COUNTY: Norfolk SITE NAME: CALTHORPE BROAD
DISTRICT: North Norfolk

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981

Local Planning Authority: North Norfolk District Council

National Grid Reference: TG 412258 Area: 43.5 (ha) 107.4 (ac)
Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 134 1:10,000: TG 42 NW
Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): 1954 Date of Last Revision: 1971
Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1984 Date of Last Revision: —

Other Information:
A Grade 1 NCR site. Owned by the Nature Conservancy Council.

Reasons for Notification:

Calthorpe Broad is a small isolated Broad situated in the Upper Thurne catchment. The
principal interest of this site is centred on the Broad itself, which unlike the majority of

open waters in the region still retains a diverse and productive aquatic flora and fauna.
Several locally uncommon marginal and water plants are present. Surrounding the Broad is
alder-willow-birch carr, small areas of open fen and to the north, an area of unimproved
grazing marsh. The Broad is an important research site and it has been used by MAFF for
extensive studies on the ecology of the coypu, an introduced mammal that has become a
pest in Broadland.

The Broad and surrounding dykes are isolated from the adjacent farmland and the waters
are naturally base-poor and low in nutrients. The low nutrient status has ensured the
retention of a rich assemblage of water plants that include Maretsigalliris vulgaris

Water VioletHottonia palustris Bluntleaved Pondwed@btamogeton obtusifoliuSpiked
Water-milfoil Myriophyllum spicatumYellow and White Water-liliedluphar luteaand
Nymphaea albaFloating Scirpugleogiton fluitansand the nationally scarce Water Soldier
Stratiotes aloidesThe marginal and emergent vegetation is also diverse with Sweet Flag
Acorus calamusYellow Flaglris pseudacorusFlowering RustButomus umbellatys
Marsh Pennyworilydrocotyle vulgari@and BogbeaMenyanthes trifoliataA small area

of open fen on the north side of the Broad includes Marsh Cingéeftahtilla palustris
Lesser SpearwoRanunculus flammuland Adder’'s Tongu®phioglossum vulgatum

Mixed carr woodland surrounds the Broad and is dominated by Aldes glutinosa
Common Sallowsalix cinereaand BirchBetula pubescend he ground flora is varied and
includes species typical of Broadland carrs eg. Lesser Pond Sadgeacutiformis
Yellow Flag, Gypsywort.ycopus europaeyudlarsh Ferrhelypteris thelypteroidesnd
species associated with more acidic conditions, eg. Royaldssnunda regalisCotton-
grassEriophorum angustifoliunand the bog mosSphagnum molle

The carr woodland grades into broad-leaved plantation which is well established with
abundant secondary re-growth. Pedunculate@adccus robuand Birch are dominant
with frequent Rhododendrd®hododendron ponticum the shrub layer. The ground flora
includes Honeysuckleonicera periclymenuras a straggling liane, BrackBteridium
aquilinumand White Climbing FumitorZorydalis claviculata

Several open areas of mixed herbaceous fen occur within the carr and these are dominated
by ReedPhragmites australid_esser Reedmadg/pha angustifoliunPurple Small-reed
Calamagrostis canesceasd Yellow Flag. Typical species present include Marsh Marigold



Caltha palustris AngelicaAngelica sylvestrisRoyal Fern, Greater SpearwBa@nunculus
lingua and the uncommon Milk Parsl®gucedanum palustre

Grazing marsh consisting of acidic grassland, provides additional interest and the sward is
dominated by Common Bent-grasgrostis capillaris Brown Bent-grasé\.. caninaand

Yorkshire FogHolcus lanatusOther species include TormerRibtentilla erectaSheep’s
SorrelRumex acetoselland Hard RushBuncus inflexus



