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unit operations. They also participated In various
apecialized wtalning programa which included basie
alrborna training, high altitude low opening {HALO) indigenous soiider.

airborns tralning, lcng range patrolling, night move-
mer:, hsilcopter rappeiling. alrmobile operations,

and the use of the STABOQ personnel barnass for his servies.
inserting and extracting individusls from inscces- (C) The

sibla nreas by hallcojpters.

{C) SMFs US contingent was pot an sdvisory
clement, but sctually commanded and led the indi-
Enous sold‘ers.]? SMF was organized into thres
platoons under a force hesdquarters slement apd
an sdminictrative section (Pig. 1-10).

Eseh US

platoon leader had & counterpart indigenous platoon Inspection

lasder. All command decislons, however, both in the
rear ares and In u\-ndd.m:hcmpouibﬂityd

the US platoon leader. A us

SMF, supported by 8 Montagnard counterpart, &

highty respscted former teibsi ehieftain. SMF did and

pot experience the attrition among
troope one would expect to find In & similar U8

indigneous

survivors In

unit. Personnel retainability was unique In that
thers was no apecific termination of service for the

with SHF normall
himsel! without leave or If he alectad to terminate

A Montagnard's sasignment
y terminated only if he absented

initial emphasis, following the reorgani-
nﬂmdmcd!ls-nrlq&mpunywuhmla

of thess misions

and

SMF persounnel to
been tasked 10 sEecuts ¢u 8 econtingancy bazis. Ome
was to perform erash site inspec-
um?ﬁotwtbSMPuﬁndonmnGolfl
Security Company had been tasked with crash site

perform the missiona they had

nminamourymhdonloam

saparsta acessions, folloving the crashes of & China
Air Lines flight earrying 32 personnel s2d & Cathay

major enmmarnded Pacific flight carrying 82 personnal. Thers wers Do
aitber ctrash. Many of the tacbniques

of SMF's crash 3slts 30P3 were

derived from the methods used by Golf § during
thesa missions. Most of the personnael assigned to
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COMTITENTRAL

the Guif § Security Company subsequertly formed
the nocleus of CMF.

(C) ln order to inaire that the level of combat
tralning and special operstions techniques wers
consistant throughout the forcs, SMF began an
intansive, two week training ProgrTam as 000 A8
the Pleiku compound was weeupisd and the person.
nel orgunized under the new Joint Table of Diatri-
bution, This was followed by . sscond two week
block of fleld training and, om 23 Angust 1972,
sctual operntions. Thls repid transiton from forma-
tion to combat op-rations did not impair SMF's

THIS PAGE REGRADLD INICLASSIFIED
Oider Ses Aray Uy 145G per

responjiveness (o a varisty of missions. Reconnais-
sance missl were dueted in Military Reglon 1
and 2 with ningle squads, platoons, and the entre
force. Two additional ¢rash site inspectinns further
ciarified techniques which wouid orove useful to
post cesse-fire erash aits search operctions.!® The
quailty of the Special Misaion Fores showed bast in
combat, where the Indigenous soldier proved his ex-
cellence as a jungie fightert® .

{U; The Special Mission Force was desctivated
and dishanded 5 Mareh 1973; indigwnous troops
raturned to their villages.
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| ANNEX J
[
AN LOC ;
!l_ (mmﬂﬁmmoﬂmmdlmm mnudmmvcwnmu planning to
umluehvltht.bl dwrthcnlﬂlluﬂ mwhnmmumﬁdn!t!o!themh-
Mlﬂl.‘!.lpublkd“m Within a week, mknwwﬂmmdmclhhhnm
: m-mpwtdmwmiwhummwm bmbhhlmamh:homw
. twhkhbdnddsdmmumo‘i.monmy prdﬂd&thﬂn‘fnlhmtdthtlmﬂon
- umpdﬂmﬂtthotxhudhhmhthnunby hmmmnhwmvhc-dmmudﬂum
mrlu.htdliluc-r-pomdwhl indicated vC mﬂt'oulﬂmﬂ.'hm pert of the
mtmmmuulnlﬁdmoddmnmyuﬂn- NCN'VAmmMMw Anocther
! out.bcﬂhdm:hlmmm:hul. m!dﬂdfl-dmwhpdﬂcnurlhdc;mp
L Whiht.hmmth.pudbmtydhnﬂsduﬁﬂ\y Tonle Cham snd Route 248, The captured docu-
pear Tay Ninb City, the reports placed grest T+ menta also indicated that eoordhldﬂnhtm:ha
liance in the ty of cnu-bord-ropmdom Tth NVA Dtdllonnndthlﬂ-hvc Division Wus
; hc;nbodhmwmcmmydrmmuhmydo— pollﬂ)hudthtnlldmuuotthcm\icnm.
{fending thelr lines eomm Critically, -bnhndbnnmludhu.rb-nwnr!m The thres
anhckdmndﬂnnbwtmhnm hmudmmvc t were listed as
of snemy armored furee in the ares Ml having recetved additional training agsinst solncted
lmnmnohdhﬁm that sn targets.!
t nmekmightbtmtdonth-mnhn[ Roote (C)‘l‘b-ob}uﬂ'ud:hcﬂmh Vietnamess and .
13, the main route apwv-ehtos-!nn!rwth- ﬂnmNGmmoﬂMﬂnnu«- .
— mﬂh-'l‘hounﬂﬂﬂlluﬂndthsimﬁonm mrﬂthnm‘Imﬂimvmh
that enemy forces n the lie tha diarupt the don and pacification pro-
sbility to hﬂlu“lh'lﬂuh and goerilla, thus "Hbersting” t‘h.cmtryildc.udﬂully,
| rrorist, propegends, and $ADP tes. Al B ie over the guvemment of South Vietnam.
. though multibatzalion = were idered to Tu sccomplish these cbjectives in Mlitary Reglon
hwﬁhhMM?ﬂnt(m“ﬂm-nd gmm,ww.m,uandwm ‘
mmmur,mmmwh Th-u'.h-nd:'lln NUA Regiments
ry ona."nllnhrndh‘;dmyuphﬂi- to eondoct attacks :
L uuuvollnhmﬁeumhulyaﬂ the .mgdmgu.m in nerthern
hvddradln-ldnicadlrfomlhmm Tay Ninh masked the
(Fig. J-1)- me the Tth NVA and Sth vC Divisions
, (C) Not undlthoﬂm.lhihldh'nblutdh 108 sand Into pizk Long Pro-
Military 3 wers intalligence es able vince (Fig. 3-3) The th VC Division, cons
to detarmine hnthndhnpp-n-d-burincﬂn-md uhth.ﬂudhn of the snemy force, Wi
has opulﬂmh around the o assigned the U ultuckandapmr-u y
aress in November and Decamber 1971 tha bea VC prefersbly within ftve day?® but not more than
i Mh«nhﬂtdhmﬂlﬂkwds tan. headquarters for South Vietnam
The mission of this enemy force wad to prevent . was te be eatablisbed 3t the new Communist capital
thnbthARVNDlﬂMtnmmﬂnllnuthhuu atAnla:nzﬂAprillm
and to resist other ARV elements attempting to <) While ths 9th ve Dlrhioawumovingwu-
ﬂﬂvmtdmwmhhhwm m,luwh-mummuv;\mmmm
&-S&VCWM-Wdiuhuun Whmw&iﬁwwﬂukmuuwnn
L nannoui.Ca.nhlﬁl-whhhhthoﬁntnignMI uw.ﬂwmwmm‘h.ﬂwsm’
wnmmuull“ﬂ"'ﬂm mmmmhculnmuww
b-d-.rm:mwmxmm ma&VCWmnnigmdthcanb
W“"““"‘“‘Nﬂ“‘d mmmnmmw attack
| (C) In Febroary snd Marh 1972 the Tth NVA e aptare Loc Nish. When Loc Sinh had fallen
L Division gtk VC Divislon were wing mmvcmvhm-uumrdmnu-
and retraining in the Cambodian srcas of Dumbe wich tha %4t and 2T1st Independent NVA Regi-
and Chup respectivaly. 12 Iate Mareh, documents ments to isolate the 25th ARVN yisien by 1 May.
:.-lrﬂd'ith'uollt-

eaptured in Tay Ninh Province revealsd that oo Subsequently, these forces were
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ing the remainder of Tay Ninh Pronince. The penaral
concept for this maneuver was for the B6th VC
Division to redeploy from the Loe Ninh ares and
attack Trl Tam. Simultanecusly, the two indepen-
dent NVA regiments would stiack into Hau Nghia
MT&,NNWM&W:MH
to ent Eouts 1.

(C)mmmmmhld'hnu-
Whﬂ-m,.mmWAm%
VCDlﬂdnn.MArdﬂmCmMM:ITnh
B.g'lnnt.lndthcmd‘l'lnknlﬂmﬂltmh
snukdevnmuundms-innnhnr(hr-
rider and eapture Saigon Finally, tha Thu Blen
Subuehrnndm&mﬁmpmnmh
Blen Hoa. Thess enemy plans were completaly dis-
mtﬂbythcuﬂrml.tbummdthc
Mmtouptmhla.hthdnnundm
momymthohiﬁdphmdhhphnin
motion.?

{C) Tha first significant enemy contact in Mili-
uqlqbn!mrnd-rlyonthmmingd
2 April. The enemy attacked the ARVN Fire Sup-
port Base Lac Long along Routs 20, 35 kilometars
northwest of Tay Ninh City, in the Dog’s Head ares
¢* the Cambodian-Vistnamess border. Formerly
¢ lled Fire Support Base Pace, the base was over-
s within several hours by a regimental size enemy
saanlt Contributing te the surprise of the de-
fandurgvuthcmpioymtdunhinmoﬂd
th. snemy sitack. Previcus intelligence reports had
gimmnmb:htthmyhdsmkun—
huhyh'thmfhnﬁ!'nmnha-.dduﬂ_d
by the lst Battalion, 49th ARVN Regiment, saf-
fwdm?dﬂod.u'mdtd.lndﬂmhhc.in
Mdnbdnﬂhnthnnhmpounndqdp—
mant. Although the snemy force was not identifiad
fn the confusion of the battle, it was probably either
the 74th or the JTist NVA Independent Ragiment.?

(l))Aﬂnthupmdlxungthmy
{orces cotinued their move and forced the evacua-
tiou of the ARVN fire support base st Thien Ngon
on Routs 22, leading into Tay Niubk City from the
porthesst. The ememy ambushed the withdrawing
ARVHN slements but dd not follow these successes
'ith-t.hmtu.piutthnpmupih!.'nolm
ot‘n'hinNmmmn:ﬁﬂﬂlthuth-lount
Lae long because it guarded the approaches to
Tay Ninh City. There was a clesr path Into the
upiulhndthcmyﬂahdhmﬁnuhhld-
vance. The failore to press this advantage in Tay
Ninh Province was aa early indication that this move
mnldnt.dthouchitmmmhddnrly
at the Gmet

{C) Although the ABVN forces in Military Ragion
!hdbcmluprh-dbyunmmynmhnlu
Lon'andmanpn.udp-ﬂicuhrlybym

J—3

pressnce of enewy ArMOT, they ressted sgminst what
appearsd ta be a threst againat Tay Ninh which
was thirty kilomaetars to the south of the soandoned
fire support base. The 25th ARVN Division or-
ganized & rellef force compossd of the 2d Battalion,
mmm;mmmmwummm
mnmmdMWu days
of the campaign, the mistion of this force was pot
clear. MG Jarmes F. Bollingawerth, Commending
Ceneral, Third Regional Assistance Command
{TRAC), advised GEN Creighton Abrams, COMUS-
MACY, thet he did not imow whether this forca was
umwﬁmmmummw“p
that had besn driven from Lae Long or to reoccuply
the fire bese.?

(C)lnnrmthnuﬂmdthﬂﬂ;\mm
Division relief fores were hrreievant to the enemy
affensive in Military Region 3. The attack agabnat
tha fire bass was 3 diversionary attack, intandad
to draw allied attention from the ares of EHouts
l&'rhmnyp-nhhnnb-mﬂnhpurpoutn
th-topu-ldononmmdl.hmymlut
that was his goal Thers wai no serious attempt
on the part of the enemy. to continue toward Tay
Ninh City, nor was thers say effort to maintain
continnous cccupation of the captured fire suppert
base.

{C)} For several dayr sfter this initial move
Wfrhﬂrtm-hmhnmns.:hm
was s genernl lull In the level of enemy actvity.
However, there wers indicatios of increased smemy
mmmmmm“dm
tions, perticularly smround Loe Ninh and An Loe,
the morthernmost towns oo Route 13 The 6th
Division advinors received reports of Viet Cong
and North Vistnamese operating in squad, platoon,
Mmpnrfomﬂomdnrhcthpcrhdlus
April. TRAC Headquarters, however, continuad to
place ita” smphasis on the situation in Tay Ninh
Pmﬁm.hvhkhhnhpponhuh:w
was locatad Attempts to recover the fire base met
with some resistance, and & captured North Viel-
pamese soldler revealed thet tho main force enemy
slament in the Tay Ninh ares was the Tth NVA
Division®

(U)Thommrmﬂmlmmdlmﬂhhud
M;uhthmth-ndnrnd:\prﬂmammﬂy
reconnaissance offorts. In addition, some enemy
.umpuhndb«nmdotomrn;bawrkmhth-
Tarres Rouges Plantation ares sgainst the South
Vietnamese government represestscives in Binbk
lnnghwinuwbmhothmvmlouud.on
4Aprﬂthmhnnnhnht¥.hrrp¢dmr
activity throughout Military Region 3. Probably
the enemy was moving inte his final positions
around Loe Ninh, jist befors the sssault on Nat
district town (Fig. J-3}.
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THE ATTACK ON LOC NINH

(U) The ettack on Loe Ninh was tha prelude t¢
the siege of AD Loc. What happened at Loe Ninh
ia difficult to determine; there ware lew gurvivors
and most of the Amariean advisory detschment wis
¥illed or eaptured. Although the cemy's Tth NVA
Division had been identified coming through Tay
Ninh Province, the semy forces in Binh Loog Pro-
vines remained pnidentified for severnl days after
the beginming of the sttack on Loe Ninh Not until
the siege of An Loe ward friendly forces able to
discover the size and unit designation of tha hostile
force bealeging them. M

(U) To meet the snamy attack on Loe Niah, the
sth ARVN Division had the 9th Regiment together
with an attached armored cavalry squadron (minus
one APC troop) and an attached TADgEr battalion.
At the beginning of the sttack, thess forces were
din Since there had been 0o warning that
Loc Ninh was an enemy objective, the commander
of the 9th Regiment had assigned gearch missions
to the bulk of his force. The sttack on the morning
of 5 April defeated in detail these forces around
Loe Ninh.? "

(C) The battle of Loc Nink began in the esrly
morning hours of 8 Aprih At 0400 hours TRAC
Headqoartars received a report from the 5th ARVN

Division faced & force of significant styength and
siza. At 0680 hours the enemYy began
headquarters of the 8th Regiment and the Loe
Ninh Subsectol Headqua: !

thersafter, Loe Ninh was suhjectad to hesvy ground
attack from the west. Seversl times the snemy Was
in the wire before being forced back. Th2 naxt day
MG Hrllingswnrth reportad ' GEN Abrams that he
satimated the force to bave been the size of » rein-
forced regiment Thers ware confirmed reportd of
a0mm and §2mm MOTIAT fires and 1¥mm rocket
fires. Thare wers slsa reports that 106mm howitzers
were being used hy the enemY. hut these were un-
confirmad. Some eonfusion existud a8 80 whethet
wanks had been used in the tirst day’s tighting,
but it appesrs that at least one tank wod knocked
out by direct {ire from the ARVN artllsry with

the 9th Ragiment®

{U) The tighting st Loe Ninh was flerce. Ameri-
lcan sdvisors on the ground made extansive use
of tartiesl air strikes. MG Hollingsworth ‘ainglod

nlmnltdhhcﬂeeﬁﬂudbrmhntnndlr«-
tion. In snother attempt o hreak the developing
enamy strangebold, e 1at Ca task fores
with two componies of the 24 Batalion, 9th Regi-
ment, atiached, wis ordered to attas
city from \ts posinons north of Loe Ninh. The
{ead elements of the task forcs made contact with
the encireling spemy Just

greund stiacks. During one of the afterncon A%
saults, enemy slements Mx!mpud a westward

eroasing of Loe Ninh runwaY. which Was
stopped bY wall-placed air strikes using CBUs. As
the fighting ther ene=ly ult which
had sucesed g.dinginuthcvinonthomt

down DY halicoptsr gun.bips. By pighttall the
sitnstion “ad stabilized, and MG Eall‘l.nssvorth

fait that most of the attacking snemy regiment

had been iilled .

