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RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 
Diversity, fossil record, and evolution of insects; fossilization in amber; species-level 
systematics and biology of Drosophilidae and other Diptera; the evolution of biological 
communities (particularly tropical forests), evolutionary history of insect pollination and 
phytophagy; extinction and environmental change; biological illustration and imaging; history 
of science. 
 
EDUCATION 
 
B. Sc., 1979, University of Connecticut.  Majors in Biology and Fine Arts. 
M.Sc., 1983, State University of New York, Binghamton.  Major in Evolutionary Biology 
Ph.D., 1986, Cornell University, Entomology. 
 
POSITIONS 
1986-1991:  Assistant Curator, American Museum of Natural History. 
1988-present:  Adjunct Professor, City University of New York (Graduate Program in Ecology and 

Evolutionary Biology). 
1991-1996:  Associate Curator (tenured), American Museum of Natural History. 
1994-present: Adjunct Professor, Cornell University (Department of Entomology). 
1994-1999:  Chairman, Department of Entomology, American Museum of Natural History. 
1996-present:  Curator, American Museum of Natural History. 
1995-present:  Adjunct Professor, Columbia University (Department of Ecology, Evolution, and 

Environmental Biology). 
2008-present:  Professor, Gilder Graduate School, Program in Comparative Biology, American 

Museum of Natural History 
 
PRESENT AND FORMER STUDENTS AND POSTDOCS:  
                                         
Vladimir Blagoderov, Presently:  Natural History Museum, London. 
Enrique Penalver, Presently:  Curator, Museo Geominero, Madrid. 
Valerie Schawaroch, Presently:  Associate Professor, Baruch College, CUNY. 
Rudolf Meier, Presently: Professor, National University of Singapore. 
Caroline Chaboo, Presently:  Assistant Professor, University of Kansas.  
Torsten Dikow, Presently: Research Entomologist, Smithsonian Institution. 
Jessica Ware, Presently:  Associate Professor, Rutgers University, Newark. 
Isabelle Vea, Presently:  Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Nagoya, Japan. 
Philip Barden, currently (started 2010):  Phylogeny and fossil record of the basal lineages of ants. 
 
 
 



 
CURATORIAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Lepidoptera, Diptera, Isoptera, minor Holometabolous orders, fossil insects and amber. 
 
TRAVEL:  Fieldwork, Museums 
 
AFRICA:   Tanzania (1995), Republic of South Africa (2005).  ASIA:  Vietnam (1998-2000), India 
(2008-present).  AUSTRALIA: 2003, 2008. EUROPE: Austria (1996), Denmark (1998), England 
(1990, 1995, 1999, 2000, 2002),Germany (1994; 1996, 2009, 2010, 2011), Greece (2007), Hungary 
(1996, 2011), Italy (1995-2008), Poland (1996), Russia (1995, 2002), Scotland (2010), Slovakia (1992), 
The Netherlands (1995).  PACIFIC:  Hawaii (1993), Fiji Islands (2008), New Caledonia (2008). 
NORTH AMERICA:  Alaska (1998, 2001), Arizona (1990-2000), Arkansas (1992), Florida (1995-
2000), New Jersey (1992-1998), South Dakota (2010), Virginia (1998-present), Wyoming (1997-1999), 
Washington state (1994), Washington, D.C. (1985-present), SOUTH AND CENTRAL 
AMERICA, CARIBBEAN: Costa Rica (1989, 1991, 1993, 1995, 1999), Brazil (2000), Dominican 
Republic (1990, 1991, 1992, 1995), French Guiana (1997), Panama (1985, 1988, 1999), Peru (1984), 
Venezuela (1989 1991, 1993), Virgin Islands (British and U.S.) (1990, 1992, 1993). 
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