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_.- / A) IDE~TIFICATIO~ 

:iO:hedriOle de -I,..-_J.= Nomination: The Cathedral of Speyer 

_~_2'~:: Rh6;)e~ie-Pal=tinat Loca tion: Phineland - Palatinate 

,::.. .::::. -:.)::..::::.-t':" e : ::;:§Ol..: b lique Fe de:;e:e j' ,A·.lle
megne 

:::=.t2: 31 O§::f?-:b:;e "980 

State Dartv: Federal Republic of 
Gerrrany 

Da te: December 31, 1980 

B) ICm10S RECOl'v'LJ'.1El\:DATION 

Que le bie~ 8L:turel oropose soi~ inscrit That the proposed cultural pronerty be 
sur-Ia liste ju Petrimoine Monciel. included on the \<\Torld Heritage List. 

~ ~~S~:?ICA~IOX C) JUSTIFICATION 

La cathecrele ce Spire est, evec·::::elle de The cathedral of Speyer, with those of 
\.,forms et de :~ayence, 1e monume"t ma~eur de Wonns and ~ayence, isa major ITOnu:r!ent of ! 
l'art roman cans l'Empire Germenique. C'est Ramanesgue art in the C£rman Empire. It i 
aussi le plus veste pat ses p:;opor:ions et is, by virtue of its proportions, the 
sans dou:e Is plL.:s important per Ies souve- largest3and the TIOst imrortant, by 
nirs historiC:Jes qui s'y rattache"t, puis- virtue of the histcry to which it is 
que la dynas:ie des e~pereurs selie~s en fit linked - the Salic emperors made it 
sa necropcie. I their nlace of burial. 

Place8 SOl.:2 Is 'Jc::::able de Sa:n:e-"arie-et-I The cathedral, which was dedicated to 
. I 

Seint-Et:'enre, 1a C=tr,edrale Lt elevee pour I Saint Mary and Saint Stephen, was built 
l'esset'Jtiel S:-ltrs 1030 et 1106. Ells reprend essentiallybetween 1030 and 1106. It 
les dispositions generales de Sei:-"t-Michel I incorporates the general disposition of 
d'Hildeshei~ et =::::r:e a sa per~ecti::::n un ty- Saint Michael of Hildesheim and carries 
De de plan g§ne"ele~ent adopte Dar :5 suite to its perfection a type of plan generally 
dans' la region rhenane et qui 5e ca~acterise adonted, thereafter, in the region of 
Dar l'equilibre ces ~as5ifs oriental et oc- the Rhineland. This plan is characterized 
cidental, 2a~ l':-'ol=ntation Dertic...:liere etl by the equilibriu m of the eastern and 
symetrique :=5 t:~~s 8:-"cacrant I' e:-.semble western blocks, by the symretrical and 
fcrme :Jar Ie ;sf s: Is trans8::::. I singular placemer:t of the tCMers which 

En 1689, Ie :5tr-,ecrale de SD:"e .c...:t grave-! frame the mass formed by the nave and 
~ent end::::~~ezes Cer un incendie. A :a s~ite J the transept. 

- I 
ce ce sinist:;e, eU XVlIIeme siS:::: Ie , l'archi-, In 1689, the cathedral of Speyer was 
tecte I. t>j. ,eU":ie"n chercha a 1a rec:onstruir,' seriously darraged. by fire. FollCMing 

this disaster in the 18th century, the 
I 
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en~':Style roman, non sans oreer cepen::ent de 
toutes pi~ces un "~estwerk" baroque (1772-
1778) • 

Oe1854 ~ 1858, cette adjonction ~ut rem~ 
placee par un massi; oocidental oas:ichant 
Ie style roman selon 1'i::ee que l'o~ s'en 
faisait ~ l'ep6que. Dens Ie m§ms te~~s, tout 
l'interieur de la cathedrale fut re~eusse de 
lourdes peintures neo-ro~anes et de grands 
panneaux historiq~es d~s ~ Schran~c:~h et 
~ son atelier. 

A partir de 1957, on s'est attache a re
Istituer dans se purete l'etat du Xleme 

si~cle en suoorimant oeintures et bedigeons 
du XIX~me siEcle. 

En depit de ces vicissitudes, OJ oeut
§tre ~ cause d' eIles, Ie Catn§drale de~ 
Soire merits d'@tre i~s=rite sur Ie 1iste 
du Petrimoine Mandial au titre du crit~re 

II. 
Elle a exerce en e7fet une influe~ce 

considerable non seule~ent sur Ie develc~
pemen~ de l'architecture romans en ~hena
nie aux XIe et XIle siecles, mais e~core 
sur_l'evolution des dcctrines de restaura
tions en Al15~egn8, e- ~~rope at de-s Ie 
monde du XVIlIe si~cle a ncs jcurs. 

architect I.~~. Ne'lID1al1I1 attempted its 
reconstruction in the Rorrar.es~e style, 
although not without inventing a Baroque 
"Westwerk" (1772-1778) . 

Frem 1854 to 1858, this addition was 
replaced by a \.;€stern block, a pastiche of 
the Rornanesque style, in keeping with 
current ideas. During the same period,. all 
of the interior was enhanced by heavy neo';" 
Rarnanesque decorative paintings and large 
historical panels, attributed to Schrandolph 
and his atelier. 

Since 1957, the rerroval of the paintings 
and the layers of nainted plaster has been 
undertaken in order to restore in its 
purity the eleventh century form of t..he 
cathedral. 

Despite, or perhaps even because of, 
these vicissitudes, the cathedral of 
Speyer deserves to be included on the 
World Heritage List,based on criteria II. 

It has, in fact, exerted a considerable 
influence not only on the development of 
Romanesque architecture in the 11 th and 12th 
centuries, but as well on the evolution of 
the principles of restoration in Gerrrany, 
in Europe and in the world frem the 18th 
century to the oresent. 

IOOH:)S. Paris, Avril 1981. 


