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"Roseberry" s t a n d s  on expansive,  t ree-shaded grounds near  t h e  p o i n t  where 
Old ? o m  Creek f lows i n t o  t h e  Ohio River  a t  P o i n t  ? l e a s a n t ,  Mason County, West 
~ i n i  I t  i s  an i d ~ 7 l l i c  s e t t i n g  f o r  one of  Plason County 's  o l d e r  r e s idences ,  
co: ls t ructed around 1830 f o r  Thomas Lewis, one of laason County 's  prominent 
eaz ly  f i g u r e s .  

Cons t ruc ted  du r ing  t h e  l a t e  Federa l  Pe r iod  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  "Roseberry" 
s t a ~ l d s  a s  an e x c e l l e n t  e x m p l e  o f  Fede ra l  s t y l e  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The house i s  a  
spa.c-'ious b r i c k ,  double-p i le  s t r u c t u r e ,  2 s t o r i e s  h igh ,  a lmos t  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  
c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  and has  2 twin i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. The b r i c k  cours inq  used 
i n  .rhe e x t e r i o r  of t h e  house is  Flemish Bond. The f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  of  "Roseberry" 
f e z  --urcs f i v e  bays,  whose windo:~s and double-hung w i  ti: 1 2  panes.  Over the  
windzrws a r e  sandstone l i n t e l s  and t h e  windows a r e  suppor ted  by matching sand- 
s t c n e  s i l l s .  The f r o n t  en t r ance  i s  through an zrched doorway t h a t ,  i n  t y p i c a l  
F e d s r a l  s t y l e ,  i s  surmountsd by a s emi -c i r cu l a r  f a n l i g h t .  

The  Eanl igh t  motif  of "he a rched  f r o n t  en t r ance  i s  a l s o  seen i n  t h e  gab le s  a t  
e r t h e r  ecd  o f  t h e  house. 

The f e n e s t r a t i o n  of  "Roseber ry ' s"  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  an unusal  f e a t u r e  of  
<:lie b u i l d i n g ;  t h e  second s t o r y  windows a r e  p a i r e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  facade 
i-?n?ali.h t i le fanl i -ght  of  t h e  gab le ,  whi le  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  windo7ijs a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  
t h e  c o m s r s .  Bokh s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  were or iginal1.y i d e n t i c a l ;  t h e  doorway on 
the  n g r t h  e l s v a t i o n  and t h e  wooden porch ( a s  :,;ell a s  t h e  f ron- t  porch) a r e  l a t e  
1 9 t h  cen tu ry  a d d i t i o n s .  The f r o n t  and r e a r  cornice c o n t a i n s  enr iched  mouldings 

The b u i l d i n g  i s  surmounted by a  s tanding-sean  t i n  r o o f ,  and i s  suppor ted  
by a sands tone  foundat ion .  

?.'-~e i n t e r i o r  of t h e  "Roseberry" house i s  decora ted  i n  l a t e  ~ i c t o r i a n  s t y l e ,  
w S t h  some d e c o r a t i v e  m o t i f s  su rv iv ing  from t h e  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s .  The r o o m  a r e  
l a r g e  and spac ious  due t o  t h e i r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  depkh. A two- f l i gh t  s t a i rway  wi th  
i and ing  l e a d s  t o  'the i n t e r i o r  hal lway of  t h e  second f l o o r .  Each of t h e  major 
roozc; of t h e  house c o n t a i n s  an open-hearth f i r e p l a c e .  The window openings on 
Eie i n t e r i c r d i s p l a y  d2ep-paneled r e v e a l s .  

