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Cal Grad Professors Lecture in 
Korea Over Thanksgiving Break 
 

In November, Dr. Scott de Hart , Dr. John Gutierrez, and Dr. John 

Kwon traveled to South Korea for a special Fall Intensive lecture 

series for pastors and Christian educators. The trip was the second 

invite in 2005 for Dr. de Hart to speak in Korea while it was the first 

of such for Dr. Gutierrez. Dr. Kwon is a regular speaker and lecturer 

in Korea for Cal Grad and will be returning in January 2006.  

The location site for the Korean Fall intensive (Thanksgiving) 

lectures was at Global Vision Christian School associated with 

Global Education Mission (GEM) in Eumsung, South Korea  

The New PRESIDENT 

Our President 

 
The Rev’d. Dr. Roger T. Beckwith has accepted the invitation to 
become the President of California Graduate School of Theology. 

Dr. Beckwith is a scholar, professor, and retired clergyman of the 
Church of England.  

President Beckwith is a former professor of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 
University; Librarian and Warden of Latimer House, Oxford; tutor at 
Tyndale Hall, Cambridge; member of the Anglican-Orthodox 
Commission; and retired curate (pastor) of several parishes 
throughout the Church of England. 

Dr. Beckwith is regarded by many as one of the one respected 
Protestant/Evangelical conservative scholars within Anglicanism. R.T. 
Beckwith stands in the historic tradition of great Anglican 
theologians such as John Wycliffe, William Tyndale, Thomas 
Cranmer, Charles Simeon, John Wesley, J.I. Packer, and Alister 
McGrath. 

Make plans now to be present for Dr. Beckwith’s address to 
California Graduate School of Theology on May 20, 2oo6. 
More details will soon be posted. 

Among the many publications Dr. Beckwith is the author and/or 
editor of, include:  

• The Old Testament Canon of the New Testament Church 
and its Background in Early Judaism  

• Elders in Every City: The Origin and Role of the Ordained 
Ministry  

• Daily and Weekly Worship: From Jewish to Christian.  
• Sacrifice in the Bible  
• The Christian Sunday.  
• Thomas Cranmer after Five Hundred Years  
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Scripture, Tradition;Gnosticism, Criticism 
 

By Professor Joseph P. Farrell, D.Phil.1. 
 

Gnosticism not only invents terms, it invents 
its own literature, its own tradition, since, ultimately, 
these derive from the individual Gnostic’s own 
experience. Thus, creativity itself is the mark both of 
the true Gnostic as well as of Gnostic systems in 
general. Man not only creates his own gods, but his 
own “religion” by which to worship them. The essence 
of Gnosticism is its elite and total concentration on 
self; it is, quintessentially, an invented religion. This is 
the ultimate spiritual basis behind “sitz im lebenism”, 
i.e. the view that all religion is of human invention, 
that all Scriptures are merely the creative products of 
the mythological imagination of “the faith community” 
in response to some real or perceived situation. 

 
The strategies and tactics outlined above are 

the external forms of Gnostic systems, their parameters 
and shape. But there are internal paradigms which 
concern themselves with specific conceptions of 
doctrine as well… 

 
God, for most Gnostic systems, was absolute 

unity and intelligence, “generating itself, making itself 
grow, seeking itself, finding itself, being mother of 
itself, father of itself, sister of itself, spouse of itself, 
daughter of itself, son of itself – mother, father, unity, 
being a source of the entire circle of existence.” These 
affirmations were capable of various interpretations. 
For one school, such terms were merely metaphors, the 
divine being neither male nor female. Others 
understood God to be a masculofeminine androgyny. 
In any case, all views agreed that God was a 
harmonization of dialectical opposites. Thus, Gnostic 
Trinitarian thought is characterized by its dialectical 
structure; God is Father, Mother, and Son, in a kind of 
reverse filioquism, “mother” being the Holy Spirit. 
This divine androgyny has its roots both in Platonic 
philosophy and some early rabbinical traditions. 

 
The exegetical implications of this 

assumption spill over into Gnostic understandings of 
the creation of man. Here the emphasis in Gnostic 
systems is placed on Genesis chapter one, where the 
impression is given of an androgynous creation. 
Orthodox exegesis, however emphasized that Genesis 
chapter two provided interior relations or origin within 
human creation; man was created male and female, but 
the female was taken from the male. In other words, as 

there is patri-archy (Father-source) in the relations of 
the Three Divine Persons in the Trinity, so there was a 
similar parti-archy within human nature itself. 
 
An excerpt from “God, History, and Dialectic.” © Joseph 
P. Farrell, D.Phil. 
 
 
1 Dr. Farrell is an adjunct professor of Apologetics and Patristic 

Theology at Cal Grad. He is a doctoral graduate of Pembroke 

College, Oxford University with specialty in Patristics. 

Dr. Farrell has authored many scholarly works in the area of Patristic 
Theology including the following titles: 
 
Free Choice in St. Maximus the Confessor;  
The Mystagogy of the Holy Spirit – the Faith of our Fathers;  
The Disputation With Pyrrhus of Our Father Among the Saints, 
Maximus the Confessor;  
God, History, and Dialectic.  
 
