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city or town Astoria_____________________________________ '-' vicinity

state Oregon code OR county Clatsop code 007 zip code 97103
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in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR 
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that this-property be considered significant __ nationally __ statewide X locally.
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_ See continuation sheet.
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property 
(check as many as apply)

X private
X public - local 

__ public-state 
_ public - Federal

Category of Property 
(check only one box)

building(s) 
districtX

.site
_ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing 
237

1
3

241

Noncontributing 
171 build inas

sites
structures
obiects

171 Total

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

N/A 18

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling
SOCIAL: meeting hall
EDUCATION: school
RELIGION: religious facility
HEALTH CARE: hospital

DOMESTIC: single dwelling 
DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling 
SOCIAL: meeting hall____ 
EDUCATION: school_____ 
RELIGION: religious facility 
FUNERARY: mortuary 
HEALTH CARE: sanitarium

7. Description

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions)

MID-IQ™ CENTURY: Gothic Revival____ 
LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate. Queen Anne. 
Stick/Eastlake. Shingle Style_________ 
LATE 19™ AND 20^ CENTURY REVIVALS: 
Beaux Arts. Colonial Revival. Classical_____ 
Revival. Tudor Revival. French Renaissance 
LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation: CONCRETE______
walls: WOOD. BRICK. CONCRETE

roof: WOOD. ASPHALT
Other: GLASS____________

AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Prairie School. Bungalow/Craftsman 
MODERN MOVEMENT: International Style 
OTHER: Ranch___________________

t Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets.
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Astoria is located in Clatsop County at the northwest corner of Oregon, eight miles east from the mouth of the 
Columbia River. Highway 30 runs through the downtown core and joins Highways 101 and 26 at the threshold of the 
Astoria-Megler Bridge. The proposed historic district is centrally located on the north slope of Astoria's peninsula. 
The approximately 40 residential blocks rise from the former shoreline like an amphitheater above the Columbia 
River.

The district's northern boundary approximates that former shoreline and encompasses the neighborhood's earliest 
areas of permanent settlement. It also borders the Astoria Downtown National Register Historic District. To the 
south, is both undeveloped green space and a residential neighborhood developed in the 1920s and 1940s. To the east 
is Scow Bay, now a filled area being developed through master planning as a gateway to downtown. The hillside 
south of Scow Bay is mostly undeveloped forest. To the west of the district is the Hobson-Flavel historic inventory 
area.

The Shively-McClure district contains 408 buildings, one site and three structures of which 343, or 83%, were 
constructed before 1939. Further, 90% of the resources—including an International-style church-were constructed 
before 1954.

The Period of Significance for the Shively-McClure District stretches from 1846, the beginning of permanent 
settlement in the district, through 1939 when construction ebbed. Few lots were available for infill within the district 
after this period. Consequently, construction associated with the Second World War was done outside the district 
boundaries. Inclusion of buildings constructed within the district's boundaries after 1939 does not add to the district's 
significance. Many of the buildings have been marginalized by inappropriate alterations.

The Shively-McClure Historic District contains 237 contributing buildings, one contributing site, and three 
contributing structures, making up fifty-eight percent of the resources in the district. While there is a total of 171 non- 
contributing buildings in the district, the local planning process breaks those buildings with non-contributing status 
into groups. In Astoria, buildings constructed during the Period of Significance that no longer reflect their period of 
construction are referred to as "Historic Non-Contributing." There are 102 buildings in the district of this ranking. 
None are beyond restoration; many would qualify as landmarks with minimal effort. Those buildings constructed after 
the Period of Significance are divided into two categories: Compatible or Non-Compatible. Compatible buildings 
blend with the historic character of the district. Twenty-six buildings were designated compatible. Non-Compatible 
buildings do not blend with the historic character of the district either because of their original design or because they 
have been significantly altered since their construction. Forty-three buildings were given this status.

The methodology for determining significance of resources was developed by the Astoria Landmarks Commission. 
Evaluation criteria used was compiled from that used successfully in other municipalities. It was also developed in 
concert with the staff of the State Historic Preservation Office. Field evaluations of the resources were conducted by a
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professional historic consultant as well as members of the Historic Landmarks Commission who reviewed the 
evaluations for consistency. "Block Parties" were held within the district to review the nomination process and gain 
the support of that process with property owners.