{C) Eariy oo the morning of § April, Bowever,
" the enemy brought up his armor, The defenders
of Loc Ninh heard the tapis a$ the southern end
thereafter, a0 enemy in-

dnued for another two hours, sawsawing hack and
torth. MG Bollingswerth obscrved tanks in groups
of weven and sight being beaten back on five oc-
casions. The enemy forces werd too strong for the
defenders, however, and st 0745 hours the camP
was overrub. “Those on the ground at Loe Ninh
fonght gallantly against in:urmou.nu.bll odds teo
include 25 to 30 tanks,” Hollinpworth iater re
portad o GEN Abrams. »Dauntless and remarksble
courage Xept them going.™*

THE SIEGE — PHASE |

(Cy During the last day of the batile 3t Loe
Ninh, MG Hollingsworth became ineressingly <on~
carnwd ahout the stale of resdiness throughout the
remainder of Military Region 2 In a mes3ag® to

sll Americsn slements in the reglon ke warned.
ugitcation in Binh Long Province has taken s taro
tor worse.” Be reporied that Loe Ninh had prob-
ahiy fallen and observed that the likelihood a3
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that tha soemY would continue his momentum assigned to him, 88 wel as the Lst Alrberne Bri- | 5
south astride Route 13 Noting that thers wers gade, a part of the general renerve fores. .: 5
— unconfirmed ARVN reports that the enemy planned (C) The next day MG Hollingyworth reported R
to take Tay Ninh Provines and make & mijer that he had urged LTG Minh to move the airborns o
move on Saigun, the gonaral wrots, “Considenng brigade to Am Leoec ;mmediately. Mink did not de 'Yy
wnemy successes at Loc Ninh e must be prepered” this In time to meet the first major sassuit. In- F\(
! He then gave directions besed upon hls chearve- stesd tha irborne bac.alloms wers used w drive '
= tons of the soemy stiack on Lee Nimh. “AD US “lﬂ"“ﬁmlﬂlmﬂmﬂmm“ K
alements ané personnel in Military Reglon 3 will taward the roadblock. They were followed by the -
immediately check and improve defensive positions 31st Divineon. “"' Minh 4id not reinforce A
to inanre that they are in best possible condition Loc with the airborme brigads. Hollingzworth ot
. o witbstand beavy sttacks-by-fire and possible warned GEN Abrams that “An bni‘:.li fall and it s
Fiect fire from T6mm taak gune.” With foresight will be cloar sailing nto Lal Khe 3
that proved eritical at An Loe, Holllngaworth con- {U) LTG Minh probably did not mwwe the ale- .
t-ved, “Commanders will secure all poasible anti- borne brigade inte An Loc st this polnt bechuss 5
m“mwu‘-twpt.mwﬂdm Mhdlwﬂh“WGm]’dtﬂobﬂ- . A
— amploy them and thet thos assigned know how talions the day befors. He may also have beem e
to MM pﬂp‘l’l!." He then Pl‘tﬁ the entirs worried not only about the threst to AR Loc but :s_
mn."uo‘.m.um“ lhehhtthmtwadmlf.\.nluhllu\dm AR .
forees wers io the south along Route 13 to block N
(C) As “be battle at Loc Ninb unfolded, LTG their way. In addition, the roadblock between Lai N .
- Miph, commanding III Corps, realized that the main Khe and An Loe needed to be clearsr. so that re- -~
snemy offort wes not to be in Tay Ninh, but rsther inforcement and resupply of the town would not
{n Binh Leng Prov.nes. Loe Ninh waa _un northern- remain dependent upon alr, powar. ,"-_
st tom ﬁ;‘:":‘“ In the provioes. aad- 1) The enemy siso realized the critical position  ~ %
- Loc Ninh sise L Ith-.“ «rn portion of of An .oc an the key to & sncc-ulful move on 3ai- Py ¢
Rocte 13, & m}o‘:“.dp h ln-n“SAIim The Dext gon. Wrlle the pattis at Loc Ninh was in progress. ::.
. ‘tawn @ the south vu'A.n"“Loe. provines capital of enamy forces conductad attacks on Quan Lel, & b
Binh Long and & cantor of latax rubl large hellcopter resrming n.nd refueling point aix ;
produetion for the anpunhl.lel of Vi Mizh also ' kilomaters to the sast of AR Loe. ‘The ARYN forces .
— ) lized that the v wished to .d“:m‘ Rinh Long defending 1ha airfield ware ably to bold out for K
mgﬂutud&utnwhb&iml)ubl-w L::;.B;n-wul.umdlacmnh.mwo-l
nnLneNhh.hdoddudtnuin!mAnbc L] u.kroms_zm..lubmghtmdcr
wnd atcempt to S0P the y to the enemy attaci. Most critical of all the enamy actions, ,
- naticoal capial A “.mddcmdl“d“n Loe bowevar, waa the eatablishment on 8 April of 3 N
D 31 aiso deprive the enemy of the psychological a““"".l‘.;::_“;hf An Lec mermeer the ciey and .
advantage of capturing a provincial capital close on ; ot surface transportation .M
o Saigontt inta An J.oe tnm_ t_ho south. For many months -
theresftar the provincial capital was depandent upon b
_ (C) LTG Minh's decision to bold at An Loc was sarial resupply.tt )
hoil s wise or .. Later inteiligence evaluation confirmed )
' that during the first week of Apnl, whils the Sth TASK FORCE 52
i vC Division was sorrounding and atuseking Loc {C) Task Force 52 waa composed of two battalions '.'
- Ninh, the 9th YC Division was moving into position from the 13th ARVN Division which normally ;
e around An Loc. Minh hurried to Saigon on 7 April operatad in Long Khanh Province in esstern Jidii- ~8
bk and demanded more Toops to make op the loases tary Region 3. This organization had been under o8
: suffered in tha initlal engagaments. He informed the operational control of the Sth ARVN Division v
b the Vietnamese National Sacurity Council that the sincs 21 March Formed around the 2d Battallon, W
: «nemy offensives in Military Regions 1 snd 2 were 524 Regiment, and the 1st Batuslion, 48th Regiment, H
e diversionary and that Saigon was the real target this fores had as attachments the 52d Regimentsd .
He reportsd to the council that thers was tha Ints'ligence and Reconnaissance Company, C Bat- -
i equivalent of four ensmy divisions in the II1 Corpa tery, 1824 Artillery (10tmm howitzer), n platoon of »
1 ares. Initially his arguments peemed to go UD- 156mm howitzars, and B Company, 18th Enginesr K&
Lo beeded, and he was dismissed while the other corps Battalion. .‘;' '
'T‘ commandars remained within the Couneil Later in (C) On 28 March the task force moved north 2
.'i,; tha day, however, he was reealled and tald that the along Routs 13 and began ta operste in an arvd K
thl : 215t ARVN Division from Military Region 4 =n3 on both sides of Route 17, = little over a kilomerer ’
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progerer B

west of Routw 15 and soma 1) Wilemeters narth of
An Lor whers the !L0mm hewitner plavwn re
maingd Upess maving te Yhe arma the tasa forve
rommerder, LTC Trinh, had dirested that the
ergaaisation errupy Twe alandened Nre seppert
bases satride Reuts )T n the conter of Mo arem
of respenaidility. The afantry betta.ions alternsied
W seearing the basea and eendurtng sperstions
from them. The revennsissanre company sondurtisd
josal serarity eperstions sleng Ravke 17. [a per-
forming (hete missiona, the task forvs was part of
berder screen for the Bth ARVN Divisien, The
sloment in this srrven was the fores &

-EEE
Ep

the first, three days of April the
oaly Pﬂl rontasts. On the merning
April, the 24 Battalien, 824 Regi-
reutine missien of clsaring Reuts
fire bases which it secured. As the
hed the tmtersection of Rewtes 17 aad
s sngaged in & flarve contact Soms of
e ppspert that the task ferce
might bo rut off from the remalnder of the Ith
ARYN Division ferces at .An Loee.

(C) Activity lncressed em the fellowing dav. §
April, while the bettie of Los Niah was wnfolding
te the nerth, Thers were seversl disturbing indlea-
tions of growing enemy presence. . Whenever an
ARVN fores sttempted te meve sutside the flre
mppert bases, they camne under indirect flre frem
ftmm mertars snd 12mm rockets. As the day
pasesd, thess began te fall wpon the bases them-
saives. To the weat the 1lst Battalion, 48th Ragi-
ment, had smbushed an enemy fores, killing fif.
toen and capturing flve peunds of documents. Later
that day, the taak ferve recelved an intelligence
repert thet an enemy regiment waa within seven
klometars of the twin fire basen In respsiise Vo
this warnine, the task force commander Wmeved the
15t Battalion, ¢th Regiment, feur kilometars closer
te the bases. This put them within range of the
task force Blmm mortars in additica te the fires
of e camposite artillery element

(C) The mext day, ¥ April, th ARVN Division
beadquarters directad Task Fores 52 te reinforce
Loc Ninh with sne battslion. The 2d Battailon, 24
Regiment, waa chosen for this mission and began
ts move along Routs 17. The bdattalion made con-
taet with & stubborn snemy force la the wicimity
of the junetion of Rewtss 13 and 17, the same afve
where it had had a sharp wngagement twe days
wariter, I am attampt te dislodge the enemy the
bettalion called fer indirect fMires. Some six burdred
rounds were fired ts 3¢ avall; the snemy held his
position, Since the svailabley tactical air support
was commitiad ts the defense of Loc Ninh, the
battalion returmed ta its fire base. Throughout the

Iy

EFES]RE
:’Fiff
A

TIrE paaw ol
ST TN Y g e
Yy BT

Creo -

J—8

day the twin fire basw rama yoder hoevy grem)
indirert Pire, wwuding luimm hewstior shaiing
Aitheugh rasusition had heen dght wuntd § Apnl,
the resuppiy aituation was Macamiag eritieal Thers
had beva me surfere reeuppiy for four daye, and
wow sirdrp waa the n- ¢ wmeihad spon. Te nsure
a watet supply, the 3i4 Reonnainsanrs Company
sorured § portien of the amsll siream W the went
of the Mre base.

{C) During the marning of T April. the ilash
foree was subjeriod to intenss sheillng. Enewmy
ground probes frem the west, soulthwest, and nerth
followed The mertar and bewilser ammubition re-
maming st the base repidly sppreached depletion
st & resnit of the heavy sountorbatiery {lres. In
the midat of the shelling, the Bth ARVN Dirisien
srdeved the lask forve o meve 18 An Lae by read.
The load slommonts of the teavey wers stapped short
of Routs 13 by the smame enemy force thet had
bloched the 24 Baitalion 32d Regiment, ssriier !a

visers +n the greund were nmable ' shisin tactici )
sir wpport. even with the *olp of NG Hellings-
Ihe Fomnants of the convey returned te the
fire bese area after suiferiag hwavy casuaition
Three of the 108mm hewitsers in the lsad element
were captured The entire wtien, frem departura
w et had taken Just sver sna heur.

{C} Tush Feree 53 was erdored ta dowzey ol
its mypuipment and meve s fool The baitarsd
srgaslaation was unable ts destroy its three re.
maining 100mm bewitsers, snd thess were demireyed

:

spatward slong Roats 1T teward the junction with
Reuts 13 with the 1d Battalion, b2d Regiment,
Teadlag, it was smbushed In the same ares where
the three previews heavy cxninsts had eccurred.
This time, however, the rolumn was hit almoat
immediately from three directions. One smbush
waa sprung st the sriginal site, another several
hundred meisty farther south along Routs 1) where
the sdvahce slements had resched, and the third
baex at Lhe fire suppert base whers slements of
the Ist Battallon, «fth Regiment, remained !4

({C} Arlter bitter MNahUng the ambush was brolen
sufficiantly te permit Lhe columm - ~_.taouws The
srder was passed (s mave seuth through the jungle
toward An Lor. The three American advisors,
wounc:-§ during the Mghting, remsined st the
ambush site nlong Routs 13 with [ifteen wounded
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Seuth Vistnamevs seilieri. Above them in Ms com: a half of iniitrstion toward friendly lines. thess AL
— mand amd contrel Mlicopler Wes BG John R Me- anits reached AR Loe on 9§ April The fall of Quan Vil
wiffery, Depuly Uuemmanding General, TRAC. Lol was significant becauss it left tha enemy n \‘f ; \
LTC Waiter D Glgor. the wounded senior adrisor. possassion of dominating high ground to the north- ‘ - .
i ssbod DG Mctiiffert for pormissicn 1o bring LTC east of An Loc. From this position, they were able % -
! Thinh, hie ARVN counterperl aleng Wich e 14 16 shall tha dty freslyt " ;
_ e wore sstracted OY madical svarustion helleopter. ]
' When Mc ' iffert loarned that the ARVY task fores THE FIRST ATTACKS ¥ E ‘
commonuor waa set woundels B9 refused permis (U) The days of § to 13 Apri were relatively s A
pon, This was B seand decisioR, for Think was quiet. Combat sctivity ve hlm:!:htunodmu. ;1 .
- eble 1o reoch AN Lac safely with mest of his com- as both friedly and enwiry foress A for the .
mand whieh theugh seatiored and disorganizsd, battls st AD Loe. The fc.coe ot An Los continued f_ ' ‘ '!
moribused o the strengihemng of e ST bartle o en theie pesitiwas. The entire Tiat ARTT 21 %
(U1 BG MeGitfort romained sbove the wounded Division had arrived in Lai Khe by 11 Lprik and v &
: for the Tost of (B day, oveTvesing the attampla o cbarne brigade wes wt Chon . é|
— = sveceate tham. The firs: twe Nelicopters 1o make Thanh 1 5 eontact m"&."“m"“ﬂ"; Division o ! ;
ety wors damaged by fire snd aborirt (2 e T e eetablished the road block south of 17 A, 1
sion, The third sircraft Wl siso hit, and *'.e pilat Loe. As intsiligence efforts and eaptured prisoners ‘ 3
was killed, MeGUTort retarned e his hesdquarters Indicated a8 increasingly Meavy bulldup of enemy ‘. 1
st nightfall and planned 3 major operation for the forces in the An Loe arsa, B-82 and tast-al alr y 1
— aext day ' extract the advisors and a8 WanY of strikes wers laced om the FuUSD 1 locations. T i
Uhe wounded Vietnamess soldieTs A8 possible. Dur- o don ai 1t noted enemy troop and vehicls . 1
ing the night sa Air Pores AC-130 Spectre gunabip movement, Which wss \lso stiacked by triendly . _
remaised o4 ssl#n eOF IR e, deapite intenss sasmy satiairerafl fires. % '
— LU AL sheut 3500 heurs the mext morning, § (U) Rainfore als wers lirittied into, An Loz - ) ‘
April, the grovp f wounded Americans and ARVN during the last twe days of this . 1. The 1st 15 !
seidiars saw & @1 p of about 35 uniformed snemy toi 34 Batullons, Sth ARVN Baegiment. and *he ¢ i
uddw'lﬂl-;‘nlrhldlu phn.ThoAlVN regimental Teco I eompllrvmnliﬂw - {
soldiors taok them ander fire while hallcopar gun- the city by belicopters of the 1at Brl 1st US Y
— ships attacked an' killed them from above Several Alr Cavalry Di ton. T} .ddlll l. rroaps I
ot r1 later, the aperation planned during the night closed within the tmeter on 11 ‘and 12 April
began Waves of tactical fighters struck the ared The Americsn prigade alsa pro tded CH-4T heli- &
. sround the weunded pokdiers. At sbeut 1100 hours copters to transport supplies and te wounded . ‘
—_ hree light sheervetion balicopters S w tad civillans, With Cobeu they flew T+ X
Lhauuuummplﬂdnndwnﬁouuu connals and troop suPpOTE aro &
\s the frent of the advisore, despits the fact that the eity. missions

they ware reewivine enemy fire. The three Amari-
cans and nine of tha surviving South Vietnamese
scrambled aboard As they fiew out to the south,
the ships were hit by sutomatic ~weaponi fire,
wounding sguin ohe of the Tescusd advisors. The
aireraft reached wafety shortly afterward, and the
weundad ware taken ' medleal facilltiont?

(U) Contact with the snemy¥ continuad to increass
in the An Loe¢ ars during the five days bafore the
first major battle. Friendly onits patrolling out-
ward from the AD Loc perimeter encoun
stiffening resistance from snemy forces oward the
northeast and southwest of the city. Raports from
. (C) Meanwhils, (he situstion becarse eritical st ARVN and civilian obeervers indueft:od that the .

Quen Lot wrfield, where the ballcopter refueling anemy Wii driving eattle and clvilisn Tefugess 5
snd rearming arse was defended by twe rifle com- shead of his sdvance 1o .‘::':hu d:‘;:n::lr‘:.:f.:\fl

Tih Regi Within the ter laced .
panien of the th ment. Within ir perime Loc. Clnlians slso reporiad that there were numer-

sartion of two 108 hom'umOn‘lAril - )
wes o ° me P ous tanks in the sreb Enemy ariulery attacks

-y Ay S

omemy ground stiaeh, with the assaulting forees began.
esing mma. During \he fightng, the snemy pleced (U) ARVH soldiers who had meaped capture in
B-40 gunners in the upper [oors of the French the fall of Loe Niph continuad o straggle in. At
— pames st iha robber plantation. Altneugh the ARVN one time on 11 April, 50 mm of the 24 Battalion,
. .t ieanaged U repuise this sttach, their o1h Ragiment, arrived. At another time, the distriet
wtualion wes untsmable. ThLat pight they were chief of Loc Ninh returned. and later his menkr -
srdarvd 8 destroy thelr wquipment and wscape snd sdvisor, MAJ Davidson. resched the An Le: peri- i
eveda ta the AR Lot perimetar. After & day and mater safely. Civilian refugess {rom Lot Ninh and >
. ] . X
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Sewtroestors oign o As Lot en 10 Aprdd 172 bators rhe Hewr ertock,

N Division base

ing days. Enemy artillery bombardment became
heavy on 12 April, and it was evident to him that
the ensamy would try their first major attack on
the morning of the thirteenth. He radioed BG Me-
Giffert, whoe was also in the air overseeing opers-

tions, to meet him at the 5th ARY

noticed

the villages in the An Loc ares continued to seek
(CYy MG Hollinggworth had besn over ths An
Ler ares every day. Om 10 April he had observed
the bodies of approximatsly 200 enemy soldiers
increass in ground probes beginning on the
ninth and increasing in intensity during the follow-

the safety of the friendly defunses!®

Upon arrivai,

who had bewn killed by sir strikes. Also he

the

they went into
in the area.

rubber trees

camp at Lai Khe
confer e among the
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from the enemy. The aircraft hit tanks, destroyed
sapply vehicles, and siowed ground assaults. Thers
ware 380 enamy verifled as killed on the 13th of
April; 200 of these were killed by air strikes. One
enemy attack from the northwest was passing
through the preplammed target sres of the big
bombers when the strike ocerurred Thres or four
tanks were destroyed and an estimatad 100 attack-
ing soldiery were killed MG Holingsworth told
GEN Abrams the sir support bad besi decizive.
*The massire alr support of all types.” be reportad,
“tipped the scales in our favor yesterday.™>
(G) BG McGiffert was particularly impressed
with the effectivensss of the B-32 strikes. He noted
that the target boxes he and MG Hollingyworth
had planned at Laj Khe Ists In tne afternoom of
the twelfth were very close ts the defenders. “I
really belisve that without those the city would
have fallen” he said later, “bDecpusg I think the
infantry would have gotten in with the tanks. ™=
{C) The attacking enemy forces, by now identd-
fied as the 271st and 2724 Regimenta of the 9th
YC Division, shifted their forces during the four:
teenth. To pin ARV forvew In plsca and permit
regrouping for futurs sassults, the soemy hit An
Loe with beavy rocket and mortar attacks begin-
ning at 0350 hours on the morning of 14 April and
continuing throughout the day. Shortly after the
sttacks began, the 36th ARVN Ranger Baftalion
datertsd heavy movement to the esat of An Loc
near the road between the besieged provincs capital
and Quan Lol. COL Wiliam Miller, Senior Ad-
visor to the Sth ARVN Division, reported that
vehicles were morving four kilometers ts the north
of An Loc at 0630 bours In sddition, tanks were
observed to the east, but there was no significant
ground attack made aguinat the serimeter during
the day. [n resction ts the svemts of the pPreceding
two ways, bowever, four B-52 strikes ware directad
against known or suspucted enemy positions =
{C) The situation remained stabilized on the
evening of the thirteecth. At 0435 hours the next
morning, however, the snamy renewed his attacks.
He prafaced a ground usssult with attacks-by-fire
from 155mm howitzars and 122mm rockets. Short-
iy alter the indirect firea began te fall upon the
defendurs, enemy infantry wers reported in the
defensive barbed wire on the southern and south-
eastern 3ides of the AEVN perimetsr. The South
Viethamese defenders also reportsd that srmored
vahicles ware once aguin within the cty, but by
0743 houra the lnitial pressure against the defenses
bad momantarily siackened. Several horrs later,
however, An Loc was sgain under hYeavy pressurs
from the snemy, with North Viethamess armor re-
portad to be within 500 meters of the 3th ARVN
Division command post. The situation was later

J—13

revtored by driving off the ground asttsck and
neutralizing or destroying the armor.®

{UY The ARVYN III Corps and the American Third
Regiona] Axslstance Comnand had been sstive
r anwhile in rushmg reinforcements to the battle
sres. While the 213t ARVN Divinon cuntinued to
push nortk slong Routs 13 from Chom Thanh, the
1st Alrberne Brigads was ordered to poaitions on
the group of hills to the southesst of An Loc. On
13 April {ive companies of the brigade were cartied
in by American balicopters and conducted cn air
assan/t soathesst of Hill 169. The following day.
the remainder of the brigade was aise airlifted
by American helicopters into a nearby position.
This placed three airborne hettrlions just to the
southeast of the An T.oe perimeter.™ .

{C)} Enemy pressurs sgainst the besleged pro-
vince capital incrensed on the fifteenth “There was
a grest buttle at An Loc yesterday,” MG Hollings-
worth reported to GEN Abrams on the morning
after, “perhaps the greatest of this campaign”
Enemy indirect fires were heavy throoughout the day.
Particularly troublesome to the sorely pressed de-
fenders was the aceirate tank and T3rom recoilless
rifle fire. Ona tank was able te advance within 200
meters of the Sth ARVN Division command post
and fire directly intu it and the division’s tactical
operatiocs center. Three division staff officers, in-
cloding the division 33, were killed. The recviliess
rifles concentrated om the tactical operations center
of the provinzial forces.

