho 
did ....... th. ..... weat IOUU toward ..... heW 
by 1M SoatJt V"httna...... n. ,.,,.. f..... that 
lbe Nortb Vietaam... would kiD tIM.. ar GpoM 
tbe,. to cIu..,. ill inYOlualar7 .u~port roles if the, 
..,.. captur.d. Th ... fan ..... aupp~rted b, u.. 
hanh u,.rMMn of thoM .ho au.lII,ted to n .. 
to tho MUth bat .. ,.. atop"" by the m .... ' . ..u • 
.... uJt tile pMpIe of the town yolDiltarib aapported 
tho ...... el'ftnMftt IOldift"a .nd were craw'",! to tlMm 
101' defltDdine what nnaained of AI) Lo:. 

IFOUO) In the _rt, days of tlM nC~ti.e around 
Aa Lot tile NortlI VitrUlamese and Vi, t Con« hAd 
.nrouncM ~iyjliana to I .. ". the A,. l.or va: but 
later. ,..b.ine that tho ,hMnH of larp: numbe,.. 
of ti'riliaM I .. u.. An L« pcrim.c.r ... ouJd c:nate 
eon.id .... bl. l ..... ucaJ proble-... for th • .,o"ft'nment 
lorra. tlMJ Inc1i.eriminateJ, kill., anJOlM who at­
lenIpted to ..... u.. town. Earl, I .. the ~ttJe a 
Iarp croup of civilian. lee: by ... P'h*b Catholic 
priat aad • Buddhbt MOnk tried t, ... ,. An J..oc 
to the .... th. They _ aM,. to Il10''' .,..,..) kilo­
.....,.. .. ttt.ir wa, before the,. ...... top'" bJ 
the .... ,. The abl ... bodl", IIln aftd wollin •• ,. 
kidnapJMd. .... II .. 0.. old.r ~nMn who micht 
1M' u..tul i.. .uprnrt ,.,1 .. , and S::!'ftt tovard Lot' 
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Slaa. I)njJ the old men and ehilmn W9" lett. 
SubMGu .. ' "tnmpta by ciriltaa. to bnak OUt • .,. 

aIM ~.tuL Ky"" Il'0\l1' 1 .... In. the J)fti. 
IMtU ,... bnupt and .. bea,.,. • .at,. nlf'rtaJ' fin. 
ObMrnrs .,.wnated that betwwtt fov ana fI .... 
haadnd of tIM ....... thouand who Qied to ....,. 
•• n aUed. .. a .... ult of this treatment. Alter 
.........& pch experienees witb their liberators. moet 
PIIOP&' from :be An Loe aM:' cast th-*r lot witb the 
COY'.,.ment forees. ... 

I U) The preMDee of the eivilia_ in the An Loc 
perimeter .crained the aJrHd,. o .. rburdened .. nal 
resuppl,. ."tftIL Uatil the de1i ... ery of .uppU .. b,. 
air b«:ame .tfecti?e ia late )la,. the cmliana w.n 
a baill oa food .~kI and meclka.l suppUes. III 
maD,. caMS, the dnliana would COlli pete witt. 
IOIcben for nco..,.,. of food aad medical .uppU .. 
11"0 ... the drop lOll •• This ,.... DOt oraly 1McaUM of 
the lack of .lICh items in the IMs.iqed cit,. but also 
beeauae of the failure to orpna. an etfecti ... ,... 
!em for reeo't'ftT &Dd dbtribution of ,upplin.·: 

I FOUO) Relatione MtwHn tIM cmlians trapped 
hi An Loc: aDd: the lOyernrnent fo~ defendin .. 
the city ....ned from unit to wtit. The towup"pl. 
had bil'h praise for th. periorm&nee of tIM Reaic.nal 
anel PoouJar Fo~. th. airborne bripcle. the raa. ~r 
bettal~. and leur, the troops of th. 18th Di";.'on 
who rep'-eel the 5th Oirision at An Loc. aJthoa.rh 
the,. ..,.. considend to be iDefftctua.l militanl". 
For the officers aDd ai. .. of th. 5th Dlris~ ... how .. 
..... r. th. towDapeopl. had nothin.r but ROm. The 
soldiers 0' the 6th PiTi.ion eppd i8 CODIider­
able lootin. aad in 10m. cues _Yell nnd into th. 
hou... to tOft. the occupants ouL Althoullrft til. 
officen of the 5th Di..uioo did not eacourace loot­
Inc. tb.,. .pparentl,. lacked sgfficient control·.,.,1 
dacipJin. to pm.nt !L 

C FOUO, A surpriainl'i7 larp number of 5U: 
DiYision IOIcUen were takinc drup.. OIN.r .... n 
within the city estimated that perhapa an .y"",CW 

of twenty mn in each ~pan, were _nc oar· 
coties. )tach of the Soottn. ap,.renUy _tamilled 
from the need of th. fOWl. so&.dten to -.:qui" 
~ to trade for the druP. Th. addicb amon .. 
the troops lelt their units. did not carr'1 ... pon .. 
lind ia aDd .l'OUnd the town,. and ,",.d on ch • 
toWlllpeopJ •• 

IPaUO, b addldon. the ...... of the Sth DiYI· 
.ioa ..... ~ Mlltn. th. airdropped food and 
medical .uppU .... On .t I ... t OD. occasion ~ of 
the diYisioD find Oft ranpr and alrbome troops 
who...,.,. a"emptin. to retriev. 10". radoM. llllCh 
ot this trouble UOM from a lack of SU~1l and 
leadership within the 5th Dhiaioa. Obaen-en re­
marked upon the notiHabl. abMnee of MDior ofn· 
een activel,. enpced br. dinctinc the perim.ter 
detense, Two JOyernm.nt ciYilian cadn De'I'.r ... 
tM division command.r throurrhout the .ilfS'lt. The 
troops of th. 5th Dimion seemed to be eommancled 
.. Iely by company Irf"&de offken. Th. onl), mibl. 
field p-ade officers were thON with the rancer aDd 
airborn. battaJiOftS-.... 

I U, In the rancer seetor of th. perimetw the 
relatiooship betWftn the tnlpped cmUans and the 
tanlffl"S .... quite difterenL There wen!' about 2.000 
ciyilians in that ara. with whom th.,. ahared ttt.ir 
lood t,,",i),. Ia return. the people eooked for the 
ranpn and :IOul'ht out edible .... cetation and IImall 
animals to adel to th·. meals of both. Th. inhabitanb 
.110 took care of the ranp"' ::Iou.... If on. of the 
ci";lla ... betame WfMlftded. the rancen saw that the 
wound wu drnHd and bandapd; unit. eo~men 
were lINd to .... i.L It. wall a workmc nletioftlhip 
of neat. beD.fit to both partin.. III addition. 
clYiliana would o«uionally enter that portion ot 
tbe city held by th. enemy; upon their return. th.y 
would RPOrt to the ranee" what had been observed. 
thus rnakin .. mach uwful information "vailabl. to 
the lri.ndly lorns.. .. 

THE SIEGE PHASE II 
THE SECOSD ATTACK 

I C) On th. fint 01 Ma,. til. enem,. to~es 
Mean to Ht the .tap for .hat became a s«ond 
dnper-ate attempt to capture An Loc. On that ,Ja, 
the 5th VC Di ... ision moved itt headquarters to the 
Yicinity of HiD 169 th.rft kilometen southeast of 
An Loe. On the foUowiJl. dar the E6 &net l1.uh 
ltel'iDients of th. dhiaion monel to poaitions thrM 
kilom.ten .... t of An Loc in the rieinlt)' of Windy 
HUI. and DOnh of their di..uu-n headquarten. The 
IMth NVA lWgiaaent lelt its roat"I .. ::~~: positions 
Oft Route 13 to the south and mo"'cd IOUthwest of 
the An Lac perim.ter. Th. 14ht SV A Re~",ent 
moyed north to a position within three kilom~lrrs 

south 01 the An toe d.ten.i .... linn. Th. 275th VC 
Relthnent nrnained in place on Wind, Hill from 
which it had driven the airborne artiUuy battery 
on 19 April, By 7 May the 5th VC Division -'th 
its thrH retriment .. wa. positioned east and south_ 
... t 01 An ~. the lUst llnd 165th Recimenu of 
the 7th SV A Division WeN loated south and south­
-est of the city. and the 272d and 95C Reaiments 
ut t!'. 9th VC Divi.ion were north ... t of the peri. 
meter. Tbne en.my f'e1fi~.nu aurround!nR' the city 
we,.. within two to thne thoul'and met.n of the 
d.fensi .... lines. 

IC) Facinl' thn .. seven enemy regiments were 
Ins than ".000 South Vietnamese soldiers inside 

J-:l 
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dHt AD .t....x perimeter. terrio::orial aDd rqular tORa 

eomblDea. At leut a thousand ~ wol1ftdeci. AI· 

tbootb _t w.n dl. to man th.ir defmsiye 

p"itkma ill • Umited. .. y. )loraJ ....... low at tJW; 

staa'e 01 the aMct: the 15th Dhiai01l Coaunander. 

'110 BlDh Lone Pro.me. au." and oholr Amori<oD 

adTbon "" cca'r"nc.ci that the del __ could DOt 

bold .p£Dt uo*r attKk.. Thq Jb'esMd 10 lIG 

UoWqswcnJa tbe eU'teb of the continaoua artil. 

lerr boa:tbenbDeDt aJld th. failure of the VIetnam ... 

Air J'Cfte to ~Lt the WOWlded. Theil' tr'OOIJS 

were reluctant to move, ,boot. or othuwile upoN 

tb~: thq \Ulct.ntood. that th" .... DO 

clulDa: far thai to ~ ....-uad it tbt7 ..... 

woUDded. "1 .pent 1IWlJ' :boun: d'Gl'iDc' the eoune 

of the aut. f.. days eacoun.Kf,DI' the Pro'riDce 

CIUet. cbe DtvWon Col!JllDUCler. and tbelr adYlIOn 

to bold rbeir poaitlonl." BoWnpworth nporttcL 

"]4J attempt. -,to belittle the eapabllity of the 

uemy &ltd to ItnnsrtMn friendly forcn' moral. 

MfIImed almost hopei .... Enemy positicml aDd mo ...... 

menta. iDc.m.ity of aatiainra:tt ttr.. and ~ ill· 

crease in eft.ml utiIluy and: nxketa a.p.Inst An 

Lac pointed to aD lmadnent all out attaek.-

(C) ')fG RoUinpworth" concern 0'Nr' • ren.-.at 

of the battle was cantina.. when • ralliu from 

the Headquarters. 5tb VC DlYision, named bilDhlf 

0"1' to rqioaal fore IS 011 patrol • short cliStanc. 

from. the All Lot perimeter. on 15 May. Th. eapth'e 

was ImmtlCtiately tnterrop.hcl by the Binh Lone 

Pro.m.. Chi." LTC Tbl1lh. Tho ralJI .. , • VIo. 

Cone Itr.1ttnaDt. told his questioners that the COID­

.....s.r of the 9th VC DlYision had _ ....... 1' 

re'PrimaDded by the C.traI 0ftJc. for' Sooth Vi.t· 

nam (COSVN) for the ctMaIoD'J failun to captai-. 

An Loe fa mid-April The comIUJldu of the 5th 

VC Dtfldoa. whoM fon-. DOW ascirdecl \h. city. 

"-d told COSVN that b. eou1d. tak. An Loc in two 

days .. b. had taken Loc NinA. The rallier UDder­

stood that the Commumat hlCh co1l:llMnd had then 

placed. the ~tb Vc rn ... Wcm. in chafTe of the Dut 

usault on ~ city. Th. 9th VC Din.ion had been 

relept.cl to a supporUnr role in tho attack. Th. 

priaoaer indicated tUt • cMtcrmined enemy effort 

.pintt A.n Lac could be Up4CtN in the near 

fuC'lZA.~l 

(C) Stron. enel'DY pound probes and inc~ 

iDC lbd1nct artiU • ..,. fin becinniDl at 0630 hou.n 

on 9 )la, alerted KG HoU!Dpwortb to the probable 

timiD, of the nat major attack. Within two boon 

the poWMi pteUun __ ided. but the h_?1 boIII­

berdmnt by ellemy utilJery. 1DOrtua. and rocketa 

continued. From hi. .~ with the patte"' 

.t en .. , att.acb ill V~ and armed with tIM 

kDowledp of nemy dbpositiona and. lnten1.1ona 

rrorided by the ramer. Bollinp rth be,.,. to 

plao the defenM. H. beli.Ted til:at the enemy would 

"',", • ... :~~_\SSIFU:O' 
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make tbe nla)or attack on the morftinl' of 11 )t~l'. 

followl'ftl aftOUiU da,. of pound pf"Obe1 .plr.Jt the 

South V.tum ... defens... 0.. e May the I.neral 

MlectH 18 tal7tt boll" for B.62 bom~n. sup))l •• 

mCtM bJ' almoat toO tactical air strikes. Holtines­

worth n •• to SailOn to confer with GEN Abram .. 

Wbile Utere 1M an;MCl Ain-am. that the An .t.« 

clefenu ~ ".quire maximom tactical air IUp­

port aDd. as a ~:ms. tJt,e :.. a-n :st:rikn he had 

planned Abra:aaIi .,.,.. with BoIUn.,wol'th"1 u­

....m_t aDd promiMd to .. nd him .... e!'}"thinl' that 

he requa,"-

(C) A.t m ..... date. GE."f Abrams propoaac1 a 

Dew p1aQ for the emplo1JDct of a.u strik... Ris 

tcbeme ,... to rin th. tow .C:rlQ cspabUlty for 

• 2' bov ptlri04 to uch miutarJ' neloa In turn. 

eutpdnC M111tafT "..-loa" ..-bleh .... not I~h,ded 

because of th. ra1ativel,.lo. te.,e1 of enan" activity 

there. Attar thne daya •• triUs would M aUoe.ud 

on tb .. bula of the situation. ..eh Nlion nonnally 

teealYln, eilbt 8-52 strikes tach dlY. MG Hollinrs­

worth was CODearned. that MUital'1 JUrion 3 would 

no:: ~i". any allocation ~or twO days foUowinl' 

th. day Mt aside fOr him. B""Clu" he IMU..,td that 

_ asajor battl. 'Wall lmmiIC .. t. however. b. -creed 

with the plan wu1er the ~'nditiOD that lUlltary 

RaaioD 3 ba.,. tbtI fint da. of the taU str1ke .. 

Abraaao _ppra.,ed and 'W'aftte--i to know onl, whan 

to start. BolUnp~rth adYbc.{ the l'I!::\aral tbat ha 

woWd proYld.e aD amwar on the aaxt clay.:<2 

t C) Th. 5th VC OiYisioll commander followed the 

pattem luspeeAd by lfG HolUnrsworth. On 10 

lfa,. th. _em,. rtpaat.ed thai~ patten of IItTonl 

,rrouncl. probes beton dayllpt. withdrawinr within 

two houh. BolUncsworth rud hated the 18 t&r8;t!t 

box .. plann_ the day before at (added Hftn mon. 

baaed upon hia lnaJrsis of dl. lround probes. 

Dwirt, the altarnoon of 10 )hr, the TRAC com· 

mander advised GE..~ Abrams that the enamy wout..1 

helPn his main attack and ground assaults on 11 

Ma,. R. asked that Abrama alloeate him on. B-52 

strike e'rft')' &5 minutes for tbe next 25 hou" 

barinmnl at O&:W. 11 )fay. Abram!!. arn-cL 

te) On the mominr of \l ..lay at 003$ hours 

th. anc:irclinl eaemy intens!fi ... >d his indirect tin 

bombudrn.nt of the An Loc- perimeter. now m .. ,jul'­

Inc 1.000 by 1.500 meten. At 0&30 hou" the JTVund 

.... ult kca.n from all aides. SA-1 missiles wen 

uaad apmst Cobra JUDships. tact:1cal aircraft, a"d 

to".,ant air controUen. Durinl the day • .An Loc 

'ha hit b7 8,.300 nNJJda ·,f Indirect fire. In adeli· 

don to th. unpncedanud u .. of th. SAX mt.Uil .. 

&Dod the loftl'«' W !!Ion tntanai'" artil1i1T)' Dom· 

bardmeftt. the attack dltfend in othe .. J'ftpe>tts from 

the firat major fllMmY effort in ApriL Th. eaa"" 

launched coonllnated attacks with tanka and Infan· 

try. altboucb bis handlinl' of t.h"e fore .. rftMined 

fQ'litDE"~L 



amat"mh. On ~he t'I1eftdJ, ,leM ... t AnV~ 

Mldiers. p"fjUIl. b, t}wl' .. rllv e.pertenHS. stood 

thel.r ponulld acaln_t tIM ",_my armor'" d .. trey_. 

the t&IIk, wit" the )(.1% Ll,ht AnUf.&1I11 WHp". 

I U) n.. SIM.III' _-.in attacu came fro_ the .ftt 

and aorth ... L n.. attackl", tOft8 ..,.. .w, to 

_tablblh two JMMU'au." la til ... .,.... (FII. 

l .. ). n..it wtk ... to continuo • pull yak. 

ud lntutJ"7 IDto tho peneuated eMl .... ill ....s.r 
to nraftd the .. liMIts aDd Unk ap la t~ Hlltor 

of \be town. U.er.b, .pllnin, the f'I!1U.ln.in, de­

"MU'S into .ncla". that could be d.I .. ," in 

eMtail. Thia tII,..t ,.,.. cognwred .h_ BG Bun,. 

the ath ARVN Otrision Commander • ...-.d the 5th 

Alrboru Battalion tro .. the IOUth .f tho dtr. U. 