Evaluation of resources were based on architectural significance, setting and history. Architectural significance 
examined physical characteristics such as style, rarity, craftsmanship, materials and association with architects and 
builders. Representative examples of architectural styles and workmanship are ranked high under this criteria. Setting 
dealt largely with the visual relationship of a building to adjacent structures and environment. Architectural 
compatibility and historic landscape features are examined and evaluated under this criteria. The historic significance 
of a resource is determined by its association with significant people, trends and events that helped shape the 
neighborhood through tune. Emphasis is placed on how those resources relate to those events on a local, regional or 
national level.

The Shively-McClure District is stylistically diverse, representing 150 years of architecture. Despite the diversity, 
there is cohesiveness reflected through materials, scale and siting. The general sense of the district is an early 
neighborhood that thrived at the turn-of-the-last-century. (Fig. 1) More than 68% of the buildings were constructed 
between 1890 and 1930. The neighborhood boasts beautifully detailed Victorian houses with well-designed Colonial 
Revival and Craftsman residences. Seventy-three percent of the buildings are represented by these three styles. (Fig. 
2)

SETTLEMENT

Astoria was established in 1811 by John Jacob Astor who was attracted to its rich and easily exploitable natural 
resources. Those who settled here with the Chinook people were astounded by plentiful beaver, huge timber and 
teeming fish—not to mention elk, bear and other wildlife.

The men of Astor's Pacific Fur Company cleared an opening in the forest wall along the southern banks of the 
Columbia River. The post sat on a rise just below the central portion of the Shively-McClure district.

In 1844, Astoria's central, and oldest region, was platted by two men: Col. John McClure and John Shively. Col. 
McClure's land claim extended from the river, south to what is now Lexington Avenue and west from what is now 
13th to 1st Street. John M. Shively's claim extended from the river, south to what is now Lexington Avenue and from 
what is now 13th Street east to 30th Street. The use of natural contours or forms was not a part of their thinking. 
They used Euclidean geometry, more appropriate for the flat lands of the Midwest, than the swelling peninsula of 
Astoria. (Fig. 3) No matter how steep the hill or how many gullies traversed, streets were laid in straight lines. Then- 
design left cutting, filling and bridging for future generations to worry about.

Furthermore, Shively and Col. McClure chose to plat different lot sizes. Neither man cared for the other and the 
incongruence of their plats shows an unwillingness to work with each other. When all was said and done, Shively's
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lots were 50'x 150,'while Col. McClure's lots were 50' x 100.' The streets were also of different width. Shivery's 
streets were 60' wide while Col. McClure's were 50' wide. The streets do not aline at their juncture. Thirteenth 
Street, the line between the two men's claims, was omitted and agreed to be an "uninhabited wild area." This move 
assured the two plats, each viewed as a separate Astoria, would remain physically and politically separate.

Then, Col. John and Mary Adair arrived in 1849. The colonel was assigned the first U. S. Customshouse on the west 
coast. Col. Adair found the locals hostile, greedy and territorial. Disgruntled, he moved one mile east of the old fort, 
across Scow Bay, to present day Uppertown. There, he swore that one day his holdings would contain the heart of the 
Astoria business district. His ranting proved false.

Adam and Caroline Van Dusen, who settled in Astoria's eastern district in 1847, were among the first prominent 
families to realize Col. Adair's dream was simply that: a dream. In 1864, they moved to Shively's Astoria since it 
was apparent Adairsville was not progressing and they desired to be near a thriving business district. The family is 
still prominent in the area, in fact Adam's great-grandson is a four term Astoria mayor. Capt. Hiram Brown is another 
prominent individual who lost faith in Col. Adair. Not only did he move to central Astoria, but in 1862, Brown 
moved his entire 1852 Gothic-style house-barging it from Adairsville~to its current location at 1337 Franklin 
Avenue.

It was during this time that Astoria developed distinct districts, each with its own name. Central Astoria was referred 
to as "McClure's Astoria" or "Old Fort George" and "Shively's Astoria." 1 To the west was "Uniontown Hill," while 
to the east was "Adairsville." The majority of newcomers, however, settled in Astoria's central region above the 
former trading post.

