COUNTY: ESSEX SITE NAME: NORSEY WOOD
DISTRICT: BASILDON

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. This site is a Local Nature Reserve (LNR).

Local Planning Authority: Basildon Council

National Grid Reference: TQ 686955 Area: 67.17 (ha.) 165.98 (ac.)
Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000167 1:10,000: TQ 69 NE/SE
Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): 1979 Date of Last Revision:—
Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1984 Date of Last Revision:—

Other Information:
The wood is scheduled as an Ancient Monument.

Reasons for Notification:

Norsey Wood is a large mixed chestnut coppice derived from acid oak woodland,
situated on the east side of Billericay. It is ancient woodland, lying on a plateau,
dissected in the south by a system of unusually steep-sided valleys. Soils are acidic
being derived from Bagshot Sands and Gravels over London Clay. The interface
between the gravels and clay has produced a series of springs and flushes. Due to its
size, past history, which is well documented, varied soils and topography, it has a good
variety of habitats, a rich flora and fauna and is one of the best woods of its type in
Essex.

Sweet chestnufastanea sativaoppice is dominant on the plateau, hornb€ampinus
betuluscoppice on the east and south margins, Betula pendulandB. pubescens
woodland in the north and ald&inus glutinosawith occasional askraxinus excelsior

and willow Salix sppin the valleys. AspeRopulus tremularowanSorbus aucuparia
common and sessile ogkuercus robuandQ. petraeaare mixed with the main types.
Chestnut and both oak species form a thin scatter of standards throughout. The coppice
structure is well preserved with some stools of considerable size.

BluebellEndymion non-scriptudrackerPteridium aquilinumand bramblé&ubus
fruticosus aggare the dominant ground flora with wood sagecrium scorodonia
heath bedstravalium saxatilefoxgloveDigitalis purpurea slender and trailing St
John’s wortHypericum pulchrunandH. humifusumheath woodrushuzula
multiflora and the very local greater woodrushsylvaticaon the more acid sands and
gravels. Other important woodland species include wood anefArareone.
nemorosawood-sorreDxalis acetosellayellow archangeGaleobdolon luteuprwood
spurgeEuphorbia amygdaloidesutcher’s broonRuscus aculeatusly-of-the-valley
Convallaria majalisand herb pariParis quadrifoliaat its only locality in south Essex.
Narrow and broad buckler-ferBsyopteris carthusianandD. dilatataare found on the
valley slopes.

Additional interest is formed by the spring lines which givetoseolonies of opposite-
leaved golden saxifragehrysosplenium oppositifolinstands of pendulous sedge
Carex penduland small acidic flushes with sphagnum mosSphdgnum palustrae
andS. cuspidum- the latter very rare in Essex). Several colonies of Hard Fern
Blechnum spicaiprobably represent one of the largest populations in the county.
Water violetHottonia palustrisan uncommon and decreasing plant in Essex, forms a
large colony in one of the four woodland ponds.



A major grass ride supports a varied flora including ragged tofahnis flos-cuculi
greater bird's-foot trefollotus uliginosusind common spotted orcHhctylorhiza

fuchsii and is a favourite hunting area for some of the nine species of dragonfly found
in the wood.