The Lewis-Capehart-Roseberry House, o r  "~oseSe- r ry"  a s  it i s  known l o c a l l y ,  
i s  an e x c e l l e n t  exanple  o f  Fede ra l  s t y l e  a r c h i t o c t u r e  i n  this p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e ,  
Gating f ~ o m  t h i s  r e g i o n ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e x n n t  p e r i o d .  
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"Roseberry",  a s i g n i f i c a n t  example of  Fede ra l  s t y l e  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  i s  one of  
t h e  o l d e s t  b r i c k  homes i n  this a r e a  of t h e  s t a t e .  The h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of 
. . .- -k~; f i n ~  cld horw i s  in t ix3 t l ;g  Linked v i t h  some ~ f  t h e  most prominent f a m i l i e s  
i- th,? zrza. S i t u a t e ?  near  t h e  b2nk.s of (31d Town C ~ e e k  and w i t h i n  s i t e  of t h e  
Chi.> ? i v e r ,  t h e  horre was ccnstructec? are-md 1820 by Thomas W. Lewis, Jr. , a 
n:ember of one o f  t h i s  r eg ions  most ou t s t and ing  f a m i l i e s .  

George Washington, on one of h i s  journeys t o  t h e  Kanawha and Ohio V a l l y s ,  
speaks i n  h i s  J o u r n a l  of pas s ing  t h i s  p rope r ty  i n  1770 and, du r ing  t h e  same 
j o , ~ r n e y ,  canped on o r  near  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  p r e s e n t  "Roseberry" House. 

The p r o p s r t y  of "Roseberry" d a t e s  f r o n  t h e  18 th  Century Land Grant given 
t o  Colonel Andrew Lewis and h i s  fou r  b r o t h e r s ,  anlong then  Thomas W. ~ e w i s ,  S r . ,  
upon whose p o r t i o n  of  t h e  g r a n t  t h e  house c a l l e d  " ~ o s e b e r r y "  ncw s t a n d s .  Thonas 

L I L . ~ : :  3i3i?:::+rs i n  W. Lewis, Sr .  Las an Ind iv idua l  of  no mean achievements.  tie " -- 
c h r o n i c l e s  a s  having been a  member of t h e  ~ i r y i n i a  > : i l i t i z ,  a i ~ n q  ~ a i t h  h i s  
b r o t h e r s ,  t h a t  accompanied k n e r a l  Bradc~,oc l i '~  a r q  on i t s  d i s a s t e r o u s  
exped i t i on  of 1755 m d e r  Colonel George Washirigton. Thonas ~ s w i s ,  S r .  La ter  
se rved  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  House of Burgesses a s  a  r e p r e s s n t a t i v e  of  Augus t~ i  County, 
a:; we l l  a s  s e r v i n g  i n  "he Conventions t h a t  framed t h e  V i r g i n i a  C o n s t i t ~ t i o n  
and r a t i f i e d  +2ne Federa l  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  Thomss Lewis, S r .  was t h e  
owner oE the  f i r s t  fer:?.  t o  ope ra t e  i n  what i s  ROW Mason County (1785) and i n  
1734 was i-h? pr i-nary mover i n  l a y i n g  o f f  l o t s  and s t r e e t s ,  on h i s  own l a n d ,  an 
a c t i o n  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  f o m d i n g  of t h e  town of  P o i n t  P l easan t .  

Upon -the dea th  of  Tnornas Lewis, S r .  i n  1813, h i s  son Thomas TJ. L P W ~ S ,  Jr. 
i i i i i e r i ted  a  p o r t i o n  of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  l a r g e  l and  hold ings ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
upo;? which "Roseberry" i s  s i t u a t e d .  About 1520 Thomas I<. Lewis, J r .  b u i l t  t h e  
house, c o n s t r u c t i n g  it i n  t h e  c u r r e n t l y  popular  Federa l  s t y l e  of a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
A t  t h e  time of i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h i s  was one of  t he  grandes t  homes i2 t h e  e n t i r e  
are<l.  Only s i x t e e n  yea r s  be fo re  a t r a v e l e r  had w r i t t e n  of Po in t  P l e a s a n t  t h a t  
"G;le?smiths ' ~ e s r r t e d  V i l l a g e '  was a  p a r a d i s e  i n  conparison."  F ive  yea rs  a f t e r  
t?:? house was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  t h e r e  were s t i l l  only two b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  wit-hin t h e  
t o m  l i m i t s  o f  P o i n t  P l e a s a n t .  The Lewis Home, s i t t i n g  m a j e s t i c a l l y  n e a r  the 
L m k s  of t he  Ohio j u s t  cp r i v e r  from the  town, must have seemed a v e r i t a b l e  
pa l ace  t o  t he  i n h a b i t a n t s  of Po in t  P l e a s a n t  w:?o s t i l l ,  i n  1815, had no church 
o r  r e s i d - n t  m i n i s t e r ,  on1.y one phys ic ian ,  no a t t o r n e y ,  ar.d b ~ l t  one i r ! i l l ,  owned 
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by John Roseberry. Thomas Lewis, J r . t h e n , w a s  a  rian of some means i n  e a r l y  Mason 
C o w t y .  Besides be ing  one of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  h e i r s  of  h i s  i l l u s t r i o u s  f a t h e r ,  and 
nephew of  t h e  famous Colonel  Andrew Lewis, he  was a  l a r g e  landowner and farmer.  
Alt,.ough he served  a s  a  J u s t i c e  of  t h e  Peace from 1822 t o  1824 and Commissioner 
of- Revenue f o r  Mason County from 1828 t o  1629, he d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p u b l i c  
a f f a i r s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h z t  h i s  f a t h e r  had. 