By the late 1860s, residential construction escalated in the Shively-McClure district. Growth was caused primarily by 
an increase in shipping and trade with small, nearby settlements. At that point, canneries were not yet constructed and 
fishing was confined to the smoking and salting of salmon. Much of the fish was shipped to the Sandwich Islands.2

In 1867, Judge Cyrus Olney, who had acquired John McClure's claim, expanded McClure's original plat southward.3 
Olney set up a lottery to encourage residential development of the area and sold tickets at $50 a piece; ticket holders 
were entitled to one lot plus a chance to win the grand prize of two lots and McClure's original house.4 The lottery 
was successful and new houses rose in the eastern half of McClure's former claim.
Both Shively and Col. McClure's additions blossomed, at least in 19th century terms. The magnificent forest which 
once covered the hillside was reduced to stumps-clearing the way for a metropolis. Unfortunately, the hillside was 
too steep to accommodate either Shively or Col. McClure's business district. Entrepreneurs turned toward the river.

1 Alfred A. Cleveland, "Social and Economic History of Astoria," Oregon Historical Quarterly, v. 2, 1903,p.l32-136. 
Grace P. Morris, "Development of Astoria, 1811-1850, Oregon Historical Quarterly, v.4,1937, p 424
2 Ibid
3 Ibid
4 Samuel McKean, "Memoirs of Samuel T. McKean," CUMTUX, v.l, 1992, p.7
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Commercial development, such as sawmills, wharfs and stores, was constructed on pilings over the bay adjacent to 
Astor's trading post. Despite its growth, Astoria maintained its detractors. Charles Nordhoff, a writer for the 
illustrious and influential Harper's New Monthly Magazine, is quoted from the February 1874 issue:

".... you enter the Columbia River, and stop, on the right bank, near the mouth, at a place famous in 
history and romance, and fearfully disappointing to the actual view—Astoria. When you have seen it, 
you 'will wish you had passed it by unseen .... Astoria, in truth, consists of a very narrow strip of hill 
side, backed by a hill so steep that they can shoot timber down it. Its brief streets are paved with 
wood; its inhabitants wear their trousers in their boots; if you step off the pavement you go deep in the 
mud, and ten minute's walk brings you to the 'forest primeval,' which, picturesque as it may be in 
poetry, I confess to be dreary and monotonous in the extreme in reality. There is a sawmill, which 
seems to make, with all its buzz and fuzz, scarcely an appreciable impression upon the belt of timber, 
which so shuts in Astoria that I thought I had scarcely room in it to draw a full breath."

Small farms dotted the hill's crest, while the foot of the hill tended to be strictly residential: developed by 
businessmen, captains and later cannery owners. Industry, and the working-class which supported it, settled in 
Uniontown or Uppertown/Adairsville~on either end of the peninsula-consequently bookending the central residential 
area with vernacular or folk architecture.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFILL

By 1905, the farms near the top of the hill were disappearing, sold for both speculative and owner occupied housing. 
The construction of Astoria High School, far above the Columbia, further changed the city's view of its upper reaches. 
Slowly, the crest of the hill became more desirable than its base. (Fig. 4)

Oddly, the trend toward ascending the hill was preceded by Astorians burying their dead. As the top of the hill 
became more popular, families reintered their dead to more fashionable locations. Specifically, men from John Jacob 
Astor's party, subsequent traders, Chinook and others, were buried in a cemetery one block east of the trading post on 
what is now 16th and Exchange in the Astoria Downtown Historic District. By the 1850s, the Catholic church 
established a cemetery on 14th Street between Irving and Jerome avenues. Some of the the area's earliest graves were 
moved uphill. But, when the city established the Hilltop Cemetery, corpses were exhumed again and relocated to a 
more up-scale cemetery on top of the hill. Only the paupers graves remain, now unmarked and indiscernible. The 
result of all of this upward movement is, as land was freed, it was developed with well-designed Colonial Revival and 
Craftsman houses, constructed for the city's elite.

Like early grave sites, most of the of pioneer houses disappeared by the end of the Period of Significance if not by the 
end of the 19th century. Most infill occurred near the edges, specifically the west edge of the proposed district. 
Therefore, new construction has overwhelming occurred on empty lots rather than on the grounds of former 
residences. And, the infill was limited.



Shivelv-McClure Historic District______ Clatsoo. Oregon______
Name of Property County and State

NFS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet
Section number 7 Page 5

New construction was sometimes squeezed onto family-owned property. The Adam and Caroline Van Dusen family, 
for instance built three houses between 1864 and 1890—only one of which remains. (Fig. 5) Later, British Consulate 
Peter Cherry and his family constructed three houses between 1877 and 1923~all of which remain standing. The 
result is a diverse, yet cohesive neighborhood, which retains the historic character it had at the end of 1939.

