
COUNTY: CAMBRIDGESHIRE SITE NAME: UPWOOD MEADOWS

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981

Local Planning Authorities: Huntingdonshire District Council

National Grid Reference: TL 251825

Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 142 1:10,000: TL 28 SE

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): Date of Last Revision:

Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1985 Date of Last Revision:

Area: 6.2 ha 15.3 ac

Other information: Upwood Meadows is a National Nature Reserve declared under Section 19 of
the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949.

Description and Reasons for Notification

Upwood Meadows is a site consisting of three meadows, ponds, scrub and mature hedgerow.  One
of the meadows is agriculturally unimproved and is a fine example of old grassland on clay, a vegetation
type which is now scarce throughout the British Isles.

The unimproved meadow exhibits ridges and furrows and is rich in different grass and herb species.
Of particular note is the large population of green-winged orchid Orchis morio.  Many other
characteristic plants of old meadows also occur such as pepper saxifrage Silaum silaus, Devil’s-bit
scabious Succisa pratensis and dropwort Filipendula vulgaris.

The remaining improved grassland on the site is managed by the conservation bodies to encourage
recolonisation of the sward by old meadow herbs and grasses.

The additional habitats of small ponds and old mature hedgerows are of local importance because of
the scarcity of such features in the area.


