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1 COMMON:  

"Firs t"  ~ a r d ~  County Courthouse 
A N D / O R  H l S T o R t c :  

old Hardy County Courthouse 
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P R E ~ E T  USE (Check One or  More as Appropriate) 
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r ,  DESCRIPTION - 

CONDIT ION 

D E S C R I B E  THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( i f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The Old, o r  "F i r s t , "  Hardy County Courthouse was cons t ruc t ed  i n  seg- 
ments, t h e  f i r s t  b u i l t  i n  1792-93 and t h e  ex tens ion  added about 1833. A 
c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n ,  f r o n t i n g  on Frankl in  (now Elm) S t r e e t ,  was 
l e t  by Apr i l  1792 t o  Abel Seymour f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  amount of b 150. This  
was apparent ly completed by l a t e  1793, wi th  o the r  workers having been 
employed a t  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  t o  " f in i sh"  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  Quest ion of need f o  
a new courthouse i n  1833 l e d  t o  a d e c i s i o n  t o  e r e c t  t h e  second p o r t i o n  of  
t h e  "Lff-shaped bui ld ing ,  t o  b e  used a s  a c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  

The 1792-93 s e c t i o n  had 18 inch  t h i c k  b r i c k  wal l s  p laced  a top  a sound 
s t o n e  foundation. Approximately 25' x 50 ' ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  inc luded  t h e  cour  
room on the  second f l o o r ,  and t h e  lower l e v e l  was open so t h a t  ho r ses  could 
be taken through t h e  arched,  b r i c k  passageway i n t o  t h e  open cour tya rd  t o  t h  
back. The gabled roof  was topped by a b e l f r y  which housed a b e l l  used t o  
announce cour t  s e s s ions .  Brickwork was of Flemish bond, and a carved and 
bracketed co rn i ce  under l ined  t h e  r o o f ' s  edge. 

Also of b r i c k ,  bur w i t h  walls only 12 inches t h i c k  and i n  a s t r e t c h e r  
bond, t he  second s e c t i o n  was a two-story, 50'  x 25' add i t i on .  Facing Rocka, 
way (now Winchester) Avenue, t h i s  segment was placed about s i x  f e e t  from th ,  
courthouse,  t he  f r o n t  ranging  w i t h  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  gable  end. German 
in f luence  f n  a s l i g h t l y  upturned gable  i s  preva len t  i n  t h e  a d d i t i o n .  Con- 
t a i n i n g  two rooms above and two below wi th  a f i r e p l a c e  i n  each,  it was o r i g  
n a l l y  roofed with t i n .  This  s e c t i o n  was connected t o  t h e  courthouse by a 
p la t form and s t a i r .  

Over t h e  yea r s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  undergone a number of changes. At som 
unknown da te  between 1860 and 1900, t h e  open s tairway between s e c t i o n s  was 
roofed  over,  and a f l o o r  a t  ground l e v e l  i n  t h e  o ld  courthouse c losed  o f f  
t h e  cour tyard .  A porch, b u i l t  about 1902 and surrounding t h e  Elm S t r e e t  an 
Winchester Avenue f r o n t s ,  was removed i n  t h e  l a t e s t  r e f u r b i s h i n g ,  i n d i c a t i n  
f i n e  f e d e r a l  l i n e s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  courthouse bui ld ing .  Windows i n  t h e  two 
segments were of va r ious  s o r t s  and remained so  u n t i l  remodeling i n  1972 whe. 
a l l  were rep laced  by 9/9 o r  6 /6  double-hung sash.  Entrances have been 
changed a s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  served  va r ious  func t ions ;  now t h e r e  a r e  two on 
t h e  Winchester Avenue s i d e .  The brickwork has  been pa in ted  wh i t e ,  and a 
r e t a i n i n g  w a l l  about two f e e t  h igh  and t h r e e  f e e t  deep se rves  a s  a p l a n t e r  
around the  f r o n t .  Remodeling was accomplished under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  Miss 
Mar jor ie  P i e rce  of Weston, Massachuset ts ,  an a r c h i t e c t  wi th  a f a i r  amount 
of experience i n  r e s t o r a t i o n  work. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
I P E R I O D  f check One or More aa Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbion . 0 16th Century 18th Century Q 20th Century 