That diverse character began with early and late Victorian-era residences constructed during the 1870s. (Fig. 6) The 
houses tend to be vertical in form and have gable or hip roofs. Although high-style Victorian homes may have 
complicated roof forms, the majority of houses and buildings located within the district are rectangular or L-shaped, 
predicating a simpler roof. Secondary spaces, such as kitchen additions, are located to the rear of the house and have 
shed or hip roofs. The houses are wood-framed, clad in weatherboard, clapboard or shingle. They are front-facing 
and stand back no more than 20 feet back from the street. The exception is a block bounded by Grand and Irving 
avenues and 16th and 17th streets. These larger, formal, mostly architect-designed houses stand more than 30 feet 
from the street.

Much of the district, however, contains houses that appear tightly packed on their lots. Those on the easternmost edge 
and west third—away from the higher-style buildings—appear especially so. Houses are no more than 10 or 15 feet 
apart. Residences constructed on numbered streets between 1900 and 1920 were frequently constructed closer 
together, in some cases the eaves of one house overlap that of its neighbor. In such cases the lot sizes are between 32 
and 37 feet wide. The visual result is a stair-stepping of roof lines up the hillside, creating an urban feel which 
contradicts the small-town population. (Fig. 7a, 7b)

LANDSCAPES AND GREENSPACE

The same hillside which adds to the visual interest of the neighborhood also provided its challenges. It was so steep, 
that in the earliest days climbing the muddy streets was extremely difficult if not at times dangerous. Wood plank 
sidewalks with cleats were installed first, but their maintenance proved costly. Concrete walks were installed after 
1900. The steepest streets, referred to as "toboggan slides" received special care. A street improvement was 
constructed in 1926 on 15th Street, between Irving and Jerome avenues for the purpose of regulating and directing 
traffic. Low, concrete walls detailed with relief paneling or pierced with spindles were ornamented with concrete urns 
and cast iron street lights. Concrete cleats were formed to the side of a narrowed roadway, to assist pedestrians up and 
down the 24% grade. In 1927, a second street improvement was constructed between Irving and Jerome avenues, but 
on 11th Street. In this case, automobiles were barred and a pedestrian walkway and greenspace retained. (Fig. 7c)

Most of the greenspace in the Shively-McClure neighborhood is not through any civic movement, however, but has 
occurred naturally. The forest, clear-cut in the 1870s, has returned to some areas. For instance, a forest edge borders 
Jerome Avenue between 11th and 12th streets. It continues behind Kensington Avenue between 12th and 14th streets, 
then jogs behind Lexington Avenue between 14th and 15th streets. Forested lots exist on 10th Street between 
Harrison and Grand avenues and 14th Street between Irving and Jerome avenues (the pauper cemetery). Open spaces 
include a park and playground across from Star of the Sea School on 14th and Grand and a grassy slope on the former 
grounds of Lewis and Clark school.
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A handful of historic plantings exist in the district. Residential landscaping is primarily representative of the last 50 or 
60 years and is suburban in design. (Fig. 8) Tall trees, which block both sunlight and views, were eschewed for 
ornamental shrubs and unobstructed grass lawns. There are exceptions, however. The George C. Flavel house at 627 
15th Street has an intact landscape first planted hi 1901. Unfortunately, the poorly kept yard is in a dangerous state. 
Next door at the Frank Patton residence, 637 14th, are Red Oak, Copper Beach Silver Fir trees. The Masonic Temple, 
on the former site of the Col. James Taylor residence at 1572 Franklin, has a Spanish Chestnut tree. The Brenham 
Van Dusen residence at 1781 Franklin has historic Umbrella Pine tree, also planted by the original family. The 
Ebenezer Tallant residence at 1574 Grand has Fall Cyprus trees. The JHD Gray residence at 1687 Grand has an 
English Elm. Perhaps the most spectacular tree hi the district is a Copper Beech tree at the George H. George 
residence on 1720 Irving. The gigantic tree dwarfs the two-and-a-half story house.

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES. BUILDERS AND DESIGNERS

The Shively-McClure district has representatives of all the major late-19th century, early-20th century architectural 
styles; interpretations range from high-style to the vernacular.

