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.. : A I ~ O , ~ ~  un.~tcmd n M O V . ~  oripin.l Sits 
~* --- L i D E S C R I O C  T H E  P R C S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I f  known) P M V S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  1 

G.H. 

;Ilc i .uci! c~~l,;r;.,c~l Auz:lntn Stone Cliu::cI~ s t ands  i n  n Grovc of t r c c s  7,rc;t 
o: Ih,!~::c 1 1 ,  Co:-i-:c:rl:. t l lc  o ld  Vallcy Pi!tc, a t  F o r t  Dcfiancc about  scvcn ::.i.lcs 
I ~ : - I ! I  o; Siat:n:on. T1:c o!::;,.innl. rcct2n:ulor 2o?run of thc  c l ippcd  ;,.al,lc ;:ooicd 
rcct ln:  houoc mcnsurcd57 l c c t  ? inchcs by 39 f c c t ,  2nd i s  d i s c c r n a b l c  bcncath . ,,>c 1 pr:scr.: cruci :crn plan. Thc t l i rcc rcrr.aining o-.-i:in~l ~ral .18,  20 inches 

tlii.clr,n-c of random l a i d  n a t i v c  l i a c s t o n c  rubblc ,  and r-rcyc conp lc tc ly  TC- 

po:ntcd in  1921-22. A v ~ n t c r t a b l c  i s  p r c s c n t  i n  thc  stoncr;o;!c 2nd l a r g c  stonc.: 
a t  the COT:-,crs g i v c  a  quoining c f f c c t .  I n  the  b u i l d i n g  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  com- 
p 'ctcd n doublc door,  flnn1:cd by a ~: lndo~q on cach s i d a ,  opcncd on t h c  south 
s i d c ,  and n door opcncd on thc  c a s t  and vrcst ends. Thcrc may have bccn e i t h c -  
r.r:o o r  tl:i.cc vrindows on thc  nor th  s ide .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  eighteenth century ,  
3 sr.ial.1 door v a s  c u t  i n  t l ~ c  ccn tc r  of t h e  nor th  s i d c  lcnding t o  ttic adjaccn: 
3css ion  l i o ~ ~ s r .  

Af tc r  tlic 1.322 rcnovati.on and a d d i t i o n s ,  tile b u i l d i n g  assuncd a c r u c i f o r ; ~  
plnn wit11 a smal l  sp:.rc n t  tlic c ross ing .  I n  1356 o s t o n c  wing i.r, t hc  same 
siy?.c was n(ldcd on thc  v c s t .  Thc clipped gablcs  on a11  of thc  a d d i t i o n s  
r c f l c c t  t h c  o r i g i n a l  c l i . ~ p c d  gables. Tile o r i g i n a l  d o o r ~ r a ~ , c l o s c d  i n  t l ~ c  nihc- 
t c c z t h  c c n t u r y ,  on t h c  sou th  w a l l ,  e a s t  of t h c  t r a n s c p t ,  was re-opcnad i n  
1922. Ttirec v:i.ndov:s open i n  t h e  nor th  s i d c ;  the  middle one was i n s t a l l e d  in 
t h c  n id -n lnc iccn th  ccr.tury when 'ihc door leading  t o  t h e  s e s s i o n  house was 
c losed ,  'ihc sma l l  window i n  the  c a s t  g a b l e  d a t e s  from t h e  mid-ninctcenth 
ccn tu ry  as we l l .  Thc l a r g c  c a s t c r n  door wi th  t h e  roundcd a r c h  ;nd t h c  
c l ippcd  gnblc  s t o n e  porch d a t e  from 1921. F l a t  a rchcs  t o p  t h e  o t h e r  wind or:^ 
and doors. Thc roof c o v c r i c  and t h e  co rn ice  with s h o r t  r e t u r n s  and modillio:cc 
appcar t o  bc of modcrn origir. .  

A high p u l p i t  wi th  a  sounding board was tfcdominant f e a t u r e  on thc  north 
s i d c  of t h c  o r i g i n a l  i n t c r i o r .  I n  the  mid-ninctccnth cen tu ry  t h e  pulpLt 
WGS novcd t o  t h c  a:cst cnd 2nd thc  square  50:: pcvs W C ~ C  reploccd by c o n t c z p o ~ a ~  
oncs :acing v:cst. The p r e s e n t  i n t c r i o r  r c t a i n s  t h c  n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y  
orientation, b u t  p u l p i t ,  pcws, f l o o r ,  door and window t t - i m  wcrc a l l  ir.sts:Lcd 
i n  1922. The o r i g i n a l  roof  t r u s s c s  rcmain i n t a c t .  

