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tanding in the middie of the expansive tawn ot Kalani
Oceanside Retreat, Richard Koob waves down two passing
guests, "Come join us for volleyball,”™ he gring, charisma and
charm infectious. He hands each a puakeniieni flower to place
behénd their ears.

A QENTOUS Spiit A deap COMPasSon marks thes
Minnesotan-turned-local who first stepped on to these 120 acres
of untamed jungle 38 years ago, along with dance partner and
companion Earnest Morgan,

Richard recalls mesting Earmest and the love story that
Tolloweed.,

"We met exactly a year after Stonowall—n June, 1970, when
1 wars parssing out fiyers on Christopher Street, in Greerich
Village to get all the guys and gals to raise a nuckus in the first
anneversary march from Sheridan Square to Central Park. New
York, gay life acoss America, the streets, the bars, nothing
would hereafter evwer be the same. Nor would we. After ess
thamn a fiew months of dating [ left my Brookdyn collective of
eight men, and the underground press whese T'd printed the
rally flyers,” he remembars.

Richird would soon cross the Brookhyn bridge to live with
Earmest in a tiny apartment in Lte [taly where the chirp of
crickets in g terraum, sips of jasmine tea, swest songs on the
taipe player, and the senswous surf of their waterbed were the
st possible re-création of Eamest’s Hivwali homelsnd.

"Earnest
taught me about
Hawaidian “ha,’ or
breath, as in the
weord mahislo.
e expressed
mahalo for the
miracle of each
other's love, for
all of e, for
the dance of
each moment.
Our love began
o manfest an
old car from mmy
California brother,
trips to the country sotude of northweast Pennsylvania, a garden *
on the noof, Along came pevsonal growth opportunites, and
Earnie, too, unfolded new froedoms as he imited me 1o join him
in 2 grand leap to Paris,” says Richard,

In i rmemcis, Richard would kater write about their tme in =
Franmce, “We cherish most the evening walks hand-in-hand along
2 country lane tucked bebween falds of fragrant lavender. Tt is g
=0 g3ty to breathe the joe de vivre and forget that there might
be any destination or goal beyond just being Itsell, Earnest and
I have been loving friends for over two years now.”




L-R: Earmest Morgan,
and renowned Hawai'l artist Juliette May Frazer
1962 grand opaning of Kalani

Richard Koob,

Whille [iving in Provence, the two came upon an abandoned
manastery up for sale, which they wanted to turn into 2
healing retrest.

“We'd aleady had a couple boults in Paris with bureaucracy, so
I agresd when Earmest said, “lets go to Hawad and do 2" Exactly
what, where, when and how, we would ‘do i, we wenen't sure.
But we'd stumbled wupon the idea to create 3 retreat center As
much 25 in times past, the amoeous world was again sCreaming its
need for places of refuge. We wanted to touch and heal people
wiith something we had found desp within ourselves and our
Eiperkence,” says Richard,

The pair wene dramn to the beautifl and Eolated Puna coast,
8 lorge conservation area they saw as the ideal esnironment for 2
center that encoaraged visitors o embrace the vitality of nature.

Tragically, on May 9, 1992, Eamest Morgan died of
compiEcations with AIDS,

"My mweet man punahale, sousered my hand ina fanewsll o
be forever free. Kalanl's cultural expression, S soul, s rooted n
his dance. After Earmest's ashes were sprinkisd at Kalanl, kong-
term kving friends condinued to hobd and help me with Kalanis
comtinuing rabéth. The ars keep blossoming, the facilities and
Bl income ktep growing, and the healing keens Rappening
Eamest inspered an enduring creativity and love in all his
redations,” rememibers Richard,
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Intercuftural Dance Fest at the 1982 Kalani Grand Dpeming
raparted A “The badt party ever b Pung”

“Haneal't [sland called, beckoning us to Hilo, The |and, the
"Bena—iileraily that which nurures us—had welcomed us, We
ware drawn to the rugged onastal beauty, the rare black sand
beactss and chear deep blue sea, the botanic lushness, and
birthed in Provence, to oreate an arts-focused retreat. We had
searched many places for a location to reallze our dream and
Puna called to us on 8 profound keve,” he shys.