The Gothic vernacular style is represented by the Hiram Brown house (1852) (Fig. 9a) and the Hagestrom duplex (c. 
1880) at 915-917 Grand Avenue. The Italianate-style is exquisitely detailed in the Ferdinand and Augustus Fisher 
residence (1890) at 687 12th Street. The unusually symmetrical house has full-height, paneled, bay windows and an 
upside down "picket fence" frieze. By contrast, the extremely simple Charles Heilborn residence (1876) at 1546 
Franklin Avenue, (Fig 9b) lacks ornamentation but for its front porch, hooded windows and bracketed frieze.

Queen Anne houses range from the heavily wall-textured Martin Foard residence (1890) at 690 17th Street, (Fig. 9c) 
to the stark J. Me Cue residence (1890) at 934 Irving Avenue. The George H. George residence (1900) at 1720 Irving 
Avenue represents the one true Shingle-style house in the district. One of the finest Colonial Revival houses in the 
neighborhood belonged to Sen. Charles Fulton (1900) at 922 17th Street. The Senator's grand house contrasts 
significantly with that of his nephew's, the Alien Fulton residence (1916) at 1120 Irving which is represents a much 
simpler version of the Colonial Revival style.

Other revival styles represented in the neighborhood include a Norman Farmhouse designed for Leonard Andrews ( 
1922) at 1193 Harrison Avenue. (Fig 9d) World War I veteran John Gilbert had a French Cottage designed (1922) at 
1102 Jerome Avenue to remind himself of houses in the French countryside where he fought. That same year, Grace 
Episcopal Church constructed a rectory at 1555 Franklin Avenue in the English Tudor style.

The Arts and Craft is represented in the Frank Carney Duplex (c. 1910) at 1312-1316 Kensington Avenue. (Fig. lOa) 
Craftsman houses range from the spacious O. I. Petersen residence (1917) at Grand Avenue (Fig. lOb) to the working 
class bungalow, Frank Stipcich residence (1913), at 1288 Kensington Avenue. (Fig. lOc) An example of the Prarie- 
style is seen at 938 Kensington (Fig. lOd) on the Charles Wirkkala residence (1921). American Four-Square, with 
Colonial Revival detailing, is found on the Charles Stevens residence (1910) at 1289 Franklin Avenue.
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It is important to note not only the variety of styles, but the way they were designed. The turn-of-the-last-century 
brought with it a shift in Astoria's architecture, at least for the town's central region. In the past, structures were 
designed through patternbooks, local carpenters or vernacular traditions. A handful of the best houses, for instance, 
were designed by Albert and James Ferguson, local architects and builders. But real change was signaled with the 
introduction Astoria architects John E. Wicks, Charles T. Diamond and Andrew E. Gendron. It was further assisted 
by Portland architects Emil Schacht, E. N. Larry, Whitehouse and Fouilhoux, MacNaughton and Raymond, and even 
nationally known Gustav Stickley whose plans were used in the construction of a residence. (Fig. 11) Then in 1915, 
Harley Builders introduced quality mass-produced houses for the middle-class.

But in the end, no single architect had more influence on the Astoria streetscape than John E. Wicks. He designed 
dozens of houses throughout the city—more than 40 residences in the Shively-McClure area alone—as well as 35 
commercial buildings in the downtown district. When he established his office in 1904, his residential design blended 
the Colonial Revival and Craftsman style. In 1919, when Oregon began the registration of architects, Wicks received 
architectural license No. 3. He was also appointed to the first Board of Architect Examiners. In 1935, Wicks became 
board president. No architect had greater longevity in Astoria. Wicks worked in Astoria for nearly 60 years, adapting 
his designs to the fashions of the day. His work included the Norris Staples residence (c. 1908), a Craftsman-style 
house at 1031 14th Street; the Ludwig Carlson residence (c. 1913), a Prairie-style house at 877 14th Street; the 
William O'Brien residence (c. 1920), a Colonial Revival residence at 1343 Jerome Avenue; the John Helstrom 
residence (1934), a brick Tudor-style residence at 1491 Jerome Avenue; and a transitional house featuring both 
International and Ranch styles for Burgund Church (c. 1955) at 1421 Jerome Avenue. (Fig. 12)

OTHER RESOURCE TYPES

Despite the fact the area was inhabited by the Chinook people long before Americans and Europeans entered the 
Columbia River, there are no designated archeological sites within the neighborhood. Patterns of pre-historic 
habitation were likely disturbed by residential construction and the regarding of the hillside. It is possible grave sites 
exist in the neighborhood. For instance, numerous bodies were unearthed between 1900 -1915 during street 
improvements, paving and repairs. However, no sites have been discovered since.