{C) Obes mere, faglty smployment of snemy

armor assisted the 3outh Vietnamess soldiers on -

the ground. Early In the morning, eleven tanks
Joined in the attack or An Loc but were destroyed
or neutralized by ARVN tank killer teams and
tactical air support Later, about 1400 hours, the
memy sent ten more tanks againat the An Loe
defenses from the porth and west supportad by
heavy mortar, rocket, and artillery flres: Again the
ground tank killer team and tactical alr engaged
the attacking tanks and destroyed ning of them.
Although the defsenders knew that there wrre more
tanks, they no longer stood in fear of them. All
available tactical alr was over An Loc during the
day: the massive air effort continued through the
night By late afternoon the antisircraft fires began
to subside as tactical mircraft located and destroyed
soma of their positions.

(C) “! am meat pieased with the outcome of the
bactis yesterday,” MG Hollingsworth noted on the
morning of the sixteenth. “The snemy hit us hard
ali dav long with everytbing he cou!d muatsr —
and we threw it right back ar him. The forces in
An Lo¢ realized that they had to fight and they
fought well.” He further reported w GEN Abrams
thet aithough enemy in. rect fires were still Ialling
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(U} When the dust of battle clears! on tha morn-
ing of 18 April, the major sttacks of the first phase

hnduudod.d;bw'hthhmuakwmthadl-
fenders. Tha 3outh Vietnamess had yieldsd the

gbﬂnchldb'ﬂnnhlae.
ln.h.l.hcl]ICorplCOI'n-
mander. Tha flrst was to prevent enemy forces
fnm.dnn:inlmmtosdmmmndw

1
E
i
p

complish the flrst chjective, the lat Alrborne Bri-
gade had fnitially been positioned st Chon
followed shortly by the 21st ARVN Division brought
m!mmmlurormnﬂmhdmm
nrrivddt.homtﬂm Dh'i-iOn'unr.h.!IlCon-
area, it was n.hnodthcninhndluppiu.m
mcmyﬂohhhhlawdmmcm
Binh Mw'nlh remained the division
mission wntil after the firat major enemy attacks
ppon the An Loe garriion bad ended. Omce the
situation had stabilized, }
nndcrlmlh-dmnunn-wldmthumy
An

campaign, ARVN forces were occupied slong Boute
nm:hwut.hdubuinuamp:meum-
pate the blocking force. They wers not suceessful:
the Tth NVA Division proved io be a dogred and
shillfu! defender. Morsover, the ememy Wis more
{amiliaz with the ares than was the Ziat ARVN
Division from the Dalta. The Tth NVA Division had
opcnudiathaain.hl.nn:m-o"rnpcriodot
M,mmxﬁmmmtdmw
had interdictad Route 13 during the enemy ™
Offenalve of 1763

(n oOm 17 April COL siller, the American
senior ndvisor to the 5th ARVXN Division, reported
to MG Holllngaworth that the Sth ABVN Division
was unable to retake the lost northern half of the
city. During the night of the sixteenth, the invad-
ing enemy had reinforced its defenses in northern

et LrTTPIER

An Loc anc was firmly eotrenched with mortars
and antiairiraft wespons in support. Miller us-
pected that ths enemy would grow atanger in
those posicons and warned Eollingaworth that the
dqmmcduthmddn-h.hhar:mn.
centrations =f sntialreraft weapons He alertad the

te his beliaf that uthe snemy will use

mﬂmnﬂmﬂ:wdﬂ.cup.
abiliden of ™e badly manled Stb ARVN Division
mﬂmsﬂmﬂl’h&“‘nﬂmnu

nirsmlu.dumymdnnuwmht."l
(0) Intelligenee reports indicated thet thers were

bacsuse Sooth ¥ ese ‘Alr Force halicoptars

u:l‘udmmnhdon:hhd-lhrmn'm—
i;-mdhnwh-u-hn“-ppnuhdh

(C) To force the ARVN troops into & smallar
,.M.uumvc Divbhnmnintorudbr
mmnﬁmuummdﬂngbm-m
assigned @ sccompany the 275th Regiment from
the Sth YC Divistoo snd the 141st Regiment from
the Tth NVA Division Thesq two regimants were
ordared to attack the sth Airborne Battallon acd

of the 9th VC Division, the 2Z7ist 272d, and 95C,
would attack the town itsalf. In anticipetion of the
success of this move, Badio Hanoi announced of 13
April!hlto\.ll].oehldbunuknmdmlth'
headquarters for the Communist government of
Soath Viemnam would be eatablished there on B¢
twenteth. In confirmation of these enemy plans, 8

fense Batmlion was stationed. A company from the
battalion was petrriling the rosd from Tonle Cham
towsrd An Loc when they killed sn individual whe
was identifled and confirmed as & highly pisc

political officer from the enemy Central Offict for

CONFIDENETR
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Scuth Vistnam :(COSVN)Y. He hed been carrying
a six page handwritten ettsr from 1tne poiiticel
commissar of the 9th VC Drvision to COSVN Hesu-

quarters. This lerter divulged pans far another
nndtuhlmmlmuhnnuliAan

strlkais had been unbelievably devastating, He also
noted thai the $th VC Division had had problems
ith the In

™
m:mwmhdmomkmm:nm
hdllr-djbunhkcnbythom\'cmmhnn
tha! to do was drive into the town,
and flnally, he wes eritical of the 9t YC Division

(C) Vo meet hiz 20 April deadline the enemy at-
tecked in the rarly morming hours of the nine-
tenth. The autack opepsd with heary bombard-

mthmimm-rﬁllm'onul.«won_

the ARVN units at Windy Hill and Hill 1sw.
The enemy procesded initially secording w0 plan.
Six tanks ssssuired with the 14]:t and 275th Rexi-
mnts in the sttack upon the oth Airborne Bat-

" tallen's fire support base on Windy Hill The air-

borne brigade hesdquarters and it. protecting ranger
company on Hill 139 were overwheimed During the
battle, taetical air and B-52 strikes inflicted heavy
casualtiag om tha sttacking enemy forces and knocked
out the sccompanying tanks, but the ARYN units
were foreed to sbandos their position with heavy
casualties, leaving the destroyed artillery battery
behind. Two companies of the dth A’'rborne Battalion,
the sirborne brigade headquarters, and the ranger
company sucteeded in reschire *be An Lo peri-
meter. The remaining two companias of tha air-
borne bettalion wers cut off from Aa Loe and
forted to move south, where they werw Iater piched
up by VNAF helicopters. The emy now held the
high ground above An Loc.

{C) In the meantime, the vlite ¥th YVC Division
"Rs making mo progress in its atiack on An Loc.
Heary losses in personnel and *quipment preventsd
any further progress by the three Asssuiting enemy
Tegimenta. AR enemy plan to disengage, move
mmm:unwuu.wamuhchmm
south never materialized. Gn 21 April the 5th and
8tz Airborne Battalions bad loeed on An Loe and
eccupled positivns among the robber trees just south
of the town. The wsuicw of ihis relatively fresh
and oite fighting force in the southern perimeter
was critical in preventing the eneray’s axecution of
this plan. Steady enemy ground presaure and con-

tnous rocket and artillery fire into An Loc cune
unued threugh 22 April Aftar the twenty-second
gtvand prewsure lessemed and the shelling phase
of the battle began 1 sarnest Antlaireraft fires
contihued to remain intense. These made belicoptar
opearations 1nt¢ An Loe almest nonexistent except
for recsssary American advisory resupply and
medical evacuation of American peTIOnNG X2

1U) When the stteck ended on the twenty-second
of April, COL Miller reportad to MG Hollingzworth
that the efemy had Increased his indirect fires
“simost to the point of hombardrent™ There was
mo change in the situatic- in th northern part of
the city. The northeastsrr ~prne, temained heavily
fortified an2 strongly ¢ feuded by the enemy, and ~
lMdDARVNu-wpswmmLh.»‘:ruchthou
positions. The 8lat Ranger Group was able to move’
n the northwestern corner and 1o xore gmins
agaiast the ememy by using the AC-1M Spectre
aireraft squipped with the 105mm howitzer. The
enemy bald the dominant terrain around An Loe
88 2 res it of having driven the 6t Airborne Bat-
talion and the airborne brignde hesdquarters from
Windy HIM and Hill 169. Antisircraft fire con-
tinoed arvund the city. “Enemy enjoys observing
8o resupply; enemy enjoys lack of helicopters land-
ing at this location,” the senior sdvizor continued.
“Coma bell or hixh water, both should be accom-
plished.”

(U} Intelligence reports indicated that the enemy
{orces sarrounding the city were dispersing into
dispositions that sought to overcome or reduce the -
offects of B-52 striken South Vietoamese unity °
conducting short patrels after 22 April confirmed
thet snemy troops were being killed by air strikes.
The tactical situstion rvmained assentisily un-
changed until 10 May. Neither ride made significant
xiins or sustsined sufficign: losses 0 necensitate
Yielding. South Vietnamese belicoptars flew some
suecesaful troop replacement minslons inta the air-
borne positions south of the eity, but they continued
o sustain heavy losses in men and equipment. The
South Vietnamese defenders were ably to fYacuaty
seme of their wounded, but only the most able-
bodied were sbis to board the YNAF helicoptery
which, in moat cases, refused to do more than hover
momentarily. 3y consistently probing on the wesg
side of the perimeter, the enemy managed to oo-
€upy & smail portion of a city block near the in-
tersection of Routs 248 with the perimetsr romd.
By persistent efforts the themy eventually securvd
the full block. .

(U} Enemy indirect fires continued o strike the
city at the rats of about 1.000 rounds & day. All
available calibers of mortars, rochets, snd artillery,
in addition to !100mm tenk gunfire, wer. empicyed.
On tarve occasions, CS or tear gyrs projectiles were
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fired In the vicinity of the Sth ARVN Diviswon
command post The projectiles were srmed by
quick. delay, and time fuzes. Late in the shelling
period on B May the sapior advizor to the Sih
Division noted thet the amwount of artitery fired

divigion command pest. With the continued shail-
ing and the Lack of sarial rwsupply. the conditions
n An Loc Adetertorstad rapidly.??

RESUPPLY BY AIR

ll!)hun'l’hprilt..u.lnm:.nl.umn-
supplied entirely by sif- The ememy had completaly
Mlllmdlludmgintolhllrﬂ:ndmoth'r
lines of communication were available to thc de-
fenders and their suppert organizstions. During
thy first week of the fighting around the ¢ity, us
air Forcee mﬂr:uhldmlbnnudnor con-
sidered neceszary. Omly gradusilly did ground com-
manders realize thet the danger from enemy ground
fire was prohibit.inly costly to slow-moving heli-
coptara and C-123 aireralt. From T o 19 April

damage from antisircraft fire and one Vietnamese
CHAT was detroyed. The Vietnamese Air TForee
continued for another week with C-123 sortivs using
the low level paradrop method. This worked weil
for 39 sortias, but on thae 40th, the aircraft was Mt by

was cmlid immedistely. From this time on, the
defenders of the eity were entirely depandent upon
S Air Force C-170n for sarial resuppiy.

{C) During the last flve days of the Vietnamese

C.123 effort, while the first major attack wes

ingly. oo 15 April MACY requested that the U3
Air Forcs begiw dropping sopplis into An Leoc

daylight dreps with C-130 sirersft The luals con-
tained samunilion, rations, and medical supplies.
Aiming for 8 20,0 eaater 3quUare over & Boccer field
in the southern portion of Ins 10w U -+ miissions
were successful in delivering the sopplies. The first
four sircTa{t, however. suffered moderste \& e
damage [rom enemy ground fire. aml the fifth
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crashed after peing hit. The Alr Foree cpderstand-
ably tarminated sarial cvsupply using this mathod ™

(Cy The high aititode  low opming {HALO)Y
maethod was tried next. In this tachnique, the supply
bundles are dropped in free fall from & relatively
d-mddmuiﬂlmululmc

the tachnical Eachground and experience DeCessAry
for tha mere complex packing techniques required
tor the high sititde low opening method. Until
thess problems —ould be solved, the Air Forew v
turned to the low altitude container delivery sy»
LeeT .

1y r-:-ruy-.nbaawkmmrom
flew mississs wing this system im daylight. Even
though different sir routss were waed, the ememy
was

abie over the drop 1088 whe=e they slewad to spreds
of about 130 knots: every aircrafl making an aerisl
delivery recsived hattle damage. Although the Alr

an aircralt was hit by enamy grouna fire, exploded.
and crashed. Low Javel daliveries 3t night became®
the order of business ontil the high altitude delivery

+C) The night resupply missions wers NOL 88

the difficully ™= identifyirg the drop tonet at nights
e sreall ares within the cefensive perimuter made

MW
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the drop zones smaller than those recommended
m stundard USAF guidelines, so even 2 near miss
ten resuited in Jeas of the supplies te the snemy.
These problems were magnified st night because
even using drop rone marker lights, pilots found
it hard s distinguiah the markers from the many
fires and lights of An Loc. An attampt at extabligh.
ing £ spottar system oa the groond to recover lost
bundies failed because the forward sir controllars
wers raluctant (o give advance warniog of the
rrsupply rons, even by asing codewords. As s result,
waArnings came sitber tos early se that spotters
tred of thyir watch, or came ot the last misate,
allowing no time for them te rench their positions.
Use of the AC-130 spotlight to iHuminats the drop
sone wai tried, but was discontinoed because of the
danger to the gunships from enemy flre. Neitter
did attaching lights to the dropped bundles Melp.
High Intensity fashing lights werw mistaken for
small arms fire. and constant beam flashlights
could not be seen because of their low intensity.
Aftar u third C-130 crashed on the night of 3 May,
COL Miller recommended to MG Hollingaworth
that all low sititude aserial resupply attempts be
discontinued unti! & vorkuble method coald ba de-
velowed. On 4 May, alf planned resupply drops were
cancelled =

1C) In the mesntime, the US Army and Air
Force had been wrorking together to solve the prob-
lerms related to high altitude drops. Seventyaix
packers arrived from the Army'v M0th Quarter-
master Aerial Rasupply Company on Okinaws,
and together with Air Foree quality control per-
sonpel they worked om troubleshooting procedure
to isclate the causes of parschuts malfunctions.
Theae twoe teams produced immediate Improve.
ment in the delivery of resepply by air drop.

tU) Two methods of high sititude drop werw
used successfully begivniag on 4 May. The first
was the initially sbortive HALO system; the other
was the high velocity drop. Exparimentation whils
dropping supplies inta An Loc determined what
items were bes? vsed with sach method HALO was
improved to the point where 91 percent of all
bundles dropped landed in the drop xone. High aiti-
tude high velocity drops proved ts be even more
accurste, with 98 percent of the bundles hitting
the drop 1one '

tU) Advisors om the groond In An Loc agreed
that serisl resupply was sufficient, sithough there
were sorme problems. “l never went hungry,” said
CPT MoffetL, the Deputy Senior Advisor to the 3d
Ranger Group. “l slweys had plenty of rice and
tons and there were aiwnys plerty of bullets lying
sround, and | doa’t think the resupply prodlem.
strictly an opiniod, war nesrly as hed as they
Mmade it to be because they liked 0 exaggersie

quite s WL™ COL Walter F. Ulmer. Jr.. the Senior
Advisor te the 3tk ARVN Division, sgreed. “Al-
though thefs were sume extended periods when
esrtain items were in short supply.,” he reported
after the battly had bewn won, “logistical support
for the battls of An Loc was satisfactory.™#
(V) Omee the nerial delivery problem had been
solved, distribution of the supplies on the ground
remained the major difficulty. “It was slmost a
murder scene,” BG MeGHfert reportcd waler. "The
xuys whe pot thers jirst got the goods™ Not until
late in the battie Jid an effective organisr lon for
distribution of supplies exist. There were reports
of [irefights between groups of ARVN soldiers
wver dropped food supplies: sven the Amarican ad-
visors were threatensd. The dog-set-dog attitude

" persisted until lste May when sufficient supplies
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were arriving. The prodlem was finally solved
when BG Huag placed the commander of the air-
borne brigude ia charge of recovery and distri-
bution of the sirdrops. Hung alse sent the Divirion
G4 and sn ARVN colonsl to the drop sone to keep
Uste of what had been recovered and whoe had
rectived . Tnstead of soldiers or units fending
for themselves, teams were sent 1o the recovery
area where airborne soldiers baued the supplies in
mtoned amounts.

{U) Undl 24 May the artillery fires of the en-
eircling enemy forces complicated the recovery and
distribution problem. As scon as a supply drep
was made, snemy Indirert fires began to hit the
drop 1ane: consequently there were no volunteer: to

go W the aren and supervise the distribution pro- -

cess. Later, enemy fire diminkshed w0 the point
where sffective recovery could be made.®

1U) In sddition to disrupting the recovery and
distribation of supplies, -incoming fire preventad
the use of Vietnamese Air Force heilcopters for
medical suppori. This Jeversly affected the morsie
of the soldies in the An Loc perimeter, for they
koew that if they were severnly wounded, evacus-
tion to proper mediral care was unlikely, and medi-
cal supplles at An Loc were eritieally low. The
deteriorating medical situation was obvicus to all:
the hoapital faciiities had been destroyed in the
first days of the battle, and until sarly June seriai
resupply efforts wers not succesaful in gecting
needed medical supplies 1o the besieged forces.
Many of the wounded died from lack of proper
sdantion, and the suthorities on the seene wery
forewd to resort to mass burials in reiatively shaliow
Fraves. o

{U) The diffiruity in hellcopter support war ai-
tributed te both a lack of leadership and faulty
organization. Ameriean sdvisors agreed thst it was
difficuit to et the Vietnomese helicopter pilots o,
Ny mesr An Loc. Not only were they wary of the
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a3 they flew toward and
about
artillery fire that tollowed
and imaginative lradeTsbip

w3 needed to prevent the VNAF pilots frem follow-
An Loe.

one or two helicopters landed:

casions, caly the fint
of resch of the wounded who

the Test hoversd ot
naé-dunt.boud.

{U)} Thers was & measure of logic in remaining
pting to reach safety abomrd the
aireraft. On many oceasions balicopters within resch
dmnmu!mndywmp—dndmmn-d

compounded he aifficaltiss.
{U) !n late Mar. after American halicopters -
ppiied the
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the city to shaw them how it was dome. At flret.
Hoillingaworth was adamant in his refusal, but he
finally agreed 10 one operation if the YNATF heli-
copter unit would meet certain strict conditions
Arsericans would be in command of the entire effort
froem start to finish. A VNAF coluoel would have to
fiy with the American mission commander t» help
control the Vietnamess pilots, and he would be re-
quired ta participste In the reconnaissance flight,
The pilota themsslves wers required 1o agres in ad-
vance that they would obey the orders given by the
Amarican mimion commander, and discipline them-
seives aguinst breaking formadon or sborting dur-
ing the mission, Finally, Minh was required to talk
persenally to BG Hung over the radlo and insure
that the 5th Division Commander would have a
senior ARVN officer on the landing zone W control
4 wounded Scath Vietnamese soldiers. Minh agreed
to all of these conditons. !