In 1975 the two purchased the original 19 acres in
partnership with Richards parents,

“Eamest, beloved Maul frend Bill Bigiow, and | teamead
together to machete our way through thick jungle and bkl
the property’s first cabin with three central 'dhi'a pole supports
symboiizing our loving frendship. Although T now Bve here on
the Kalani campus n 3 newer home, just visiting that cottage
still gives me "chicken skin’, " Richard recadls,

The property is also home to ardhaeclogical sites, including
8 heizu—a temple balieved to be dedicated to Lono, the god of
agricultural abundance—and a hilay, the Kama'll School, which
Wilrs i Bctive Lse unitl] the early 1900, Aunty Edith Kanaka'oke
was the first of many kumu hula who shared Mawal't's cultural
heritage with Richard and Eamest snd encouraged them o
recognize the presence of the native sites as indicators that the
pair were being welcomed as stewards of the properfy.

“Before taking on this all-engrossing life project | needed a
desisp and spiritual indicator. Clearty we were made Lo fesl &t
home by the mana of the area and the aloha of its residents.
Wie wanted to hondr the tradiions| use of the land, and o
we focused on providing opportunities for eduwcation, and for
personal and spiritual growth,” says Richard.

Today, Kalani has grown to becoeme the largest retreat cenles
i Himaeal'l, built over the past 38 years by volunbeers from all
ower the globe, eager o help create space for cresthaty and
hialing wiie enjoying the atmésphens, accommaodations,
activities, and delicious healthy meals.

Kalan| sk has the distinction of being the largest nanpeofit
organization providing senaces to the district of Puna, the
poorest district in Hawadl, with ol proceeds from guest sty
goeng nto Kalanl's community programmeng and services

“Our goal has never been profit or gain. Our goal was 1o
reate 3 space where peopie’s inves could tansform, and that
has extended nto the surrounding district with our community
programs,” says Richand.

Bt Kalani, the sende of community & profound. According
to Richard, the formula is simple: oreating an enveronment of
mulusl respect, sUpport, and aparecialion for one anothar, n
thee: spirit of aloha.

“It ks the serse of bedng joined In-& communily that really
SUPPOMS peophe (0 rise to thelr personal best. One of the most
exciting things for me is to watch people’s lives transform in
thi= emircnmient. [t's about the person. My true hope s that a=
many people Bt podsible can expierlence growth, traraformation,
and healthier modets of living hera,” Richard says.

Peopis in the community find & hard to believe that
Richard—a bundle of onengy to say the least—will actially retire,
but he makes & clear that Ls troe,

*1 lika to =3y that ['m not stepping doen, I'm stepping up,
hopefully evir doser (o what Kaland = all about) Feayen!”
he siys.



Kalani—lush and peaceful—a bit of heaven on earth

Richiard will continge Do draft Kakani's second 30-year-phan
and follow it through County and State permit processss,
s e e ook Forwaed Do wrilting his second book, Taking
Richard's place at the helm is the talented and energetic Lester
Johin Bates [11, hand-phcked from mone than 75 epplicants.

“Can you imagine filling the shoes of Richard Koob ™ queps
L) "T'm honored to do so, and have made a commitrment
o lead Kalani responsibly, bullding upon Kalamis hastory off
transfoimation &nd community develapment.”

Richard = thrlled with how L), has taken the reigns of Kalami
thus fas. "1 fesl s0 blessed o have alent=d people to whom
[ can pass the fMame. L. s poised to sbeward Kalan| with
passion and precison., 1 can move into this next, phase of my e
kronwing that Kalamd is in very good hands,” he says.

Soon, he community will join ngether D recognize the
man who has contributed so mach to heliping it grow, “Our
commanity will be out in (ull force (o csebrate Richand. He &
it Ihving example of “thinking globally and acting locally.” We
are 5o ghad to be able to honor his work,” says L]

In honor of Richard's 38 years of senvice to Kalani and o
the district of Puna, celebrations will inchude & special feast
and show July 6. The annual Anvenue Freedom Festival will be
hedd o July T featuring a celibratony ECstatic Dance, as weell
a5 a 70s themed pool party with surprises to make it a bash
everyme will remember

As for Rechand, he'll keop on imviling everyone bn swem Snd
play volleytall with & handful of puskesndasni and his wanm,
irvwiting smille, for many years to come, &

For events al Kalans: Kalani.com
Contact Richarnd Koob: B0B.965.0468 X104

Contact witer Le'a Gleason: Igfreelancehawalighgmall.com

“Spiral—Daina” by artist Richard Koob
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For May Lei Day the cover depicts the loveliest of gar-
lands, the embrace of a child. Below, and added pic of
LJ, Kalani’s Director, and Tiki, General Manager, with
Richard dancing the hula hoop of life, in front of the
Kalani Pu’uwai sculpture, signifying opening one’s heart
to the heavens while keeping all limbs firmly grounded.
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