Additionally Dr. Farrell has authored several works addressing the 
problems inherent in revisionist ancient and modern history – his 
most recent book is The Reich of the Black Sun –Nazi Secret 
Weapons and the Cold War Allied Legend.  
 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/1878997017/qid=1109788406/sr=1-6/ref=sr_1_6/104-8259163-5198304?v=glance&s=books
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/1878997017/qid=1109788406/sr=1-6/ref=sr_1_6/104-8259163-5198304?v=glance&s=books


 
An Interview with Dr. Roger T. Beckwith: 
President of California Graduate School of Theology 

 
ROGER T. BECKWITH holds two degrees from Oxford University as well as a Lambeth Doctorate. Dr. Beckwith is the author of 
many scholarly books and articles as well as an in demand conference speaker throughout Britain and the United States. Dr. 
Beckwith was a doctoral advisor and professor at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford University and assisted in the dissertation research of two 
Cal Grad professors, Dr. de Hart and Dr. Dunlap. 
 
What do you see as among the most important needs in theological education that is not being addressed 
with enough emphasis today? 
Dr. Beckwith: I think there is too much specialization today. Specialization is only good if it is based on general 
knowledge and not general ignorance. New Testament scholars need to know the Old Testament and vice versa. They 
also need to have a knowledge of historical theology, so that they know how the Bible has been interpreted by 
Christians in the past and are not simply dependent on their own ideas. They also need some acquaintance with 
doctrine and ethics, so that they can get confusions in their own minds sorted out. And similarly with other 
specializations. 
Also, one area of specialization which has been much neglected by evangelicals, to our own loss, is inter-testamental 
studies. It throws a unique light on the background to the New Testament. 
  
What books and Christian authors (ancient, modern) have influenced you most? 
Dr. Beckwith: Of ancient literature, I have been most influenced by the writings of Josephus and St Augustine's 
Confessions. Of Reformation literature, I have been most influenced by the Book of Common Prayer, the 39 Articles of 
Religion and Richard Hooker's Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity. Of modern literature, I think I have been most influenced 
by G.R. Balleine's History of the Evangelical Party in the Church of England, John Wenham's Christ and the Bible, and 
Strack-Billerbeck's Kommentar zum Neuen Testament aus Talmud und Midrasch. 
  
Do you see Christianity in the West (particularly USA, Canada, and England) suffering or declining in terms of 
moral theology and if so, what can be done to reverse this? 
Dr. Beckwith: I am sure you are right. A new emphasis on the Ten Commandments would help, both in catechizing 
young people and enquirers and in expounding moral theology. In the early 20th century, the Liberals said it does not 
matter what you believe, only how you behave, and they were stern moralists. In the later 20th century, they changed 
their stance, and decided it did not matter how you behave either. Both matters really involve submitting to 
revelation. 
  
You have written several books - what is your greatest passion in terms of your own studies/research? 
Dr. Beckwith: My greatest passion is that people should read, believe and practice the Bible, and to this end that they 
should also expound it and hear it expounded. They should then preach it to the world. 
  
What are your thoughts about liturgy and the modern church? Many churches have abandoned any forms of 
traditional liturgy, others have revised it so profoundly that it hardly resembles an ancient form. Your 
thoughts. 
Dr. Beckwith: I think good liturgy is of great importance, because it enables people to worship in a well thought out 
and edifying way. Of course, non-liturgical worship can be carefully planned as well, but too often it is not, and not 
only among those who emphasize the immediate inspiration of the Spirit. A service that is suggested by the sermon, 
and has one lesson to fit the sermon, and for the rest just a few topical prayers and contemporary songs, seems to me 
to be seriously lacking. It needs besides a lesson from the other Testament, the Lord's Prayer, a Psalm and New 
Testament canticle, a confession of sin, a confession of faith or creed, and good doctrinal hymns. Of course, the more a 
service is planned, the more formal it becomes, and the more serious concentration it requires. There is a place for less 
formal worship as well, but it ought not to be allowed to take over. 
  
What are your thoughts about the trend in Bible translation away from the traditional text and a movement 
towards paraphrase and socially up-to-date theology in Bible translations? 
Dr. Beckwith: In Bible translations, I think paraphrase is risky and political correctness a distortion.  

Make plans now to be present for Dr. Beckwith’s address to California Graduate School of Theology in May, 2oo6. More 
details will soon be posted. Dr. Beckwith will be a special speaker for our ALL CLASS ALUMNI REUNION in 2006.
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O U R  A C A D E M I C  R E C O R D  
California Graduate School of Theology has been granting 
bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees for over thirty-five 
years by the authority of the State of California Bureau for 
Postsecondary Private Vocational Education. We also have 
a recognized Biblical studies program fully certified by the 
Association of Christian Schools International. ASCI’s 
membership is currently comprised of over 5440 member 
schools in 105 countries worldwide, representing 1,180,000 
students.  

Since 1969 CGST has been a recognized theological 
seminary in Southern California with a program of Biblical 
and Theological study that does not compromise on quality 
or academic performance. We have over 5,000 graduates as 
a testimony to the highest standards of academic excellence 
at CGST. 

ALUMNI Spotlight 
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!  

Approximately 5,000 students have passed through 
the halls of Cal Grad since its founding in 1969. Many 
of our alumni have gone on to tremendous ministries in 
the pastorate, Christian education, business, 
counseling, etc., and we would love to hear every  
testimony. 

For the first time all the files have been transferred 
to an up-to-date computerized system, however our 
records reflect names, addresses, and work locations 
that are no longer current! We would like to build an 
accurate database for our alumni and share the news 
of what you are doing, what Cal Grad is doing, and 
establish an alumni association. In 2006 our dream is 
to have an ALL CLASS ALUMNI REUNION with Dr. 
Beckwith as a special speaker BUT WE HAVE TO 
HEAR FROM YOU IMMEDIATELY. Please visit our 
website alumni section, fill out the on-line form, or call 
us with your information. Plans will soon be made for 
this alumni reunion dinner IF we hear from enough 
students. Please help us. 



 

 


