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London, Monday 9* June 1834

Information is received this afternoon of a Jewess named Sol Hatchuell
only between fourteen and fifteen years old, having been beheaded at Faz
by order of the Sultan under the judgment of the Oolamma, for having
abrogated Islamism after her recently renegading from the Faith of her
father, on consequence of some domestic quarrel, in which her mother had
[it is said] beaten her severely.

This unhappy young woman, was residing with her family at this
place; her father’s name is Haim Hatchuel,' who had been for many years
and until within these few months [when the beginning of his child’s
misery took place] residing as a huckster in Gibraltar

The Jews in Tangier, so far as can be understood, urged this foolish,
innocent girl to return to their Faith; upon which the Mohamedan authorities
put her in prison and the Kady seems, by all accounts, to have used all his
efforts with too much success, to obtain the death of this 11l advised child.
This, it may be noted for recollection, is not the first time, that, this chief
judge of the Mohamedan Law in Tangier has most zealously dipped his
hands in the blood of legalized victim, under similar circumstances.

It is said, that the Sultan, who is not sanguinary, used all his efforts three
times and personally to persuade the girl not to oppose the Mohamedan
Law, as it is administered in this country, and to remain in the profession
of Islamism, that she had once declared herself to-have embraced, and the
Monarch went so far, as to try to tempt the poor creature to save her own
life, by offering [if she would take his counsel] to marry her to one of his
own sons; but, it is said, the shiek of the Jews urged her not to desert her
ancient Faith and to be persuaded, that, all which was threatened was done
only to frighten her, for that, if she saw the knife at her throat, she might
be sure she would be pardoned

Edward William Auriol Drummond Hay"
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Her Majesty’s Agency and Consulate General

Tangier 12" August 1845

Right Honorable

Earl of Aberdeen K. G.

My Lord,

I have the honor to acquaint Your Lordship, that I have been placed in
some embarrassment by the occurance of an unfortunate affair at Rabat,
and which from the distressing circumstances in the accounts forwarded
me by my Consular Agent at that port, Mr Jacob Seruya have prevented
me acting strictly upon that principle of non interference in the local
Government of this Country which I have in general adopted as considering
it to be in accordance with your Lordship’s views and instructions.

For the particulars of the case I beg leave to submit to Your Lordship
the copy and translation of a letter addressed to me in Spanish by Mr
Jacob Seruya, a British Subject; acting as British and French Consular
Agent at Rabat.

Mr Seruya had addressed a similar letter to Monsieur Chastian the
French Charge d’Affaires, with- whom T have concealed, and have acted
on a perfect understanding with him in the steps that have been taken in
this affair.

Mr Chastian and myself have addressed the Moorish Government
through the Caid Booselham an identic letter on the subject, and I beg
herewith to submit for Your Lordship’s information a copy of my version
of that letter, together with a copy of my reply to Mr Seruya.

I trust that the Moorish Government will perceive the intentions that
have actuated us in this matter, and that the cause of justice and Humanity
has alone been our guide, and that we have been most anxious not to give
umbrage by appearing to interfere in any manner with the domestic Policy
of the Government.

I'humbly trust that I shall not meet with Your Lordship’s disapprobation
for the course  have pursued in this affair, I regret to say that the recollection
of a frightful martyrdom of a young Jewess a native of Tangier a few years

ago, under almost similar circumstances, led me seriously to apprehend

173 (b"DWM) 117 D'NYAN



what would be the result of this affair, had the French Agent and myself
delivered up the lad, and had we not showed the interest we have ventured
to do.

Itrust that the Moorish Government will perceive the wisdom of husting
up this affair, and not listening to the quibbles of Mohamedan Law, and to
the Fanaticism which I fear will have appeared in the representations that
may have made by the authorities at Rabat.

Without a clear and positive understanding from the Moorish
Government, that order are sent to the Authorities of Rabat to desist from
the persecution of the young Jew, I shall not authorize the British Agent to
deliver up the lad unless Your Lordship may deem it more expedient that
I should withdraw all further interference in this affair.

I have the honor to be

with the greatest respect

My Lord

Your Lordship’s

Most humble and obedient servant
John Drummond Hay

Knight of the Garter'
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