The small gablc-roofcd s t o n e  bu i ld ing  i n  the  church yard is the  sess ion  
house, which probably was movcd t h e r c  from i t s  p o s i i i o n  ne::t t o  t h c  c11:li-ch, 
o r  b u i l t  anew i n  1547. 
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. SIGNIFICANCE I 
PERIOO (crlacr Onr or More oa A ~ ~ r o p r l u t o )  

Pro-Columbion l 16th Century  XI 18th  Century U 20th Century  

15th Century 17th Century 19th  Century 

S P E C I F I C  DATEISI  (11 Appllcabfo andKnewn) 

A ~ E A S O F  S I O N I F I C A N C E  f C h e c k O n e o r M o r r a . A ~ ~ m ~ . l a f e ) "  

Abe t  i ~ i n o l  E d u s a t i a  r-J Political 0 Urben Planning 
Prehistoric Engineering a Religion/Phl. 

' Historic Industry Iosophv 
A g r i c u l t u n  Invention Science 

)O Archi teour .  IJ Londrcope Sculpture 
0 Art Architecture Socaol/Humon 

Commers. Literelure itorion 
Carnunicotlon. M i l l t ~ r v  Theater 

0 Cennervotlon Music Tr~nrpor ta t ion  

S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Augusta Stonc Church is t h c  o l d c s t  su rv iv ing  church i n  the  Val lcy  of - - .  
Virgin j .a ,  and i s  a l s o  t h c  o l d c s t  P rcsby tc r i an  church i n  continuous use  i n  
t h c  Comon~.rcalth. Thc f i r s t  Augusta Mecting llouse xias a log  s t r u c t u r e  
and probably rias c rcc ted  i n  1740, t h e  year  i n  which J o h n C r a i g  bccanc thc  
pas tox  of t h c  church. Craig supcrviscd  thc  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  ncw s t o n e  
church,  and on January 2L1709, hc  notcd i n  h i s  r ecord  of c h i l d r e n  
bap t i zcd  t h a t  ... t l t h i s L i . t h e  f i r s t  day c c  n c c t  i n  and preach i n  Augusta 
Plccting llouse." 

John Craig vias V i r g i n i a ' s  f i r s t  r c g u l n r l y  s c t t l c d  P rcsby tc r i an  p a s t o r ,  
and h i s  f o r t i t u d e  and fai:h providcd a f i rm base  f o r  t h c  entrcnchncnt  of 
Prcsbytcr ianis rn  i n  t h c  Valley. Although C r a i g  servcd a s  t h e  j o i n t  ~ i n i s t c r  
o f  Augusta andTinlrling Springs klccting IIouscs u n t i l  1764 vhcn hc  r e l i n g u i s ~ c d  
t h e  Tinl t l ing Springs congregation, h e  c s t a b l i s h c d  many o t h e r  churchcs a s  
h c  travelled about  t h c a r c a .  Craig,  a s  w e l l  a s  many o t h e r  Augusta pioneer; ,  
is bur i ed  i n  t h e  o l d  ncarby ccnetery.  

Thc orig:nal l o r n  a i  Augusta Stone Church anplp  dcnons t ra t e s  t h c  
s implc  rectangular plan  of t h c  c a r l y  churches o r  meeting houses b u i l t  by 
t h c  P r c s b y t c r i a n  s c t t l c r s  of thf Valley of Virg in ia .  This  church, Lowcr 
Chapel, Pliddlcsc::, and Nestovcr P a r i s h  Church arc t h e  only  su rv iv ing  
c o l o n i a l  c c c e l c s i a s t i c a l  o t r u c t u r c s  i n  Vi rg in ia  t o  r c t a i n  t h e  c l ippcd  
gables .  

,Augvsta Stone Church o ~ m s  t h e  l a r g c s t  s e t  of c o l o n i a l  com.union c i l v e  
o f  any church i n  Virg in ia .  This  p l a t e d  s e r v i c e  was ordered  by t h c  congrc- 
g a t i o n  fxom England probably bctwecn 1760 and 1770, and m y  have bccn m d c  
by Anthony Calamc of London. > ~ .  I 
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