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QATAR FOUNDATION 

- Who we are and what we do - 
 
Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development is supporting the 
nation on its journey from carbon economy to knowledge economy by unlocking human 
potential. This will not just benefit Qatar. It will benefit the world. 

 

Qatar National Vision 2030 details how the nation will deploy its vast revenues from 
hydrocarbon resources to create a knowledge economy. Because creativity, intellect and 
critical thinking are key, it places the development of human capital as the priority for the 
next 20 years. 

 

National Vision 2030 gave Qatar Foundation a new and exciting mandate: to be an ‘engine’ 
helping to drive the development of human capital. We call this mandate ‘unlocking human 
potential’. 

 

Qatar Foundation, a private, not-for-profit organisation, was established in 1995 by His 

Highness the Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani. His wife, Her Highness Sheikha Moza 

bint Nasser, is the organisation’s Chairperson and driving force. 

Qatar Foundation is unlocking human potential, building a platform for innovation and 
fostering a culture of quality and excellence. 
 
The Benefits of Qatar Foundation 
There have been few times in history when a nation has had such an opportunity to 
engineer its own future as Qatar has today. Its people will benefit from this exciting journey, 
instilling a renewed sense of pride in being Qatari. Thanks to Qatar Foundation’s work, the 
young people of Qatar will inherit a secure and sustainable economy. 
 
The region benefits from having world-class educational institutions on its doorstep; from 
new investment, employment and business opportunities; and from the growing reputation 
of Arab learning and culture, to which Qatar Foundation is contributing.  
 
Finally, the wider world stands to benefit from Qatar Foundation’s scientific breakthroughs, 
new projects and partnerships, and from the cross-cultural understanding that Qatar 
Foundation is working to promote.  
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Qatar Foundation is bringing world-class education, work experience and career 
opportunities to Qatar, through Hamad bin Khalifa University, so that young people can 
develop the attitudes and skills required for a knowledge-based economy.  
 
This centre of academic excellence, mainly concentrated on one site, encourages the 
professional and personal development of all of its students, taking them right through from 
pre-school education to university and beyond. 
 

 Qatar Academy/Qatar Academy Al Khor – pre-school to secondary education, a 
private non-profit organisation based on the curriculum of the New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges and the Council of International Schools. 

 Qatar Leadership Academy – an innovative partnership between Qatar Foundation 
and Qatar’s Armed Forces, which promotes exceptional standards in its students’ 
academic, athletic, social and character development. Grades 6-12.  

 Awsaj Academy – an educational programme offering instructional services, 
diagnostic consultation and therapeutic services to students who experience 
academic difficulties.  

 Academic Bridge Program - a post-secondary school programme that helps students 
make the transition from high school to university. 

 
At the university level, Qatar Foundation offers branch campuses of eight strategically-
selected elite international universities, delivering world-class programmes chosen to ensure 
Qatar is equipped with essential skills and specialisms:  
 

 Texas A&M University at Qatar – offering world-renowned engineering 
undergraduate programmes with degrees in Chemical, Electrical, Mechanical and 
Petroleum Engineering; plus a Master’s degree (MS or M Eng) in Chemical 
Engineering. 

 Weill Cornell Medical College in Qatar – world-class medical education in Qatar, 
with an innovative two-year Pre-Medical Program and a four-year Medical Program 
leading to an MD degree. 

 Georgetown University - School of Foreign Service in Qatar – educating students 
for careers in the international arena, with majors in International Politics, Culture 
and Politics and International Economics. 

 Virginia Commonwealth University in Qatar – offering undergraduate programmes 
in Fashion Design, Graphic Design, Interior Design, and Painting and Printmaking, 
plus a Master of Fine Arts in Design Studies. 

 Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar – bringing more than 100 years of academic 
excellence and outstanding research to Qatar, offering undergraduate programmes 
in Business Administration, Computer Science and Information Systems 

 Northwestern University in Qatar – one of the most acclaimed journalism and 
communications schools in the world, NU-Q offers undergraduate courses in both 
disciplines. 
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 HEC Paris in Qatar– graduate school of management and part of Qatar Foundation’s 
Management Education and Research Center (MERC), HEC Paris is one of Europe’s 
top business schools and now offers its broad range of world-class executive 
education programmes for mid-career and senior executives in Qatar. 

 University College London in Qatar – announced in late 2010, UCL-Q offers 
postgraduate degrees in Museum Studies, Conservation and Archaeology, ensuring 
Qatar has the skills needed to curate and manage its growing collection of world-
class museums. 

 
These international establishments sit alongside our homegrown higher education centres: 
 

 Qatar Faculty of Islamic Studies – an international centre for Islamic thinking and 
dialogue, producing scholars who are grounded in Islamic faith, practice and 
civilization. It offers Master’s degrees in Islamic Finance, Contemporary Islamic 
Studies and Islamic Public Policy. 

 Translation and Interpretation Institute - A member of Hamad bin Khalifa 
University, the institute is setting new standards in a field of growing economic, 
political and social importance.  As part of Qatar Foundation, they are contributing 
to the growth of the knowledge economy as an educator, innovator, service 
provider and employer. 

