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Q Exc*llent [I Good n Foir  U Deleriorotsd Ruin. U Unexpos.d 
CONOlTlON 1 (Check One) 7 (Check One) I 0 Altered Unaltered 0 M O V . ~  (XI 0.lpinol Sit. 

EXTERIOR: Each of  t h e  houses is t h r e c  s t o r i e s  high wi th  a  basement. Thc 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  is red b r i c k  veneer  wi th  t h i n  j o i n t s ,  topped by a  s imple whi te  
co rn ice  of  wood which runs unbroken f o r  the  length  of  the  e i g h t  facades.  
There is  a  symmetry o f  f e n e s t r a t i o n  throughout the  row. The f i r s t  f l o o r  
windows a r c  t h e  l a r g e s t ,  w i t h  those  on t h e  second and t h i r d  f l e o r s  diminishing 
i n  s l z r . .  The basement windows a r e  t h e  s m l l e s t ,  bu t  f u r  the  most p a r t ,  they 
a r c  ; , o i  v i s i b l e  from t h e  s t r e e t .  The windows have f l a t  s tone  l i n t e l s  and 
s i l1 . s  and whi t e  frames. The ma jo r i ty  of  t h e  windows a r e  sash-hung one-over- 
onc: though some of t h e  e a r l i e r  two-over-two and two-over-four sashes  remain, 

I 

I 
:'li~, i~ouses  a r e  the  same s i z e  cxcept  f o r  number 100, which is broader  a c r  ss 

ill,, I and has  a  l a t e  1 9 t h  eentcmry r ,cldi t ion in bock. With t h i s  except  on 

I 
I )  . I I V  ,ninor c l~anges  mentioned ahove , the row remains e s s e n t i a l l y  una l t e red  I -  

D E S C R l B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R l C l N A L  ( l fknown) P W I I l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

LINDEN ROW - A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Descr ip t ion  
O f  thc t e r r a c e  rows b u i l t  on Franklin S t r c e t  i n  the  1840 ' s  and '501s ,  

Ljndcn Row is the  only su rv ivor .  Or ig ina l ly ,  each of  t h e  e i g h t  i d e n t i c a l  
houses had a  double b r i c k  bu i ld ing  con ta in ing  a  k i t chen  and "o f f i ce"  i n  the  
walled garden behind i t .  Now, only one complete ou tbu i ld ing  remains while  
another  has  been a t t a c h e d  t o  i t s  house. 

- 
m 

,;act1 nouse has a n  i d e n t i c a l  Grecian Doric en t r ance  porch a t  the  f i r s t  
l c v ~  1. 'llic porch is supported by two f l u t e d  Doric columns, and p i l a s t e r s  
appvnr aL t h e  po in t  a t  which i t  j o i n s  the  w a l l .  The a r c h i t r a v e  is p l a i n ,  
aitd the  :;eize has  t r i g l y p h s  and unornamented metopes. The s o f f i t  of the 
co rn ice  decnra ted  wi th  m u t i l e s  and anthemions a t  t h e  co rne r s .  Front door 
Jcst::ns va ry  'octween simple Greek Revival s i d e l i g h t s  and transoms and more 
e l a b o r a t e ,  l a t e r  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  double doors  and etched g l a s s c s ,  The 
houses a r e  sepa ra t ed  from t h e  s t r e e t  by s tone  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l s  w i t h  handsome 
i r o n  fences  and ga te s .  Tbo f l i g h t s  of  s tone  s t e p s  lead t o  the  porches.  

., t l ~ r e e - s t o r y  porch runs the  e n t i r e  l eng th  of t h e  back of t h e  houses.  
i l l <  bal.,irooms f o r  t h e  homes were b u i l t  o u t  on to  t h e  porch, and the  clapboard 
p r ~ ; j e c t i o n s  which houses them a r e  v i s i b l e  from t h e  r e a r .  

N'i . ;OR:  According t o  an accouni  by a  l a t e  n ine teen th  and e a r l y  twenti  t h  ~- ~ 

I I . Behind i t  was a  pant ry  wi t l ,  s i e p s  l cad ing  t o  tlic k i t chen  i n  the 

4 
cr3!z.ljr!. r e s i d e n t  of  Linden Row, t h e  d in ing  a r e a  was i n  the  f r o n t  room of  thei  

g . ~ i . ~ . ~  n .  The s t r e e t  f l o o r  cons i s t ed  of the  en t r ance  and s t a i r  h a l l  and a  
1a1 . ( 1 1 ,  i i lc p a r l o u r ,  s epa ra t ed  by s l i d i n g  doors .  The two upper f l o o m e a c l ~  
. . i , ic2 two l a r g e  bedrooms and a h a l l  room. There was one ba th  f o r  the s x 

and .!pper - , tory mantels  tend t o  hc simple des igns  i n  wood, and t h e  pa r lou r  
mar 1 O x  of marble wi th  carved desif:ns. The remaining window and door 

