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Other Information:

The Reservoir is covered by a Bird Sanctuary Order, and is managed as a trout fishery.

Reasons for Notification:

Hanningfield Reservoir is the second largest reservoir in Essex, situated about 5 miles south of
Chelmsford.  Its main scientific interest lies in its breeding and wintering wildfowl.  These include
nationally important numbers of Gadwall, which in autumn exceed 4% of the total British population at
that season.

The Reservoir is one of the two most important breeding sites for Gadwall in Essex.  Other important
duck species which both breed and overwinter on the Reservoir include Pochard, Shoveler, Teal,
Tufted Duck and Shelduck for which it is one of only three inland breeding colonies in Essex.  Pintail
also occur in large numbers during the early winter, and Pochard and Tufted Duck assemble in large
flocks for their late summer moult.

The chalk sludge lagoon supports an interesting plant community, including several uncommon Essex
plants, such as Golden Dock Rumex maritimus and Marsh Dock R. palustris, and, unusually for an
inland site, Sea Aster Aster tripolium.  A 1982 survey revealed the first Essex record for the rare
Liverwort Riccia cavernosa, dominant over most of the exposed mud and salt on the western side of
the lagoon.  Pink Water Speedwell Veronica catenata is found over similar areas on the eastern side.
Both here and around the two other inlets are areas of Willow Scrub Salix spp. and tall fen
vegetation.  The latter is dominated by large stands of Common Reed Phragmites australis, Greater
Reedmace Typha latifolia, Sea Club-rush Scirpus maritimus, Soft Rush Juncus effusus and Great
Hairy Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, which provide shelter and nesting sites for the wildfowl and
marshland birds.  The adjoining grassland is used for resting and moulting by the wildfowl.



The rare Essex moss, Brachythecium mildeanum, is present at the base of the southern dam.