The neighborhood has one designated historic site. A granite obelisk on 15th Street marks the location of the first 
U.S. Post Office west of the Rocky Mountains. John Shively constructed a small house on the site and was 
commissioned by President Polk as postmaster in 1847. The house was destroyed in 1906 by the Shively 
Improvement Club. In 1955, members of the Daughters of the American Revolution dedicated the site with a 
memorial monument.

Known primarily for its houses, the Shively-McClure neighborhood is also referred to by some as "Church Hill." 
Nine individual churches are located within the district—more than any other section of Astoria. The churches 
include: the First Methodist Church (1916), Grace Episcopal Church (1885), First Church of Christ Scientist (1923), 
First Church of Christ Scientist (1951), First Presbyterian Church (1903), Astoria Church of Christ (1923), St. Mary's 
Catholic Church (1901), Swedish Lutheran Apostolic Church (c. 1885), and Bible Baptist Church (c. 1958). Trinity
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Lutheran Church is also located within the district, but the Carpenter Gothic style church designed by John Wicks is 
now a performing arts center for Clatsop Community College. The neighborhood churches represent a variety of 
styles including Gothic Vernacular designed by a boat builder, Colonial Revival by Portland's Whitehouse & 
Fouilhoux, and International style designed by John Wicks his daughter Ebba Brown.

The Shively-McClure neighborhood has several institutions which include the Columbia Hospital (now Clatsop Care 
Center), Masonic Temple and Star of the Sea School. Only two businesses exist within the district, both are 
mortuaries and both operate out of converted houses.

There are ten apartment complexes within the neighborhood. They range in size from the modest six-unit Francis 
Apartments at 1030 Franklin Avenue to its neighbor the 35-unit fllahee Apartments which encompass the entire block 
between Franklin and Grand avenues and 10th and 11th streets. They also range in design from the John Wicks 
designed Home Apartments (1910), a prominent Colonial Revival at 1320 Franklin Avenue, to the contemporary, 
lacking in style Coralen Arms (c. 1963) at 1566 and 1576 Irving Avenue.

CONCLUSION

The Shively-McClure District represents a breadth of styles from the vernacular to the architecturally designed, from 
the city's earliest extant structures to the contemporary. It retains a high level of integrity, 83% of the buildings were 
constructed prior to 1939. Nearly three-quarters of the buildings are represented with three styles: Victorian, Colonial 
Revival and Craftsman. In addition to residential structures, the district retains nine churches, a private school, a 
former hospital and a fraternal organization. Finally, the district's boundaries are clearly demarcated by a commercial 
district to the north, forest and newer neighborhoods to the south, a former bay to the east and a working class 
neighborhood to the west.



0MB No. 10024-0018

Shivelv-McClure Historic District 
Name of Property

Clatsop. Oregon
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark V in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing).

A Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

JX_C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes

B removed from its original location 

C a birthplace or grave

D a cemetery

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure

F a commemorative property

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
Within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE______
EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 
MARITIME HISTORY_____ 
COMMERCE________
INDUSTRY___________ 
SOCIAL WORK_____

Period of Significance

1846-1939

Significant Dates

1856
1922

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Fergus on. Albert and James 
Wicks. John E.__________
Diamond. Charles T.______
Gendron. Andrew E.____

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite books, articles, and other sources used in preparing the form on one or more continuation sheets) See continuation sheets

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36CFR67)

has been requested
x previously listed in the National Register 

_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

Primary location of additional data:
__ State Historic Preservation Office
__ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_x_ Local government
__ University
_ Other 

Name of repository: City of Astoria______
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

INTRODUCTION

In 1846, John Shively and Col. John McClure arrived in Astoria. They platted an area which became the city's 
financial center and most desired neighborhood. Known historically as both "Shively's Astoria" and "McClure's 
Astoria,"the men's claims are conjoined within the proposed district. This district, a diverse neighborhood, is eligible 
under both Criterion A for its association with Astoria's exploration, settlement, and development. Its settlement was 
based on fur trade, shipping, logging and fishing and developed into the city's most influential neighborhood-home to 
elected officials, leading businessmen, cannery magnets, ship captains and logging barons. The Shively-McClure 
Historic District is also eligible under Criterion C for its excellent examples of residential and ecclesiastic architecture 
of both the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. The district boasts a variety of period styles designed by local 
architects and Portland interests including 15 individually listed local landmarks and 18 buildings listed individually 
on the National Register. The Period of Significance stretches from 1846 to 1939.