... il1'od tM be.ttalion \M lIliuioa of blot-kb" tho 
peonatradona la both the wett and nonb __ " nl, 

tullf' .IOP,"", tt ...... m' \111 ,Iau. n. • .. t.nt 

.. 11_ ... a. t"", IIMtl\odl('aU, aU...- • ..t by \"SA' 

A·li: !"",rata.-, •• net AC·1JO Spectre "" ••• u .... 

11«.~ ., tho nano."... .,1 t)I, _,tll-.,,", 
.. iI ... ", the- V!"fAP' n.hc.. ..... ro \lftab\e Ie 4,.., 

thlr ".be; IHondl, ,""p. ..,.. toe rt.... n.. 
Sport... pMhlpa, .....,.. h\r-I, effortl.... he~,.. 

aftcI helfM'd t. tofttaln thl. north ... t.", pen.eU"au ••. 

At u.. ..... UIII" tho, intUrt'" ~"'" e"~II" 

_ til, ...... , troop' In thei,. bunkor.d po4IUCH1" 

SpM'tn .1M lort .... th, _ ... , Mid;," Into the 

DpIft .h,n th., • .,. hit b, .malI ...... nr. or 

tnnond _.haftkal ... boIa ..... 

(C) la counwnnc tho ..... ult .. A_ Loc. alG 

HoUlDpwwth ""plo,... Zl1 tortMs .1 ~tkal air 

..pport Oft 11 'b,. aM apprOllimat.el, leu IIOnU-I 

....... of tM I.n ... i". Iou clap. H, Md bern ..... 

LTC ___ w.... .. .... USAI .... __ 0.---- ..... tSOSI nhctt,..,. .. ..., A. t..c. 0.---. 

........... AI. till! .... 50S ......... , ..;.r .......... TAOII ......,. ,., AtV'" .. ~ 
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non additional 8-12 .trik.. fJ'OIII 3'illta,.,. Ra .. IOD 

1 to brin, th. total to 30 .Crih. W1tbin a 24 bou .. 
pniod. nUl ...,...'.1Iala& DH .f finpoWfl' ... 
efl .. d ... ill .uppJelllleDdnC tile efforts 01 tM ARVN 
U'OOPI wit)",. tile perimeter. On. exampl. ocnrnd 
... 11 Ma,. ..... aWiG I··eel,. .. tub aM 
armor.d Yehitl .. altempted CO enter AD Loc. B)' 
MOD Oft 13 )f.,. the,. IaacI ben destroyed. Darinr 
the flrbtiDC ..... nI cnwa aad abandOMd th.i .. 
tanlu ucl bad raW. to the AllYN torees in the 
city.:" 

(U) The rapid IUCCMIiOII at 8-62 .tn ... wa. 
heartwarmi1lc to the'delnden OIl the powad ta An 
Loc. Not. ... " of the diauuions betwun GD: 
Abraaas and )lG Bolllnpworth. on. .ctrisor was 
lnrreduloQa. "'Th. IUf'PI"i.tnll, fast a.62 .trik .. 
that .. nnind Oft th. e! ...... th of lI.,. .. .,.. juat 
anbeU..,.ble." ftIIll'mbend CPT Molfett with tIM 
rtln,.n .... collidn't ben.,.. that .... lOt IC!' man)' 

J-25 

a.u .mIL .. M fast." n. bomb. landed within SOO 
mete,. 01 th. ARVN tOI'HS 00 th. perin .. c.r with 
emir • !ew _ellen wounded .. u.., WI'" IfHtlnIlf 
hlto *iI' buztken,. Th. effecUnnnl of the bi, 
bombert was .ppa"nt to aU """en insi:» An 
t... .... called f01" th.. 10 be dropped elOMr to 
th. clef.,..J .. linn. 

t III TIle Jl.52s _ In .- .,......t .... po .. 
pI"'OY'IId to be • flexibl. ~ .. wen. BG 
lIeGlHert eaimated that fter 90 percent of the 
ItI11l. .... diTerted from thir oriCbw tarceu OD 

11 .... 12 lIa,. Aa the .....,d _ appe&nd. cl ... 
cooperation Mtweea KG BoUbtpwortb·, .taU. 
KACV J..a. and th. Stratecic Air Comme,.d Ad­
't"Ueed Echelon .t KACV Beadqaarten permiu.d 
• ehan... of tarpt withla UII hour before th. 
bombers were du. to re ..... dim ordnanc .. III one 
caM the 811t Airbom. Ranpr Group was .ub-­
Jeewd to lMa.i.. preNare from an .n.mJ rqi. 

::!~: .... -. --;. 
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mt"nt. and • .8-\2 IIltl'" ...... .Jh'.rt.tl to hit thi_ 
troup ronc-entratlon. The r.,rimt'nt .... ,Uminat~1 
Ill' an d~H'ti'Y. fh:htin.. fol'H/" 

• C) 8y nGUn of the .Iew-nth the emDloyment of 
'in-po"'r from the ';" ~mbin ... 1 WIt;) • steady 
"",bib.. on the ..... und. bad broken Lh. enemy 
attac'k. lilt Hollinpwotth ... portN to GE~ Abramtl 
that the attack had been thwarted by ~oon. with 
..... 7 ..,.,.., Midkn a_in, In a Ita: .. of db­
orpniutioa from the anaa that ~ been aaud. 
by the a.~:la. Thne pantebd tI~ps ",n attac)uN 
b)' the tutk.1 .irnan and jP'OUIKI 11ft .. they 
ran. Durin. the aft~ no movinc ero"irIi:Y tanks 
..... .-."orted and attacks by indint't fin I.U off 
eonslderabl,. Sennl NVA tanb ..,e" found 
abandoned after ~rinl' triendlr fire.:':' 

t C> 8y 2000 hou" on 12 May there w.,.. mdi­
ntion. that the en.m)" wu p ... parinar to launc=h 
another attack in hit. .bortt., .. attempt to capture 
the p-oYince capital. Tar.k fin- from standoll posi­
tioQ hit the ('ity. and then was • c:or.dnuou. 
ex('han~ of sman arm,. fir. around th. ptrimetu. 
Worseninlr weather C'Omplicated the support aVaU­
able to the de/enden. but A("·l:W Spet'tre pnahipil 
.. ere a.Me to remain on ,.talion and k~p the enemy 
off-balance.. The B-5~ strikH continued to come at 
~Iar intenal .. IlDII lUi Hullinlf'llworth reported 
to GE:o.o Abrams that the heny bomben "spoiled' 
another apparent efWnlY ,·rr,.r1 to !'eiu An Loc:." 
Althouch the TltAC rnnnnftnder relt that the situa­
tion remained HriOWl. h. wu confident that th. 
city would hold ouL:"" 

Ie) On 13 May enernr attach by Indirect fin 
were moderate. and stan.lolf tank rire wu reported 
from the south, we .. l. anel nort~. At 0146 hours on 
14 lfa, enemy troop mo .... mrnt w_ notked to th. 
west and southwest of the rity. to .. ether with mon 
tank fin from the wesL ltG HulUnJfSworth thoul!'ht 
that the enemy WlU INiR" to try another .... ult. 
"If so." he _ired GE!': Abrams the next day. "he 
was dissuaded by the timely delivery of three ARC 
UGHTS." Onre apin. the B·52 10trikn had been 
decisive. B)' midmornin&:. the two salients had been 
redut'ed in lIiz. and mOllt of the o..Tul.ied territory 
returned to ARVN eontl'oL The tide or the battl. 
had turned.···1 

Ie} Enemy indirect fire C'ontinued to d.coreallle on 
15 May. There wen no siJl'1lificant eRJta .. emenu 
that day. The situation had stabilized. By ni .. htfall 
th .... n .. my had withdrawn exnp& lor the C'Omp.r.ny 
lise forret in th .. two smaller sali .. nts. '"The enemy 
had loat his capability for further offensive action" 
in Blnh Lonl' Provinre." C'Ondwled ltG Hollinltt'­
worth.·...,. 

1 C) For th .. next ten c:bys the situation at An 
L« remainM stalemated. ContaC't" with enem~' 
rOrTH were ,ilfllili.:antly "duC'ed .• Ithoullh artill~r,· 

and ar.nahn.lt fir. "~,.ined he.V}". ille $th 
AR\r:f DIVISion adVI~ .. tim.ted that the .n.rn,. 
w .. lUmia .. hIS au .. nlion toward the Soutb Vitt. 
nam ... to",H att .. mptinJr to advanc:. aJonl' RoI,I~, 

13 toward An Loc- from th .. south. AJ":.hou(ft .nemy 
activity within the two s ... aU uti .. DD dwindlld, 
ARVN I~ we" unable to ~ thelD ... n, 
The .nem)" !oulfht stl.:lbboMI,. from bunke.'"9d P\)II. 

llOJlL "..n,. tA. western .. lieDt ... • .... -«wJ.lI, 
r.&nIwG tlr th. ath Aay!'l R4-ciment. and ~M ball. 
then becatlle on. of cl"ni.... our rh. ~mainl"l' 
pock.ta .,! resiatanH.:' 

Kt:UEt" FRO)! THE SOl'H 
,U) The oprration to clear Soute 13 "lad be-.ft 

boned de.. by """r rnistanN from tft. bet'in. 
nrnl'. The 21st ARV;S Di'Yilion had ('losed on Lu 
KiM 00 12 April aft.r dbc!n~n .. from h .... ,. tiPt. 
inK If" th. Delta's C llinh Fon-sL Initiall,. th. 
dh.isl~ 1..d bHn usitmed the mission to Me,," 
the hl .. b .. y north from Lai Khe to Chon Thanh. 
The first major enp~ment o«UfTed durinc 24 to 29 
April .thirtee-n kilom"ters north of Lai Khe as the 
21st DI ... iaion sou,ht to fight its waY' loward Chon 
Thanh. Th .. lOlst Inde.,.ndent SV A Reciment bad 
block .. J the roaJ on 22 Aprii. eleven days after tilt 
!J2d ARVN R(gimdt had mo .... d the nhic:le to Chon 
Thanh. TM 32d R.etrim.nt attac:ked from the north 
in combination with th .. ::;Jd ARVN Rqimfl't hom 
the ItOUth to destroy the enemy force. On 21' April 
the IObt NVA ReJrimenl withd"w to th. west. 
I_rln. the K..e. Battalion of tb 165th NVA Reat· 
ment ill contad to ('Over th. diaenppmnL Th. 
remnanta of this battalion WI'''' dri .... 111 from their 
haril,. fortified positions two cia)'s later. 

«U) Wtth the road now clear to Chon Thanh. th. 
2l.at Ohiaion be«:an .. ffe·nsi..... operations north o( 
the bue where the :11., ARVN R~ment. airlitttd 
there durin .. the ntchtin .. tD the south, had I'~ 
t'ountered int"rebinM' ",n .. n.y resi:ttance. Six kilo­
meters north ()f Chilli Thanh the other two bat· 
taliOM 01 th. Itl.ljth X\' A R~iment had OC<'Upit'fi 
IItron .. defen.h·. pc1l1ili()ns. The rill'htiftlt raKed (or 
the first 13 da~'~ ot ;\lay. supported by military 
tac'tic-al air. and B.52 strikes. At some point lau 
in the Nttle the ... nlrm)- reintort'M with the 209d· 
NV A Retnm.nt. Durinrl the fi .. htinll the C'ommander 
of Ut. 31st Retrimt'ftt was seriously wounded and 
control o .... r the openltion paaMd to th. a:!d R..,i. 
menL On 1;). )la)· the enemy po.ition was finally 
overrun. 1'he South Yietnameae now had control 
over the hi .. h .... )· to a point .i .. 1It kilom.tU:n north 
of Chon Thanh. 

I U} Fnsh from thill latest ... ktory in the advanc-t 
up Route 13. th. 32d ARVN Reciment .. a. lri"l'li 
th. muution of clearin, th.. ",",my to the Tau 0 
Bridln'. n'Ye kiJomete!'lJ to th.. north. The Oppo~illJ 
rort'e vnul the !ltronvlr r.info~1 21t!;lth :'I \' A Rt1ri · 
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""ftl. whICh had falleD back to huyt', lortili«a 

!"'Nl..:. ... na in depth. Thu netwon. .... eentered ~ft 

Ibe d..,. .... amps of the Tau 0 stream. For :m 

ayw. u.. .J"l,d ARV:ro. Rqimeat foup, t. ... push lb. 

enem, o:.t of ttt. ana. Despite oun.i... UN' of 

Jl..52s, tac'cin.I all' supPOrt. and artillery. ~ AR\TN 

......... V-.......... ~ .tft """'t n-.. .n. "- lIottte hi Aa Lac: _ lett. LTG ~ v .. Mill", 111 

c:..,.s c:--..-r; ""itlll t.,... ..", GlN c.. V •• V .... CJNf of tM Joi.t Gr. .... Shift; ...".. ..... '-"t. IG LA- V •• H."!to 
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tOl'n't • .,. aftSb« ... tul. On :1 Juae the ;t:LI 

AI'"!': Rf.cimnt ... 1 ,..U .. " of the mWIOft. How. 
.... ,. tM driQ 0' the "''C'iraent nona !\ad puU..J 
"lID, ton:a a.a,. from '.h. An 1.« pet'1nMCer In 
lac. lI., ... IDe the situation in til. bftM.,H ",roo 
ri;..H capital. 

t U, The lut major Mule at An L.OC' .... touKbt 
eoacwrentlr widl dI. n.htin. at the Tall () 
Brid ... Enem7 pnuuN _ the dtJ' made ,..1I.f b)­
outsid. cround torca .... DU.l Aa ~t rwqui,.. 
IIIne was the d.ploymeftt: ;Jt artillery IMIpport to • 
poaitioa C'apaole of ."Ppontnlf both the :tW Afi.Y:-; 
~m.nt in lea attempt to dri... north lInd th .. 
deffllCiers wit~in the An Lot perinMt.r. Accord· 
lnCI,., oft 15 lIa,. m. 15th !tqilllent. ,..hKh had 
urlftd tl'OQl the 9th AI"'" DI.,aior. in the Delta 
tbNe dan ... lter, wu KiYft the ad .. iOll to Meant 
and estl bliab this fin baM. On that cia,. the bt 
Battalion 01 the ~m.nt and the tth Anaored 
Cayall'7 Rqiment bepr& their attack. The tuk 
ton:. bJPUMd eft ... y rwiscance to the eat of 
Route 13 aad moYed in the dirwction of Tan Khai 
hamJat. ten JdJome(ers south of An Loco and four 
kilom.t.... north of ~. Tau 0 Bridce. Simulta­
neously. the ;!d Battalion. 15th Jlqiment. and the 
recimental command ITOUP made an air UAault 
into the Tan Khai .,.... On Ilf )(ay the)' HCUntd 
the hamlet. Later in the Jay. \"XAF Chinooks and 
an' American Sk, Crane broucht ill thl'ft l05mrn 
howitun and a platoon of 153m1ll howiturs. The 
to11owinc day. the :ld Battalioa.. the relrimental 
lieht eommanci put. and tiM 3.1d Rqirr.ent I-I 
reached the new tire support base. On 18 :Way. the 
armor and infantry column. delay-.i by the diffi­
cult terrain to the south-..t. dOMd on the ba"l'llotL 

11:) For a f.w days .nemy Ktirity in the "ieinity 
01 the tire base was nq'U,.ible. 8y :!O lia, the 
enem)' had turned his att.ntion awa)' from An Loc 
and N&C.ted to th, thrn.t from the south. That day 
the I·Ust !'iVA Retriment. which had joist moyert 
from An Loc. I.unched. an attack apinst the baM. 
This initial battJ. lasted for th,... da)'L The de. 
fmders of Tan !thai h.ld out apinst this and aU 
subsequent attac:ks through June. The existenc. 
o( this hase br .. ucht th<t needed ~Jiet from enemy 
p ..... ure to the d.fenden of An Loc .... • 

II: J The wury .",R\~ tor't":!S within the An l.oC' 
~rim.ter took advantace of the respite afforded 
by Ifte moYe of enemy troops, to the KlUth, Patrol. 
linK outward from the d.fensu incf'tUed. and the 
badin of man1 "n.my dead 'fTere discovered. As 
the South Viftnam •• e t!'OOpa repined an .~s· 
:liYe spirit. clearin~ operations w.nt beetsn .ninst 
the northern sali.nt. On 8 June the Ist Battalion. 
-Utth ARVN Re~im,",t, eliminated the last .nemy 
, llatancc in the northern salit!nt. By 12 June the 
remair.inar pockets of rnistanace in lh. fonner 

wftc.m .. hent 'A..... redund .,y the ~th ARVS 
R.,rinMnt. Th. .ltuatiO. tonU.UN to lmp,,",e Oft 

1:1 and I" June when 1.J.JO (mil b'oop .. mostly 
from the 18th .\RVX Oi\"t.lOn, ... r. liltlNf into the 
city by A .... rnn helieopte ... . 

Il" ~ aF IS JUM. with ..... ,. Indlnct nl"lJ eon-
hnainl to d~nue. the 5th .o\R\"'X Oiyi:lion b.nn 
ott ... h'. opotration •• puslun .. out ill aU .lireeticn. 
fam the penJIMteI'. The .wth Rqimat ... ized HOI 
Uili on Ii June, From thLll repined "nta~ point. 
the, -..",e\l .ev .... J ~~tr.tioh ot memy 
troops. Tactica.I air .uppc:;rt w .. called. ,.rMJ. the 
.....y formatioN ...... dlspened aft.r .uf-erin .. 
heav,. ruualt:ift. Sn ... U ~ntar.ta contiftl,': .. ot .n 
around the cit,. as elMm, bunk.... w.... .,.t.mati. 
call:; muc.d. Lu,re amounts of en.my eq"aipment 
.. en "ptum, On 18 Jun. control of the lat Air· 
borne Sripde ....... ~ directly to III Corp •. and 
the b'rigacH moYed. the next fie), by foot to Tan 
Ithai for airlitt out of the An Lex .rea. Lilt.,.. 
and pr'sonen ot war tel'Orted at bod: An I..ue and 
Tan Jtbai that the ~em, had takea l.i.I")f' IGaSft 
&ad that man,. more ~e,,!)' troops we,.. ... :a.dr to 
rally.'" 

t U) Althou .. h Rout. 1:1 I • .w not bftn ~ ~ne" 
and flehtine continued as .o\R\·X loren .~k",1 t ... 