Thomas W. Lewis, Jr. l i v e d  i n  t h e  house he had b u i l t  u n t i l  1868, when he 
s o l d  it and most of  t h e  surrounding p rope r ty  t o  Jarnes Capehart.  Capehart (1847-1921) 
was, a t  t h e  t ime he purchased t h e  p rope r ty ,  a  young man on t h e  way up. Son of 
o n e o f t h e  founders  o f  P o i n t  P l e a s a n t ' s  f i r s t  bank, he had withe:i t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  
purchasir-g t h e  Leivis Farm ("Roseberry") r i s e n  t o  be P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Mason County 
Court (1871).  H i ,  f i r s t  t enu re  a s  County Court  p r e s i d e n t  l a s t e d  only  a  y e a r ,  b u t  
i n  1880 he aga in  dchieved t h e  p o s i t i o n  and h e l d  t h e  Court  presidency u n t i l  
1885. I n  1890 James Capehart  was e l e c t e d ,  a s  a  D e ~ ~ o c r a t ,  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  
House o f  Representa t ives  from West V i r g i n l a ' s  4 t h  Congressional  D i s t r i c t .  Re-elected 
i n  1832, Capehart d i d  no t  seek a t h i r d  t e r n  i n  1894. P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  P o i n t  
I ' l e a s m t  National  Bank i n  1901, Capehart moved t o  F l o r i d a  i n  1903 and d i ed  t h e r e  
i n  1921. 

By t h i s  t ime,  however, James Capehart was no longer  t he  owner o f  t h e  house 
t h a t  Thomas Lewis Jr. had b u i l t .  Late  i n  1873, a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  h i s  f i r s t  term 
a s  County Court p r e s i d e n t ,  Capehart had s o l d  t h e  house and p r o p e r t y  t o  one Richard 
:;pence, a  l o c a l  farmer.  Spence r e t a i n e d  the  p rope r ty  on ly  u n t i l  1880, vjhen it 
was s o l d  t o  W. A Roseberry, hence t h e  p rope r ty  cane t o  be known l o c a l l y  a s  "The 
Roseberry Farm," and then sirsrJly "Roseberry".  

Although t h e  p r o p e r t y  remained i n  t h e  Roseberry ~ a m i l y  u n ~ i l  1977, va r ious  
r d e r s  of  t h e  family h e l d  t i t l e  t o  t h e  p rope r ty  ove r  t h e  y e a r s .  Andrew H .  
R.~ii,~eberry, son of W. 0 .  Eoseberry acqui red  t h e  l and  froin h i s  p a r e n t s  i n  1909. 
L a t e r  a  p a r t i a l  i n t e r e s t  passed  t o  J u l i a  Lewis Roseberry Thomas and h e r  husband 
J a r e s  Kay Thomas. James Kay Thomas i s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  of some no te ,  having  served  
a s  Attorney General of  West V i r g i n i a  from 1942 t o  1945, and was a  l e a d i n g  
c 2 n t m d e r  i n  t h e  Democrdtic r ace  f o r  governor of West V i rg in i a  i n  1948. 