I 
r .  i'1.c origi.na1 f i r e p l a c e s  rcmnain i n  many of t h e  houses. The bascmcnl 

f r i  , np  . ~ ~ n p r e t e n t i o u s ,  having .i mir.;mum of moulding. Some of  the  ce i l i s igs  
r e t a i n  . . m e n t a l  p las te rwork  i n  t h e i r  c e n t e r s .  Though adapted t o  modern 
fieeds, the  i n t e r i o r s  convey, as do che e x t e r i o r s ,  a  f e e l i n g  of  t h e  elegance 
ai:;. ,:race which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  period.  
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9 T A T E M E N T  O F  I 1 C N I F l C I N F L  

LINI)I (N 
Tlie land on which Linden Row now s t ands  was o r i g i n a l l y  owned by 

Thomas Iluchanan. He s o l d  i t  t o  Thomas Rutherfoord, who s r l b s e q ~ ~ e n t l y  d i s -  
posc!d of fou r  l o t s  t o  a  M r .  Radford, tlic owner of t h e  Fagle Tavern. 
From Radford, t h e  proper ty  passed t o  Governor James Wood on behal f  of the 
Connnonwealth of  V i rg in i a  and was des ignated  a s  the  s i t e  of t h e  S t a t e  
Pcrii t e n t i a r y .  Through M r .  Rutherfoord 's  e f f o r t s ,  however, t h e  land was 
prvscrved f r o  r e s idences ,  and Rutherfoord 's  bro ther - in- law,  Parson B l a i r ,  
came i n t o  posses s ion  of  i t .  I n  1816, B l a i r ' s  son s o l d  the  l o t s  on the 
e a s t e r n  end of  Frankl in  S t r e e t  t o  Char les  E l l i s  and John Allan.  Here, 
tile two men c r e a t e d  a  b e a u t i f u l  garden,  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "El l i son"  by Edgar 
Al lan  Poe, a  f requent  v i s i t o r .  Tn 1839, Fleming James bought t h e  proper 
from J c h  Allan  and e i g h t  yea r s  l a t c r  e r c c t c d  a  row of  f i v e  houses on the 
s i t e ,  c a l l i n g  i t  "Linden Square" a f t e r  tiie l inden  t r c e s  i n  tiie E l l i s  gard 
The western end of  t h e  block passed through many hands before  being bough 
i n  1853 by t h e  sons  of  Thomas Rutherfoord, Samuel and Alexander,  who b u i l  
f i v e  more houses according  t o  James.' formula. 

For many yea r s  before  and a f t e r  the  War Between t h e  S t a t e s ,  Lind n 
Row was the  home of  some of  Richmond's most prominent c i t i z e n s :  D r .  W i l l i  rn 
H. S c o t t ,  a  well-known d r u g g i s t ;  Major Robert S t i l e s ,  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
j u r i s t  and a  former o f f i c e r  on t h e  s t a f f  of  Robert E. Lee; Mary Johnston,  
nr,:ed n o v e l i s t ;  and t h e  Mayo, Montague, and Tompkins f ami l i e s .  A t  var iou  
t ~ : ' i e s ,  the  row w a s  the  l o c a t i o n  of t h r e e  famous schoo l s :  The Southern 

I 
Fernale I n s t i t u t e  (operated by D.  Lee Powell) ,  Miss Pegram's, and Miss 
J e ~ ~ n i e  ~ l l e t t ' s .  

A s  t h e  c i t y  grew westward, Linden Row was threa tened  by t h e  
spread of t h e  bus iness  d i s t r i c t .  I n  1922, tile two eas ternmost  houses ,  
nitmhers 116 and 118, were torn  down co make way f o r  the present  Medical 
A r t s  Building.  Soon, house numbers 110-114 were rezoned f o r  b ~ ~ s  i n c s s ,  
Lollowed i n  1950 by nos.  100-108. While t h e  i n t e r i o r s  were adapted t o  
o f f i c e  and apartment  space ,  M i s s  Mary Wingfield S c o t t ,  a  notcd scho la r  of 
Richmond a r c h i t e c t u r e  and h i s t o r y ,  began buying the  remaining houses on 
Linden Row t o  i n s u r e  t h e i r  p re se rva t ion .  This s e t  an e x c e l l e n t  example 
of ..,I e f f e c t i v e  way i n  which bus iness  and p rese rva t ion  i n t e r e s t s  could be 

' co,,L.ined. Miss S c o t t  now owns seven of  t h e  houses whi le  t h e  e i g h t h  is 
! 
! 

ow;;:d by Andre J. Raymaker. 

A f a m i l i a r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmark, Linden Row has been of  i n t e r  
! and importance t o  Richmond d u r i n g  two c e n t u r i e s :  I n  the  n ine teen th ,  i t  
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housed some o f  the c i t y ' s  most in f luent ia l  fami l i e s ,  while i n  t h e  twentieth, 
i t  has served commercial enterprizes with ease .  I t s  simple and elegant 
proportions are exemplary of the f i n e s t  in  urban Greek Revival architecture .  
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