,....,in territ ... rr .round An l.uc. the .n-my ·tt.n. 
sive in Binh Lone Pt-ovinc. ha1 ended. Br 1& Jun.' 
the situation around .o\n Loc had impravlr'l to the 
point that LTC llinh. the HI Corps Comn,.n,ler. tI ... 
darlt'd that the ~iOf'l(1! ....... ov~r ,": 

I r) The remain.l.r of the y_r ... ~1"lIt in· 
puahin .. ~e enemy back fMrn .o\n 1.« anot in u· 

. chanKin. tl"flh t!'OOps (or tno • .- who h .. d par- .ICI­

pated in the def.n .. ot the tlro'finc-e c.pital. (·n 11 
Jul;; the ltlth .\R\"X Oiyision compJ.-tlrd ita ,eL .. f 
ot the 5th AR\'X DiYision at An 1.«. The "!:'th 
ARVN Divis;·.)n benn the relief of the :!lst AP..\""\' 
Divilion. on Houtel:' north ~f Chon Th .. nh. !Jiv." 
the miuion <>( ~ucinlt the enemy blOC'kinc- (OU't 

., the Tau 0 Brid .... the ~5th ,\R\":-; Divisiol1 en­
veloped the :ltronlf" point .nd ndtraJized it on :!t) 
Jul)'. ne road wu .till .ubjft't to he,....in ... nr; 
interdietor)' fire. how.ver. and considerable mm.­
~ .. "pine an,j roa~work were n«.ess.ary t-efor. thl! 

.. hil'ftway could be op.!'ned (or traffic. 
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Ie) IhIrin.. AutrUst the ISth Diyisi"n bex'an 
operations to recapture th. Quan u.i .. irli .. hl and 
~Sf' camp. The tint step wu to pin co •. eral of 
the hiltb lfTOund to the east of Quan Lol. All the 
operation went into its n ... t 10' ._:: • ..,.. advanee 
.Iowed •• the tilth Division nUrN .h. wl!lI·pre~ 

parM defensive po.ition~ of the baM c.mp. Th. 
toul('h acolnR' m .. d. repl.Ct'ment of the luu bat­
taH.ma ne(!esury un :!:I A:uC"lst; the attack con· 
tinul'd 0:1 th. fOllowinK .... y. B)' ~ ~").It.mber the 
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18tlt Dtris .... had ~hed tha ~. t..i ,.....1M'Cet' 
and .. tabUahed • Jod~An1. \hat iad"" the ___ u .. 

.... tent .ad of tbft ai"trilt. n •• ""'It' to .-un 

th. ,.t·, of QuaD Lot .talled wheft u.. 52d .... :ntent. 

18th A.llVN Oi..woa. faUed to ucu" 1M duUut· 

Inc hip .... no! ftOrth of ~ \AI. 

te) IJI la .. Sop_ ...... as 11\ Corpo ,..pond r .. 

.. ..... ,. dip poitl' in Oc:tobeP. au.dae shih44 

,... eM Aa t.e...Qou Loi .... of opeH~ 

DtYWouJ __ .u ...,. _nd t.a the .... a to 

eo.. eM Mrth.,.. .ltpr-o.xha \0 SaipL "'l&boac" 

me' 18t!t. AaV)i Di:risioft ,....b .. 4 til .. AD t..ac 

..... the Quaa Lot baM camp wu nol rwcaptund.. 

WlMa tbue a."."" dw poMibiUtr of • ~It ... 

til late OctoMr-. DI Corp. .tabilbed in • 4efenai .... 

_..... Ill' :!9 ~ ...... ber u.. 1111> Diotsioa .... 

__ nlkond by ca. 3d. 5th. .nd 8th a. ...... GrOupe. 

• total of DiD. bauaUou. 'Chr.-qh tN nit 01 the 

... -,~., - .. :' \~n;lJC) 1 
,. .... 1 

----------
B ~ ~~ .')-.2·4-· .... --.... -.: 

J-30 

,.... .... iDeo Ute ~tln period. tlw napn 

MCUnd "'" approM'Ms to All Loc. 

o I U) 11M ~ defmse 01 An Lac "'"f'ed 

Sa..,. tnNa • 4Inct th,..L By clenyinc ttt. Viet. 

C~ a proorillA eapital close to SaiCOft to wuh to 

... lilt ~ -ma.r.d.tt-~t. the SoQdt. Viet· 

~ ........ "'t tbt-ir oppat:.nca DOt only • IIIWtary ... 

f .. , but ...... .....,. "'JC~ ucI ..,. .... ... 

liel., .. ...n. ... ~I. "'-"ta ...... ai .. 

.... 1 ____ oad t.orri_ , ........ .... 

.,. ... tad ..u .. eool'dlMdIw t1M .., .... ahG tM 

1Mftiaal of tM :ocaI eoWien ..... _tewonh,.. $oath 

VM .. t.roops 0ftI"CaIIW ,.. w .... nne fand 

wit.b .. atcack 'oJ' .,.,.... aDIl dId .. ted ....... .... 

1Udl1llll tanka witIt Nl8tt.. ..... n. Mttle of Aa 

Loc ~ ... claule eut of a bei.Ltpd etty lold. 

in. oat apiut ~rwM-I .. ii,.. odda. aided both b,. 

their O'I'D &.euI:ity aad by .irpower. 



UNCLASSIFIED 
AN LOC - ANNEX J 

1. Rpe .e), !ilACDI31. :2 AIfC 7'2. $uoj: Banle of 
AD 1M I U), GDS.~. • 

I. Draft Rpt ICI, TlIAe, ....... SU,: AftnoAdlo. . a.pon. 8tnh Lona earnpai.." ten.luaUOll b, )Ie 
HoIlhlpWOl1ll' IU', pp s.4&. COS-Soc Stated.. 

l. JMI'ft&l Ie), G2/C3,. Ta.,,,"·, • Apr 1:. CpoN"ot 
S"-

.... linto IU,. BoO John Il Xc-Gitfert.. Utdtd. Subj: 
Aft t. DralL (BG lIcGllfft't ... o.put,. CC. 
TllAe darin&' the ,ie,. ot An Loc). 

lI. 110. IC), CG, TRAC to COIIIUSXACV, fI20310Z 
Apr 7'2. Subj: Dail,. CO,. .... oder'. EYah.don 
IU). Gp.~ot Stat.d. 

.. 111-. IC), CG, TlIAC to COarliSllACV, 040!UZ 
Apr 12. Subj: oaU,. Corn"""r', EnJaaUoo 
1 l,."). Cp.Sot Stac.d; Spot bporta 1("). 5th 
ARVN DIY. 01-01.011215 Apr 7%; 02-01. ru08ZO 
Apr 12; 01.02. 021900 Apr~; 03-01, 030830 Apr 
72; .... OS-Ot. 030900 Apr 12. Gp-&. 

•. a,.. lroUO), SOh DCAT, AdY Tm '0, 20 JoJ 72. 
." SubJ: Aftor.A.- ........ B ..... Loo. Campal ... 

It7%. A..,....ux 1. 
L IhIoI.. • S: II •• IC), TlIAC to COXUSIIACV, 

oeo2OTZ Apr T%. Subj: Dail,. CommancMt's EyaJu­
.don IV). Gp-Xol Stated. 

t. Sam .. as *7. p .s.. 
10. 111 .. IC), CG, TRAC to COIIUSIIACV, OT03UZ 

Apr T2. Sabj: DaU,. Commander's Enluadon 
1 U" C,..Not Staled.. 

11. Xq IC', CG. TlUe to all US £)111$ )tal. 7 Apr 
'72. Sabj~ Tac:tkaJ Alert (U). C,..Not Stated. 

12. Sam_ &II #10. 

13. lIa .. (C), CG. T1lA.C to COMUSMACV. O8023OZ 
Apr 1Z. Subj: Dail)' Commander's EnJuation un. GpoNot Stated~ Same .. #. 1. 

1 .. Sa ...... 7, P ft.. 

II. Rpt (e), 18th ARVN Diy. undtd. Subj: After· 
Action Report. Btnh Lon&' Canipail'n 1912 (U). 
CP.NOl Stated: inlame.- (0). CPT Mamn 
C. ZwnwaJt. AchiMr, 52d ARVN Rect. by MAJ 
John Cash. )IACV )fH8. 11 Apr 72. ~jron· 

16. IbicI.; Intem.w (U). DO JolUI R. MeGithrt.. 
DeC. TllAC. b), )(AJ Waltu S. Dillard. MACV 
lIR8, 10 Oct 12. Saicon (U.rn.tter referred to 
... Iater'f'it:w IU), BC lle<iillert). 

17. l1JW..; Sam. as #1; JoumaJ (e), 5th OCAT, 1 
Apr 7%, GpoNOl Stated. 

18. s.m. as #7. 
It. h,1el"'"riew fU), DC Xc-Giflerl; Sam. &II #2. ,p 

11-12; s.m ... #1. pia. 
20. Ibid.; 'nwniew fG). CPT )follett, OSA, 3d ReT 

, t;u. by lIAJ ';·,hn ('.uh. MACV )fHB. 1 Jun 72. 
HQ, TRAC. tonI: Riflh, UVN 4 Henalter refernd 
tu _ Inte"iew tlTl, CPT Moff.tt,. 

J-31 

!1. rw... , .1; s. ..... 7. P 11. 
22. h'~rri.... ,U). CPr 3(offeU. " 3-.1. 
Z3. o..ft USAF CHECO Rpt IS/NF). Paul T. J!j ... 

.... b.ch and htw J. )(.n,.. -n. Batt.le tor An 
l..oe. I AprU-ZI J .... It'rr (Ul. pp 11·11. GD$. 
NOI StatH «B.,..,n. ref~-- to .. DraIt 
CHECO Rpt): II .. IC).OO; TJlAC to COlies. 
!lACY. 140220Z Apr T2. Subj: Dan, COOlman .. 
der'. EYaI_tioft IV), C ....... 

:!&. lIItft'rlew nn. BG lIcGltfert. 
21. lb. Ie). _ .. jOn. 
H. x .. Ie). CG. TlIAC to eOIiUSIIACV. 1502:!5Z 

Apr 1t. Subj: Dall,. eo_lllaDder'. EYaluatJon 
IU).G ..... 

r.. Sam ... #7. Appndbt II. 
za. Draft CRECO Jtp~ • I.: II •• IC). CG. TIIAC 

to COJ(USIlACV. 1I103l1Z Apr 72. SubJ: Dall • 
ComlUDCler'l EY&.Iuatioa (U), Gp-&. 

:t. Sallie .. ~t1. p, 11·12. 
:10. )I •• IC). eG. TlIAC to COMUSXACV, 230245Z 

Apr 1Z. SubJ: Oail, Coaimander'a Enluation 
tU). Gp-4: Sam_ AI .2. ADDes" (211t In! I)ty), 
• F·I. 

3;. Sam ... #1. P 12-

32. IhIoI.. • 13. 

33. Sam .... 2. pp 13-11; Sam_ .. #' ... 
J.&. Same .... ,. pp 13-11. 

36. 11N4.: Draft CRECO R.~ • H. 
38. Draft CHECO R.~ •• 28-27. 
31. n.w... P 2.1: Same .. #7. p 31. 
38. Draft CHEca R.,t. pp %7-31. 
38. I~ ,p 31-36; Same .. #7. pp 3t-&O. 
40. Same .. #7. pp 40-43; Draft CREeO Rpt. pp 

35-3d. 
41. Interview t tn. CPT Moffen. 
42. Ibid.; Intern •• ( U). BG McGillen. p 20; Sam_ 

.. #7, pp 43-W; InteM'iew (U), COL William 
lIilIer. SA. 5th ARVN Diy by ltaft. TRAC. 
undtd, Lon .. Sinh, RVN {H ...... fter ,-.fernd to as 
lnteni.w I t: •. COL lfiJIerl. 

43. Sam. as ~ 7. pp 33-34. 
44. Jn~i .... (U). SG MeGitfltl't. COL Mm.r. CPT 

Moffett; Intentew (U). MAJ' Allen R. Bont.roff, 
G.3 Achiaor. 5th ARVN Oiv, by MAJ' John Cast:. 
MACV MHB, 25 )fay 72. Lal Kh., RVN: DTaft 
CHECO Rpt. I:tP 36-37. 

"'. Inteniew (U I, BG )1M;ilfert. 
016. Rpt (FOUO), )fA-CCOROS, 2'7 Jun 72. Subj An 

Loc- Sie ... Experiences. PP 3, ~. 8: lob .. IC!. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Sol.... to S1:CST ATE. 5r.a. 2<03$4% Apr 12-

SUj' lNA Troo.",.." of ~ r.... Aa 1.« 

tCl. G~No, Statad; blta"rinr lUll )(AJ aan..,. 
bJ ILU J ..... CU ... XACV MHB. ,. Apr 12. 

n. _ (U), COL KlIIor. 

... R!K (P'OUO), _ ...... " "U 

II. _ (U), CPT lIoft .... 

10. ....... 1." l"~ 

51. n.w.. " '''20, )bp (C), CG, TllAC to COM. 

US:l(ACV, _ """ OIOUU Ma, 12. Subj' 

o.u, Com-sdr', ETalaadoa (U)I C~ 

51. _ .. #2, 1_ (U), IIG IleGWm. 

U. _ .. itT, " 16-IT, _ .. #2." 23-u. 

U. _ (U), IIG IleGW .... , _ (U), 

CPT MOU .... 

J-32 

5r6. )ha I r: I. CG. TLlC to COXCSXACV. l~ 

~'7 'Tt. Slab;: DaiJ,7 Com,ni..,... t-lu.doe 

.U>, G ..... 
M. lbe IC>, CG, TIlAC to COIlUSlIACV, U02QaZ 

:x., TZ. SabJ: DaD,. Com-' d ... E'raludoa 

,Ul. Gp-4. 

IT. lWL 

II. ~ tel. CG. T2AC .. COIWSlUCY. leot:OZ 

x.." 12. _" Doll, C-_. E .. I ...... 

IU), a ...... s..._.t. 
sa Sa!M ... ', , 1L 

... low.. AaMs ., .Zla AllYN Dt.). 

II. n.w.. " I"~ 
a. STAllS .... 'D STRJPA (_ E4Itioa>, J_ 

IL ItTI. p .. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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ANNEX K 

KONTUM 

THE NY A BUILDUP 

(U) 1I1U ..... 1Iect .. t, tho Jarp.. _ .... fa 
".. ~ 01 V1_ ... talDod.' ......... 01 tho 
couatry'a total !aDd ana (See Ftc. 1:.1;. 80....,.. 
It coataiDed oa.i7 tbrw miUioa peDltLe 01' .boat OM­
lIftIo 01 tho JIOII'IladolL For dUo __ Ia the roO. ..... _panel, ... oIa&ed C ... enI BIrhJuda, DOItho. 
_ CI'fa,d "W7 hard CO wID. BotiI Norch vwm.­
Anal/VIet. Coac CNVA/VC) fomt ud Arm,. of 
vtema. (AaVN~ tI'Oopa wv. aNd III eeoaOIllJ' of 
toree rol.. Eadt :rev duri1ll' tIM d:rJ --..oa the 
ADnamit:. lIoaataiu fa ltontum ProYtaa became ... 
.,.. of inc~ ..... , acthitJ: lJ'72 ... DO p­

eepdoa.1 'l"he dTawdowD. of US .'1 at .. battal10a 
oad do_ nIoc _ 01 ... .....u.Iac 10,000 US 
mWt&rJ' peniODD.a ta VJ.t:D--. to ad:riMry roI .. 
.....uCool fa V'1oCouwoo ... ,....n.IUC, for Ciw war 
ill ... __ "all ... 01 the Amorloaa VIo-..f. 
.ado.; ~ woald be • dbub'oua blow to US 
toreip pol1e, ud ctn tIM cera,. • o.cw.d ad­
na.tap at &be r. -pdathtl' tab) .. 