I n  1977 t h e  "Roseberry House" was s o l d  by W. 0.  Roseberry I1 and t h e  Thomas 
fami ly  t o  B J r .  Trenton 24. Stove r ,  J r . ,  who p r e s e n t l y  r e s i d e s  i n  t h e  house. 

"Roseberry" i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  i n d i v i d u a l s  
prominent i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  of  iJes-t V i r g i n i a  a r ~ d  :.!ason County f o r  n e a r l y  two hundred 
y e a r s ,  a s  we l l  a s  it s s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  an example of  Federa l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  cons t ruc t ed  
i n  2 1-:1,-3?.7:;i:i,; . . - -?~ j i s i?  of i:xz v ~ : x l r j  A T T , ~ L ~ , , : ~ Z I  rco::><.ic. - 



Ferguson, Robert R.,  ist tory of i:ason Co-mty, l e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  -- P o i n t  P l e a s a n t ,  Nest 
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i-Iardestyl s West V i r g i n i a  Connt ies ,  -- Voi. I ,  ~ c h w o o d ,  Nest V i r g i n i a ,  1973. 

"Oral  In t e rv i ew wi th  M r s .  J m e s  Kay Thomas", Char les ton ,  West V i r g i n i a ,  Apr i l  2 ,  1979 .  
-- 
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><ichae l  J. Pauley,  z i s t o r i a n  -- 
OnGAi'lz*Tlo?d West V i r c i i n i a  I?e:~artnent of Cul ture  & Elistory DATE 

> .. 
Y i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  Unit Apr i l  1 2 ,  1979 

STREET ~ . ; l t ~ ~ r a l  c e n t e r  TELEPHONE 

(,:;it01 Con3lex 304 348-0244 
CITY O R  TOWN STATE 

C1,zr l e s t o n  bkst V i r g i n i a  25305 . 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL-- STATE A LOCAL A 

A s  the dasirjnated Stale H~s to i i c  Presewation Of f~cer  for rhe National H~s to i i c  Preservation Act  of i966  (Public Law 89-665). I- 
:;ereby nsminate this property for ~nc lus ion  in  the Nat~onal  Register and certify that it has been evaluated accordmg to the  

crlierla and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

,.-- 
-.I ATE H!STORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGN4TilRE 

* ---- . - 
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Withers ,  Alexander S c o t t ,  Chronic les  of Border Warfare,  ~ i n c i n n a t i ,  Ohio, 1895. 

McTdharter, Lucul lus  V i r g i l ,  The Border S e t t l e r s  of  Northwestern Vi rg in i a ,  
Richwood, West V i r g i n i a ,  1973 .  

blason County Deed Books, P o i n t  P l e a s a n t ,  West V i rg in i a .  
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khe boundry l i n e  o f  t h e  parcel owned by t h e  U.S. government N. 3 2 ° 0 0 ' ~ .  60 
f e e t  t o  a n  i r o n  p i n ;  t h e n c e  n . 5 7 O 1 5 ' ~ .  1 7 4  f e e t  t o  a n  i r o n  p i n ;  t h e n c e  
PJ.11°20'~.  143 f e e t  t o  a n  i r o n  p i n ;  t h e n c e  N.31°40 '~ .  213.51 f e e t  t o  an i r o n  
p i n ;  t h e n c e  S . 7 4 O 5 5 ' ~ .  516.93 f e e t  t o  a n  i r o n  p i n  on  t h e  Wes te r ly  edge of a 
20 f o o t  wide r i g h t  o f  way and easement ;  t h e n c e  S . 1 5 ° 0 5 ' ~ .  480.81 f e e t  t o  the 
p i a c e  o f  b e g i n n i n g ,  c o n t a i n i n g  4.82 a c r e s .  i n  t h e  town o f  P o i n t  P l e a s a n t ,  
Lewis ~ i s t r i c t ,  Mason County, W s t  V i r g i n i a .  
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