0 15th Century [7 17fh Century Q 19th Century 

S P E C I F I C  D A T E I S 1  (If Applicable andKnown)  1792-93 c 1833 
& R E A S  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Check One  or More as Appropriate) 

Abor iginol Educot~on a P o l ~ t i c a l  @ Urban P l o n n ~ n g  

Prehistoric a Engineering 0 Religion/Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

Historic Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Sc~ence  

0 Architecture a Londscope 0 Sculpture 

@ Art Architecture Soc~al/Humon- 

@ Commerce @ Literature i t&,on 

Communications 0 M ~ l i t o r y  Theoter 

Conservotion n MUSIC @ T r o n ~ ~ o r t o t ~ o n  

T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

o r i g i n a l l y  cons t ruc t ed  i n  1792-93 wi th  a s e c t i o n  added about 1833, 
t h e  Old Courthouse h a s  served  Hardy County, V i r g i n i a  and West V i r g i n i a ,  as 
i t s  s e a t  of admin i s t r a t i on  and j u s t i c e ,  i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of  a boarding and 
f i n i s h i n g  school f o r  g i r l s  and a s  t h e  r e s idence  and pub l i sh ing  o f f i c e  of  
one of i t s  well-known c i t i z e n s .  

Hardy County was organized a s  a s epa ra t e  and d i s t i n c t  county i n  1786, 
i n  pursuance of an a c t  of t h e  V i r g i n i a  General Assembly adopted on Decembe~ 
10, 1785, from a p a r t  of Hampshire County. This i n  i t s e l f  was s i g n i f i c a n t ,  
f o r  i t  ' a t t e s t e d  t o  t h e  growing number of i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  ~ i r g i n i a ' s  back- 
country s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  Revolut ionary War and t h e  need t o  s e r v e  them wit1 
more immediate government. 

Moorefield,  newly l a i d  o u t  i n  1777, provided two l o t s  f o r  county use ,  
and, a f t e r  about a yea r  of c o u r t  meetings i n  a r en t ed  r e s idence ,  t h e  f i r s t  
courthouse,  25' x 26' i n  dimension, was cons t ruc t ed  of  logs  t o  house 
admin i s t r a t i on  and c o u r t  u n t i l  1793. Such q u a r t e r s  appa ren t ly  proved too  
conf in ing  o r  too  poor t o  a growing area ,  f o r  i n  1792 t h e  l e a d e r s  l e t  a 
c o n t r a c t  f o r  a more s u b s t a n t i a l  b r i c k  e d i f i c e .  B u i l t  between 1792 and 179: 
t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  would be used by t h e  populace of Hardy a s  t h e  county cour t -  
house u n t i l  roughly 1860, having an a d d i t i o n  made about 1833 t o  house t h e  
c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  

New q u a r t e r s  were opened f o r  county o f f i c e s  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  commence 
ment of t he  C i v i l  War, and t h e  o l d  courthouse,  wi th  l o t  and a l l  t h e  bu i ld -  
i ngs  thereon, was ordered s o l d .  Transfer red  i n  p r i v a t e  hands i n  1861, 1860 
and 1867, t h e  s t r u c t u r e  f i n a l l y  became t h e  proper ty  o f  t h r e e  e n t e r p r i s i n g  
s i s t e r s  named For re r  from Strausburg,  V i rg in i a .  Two of them, t h e  Misses 
Kate and S a l l y  a s  they were known t o  t h e i r  s tuden t s ,  conducted a p r i v a t e  
g i r l s '  day and boarding school i n  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  t h u s  o f f e r i n g  one o f  t h e  
few chances f o r  females of t h e  surrounding a r e a  t o  o b t a i n  formal i n s t r u c -  
t i o n  i n  va r ious  s u b j e c t s .  

The For re r  s i s t e r s  so ld  t h e  bu i ld ing  i n  1900 t o  Captain John J. 
Chipley, i n  whose family t h e  proper ty  remained u n t i l  1970. Chipley,  one- 
t ime mayor of Moorefield,  publ ished t h e  weekly Hardy County Democrat ( fo re -  
runner  of t h e  s t i l l  publ ished Moorefield Examiner) t h e r e  from 1897 t o  1902. 
A M r .  C.H. Herbert  a l s o  conducted a school i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  and J. Ed 
Chipley, a lawyer, and J.D. Chipley, Jr., a s se s so r ,  had o f f i c e s  t h e r e  f o r  
a number of years .  