U The operaticn took piace os 3 May. COL
John Richardson, commander of the American 12th
Comhat Aviation Group, planned the movemsnt and
wis in charge of the execution of the operation. He
piloted the lend ship, with four VNAF helicoplors ta
follow him in. Moving into the rity at trestop level,
the sirerzft encountered insignificant smali arms
fire. At the landing 1one, however, not all went as
had been planned and as LTG Minh had promised.
The trail helicopter came down low eaough only to
kick off supplies and then hevered out of reach of
the soidiers on the ground. The lead American ship
was able t» take om 3 full lond of stretcher coses,
but only because the strong-arm tactics of the door

- gunmers heid the walhing wounded at hay. The other

¥NAF helicopters were overwhaimed by walking
wounded and simeost swamped: in the esd these
eraft did not take out any of the mory seriously
wounded. Although the operstion wus not wholly
succwssful, the helicopters had landed In An Loe and
shown it could be done. For the next several wesis,
the Vietnamese Air Forve succeeded in getting three
or 7 ir ships a day into and out of An Loc.*

tU) Part of the problem throughout had besn that
the helicoptars belonged o 1he Vietnamese Air
Force, while their primary user wus the Yietnamess
Army. Thers was no single commander jointly
responsibie for both the helicopter pilots and the
ground troopas baiow the level of the Chief af the
Vietnamese Joint General Staff. Earlier in the war
the derision had been made thet helicopters would
be given w the Air Foree, but at An Lo this sys-
tern was wholly unsucceaaful. Senior Amercian offi-
cers thought that the best system was thet sdopted

- by the U3 Army. If the Vietnamese Army com-

manders were gitan direct control over the heli-
ropter units, these units in turn wouid becomne more
responsive to the needs of the troops on the yround.

At An Loe the system war tos cowplicated The
defenders of An Lor werw {asced with a situation
where an ARVN lievtmnant reneral had noe control
over & VNAF ecviorel. Aithough the VNAF colonel
WAS Quits coopeTRlLIYe Mmoel of the Lime, Uhe general
ctould mot obtain the flexibrity and response that
he peeded ts suswain his opemation sueccesafully. He
had been forced to beg for American leadership to
step in whers the VNAF commanders would not s

. RELATIONS WITH CIVILIANS

iUy A major factor complicating the defense
of An Loe during the long weeks of the siege wua
the presence of large nombers of civillana. The
normal city populatia had been swcllem with re-
fugees fieeting froa. ‘oc Ninh anc the villages
surrounding An Loe during the North Vietnamese
and Viet Cong advance. "

(FOUQ) When it became spparent that the
fighting would spresd t» An Loe¢, many of the In-
habitants wanted to- e the town. The P-ovince
Chisf refused to permit them to leave as they
pleased, and his setions disgruntied much of the
local citizenry. They later changs| their opinion
of this policy, however, when oth.rs wure killed
or captured by .he enemy while .rying to leave
Aa Loe. Refugees reportsd hundred of exscutions
in Loe Ninh and rvinforeed this chaige of attitude.
For the most part the government ~~oops received
the cooperation of ‘the townspeople. Most of the
civilians did not panic and did not complain sbout
their hardshipe and losses. Significantly, those wheo
did leave the ares wwnt esouth toward arvas held -
by the South Vietnamess. The penple fesred that
the North Vietnamese would kill them or exposs
tberm to danger in involuntary sugport roles if they
wery captured These fears were supp-rted by the
harsh axperiences of those who attamted to flew
to the wooth but wery stopoed by the enemy. As »
result the people of the town voluntarily supported
the government soldiors and were grateiul to them
for defending what remained of An Los.

{FQUQ) In the early days of the fighting around
An Lor the North Viewnamese and Vit Cong had
encouragwed civillans te leave the Ar Lor ares: but
Inter, realizing that the presence of large numbers
of civilians in the An Lor perimeter would creats
considerasble logistical probiems tor the government
forcen, they indiseriminately killed anyone who at-
temptad 0 leave the town. Early in the hattle
large group of civilians led by = French Catholic
priest and & Buddhist monk tried ty escape An Loe
to the south, They w~= ahl~ to move several kilo-
meters on their way before they were stopped by
the snemy. The abie-bodied men and women were
kidnapped, as well as the older women who might
be useful in suppart roies, and sent toward Loc
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Ninh. Dy the old men and children were left.
Subsequent artempts by civillans to break out serw
also ansucensful. Every group leaving the peri-
matar was briught under heary enemy mortar fire.
Observers etimated that between four ang flve
hundred of the several thousand who tried to escape
were nilled as & result of this trestment After
seversl such experiences with their hberators. most
peopla from the An Loc ar:= cast their lot with the
government forces. s

(U) The prasence of the civilians in the An Loc
perimeter strained the alresdy overburdened asrial
resupply system. Until the delivery of supplies by
air became offective in late May, the civilians were
a drain en food astocks and medical supplies. In
many cases, the civilians would ecompete with
soldiers for recovery of food and medical supplies
from the drop 1one. This was not only because of
the lack of such items in the besieged city but also
becsuse of the failure to organize an effective syy-
tem for recovery ind distribution of supplies.+?

(FOUO) Ralations batween the civillans trapped
fn An Loc and the government forces defending
tha city varied from unit to unit. The townapeople
had high pralse for the performanee of the Regicnal
and Popular Forces, the airborne brigade, the ran rer
bettalions, and iater, the troops of the 18th Divis-on
who replaced the 5th Division at An Loc, although
they wery considered to be inetfectual militarily.
For the officers and men of the 5th Division, how-
ever, the townspeople had nothing but scorn. The
soldiers of the 5th Division engaged in cobsider-
abla looting and in some cases sven fired into the
houses to force the occupants out. Although the
officers of the 5th Division did not encournge loot.
ing, they apparently lacked sufficient controi- and
discipline to prevent it

(FOUO) A surprisingiy large number of 5tk
Division soldiers were wking drugs. Cbaervers
within the city estimatad that perhaps an average

THE SIEGE —

THE SECOND ATTACK

IC) On the {irst of May, the enemy forces
began to sat the stage for what became a second
desperate attempt to eapture An Loc. On that day
the 5th VC Division moved its hesdqusrters to the
vicinity of Hill 169 thres kilometers southeast of
An Loc. On the following day the E3 and 17ith
Reximents of the division moved to poaitions three
kilometers sust of An Loc in the vicimity of Windy
Hill, and north of their divisinn hesdquarters. The
185th NVA Regiment left its roacd™'~2¥inz positions
or Routs 13 to the south and moved southwest of
the An Loe perimeter. The 14ist NVA Regximent
maved north to & position within three kilometers

Tt e e b T o

of twenty men in each company wers uping nar-
cocies. Much of the looting appareatly stemmed
from the need of the young soldiers to actuire
goods to trade for the drugy. The sddicts among
the troops left their units, did not carry weapons,
lived in and arvund the town, and preyed on the
townspeople.

{FOUO) [n addition, the troops of the 5th Divl-
sion weras obsarved selling the alrdropped food and
medical supplies. On at least one occasion troops of
the divigion fired on ranger and airborme troops
who wers sttempting to retrieve some rations. Much
of this trouble arone from a lack of supervision and
lendership within the 5th Division. Observers re-
marked upon the noticeable absence of senior offl-
cers actively engaged in directing the perimetar

defense. Two government civilian cadre never saw

the division commander throughout the siexe. The
troops of the 5th Divislon seemed to be commanded
solely by company grade officers. The only visible
fleld grade officers were those with the ranger and
airborne battalions +

{U) In the ranger sector of the perimetsr the
relationship between the trapped civilians and the
rangers was quite differwnt. Therw were about 2,000
civilians in that ares, with whom they shared their
food freeiy. In return, the people cooked for the
rangwrs and sought out edible vegetation and small
animals to add to the meals of both. Ths inhabitants
also took care of the rangers’ clothes. If one of the
civillana became wounded, the rangers saw that the
wound was dressed and bandaged: unit corpamen
wers used to assist. [t was a working relacionship
of great benefit to both parties. In addition,
civilisns would oecasionally enter that portion of
the city heald by the enemy: upon their return, they
woukd report to the rangers what had been observed,
thus making moch useful information available to
the friendly forces.®

PHASE 11

south of the An Loc defensive lines. The 275th YC
Regiment remained in pincs on Windy Hill from
which it had driven the airborne artillery hattery
on 13 April. By 7 May the 5th VC Division with
its three regiment. was positioned emst and south-
east of An Loc, the 1413t and 165th Regimenta of
the Tth NVA Division were located 3outh and south-
west of the eity, and the 272d and 93C Ragiments
of the 9th VC Division wers northeast of the peri-
matar. These enemy regiments surrounding the city
wery within two to three thousand meters of the
defensive lines.

tC} Facing these seven enemy regiments were
less than 4.000 South Vietnamese soidiers inside
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the An Loc perimeter, warritorial and regular forces
combinea. At least & thousand weres wounded, al-
though most ward able to man their defensive
positiona in & {imited way. Morale was low at this
stage of the siege; the Sth Division Commandsrt.
'hmmwmd.mdthdr American
advisors were conv'nced that the defenss could oot
hold aguirst snother atteck- They strusaad to MG
Hollingsworth the affects of the continuous artil-
lery bomberdment and the failure of the Vietnamsese
Alr Fores to evacuatd the wounded. Their troops
were reluctant to mova, shoat, or otherwisze axposs
themsalves; they undarstood that there was UO
;hnnnlurthnmwhmndifthqm
wounded. “1 spcntnmhauﬂdulnlthlcoum
of the Dext few days encouraging the Province
Chief, the Division Commander, and thair advisors
to hold thelr positions,” Hollingaworth reported.
My attempta -t0 belittle the cspability of the
snemy and to strengthan friendly forces’ morale
seamed almoat hopdless. Enemy positions and move-
ments, ntensity of antiaireraft fire, and the in-
ereass in enemy artillary and rockets ageinst An
Loc pointed to an imminent all out attack.™"

{C) MG Hollingsworth’s concern cver a renewsl
of the battle was conflrmed when & rallier from
the Headguarters, 5th ¥C Division, tarned himself
over to regional forces on patrol a short distanes
from the An Loc perimeter.on 5 May. The captive
was immedistely intarrogated by the Binh Long
Province Chief, LTC Thinh. The raliler, & Viat
Cong lieutenant, told his questionsra that the com-
mander of the 9th VC Division had been severely
reprimanded hy the Central Office for South Viet-
nam {COSYN) for the diviston’s failurs to capture

VC Divislon, whose forces now socircled the city,
hed told COSVN that he could take An Loc in two
days as he had taken Loc Ninkh The rallier under-
stood that the Communiat high command had then
placed the Eth VC Divislon in charge of the next
sssault on the city. The 9th YC Division had bemn
relegated to & supporting role in the attack. The
prisoner indicated tkat & detarmined enemy effort
unimt&nt.o:cwldbcupandinth-nw
futare.’!

(C) Strong ehemYy ground probes and increas-
ing indirect artillery fire beginning st 0530 hours
on 9 May alerted MG Hollingsworth to the probable
tming of the next major sttack. Within two hours
the ground pressure subsided, but the heavy bom-
bardment by memy ardllery, mortar, and rockets

of enemy atiacks in Vietnam, and armed with the
knowledge of enemy dispositions and intantions
provided hy the raliier, Hollingss rth begad to
plan the defensa. Hu believed that the snemy would
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make the major attack on the morning of 11 Mry,
fotlowing another day of ground probes sgainst the
South Vietnamess defenses. On @ May the general
selectad 18 target boxes for B-52 bombers, 1upple-
mentsd by slmost 200 tactical air strikes, Hollings-

planned Abrams agreed with Bollingyworth’s ta-
seasment and promised to send him everything that
he requestad.

(C) At the same dme, GEN Abrams proposed a
pew plan for the employment of B-62 strikes. His
scheme was to give the total atrike capability for
s 24 hour period @ each miutary region in turm.
axcapting Military Region 4, which was not ip~luded
hecauss of the relatvely jow level of enemy nctivity
thers. Aftar three days, strikes would be sllocatsd
on the basls of the situation, each region normally
receiving eight B-52 strikes wach day. MG Holling»-
worth was concarned that Military Region 3 would
not receive any allocadon “or two days following
the day sat aside for hiro. Bacause he believed that
a major battie was immlxe t, howsver, he agreed
with the plan under the cvndidon that Military
Region 3 have the first da, of the full strikes.
Abramg approved and wanted to know only when
to start. Hollingsworth adviscd the geersl that he
would provide an answar on the naxt day.”T

(C) The 5th VC Divigion commander followed the
pattern suspected by MG Hollingaworth. On 10
May the snemy repeatsd their pattern of strong
ground. probes befors daylight, withdrawing within
two hours. Hollingaworth resdfusted the 18 target
boxes planned the day bafors a:r d added seven more,
based upon his analysis of e ground probes.
During the aftarnoon of 10 May, the TRAC com-
mander sdvized GEN Abrama that the enemy would
begin his main attack and ground assaults on 1l
May. He asked that Abrams allocate him one B-52
atrike every 55 minutes for the next 25 hours
beginning at 063v, 11 May. Abiams agreed

{C) On the morning of 11 ulay st 0035 hours
the encircling enemy intensified his indirect tire
pombardment of the An Loc perimeter, now mesjut-
ing 1,000 by 1,500 meters. At 0530 hours the ground
assault began from all sides. SA-T missiles were
used against Cobra gunehips, tactical sireraft, and
forward air controilers. During the dey, An Loc
was hit by 8,300 rounds of indirect fire. In addi-
tion to the unprecedented uss of the SAM missiles
and the longer =n’ more intensive artiliery com-
bardmant, the attack differed in other respects from
the first major enemy offort in April. The enemy
launched coordinated attacks with tanks and infan-
try, aithough his handling of Lhese forcea remained
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amateurish, On the friendly side mest ARVN
soidiers, proefiting by ther vartior experionces, slood
their ground againat the enemy armor and destroyed
the tanks with the M-72 Light Anutank Wespon.

(U The sneiay mein attacks came from the wert
and northeast. The attacking forces were able to
sstabilah two penetrstions [n these areas {hg.
J-5). Their tactic was to coatinue ts push tanks
and Infantry Into the psneursted dafenses in erder
to expand the salients snd link ovp In the conter
of the town, thereby splitting the remaining de-
fenders inta enclaves that could be defeatad in
detail. This threst was countersd whea BG Hung.
the 3th ARVN Division Commander, moved the Bth
Alrborne Battalion from the south of the eity. He
asasigned the bettalion the mission of blocking the
penetrations in both the west and northesst. This

ol Al S s B I 2ud Sad Ses by D ndiRa AL SR AY
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tactie slopped the snemy I8 pisce. The westarn
sslient was them maethodically attarked by VNAT
A-1E Shyrsioers and AC.1J0 Spectre FuRsRIDS.
Recsusse of tha narrowness of the Rortheastern
sabent, the YNAF Nghteis were unabls 18 drep
thelr bombe: friendly troops were tos ricss. The
Spectre gunships were highly effective, hawever,
and heiped te rontain this northeastern panstrsiioa.
At the same tims, they Inflicted heavy casuaities
ov the spemy troops In their bunhered posilons.
Spectre alse foreed the enemy soidiers into the
open whare they wers hit by small srms fire or
triggersd mechanical ambushes,

(C} In rountering the sssault sa An Loe, MG
Holllagswerth employed 297 sarties of taetienl air
support on 11 Muy, ahd apprevimataly 260 sorties
on euth of the following foar days. He had berrewed
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five additional B-32 strikes from Military Ragion
2 to bnng the total to 30 serikes wnthin & 24 hour
period. This overwhelming use of flrepower was
eoflective in supplementing the efforts of the ARVN
troops within the perimster. One example oecurred
on 11 Msy, when spproximately 40 tanks and
srmored wehicles artemptad to entar An Loc. By
noon on 13 May they had been destroywd. During
the fighting several erews nad abandoned their
tanks and had mallied to the ARVYN forces in the
city.~d

(U The rapid succession of B-52 strikes was
heartwarming to the dafenders on the groond in An
Loc. Not aware of the discuasions between GEN
Abrams and MG Hollingsworth, one advisor was
incredulous. "The surprisingly fast B-52 strikes
that we recsived on the elocventh of May were just
unbelievable,” remembered CPT Moffett with the
rangers. “1 couldn't belleve that we got sc many

B-82 strikes 30 fast.” The bombs landed within 800
meters of the ARYN foress on the perimetar with
only & few soldiers wounded as they ware geiting
into their bunkers. The eoffectivensss of the dig
bombers was apparent to all obssrvers inside An
Lot, who called for them to be dropped clossr to
the defensive lines.

{U) The B-523 oasd In close ground support
proved to be s flexible system as weil. BG
MeGlifert estimated that over B0 paresnt of the
strikes wure divertad from their original targets on
11 abd 12 May. As the ground targets sppearsd, close
cvoperstion bstwesn MG Hollingsworth's ataff,
MACY J.3. and the Strategic Alr Command Ad-
vanced Echelon at MACV Headquartsrs permitted
a change of target within an hour befors the
bombers wars dus to relesss thelr ordnance. In one
case the B8lat Airborne Ranger Group was sub-
jected to intensive pressure from an enemy regi-

Jubilant ARYM seidiers with o« T-54 tosk coptured during the ssemy atfack oa 11 Mgy,
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ment. amd & B-A2 strike was Jiverted to hit thin
troup concentration. The reximent was eliminsted
as an offective {ighting force.™’

1C) By ncon of the eleventh the emoloyment of
firepower from the aiy, combinnl with s stsady
resistance on the ground, bad broken Lhe enemy
attack. WG Hollingaworth reporisd to GEN Abramas
that the attack had been thwarted by zoon, with
many enemy soldiers fleeing in s staie of dis-
organization from the areas that had besn struck
by the B-d2s. Thess paniched Lioops were attacked
by the tactical sircraft and xround fire as they
ran. During the afterncon no moving erany tanks
were reported and attacks by indirect fire fell off
considerably. Seversl NVA tanke were [found
abandoned aftar recgiving frienaly fir™=

(C) By 2000 hours on 12 May there were indi-
eations that the enemy was preparing to lsunch
another attack in his abortive attempt to eapture
the province capital. Tark fire from standoff poui-
tions hit the city, smd thers was & corcinuous
exchange of small arma {ire arcund the perimater.
Worsening weather complicated the support avail-
abie to the defenders, but AC-110 Spectre gunships
were ahle 160 remain on station and keep the enemy
off-balance. The B-32 striken continued to come at
rexular intervals, ami M4 Hollingwworth reported

to GEN Abrama that the heavy bombers “spoiled’

amother apparent cnemy voffort to seize An Loe.”
Although the TRAC rommander felt that the situa-
tion remained serious. he wan confldent that the
city would hold out.™

{C) On 13 May enemy attacks by indirect fire
were moderate, and standoff tank fire was reported
from the sonth, weal, amd north. At 0145 hours on
14 May enemy troop meovrment was noticed to the
west and southwest of the cily, together with more
tank fire from the weat. MG Hollingsworth thought
that the enemy was guing to try another nasault.
“If s0,” he wired GEN Abrams the next day, “he
was dissuaded by the timely delivery of three ARC
LIGHTS." Once agmin, the B-52 strikes had besn
decisive. By midmomning, the two salients had been
reduced in size and mont of the ovcupiml territory
returned to ARVN control. The tide of the battle
had tomed.*?

