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Measures to Minimize Harm 
 
Measures to minimize harm have been established through coordination efforts between the FTA and 
MHC undertaken in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  The FTA and 
MBTA anticipate ongoing review and consultation with MHC, the Boston Landmarks Commission (BLC), 
and Cambridge Historical Commission (CHC).  Efforts proposed by the FTA to minimize or mitigate 
adverse effects include: 
 

 Archival photographic documentation, prior to any demolition or construction activities associated 
with the project, of the Science Park/West End Station and the area of the Lechmere Viaduct that 
will be altered.  

 Design review by the Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), BLC, and CHC.  
Approval of mock-ups, texture, and color during the construction phase. 

 Removal of vegetation on the surfaces of Pier One of the Lechmere Viaduct, restoration of 
ornamental features between Piers One and Two and consultation with a masonry specialist 
regarding masonry conservation 

  The MBTA Design Department, following MBTA design protocol review, will develop a historical 
interpretive display to be located at the Science Park/West End MBTA Station, to be reviewed by 
the SHPO, BLC, and CHC. 

  The FTA shall ensure that the construction site work zone is restored to the condition 
immediately prior to construction, including but not limited to pavement, curbs and plantings.  

 
The stipulations are included in a Draft Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the FTA and MHC, 
with the MBTA, BLC, and CHC signatories as interested parties.  The MOA is included as an attachment 
to the Environmental Assessment (EA) document.  A complete version of the Historic and Archaeological 
Resources Assessment, MBTA Science Park Station Project, Boston, Massachusetts by the Public 
Archaeology Laboratory, Inc. (PAL) is available on the MBTA website 

(http://www.mbta.com/about_the_mbta/t_projects/default.asp?id=14747). 
 
8.0 Public and Agency Coordination 
 
The MBTA General Manager held a kickoff meeting with community stakeholders on May 29, 2008 to 
provide advance notification of the upcoming project and respond to general questions about the scope of 
work, budget, and schedule.  Public meetings with stakeholders were held during major project 
milestones.  Ongoing coordination meetings were also held with public agencies and utilities, including 
the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority, DCR, Department of Public Safety (DPS), Boston Water and 
Sewer Commission (BWSC), MHC, BLC, and CHC.  Correspondence with MHC is included in Appendix 
A.   
 
Copies of the Draft Section 4(f) Statement were distributed to the following agencies for review and 
comment: 
 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Director, Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance  
Main Interior Building (MS 2462)  
1849 C Street, NW  
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
The MA Archives Building  
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02125 
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In addition, the Section 4(f) Statement was circulated as an appendix to the EA to federal, state, and local 
agencies and interested parties.  A complete circulation list for the EA is included with the Environmental 
Notification Form attachment to the document. 
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