. (e) Aa ..n7 .. tke ~dJ. of o.c..ber tt'11. 
alUod fo.... fa 1M c..enI Bfchlaodo 01 lIill ..... _2_· ................. 01 ......... __ 
bei "II' made by the __ 7 for • major offeai" ta 
the wiDw/aprina of 1m. AltYN IDtaW~ r .. 
porta aDd intuTl' ption of PW. and Hoi CJaaaU 
~ larww .eaJ. enellll' troop mOft!lledta fIoolIII 
baH ..,.... fa Camkdia and Laot iDto DOrthem Jtoa. 
tum ~ TheM eoura. a1.o nportad that u.. 
camp lip. would be • J..phuQ otfenam with Phue 
I from rT JAIl.,., • .,dJ '1 r.....,; PbaM II from 
1 F.m.ar, CO I. l".m.ar,; i'IIaH m fro.. I. 
P"bra.at7 to Z9 F.bruar')'. Th. hip paiDt of the 
off.... ".. to be characterlsecl by attacb oa 
T.., Caah:/Dak To C. the ftn IGpport bases Oft 

Hoek... IUd.., aDd the ma.ill popw.tiOD euten of 
IOQtw:IiI Cit:' LxI Plril:u City.S la addition. VC loea) 
foree acttrity in th .. .authem portion of ~Ultary 
Kerion 2 aDd ill the eoutaJ p~iDea would ineru.M 
in u attempt to .. uer wide17 th. ARYN forns 
and ttJu make the JUP:l&JKb nlDerabl. to a multi· 
diYiaional aUQck iD. ][onblm ~ With th. 
wpportjn. a~acb of VC un.ita bt. traditlonall, Vc. 
domilaat:..i Sinh D'.JIh Pro-riDee. a .'OeHSI; OIl the 
][OftCUm battJd'.eJd would eaabl .. til. NY A to eut 
t:.. RepubUc of V!ebW:D iD two azxI thua dbcndit 
the -.-:;:-.miutiOll ProcTam.. :nteUI.r-ftA lOuren 
identified the eontrollinc hndqu.rten for the Im­
pend~ NVA offeuin in the Cntnl Hirhlands 

K-I 

.. tIM 84 Front. Itl .. .lor coaabet anita ...... tH 
_ NY A DIm ..... tho Zd NY A Dlmloo, oad .... 
orpaW eolllh&t DIlIta of tIM B--3 Front .. hieh 
equa.lled utOtMr dtriaioa. The:se NVA IIIliti .... 
auppl __ ted. b,. VC ru!a fora aDd. local f01"H 

uita aDd tIM Z03d Armor a..;_.t from Ba.aoi 
Bid Commoad.' 

(C) Dae to i!acftul .. fMieationa of &A bD)N'ftd­
Iq off .... "' the US adrIson in 1I11.ltaty Recion 2 
1I"Wked closel, .:'h their COWlterpa.ru to utilts. 
the remafnine CS ..... ea fa Vietna!r'_ Thne .... ea 
...,.. the air canJ17. tactiea.l air IUpport (TACAlR). 
aDd B-62 Itrik ... Th. air eaq.J,.,. ...... ued to n­
eoonalt8r boW1l _em,. bue areas alone tIM tri­
llo __ 01 Laoo, ~bodla, and v ........ oad 

also to the ..... rt.h ... t of KoDtwD City In the Pie! 
Trap VaD.,.. n. air canby and th. USA" forward 
aU COfttroUen wu. able to deteet _em,. crabt.in.C 
.,.... eontainmtC IDOCk-up tanb. mortar po.ition.t. 
aDd larEe bunbr complex ... • 

(e) Darin. the Iut .... of JaDUU)' tIM flnt 
aI,utinp ...,.. mad. of enem,. armor aetiYlt7 ust 
of au. Ana 809 (s.. Fie. )[.2). On 25 Ju.uary 
two Com CUMhip pilota from the 3alat Aerial 
W_pGftI Compom,. reported enpcine two t&hb iD 
the Pin Trap Valle,. (Dot bulieated OIl map) just 
.... t of Rocket RJdp n. pilot. alao sa. four 
other tud,. UDder trees in the ana. In this .. me 
.,.... anoth .. Cobra team reported .iehtinl' .UI: MtI: 
of tncb made b, armored YehieJ... Subsequent 
Tiaual l'IConnaiaaanee did not locate the tanka. bQt 
th. tracka iDd.icat.d that the enem,. had at I .... t 
OD. armor eompan,. bt. the ana. Further tank 
.iehtillp b,. U9 CUn,hips 0ttUrT'ed on 30 JuUU"J 
aDd ,poradic:aJl,. thernfter. BecauM th... "por.:: 
could not be substantiated b,. ~und neonnaisaance. 
little endfmC ..... ciTen to them b,. the SUe: 
adYisory .talf. 

Ie) Throuch the ,""ulta of the .. r.connaiua..~ 
otf1'orta and the patrolHnr of the Border Rana-t-n 
from tJN .... pport baa" at Oak Pek, Oak Seanr. 
and Bell Het" the US ad ... ison w..,.. able to cond~t 
0"" eo B-52 .trikn darinr the mOllth of January. 
Frieadl, territorial foren. the Re~cma.I and Popu­
lar Fo~ .. (RF I PF·). incnaaed their aethit,. durinl' 
Januar,. b,. eonciucWtI' H'f'eraJ p-ounci and airmobile 
opentJona in battaJioll stnncth.. while ARV~ 
recular fore" concentrated on streroctheninr their 
defenses in Kontum. ,nd Binh Dinh Provinen.:". 

r:!IS :-.~,::: 
. ·.··3I:-U:D 

On.!",r :._ .. , 
------------- -- t:.:.-;; -: __ ~- .. ---r--. 
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tU) Upon waluation of .U .nJiabl. \nt.mcnu. 

the ARVS n Corps '_Iwf. led by LTG ~p D,,\I;. 

planned the deieMe of the C.ntral BiplanQ. While 

tIM us uYbon w.n kevt inlOrQIM of all denlop­

mnta. the Vwtnam... tbfl'l\Mh'., fonn\llattd the 

• feMe ptan. n.. key t:~ ,1",,.. in thll p1"OCUi WIS 

Xr. Jobn Paul VaJUI,- the only ciTiJiaa ...,. Mlected 

to "-d the ~tT elton Ja OM of Sou,dI Viet­

aaQI', lDiUtary ft&'ioDI. VUUI IsM lpetit gqr 11 

,..,.. in Viec:um. first sa an arm,. oMcer .ad then 

.. a emltan. a:nd .... hlchlY rnped.ed ""Oftl tile 

Vlemam.... peoplL· 

(C) Durin, the fint ... k of rebrury the 

Vietnam ... Air FOIft (\'"!IlAF) aM. US air eaYalJ7 

contiDued to "pon sipeinp of -.my annOI' ... 

WNio,.. Mpa 1'0 bail4. Dota!Dents captured durin, 

the ... k of " to 10 Febl'\1&t'7 COItfinned th. 

preMDC'e of the 320th NV A Dirision ill the B..3 

Prallt. On. document also sta~ that the 3:2Oth 

.... composed of the ..atb, 52d. aQd, 84th tnfanuy 

. aer.mentl and the 14th Aran...,. RqimeDL Th. 

total stnncth of th dirision .ad its ''P«ia.I b.c.­

&alJou .... listed at 10.400 ma. AD a.ceompu.yWl 

40cument r't'ftal~ tM.t both 122mnl end l30mm 

SoYi_t n.td. PM with ran .... up to 17 mil .. Wltr.r 

IMinc ilIIIlu.ted to the tribofder ana.' 

(U) As a retwt of this iD!ormacon .LTG Dzu 

ordered COL La Due: Oat.. th. MoW coDlllla:l.der of 

the AllYN- 2:U DiYilion. to lMJ'ft the dirilion fllr­

ward CP, the ,7th. RecizD_t.. and. locbtieal INpport 

to the Taa CaDb/Dak To II ~ which ..... &hud,. 

occ-upied by the 22d DiYiaioD.', 42d. RecimdL ne 

rao .. ",.nc. of the lilli,deal aDd diYision maiD el .. 

m.nta ff'Oftl, th. ~ioD baM camp ill a. Gt. BiDk _ 

Dlnb. .... accolDpl1Mc;d. Oil th. Tth u.cI 8th of 

P.t.ruary.'" ID addition. .1flM;na 01 the 19th CaYalry 

1lel"irMDt 1r9R ordered \0 the Tao Cuh .Ha \0 

,.Woru ~. dirision's orpnie 14th C ... .u-,. Reci­

IDea.L COL Dat pl.act!d. this new anaor support at 

Btu, Bet w.caUM he felt that au,. NY A armor 

.... ult lDat tome mill that di~tion. LTC Tuonl'. 

the 11 eo,.,. MIlior U"1I\or oftker. arcued ap.iT'tlt 

tlris de:plo:tn\ent since it tied the AI1ItQr to static 

position&. He felt that these unita .hould be ' ... p~ 

frM for. mobil. dele"..' Th. 2d AJrborn. Bri .... 

from L'te GO'f'ertUrliQt 01 Vietnam', stn.~ nserr. 

wu a.lso C'Ommitted toO the fi... support baH. on 

Jlock.t IUd,.. LTG On then defined bis command 

strucQaJ'e. COL O.t ... p~ in commaDd of the 

ou. To aru to iMh.d. the border tall""" camps 

at Ben. S.t. Oak )lot.. Dalt rek. Oak Sun,. and 

PI" Support .... 5 aad .. COL Lone, "KontlUII 

Prcm~ Chid, .. rwpoMible for ltontulll Clr,. 

and COL 1'lsonl. lb .. Corpl Dquty for Opotracions., 

wu riyen command in Plei1nL.1• 

(C) T.t paned lto....,.r. and tMre wq no otf.,.­

siv •. N.vertheless. c.n. eYi~.r.c. of enemy IM;ttle!ield 

\0.. _ • 

..... 1 

,""pando. tonthr ..... to ,ft(,.. .... In .... effort. to 

disnapt thor ofMfJI,.-1 tim.tabl. the l:SAF n ... mo" 

than 80 B-!2 miqiOIU In lb. Tan C"hanh lIto"a 

durin. lb. nnt ~,.. ... 1(, of Yebru.ary.lI 

. t Cl ..... w.nt NixeD', "rialt t.o Comm\lll.ilt China 

from 11 Ui 21 ,.~ I" ... ny to bell ... that 

the en ... ,. woola L~pt W\OelIereM kQYity to 

dhcndIt tit. u.fGttut ~ bet"wfta the two 

pro-..n. 0-. apb tit. -..re, acted eontrarJ to 

hltelU,... iISd __ t.H.. S. coolinMd to aYOld dlrKt 

_......,._a but ~ m. inte1'd1«inl .ttack,. 

on tIM Un .. 01 ~rIUl\\Dic.tioe a:nct minor inttaUa. 

tiona. The llumb9r of priaonen alKt Hoi. 0.. ..... u.. 

t~ to a trktd.. In p"""'" ,. .. ",. this t"WI 

lienal_ i.pencII,.. atlWL S ..... iUant. contiallM to 

dettd ... ..twafd: lIIO ...... t of nem,. lupplin 

hlto XottbUIl ~ bt Ifft_ amOWlt. Wn rrer 

beton. Still, the ott .......... deta,.. beca.UM the 

NY A/VC Wlita had dittkulty '"n moYinl their IUp­

J:U. forward mto attack position. due to haY}" 

US B-U and TACAlR stfi1o: .. on ~. ba.u aru.. 

In ,...,... to air eanlry .UrYeiUann and. ARVN 

tnteW .... ftport.. Thveton,- the Tet ,.rind w .. 

peanIul. Ne'ftI"theI.... eDma, "..pan.tion of th. 

battlefltid ~hacW \u.nker ad ned eOMtnxtion. 

l'KOftuiauDee operatlo.... And movem.nt into at. 

tadt poeit:5oDa. all of which porunded .• mauiy. 

enem, off.DIlge. n. attack .... ited olll, an ad. 

~ .. m,. -,...-onnel and 10eiatieal situation .nd 

f.vunbt ..... tlsw coaditioas..': 

tCl T. brther bola. the d..t .... 01 tM hl,la. 

Judo. ... Alrbome DIYWoa B_run ...t 

another brtpd. moved. to lConhUa in the fint .... k 

of !larch &ad toM o .... r nspo"Uibility for d.fer .. 

of Koe.twD City and the MQUtem portion of 1Co ... 

tum ~ Af\ft the middl. 01 Maz,eh eontacts 

wida lu-pr ...... ,. pita bepn to iDttft,. sl".ifl. 

dfttl,. On. major incld ... t 1t"\5 initiated by the 

actiona of the 2d Airborne Brlpd. .lonr RQCket 

JUdp, whieh ..... ult.d In th. e.ptun of ..... ral 

pW, and one Hol O_k. n. contacts Wft1j witb 

~V A battaHOD ,ise for«s and marked the end of 

the period of en",,. rel~tant. to enc .... in major 

eomb&t. ne f'allier and PW"s "POrted that the 320th 

SV It. Pivi,ion would s"Ppor1: the B-3 Front and 

pet1ic-ipate in aft off .... iTt. durinl the P9nod April 

to 5e1)tember. TheM SOUI"'Ufl .lso "POrted ... inl 

man,. tanka in the baH a,... thro-..Ilh whieh the" 

had mowed .and heann, that YV A .rmor \lniu would 

~lDpany 8-3 Frcmt 6J"OUftd fore .. durin, the com­

inl otfentiYL The,. also told of maaai ... tuualtiH 

Nld materi.1 des1J'1KUon lntlicc..d on Wtits in their 

ana by 8-52 strik ... \S 

tU) ne", ..... n th ..... oth.r siplficant .nemY 

eont.acu. One of th ... o«v.rnd 30 kilo.,,~ north 

of Kontum. Clty when the 23ct RanEer BatUlion 

wa. .utTO\lncMd while ....... i.nl" a B452 strik •. 
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KM.' tactl~.1 .Inlr,k ••.• nllierr. ana .~"t"",rtlnl 
1-5: .t,..k ........ Nq\ur", to •• 1 •• ' 'hi f ..... n· 
~".kout A I" .. r 1M ..... "".nt ON',,~ tNol.~n u.. ,a,h Bont.r Rat: .... ,. B.It.!~"' .,,·t t~ Hht 
1t~':II"'t. 2d N'· A DI"u"" IIOrUI .f a. .. He" At 
the mel 0' the motItlI .J.""",~ of the .'t,. 1t.l'iM"'t 
alNl the Zd Airbo".. 8,.. ... cM .pin nt .. " .. ." ron_ 
&wt aJon, ._!let )lJdp. n. trtndl, loru. took 
..... Y7 toll of the .~kln. NV A forn. With the 
support of B-lla and US aNI VN'AI' tM'\kaJ •• ,. 

IC) n ... ,~.tul AJtV" oft.nsl" KUons .ncI 
the eMM7 f.Uu,.. to laUDl'h hie .nnw",," ott .... i.,. 
on IC~. uadu), aflwttd tbe U COf'PI 'laft: th.r Mt-P to doubt whether the ...... , ,......... tM 
n.palMlit, te at~k his "httd obj«tlYn. The, 'elt 
!ll..t ..... conti.·led "...un Oft 0. ..... , tJIrou.h 
IM...-..d ,..tl"Oliln.. the &ftI'"I1Y...... ., the td 
AJI"borN Brtpd., and the ,.IenU ... UN of .... It. 
able .Ir iWOUl'H8 had haruMd the ...... , tutll. 
~_tl, to .1&, his ,nparaUon of the battJilfteld. 
Therelo,... N,U .. Ued AaV~ aWl'fftSJ ... 1T01&Ad 101:. 
uwtt, .nd .... 1... air .upport ..... 141 den,. til. .,..:w, the imt!ati ... aDd Ndu« the du. duraUOft. 
and .ftwt! ... " ... of the plaaoeca ofl .... I .... U 

(r.) 1.. the fint week of AJril till ... tJ .. te 
appnnet ,to be atturate .. the 320th NY A DI .. I.I ... •• 
41th .nd 6Znd Rel'i"' ... ta .uatalned !MaY}" \oMH 
In ...... ulta OIl the lin bun on Rocket RIdp. B-5Z. 
... *tkaJ ai~rat\ ~tlnued te ~ .t the 
auMd .....,., lort'n I. thle a,.. IIntl' lour te n .. . 
..... ,. t.ttaJlons w.,.. fW1Kf..-.cf COIItt.t lneflectl .. . 
A )Wiaoner laken In on. of tMM attacb conllrftMld 
Ud. inlormatlolL. H. report .... that reintornm .... ta 
...,.. 1at1ltratln. dajl,.. no .. .,.r. and the unlta • .,.. 
r ... inlnc U.oir ortlinaJ atna""'. At the .. mo UM. 
the Ud aad nth ARVN Re.,im.nb w.,.. 1ft • .,., 
coatact DOrth and. ... t of Oak To with .Iem.nta 
of the 2d SV A 01.,.1.10" and the Mth JUI'i ..... t of 
the .... "'7 B-3 FronL PrUoraen ea,,"nd I. th ... 
ton~ Indito.t..t that the .. I..wa ., the !d 
01.,., • ..,. ... to .. ,.. Oak To II airfield and the 
hadqual'ten of tho W ARVN JUKim.nt at Taft 
Cuh, ..... n .. to dost"'7 friendl, art.UI.", unita 
aJonl' Pto'I'ind.1 Rout. 612. Th. 84th ReIiM .... t had 
rftOnnoitend the Ta" ealJ~ fi»rnpound .nd wa. In 

the n".1 plao""", .. "_, .. hr t'" .tt,,·k. Tlt. priM". 
." ,tid _t k"., ... 11'1. U",. '1)' tho an.k'k out WH. 
".,,.In ~"el It ..... '"'....,,"~ .. t " 

fel H.a~lft .. th ... ~r't •• LT~ 01t.i t.l~ thot 
he had iAlylhtt .. • I~ .. •• UN Dell To .,.. I. 
fin .. "Wr • rnuitl·dIYI ... nal '.:VA aClark. H .... nt .... 
to bollter Ow o.k T. t"",,, wilh fU". AJtVS 
Mttah.". 11"0'" dinh Di,," .nd th"s I.... Uta, 
JWHIftH .U1ppod 0' .lRVS ,...-uJ.,. fOIT" .M do· 
I.,..,.. onl,. tlo, wrntOf'1aJ 'O"He. lIr. V.nfl. he_· 
... .,. tonrl~od L1C; DIu th.t .wh • mo"'. Ml,l'It 
pro... dlaulrou. \' anll pnpoMCl thaI th. .,.. of 
O,"NUO ... 0' the 2-,., 0..,.1 •• 11 be adJUlited to Ii" 
It ..... "'poftIIlbUIt, In "ont",. and thu •• lImina .. 
tIM IMOd to ...... tho: battaJloft. from 81nh Ol"h. 
With thll ,I •• tho t.Io:~17 .rder of bettl •• ho_ed 
ttt. 124 Dtwt.lo" with a total.' 13 banaU • .,. ~n. .t.,.,.. .1 th,.. boN,", "",,1" Nllalk.n.. .t,hI 
A RVN InI.ntrr '-ttaU.na and etout f'Om par ..... 
ta .... I". lector tOorn.. and 10 tubes of artm.",; 0 •• 
Airborne Dirisio" with "a airborn. batulJon •• on. 
border ranl'ft' battalion. and It tu~ eI ..... Ulerr; 
ltonlUr.l IOttor with aNn,." ITOUP ., two bettaUOfta 
and ton'ltorlal ( •• "('.,.; ."d 10 tanka bolon!lfn. to 
0.. 110. .nd Ht I C .... frr. Rect"'.1I1a .p ...... 
bot ... n PI.lku .nd s... H.L 

fe. Thi. "".UI'""" "t atrained tho I ... iatkal .up­
port 01 ARVY (oru. north of V. Olnh duo to 
.... limited r.pablll,:· ot the .Inel. roa4 Into tho 
ares.: ~ .. thl. postun u.. .A.RVN f.rn. w.,.. es; • 
t" .... I,. yuJn.rab" to ..... .,..101»1'11 .... ' whkh would 
lMlat. all '01"1:" north of V. Dlnh. Ho •• yor. LTG 
DlIu I ... or.d u.... ",.talk.1 probleMa. "'M~ 
baraue h. ... •• uJtd., orden lroM p,...id.nt Thieu 
to hold t.rrlt.1"J at all tOOts. The pm.un ~". 
tlnued to IMn .... tio ........ r ••• Ute .n.m, buildup 
t'OfttinuM. 