1C} Enemy indirect fire continued to decrease on
15 May. There were no significant enuagements
that day. The situation had stabilized. By nixhtfali
the enemy had withdrawn except for the company
size forces in the two smaller salients. “The enemy
had lost his capability for further offensive actiona
in Binh Long Province,” concluded MG Hollings-
worth,™*

{U) For the next ten deys the situation at An
Lo¢ remained stalemated. Contacts with enemny
forces were significantly reduced. althouxh artillery
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and antisirerasft fre remmined heavy. The Ith
ARVN Divoion advisgrs estimated that the snemy
was turning his attention toward the South Viet.
namese forces attempting to advance along Route
13 toward An Loc from the south. Aithougn snemy
setivity within the two saall salients dwindled,
ARVYN forces were unable to reduce them sasily
The enemy fourht stubbornly from bunkered poss.
tions. Fiaaily the western sallent was suceessfaily
fianked by the 3th ARVN Regiment and ‘he tak
there became one of cienning out the ~wmaining
pockets of resistance.®
RELIEF FROM THE 30UTH

U} The operation to clear Zoute 13 nad bem
bogged dewn by enemy resistance from the begin.
ning. The 21st ARVX Division had closed on Lus
Khe on 12 April after disengaging from heary fight.
ing 'c the Deita’s U 3linh Forest. Initlally the
division Lud been assiygned the mission to secury
the highway north from Lai Khe to Chon Thanh
The first major engagement occurred during 24 to 29
April thirteen kilometers north of Lai Khe s the
213t DHvision sought to fight its way toward Chon
Thanh. The 101st Independent NYA Regiment had
blockes the road on 22 April, eleven days after the
22d ARVN Rcgiment had moved the vehicle to Chon
Thenh. The 32d Regiment attacked from the north
in combination with the 2d ARVN Regiment from
the south to destroy the enemy forre On 27 April
the 101st NVA Reximent withdrew to the west,
leaving the K-8 Battalion of the 165th NVA Regi-
ment in contact to cover the disengagement. The
remnants of this battalion were driven from their
heavily fortifled pomitions two days later.

(U) With the road now clear to Chon Thanh, the

21st Division began wffensive operations north of
the base where the 3lst ARVN Regiment, airlifted
there during the fghting to the south, had en-
countared incressink enemy resistance. Six kilo-
meters north of Chon Thanh the other two bat-
taliona of the !85th NVA Regiment had occupied
strong defensive poritions. The fighting raged for
the first 11 davs of May, supported by military
tactieal air, and B-52 strikes. At some point late
in the battle the vnemy reinforced with the 20uth
NYA Repiment. During the fighting the commander
of the 31st Regiment was seriously wounded and
control over the operatich pasned 1o the :}2d Rewic
ment. On 13 May the enemy position was finslly
overrun. The South Vietnamese now had control
over the highway to a point eight kilometers north
of Chon Thanh.

(U} Fresh from this latest victory in the advanc?
up Routs 1%, the 32d ARVN Regiment was given
the musaion of clearing the enemy to the Tau 0
Bridge, five kilometers 10 the north, The opposink
force was the strongly reinforced 2iith NVA Reg-
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ment, which had [allen back 1w hesvily fortifiea days the R4 ARYN Ragiment fought to push the
rOSIL NS in depth. This network was eantared 30 enamy out of the arsa. Despite extansive use of . ¥
the deep swamps of the Tau O stream. For 13 B-52s, tactical air support, and artillery, the ARVXN
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forces were orsuecesmsful. Om 21 Jume the &4l
ARVN Regiment wa: relieved of the missicn. How-
ever, the drive of the regiment norta had pulled
enemy forces away from *he An Loc pervmeter in
late May, easing the situation in the besiexed Lro-
vi.ce capital

tU) The last major battle at An Loc was foumnt
concnurrently with the fighting at the Tau O
Bridge. Enemy pressure on tke city made relief by
outeide ground forees sssantial An urgent require-
ment wzs the deployment of artillery support to a
pasition capadle of supporting both the 3 ARVN
Begiment in ita attempt to drive north and the
defenders within the An Loc perimeter. Accord-
ingly, on 15 May the 15th Reximent, which had
arrived from the $th ARVN Divisior. in the Deita
thres days ensiier, was given the mission to secure
and estz blish this fire base. On that day the lat
Battalion of the regiment end the 9th Armored
Cavalry Regiment begmn their attack. The task
foree bypassed enemy resistance to the east of
Routs 1) and moved in the direction of Tan Khei
hemiet, ten kilometers south of An Loc snd four
kilometers north of thke Tau O Bridge. Simulta-
neously, the 2d Battalion, 15th Regiment, and the
regimental command group made an oir wssauit
into the Tan Ehai ares. On 18 May they securmi
the hemlet Later in the Jay. VNAF Chinooks ana
sn American Sky Crang brought in three 105mm
howitzers and & platoon of 153mm howitzers. The
following day, the 1d Battalion, the reximental
light command post. and the 33d Rewiment (-}
resched the new fire support base. On 18 May, the
armor and infantry column, delayed by the diffi-
cult terrain to the southesst. closed on the hamlet

1C) For & few days enemy activity in the vieinity
of the fire base was negligible. By 20 May the
snetny had turned his attention away from An Loc
,and rescted to the threat from the south. That day
the Iilst NYA Rexgiment, which bhad juat moverd
from An Loc, lsunched an attack agsinst the base.
This initisl battle lasted for three days. The de-
fendars of Tan Khai held out against this and all
subsequent attacks through June. The existence
of this hase briught the needed relief from enemy
presaure to the defenders of An Loc™

1) The weary ARVN forecs within the An Loc
perimetsr took advantags of the reapite afforded
by the move of enemy troopa to the scuth. Patroi.
line outward from the defenses increased, and the
bodiea of many enemy dead were discoversd. As
the South Vietnamese troops regained an agxres-
sive wpirit, clesring operations were begun agsinst
the northern salient. On 8 June the 1st Battalion,
48th ARVYN Regiment, eliminated the Iast enemy
¢ ilstance in the northern salient. By 12 June the
remaining pockets of resistanmce in the former
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western walient were reduoced hy the Tth ARVY
Reviment. The situation continued to improve on
17 and 14 June when 1500 fresh Goops. mostly
from the 18th ARVX Division. were lifted into the
city by American helicoptere.

10y By 18 June., with enemay indirect fire con-
tinuing to decrease, the 5th ARVN Division began
offensive cperstions, pushing out in ail Jirecticns
from the perimeter. The With Regiment seized Hill
160 om 17 Juae. From this regained vantuxe point.
they odserveld several cuncentrations of enemy
troopa. Tactical wir suppert was called. and the
enemy formations were dispersed after suf’ering
beavy cssualties. Somwll conwrts continued  all
arcund the city ss enemy bunkers were systemati-
cally reduced. Large amounts of enemy equipment
wery captured. On 18 June control of the lat Air-
borne Brigede reverted direcuy to 1[I Corps. and
the brigade moved the next day by foot o Tan
Khai for airlift out of the An Lot sres. Ralliers
and prisonare of war reported at botk An Loc and
Tan Khai that the snemy had taken Lirr losses
and that many more eremy Loops wers r uly Lo
rally.t -

1Ur Although Route 13 had not been r wnei
and fighting continued oy ARVN forcwa a‘wsckai to
reguin territory around An Loc, the sremy ffen-
sive in Binh Long Province hai ended. By 1» June’
the situation around An Loc had improvei to the
point that LTC Minh, the [l Corps Commaniier, de
ciared that the siewe was overs:

1C} The remaimder of the year was spent in’
pushing the enemy back from An Loc and in ex-

.chanying fresh troops for those who had par.ici-

pated in the defense of the province cxpital. Gn 11
July the 18th ARVN Division completed its relef
of the 5th ARVXN Division at An Lor. The 25th
ARVN Division began the relief of the 21st ARVY
Divizion on Route 11 north «f Chon Thunh. Given
the miasion of reducing the enemy blocking foice
st the Tau O Bridge, the 25th ARVN Division en-
veloped the strong point and awutralized it on 0
July. The road was atill subject to harmssing and
interdictory fire, however, and considersbie mine-
swesping and roadwork were necessary before the
highway could be opened for traffic.

{C) During Aupust the 15th Divisicn besan
operations to recapture the Quan Loi wirfield and
brse camp. The first step was to gan coutrol of
the high ground to the east of Quan Loi Ax the
Op#ration went into its next .’ .2, wne advance
slowed as the 183th Division neared :he well.pre.
pared defensive positions of the hase camp. The
tourh going made replacement of the leau bat-
talions necessary un 21 August; the attuck con-
tinued on the foilowink dauy. By 4 Scptember the
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and sstablished s lodgrraent that inchuded the south- secured the approaches to An Loec.

— westarn end of the airatrip. The attampt to paure *(U) The successful defense of An Loc saved
the rest of Quan Loi stalled when the 524 Rag.ment, Saigon from a direct threat By denying the Viet
18th ABRVN Division, failed to securs the dominat. Cong s province eapital clesa 0 Saigon in which to
mhlghgmndmnhofmuw. mu:‘!ih-ndnn‘mmt.r.h!outh\'kt-

(C) In late September, &3 111 Corps prepared for asmess deslt thetr opporents oot only a military de- |

— an enemy aigh peint {n October, srtention shiftad feat but alao & seveTd paychologicsl and propsganda
fmm.\nl.u-QnuLoinmdmm m!u:unn.!muumomﬂnmdn
Dhbhnddﬂanunnmvdhthmthm nnliud.lquhrudm'ribrhlfut-hdm-
cover (he northern approaches to Salgon. Although opersted well coordinating the defense, and the

- the' 18th ARVN D‘i\"liiﬂﬁrﬂlil\dhma\llﬂl h«dmdm:ml.d&mmmmhr.s“m
uu.l.thml.o_lhunmpmnumpmrvd. thwmmp-nhwhnﬂntfand
Whan there appearsd the possibility of & conse-fire with sn stiack by armef and defsated Soviet-made
hhu&uw.ﬂlmﬂnubﬂmdhnwmin ndimuuh-ithnhdn“'l'_hhnhof.u
pmmﬂyﬁ.\'mbcthlm Division had l..uaund:uaehnknudlhuhtddtrlou-

_ been reileved by the 3. sth, and Sth Ranger Groups, ing out against overwhalming odds. aided both by

a totsl of nine battalions. Thraugh the rest of the their own tenacity and by sirpower.
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L Rpt 1), MACDI3L, 22 Aug 72, Sudj: Batue of
An Loe (U), GDS-%8, -

. L. Draft Rpt (C), TRAC, undtd, Sub): After-Action

. Report, Binh Long Campaigr (evaivacion by MG
Hollingaworth) (U), pp 6-%a. GDS-Not Stated

4 Jewrnal 1C), G2/G, TRAC. 4 Apr T2, Gp-Not
Stated.

4 Memo (U), BG John B McGiffert. andtd, Subj:
An Loc Draft :BG McGilfert was Deputy CG,
TRAC during the siege of An Loe).

5 Mg (C), CG, TRAC to COMUSMACY, 0203102
Apr 72, Subj: Duily Commander’s Evaluation
{U), Gp-Not Stated.

6. Mag (C), CG, TRAC to COMUSMACY, 0402132
Apr 72, Subj: Daily Commander's Evaluation
1T), Gp-Net Stated: Spot Reports (C), 5th
ARVN Div, 01-01.01128% Apr 72; 02-01, 0I0820
Apr T2; 02-02. 021900 Apr T2; 03-01, 030830 Apr
72: and 03-02, 030000 Apr 72, Gp4.

7. Rpt (FOUOQ), 5th DCAT, Adv Tm 70, 20 Ju) 72
Sabj: After-Action Report, Binh Long Campaign,
1972, Appendix L,

8 Ibid. p $; Mag (C). TRAC to COMUSMACY,
O8020TZ Apr 72, Subj: Duily Commander’s Evalu-
ation 1U), Gp-Not Stated.

9 Samens 27, p 5

10. Msg (C), CG, TRAC two COMUSMACY, 0703152
Apr 72, Sudj: Duily Commanders Evaluation
(U}, Gp-Not Stated

11. Msg (1), CG, TRAC to all US Elms MR3, 7 Apr
T2, Subj: Tactical Alert (U), Gp-Not Stated

12, Same as #10.

13. Mag (C), CG, TRAC to COMUSMACY, 0802307
Apr T2, Subj: Dauily Commander's Evaluation
{U), Gp-Not Steted: Same as 21.

14 Ssmeas 27, p 4

18. Rpt (C), 18th ARVN Div, undtd, Subj: After-
Action Report. Binh Long Campaign 1972 (U),
Gp-Not Stated: interview (U), CPT Marvin
C. Zumwalt, Advisor, 52d ARVN Ragt, by MAJ
John Cash, MACV MHB, 18 Apr 72, Raigon.

16. Ibid.; Interview (U), BG Johr R McGiffert.
DCG, TRAC, by MAJ Walter 3. Dillard, MACY
MAB, 10 Oct T2, Ssigon {Hereafter referred to
as Intervicw (U), BG McGiffert).

17. Ibid.; Same a3 #7; Journal (C), 5th DCAT, 7
Apr 72, Gp-Not Stated.

18, Same as #7. -

19. Interview (U), BG McGiffert; Same as 22, np
11-12; Same as 57, p 10.

20, Ibid.; Interview (U), CPT Moffett, DSA, M Rgr

+ Liw, by MAJ ‘ahn Cash, MACY MHB, 1 Jun 72,
HQ, TRAC, Long Binh, RYN (Hereafter referred
to as Interview {11), CPT Moffett).

J—=31

Z21. Thwd, p 3; Same as 27, p 1L
22 iatarview (U), CPT Moffetz, pp 3-8

23 Druft USAP CHECO Rpe (8/NF), Paul T. Pin.
genbach and Peter J. Mally, “The Battle for An
Loe, 5 April-28 June 1972 (U), pp 17-18, GDS-
Not Stated (Hersmafter referred to as Draft
CHECO Rpt): Mag (C), CG, TRAC o COMUS-
MACY, 1402202 Apr T2, Subj: Duliy Comman.
der's Evaluation (U), Gp.

24 Interview (U}, BG McGiffere

25 Msg (C), 3ame as 212

28. Msg (C), CG, TRAC to COMUSMACY, 1502752
Apr T2, Subj: Dally Commander's Evaluation
(U, Gp4

27. Same na 27, Appendix 18.

2, Draft CHECO Rpt, p 19;: Mag (C), CG, TRAC
te COMUSMACY, 1803152 Apr 72, Subj: Daily
Commander’s Evaluation (U), Gp-i.

29, Same a3 #7, pp 11-12

30. Msg (C), CG, TRAC to COMUSMACY, 2302452
Apr T2, Subj: Daily Comimander's Evsluation
tU), Gp~4: Same as #2, Annex F (21st Inf Div),
p F-1.

3:. Same na 27, p 12,

2. Thid. p 12

13. Same as 52, pp 13-16; Same as 4

di Samse a8 27, pp 13.18.

15. Thid; Draft CHECO Rpt, p 28

38. Draft CHECO Rpe, pp 28-27.

3T7. Dvid, p 27; Same as 27, p 39.

38. Draft CHECO Ryt, pp 27-31.

19. Ibid., pp 31-35; Same as #7, pp I9-40.

40. Same a5 #7, pp 40-43; Draft CHECO Rpt, pp
35-38
41, Interview (U), CPT Moffertt.

42. hid.; Interview (U), BG McGiffert, p 20; Same
aa 27, pp 43-44; Interview (U), COL William
Miller, SA, 5th ARVN Div by staff, TRAC,
undid, Long Binh, RVN [Hereafter referred tc as
Interview iU), COL Miller).

41, Same as 27, pp 33-34.

4. Interviews (U), BG McGiffert, COL Millar., CPT
Moffett; Interview {(U), MAJ Allen R. Boratroff,
G-3 Advisor, 5th ARVN Div, by MAJ John Cask.
MACY MHB, 25 May 72, Lai Khe. RYN: Draft
CHECO Rpt, pp 36-37.

43, Intarview (U), BG MeGiffert.

48. Rpt (FOUQ), MACCORDS, 27 Jun 72, Subj An
Loc Siege Experiences. pp 3, 5. 8: Msg ((),
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Subj: NVA Tr-mntdndnmrmuw
{U). Gp-Not Statsd; Interview (), MAJ Haney
WHAJJohnCuh.!ACVHHB.II Apr T2

&1. Intarview (U), COL Miller.

«&. Rpt (FOUQ), Sams s #48, pp =11

. Interview (U}, CPT Moffatt

80, Same as #1. pp 1322

51 Thid., pp 19-20; Maga (C), CG, TRAC o COM-
USMACY, 0T0200Z and 080231Z May T3, Subj:
Daily Commander's Evaluation (U). Gp-4-

52 Samas ss #2; Intarview (U), BG MeGltfert

53 Same as 27, pp 16-17; Same as #2. pp -2

54 Interview (U), BG McGHtert; Interview i,
CPT Moffett
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53, Mag 11, CG. TRAC to COMUSMACY, 120227
Moy T2 Subj: Duily Commander’s Evalnation
10y, Gpde

54, Mug (C), CG, TRAC ta COMUSMACY, 1402082
Xay T2 Subj: Daily Commander’s Evaluation
WU, Gt

8T [eid.

84 Mag 1€, €6, TRAC W COMTUSMACY, 1602202

May T6L Scb): Daily Commander's Evaluation
(U), Gpvi 3ame as L.

59. Same sa 77, 9 18

80. lbu.a.m!‘tnun\mbh).

a1, Mvid. pp 18-20.

a2 STARS AND STRIPES (Pacific Edition), June
5. 1972, p &
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ANNEX K

KONTUM
THE NVA BUILDUP

(U) Milltary Region 2, the largest tactical zone In
The Republic of Vietnam, contained 47 parcent of the
country’s total land ares (See Fig. K-1;. However,
it contained only three million people or sbout one-
fifth of the population. For this remson, in the rell-
lng, sparsely pupulsted Central Highlands, neither
side tried very hard to win. Both North Vietnamese
Army/Viet Cong (NVA/VC) forres and Army of
Vietnam (ABRVN' troops were ussd in ecomomy of
force roles. Esch year during the dry season the
Annamits Mountains in Kontum Provines became an
aren of increasing enemy activity; 1972 was no ex-
esption.! The drawdown of US maneuver battallony
and the relegation of the remaining 60,000 U3
military personnsl in Vietnam te advisery roles
twsulted in Vietnamdise respomaibility for the war
fn the region. Puilure of the Ameriean Vietnaml.
satioy, rogram woold be a dizastrous blow to U3
forvign policy axd give the enamy a decided sd-
vantage st the ¢ gotiating tabile. R
. (C) As early ss the middle of December 1971,
allied forces In ihe Central Highlands of Military
Region 2 begun “o receive reports of prepurations
beiig made by the enemy for & major offensive in
the wintar/spring of 1972 ARVN intslligence re-
ports and Intarrrgation of PWa and Hoi Chanhs
revealed large scale enemy troop movements from
base aress in Cambvdia and Lacse inte northern Kon-
tum Province. These sources also reported that the
campiign would be a 3-phane offennive with Phase
I from 27 January uatil 7 Pebruary; Phase II from
7T February to 14 Pebruary; Phase [I1 from 14
February to 29 February. The high point of the
offennive was to be charscterized by attacks om
Tan Canh/Dak To Ii. the fire sopport bases on
Rocket Ridge, and the main populstion centers of
Kontum Citr aad Pleiku City.? In addition, VC loeal
forcs activity In the scuthern portion of Milltary
Region 2 and in the coastal provinces would incresse
in an attemipt to scattar widely the ARVN forces
and thus make the highlands vuinerable to a multj-
divisional attuck in Kontum Provines, With the
sapporting at*scks of VC units in traditionaily VC-
dominated Binh Dinh Province, a soccess om the
Kontom battlef.eJd would enabie the NVA to cut
tha Repoblic of Vietham in two and thus discredit
the “Tilamization Program.- Intelligencs sources
identifled the controlling headquarters for tha im-
pending NVA offensive in the Centrsl Highlands

K—1

as the B-3 Front [ty major comubat urity wers the
320th NVA Division, the 2d NVA Division, and the
organie combat units of the B-3 Front which
oqualled anotiver division. These NVA units were
sapplementsd by YC main fores and local foree

(C) Dus o incressisg indications of an Impend-
ing offensive, the US advisors In Military Region 2
worked closely wi'h their counterparts to utllize
the remaining US assets in Vietnarm. These sasets
wete the air cavalry, tactical air support (TACAIR),
and B-52 strikes. The air cavalry was used to re-
connciter known enemy base aress slong the tri-
border region of Lace, Cambodla, and Vistnam and
also to the northwest of Kontum City In the Plei

Trap Valley. The air cavalry sdd the USAY forward

sir controllers wure sble to detect smemy tralning
aress containing mock-up tanks, mortar positions,
and large bunker complexes.t

{C} During the last week of January the firet
siglitings were made of enemy armor setivity east
of Bage Area 609 (See Fig. K-2). On 25 January
two Cobra gunship pilots from the 361st Aerial

Weapons Compuny reported engaging two tanks in -

the Plei Trap Valley (not indicated on map) tust
west of Rocket Ridge The pilots also saw four
other tanka under trees in the area In this same
area ancther Cobra team reported sighting six sets
of tracks made by armored wehicies. Subsequent
visua! veconnaissance did not locate the tanks, but
the tracks indicated thet the enemy had at lesst
one armor company in the ares. Further tank
sightings by US gunships oceurred on 30 Jaouary
and sporsdically thervafter. Bacause these repors
could not be substantisted by ground reconnaissance,
little credence was given to them by the SRAC
adrisory staff.

