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struggled with depression.
That bout leads to academic
ruin, and in recent weeks, Kir-
sten has plunged deeper and
deeper into depression, and a
chastened Charlie has gone the

Sy SO NN Gt you're
really alone.”

Wrenchingly acted and
beautifully written, Party of
Five again proves itself {o be

one of those rare shows you point: As Paula Devicq

Turning struggles
look forward to going home to. forhov—msuywmrﬁnonognhome

with depression,
to Chicago with
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B Larry Watson, Fox
Matthew Fox has to figure out what's best
her parents, on Fox's ‘Party of Five.'
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CBS 's 104 and  al 1 , same as last year.  and No. 82, fell sharply from lead-in Married ... With
ABC's 10.3. A ratings point equals 970,000 homes.  CBS is second at 10.8, up 11%, while ABC is third at ~ Children’s 5.2 rating.

NBC had its usual powerhouses (ER, 10.0 and down 15%. Fox, at 6.2, is down 16%. The lowest-rated show on the four major O
Seinfeld), but ratings fell when the network substitut- Fox, however, was crowing about the season pre-  was Fox's Ned & Stacey at No. 100 with a 2.6 rating.

Logend: Network ratings
NIELSEN RATINGS housanolds lg-lw--w& ) :!33 Ef‘ 5.3 '?: = u
Lt

%

eddes

dpdsd

% e
®

coaly
L

E)

"e

abs
L]
s

%

an hanana for video renters



Legend: Network ratings
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Fox gets major league boost to NO.. 3 Sk s e <

'NBC was No. 1 for the week, with a 10.5 rating/18

Robin DeRosa BoosﬂrHFoxms coverage of the World Series  share. ER was the No. 1 show. The other NBC
USA TODAY and the National League championship games: feid, No. 2;
Game 1 of the World Series ranked No. 6; Game 6 of
Foxswsdhsﬁﬁns\week’ymﬁm‘mlasl the NL playoffs was No. 15; and Game 7 of the NL
week, lifting the network to third place a96rat- pla was No. 20.
ing/16 share. ‘ox's The X-Files won its Friday siot, 9 p.m.
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World Series hneup gives Fox a major win

By Alan
UsA TODAY

The Yankees may have staged a
comeback to win the World Series, but
Foxwmw-ymmmunclucmm
its own entry for the history books: its

first win in the weekly Nielsen ratings

The network's win was thorough. Fox
ranked No. 1 for:

» The week households
among various audience demoglpmc
segmnn which advertisers

night of the week
IdIIIB IHQ the first time a network has
done so dut the regular season since
CBS' airing of the 1994 Winter Olympics.

broadcast TV and the diminishing popu-
Ilnryoll.hesoa.lhdu pastime.

Last week, NBC still a com
lom.bleNaunuh.wm-dmmyol
its “must-see-TV" shows in reruns.

'Ad execs point out that NBC aired re-
runs of ER and Friends and didnY even
air ‘Thursda)

nalnmen«workslmywhmry. night, in part because NBC wanted t0
Games 2-6 dominated last week's top Yet this year's World Series, Fox's keep Fox's World Series ratings respect-
lorlnldngolprognm (Game 1 was first, was the third lowest rated ever. able. Why? NBC airs the series next sea-
counted on the previous week's list.) lysts point to several reasons: sonand sellsad time in part based on the
And Fox used the baseball champion- Fox's weaker station lineup and prime- this
ships — for which it paid $120 million —  time ratings relative to the more estab- CBS squeaked out a victory for third
1o promote its other big shows last week:  lished networks that have aired the se- place over ABC. But the big news for
the Friday premiere of Millennium and ries, the rain delay and it CBS: Touched by an Angel scored its
Tht XFﬂA, which moved to Sunday. marked the first few nights of this year's mues rating ever Sunday, ranking No.
3 L . Both scored big numbers. series, the continual audience decline for 2 among all non-World Series broadcasts.
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