
Gunji Koizumi (1885 - 1965) - In 1948 the British Judo Association (BJA) was formed, with Gunji 
Koizumi as President.  

Gunji Koizumi arrived in England in May, 1906. He only stayed for one year but taught jujitsu 
at various places before going onto America.

He returned to Britain in 1910 and in 1918 he founded the London Budokwai. The 
following year he asked Yukio Tani to join him as an instructor.

 In 1920 a delegation from the Budokwai in Japan consisting of Jigaro Kano, 
Hikoichi Aida and E.J.Harrison, visited Koizumi’s London Budokwai. They 
convinced him and Yukio Tani to change their style of teaching away from the 
traditional martial art of jujitsu to the more scientific martial art of judo. 

Kano, in recognition of their technique and status awarded Tani and Koizumi their Judo 2nd Dans and 
from then on Judo was formally taught at the London Budokwai. This is often taken to be the starting 
point of British Judo. In later discussions, in 1933, between Kano and Koizumi the suggestion was 
made that the London Budokwai should become the London branch of the Kano’s Budokwai in Japan. 
Subsequent political upheavals meant that this was never followed up.

In 1921, Masutaro O’Tani joined the Budokwai and was also ‘converted’ from being a ‘jujitsu man’ to 
a ‘judo man’.  Within 5 years he and Yukio Tani were close friends and O’tani was appointed his 
assistant instructor.  

In 1948 the British Judo Association (BJA) was formed, with Gunji Koizumi as President.  The intent 
was to both unify British Judo and to establish a British method which would produce International 
judo champions.

Over the next few years O'Tani became increasingly unhappy with the BJA’s focus on the physical 
aspect of competitive judo and with the level of support and care that had been given to his old friend 
Tani after he had suffered a debilitating stroke.

Two years later Yukio Tani passed away.

In 1952 Koizumi voiced his concerns that with the increasing emphasis being placed on international 
competitions, contest training was being seen as the be all and end of all of judo training whereas 
contests were just one part of judo training.

 By 1954 O'Tani had severed his links with the BJA, and set up his own organization - the Masutaro 
O'Tani Society of Judo (MOSJ) so he could teach the form of judo he wanted.

In 1965 Gunji Koizumi died. It is alleged by some that he committed suicide because he could no 
longer bear to be associated with what British Judo had become.
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