{C} Through the results of these raconnaizssnce
«fforta and the patrolling of the Border Rangers
from fire .upport bases at Dak Pek, Dak Sesng,
and Ben Het, the US advisors were sble to conduct
over 80 B-52 strikes during the month of January.
Friendly territoris) forces, the Regional and Popu-
lar Forces (RF/PF), increased their aetivity during
January by conducting several ground and airmobile
operations in battalion strengths, while ARVN
regular forces concentratad on atrengthening their
defenses in Eontum and Binh Dinh Provinces.*
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CORFIDERGFIAL

{U) Upon avaiuation of ali availabla mtelligence.
the ARVY Tl Corps -stafl, ted by LTG Ngo Pru.
planned the defense of the Central Highlands. While
the US advisors were kept informed of all develop-
mants, the Visthamese themaslves formulated the
defense puan. The key Ub figurs in this process wai
Mr. Jonn Paul Vann, the oniy civilisn ever salected
to head the advisory oﬂunhmdSwthVicb
pam’s military regions. Vann had spent over 11
yunh“mﬂntnumyuﬂhcrndthm
a3 a civilian, and was highly reapectad smong the
Vietnamese peoplet

{U) During the first week of February the
Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF) and S sir cavalry
continued to report sightings of enemYy armor. &S
began to build Documents captured during

‘Regiments and the sath Artillery Regiment The
total strength of the division and ita specisl bat-
wlions was listed st 10,400 men. A1 accomparying
document revealed that poth 12Zmm and 130mm
Soviet fleld gune with ranges up o 17 miles wero
being infiltrated to the wriborder ares.’

(U} As s result of this information LTG D
ordered COL le Due Dat, the new commander of

movement of the logristical and division main el

ments {rom the division base camp in Ba Gl Binh.

Dinh, was accomplishad oD the Tth and 8th of
Fabruary.* In addition, al¢ments of the 19th Cavalry
Regiment were ordered to the Tan Canh ares w

ment. COL Dst placed this new armor support at
Ban Het because ha felt that any NVA armorl
assavit muat come from that direction. LTC Tuong,
the 11 Corps senior armor officer, argued aguinst
this deployment since it tied the armor to static
positdons. He feit that Lhese gnits should be kept
frea for a mobile defense® The 2d Alrborne Brigade
from the Govarnment of Vietnam’s strategic reseaTve
was slso committed to the firs support bases on
Rockst Ridge. LTG Dzu then defined his command
strocmurs, COL Dat was placed in co of the
Dak To ares to include the border rmnger ¢amps
st Ban Heh Dak Mot, Dak Pek, Dak Seant. and
Firs Support Dases 8 and & COL long. Konturs
Provines Chlef, wit responsibla for Kontum City
snd COL Tuong. the Corps Deputy for Qperations,
was given command in Pleiku.t*

{C) Tat passed howeveT, snd thers wes no offen-
sive. Nevertheless, the evidsnce of enemy battlefield
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preparstion continuea to DCTESSS. ir an woffort to
disrupt the enemy's Hmetable the USAF flaw more
than 230 B-32 missions in the Tan Chanh aret
during the first three weeka of Feabruary."

{C) Prwsident Nixcn's vist 'o Communist Chins
from 21 to 28 February led roany 10 believe thal
the enemy would aruempt wiassprasd acuvity 1w
discradit this imaportant meeting between the two

op the lines of com.aanication and minor instaila-
dona. The number of prisoners and Hol Chaphs de-
crensad to B wrichie. In previcus years, this Yad
signaled impending stiack. Surveillance eontinued 1o
detect an eastward movement of enemy suppibes
into Xontum Province in grester amounts than ever
before. 3till, the of fansive was delayed because the
NVA/VC units had difficnlty *a moving their sup-
rlies forward into attack posidons due to hesvy
US B-52 and TACAIR strikes O the bass aress
in responss to air cavalry surveillance and ARVN
intelligence repoTts Thersfore, the Tet parind was

Nevertheless, enemy prepanstion of the
recon tions, and movement into at-
tack positions, all of which portended B massive
ensmy offensive. The attack awaited ounly an ad-
aquats enemy personnel and logistcal sitaation and
favorable wtl_t.ha conditiona'?

(C) To further boister the defense of the high-
lands, the Alrborne Division Hesdquarters and
another brigade moved to Kontum in the firat wesk
of March and tock over responsibility for deferse
of Kontam Clty and the wouthern portion of Koa-
tam Provinee. Afur the middle of March contacts
with larger enemy onits began to increas stgnifl-
cantly. One major incident wos initinted by the
sctions of the 2d Airborne Brigade along Rocket
Ridge, which resulted in the capture of saversl
PWs and one Hol Chanh. The contacta wers with
NVA battalion sise forces and marked the end of
the period of smemy reluctance to engagy in msajor
combat. The rallier and PWs reported that the 320th
NVA Divislon would support the B-1 Front snd
participate in an offensive during the pariod April
to Septamber. Thess sources also reported sewing
many tanks in the bass areas through which thev
had moved snd hearing that NVA armor onita would
accompany B-3 Front ground forces during the com-
ing offensive They slsc toid of massive casualtirs
sand materiel destruction iaflicted on units in their
area by B-52 strikes}?

(U3 There were three other significant enem¥
contacts. Ome of these occurred 30 kilometars porth
of Kontum City where the 23d Ranger Batualion
was surrounded while assessing & B-52 strike.

CONEIDENTAL

battiefleld included bunker sand road conatruction,

.

YDV

P,

[

DAL

-,y

LY T D . A B Fix Jyd ATy

it CARC

th
[
|+
LY
C
[

™

L e a em w Y W



. o

H
X

COMEIDENTIAL

Heavry tactical airstrines, srtdlery, ane vaparting
B-32 strkes wers required to anait the rangery’
breakout. A lesser engagvment orcurred belween
the S8th Border Rarger Barialien and the T4ls¢
Regment. 2d NVA Division, morth of Ben Het AL
the end of the month slements of the LTty Regiment
and the 24 Airborne Brgude spain maae heavy con.
tart along Rocket Ridge. The friendly forces took
8 houvy toll of the stiacking NVA forces with the
wpport of B-52s and US snd VNAP tartical air.

1C} These succensful ARVN offensive actions and
the enamy failure te launch Mis snnounced offensive
on schedule unduiy aifected the [ Corps staff; they
begun to doubt whether the nemy possewsed the
capability te attsck his stuted objectives They feit
that the continied pressure on the wnemy through
inereased patrolling, the aggressiveness of the 34
Alrborne Brigade, and the relentless use of avail-
able sir rescurces had harassed the snemy suffi.
clently to delay his preparation of the battiefleld.
Therefors, continued ARYYN aggresaive ground ac-
tivity and massive air support would deny the
tremy the initistive and reduce the size, durstion.
and affectivemess of the planned offensive.l*

(C) In the firmt week of April this estimate
Appeared to be accurate as the 320th NVA Division's
4Bth and 82nd Regiments sustsined hanvy losses
In 2asaults on the fire bases on Rocket Ridge. B-52»
and tactical aircraft continued ts pound st the
massed snemy forees in thia sres untll four te five
eoemy battalions wery rendersd combat ineffoctive.
A prisoner taken in one of these attacks confirmed
this information. He teported that reinforcementa
wery infiltruting dajly, nowever, and the units wery
regulning their original strength. At the same time
the 42d and 47th ARYN Regiments wers In honvy
contaet north and east of Dak To with slementa
of the 2d NYA Division and the a8th Regiment of
the enemy B-3 Froat Prisoners copiured in these
contacts indicsted that the missiva of the 2g
Division was to seize Dsh To II sirfleld and the
hesdquarters ef the d2d ARVN Regiment at Tan
Canh, a3 wall o ta destroy friendly artillery umits
along Provinclal Route 512. The 88th Ragiment had
reconnoitersd the Tan Canh compound and was in

the fingl planring stages for the strack. The prisoa-
*7s id mot know the time ¢ the attark but were
Fertain thet st was immrinsrt t

(C) Heariny these remarte. LTG Daw fai: that
Me had insuffieion® forces in the Dak To ares e
founter & muitl-divisional NVA attark. He wanted
te bolater the Dak To forres with mine AR¥YN
battslions from MBink Dink and thus lsave that
province sitipped of ARVYN regulsr forces and de-
fanded only by terriiorisl forews. Mr. Yann, hew-
svar, convinced LTIG Dav that such & move might
prove disastrous. Vann propossd that the ares of
operations of the 214 Division be adjusted ts give
it some responaibiiity in Kontum snd thus sliminate
the need to move the: battaliens from Binh Dinh.
With this pian the f.icndly order of battle thowed
the 224 Division with & total of 13 battalions zon-
siating of thres border ranger battallcne, eight
ARVN Infantry battalions and scout comparies,
cavairy, sector forces, and 50 tubes of artillery; the
Airborne Division with siz airborne battalions, one |
border ranger battalion, and 18 toies of artillery;
Konturs sector with & ranger group of twa battalions
and territorial fo.crs; and 30 tanks balonging to
the 19th and 14t: Cavalry. Regiments spresd
between Pleiku and Ben Hev

{C) This reslignmme nt strained the logistienl sup-
port of ARVN forces north of Vo Dinh dus to
the limited capabilit:- of the singlo road ints the
ares’ 'n this posture the ARVM forces were ox-
tremely vulnerable to sn eavelcpment which would
Isolate all forces north of Vo Dinh. Howgver, LTGC
Dyu ignored these ligiotical problems. perhaps
bacsuse he was under orders from President Thiew
to hold tarritory at sll costs. The pressure com.
tinued to inerease, Lowever, as the enemy bulldup
continued.

(C) His problems vrv.w compounded by the in.
offective leadarwhip of COL Dat, the 22d Division
Commander, whose Inep* handling of & =embat
assauit by the 9th Airborne Hattallon resulted in
the losa of two helicopters, a (ailure to exploit
two B-32 strikes. and divisiveness between the Lid
Division snd the Airborne Divizion.'®

THE ATTACK ON TAN CANH

{U) On 14 April Fire Support Base Charile (See
Fig. X-2) on the northern end of Rocket Ridge
received over 300 mixed 105mm howitzer and T3mm
recollless rifle rounds followed by a ground sttack
from the 48th NVA Regiment Although US Cobras
Snd tactical sircraft were abie to giow the initial
sdvance, at 2230 houra the 11th Airborne Battalion
was forced w0 withdraw. MAJ John Duffy, the
Senior Advisor to the battalion. was the last to

leave the position. He noted that five of the nine
enemy antiaircrsft gum that had ringed the fire
base had been destroyed and that as many as |,000)
bodies from the attarking enemy forces were lying
on the perimeter wire.!?

iC} Th= 424 and 47th ARVN Regiments continued
their at.empts to control the ridgelines around Tan
Cank ind Dak To I, but slowly fell back to the
main compound. On the 19th the 14t Battalion ol
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the 424 ~was lwisted by &R stimated bwa onem)
rattalions, mabking resuoply impossible. COL Dat
made or.y fesnie attempis ta velieve this forve.
On the - st, siler ronning sut of ammunition, 43
of the 370 mer in the battalten fNitered back to ihe
regimentiai rompound’®

U} On 20 Arril. the Vietnamess Joint Gonersl
SIaff required 'Re Teieas of one sirberne brizads
of three batis.iona and the division light command
post from Miinary Regron 1. Te fill the mp. the
stk Ra-~ger Group was brought im from Hue, ane
wthe EM Crnmicn sssumed the old Alrborne Divtslon
arss of sperstions with lte 53 Ragiment

Uy At 1930 heurs ea 21 April, after seversl
dayy of heavy srtiilery attachs, tha ARVN forces
st Fire Support Base Deita on Rocket Ridge wers
everran, The delendars, compossd of one sirborne
vempany and sns company of the 24 Ranger Group,
had held until pn NVA sttack supportad by thres
tanks ferced them to withdraw. On 22 Arnrl In
muoﬂn‘luﬂm&rhnl«hnmnu‘d
ﬂndopthhl.bohuhﬂold. LTG Dzu moved some
of Wiz srtillery to Dien Bink m Dsk Te District
Vana had urged this meve for seversl weeks Wut
had boen previously unable te convince Diu of iw
valpe.!*

Uy By 13 April the defenses ' the Tan Flnh
arsa appeared sdequats. The sirborne Migede and
rengers i the Mrs support bases on Rc-ket Ridge
were wall supplied. Their American adviscrs cof-
sidered them ts ba exeellent combst units. The
47th ARVN Regiment at Dak Te 1l had & company
«f tanks and one sirborne betialion m support They
ﬂnhadmlb‘mnmﬂl&uﬂﬁnudmm
M.T2 light antitank weapohs {LAW). The 224 Divi-
ston at Tan Canh had the 424 Regiment and ome
battalion of the 4ist Regiment mear the compound.
The grrrison comprised 1,200 troops. which included
900 from the suppert claments oS Jrganised inte
the dafensive plan of the compound. For antlwank
defense the tompound had twe 108mm recoilless
rifles, ever one hundred M-TZs. and & compony of
M-41 tanhs, More than 50 tubes of 105mm and
1536mm artilisry wers in support The wrea &p-
posred ts ba prepared for the multl-divislon attack
which threatened ™

(U Dy 23 April although signs of sa jraminent
snamy eoffenaive had been present oince sarly
January, the long awaited campaign had not ynt
begun. Conlacts with large units of regular NVA
farces had incressed signifieantly in Lhe pravious
twe weoks an the Tan Canh/Dal Te I srea had
become sncircied by hostice forces. The artillery fire
hdlnmsdfnuzouwmndlmdu in
Ista March snd ssrly April ts spproximatsly 1,000
rounds a day in the previous two weeks. The enemy
hed alrvedy secured ey tertsin to the north and
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east of the Tan Canh compound ‘and were able o
piace sc -urate obeerved fire onto the forces insile

tU) Lying en try of & bunker on the northesst
side of the Tam Canh perimetsr on 23 April. CPT
Reymend H. Dobbina, scting Senior Advisor to the
4%d ARVN Regiment paid little attention to the
constant welleys of artillery and rocket fire whxh
fall like rain on *be Deleaguered 224 Division
ferward compound Although he wie completaiy
axposed te this deadly and sceurata fire, he calmly
and methoncally direted U9 airstrilies onto targwts
given him ¥y Mg \ 4namess countarpart. He knew
thal ens battalion of the 42d sopoortsd by four
M-41 tanks. in 8 reurby opersiion wal aisa taking
a feres pounding from the mized 1°2mm rocket,
130mm srtilery, ard 3imm mortar e and needed
the tJS airpower he wus coordinating If they were
e clear the aiea whkich was dangerously close o
their perimeter. His attention wa3 momantarily
dinrudtnt.lnu-dth-uinnu-hcnm
dthc!—llunhhldpuuunludaemmn
whe had bewn wounded by small arms fire. At that
moment s brilllant flash and sccompanying Toar
signified that the tank had bewn B by an tnemy
antltank weapos and destroyed. L3¢ to the fre-
quency with whick the enemy had beem utilizing
the B-40 recket, the Vistnamess i ymediately re-
poiied thia as the cause of the exniosion to CPT
Dobbins. Dobbine quickly radlosd 8 spot report fo
thé divisiom tactical operations cuntar (DTOC)
'hmmnnmunijMJNWIn.ﬂu
mm-hhm'b\itum-mnﬁeldCOL
Philip Xaplan, the Senjor Advisor to the 224 Divisicn

vlnrnmndmoc.m.h‘dwbn
the thres agreed that the terrain was’ not suitable
for & B-40 rockst since ity offective range is only
!Wmmndmmrmomm meters from
where the tork was hit COL Kaplsn, £ TC McClain
and MAJ Georgs Cartar, the Senior Advisor to the
1éth Armored Cavalry Ragiment, procevded to the
destroyed tank. At that moment & wire guided
missile whisked over their hesds and strack another
1ank some 130 meters to the north of their posi-
tion at the malm gts, LTC McClair man to the
vehicle gathering up some 30 to 40 metars of thin
copper wire. He noticed s smail hoie abeut the
size of a silver dollar in the frontal armor. Under-
neath the tank was the tail assembly of = rocket
Examination revesled thia assembly to he about
three Inches in dismeter °rith two bebbinas of wire
snd two jet nozsles atiached to s hody. The three
advisors quickly Tuturned to the division TOC »s
Dobbins continued ta direet air strikes. Befors Kap-
lan, McClain, and Carter could retumn to the DTOC,
two more guided missiles were fired from tho high
ground to the northenst in the vicinity of 3 Buddhist
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pagods. Al agreed that the introduetion of this
sophisticated squipment might signal the beginning
of the long-awaited offensive. The tims was 1031
bours. At that moment a large exploaion rocked the
DTOC sending people and tquipment crashing about;
then all was quiet sxcept for the uncensing artillery
fire which continued to shake the earth above,

tU)Thndlﬂl.ionTOledbySOfootnin-
forced bunker constructed of beama and plereed
steel planking with a double layer of sandbags and
was buried about eight feet underground. The impact
of the blast had tossed everyone ahout like match-
sticks and blewn out seversl walls. The oTnNC
communjcations room and equipment and the sleep-
inl'lmofﬂied.lvhionTOCdﬂ:mhdbnn
destroyed. As LTC McClain pulled bimself to his
feet, & ringing sensation caused by the blast con-
tinued. He soon realized that COL Kaplan and MAJ
Wise had serious bead woands. No othar Americans
appears? Injured, but thers were about 20 ARVN
dead and seriously wounded on tha debris-strewn
floor of the damaged DTOC. ILT John Jones, an
operations officer, and CPT David Stawnrt, division
signal advisor, began to hendage Wise and Kaplan,
while MeClain trested the wounded ARVN, While
the wounded were being ¢ wed for, COL Kaplan
noticed thet smoke had be un to fiil the DTOC.
The creosoted timbers which reinforced the bunker

in the communications room had been ignited by

the blast and had started to burn foriously. There
were no fire o tinguishera present, and aftar saveral
futila sttempta to douse the flames with water, the

LT ]

bunker was evacuated. CQL EKaplan and LTC Me- .