 
 

The Benefits of Qatar Foundation Education  
Qatar Foundation ensures that a world-class education is now available to students in Qatar, 
with degrees awarded that are identical to those at the main campuses of partnering 
universities. 
 
The region benefits from this high-quality education being available on the doorstep; from 
new investment, employment and business opportunities for a post-carbon economy; and 
from enhanced standing in the world because of the growing reputation of Arab learning.  
 
Our academic partners around the world benefit from improved access to new markets in 
the region, world-class facilities and programmes at Qatar Foundation, and a unique chance 
to help build a nation from the ground up.  
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Through Science and Research Qatar Foundation is building Qatar's innovation and 
technology capacity by developing and commercialising solutions through key sciences.  
 
Research institutes and centres include:  
 

 Qatar Research Institutes – established in partnership with various national 
stakeholders to form a network of centres addressing the national needs of the state 
of Qatar. The four Research Institutes are: 
1. Qatar Biomedical Research Institute. 
2. Qatar Environmental and Energy Research Institute. 
3. Qatar Computing Research Institute. 
4. Qatar Cardiovascular Research Center. 

 

 Sidra Medical and Research Center - a unique academic medical establishment that 
will undertake medical education, biomedical research and clinical care with special 
emphasis on diseases prevalent in the region such as diabetes, cardiovascular 
conditions and cancer. It will also be the primary teaching hospital for Weill Cornell 
Medical College in Qatar and act as a referral centre for patients from around the 
region. 

 Qatar Science & Technology Park - home to technology-based companies from 
around the world, and an incubator for start-up enterprises. Providing premises and 
services, QSTP's support programmes help organisations develop and commercialise 
new technologies. QSTP aims to bring research and business together, while 
encouraging the development of Qatar's knowledge economy. Tenants include 
Virgin Health Bank, Cisco, Total, Rolls-Royce, Williams Formula 1 and Microsoft. 

 Qatar National Research Fund - a strategic component of Qatar Foundation’s 
research, QNRF supports research from around the world. The fund offers grants to 
local and international researchers that fit with Qatar’s national research strategy 
and priorities, whilst incorporating a Qatar-based partner.  

 
In 2006, His Highness the Amir said Qatar would spend 2.8 per cent of its GDP on 
government-funded research, making it one of the highest investments in research of any 
country of the world. According to estimated GDP figures from 2010 that amounts to $3.5 
billion annually. Other programmes include:  
 

 Qatar Science Leadership Program - aims to develop local scientists to lead the 
Qatar Research Institutes. The programme helps to foster promising Qatari science 
graduates to become future research leaders by arranging internships.  

 University research programmes – the majority of the universities on the Qatar 
Foundation campus run their own research programmes, often collaborating with 
the Foundation’s own applied research bodies to bring new ideas to 
commercialisation.  



 

 

 

Qatar Foundation Communication Directorate    5  

 

 Qatar Foundation research programmes – in addition to the university research 
programmes, Qatar Foundation has formed international partnerships, notably with 
the James A Baker III Institute for Public Policy (part of Rice University, USA) and 
with the Royal Society (UK). 

 Distinguished Lecture Series - introduces Qatar students, researchers and the public 
to world-class science and scientists.  

 QScience.com - publishes high quality, open access, peer-reviewed research articles. 
 
The Benefits of Qatar Foundation Science and Research 
Our work on science and research will help develop commercial opportunities, particularly in 

the health, energy, environment and ICT (information and communications technology) 
sectors, which will in turn provide career paths for our graduates. This work will also help us 
address Qatar’s health and environment challenges. 
 
Our partners benefit from access to new markets in the region, unrivalled resources and 
facilities, and the unique chance to help build a nation from the ground up.  
 
By providing funding for research projects that would simply not have been possible without 
Qatar Foundation investment, international academics working in Qatar are making 
scientific breakthroughs and establishing new projects and partnerships that benefit the 
whole world. 
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Community Development works on fostering a progressive society appropriate to the 
knowledge economy, while enhancing our cultural life and protecting Qatar’s heritage. It 
also addresses immediate social needs in the community. 
 

 QatarDebate - founded in 2007 as a national student debating association, it hosted 
the World Debating Championship in Doha in 2010.  

 Qatar Career Fair - an annual national event first held in 2007. Designed to 
showcase the variety of career orientation, education, employment, training and 
development opportunities available to students and recent graduates in Qatar, QCF 
encourages a career culture across the nation. 

 
Enhancing Cultural Life and Protecting Qatar’s Heritage:  
 

 Al Jazeera Children's Channel - an all-Arabic satellite television channel aimed at 
children aged six to 15 years of age. Along with its pre-school Arabic channel, 
Baraem, it offers an educational entertainment experience to children across the 
Arab world. 