Ie) HI. problem, "w. rompoundod b, th. In_ 
.ftIC'U" leadership .( COL Oat. tM 22d DI.,lafon 
COMmander. whoa. Inop~ handline ., a o:o",bat 
.... uh b, tho tth Alrbom. Battall.n ,...ulted In 
tl'lo 10., 0' two h.lic.pters, • r.uun to e3lpl.It t_. 8-&2 .trik .... nd dlyi.lnn ... b.t ........ th. :l'!d 
OI.,IIoI.n and tl'l. Airborn. Ot_i.lon.'" 

THE ATTACK ON TAN CANH 
IU, On: 14 April Fin Support .... Charll. ,.s­

,.11'. K·t, on Ute north.rn end .t R~ket Rld..-
raNI ........ r 300 mj.'" l06mM howitzer ... d 1$mm 
rwom ... ring rouftda lollo ... ed b,. • IT'Ound .tl&C"k 
front tho 4th NVA Jl,I'iM ... L Althou .... us Cobr .. 
and _tinl allTralt •• ,.. abl. to alow th. Initial 
w .. ftH •• t 2230 hours tho II tit Airborne Battall.n 
... lore-ad to withd,. •. )f4J J.h" Dutf). th. 
Sonior Ad.iao,. to the be.tu.Ii.n. w.. the 1 .. 1 to 

K-S 

1M.,. tho po.iUon, H. Mted Ihat II.,. o( th. nine 
e".m, a"tl.I",,.It Cun. that had rin.-.d the tt,.. 
be. .. had be." dfttuy...J and that a. man, •• 1.OOU 
bodl .. froM the an_kin ... nemr forn .... re Ir:n .. 
of! the periM.t.r ... 1,. •. 11 

Ie. Tn .. 421.nd. 47th AR\'S R.1'1,,",nt. tanli"u", 
th.i,. .t..mph to ro"lrol the rid .. """ .round T.ft 
Cant. lnd Oak To I!, but " .... i1 f.n t..rk tOo the 
maIn rom pound. On tn .. !'.ft." the III Battaho" u( 

.") I -.... .. . -.. , 
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1". 41d .... 1.,,1,1" '" a ... ti,...l" t-o ... .m) 

"att.II ... ,.. ",aloin. ""H,·ply IlIIpo .. tbl •. ("OL Dot 

",ad. ~ ... ) r .... ;. att.19'If'\a Ie ... Itrr. thl, lo~. 

Oft u.. : al. an.r 1'\1"""" wt .f a""""unitlOa. 13 

., u.. ""'C' ""w. UI U •• battal," nit.,... _. te u.. 

r ... "" ....... 1'''' .... ~ft4.u 
• C) ()"t :0 4"til. u.. VIetAa ...... 10lnt C..,~I 

S\aIf '-"lUI"'" 'k, ........ 01 OM llI~rD. ~,".cI. 

.f tJt,,... btll{&.lo", aM th .... taJoft a .. "t co."' ........ 

,.., IJ"CI"ft )hillaf"J leeton n. T. nil 1M ,.. .. Ih. 

Ith Jla,.,pr G,...~, ... brotf,ht Ia h'ata M ..... and 

~ ISo!' O~VI'IO" ... 1&IMd 1"- olet Alr\9,.,.. Dt.."ICPtI 

a,.. ., ... ,."1.10'" wio .ta U4 ......... 

Itn At lI30 "Hn ... 21 April. at1M' ... oral 

~r- .f ) ... , artillery att.ck .. tM ~JlVM torm 

., "'" Su,,..... .... Delta _ Jock" IUctce ..... 

....,.. •. n. •• /ondo". ~ ...... el OIM alrMmo 

'*lipan, u.4 10M N"pUI)' ot u.. Id au ..... G~p. 
M4 MW a"tli fa NY A atuck .u,ported bJ' tJt,,... 

~k, t~ th.m \:Ie wtthdnw. 0. 12 ,\"'"" la 

III'ftr .. an_ tItd- wtbaru Oft aock" IUd,.. u.ct 

rh'a 4qth .. tho baw.tl.td. L To 0.. 1IHn'tId __ 

., ,. .. utili.,.,. .. DiMII It ... Ia [)U T. Diatrict. 

V .... ,.... • ...,... \hie ...... tOf' Mnnl ... k, kt 

laM ... ,rt"rlou.aa, .... bI. Ie eoft'riate 0. .. of t\l 

nI,...'· 
IU} .,. %3 April tM .f ..... Ia the Tu Ca"h 

.,... a,,..,.. adoqaate. Th. ajrbol1l. torl~ &Ad 

ran .... &t the nn ,u,pvl -... .. I.e'!k.t JUd~ 

we" w.n supplied. net,. AIIMrlcu ""'bc. n ~ 

,w.n4 u..... to be Odlleat combat afllta. The 

41th A R\"~ JllwilMftt a" 0. .. To 11 IwI a toni.,..,. 
., tanu ..,.. OM airborIM '-""at*' ha .1I.pport. n., 
, ...... twe lotnt. ...u .... ~ aM nuJM!'DUII 

II·TI U.M anuwall weapoN ILAW,. Th Ud DIYI­

..... a" T ... Canh had \he dd Re~ .. ent anet .... 

llletwktft .f \he 4ht .... 1 .... " ..., tJM. compound. 

".. pm..n eo .. ,"_ 1.200 b'ooopa. whkh iMlucied 

100 t,.. 1M support. .I ....... ta ~ ",,.,.nbed Into 

"" 4.1....... plaa ., the COIIIpouncL Por anUt.&.ftk 

.tallM lhe compound ha4 t-.e 106111111 !Woill ... 

till ....... r Oft. hUDClh4 ".12 .. ~ a C01llper., ot 

1I_41 ""ilL More thaa 10 babes of 106mrn and 

166... utili.". wen hi "pport. n. .,... ap­

.... toG c. bI prope .... for t.ho _v.1u.dJ-ria_ atta<k 

.. hid. th,..wnod.:O 

Ie} 0, Z3 April. alUtoulh .1.". of aD hnmiftOftl 

...... , .tt ... I.,. had been p ..... t .Ian .. rt, 

Jaau&l')'. tA. 10". a •• lted campalp had ftot ,ft 
-...,... COft\atu _Ith lit.... qalta 01 nC\lw NV A 

fon-ot t..d 1M,...... .I.nillH"U, \II u.. ,,...,io\la 
t ... .-ka sa u.s Taft C.nh/Dak T. n .,... Juad 

~. ondrdod b) _u:. 'o~. n.. ,rtill9ry nro 

hed I_,..,a.ct tr._ ZO to 10 ~ p"" da, In 

lac. )I.t'('h and .. r17 A,ril to approximatol, 1,000 

reuftda; • day I" 1M ,,.. ....... two __ Il,. Th. Oftem,. 

~ al"My Mtur.d Il.,. terni" to Ih. north and 

f 

... , 01 U.o Tall c:...h tolllpDund and ...... able to 

,18('. lit ·vo ... , •• bMrtHI t1re onto 1M tOft .. In.i M. 

I U) L,t ..... tr ~ at a bu"ko" on tho 1IOrtha;.t 

.Id. of tho Ta. Canh ,.nmeter on U April. CPT 

1ta~ H. DoWN .... iIrlbI ....... Aci'fiM,. co ~ 

':cI AA VS ..... illWftt. paW little au.ntiOft CO tho 

C'OMtaat ... ..,.. of a.nIlIet7 ...... lr.at tlte whlCb 

ton Ulto Fala Oft ,tit; Na......... 2U Dtmion 

t ...... nI ""''"''''- .UtMacll M .... ee.pt.t.;y 

..,.... toe '-hta .... n' ..... acn,..~ nn. lie calml, 
and 1IM\I.nall, Qr."," t:! alntnl .. _CO ~ 

........ hi ... ,. ll .. "k'tftalltoM COI,lnw".rt. S. II ....... 

\hat .... "-Ita.'" ., tfIe del. 11l.0fH'Ud til, low 

lIi ... l taU, Ia a ........ by ...,..l.io. wu aI.~ tall"'" 
a tIofte ... adtna "... tho ..ts:_ 1"2Ja. f'OClr.c. 

uo.u. Mttl.".. pd u.. -.ortaI' 1" ... ancI awd" 

the US aJl"pOW9r II ...... ceoNl_tlnI' If tho, .....,.. 

.. el..,. Uw lSI. wMcll ....... ...,......,. cleM to 

thetr pwt .. eteI'. at. au..atioa was ...,rnofttariiy 

1II..rted \0 the .,. of th. ... ph who,.. OM 

., tAo .... , tanka ha4 PM to unload a CTOW'm&II 

.... had __ wounded bJ ...all AI'mS ttn. At that 

1MfIMII' a ,,"UiaDt t1aah ..... attoftlpaDyin. n»ar 

slmined that tho taftk had ..... lilt bJ an "emJ 

puta.k ... ,. au ditstao,'" t,,. to tho fn­

quOMJ .to .hklt the ....... , had \.Mn atiUa.iq 

tho ...., Neat. UN V'Wtna",... i ,mediately re­

pol teo thl, .. the CawM ., the or.'lMioa to CPT 

Dobbtna. DobI:riat flGkkl, NIl"" • ,poe ,..port to 

the ~ ___ ....... ,DTOC) 

w"-" tho eaD .... t.k. by )(,u Jon Wi... tho 

G3 attriaer wJto br-oq:ht It to the atuDdoa ., COL 

Philip ltaploa. the Soolor A_ to ... 2U DiYlsIoQ 

.... LTC T....-!II.o.m. .... Dopu., Soolor Ad­

'riaor a' tM Z2d bTOC. After • brei ctbcusioa 

tM th .... al'l'"'4 that the ~ft WU' DOC suU.bl • 

tor a s-.o ncket a'nee t'ta eff_tIft ;-an ... t. onl,. 

toO ... tan aDet dw _, .... 0.,... J« m.wn from 

wh.n dw ta .. k w .. lIit. COL ~plan.. ~ TC )leCl.in 

anet )(AJ C..,.... Can.o,.. tho Sonior Ad'l'iaot' to tho 

14th AJ1'nOrtJdI ea .. lr)' Rociment. p~odod to tho 

clntl'07_ tank. At that 1D01Mft' a wire ruided 

.. I .. ito whtsked "'111' tt..lr hea4a and .~k another 

taDk so... UO meten. to tho nortJs 0' ~ir poIij. 

tion ., tIM JUJ" pte. LTC xcCrair ran to tho 

.,.hitl. ,.theria .. up ..... 30 to .&0 moton of thia 

toPP"' win. R. notlHd a amall hoi. about th .. 

.iu of a .U....,. dollar in tho h-o.,taI armor. t:'ndn • 

noath u.. tank .... the tail .... mba' of a ,.. kat.. 

£1unlnatiott ....,oalect daia u.otublJ to be about 

t.Ano lnc:h(ooa ia diara.taT • '"" tw., bobbins 01 .. ire 

and two jot DOUl .. attached to t.. I)od,. Th. thrn 

ad'l"laon qukkJ, :'tt\I.mod to the diYi.ioa TOC .. 

DobbIns t:OI'Iunoed to dtNe:' IlIr alnk ... Befo,.. Kap­

Lan. )IcC.aba. aad Can.r tould ,.tum to the DTOC. 

IWo mo" ruidod .. I •• n •• _" fired frolh n .• hi!,h 

IT'Ound to da. north .. t in lhe vk'lDi'y of a Buddhb; 

f;QNFloe.T~L 
~ .. -":. \~.; i::;.::J 
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.I~~.-I'_>'_~'~_"'._'_~. ____ ."'.'_~ __ ""'_"· W,-.,,. ... · ~ "'- .... --~ .-.... ~--... -

pqodL AU • .,...d that til. tntnKluction of tbb 
_pbiatieated equipment micht .!cnal th. beainninr 
of the lon,-awaited oU.DSin. The time was 1031 
boan. At that momn.t • larKe UDloaion rocked the 
OTOC MDdinl' peopw and tqwpmeat crubinl' about; 
then aU .... quiet aNpt tor the ~ utiU...,. 
f1n which c:oatiaued to .hak_ tht: earth .bn .. 

(U) The diYision TOC wu • " by 30 foot rein.­
forced. bunker eoftlitrPcted of beamll ud pierHd 
.teel plankin&, with • doubl. layer at sandbal'l and 
.... buried about flcbt feet tlnderrroand. The impact 
of the blut had toued ... ryon. about like match· 
.ticks Uld blown oat .. .,.raJ wan.. The DT()c 
eomlllllmieatiODl room and equipment &Dei the ,I .. p-. 
bl" area of the din-ion TOC o.fftcen had bee 
de.~yod. .u LTC J(cClaln pullod hlmHlf .. hU 
tNt. • rinrinl' Mllsation caused by the blast eoa­
tfnued. He soon reaUzed that COL Kaplan and lIAJ 
Wise bad serious head wounds. No other Americans 
.ppeard iDjund. but there wen about 2<.1 AllYN 
dad and ..noualy wounded on the d."ris-.tnw'n 
fioor of the damaced DTOC. lLT 10lm Jones, an 
opentiona olfir.er, and CPT David Stewvt. divbion 
strnaJ adviaor. bepn to banda,.. Wfse and Kaplan. 
.. hit. lIcClai:1 treated the .-ounded ARVN. While 
the wounded were beinc c \I'-ed for, COL Kaplan 
Dode:-' tbat .moke bad be un to fin the DTOC. 
Th. creosoted tim.bers wbicb reinforced the banker 
in the communications room had been lpit.d b,. 
the blaat and bad .t&ned to bum furi.m.ly. Th.r.· 
were DO fire e: :tiDcuisbers present. ud after .. "eraJ 
lud). attempta to doUH the flames with water, the 
bunku ... encuated. COL Kaplan and LTC Mc­
Clain insum that e'f'lIr.'On •• as removed fronl the 
bunker before th.,. deparhd.~ 

(C) Xeaawhil •• Stewart uxl UAJ Julius Warmath 
.tarted to Ht up a new di"ia,i?n TOe in the .ud 
Beaiment TOC usinc us sienaJ eqai!)ment. The 
dhi.ion .Jowly repined a part of its composun, 
but a seed of doubt had been planted in the mind 
of their leader. COL Dat. Th. vir. auided missile 
bad de'tUtated more than the command bunker; 
it bad shattend the 22d DiYisic.n', confidence in 
itMJ!. A f"Jin,. that the NV A were bettu soldiers 
and must win had seemed to take hold on nearly 
eYery responsible individual. By noon the enem!, 
had taken a heavy toll of the ARVN forcn throul'h 
the ase of the wire cuided missile. The five M ... U 
tanka within the cunlpound were aU destroyed by 
the misaiJes. Se'f'eraJ bunkers were hit in addition 
1.0 the division TO':. But the most impomnt d ... 
struc:tion bad been psyeliol0r1caJ. At 1100 houn 
Vann, despite heavy enemy artillery fire. land.d at 
Tan Caah to l,lIqui,.. about the decayinl' ciblation. 
H. noticed thP.t there ... as no ARVN counterbatte-ry 
tire and that the MEDE\' AC of wounded ARVN 
soldie-n was entirely an American effort. After dis· 
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cua.inr the situation with th. adYilOn, Vann 
dir~ted them to Implement th.ir plan for Hea1M 
and PaSion. H. the~ deparUd,. takinr with him 
Mveral VJetDam ... chilians who wen emploY*! by 
th. adriMrs.22 

