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Making musicals in NoHo

Performers wio aight read music give writers and producers
an-the-spot musical presantations,

ﬂ putting together shorf presentations, ANMT helps producers keep costs
Wi,

Group seeks to resurrect musicals’ Golden Era producing style

BY RICK [C0CA
Special o Villey News

Wing to resuscitale &
tradition from cntertain
ment's vesteryear, the

Academy for New Musical
Theatre in Morth Hollwood &
wrkin v Lhe pro-
ducer-driven musical

Scott Guy is the execulive
director for the nonprofit
organization and a formers
television producar and
WTILET.

T's a model based on the old
v siudios, where the pro-
ducers are in chamge,” Casy said.

Tha sEme wWas e n Amern-
cam theater's early years, Guy
sald

ANMT also serves as a rain-
ing facility for actors and
writers working in mmusical
iheater and would eventually
like that training 1o inclede
direcioes, deslgners and pro-
ducers,

“Ultimately what we'd like
to be s 4 ‘page to the stage”
pipu:l:nr.'.' Guy said. “Than ag
whatever level in the theater
thai you want to work, you
can begin here”

Guy sald what ANMT offers
pmdw:u:m is easily explaimed
via last year's EastiWest Play-
ers production of “lmelda,”
the hit musical abauan lormen
Philippine Firsi Lady Imelda
Marcos

“We developed 11 from
scratch,” Guy said

It startecd with Easoi\West
artistic DMrector Tim Dang
approaching ANMT with the

idea of the organization devel-
oping a muslcal for the com
pany ahout Marcnos,

Guy said ANMT presented
Dang 4 two-page story line
which Dxng :|i:l||.':.-'.-.-'|.1. el
ted comiposer
3w was

nuie musical p
mion was produced, u
group of actors who
-,'.gl'_l-ru;h:l miusic and gather
om Monday nights 1o wark on
new shows and ideas for
ANMT, Eventually this process
lead 1o a full length book with
ITLISEL.

The '|;|-':1r|||-:'ri1'|n WS
East/ West Players second
highest grassing play in the
company’'s histoey.

“1t's an entlrely differenn
business model,” Guy said
T's pol &, "1 wani i |.'|"‘=:ll.1|.|':'l.'
something, what do you
have?" (kind of ]:ll:-.”:-s.'i-’i‘-il."

In the next five years,
ANMT wants to either have s
own theater or a working
relationship with another
theater company.

“Uldmately it's less impor
tant that we have a physical
space,” Ly sald.

what is important is that

ANMT s producers’ progriam
develops so that producers
and theater companies wtilize
It 1o pet their shows into

shape before they spend hun-

dreds of thousands of dollars
on produciions, Guy sald,

“I think it"s vital 1o the
futnre of American theater,”
Cruay sakd.

Crny said the producers’
program ag ANMT began in
2002, but the writers' work
shops have bsen around in
siane {I.IIII'I sAACE e
Late- 19608,

1t's not intended for firse-
time writers.

t

“The people going throagh
our prnt—;r:llrl Arg el
1B-year-olds, they're 40-years
old,” Guy said, “They'ne se
somed wrilers”

Every September, ANMT
accepts naw membens into
their writng and acting pro-
grams. The cost is S900 lor
the firsl year. For the writers
there |s an additional charge
of $400 cach for composes
and Iyriclst labs.

ANMT also offers siv-waek
summertime kibs. For fees,
application deadlines or other
information, go fo wwwanmi.
org or call {816) Si6-H50
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