Clain insured that ¢verrone was removed from the
bunker before they departed M

{C) Meanwhile, Stewsrt and MAJ Julius Warmath
started to set up a new division TOC in the 42d
Begiment TOC using Us signal equipment. The
division siowly regained a part of its compostire,
but a seed of doubt had been planted in the mind
of their leader, COL Dat. The vire guided miyaile
had dnmuud. more than the command bunker;
it had shattered the 224 Divisicn's confidence in
itself. A fesling that the NVa were bettar soidiers
and must win had seemed to take hold on nearly
svery responsible individual. By noon the enemy
had taken a heavy toll of the ARVN forces through
the ose of the wirg guided missile. The five M-i1
tsnka within the compound were all destroyed by
the missiles. Several bunkera were hit in addition
to the division TOZ. But the most important de-
struction had been paychological. At 1100 hours
Yann, deapita heavy enemy artillery fire, landed at
Tan Canh to uwuire about the decaying eituation.
He noticed thz: there waa no ARVN counterbattery
fire and that the MEDEVAC of wounded ARVN
soldiers was entirely an American effort. After dis-
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cussing the situation with the advisors, Vann
diracted them to implement their plan for escape
and evmsion. He then departed, taking with him
seversl Viethamese tivilians who werse smployed by
the advisors.®2

(U} LTC MeClain and MAJ Warmath worked
conatantly during the afterncon to insure that al]
of the wounded were evacusted. In addition to
directing the heiicopteny through increasing artillery
fire, tha advisory taam also cearried the ilitter
patients to the aireruft The remainder of thy ad-
visore wers eagaged In the dirsetion of TACAIR
onto enemy targets near the compound With vLhe
sxception of the increased artillery firw and amall
ground probes the remainder of the aftsrnoon and
early svening passed without significant Incidents,
The enemy did not move antil 1900 hours when they
lined up ten B-40 and B41 rocket launchers on the
high ground near the L-19 airstrip. Aided by the
heavy barrage of artillery which kept tha ARVN
forces under cover, they were abis to lob rounds
of B-40 into the ammunition dump. One of seversi
direct hits ignited a large fire which sat off a
chain of explosions and destroyed the stored am-
munition. At 2100 hours CPT Richard Cassidy, the
District Advisor of Duk To District, received word
from hls counterpart thet tanks wers moving
through the hamlet of Dak Brung toward Dak To
District Headquarters. Cazsldy relayed this report
to the 22d Division TOC and requestsd that a’ Spec.
tre C-130 gunship be made availsble to counter this
threst.>

(C} At 2300 hours Spectrs arrived In the Tan

Canh area and immedlately began to sean the Dak
Brung hamlet area with its infrared and tslevision
tracking mechanisms. After 15 minutes the gunahip
located & column of 18 tanks moving from west to
east toward Dak To District Headquarters. The
Spectre reported this discovery to the 22d Division
advisors and began to engage the tanks with the
airborne 105mm cannon. Within Tan Canh this dis.
covery caused a flurry of metivity. LTC Thong,
commander of the 42d Regiment. sent his deputy
to the water tower on the northwest side of the
Perimater to direet airstrikes onto the approaching
enemy. CPT Ken Yonan, Deputy Senior Advisar,
12d Regiment, accompanied him to the tower and
prepared to direct Spectre onto the tanks if they
turned toward Tan Canh. Becauae 1 mmjor attack
appeared to be developing and ARVN was nct
attempting any countermeasures, COL Eaplan cailed
his advinory team together and insured that they
knew the escape and evasion plan, He then placed
the advisors in bunkers to await the outcome of
‘the initial engagements.®+

() Mesnwhile, the Spectre had reported three
tank kills aronnd Dak Brung hamlet. Local terri.
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torial forces captured one of these tanks and found
po visibla damage. When & group of NVA sappare
ceme down the road, the territorials fled, and the
suemy drove the tank sway. Evidently, Spectra’s
106mm eannon wss having Httle success in destroy-
in(thomynah.m:banhiclnm‘l‘-w
tor Chinesse Communist T-57Ts), the only vulnerable
altitude with high ex-
;Iodﬂmnnmﬂonmmt-rtndnnhmd

cansed casusities among
usaally disable the vehicle

{U) About midnight the enemy armor column
mrndmthtanrd‘rmc;nh and the 224 Division.
COL Eaplan advised the ARVN artillery commande*
muthhpuphbnﬂnonmnnhbdm they
wers gverrun. His pleas were snswered with a four
gun volley which Spectre obaerved to bit one POL
vehicle ard land within five feet of one of the ad-
spplanded the Vietnamesa
for their efforts, but an intense countsrbarrage
of enemy artillery sant the ARVN asrtillerymen
seurrying for their bunkers and ended the attempt
to engage the oncoming enemy with indirect fire ®

(U) To reach the 294 Division compound, the
enemy column had to cross fwo bridges. Bath
bridges wers defended by a platoon of tarritor.al
forces. Becauss they had no antitank capability,
thess local tToops avacuated their bridge positicns
when faced with the advancing srmor. Thia incident
demonstrated a lack of eoordination betwesn the
regular and territorfal forces. Both bridges were
along likely svenues of spproach and spanned up-
fordable stresms. The 224 ARYN Division Headquar-
tars, howwver, believed that the sector forces hati
prepared the bridges for destruction; this was not
the case, and the failure was not realized untll it
was too late The tanks continued into the oukzkirts
of Tap Canh Village. Some of them stopped there
while others drove back towards Dak To. Spectrs
requested parmission to fire on the tanks which
hsd entsred Tan Canh, but was refused because of
the ARVN dependents in the village

{U) Dobbins parsuaded LTC Thorg to deploy one
company of the 42d In tank huntsr/killer teams
to seek out the enemy armor. Their efforts were
rewarded with reports of two kills by these teams
on the westarn sdge of town. At 0326 hours on
24 April Spectre reported ten of the tanks had
split off from Tan Canh and truveled to the high
ground north of the compound near the L-19 itxip.
The remaining vehicles were proceeding south of
Tan Canh Village and then west tnward the com-
pound. Spectre returned to Pleiku to refuel and
rearm and was replaced by another Spectre gunship
armed with two 20mm can ‘N3 and two 40mm
cannons incapable of deatroying 8 T-54. However,
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from his vantags point in the watsr tower CPT
Yonan was sble to place Spectre’s fire onto troop
concentrations which wars moving closer o the
compound.

(U) Dobbina hsd been on the east side of the
pctnMnuruumnhpuﬂth LTC Thong
the first veports of the enemy &rmoI were
Shortly befors 0800 hours the tenks begaa
u.t.u:kthrculht.hnrly morning baze As
assaulted they raked the front line bunken
dth.pfﬁmltlrnurtblmltnﬂu"hhmuﬂu
gun fire. Simultanscusly, the moks which had moved
to the high ground nesr the L-19 alrstrlp supportsd
bymlmh!mzymlnltonthcmrthmpﬂ.
while s sacond Infantry assault hit the
soutbern perimeter which wos defended by the e
connaizsancs company of the 42d Regiment. Dobbiny
tnformed the TOC of the advance of the armor
and of a mass exolus of ARVN soldiers through
the perimeter. The sight and sound of the advancing
anemy armor had proved too much for the 300 un-
disciplined and unorganized support iroops within
the compound, and they fled in fear. The tans
croased the bridge and moved on line toward the
main gate. Dobbins and LTC Thong remained in
positions near the gats in an attempt to build op
the eonfidence of the combat troops there who had
sesn the support iroope break and flee in tsrTor.

{U) After he received tha report that the suppert
troops had fled, COL Kaplan Jisgnosed the situation
as critical. He slerted the division advisers W
prapare for extraction I the ARVN did not hold.
Flve mioutes later Dobbins reported that the -
vancing taoks were at the main gate and that the
ARVN wss unable to stop them. His transmission
was eut out by three 105mm ahells which struck the
TOC and knocked down the antennas. At this report .
the division sdvisors recognized thet they were 18
no position to continue to influence the action b7
their presence. They left the TOC, secured thel?
weapons, radio, snd two LAWs and went into the
compound, proceeding to the water tower.
Yonan wss still perched there in the bope of thwart-
ing the sttack if TACAIR arrived. Unfortunately,
the morning haze rendered high performance
eruft ineffective and helicopter gunships were 3
30 minutes away. CPT Stawart, who was carryind
a PRC-25, radioced Yonan and twld him t? come
down out of the tower and move with them to the
west where they would be extracted. Yopad
time, but would

|

of twe rounds of T-54 main
axploded on the water tower., Another
Stawart to Yonan to evacuate the tower [¥
the reply that he was upinjured but could not
at that time.”?
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(C) Dodging artillery, the advisors ran to the
westarn perimeter. There they 3aw a burning T-54
tank barreling down the rosd from the north just
outside the w're. Tha tanik was past thair position
befors they could engage with their LAWs. How.
ever, as & second tank came lats view LTC McClain
and LT Jones preparsd thelr weapons for engrge-
ment but wers frustrated by two malfunctions ss
the second T-54 moved quickly past. Fortunately
thece was no Infantry In support of the two tanis.
Seizing this opportunity to sscape antrapment, ths
advisors moved quickly scross the road. Ahead of
them lay 200 matars of friendly minefisld A
wounded ARVN soldier lay nearby. While being
given first nid, the soldier told the advisors he knew
the way through the minefield. He led them ucross
the fleld to tha other side of the elearing. Here they
took up positions and pondered their pext move. S

(C) Mr. Vann had been awake most of the
previous night as reporta filtered Into the I Corps
hesdquarters In Pleikn At first light on 24 April
be and his pilot, CPT Richard Todd, werw in the
air hending for Tan Canh He had had ne ¢ommuni-
eation with the advisora since the snemy armer
bad asssuitsd the compound. Arriving over Tan
Canh, Vann was able to establish communiestion
with Stewart on the groumd. Vann viewed the situa-
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tion and asked how bLest he eould plex up the ad-
visors. COL Eaplan repiied that they would move
200 biore metars to the west, 2-vay from small arms
fire. While six men moved, the remsirung three
coversd them. These thres inem Joined tne fint
group. Finally it was declded that Vann could
come in hu his OH-58 helicopter and extract tha first
group of sdvisors. In this grour were MAJ Cartar,
MAJ Warmath, CPT Kallar, LT Jonms, SGT Ward,
and SP Zollenkopher. As Vann left with ths first
group seversl frightened ARVN soldiers bung onto
the skids of the hellcoptar. Fearing rhat the dangling
Vistnamesa wouid fall bafors he ecculd resch Ben
Het, Vann set down at Dak To II, where LTC
Robert Brownles and CPT Charlas Carden, advisers
to the 47Tth Regimst, awaited them. Vann then
headed back for Tan Canh and the remaining ad-
visors. As he landed, ths aireraft was swamped
by 15 to 20 panie-siicken ARVN scldiers. While
attempting to lift off, the helicopter crashed, but
Vann and CPT Todd sscaped. They were Dicked up
shorly by another airc-aft which than located the
three remainicg advisors, Kaplan, McClain and
Stewart. Panicky ARVN troops sgain tried unauc-
cassfully to crowd aboard, but the sireraft liftsd
off without them. Thiry minutes later the party
landed at Pleiku.

THE ATTACK ON DAK TO II

(U) Meanwhile, Dak To Il came under incressing
fire and some ground probes less than an hour alter
the attack on Tan Canh had begun The hallcopter
originally scheduled to be used for the command
and control halicoptar of the 22d Division was di-
verted to Dak To II whers it was to evacuate the
six 22d Division advisorn. CPT Carden had noted
the NVA antisircraft wacpons on his map snd he
briefed the aireraft pilot over the madio. The air-
craft -made its approach from the southwest and
weavad its way to the compound helipad whers the
six passengers awaited. The belicopter took some
small arms fire from the dense undergrowth around
the perimetar but landed and then lifted off without
damage. However, contrary to instructions, the pilot
exited to the northwest and flew ints a crossfire of
two satisireraft guns. The belicoptar burst into
flames and crashed on the southern yide of the peri-
meter, Carden concluded that there were no sur-
vivors.®

(U) Back in the 424 Regiment's compound Dob-
bins had chosen to remain until the bitter end.
He and LTC Thong wert feverishly working to
reconstituts the defenses of the shattared troops of
the 424. By 0830 hours the enemy had pierced the
northeast perimetar with their armor, closely
followed by the infantry. After initially repelling

an ensmy Infantcy battalion con the southern peri-
metar, the outnumhered reconnaissance company had

been overrun by weight of numbers, although more .

thap 100 enemy had been kilied. The northwaestern
perimatsy was penctrated by a battalion infanory
assault and then sxploited hy a platoon of T-S4a.
(U) The swemy artillery continued to fire
thruughout the attack. When the weather Iinally
¢leared enough for high performance sircrsit, Dob-
bins relayed targets to the forward air controllers
who then marked them with amoke. The tanks
stopped and did not attempi cvasive acton; they
served as deecoyn for the antinireraft gunners. When
the NVA 37Tmm antisircraft guns fired, however,
they wers targetad by tne forward air controllers.
Dobbins and Thong continually moved from bunker
to bunker, biding in culverts and whataver else
would lend them cover. At 1000 hours LTC Thong
lost all contact with his eiements, and both men
decided thers was nothing else they could do to
influence the situation. Dobbina’ recent attempts to
contact Yonan bad been fruitless. It appearsd on-
likeiy thet Yonan was still alive In view of the
pounding that side of the compound had taken.
(Editor's Nota: CPT Yonan's name was included on
the POW list relt- wed by Hanoi in late Januery
1973.) LTC Thong directad Dobbins to follow him

C.
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he led the way to his quarters within the inner

perimeter. They wers followsd by about 19 ARVN
soldiers. Arriving at the hut, Thong opened & 1rap

door revealing a hidden bunker.

Climbing inside

thay ¢losed the door and settled into the darkness
as the fighting overhead slawly dwindled to a few
lsolated pockety of resistanes.®

{U) After reportiag the erash of the UH-1 at

Dak To II, CPT Carden and LTC Brownles tried

vainly o find

their countsrparts and the 47th

~ommand greup. The regimental TCC was deserted.

and it appeared that the command

group had

.lrudrdeeideditwutimemoﬂtmmwm

While leoking for

somaeons in command, Carden

viewed the arrival of two .54 tanks on the airstTip.
Oﬂafﬂpmnod!duth-mtendo!th;hﬂdd
#:ong the notth Toad to cover the highway leading
into Dak To 11 trom Ben Het where COL Dat had
erronecusly positioned the hulk of his armor. The
other T-54 wheeled into the centsr of the airfield

from the north

and systematically attacked the

bunker defanses of the 4Tth Regim-nt’s command

post. The two remaining

operational M43 tanks

maneavered to the west flank ot the T-54 and took
itnndcrﬂn'it.hthrnmudsmh.clrd-nm
only 100 metars from the NVA tank and observed
firect hita and smoke, but the enemy tank was Dot
unocked out. The T-34 recovered quickly and de-
ctroyed one M-41 with & secord roand hit and im-
mediazely thersafter the enamy tank destroyed the

ather M-41 with one

members abandoned their burning tanks.

{U) At this time a relief colomn of two platoons

3¢ Y-4ls pins = platoon of infantry left Ben Het

NVA forces around Dak To
Dak Mot hridge and were

ambusbed by & largs NVA force holding the high

ground just emat of

the bridge. Enemy B-40 and

revoilleas rifle fire destroyed all of the M-4ls and
scattered the infantry.®!

{(U) This was the last ARYN counterattzck on

the 24th After the tank battle, Carden located LTC
Browniee. Both men decided the compound was in
jrrminent danger of being overrun in the absence
of control of the 47th Regiment and the 9th Air-

borre Batwlion, also located in

the compound. At

sbout 1000 hours Carden witnessed friendly forces

moving

toward the south. The departure of the

airborns troops, extraction of the U3 advisors, and
the desertion of their command Zroup were the tinal
blows in shattering the confidence of the 47th
Regiment. With no one to cootrol them they began
to leave their positions and head ocut of the com-

po
could no longer influence the
no further fighting wss going
They gathered together their

und. Brownles and Carden realized that they

situation and that
to oceur that day.
radios snd supplies.
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burned soms documents, and moved our of .he
base camp toward tie southeast. The two advisurs
and their Vietnamese interpreter and driver at-
tempted o JTOSS B amall footbridge over the Trak
Poko River which flows along the southern badad-
ary of the compound. However, the airborne batal.
loe-.ndclcnnudthn{'nha.ngimnlvboh.d
fo'lowed them were pinned down by & large viicvme
The river waa clogmed witk tbe bodles
dead und woundsd who had been chopped
attampring tv cross the footbrmdge.
mali:iuchvuimpusibhtocmathrh-rn
location, Brownlee and Carden moved west-
slong the riverbank untll they reached »
y fording spot about 700 meters up the river
the bridge. As they aitamptad to ford the
river :hey came under an intsnse volume of both
direct and indirect fire. When the group finally
crossed the river and were tlimbing vp the staep
bank on the other eide, Cardan noticed LTC Brown-
les having treutle climbing the bank. At that
moment the volume of fire increased agzln, Carden
was foreed to abandon his positlon on top of the
the dense underbrush
about 100 metars awhy. When the firing slacked off
saveral minutes later, Carden moved eautiously

back *7 the riverbauk in an attempt to locate LTC

and down the stream in bis searth but was unahle
to locate Brownles, LTC Brownlee waa not heard
hom;pin.(:udenmdth-mﬂommmhpn
to head south toward Fire Support Base Vida where
thay were pleked ap two days latar. .

{C) Day long US TACAIR strikes on the enemy
around Tan Canh bhad shaken the bunker
Dubblm.ndmzoAnwmw.mmzooo
hours, Debbins divided the South Vietnamess up
into thres-man ETroups and prepared to escape. The
moon was full and they were detected =3 they
pesred the southwest side of the perimeter. Four
men were killed before the greup finslly found
concealment in & pigpen on the esstern bunker
line. At midnight the group again attempted to
escape. This time they were caught in the illumi-
nation of a flare by Spectre which was firing on
targets in the arex. Once again they were detected,
losing several mors men to small armus fire, They
retarned to the pigpen and waited until about 0430
hours when the mooR finally set for the night
A low ground fog also covered their moves a2 they
succesafully passed through the perimater oh this
try. Thay proceeded south several kilometers and
were spotted and picked up the next day.3?