(U) LTC KcC1a1n aDot MAJ Wannatb worked 
COftStantly durlnc th. afternooa to Innn that aU 
of tIM woanded Were ~ted. lD addition to 
dinc:tinr th. helicopters throup iDcnuinC artiJl....,. tJ,.... tJM ad'f'iso,., tum abo carried the litter 
patients to the aireralt. Th. ~ind'" of tls. .. ad· 
Tison wen etlcaced In the direction of TAe.\lR 
ontu enemy tarctb near the compound. With """. exception ot th. tncreued artiU.,.,. fire and amall 
l'J'Ound probes the remainder of tit. afternoon and 
eariy aveninl" puud without .irni:ficant incidents. 
Th. enemy cUd not moy. QJldl 1900 hours wMn th.,. 
Uned up ten a.4O and 8-41 rocket launchers on the 
hleh rroo.nd near the L-19 airstrip. Aided by the 
heavy bvrace ot artillery which kept the AllYN 
forees under COYer. they wen able to lob rounds 
of B .... O into the ammunition dump. One 01 senraJ 
direct hib Icnited a larea fin which set off a 
ehain of aploatoM and dfttroyod the stored am· 
munition. At 2100 hours CPT Richard Cassidy. the 
Distrid AdYisor of Oak To District. received word 
from ht. counterpart that tanks were mo";nl' 
tbrouCh the hamlet of Oak Brunc toward Oak To 
Distriet Headquarters. Casaidy relayed this report 
to the 22d DiYisiOD TOe and requested that a·Spec. 
tre C·130 runship be mad. aYailabJe to counter thia 
threat.2S 

(e) At 2300 hoqn Spectre arri"ed in th. Tan 
CaM area and imm~iateb' bepn to .scan. the Oak 
Brune hamlet aru with its tntrared and telmsion 
tra.ekinl" mechanism .. After 15 minutes the cunship 
I~a.ted a COJulllll of 18 tanks Dlo,"ne from west to 
east toward Dale To District Headquarters. The 
Specb'e reported this discoveJ7 to the 22d Division 
advisors and bepn to _npp the tanka with the 
airborne 105mm cannon. Within Tan Canh this dis. 
conry caused a flurry of activity. LTC Thonl'. 
commander ot the 42d &.ciment, sent his deputy 
to the water tower on the non.hw .. t side of the 
perimeter to direet airstrik .. onto the .pproachinl' 
enemy. CPT Ken Yonan, Deputy Senior Advisor. 
42d Regiment., auompanied him to the tower and 
prepared to direct Spectre onto the tanks if they 
turned toward l'an Canh. Because a major attack 
appeared to be developinl' and ARVN wsa net 
attempting any eountermeuure.s, COL Kaplan ealJed 
his .advillOty team together and insured that they 
knew the escape and evasion plan. He then placed 
the advisors in bunken to await the outcome of 
.th" initial enl'al'ement.s.:!~ 

\ U) Meanwhile, the Spectre had reported three­
tank kills aro~lnd Oak BrunI' hamlet. Lo<-al terri· 
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coria} fol'Htl captured one of theM t:I..nQ and fcnmd 

DO mibla damap. Whe • crollP of YV A tappen 

cae. down thll road. the territoriaIa fled, and the 

eemy dnTe the tank away. ETfdeatly, Spectno'. 

l06mm caanoa ..... haYiq Uttl. I1XCeh: in dutroy­
iDe" the __ y WIlts. Sbu:e the TUlel .. ,... T..s.&s 

~or ChiDIISe Communitt T.&7.). the cmly wlnenbl. 

potn.. to ._ flooa bleb altilOdto with bleb g­

~osift ammaidoa weN the rDl' fHl taDka aad 

~ .actn COJIlpa.l"bJMllt. A bit uywben el .. 

eaaued casualti.. &IIlOnc the enw 'oat did GOt 

~,. diaable the nhid. .. ::5 

(U) Al»u.t lIlidnieht the enemy armor eo1wan 

tuns.d. JOllth toward Tan Canh and the 22d Dtrision. 

COL Kaplan.- tho AllYN anm0<7""'­
to pt his people to fin. oa the tanka Wore they 

wen Q9'erru:n. B1a pleu Wfte answered with e four 

SWl YOU.,. Ybieb Spectre obHrreei to bit on. POL 

"hide ar.d land within n .... feet of one of the &d­

ftDdDC T-S4a. I.&plan .pplauded the Vi.tnamese 

for their ettona, bu.t an intense coUDterbarrace 

of .nemy artillery HIlt the AllYN utiUerymen 

IC1UT7inc for their bunkers and aded the .ttempt 

to meaee the oncominc enemy with indireet fin 21 

(U) To reach the 22d. Dtriston compound. the 

enemy colUtllll b:act to cro.. twro brld~ }l.:.th 

bricllrtl wen defended 'oJ' a platoon of ~rritol ;.1 

fOJ'HL a.caUH th.y had. no antitank eapabUf,ty, 

thes. local troopa evacuated their bridce poaitic'1S 

whfll faced with the ~ armor. TbJa Inddent 

d.monatrated a ladr: of eoordiu.tt01l ~ the 

reculu and territorial forces. Both bridces wen 

alOfte likely aYVIuu of approach and .panned \aJ)­

fordabl •. struma. The 224 ARVN Ofrision HadquN'­

ten. howuer. belin-eel that the sector fOl'nS ha-i 

prepared the br'.dps for destruction; this 'W"*-f no~ 

the cu .. and. the failure was not nalized 'QD.til it 

..... too late. Th. tanks continued into the out:lkiN 

of Tan Canh VUlace. Som. of them stopped then 

whil. others drove back to'trlll'(b Oak To. Spectn: 

requested permiuion to fire on the tanks whicb 

bad _~ Tan Canh, but ,.... refused b«aua.e of 

the ARVN dependents iD the ~i1lalr" 

(U) Dobbina penuaded LTC ThoroII' to deploy ont 

company of the 42d in tank bunter/killer teams 

to seek out the enemy armor. Their efforts 'lln!n 

rewa.nied. with repor'U of two kills by these tums 

on the wester1l edl(e 01 town. At 0326 hours or. 

24 April Spectre nported ten of the tanks bad 

spUt off from Tan Canh and traveled to the hieh 

IrtOUDd north 01 th. compound near the 1.-19 .itr'ii). 

The remainine vehicles were proc:eedine ~th of 

Tan CAnh VUlace and then west tn....,..Y"d the com­

poUbd. $peen. retu:rned to Pleiku to refuel and 

rearm and W'U replated by another Spectre CUnship 

arme<l wit:_ two 20mm can 'ns and two 40mm 

~n.ons incapable of d~troy;n, a T .54. However. 
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hom. hb vantaee point ill the water' tower CPT 

Y07Wl ..... abl. to pt.c. Spectre's fin onto troop 

co~ntradoDS which wtH morine donr to tht 

tcr.ftpoand. 

(U) DobblDa had bHn on the east sid. of tht 

porim ..... oar tho mala .... with LTC no.. 
.me. tH tint repot'Q; of th. ..my armor wtn 

~ ShortlJ' before 0800 houn the t&nlu bepllo 

tJMiI' auadr ~ the e&dy mondae hu.. AI 

they ..-lIlted the, raked the front !me burUcln 

of the I"'rimeter DUI' thII main Pte wft.h D1.&thiDt 
na fin. SImwtaaeoul,.. the tankl which bad mond 

to the Idch I'f'OOnd Dear tb. 1.-19 aintrip sUpPOIUQ 

bJ' .f1re aD. infaat:7 ..... u1t on th. northern peri. 

:uter, wbUe a SIII:Ond iDfutry .... wt hit the 

soutDel1l perimeter which Wl!.S defended by the J'to 

eon"ahuTlft company of the 42d Reeimea.t. Dobbbll 

lDformed. th. TOe of the adTant. of th. armor 

aDd of a maas exCK!ua of ARVN soldien t.hr;;IlP 

the- perimeter. Th. sieht and sowui of th. adv&ncll'lr 

.nemy armor had proved too much for tht 900 WI. 

d&dpUned and \lDorpniJ:ed support troops wtthm 

the compound., and. they fled in fear. Th. tanIQ 

crosud the bride. and moved on line toward tIM 

maiJl pte. Dobbins and LTc Thonl' remained ill 

poeitioDS near the pte in an attempt to build '" 

th. contldence of th. combat tr-oops there who had 

Me th. ,uPJM:Irt: troop. bnak and 11ee in terror. 

(U) After he reeeiTeti the report that th_ suppon 

traops bad. !led. COL Xaplan -i1acn.oaed the .ituadoe 

.. erit1eal Be aluted th. division adviaon to 

pre,.,.. for extraction if the ARVN did not bol4-
Ft" mmuta later Dobbins reported that the .. 

"PIlDdJtc tanks "fl'8 at the maia pte aDd that ch. 

AR.VN .... UJ!able to .top them. His tranl.mWJoa 

wu cut out bJ' ~ l06mm shells which struck \hi 

Toe and knocked down the antennas. At tbis "POri 

the divisiOll advisors recopiud that they were lD 

DO position to continu. to influence the action bJ 
their presence. The, left the TOC. secured thalr 

weapoas, radio •• nd two LAWs a.nd went into tht 

compound, proc:eedinlr to the water tower. CPT 

Yonaa wu still perebed there in the hope of thwari' 

iDe the attack if TACAIR arrived. Unfortunat.IY. 

the mo1'Dinc hue !'endem high performan~ air­

cn.ft ineffective and helicopter I1lnships werl ,dll 

30 tmnutes .... y. CPT Stew&rt, who was carTYin' 

• PRC·~ radioed. Yonan and told him to COlli' 

down out of the tower and mon with them to : 

west _heft they would be extracted. Yonan 

he could not move at that time. but would : 

them later. HU reply was silenced by the '~ 

of twc rounda of T -M main CUll sbells as 

exploded on the .... ter tower. Another quick ca~~ 
SteWArt to Yonan to .... ac:uate the tower ree: 

the reply that he was uninjured but ~ould not lain 

at that time.:r1 
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(e) DodIPnI artillery, the Attrlsors r&D to the 

watem parimeter. The" they saw a buntin. T·M 
tank barrel1nc down th. road from the north JUI~ 
oaWde the w:r.. The tan:': wu past their position 
Won tho,. coWd enpce with telU' LA W.. B\I,..­..,V ... a • .:oncI taak cam. IDto 'ri .... t.TC :dcClain 
aDd. LT Jonu prepared their weapou for enpp. 
Q1M& but nn fraatrated by two malfUDCtlODS .. 
dle MCOIld TaU mOTeCi quickly put. Fortw.atel,. 
tMt'9 ... DO infuay in wppor1 of tho two tanka. 
SeWn .. this oppommity to ncape -.otrapment. the 
ad';"n nI .... ed quidcly acrou tho road. Abead of 
them la, 200 meter. of frieDd1y minefl.ld. A 
woUDdecl ARVN .oldiv lay n .. rby. While beinI' 
pen tint aieL the IOldier told th, adrison he m.... 
th, Way tbroufb the minefield. a. led thlHll IiCTOU 
the tleJd to di. other ,td, of the dearinC. Hera th~ 
took up po.itioDJo aDd pondered their nlxt mon.=-

(C) Mr. Vaan bad been a .. ake most of the 
prenOWI nipt .. reportl tntend into the U Co~ 
beadquarten iD Pleilcu. At fitst liCbt 01\ 2t April 
ho and blo plio" CPT llIchard Todd, ..... in the 
air hudin. tor Tan Canh. B. bad. had no eommunJ.~ 
catiOll with \he advtson _me. the lalmy armor 
hsd ....wted th_ compound. Arrivinl' OVII!' Tn 
Canh. Vann .... abll to .. tabUab communieation 
with Stewart on th. I!'OUJIIJ. Vann Tieweel the .itu •• 

tion azul .. ked how bat b. COQld pkll I.lp the ad­
riIors. COL Xa~ replied that tha, .... ould mo .... 
200 more m.ten to ttl. wnt, &o:ta7 from small arms 
tin. While six ma ~. the rmnauune ttu-.e 
connd them. Th... tAne ta_ JOkned tlie fint 
croup. FiDaU7 it. wu ded4ed that Vann could 
come ill bt lUI OS..aa MUcctpcer aaG atn.ct the fint 
croup of a4Yts0rs. bt ,IUs I1'O\oEl wue )lAJ Carur, 
K.AJ Warmath. CPT Jtellu, !.T Jo..,... SGT Ward.. 
and SP ZoUeDkopher • .u ValUl lett with til, tint 
IfOUP MWral trishteed AR~ aolQ1en huq onto 
the sIddI of the helicopter. Furine "hat the dancline 
VI.tnamese would falt Wore b. C\.'Uld rncb 1Mn 
S.t, VUJI MC. dowa ~ Oak To II. when LTC": 
Ro ..... _ .. 0DCi CPT Charlu Card ... -.. 
to the 41th lteciment, await.! them. VAlIn til"" 
beaded b&ek. for TaD Canh ADd the nmaiDiDr ad· 
Ybon. ... he landed. the aIreraft .... .....pe4 
b7 1.5 to 20 panic:·.t.aickea ARVN ",Idlen. While 
attem.pdnc to lift ott. the heUcopter cr~bed. but 
Vann and CPT Todd aeaped. Th.,. were picked up 
.i1ortlr by another aire:'"aft which then located the 
three romaininC adTbon. Kaplan, McC1alD and 
Stewart. Panick,. llYN troop. apin tried un.uc­
eaafull,. to c.."Owd abo.&rd.· but the aircraft lifted 
off without them. Thirty mbtut.. latll!' the party 
landed at Pleiku. 

THE ATTACK ON OAK TO II 
(U) lIeanwbil •• Dak To II came WIder iMreumC 

fin and some IT'OUnd probes I .. tb&D an hour alter 
the attack OD Tan Canh bad bqwL n. helieopte!' 
oricinally scheduled to be used. for the commait'! 
and control helicopter ol the 22d Diviaton .... di_ 
nrted to Dak To U when it ... to ..,uuate the 
six 22d Di"rision adriaon. CPT Carden bad DOted 
til", NY A antiaircraft .. ·-'pon. OD hi, map and he 
briefed th. aircraft pilot 0 .... 1' the radio. The air­
craft ·made ita approach from the southwest and 
wea ... '!d ita way to th. compoud helipad when the 
six paIIeDrtn .waited. The hel1eopter took some 
.mall arms fire from the deDH underrrowth around 
the perimeur but landed and then lifted of! without 
damael!. Bowever, contrary to instruction .. the pilot 
exited to the northwest UId flew into a aossfire of 
two antia.irttaft runs. The belicopter bunt into 
flam .. and crashed on the southern ~ide of the peri­
I&etv. Carden conclud.l that there were tlO sur. 
","ors.-

(U) Back in the 42d. Reciment" compound Dob­
bins bad ehOHD to remain until the bitter end. 
He and LTC Thone were ("erishly workinl' to 
recon.tituu the defenses of the shattered troops o{ 
the 424:1. By 0630 hours the enemy bad piereed the 
northeast perimeter with their &!'mor, c10Hly 
followed by the infantry. After initially repelling 

an eumy iDtant:'7 battalion cn the southem peri­
meter. the outnumbered reecmneb .. nce company had 
beelll o .... rrun by weiCht ol numben., altbouCh more . 
thaD 100 enemy baci bMD killed. The DOrthw .. tIII'nl 
perimeter .... pent=trated by a battalion ~t:ry 
asaault and thea uploited by • platoon of T-U •. 

(U) Th. _em,. artillery contiDued to fin 
thruughout lb. attack. When the weather finally 
cl_red .MuCh for hich perfonn.ar.ee a~.!t, Dob­
biM relayed tarpta to the forward air controllers 
who then marked thotm with smokL The tanka 
stopped and did not attempt c ..... i •• "lion; they 
llUVed as deeoya for the aatiaircraft cunners. When 
the NVA 37mm antiaircraft pns fired, how"er, 
tbey were tarpted by tile forward au control1.~. 
Dobbins and Thone ccmunua!ly moved from bunker 
to bunker, bidinl" in culnrts and wM.Cever else 
would lend them cover. At 1000 hours LTC Thone 
lost all contact with his elements, and both men 
deeided then ...... nothinl' else they could do to 
inflllenc. ~ situation. Dobbiru!l' neent attempts to 
"Olltact Yonan had been fruitltsa. It appeared UII­

likely that Yonan was ,till alin in view of the 
poundinC" that side of t."'e eompound had taken. 
(Editor's Note: CPT Yonan', name was included on 
the POW list relt led by Hanoi in I.te Jantury 
1973.) LTC Thone directed Oobbib5 to follow him 
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u he led the wa,. to his quarten witbln the inne:­

perimeter. The,. wtre followed by about 19 ARVN 

soldiers. Arrhinc at the hut. Thonr opened a trap 

door J'eYuUnr a hiddm bunker. Clit!lbinr inside 

t:Jer doMd the door and settled illto tbe d&r~ 

.. the ftrhtml' o .. trbead. liftwIy dwindled to a few 

lsolatad poeketl of nsbtaD«.-

(U) .Aftw "~ the crash of lobe UK·I at 

Ilak To n. CPT Cord ...... d LTC Brow1U" trlod 

Yainly to find their eowlterprta and the 67th 

eammand peap_ The !'~limtnta! TOC ..... dNCrted. 

and it a,peanfi that the eommancl croup had 

a1read, deeid~ it was time to exit ttl. ~ uu. 

Wbi1e lookine tor someone in commanct, Cardell 

'ri"wed the uriY&! of two T-M tub on the aintrip. 