 Qatar National Library - will serve everybody from world-class researchers 
looking for highly-specialised scientific articles to the general public who 
enjoy casual reading, listening to music or watching videos. It will also house 
a digital archive providing a unique insight into Qatar’s rich history. The new 
Qatar National Library building, on Qatar Foundation’s campus, is designed 
by star architect Rem Koolhaas. It is scheduled to open in 2014. 

 Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art was opened in 2010 in association with Qatar 
Museum Authority and hosts exhibitions, programmes and events that explore and 
celebrate art by Arab artists.  

 Al Shaqab - the region's premier equine education resource centre. Among its many 
amenities are a riding academy, an endurance training complex and a centre for the 
breeding and showing of world-class Arabian horses.  

 Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra and Qatar Music Academy - created to enhance 
community and culture within Qatar and the region, bringing a message of peace via 
the fusion of eastern and western music.  

 
Addressing immediate social needs:  
 

 Reach Out To Asia - seeks to extend Qatar Foundation's human development 
mission to an international arena by bringing high-quality education to the less 
fortunate across Asia.  

 Qatar Diabetes Association - offers programmes and services to people coping with 
diabetes, a prominent problem in the Middle East.  

 Social Development Center - runs targeted community programmes to help Qatari 
families achieve self-reliance. It promotes the building of stable and self-sufficient 
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families by offering workplace training and engendering a positive work ethic in low-
income families, women and young people.  

 The Doha International Institute for Family Studies and Development - conducts 
research and promotes scholarship on the legal, sociological, and scientific basis of 
the natural family as the fundamental unit of society. 

 
Other community development members: 
 

 Msheireb Properties - a subsidiary of Qatar Foundation that acts as an advocate for 
property development in Qatar, and creates cutting edge urban living concepts that 
build on traditional Qatari architecture and design using modern, innovative 
technology.  

 Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation Publishing - a Doha-based publishing house that 
focuses on works of fiction, non-fiction, reference, educational and academic work 
in Arabic and English, and aims to create and develop a vibrant literary culture in 
Qatar and the region.  

 
 
The Benefits of Qatar Foundation’s Community Development 
These community development projects enhance the lives of the people of Qatar, and build 
our identity as a caring, progressive country making a contribution to the region and the 
world. They also help develop the ‘soft’ skills for the knowledge economy to complement 
the ‘hard’ skills being developed by the other strategic initiatives. 
 
The region, Asia, the Arab world and the Islamic world all benefit as these projects engender 
a new pride in Arab and Islamic culture.   
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Qatar Foundation’s Joint Ventures 
 
To support Qatar’s journey to a sustainable and knowledge-based economy, Qatar 
Foundation has established commercial ventures with strategically-identified global 
partners.  
 
A need for certain specialised skills has been identified within Qatar’s economy. While Qatar 
Foundation can procure services from outside the region to meet short-term needs, the 
future lies in building local expertise so that Qatar can achieve a state of sustainability. 
 
These corporate joint ventures will ensure Qatar Foundation’s future viability by helping us 
to become self-sustaining, with profits shared by both parties. Income generated for Qatar 
Foundation will go to supporting our core not-for-profit activities.  
 
Joint ventures include:  
 

 FITCH Qatar - one of the world’s largest marketing groups, specialising in retail-
focused design, branding and strategy. FITCH also employs several VCUQatar 
graduates. 

 ASTAD Project Management - was established on 2 March 2008 as a strategic 50/50 
joint venture by Qatar Petroleum (QP) and Qatar Foundation. Its aim is to develop a 
national, sustainable company capable of providing world-class project management 
services to the State of Qatar and the region, with an exclusivity agreement in 
respect of QP and Qatar Foundation works.  

 Qatar MICE Development Institute - a joint venture between Qatar Foundation and 
Singex Global aimed at developing Qatar as a leading world-class events destination.  

 Vodafone Qatar - shares a similar mission to Qatar Foundation - to make a 
difference to the people of Qatar. It does so by offering a range of innovative 
telecommunications products and services tailored to Qatar’s diverse market. 

 MEEZA - a privately-held joint venture with Qatar Foundation that delivers world-
class Managed IT Services and Solutions to support Qatar’s rapidly expanding 
business community.  

 Qatar Solar Technologies (QSTec) - is building a production plant in Ras Laffan 
Industrial City that will produce 4,000 metric tons of polysilicon every year. The 
material will then be used to make the solar modules and panels that produce solar 
energy. 

 Qatar National Convention Centre - features state-of-the-art architectural design 
and is both a venue for conferences, exhibitions and cultural events, and a forum for 
universities to share ideas and forge relationships with organisations in the public 
and private sectors.  

 
The Benefits of Qatar Foundation’s Joint Ventures 
These global partnerships will benefit the local economy and are targeted at filling the gaps 
in the industrial base of Qatar or the region. The nation benefits by building sustainable local 
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expertise. Qatar Foundation’s share of any profits will go back into supporting its core not-
for-profit activities. 
 
Qatar Foundation’s partners benefit from access to new markets in the region and from 
utilising unrivalled resources and facilities. 

 
 
Contact Us: 
For more information about Qatar Foundation please contact our press office at: 
pressoffice@qf.org.qa 
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