Besides be ing  one of t h e  o l d e s t  bu i ld ings  i n  Hardy County, then ,  t h e  
Old Hardy County Courthouse has  been func t iona l  i n  i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
town of Moorefield and surrounding area .  Af t e r  u s e  a s  t h e  county cour t -  
house f o r  nea r ly  seventy yea r s ,  i t  served a s  a school ,  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  
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newspaper publishing house and apartment dwelling. I t s  h i s t o r y  has a depth 
and va r ie ty  making it impressive beyond the s u p e r f i c i a l i t y  of i t s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
facade. 
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/ 'Ox 39. . Hardy County, Minute Book, 1786-1791. I tem N o .  2 3 3 .  

~ A E H I C A L  D A T A  
L A T I T U D E  A N D  L ~ N G I T U D E  C O O F I D I X A ~ E S  

- T I T U P €  AN-C L C I N G I - T ' J D E  COO-a-C!NAT-ES 

D E F I N I N G  T H =  ~ h h T s R  P O I N T  O F  A 7 d O P E R T Y  
D E F I N I N G  A R E C T A N G L E  L O C A T I N G  T H E  P R O m E P T Y  _ O F  LES-S T H A N  T E W  A C R E S  

L C N G I T U D E  L A T I T U D E  L A T I T U D E  L O N G I T U D E  

D e g r e e s  Minu?.. S e c o n d s  D e g r e e .  Minutes  S e c o n d s  D e g r e e s  Minu?.. S e c o n d s  D e g r e e s  Minut*. S e c o n d s  

390 031 4 2 . 6 -  780 58 .  05.2. 
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"Hardy F i r s t  Court House f o r  S a l e  by H 
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\ L I S T  A L L  S T A T E S  A N D  C O U N T I E S  F O R  P R O D E R T I = =  I-- .- 
S T  A T E :  C D S E  C O U N T Y  L - 

S T A T E :  C O D E  C O U N T Y :  C O D E  
: 

December 2 ,  1970, p .  1. 
"Eighteenth  Century County Court House On Winchester Avenue Being Restored."  

Noore f i e ld  (W.Va.) Exuniner ,  March 29, 1972, p. 1: 
Judy,  E.L. H i s t o r y  of Hardy and Grant Count ies ,  West V i r g i n i a .  C h a r l e s t o n ,  

W.Va.:  Cha r l e s ton  P r i n t i n g  CO., 1951. (p. 169) 
Horpaniown, W.Va. Archives  and Manuscripts ,  West V i r g i n i a  C o l l e c t i o n ,  West 

V i r ~ i n i a  Un ive r s i t y  L i b r a r y .  H i s t o r i c  Records Survey, Hardy County, 

, 1 1 
C O D E  C O U N T Y :  C O D E  

S T A T E :  

- 
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C O D E  C O U N T Y '  C O D E  
S T A T E .  

f l f .  FOZQ PREPAZED BY 
1 w a u c  n h D  TITLE: 

- - 1- ' ' 

O l d  Mounta in la i r ,  West V i r g i n i a  - 

A s  the des ignated  State L ia i son  Officer fur  the Na-  

t ional  His tor ic  P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t  of 1966 (Pub l i c  L a w  

89665) .  1 hereby nomina te  this proper ty  fo r  inc lus ion  

i n  the  N a t i o n a l  Regis ter  a n d  c e r t i f y  t h a t  it h a s  been 

-valua:ed accordinq to the c-iteria and p r o c e h r e s  set 

f o r t h  b y  the Sa t iona l  Pa rk  S e r v t c e .  The r e c o m m e n d e d  

level  of s ig3i f icance  of this 

I hereby c e r t i f y  that this p r o F r t y  is included in the 

Sa t iona l  Regis ter  

- 
~ j ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  o f f l c e  01 A r c h e o l o g y  and H i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  

C.3 t e 

ATTEST: 

Title S t a r e  Wi q t ~ r i c  P r ~ . c ~ r v a t i n n  
O f f i c e r  K e e p e r  of The  Xat ional  Register 

Kay 9 ,  1974 
Date  G P O  931-3: 
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