0-,. T -64 l'l"OC-..ded to th. wut end of the aiz1ltJ4 

, :onr \he north TOad to COftl' die high ... , leadlne 

into Da.k To !1 trom B«n. Bet when COL Oat had 

erroneously Jt"itioned the bulk of his armor. The 

other T..$4 wheeled into the center of the airfield 

fTolm the 'DON and ar.-:t.ematicaJl')-' attacked the 

buftker defensa of the 47th ~:"nt's cOmJDand 

pos,t. the two nmailltne operational )(-41 tanks 

maneaYend to the .... t t1ank ot the T-M- and took 

it UDder fir. with tbrett roaads each. Caron was 

only 100 'CMten from tU NY A tank and obMrvwd 

iired hits and smoke. but the enem, tank was not 

:;nockeri out. The T44 rec:o .. ered' quickly and de-­

ltroyeci oae )(-41 with a aecorid. l'OODd h:t. and im­

media~J' tbereatter the .. mr t.aftk destro,.td thtI 

,ther X-U with one rouad. The woondOJd crew 

mrmbers abandoned thelr bamine tanks, 

(U) At this nme a relict colanm flf two plaboas 

a( ')t: .. ·Us ,Ins a platoon of inlantrJ left Ben Bet 

to COQQt.lU'attack the NY A forn. aJ'Ound Dak To 

II. They Cl"QAed the Oak )lot br:dp and. were 

ambuab'!Ci bJ' • larp NV A forn holdiftl the hi,b 

l"J'f.und just eut of the bridce. Enemy B-4O ~ 

n...oilleu rifle fin destroyed all of tbe If. .. .u. and 

sc.1.ttend t.he infantry.:u 

(U) This was the last ARv:-.l countnattuk on 

the 24th. After the tank battle. Carden located t. TC 

Bro;tmlee.. Bo~ men decided the comround was in 

irr:mlnent danpr of heine overntn in the absenee 

of contl'Ol of the 47th !Ufrjment aDd the 9th Air .. 

oorr.e Battalion. also located in the compound. At 

about 1000 ho\U'S Carden witnessed friendly forces 

moving toward the south.. The departun of the 

airbome troops. eXtrfttion of the U3 actrison. and 

the deMrtion of their command lNup we", the final 

blows in shattering the confidence of the 47th 

~rnent. With no one to eontral them they Mgan 

to leave their poaiUons .nd bead out of the com .. 

pound. Brownlee and CardeD l'U.lized that the)' 

c:ollid no lonl'e1' influence the situation and tb.t 

no further fighting was goin~ to occur that day_ 

They p thered together their radbs and SUpplies. 
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bumed some doeucnea.u. ud mo .. eci our 01 .be 

bue ~mp toWard u. IOUtheut. Th,. two sdY'.-un 

snd thair vt9tna.meM interpreter and dri'lfl' at. 

campted to ~ a small footbrldl'& over the '&t.k 

Pob tlY.r wbitb now. alone the southern bII'l!ld • 

ary of th. 1:0111.~ Row...". tile airborne -o.r.,...]. 

100 ond ._.. of tho "Ill Ilectm... _ h.4 

fo~lo'" _ .... piaud doW1l br a ~ ... ~km. 

of !In. n.. -. .... tloaod willl tho """' .. 

of ... dud _ ........sod who bad """ eho\>pod 

.,..,., wlon ... ttemprtnl' til C1'OA the footbr.dp_ 

1taJJzin1' it; ..... I ... ,...."" to CI'OU Ute mer at 

that \ocadoa. _BrOWnIH 'and CardeD mo.ecl _est­

warU aIoDl' the ~ adl they rlQd2ett a 

lIkel, fo\"dlac spot a.bctQt 700 mitten up the ri~et' 

front. tM 'bridc-. M the, ... ~ptM to ford the 

rinr :....,. came 'UJlCIu Ul muu. 'I'Olume of both 

dines: ar.d i:rtrdhect fire. When the aroup fln.ally 

c:l'OSMd tbe rinr and we,.. climbing Ult the steep 

bulk OD the other- sid .. Carda noticed LTC Brown.­

lee ham" troQUe elirnbine the bank. At that 

lIlO1Qeat the "Ium. 01 fin ihcl"dHl! apln. Caroen 

.... foreed to abandon b.b position. on top of the 

ri'nt- bank ud. hurt"J' into the dlnse underbTUS" 

abMt 1M asetan .9ft/. 'tthea the tlrinc slacked off 

.... enJ: mimates later. c.rdeD. 1IIO...a eautioual, 

back • ., u.. riorerban1t in an attempt to lon.te LTC 

BI'O..ru... B. DtO"Fed s.nra1 buDClred .eten up' 

qd dOWlt rIM stnam in b.1a searc:h but was unabll 

to locate 1Ir'oWD_ LTC Brownlee wu not 'heard 

from qai& Ca.rdea aDd the twD Vietnamese bepn 

to head NUda towan! FIre Support au. Vida wben 

u..,. .... "'kod .p _ do,.. Ia ..... 

I C) Day- lotte' US TACAJll strik .. on the Inemy 

aroUDd Tan c.M had Wk.. the bwtker wben 

Dubbina IIDd the 20 ARYN bad. hidden. At 2000 

hours. Ot-bbina di't'ided the South VietUme_ up 

into thrft-Jft&Q ltVaps and prepared. to esQpe. the 

IDOOD wu tuU and the,. were detected u they 

Deand the southwest side of the perimeter. Four 

Dllll Wft'e killed. before the ,"up finally found 

conealm:eat ill • pi~ on the eastern bunklr 

line. At midnight the rroup apin attempted to 

escape. Th1s time they were caught in the ilIumi .. 

nation of • flare by Spec:tre which was tirini' on 

tarceta in thl area. Onc:e again they were det.ec:ted. 

losinc .srrera1 more men to small amls (ire. They 

re~ed to the piCJ)e!'l and. waited until abollt O~O 

hou.n wben the mOOD fiully set for the nighL 

A. low ,rrowul fOI also coYem their moves ~ they 

suec:esaluU, ;taRed througb the perimort.er on this 

1:1'7. They pnt«eded SOllth HYeraJ kilomeun and 

were spotted and picked Ul' the next day,32 

I C) The attacldDe enemy Ilnits at Tan Canh and 

o.k To II were part of the 2d NV A Division­

BUtaJions of the lst and Hlst !'IV A R~gitnent 

formed the infanU')' assault along with th~ 0·10 
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Sap,.· Battalion. The T.54 tanks which supported 
the u$Aulta .. ere from. one battalion of tb. enemy 
203d Tank a.ciment. Th. attack .... weU-coordi­
naud in spite of ...,..,..1 mUca.. ID timiDC. and 
the 11M of canvtfttioftAJ tactics by th. enemy was 
not lIew in the Indochina War. \7hat wu sisniJi. 
CaDt. ho .... er ..... the beavy cammitmC!'nt of tront 
line NY A troops in aD aJl-out effort. Dl:rinc prior 
offeai.,. .. such u Tet of l!MS, VC ur.ita had led 
the attac:ks. but. the attack on Tan Canh was pri. 
marily an NVA effort. Durine the 2"~h and :!5th of 

K-ll 

April thco Sortb Vietnamese eonsolidated their pins 
al\d. extended their eontrol west of the Dak To 
II aintrip and south to Dien Binh. Captured ARV:S 
equipment ioaeiuded twenty-three 16.)mm howit.z.en, 
""n 155mm howit::en:. H.OJU rounds of artillery 
ammunition, and -utbCI' materiel. Amone the mis~;nr 
wen COL Oat ,Nt )rj .. -ntire statl.n 

(C) The 320th SV A Di.,.ision continued to pres­
sure ~ remainlnc lire support .''O;US on Ro.:ket 
Ridg. durinc the attarks on Tan .... ·anh and Oak 
To II ISH F;g. }.;:-;!). On 25 April the dKisiol" 

CGHliDEi~L 
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.... made by LTG m\l to abandon the pr«ariou_ 

posltio"s at. FIre Support. a.. ... 5 and 6. alfordlnlr 

tM !'IV A MYered ~.nt down Roula H to Kon· 

tuM City. In addlUon. th4 *MmJ' t'OIIld now fote" 

AllYN to .bandon Itl "" ... iT. positiona alona 

the route \7 1niftcir.. a ..... ~ YolW!'ta ~t "" to 

beu _ UWm. At the .. me dnte u th. ..elllf 

thrust in K.ontura p,..,,,'i~. tltie 3d !'IV A Dtridon 

and VC main !0Ift unib alltlW.'1ted the \b:ra. llOnlt.na· 

lItoat district. in Bi"" DiD" P'r-oYinc .. Altbouah th. 

tOth aftd .lIt R"I"im ... ts of t... Z2:d A llYN 

[HYilion 'hacl beft ChiiLe sfllC'«Ulul ill J"IIHftt com· 

be .. with VC anita. ta. !'IV A NC'Ulan tOlftd. lbem 

to b...u and :un (rom La.nd!na Zone (U) Eb~lish 

and other lIH "'" In the ana. This tocuHd 

.Ut..! attentiOll on the ttu-.t to Kontum City. u 

the :rfV A cam'" within ~acb of th.lr pal of cumn .. 

SouUl Viet:Dara Ia two.. TJ:e Vietnam... Joint 

G.MraI Stat:'" and. the US Commaacl bepn to ~ .... 

more ~ te Jou Paal VUD'a conteUon tllat 

u.. ""7 cunpaiCM at Qua,... Tri aDd An lot 

.. " amit.lll ;.. loCO,. aad t!aat th. NY A's rul pal 

.... to ".u. Eootum. PI.tb. aztd Blnh Dlnh PTo­

~... by ,"Ibdtriaioft attKu .,..,.. the- hl,h. 

lands. 

THE ENEMY APPROA~H ON KONTUM 

IU) To combat tM ......... of the NVA. 01-

fltftaiu the 11 Corpe ,taft Kti .... ted the followiDe 

plan. COL Sa. 23d Dhiaion commander, would con· 

mand all fol"l:U in IOGtkJll P'to9ince. Four battalions 

of .... D .. n woald ocnpy bloc1dn, 'PO'itiona at Vo 

Dinh sod south alone the DU Poko RJ.,..r. Th. 

53d AIl\"!,,( a.c;m.nt ... ...."en the ",ponalbility 

for Llnt\llll Cltl". The 2:2d Ilaqer BattaUOft moored 

to Pole. KI.ne to reintOrft the battalion of border 

""pra then. In addition, Vann plated B-62 strile .. 

alonl Rocket JUd,e aDd OYfl' the • ..aaated tin 

aupport ..... ThottaaDcb of refllCftS. nmMJlb of 

t.M ::Id DiYiaion. and miaaiq- us acm.on in ~, 

held anal Umic.d the JlUJlthar of aintrik ... To 

au..iat. thia problem 'fACAJR .... lItiliud with 

... .,. 180 sorties flo .. durine tM period 2. to 26 

April 

Ie) OJ' 21 April much of the 23d DlriaJoa staff 

.... .nI'Outa \0 Kontt,tlll City. COL Sa wu lAnd 

with the dift1cWt task of ID.ldbl, • conl'lomn-tio" 

of diu Into a cabal" Uf.... Th. onl, :3d 

I)f,-rision wUt remainina under IUs command wu 

tha 53d Rqtment. n. 2d aM 4th Ranier Grou,., 

an airborn. bripd., and .. tor for'l:ft under COL 

Lone comprised the remainin, foms dder COL 

Sa's eommanct leach of thne o~r \lftit command& 

era reported throup nine different ~hains of com· 

mand). $ental of these full colon.ls resented takin, 

orden tro)n another o:olon.l. and as a rault COL 

Sa had an inttnlin,ly dlffh,t tim. attemptin« 

to p\ them to .-upond to hi. ordfl'S. lotany timn 

the" would not sho,.. IotP for «»ordination m"tines, 

makine :t impoaaibl. to adeql.l&tely plan for the 

dafen... To sol.e the probl... Varn suanted 

to LTG Dall that his d.puty, XG Phone, and 

VanD'. deputy. BG John Hill. f1y to Kontum MC'h 

IDOrtliDI at 0800 houn to pnsicM ooref' the sWf 

m"nnp. Th.ir preMnce insured u.. att.ndance 

of the: "nit commanden and pe:n'ftitt.td the defense 

to be planr.ed. COL John TlUby. the artinl Senior 

Advisor to the 23d o;.,ision, was cinn lohe mo,..u-

IE:S !":-:~ 
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IINfttaJ tuk of adviaine the dniaion staff ... th. 

C08C'9Pts of a con,,_donal defen .. within a limited 

d ..... 11M 23d DhislOft adriton al .. had. to .xplain 

details -.h .. lbrlid"e points. ¢OOrchntion of 

anita on th pwJmeter, rM.ucdon of pen.tratiOl'ls. 

&Ad .. forth. 

tC) To bmatw the dl-riaion. muimum time to 

valli aDd pnpan for the del ....... COL Ba as· 

.,~ the td .nd 6th a...;...r CJ'OUp$ to the ~rltieal 

~ -of lIk1ayina alone Route U, NtwMft TaD 

Canh and 'gODwm. n.. def.naiy.,: plan .. tabU.hed 

an OGler del .... i.,. lin .... kilometen from th' 

CAD_ of the dt7 with a de1ayinc' position foor 

kiloaIeten in frant of the- IbW def.nsive post. 

u. ... on the ad .. of tta. dt)'. Pow 15$mm howluan 

Uld tOl'ty·four l06mlD 'howitHn w.n .oranabl. f~r 

tlie .,poI'\. n. non:.berft and "'"tem approuhet 

-.n def __ 'D1 raIICft"S. while ~ .53d ~m_t 

clllfee4fod di ..... t aDd ICNtil. 

te) On It April LTG On: .... ordered to Salean 

to ... Pnsident ThiH. When 1M nturn" to Pler,,1a. 

h. b"""eht word that he bad a bart ailment whkh 

would e.u .. hi.. to be committed to a hospital ill 

SaifOD. Dau appeared to be _baken by hill "isit to 

Saiaon and did DOt wish to discusa it with anyone. 

On ..,ntuaUy left for the hosJlital tn SIlicon on 

10 )lay and ..... "l'laced by lIG Toan." 

(U) Th. 6th Ranpr Group aniYed in lli1itsr)' 

~on ! on 2.. Apri1 f"1Il the Hue battlefield 

where it had been h •• vily enpged. )lAJ Jam" 

Gin.,., Senior Advisor to the 6th bnpr Group. 

had Ibtened to \hit fall 0' Tan Canh on the radio 

as the r.'OUP moored into poaition at Fire Support 

au. B .... yo. Thia baM was just north of .;(1 I>in~ 

when ... ~up we. eoIocated with the 2d Ail' 

borM' Sriead. Command Post tSef- FiC. K-2\· The 

nazt day u,.,. airbome bripde .. as ordereo to Kon· 

\\1m to board traO\&portatiOl.l for Sai~~n and the 

ath G:roup moved nearer KontuM to FI" suppor' 

Baa. Nov'mber. From Lam Son, a lonll, hi_~ 

"ieee of k.y terrain .... ith .. ("ommandinJf vir" o( 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Hlp .... ,. 14 DOI'tIl of V. Dinb aDd south toward 
Kontum. GIY.... and ida uabean&. CPT Vanni., 
obMr"f" the NmUllti 01 the 22d Di.-i.lon .tnt"!.­
put their poaitioa ia ITOIIPI of from 5 to 11 peopl. 
with .,.". f~ small an.. aad DCt noew-sefT1td 
__ poM; IUJIJ' of the troope had no ateel beJlllm 
or wwb ,..,.. The,. bad dbeanled theM 1t.1U in 
their bula to n.. the at&acJdn1' NY A 101ft&. 
Altbou.lh 1DlCtr'pniud. th.,. .... no parde amone 
u.. Itraul.no who ,a.... the appearance of SWl-
• ,. .trollft'S. 

C U) Tbrouchout tile %SUa and 21th fnenular 
.uu ..... b'-tlN hit the rroup ~lIInwad posL Th. 
croup had not renind _.". cuualtin.. but at 
1500 hoan oa tbt 27th ct .. na aDd Vannie, aJOftl' 
with tIM ~npr I"'OOP eommand pod.. ... ,.. .ir. 
litted to Fin Support .... NOftmber 0"'." the 
obj«tiona of Giwftl that the command post .hould 
remain with the major alem.uta of the croup at 
La.. SoIL The "maininl' raJlCft' battalion.. the 
Uth aDd 3ItIa. continued to ~m ~d probe. 
ud attaeb-by.ftre. At. oaoo lwMus Oft 1 ... , the 

K-13 

""" of four )1 .. ·11 tanks at LaID Soa u.ftIIoned 
their .,.h~J" ill the face of &II NY A attack. The 
SV A thn occupted the tub. wbleb VNAJ" TAC. 
AIR and • CSAF Stin,.,. pnahlp StilCCftafull, 
deslro7*L aad: Uta attack .... npulMd. 

(U) At 1100 hoG... the 23d Dtrialoa Combat 
ActriaolT Team eontacted GlY .. and illfcmaed him 
that tho alri>o.... ortill...,. ... .....,. bod cIopartod 
Lam Scm. Ginn. bum" b c:onttrm tIUa witb the 
ITOU, commander. LTC 0.. bat ..... told that th • 
lTOu, hMdquarten bad no cootact with Ita two 
baralionl at Lam Son. At 1930 boan eontact 
... ,...tabliUed with the withdrawS' rueat' 
unita. ne,. .... n IIIOYiq ...u to the MUth of lAm 
Son. CUT)"Ul:I' 50 woancted ud lb. CAW-Mned _.pona with lb..., AskinI' wh,. the artiJ1er7 Lad 
ab.ndoned th. fire .upport h .... Ginna dlsco~ 
that LTC 0. Iwl ordered hLI two intantrJ' battaJlom 
to withdraw; thua. the anille,., ... left .-Ithout 
local MCUrity and forced to 1_ .. _ OD .. Xe,. LTG 
Dn rail ... LTC 0. for failinz to hold Fire SUP­
port BaM Nonmbtr.u 
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(C) Thit; matter CODyincH llr. VaM to ,.nuad.. 