{C) The attacking enemY units at Tan Canh snd
Dek To I1 were part of the 2d NVa Division.
Batialions of the 1st and 1413t NVaA Regiment
{ormed the infantry assault along with the D-10
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Twe Crmmunit? tonks wers dostroyed in the middle of the rmavay ot Dok Te Aiuficd Arid 24 by fighter-aml oy of He
Republic of Viermam Air Farce. The oirfield 7 adjecent to Route 512, thves miles wwth of Dal. Ta

Sappe* Batialion. The T-54 tanks which supported
the assaults were from one battalion of the enemy
203d Tank Regiment The attack way well<coordi-
nated in spite of seversl misecies in tming, and
the use of conventional tactics by the enemy was
not new in the Indochine War. ¥'hat was aigniti-
cant, however, was the heavy commitment of front
line NVA troops in an all-cut effort. During prior
offensives such as Tet of 1968, YC units had led
the attacky, but the attaek on Tan Canh was pri-
marily an NYA effort. During the 24th and 25th of

April the North Vietmamese consolidated their gsina
and extended their control west of the Dak To
11 airstrip and south to Dien Binh, Captured ARVYXN
equipment included twenty-three 105mm howitzers,
seven 155mm howitzerr, 14,000 rounds of artillery
ammunition, and-uther materiel. Among the missing
were COL Da: rnd hia sntire staff.33

(C) The 220th NVYA Division continued to pres-
sure the remaiming fire support l~aes on Rocket
Ridge during the attarks on Tan Janh and Dak
To Il iSee Fig. R-2). On 25 April the decision
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was made by LTG Law to abandon the precarious
positions ac Fire Support Bases 5 and 8, affording
the NVA eoversd movement down Routa 14 to Kon-
tum City. In addition, the enemy could now fores
ARVN to sbandon its Jetensive positions along
momuhhﬂnﬂnclhlﬂrolnmolﬂnm
Wumatmtumﬂmout.homcmy
thrust In Kontum Province, the 3d NVA Division
and VC main force units attashed the three northern-
most districts in Binh Dink Provinee Although the
40th and 4lst Regiments of the T2d ARVN
Division had been auite succmsful in recent com-
bat with YC units, the NVA regulars forced them

to brsak and ~un from Landing Zone {LZ) English

and other fire bases in the aren

South

This focused
allisd attention on the threat to Kontum City, as
the NVA came within reach of their goa! of cutting
Vietnam i two. The Viethamess Joint

Genaral Staf® and the 1S Command began to give
more credeces o John Paul Vaon's contention that

th--nyampdgmthuuTﬂMAnLu
ware limited 0 scope and that the NVA's resl goal
-uu’.nluloatuﬂ.l’ldin.udnmh Dinh Pro-
vinews by muitdivision attacks across the high-
lands. )

THE ENEMY APPROACH ON KONTUM

(U} To combat the successes of the NVA of-
fansive the II Corps staff activared the following
plan. COL Ba, 23d Division commander, would cort-
mand all forces in Kontum Provines. Four battalions
of rangers would occupy blocking positions at Yo
Dink and south along the Dak Poko River. The
534 ARVN Regiment was given the responaibility
for Xontum City. The 224 Ranger Battalion moved
to Poim Kleng to reinforce the bettalion of border
rangers there. In addition, Yann placed B-52 strikes
slong Rocket Ridge and over the evacuated fire
support bases. Thousands of refugees. remnants of
the 72d Division, and miasing US advisors in enemy
held areas limited the pumher of airstrikes Te
alteviste this problem TACAIR was utilised with
over 130 sorties flown during the period 24 to 24
April

(C) Dy 28 April much of the 234 Division staff
was enrouta to Kontum City. COL Ba was faced
with the difficult task of melding » conglomeration
of units Into & cobesive defense. The only 234
Division unit remaining under his commsnd WwWas
the 53d Regiment. The 24 snd 8th Ranger Groups,
an airborne brigede, and sactor forces under cOoL
Long comprisad the remaining forces under COL
Ba's commsnd {esch of these other unit command-
ers reported through nine different echains of com-
mand). Several of these fuli colonels resented taking
ordsrs fromn snother solonel, and a8 2 resuit COL
Ba had an increasingly difficuit time attempting
to get them to respond 1o his orders. Many times
they would not show up for coordination meetings.
making it impossible to adequately plan for the
defense. To molve the problem Varn suggested
to LTG Dau that his deputy, MG Phong, and
Vann's deputy, BG John Hill, fly to Kontum each
morning at 0800 hours to preside over the staff
mestings. Their presence insured the attendance
of the wnit commanders and permitted the defense
to ba pinnned. COL John Truby, the acting Senjor
Advizer to the 23d Division, was given Lhe moru-

IEIE
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mental task of advising the division staff on the
concepts of a conventional defense within & limited
time. The 23d Division sdvisors also had to axpisin
details such ss lmitiog points, coordination of
onits on the perimeter, reduction of penetrstions,
and so forth.

insure the division maximum timae to
train and prepare for the defenss, COL Ba ns-
signed the 2d and 6th Ranger Croups to the eritical
mission of delaying aleng Routs 14 between Tan
Canh and Eontuom. The defensive plan estsbliahed
an outsr defensive line saven kilometers from the
center of the city with & delaying pesition foor
of the final delensive posi-
tigns on the sdge of the city. Four 155mm howitzars
and forty-four 106mm howitzers were available for
flre support. The noribern and western approsches
were defended by rangers, while the 53d Regimant
defanded the east and south.

(C} On 28 April LTG Dzu was ordared to Ssigon
to sse President Thieu. When be retorned to Pleiku.
he brought word that he had a besrt silment which
would esuse him to be committed to B hospitsl in
Saigon. Dzu appeared to be shaken by his visit to
Saigon and Jid not wish to diseuss it with anyon®
Dzu eventually left for the hospital in Saigon on
10 May and was replaced by MG Tosn?

(U) The 6th Ranger Group srrived in Military
Region 2 on 24 April from the Hue battlefisld
whers it had been hesvily engaged. MAJ Jsme
Givens, Senior Advisor to the 6th Ranger Grou?-
had listaned to the fail of Tan Canh on the radi?
a3 the group moved into position at Fire Suppert
Bose Brave This base was juat north of o Dink
whers the group was colocated with the 2d Ajre
borne Brigade Command Poat {See Fig. K2 The

tum to board transportation for Saizen
#th Group meved nesrer Kontum 1o Fire Suppoft
Base Novembar. From Lam Son,

piece of kay terrain with & commanding virY o
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Highway 14 porth of Vo Dinh and south toward
Kontum, Givens and nis sesistant, CPT Vannis,
observed the remnants of the 224 Division struggle
past their position in groups of from § to 15 pecple
with very few small arms and no erew-served
weapons; many of the troops had no stes] Belmets
or web gear. They hsd discarded thesse items in
their hasts to flee the attacking NYA forces
Although unorganissd, there was no panic among
the stragglers, who gave the sppearance of Sun-
day strollers

{U) Throughout the 25th and 28th incnulng'

sttecky-by-fire hit the group command post. The
group had not receivad heavy castaltier, but at
1560 houry on the 27th Givens and Vannie, along
with the ranger groop command post, wers air.
lifted to Fire Support Base November over the
objections of Givens that the command post should
remain with the msjor elemeuts of the group at
Lam Son. The remaining ranger battalions, the
34th and l5th, continued to receive ground probes
and sttacks-by-fire. At 0500 hours on 1 May the

»n 'l..

Ranger proups leaving

K13

erewy of four M-i]l tanks at Lam Son sbandoned
their vehicies in the face of an NVA attack. The
NVA then occupied the tanks, which YNAF TAC-
AIR and s USAF Stinger gunship successfully
destroyed, and the attack was repulsed

(U) At 1800 hours the 234 Division Combst
Advisory Team econtacted Givena and informed him
that the airborne artillery battery had departsd
Lam Son. Givens hurried t> conflrm this with the
group commander, LTC Da, but was told that the
group beadquarters had ne contaet with ite two
bat*slions at Lam Son. At 1939 hours contset
was resstablished with the withdrawing ranger
unjts. They were moving well to the sonth of Lam
Son, cawrrying 3 wounsed and their crew-sarved
weupons with them. Asking why the artillery Lad
sbandoned the fire support base, Givens dlacoversd
that LTC De had ordered hls two infantry battalions
to withdraw; thus, the artillery was left without
local security and forced to leave. On 4 May LTG
Daa relieved LTC De for failing to hold Fire Sup-
port Base Novemher®

ostem alter being reploced by the 44th oad 45tk ALYN Ragimests.
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(C) This matter convinced 3z Vann to persusds attack. At 1900 hours, despite the heavy antiair-
LTG Dru that the remeining organiz units of the eraft fire an OH-S landed to extract the sdvisors.
214 Division, tha 44th and 45th Regiments. should The camp continuad to hoid on for three more daye
he brought te Kootum to repisce the-Two TRNgEr through continucus indirect fire and ground srtacks
groups and the alrborns brigade with ne resultant by the S4th NVA Ragiment The enemy’s massing
loss in menpowef. Dsu sccepted this propcsal. Om of forces to seite Polei Kleng provided locradre
¢ May the 45th Ragiment moved up Route 14 from argets for the gxteen US B-52 strikes employed
H&nndvumhu‘dmmlthllnm luth-u-duincthcthmd:pduundd
Group.™ attack. A Het Chanbh later attsstad to the affective-
{(C) From 24 Aprll to § iy attacky-by-flre on ness of B-52 strikes sguinst the forces attacking
the ranger campa which were astride the NVA Pold Kleng. He reported that his company of 100
aupply reutes Increassd. Sen EHet and Poley Kleng men had sustumned 40 killed and many mers
bore the brunt of these sporadic attacks becausa they wounded. At 0800 bours om 9 May, bowever, the
hindered the memy’s movement of supplies into ARVYN forces wers wedged out of Polel Kleng by
hin sasembly areas for the attack on Ecatum City. an ssssult of NVA wnks and infantry. LTG D
Onslarltlzmmmdm‘mindhaw Mdiguuduythintd:hhﬂnmud peri-
urdlleryﬂn{)ﬂrﬁomnds(dllnmhourmd 'Mruhhkuunduﬂn.
a half before US air strikes temporarily stopped {C) During thi» pericd Ban Het Ranger Camp
'lhummrﬁn.mmnforruddrconmllm mdvdntotdof&@uﬂ”mndldnixd
laft statien at 1516 hours, however, the volume of caliber indireet fire. On T May the Tist Ranger
fire once again inereased untl 500 rounds had fsllen Batiallon mautinied and gave the bettalion com-
by 1900 hours that day. The systematic destroetion mander an ultimatum w0 extract the unit within
of sach bunker within the compound indicated that 43 hours. Before the extraction was completed the
the flire was being ad} d. The nd bunker, camp was ringed by sntisircraft wespons.3?
whare advisors CPT Geddes MacLaren and LT Paul () At dawn On the "9th of May the North
3McKonna ware directing U3 alr syppert, wai Vietaamese sent dog3 jcto the parimetsr wire to
strock by several direct hits. At 1730 hours & round deto ‘ate mechanical mines. This tactic was followed
collapsed the walls and blaw out kR oak door. The at 0u20 hours by s heavy ground attack supportad
m.dvinndu:l.hdrnymd:hombbhmd hym?‘l‘-ﬂnnh-"l‘wofthc-unh.l. wapported
moved to open foxholes nearer the perimeter. The by i-fantTy, sasanited the main gats but were
enemy forward observers than systamstically de~ kmocked out by rangers using LAWs. At 0T30 bours
stroyed all the baildinge above ground, il of the five PT-76 wmanks attacked tha sastsTn perimater;
bunkers, snd ) '--ddo'nthnmmm'r‘hc mmhuhd.utbrqu.Thormﬂndﬂ
repeated Securate shelling demoralized the ARVN retirec aftsr NVA infantry had seized the eastern
ranger defenders. When McKenna attampted to find perimetar. The rangers spent tha rest of the day
tha battalion commandsr &t 1800 hours, hs found sjecting the enemY. By 1700 bours the perimeler
that the commander had fled from the compound. was rutored The attacking NVA forces lost 11
On his return to the limited cover vl his foxhole, tanks snd over 100 desd in their attempt to over-
ha observed the snemy using {lashing red beacons ran Ben Het Although the forces there continued
to signal their infantry who ware poised for the to be harrassed, nn more major sssaults were made.

THE FIRST ATTACK ON KONTUM

(U) The air cavalry had not besn idle during the were placed oo the suspectad positions.

period sinca Tan Canh. Daily missions over the {(U) The 22d Division had rontinued jts prepars-
battle ares detscted new traila, eaches, and bunker tgon for the defense of Eontum. COL Ba personsily
complaxes. The regional advisory group begsn walked the sntire perimeter. He criticized poor posi-
using & regional command and control haelicopter tions and talked snecoursgingly to his troops. Seversl
in which senior officers fiew as obsurvers and went tank buils were pulled into open areas for targets
whare they could best influence the aetion On 10 and as many scldiers as possible were given the
May BG John Hill stonped ir Kontum to confer opportunity to fire the LAW in conjunction with
with COL John Truby sbout s sighting be had s companion program whick showed victorious
mads just north of Yo Dinh Hill was convinced ARYN soldiers beside T.54 tanks they had de-
that the Ares was 3 main assembiy ares for tn. stroyed &t AN Loc and Quang Tri. The purpese
at-wcking forces. A prisoner captured that same dny was to instili in ARVN soldiers the confidenct that
constrmed that the 320th NVA Division had cloned they could destroy &n attacking tank.

on ita assembiy aren Subaequently, B-32 atrikes \U) Commanders coordinated at their timiting

K—14 CONEIDENTHL

L3 P _—
TUIS PAGT TTooroe vt oo Bl B

wm = lIa

] .
* . N 0 - L .
o eim e Fde b s s b aanobar e ks ook PR ol e it A

st

-

oy e - =pos b or o

g e m o




points and wupervised the imprvement of camou-
flage. Ressrve forees practicea countersttacking
possible penetrations. The divisicn artiilery planned
fires arcund the pemimatsr. Sector forces ware
trained in calling for fire to show them that the
division was going to give them all posaibly flre
support. COL Ba ordered limited offensive opera-
Hou'hkhﬂzdmmycnddcnhpodnmu
for the B-52 missions allocatad to Miliaary Region 2.

(U) On 12 May the 44th Regiment corpleted ity
replacement of the 2d Banger Group sstrids Route
14, the probable main avence of spproach, The
4ith Regiment’s positions wars spproximatsly four
kilometers northwest of Eontum. The ARVN soldiers
wers confldant and belleved that they could kneck
out NVA tanks with their organie weapons. COL
Ba was more confident now that the 23d's own
units were orgunised into the defense. At 0700 hours
on 13 May, radio intercepts confirmed that the
MNVAthionminiuﬂndlunofpnp-
sration in ita assembly area, confirming air
unlryuporudlhnvbuﬂdupofxmormd
troops just south of Vo Dinh3*

(C) The enemy planned to acttack as early as
possibile because thay feit that U'S B-525 would hurt
them if they remained long o their sttack posi-
tons. Vann was skeptica! sbout an imminent atrack
sinre no concentratad artillery preparstions were
falling on the 23d's defensive poaitions. Although
thera we's scattersd artacks-by-firs, the pattarn
of heavy bombardment before the attacks ¢z Tan
Canh and the fire support bases was sbsent At
2230 bours e battalion of the 44th Regiment at
Fire Support Base November reported many lights
moving south on Highway 14 toward their rositions.
This report did not causs alarm uatil it was realized
that NYA inexperience with night movement of
armor vehicles had caused them to use their lights
when moving into sttack positions at Tan Canh.
Shordy afterward COL Ba entered with & captured
docnment which had been sent from the J20th
Division artillery commander to one of his unity,
The message stated that all supporting artillery
would support an sttack by the 320th at 0400 hours
on 14 Msy. COL Truby again talked to Vann and
the Corps G-3. Although both still conaidered this
contention hasty, Vann balieved it was better to be
prepared and teid Troby he would get air assets
to them at first light. At 0400 hours nothing hap-
pened. The 23d Division G-2, LTC Tisu. then brought
in another captured documant which delayed the
attack one-half bour, The G-Z believed that sirce
these orders were coming from B-2 Front Head-
quarters the times were prohably Hansi time —
one hour later than Saigon time. At 0430 hours
Fire Support Base November began to receive an
incressing voluma of indirect fire which continued

until 0530 hours, when the attack began.®

1C) The NVA had been surprised at the easy with
which they had taken Tan Canh. As o rvault they
decided to actack Eontum City without a time-
consuming artillery rwparation Thy attack had
thres major axes of advance (Ses Fig. K-3) ori-
entad along Highway 14 from the north and north-
west. The 48th NVA Regiment and one company
of the 203d Tank Retiment actacked from the north-
weit slong the west side of Route 14 The Sdth
NVA Bepiment attacked south slong the sast side
of the highway also with one company of support.
ing armor frem the 203d Tank Begiment. The 28th
NYA Regiment of the soemy B-J Front advanced
from the north againet the 53d ARVN Regiment
The 1415t Ragiraent of the 24 NVA Diviston probed
tas sector forees who defended the southern posi-
tions along the river®

(U) The air support was not Yot on station when
the call came into the DTOC that two columns of
infanry with tanks were coming down Routs 14.
A quick eall by COL Truby to the corpa oparations
center launchad US Cobras and the new weapon
n the corps arsensl, the helicopter meunted TOW
missile. The ARVN artillery commander quickly
massed his artillery on the high apeed s.enue of
approach, Routs 14, and the 44th dispatched several
tank killer teams armed with the LAW. The massed
artillery made the T-34s sasy prey lor the tank
killer teams by separsting the attacking infantry
{rom the tanks. LTC Thomss McEenna Senior Ad-
visor to the J4th Regiment, reportad that ARVY

soldlers, while admitting they were initially scared -

by the iron monsters, crawled out of their bunkers
rod enguged the tank: with their LAWSs at point
blark range. Two quick kills were made by the
teamy. Meanwhile, the helicopters with TOW mis-
silen had arrivet over Kontum. Bafore two of the
"shiks could resch the cover of the thick under-
growth along the highway, the TOW missiles
stwopped them dead in their tracks. The heavry
artillery concentration and sudden destruction of
the leading armor broke up the initia] attack hy
0200 hours, aithough indirect fire and smal) probes
continued. I[n addition, the sky was filled with
both US and VNAF aireraft attacking enemy tsrgets
vigorously.

{U} All of Eontum City received incoming arrii-
lery and rockst fire, but the sir SUpport was success-
ful n spotring its origin and silencing the guns
and lsunchers. Some aress, however, such as thas
sirfleld and the division CP received light attacks-
by-fire, indicaring that the enemy forward observers
were adfusting their rounds for futurs fires. By
nightfall on the 4th the front lines had bewn re-
stored by the 23d Division through fierce, hand-
to-hand fighting.
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1Ty At 2000 hours the enemy agmin lruncked
attachs againgt the 44th and 53d Regiments. The
renewed attacks were more interse then “the pre-
vious ooes. In the coafusion of fighting st night
the two ARVN regiments falled to coordinata snd
[nteriock their flres. This situatice speled dissster
when & battalion of the NVA penetrated the mp
betwesn the ARVN regiments.

(U) MAJ Wade Lovings. Deputy Senlor Advisor,
#th ARVN Regiment, reported to the division
sdvisors that the ARVN regimental commander
WaS requesting timed, preplanned artillery fires
en their locationa. Lovings also requested that when
the Spectte came on station he be allowed to
wrihinmthoporim-urofﬂn“th.bthh
tme Lovings and LTC McKenna felt they were
faced with thoee battalions of attacking NVA who
were situatsd o their front, esstern flank, and
rear. The Spectre arrived and Lovinga immediately
put his fires all arcund the perimeter as targets
ware reisyed from the front line units through the
regimental ecommander.#t

(C) At that same moment In the DTNC COL

Truby and the other membars of the advisory team
ware devaloping somae last-ditch defensive measures
in order to stop the enemy penetrationa. They
wanted io place on the attacking enemy the two
B-52 strikes scheduled for 0300 hours. The situation
woa turning more detperats by the minurs. If the
penetrations wers not stopped Kontum wounld fall
by dawn. Because it was impossible to request the
B-52 strikes any nearer to friendly positions, COL
Truby progosed that COL Ba withdraw hla forces
one bour before the strikes. An incresass in artillery
was planned to compensata for the withdrawn fores.
W‘hmlh.B-&anrrl'nd,thqm.ldauthVA
[n the open with little cover. Ba was deeply con-
cerned absut the deteriorating situation and anxios
to do whatever possible to improve it, Truby toid
Vann of the plan and requestad his spproval. Vann
was hasitant due to the complex eoordination In-
volved. Finally, ba scquiesced after thorough dis-
tussion with both Truby and Be. During the thres
or four hours until the strikes all attention was
focused on holding in place. The 53d Regiment
committed their reserve.to block the penetration

A T-54 tenk énrroyed 14 My
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