LTG Om tbl.t :h. rem.blinl ol'l'llic units of the 

234 DiTision. th «til and 45th Reci1MftU. ,})ould 

M broul'ht to Jtontum to f'ql:.c. tb .... t1rO rancer 

",ouP' aM the iUrbon_ brOpde with DO NSUltant 

JON in maapoww. Dn a.:etpted uu. propc:w. Oa 

• l(ay u.. dtll ~ .... , IMY*I. up &oote U from 

PI_ ad .... _ ..... Iv tho 1m .... ,... 

G .......... 
(C) Prom 2' April to I :la, attacb-bJ .. ",.. 011. 

the taft"" cam,. whkh wue utricle th. NY A 

luppl, routes fnerea.M4. 3ft Bet aDd Po~, Jtleal' 

bon the brunt of th.e sporadic attacks Mcalde tM,. 

lWldered the ... ,.. IDO .... t of suppli.. mto 

Ilia ...... 1:Ily ...... !or tM attaek on hnmm City. 

On • May at L.~ bAa:n Pole! IClftI' :rec:eiftd • ..,. 

annlory tin. 0... 110 __ fell In .. hour "'" 

a half btlo", US air .trik .. tdlporarily ltopped 

the MIImy fboe. WlMD the forward air eoatl'Dllen 

left l~tioD at 151& houn. bowtn!'. the ..,lQIIM of 

tin 0" ap1n inCl'M.Md UDtil 500 round. had talI_ 

by 1900 boa.n that day. The I,."tematie d .. tnction 

of .-eta buDk ... within tIM compoud ind~ that 

tU tlrw .... beiDl' adjutecl. Tb4 eolllmabCi bwlker. 

when: ...nuon CPT c;.dcia )(ael.arett. &Dei LT Paul 

llcK'nD& were d1Hctlag US air ~port. was 

smxk by .... ral dinet hits. At .1'73ll boun a round 

eoUapsed the wan. ud bMw out ..zt; oak door. The 

two Ibbon due lbeif' .. , out of the rubble and 

1JlOftd to opa foxho'- rtUAr' u., I*i:a .... n. 

tMDlJ forward obi. .... thea Iystematically de.­

Itroy_ all tIM baildinp a.bo.,. POund. aU of th. 

bunktn. ud kaacked dOW'ft tho!t anteaau. The 

repea," accurate 1helUa.c df'lllOralised tIM ARVN 

ran..,. dofaden.. W'b. McJtama Ittempted to tlDd 

the battalion ecnnlD&lMler at 1800 hours. be found 

that the co_a!ut« had tt.d from th compound. 

On lUI resurn to the Umlted co .. r vf bb. foxbole. 

be obHl"'I"ed the QeQly .u.1' fiaahinC "" baeQns 

to aicnaI their iDfantq who .... n poiMd for the 

attack. At ltoo hova. despite the heavy anOOr· 

cn1t fin aa OK-S landed to e:::u-act the advisors.. 

Th. camp coatinlMd to haul. 011. for thrH more cUrs 

throGCh eoatilluou lDdirect On aDd ~und attaeu 

by the Nth NV A &:.cirunt. n. .. emy's musinc 

of fofta to Min Polei lO __ C proridH lwn.dTe 

taraeta for the ust.D US a.a Icribe ,employed. 

'" tIoo ... _ die ...... <lap of _od 

auadL. A ... Gad Ja_ at:taad to the eft..::tiY .. 

ana of B-ft strika apiut the forea attackinl 

Polli 10_._ Re "poned that his eoaapaay of 100 

meD UtI I1.IIWDecl .., kiDed &ad many taO" 

wounded. At 0500 bours oa • )lay, bow ...... tiM 

AI. VY fot'Cft ...... wedpcl oat of Pol.1 m .... by 

aD .... ult of HVA t:ulc..s aad iDf&lltr'J. LTG On 

m.. f._ urdUnc wltIoln tho ....... tod pori­

meter to he tak_ ucfer ftn. 

(Cl 1luriDC _ poriod ... Sot Jlan,... c-p 

neeS".s a tow of .00 to 100 !"OUlId.s of tDixed. 

calibe!' illdind: nr... On 1 )fay the 11at ltuPr" 

Batta1!oa mutin_ and pH th. battalion com. 

runder aD ulttmatum. to atn.ct: the Wlit within 

43 ~ Beton the ennct:ioa ..... compiHed the 

~p ...... riapd by antialrcTatt w_'pGftL1'f 

(t!) At dawn on tQ.9th of lIay the Horta 

Vtet.um... ;eIlt ... ttto the perimeter win to 

det4 .. te m~ mines. Tbw tKtie was foltow.d 

at 0...-')0 bctan bJ a hea...,. .P'OQJId attack .upported 

b, lIS pt.,. t:aaks. T'II'O of the.tanks. I'1pported 

b,. i.·tutry. ....alled the mala pte but WIIn 

backed out -..,. raapn. aiDe LAW .. At 01'30 hours 

ftn pt·'6 tanks attack_ the ... tern perimeter; 

two ..,.. Imodced. out: br LAWs.. The rema.iDder 

retil&. after NY A Wucry had .. bad t1w .... tent 

~. The ..... aen Ipe!lt. th.t Nat of the day 

e,ieetial' th4t ... ,. 87 1100 hours the ,.m.,~ 

... nstared. n.. attacldftc NY A forcn w.t 11 

LUlu .ad ,,"r 100 dead ill their attempt to OHr­

l"Im Bf.n Bet. Althoulh the forcn then continued 

to M ~ on more ruJor auaulta wen ..... 

THE FIRST ATTACK ON KONTUM 

(U) Th. air canlry u.s not ben. idle durinl' the 

period a1nca Tan C&nh. Da.ily missions over the 

battle area detected MW trails. C&l:hes. and bonker 

complues. Th. rqional achi.$ory croup bepn 

usinl a nl'iouJ ~mmanc.i and control helicopter 

in wbicb senior offlc:ers new as ohsvrnrs and ... nt 

whUII the, could belt infJ,UeDeI the ae:tion. On 10 

Xa, 8G John aill .to!'ped fro ltpntuJtI. to ~nler 

with COL Jobn Tn» abo.,t a siptiDI' he had 

made jut JlOrth of Vo Din.b. SUI was con ... '~ 

that the ana wu a asaia ....",b:, ana for ttL.. 

at"'"W:idnl' fore"- A plUG_r captured that same dJly 

eo~\nned that the 320th NVA Dimion had d~ 

on itll UMmbly area. Subsequently. 8-52 ,,.trikes 

K-14 

wen placed OIl the .us~d po.itions. 

(t:) "i'he 23d Dimion had ~"ntinued its P"pan· 

don for the defense of KoDtDDl. COL Ba persctnally 

walked the .ntin peri.etn. ae criticized poor po.i­

tions and talked encolU'aCincly to his troops. Several 

tank hull. ...... pulled into ~ ateU tor \a~ts 

aftd .. DUUly aoldiers as poqibl. 'Inn Iri ..... D the 

o.,portwt!tJ to fin, the LAW in ~njunc:tiOD. with 

• col1'lpMioa proeram which showed Tic:toJiooll 

ARVN 101dMn beside T -54 taQ.ks they had de-­

Itr'Oyed at An Loc: and Qua.,. Tri. The PUl"POM 

was to in.ufo ira AaVN soldiers the confiden.;l'- that 

they could destroy an attackinl' tank. 

, U) Commanders coordinated at. their 1ilftit~ng 

r~:J~ Z';..t;:: 7'":-~--
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pointa aDd IUpeniMd the tmprnveJnHt at camou· 
flare. HeMrYe toms practic.eo ~unte,..ttackinr 
pouibl. penetl"abOll&. The di'ri.ic., art.nerr ~Dnad 
tins arouDd the ,.nzneter. ktor forc. .... _ hi ~f .. tiro toolIo. _ tha ..... 
cIIYbioa was roml' to an. L.lema1l pouible tt ... 
IUppor&. COL Be ordend limited oIt'eui.. opera· 
tiona which fl:ed ......... 7 1M _pod ....... 
tor the Ba62 miaions aUoeated to lIiliCU'7 Ration z. 

(U) 011 12 Xa, the '"til JleejJlmlt coup1eted ita 
npJacemut ot tM Zd __ ,.,. Group .. trid .. Route 
14, th. probable ruin ..... nn. of appf'OaCft. The 
44th ReP.nt's poait:iona were approximatel, tour 
kilometers northwest of Konblm. Th. AltYN soldlen 
.... CODftdent aDd. heU ... that they coa1d bock 
out NYA tanh with their orpnic: weapona. COL aa was moq confident no. t.b.at the 23d'. own 
ani~ .... ~Is~ iDto the deleD.M., At 0700 bours 
on 13 Ma,. radio lnternpta conItmted that the 
320th NY A Dhiaion ..... in its thW stan of prep­
aration ba ita JSMIIIbJ, area. eontlrmiq air 
caYalry reporta of a larC" buildup of &mlOI' and 
troops ju5t south of Vo Dinh. ~ 

(C) The ... ra, plaaaed to attack .. earl,. .. 
pouible beeauH thy telt that C'S JJ..62a ~ h"rt 
them it th.,. "aWned lone iD their attack pctIIi. 
tiona. VUUI was .keptical about u imminent attack 
smr. no connatrated artiUIII'J p,.,.....dou we,.. 
talllnl' on the Z3d's d.f.-tn pnitiona. Altbouch 
t:ha'9 ...... seaUetwd attacb-by·fln., the .. tUm 
of bee., ~t betore the attaeb ,II TaD 
Canh and the tJ,. support .... was abMaL At 
2230 boa" a battalion of the "til JtecilDftlt at 
Fire Support au. NOnDIbel' r.ported rDaIlJ' lipta 
mcmz.l'south OD Rip .... J' l4. to.ard. their p.itions. 
This nport did bOt ca\&M alarm util it was realUed 
th.&t NVA in.experieDC. with Dipt manm.at of 
armor "hiel .. bad cataed them to use their licht.s 
• beD morine iato attack position. at Tu CaDh. 
Shanl, att.rward COL Sa entend: with • captured 
cIocmnent whieb had beea Mat fro... the 320t:h 
DtYiaion artille". commander to one of his unita. 
The m...... stated that aU supportiDc artill.". 
would support an a~k by the 320th at 0400 houn 
on 14 1I.,.. COL TrubJ' apin talked to Venn and 
the Corps G.3. AJthoolP both still eonsidered thb 
eofttention hasty, Vana. beUeYed it was bette!" to be 
prepand and tcld TrubJ' he would ~t air auets 
to them at tJrst llcbL At 0400 boars aoth.ial' hap­
pqed. The 23d Division G-2. LTC Tleo.. thea brou"ht 
fa, aDOther captured documaat .hieb delayed the 
attKk oa..-halt !!0'U'. The G·2 b-eJirred that sir:.c. 
these orders .ere cominl' from.. B-.3 Front Head­
quarters Ute tim.. W'e'n probablJ' Hanoi time _ 
one hour la~r than Saicoa tim.. At 04.'10 hours 
Fin SuPPOrt Base November- !Mopn to r.c.jve an 
incnuinl' volume ot indirect fire .hkh continued 

until 0530 !loun. .hen th attac:Jc 1Mpn...It 
'C) The !IVA had been wrpri .. d at the ease with 

whkla the, had take Taft Canb. As a ...,ult theJ' 
decided to attack K.oat\lnt. CIty withouc a tim ... 
e-mmmc U'tlU.,., ~do1L n. attack 1sad 
thrM major UII:S ot ~ (See PlI'. X0.3) ",ri­
fftted aIcmf Sip .. ,. l' ho .. the north &Dei aorth· 
.....t. TIM .. til SV A Rect"' .. t and OM company 
of ~ 203d Tut Re-timat attaeked frona th. aorth­
wat aloa.. lb. wat aid. of Route U" n. &Cth 
NY A Iet'Jment attacked lOuth alonl' the ... t side 
ot the hip .. ,. a1ao witb one eompan, of Stopport­
inl' anDOI" from the 203d Tank ltecim.nt. n. 28tJ\ 
NV A lletim_t of th. enem, B-3 Fl"ODt adYaDeed 
from t.be BOrth acairlat the 53cI ARVN Jlecim_c. 
Th. 141d ~c of the 2d YV A Dlristoa pI'Obed 
tAe HCtOr fon:... who def-.:led th. southern pcMi­
tioaa alone the riYel" .... 

(U) The air sappon ... DOt 7ft. on station .Ilea: 
the caD came into the DTOC that two collUllDS of 
iDtanb7 with tanb ... re eamine down Route 14. 
A quick eaU by COL Trub, to th. ear.,. operatioftS 
eater lAunch.. US Cob.... and the new __ pon 
ill the corps anenal. the helicopter mounted TOW 
",is.n.. The A RVN amU...,. eommander qukld,. 
m&aMCI his artillery on the hieb speed "~.nue of 
approach. Route 1~ and the +ath dispatched ""tal 
tank killer t:eaJu armed ..,2 the LAW. The masHd 
artUlery made the T~ ... , "pn, fO!" the taalc 
kiD.,. teama bJ' "pandnl' the atracki1lC inf&DtrJ 
trom the tanka. LTC Thomas lIcKenna. SeaiO!" Ad. 
riso!" to the .uth JteciID_C. nporc.d that ARV'Y 
Mldlers. .hile admittinl' they wen in.itiaUJ' scared 
b,. u.. iron moasten, en_led out ot their bwtken 
.ad ,,"peed; the taw with their LAWs at poiat 
blark ran.... Tlro quick kilt. .e" mad. b, the 
teams" )fean_hile. the helicopters willa TOW mil· 
siln had arriYe-J OYer Kontwa. lMfon cwo of the 
~ could reach til. CO'rer at the thick UDd.r • 
crowth aJone th. hil'h .... '. the TOW mwU .. 
stopped th.... dead in their tracka. The h .. .,. 
amll...,. eonc:entr6tioa and sudden destnlction of 
the leadial' armor broke up the ibitiaJ attack b,. 
0900 boun. aithoul'h indireet tin and small probft 
continued. In addition. the skJ' .as. ruled with 
both 1,;S and V:olAF aircraft attac1dne enem,. tar~tts 
riCOl'Ously. 

(U) All of ltoatum City recei.-.d. iaeGminc util. 
I.ry and rocbt tin. but the ai!" support ... sueeas­
tuJ :.tI spottinl' its oririn aM SileDCinr th JUns 
and launcbers. Som. ....... ho •• ver. .nch .. til. 
airfield and ~ diYislon CP ~iYed lieht attafolu­
bJ'-tln, Indkatine that the flletD)' forwvd ob .. "fl"S 
weN adjustinl' their r.)unds tor future tires. BJ' 
nichttaJJ on the 14th the tront lines had bohn re­
stored by the 23d Division th rouch fieff'e. hand. 
to·hand tichUn ... 
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I Ul At 2000 boun the "emy apth b.unch-.:i 
attKu &.pinat tIM "'tit and 53d Lctmenta. The 
rea .... actaeb ..... Dlore bllce .. n tha,,· the pr. 
'I'iou 01M&. IJI the eoaIuaioa 01 ftptiq- at hil'ht 
the two A&VN ,..m_ea fail ... to eoor:Unat.e and 
iDc.rl«k their nr... Tb1I .ituadOlt speDed diauter 
WfteIl • battaJioD of th NV A. penetrahd the pp 
-. the ARVN rqUouta. 

(tI) HAJ Wad. LoriDp. 00 ... ", _ Adobor. 
..... ARYN a..;,...... repo..... to the dtrisIoft 
ad'rbon that the AllVN ~mll!llta1 commander 
.... Nqu .. tin.. timed. prepluned artillery tina 
011 their ioeations. Lo'rinp alao requested that whmt 
th S)Md:n eame oa .ladoD 1M be .no..d to 
won him 011 the perimeter 01 the "tIL By tbU 
dme to.mp and LTC MdCeruta felt ~ ..... 
land 1r'Ith tJ& ... battaliODa of attaelriDI' NV A who w.... .ituatt d i:a their troDt. ... tern flank. and 
rar. The Sl)«tre a.rtiTed and Loria ... bnmedI.tely 
put bit nr. all &nunc! the perimeter as tarcetl 
.. re ... iar-d fiom the troDt lIDe UDi1:a throup the 
ncimental commander.'" 

t C) At that same moment m the DTOC COL 
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TNby ud the oth.r lII.mINn at the a4risory team 
were d .... e.lopin .. tome ialt--ditcb d.fen,i .. m ... urn 
m order to ltop the ehemy penetrations. They 
wan," to plac. on the attackiD.. eft.my the two 
B-52 .trik .. scheduled for 0300 boars.. n. lituation 
was tumin.. more dnperata by tile minute. U the 
peD.tradou were not Ittopped IContum would. fall 
b,. daW1L Beeauu It was impouib1e to request the 
""2 ,trikes uy ....... 1' to friendly positioraa. COL 
1'nIby pro~ that COL Sa wit.hdn.w his forces 
on. hour betore the Itrik ... An 1DCr'eaM In aniUery 
.... plarmed to compensate for the withdrawn fOrell. 

Whe the s..52I arriYed. th.,. YOU.1d catch the l\"V A 
la the opea with IittJe eonr. Sa was deeply eon­
""'" ab?ut the dete! joratin .. ,ituatioQ and anxiO"JI 
to do whalenI' PouibJe to Imp~ IL Truby told 
Vann of the pian and requated hit .pproval. Vaan 
was h .. itant due to the eompla coordlytion In· 
YOJTed. FinalJy. h. acquiesced. after thoroulh dis· 
cut,ion with both Truby and Sa. -Durihl' the thrH 
or toW' hours Ulltil the .trik .. all attention "AI 
toeuaed on hoJdift.. In plac.. The 53d Rqiment 
coauniUed their l'eHf'"l'e. to block the penetration 

itB,nfOEN1"1Ai. 
1"Z'" 
L ... - . 
-------~[;-v 0-::""1------

i 

-
...J 