Established as a fur trading post in 1811 by John Jacob Astor, Astoria was "destined" to become the "Emporium of 
the West." Europeans and Americans, as well as Native Americans, had traveled or camped near the area long before 
1811, but it was the arrival of the Astor party which spurred permanent settlement here. The founding of Astoria 
established the beginning of American life in the Northwest and is one of a few settlements to have been jointly 
occupied by the British. For 30 years Astoria was little more than a clearing in the woods. Its original structures were 
quickly swallowed by dense vegetation. Little of Astor's venture remained when settlers arrived with their families in 
the late 1840s and made claim to the land. The city that grew from Aster's dream remains, but on a less grandiose 
scale.

The Shively-McClure District is located where Astoria's earliest settlers established their claims. Its proximity to the 
Columbia River is a visual connection to Astoria's founding and its northern boundary skirts the area first inhabited 
by Astor's party. The southern boundary is largely demarcated with greenspace. To the west is the remainder of 
McClure's Astoria, but is an area dominated by working class architecture developed around 1900. It is also an area 
known as the Hobson-Flavel neighborhood and is established as a separate historically inventoried area. To the 
immediate east of the proposed district is the former Scow Bay. Shively's claim extends nearly a mile passed this old, 
tidal, industrial area.

EXPLORATION AND FUR TRADE

In an effort to claim territory for the Spanish Crown, explorers had roamed the coastline of the New World since 
1543. But, it was not until two centuries later that the Columbia River was first recorded by a European. Bruno de 
Hezeta, captain of the Spanish frigate Santiago, made a concentrated effort to enter the large bay on August 17,1775,
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but his ship could not overcome the strong current. Nonetheless, he made a drawing of the estuary which he was 
convinced was the mouth of a great river.

Seventeen years later, Captain Robert Gray, an American, entered the river—naming it after his ship, the Columbia 
Rediviva. Gray's discovery was made widely known. His name for he river supplanted Hezeta's, even on Spanish 
maps.

President Thomas Jefferson became especially keen on sending an expedition to explore the Pacific Northwest. The 
overland expedition, to be led by 29 year-old Meriwether Lewis and 33 year-old William Clark, was approved by 
congress and became law on February 28,1804. On May 14,1804, the Lewis and Clark party left St. Louis, Missouri, 
to begin their long arduous journey.

The expedition reached the Pacific Ocean on November 7,1805. One month later, the party moved inland and 
selected a site five miles west of present day Astoria where they established Fort Clatsop. After constructing a log 
shelter, clearing a parade ground and making a salt cairn, the party settled in for three-and-a-half, rain-filled, flea- 
ridden months. The fort was abandoned March 23,1806, when the group left for the return trip to St. Louis.

In the spring of 1811, a party of 33 men arrived at the mouth of the Columbia River on the bark Tonquin. Inspired by 
the discoveries of Lewis and Clark, John Jacob Astor commissioned these men to establish a fur trading post for the 
Pacific Fur Company. On April 5,1811, a site was selected for the post, on April 12, clearing of the land began for 
the construction of the first white settlement west of the Rockies. The trading post, Astoria, sat on a rise just below 
the central portion of the Shively-McClure District. According to Alexander Ross, one of the men in the party, 
Astor's men were overwhelmed by the landscape:

"The place thus selected for the emporium of the west, might challenge the whole continent to produce 
a spot of equal extant presenting more difficulties to the shelter: studded with gigantic trees of almost 
incredible size, many of them measuring fifty feet in girth, and so close together, and intermingled with 
huge rocks, as to make it a work of no ordinary labour to level and clear the ground. With this task 
before us, every man, from the highest to the lowest, was armed with an axe in one hand and a gun in 
the other: the former for attacking the woods, the latter for defense against the savage hordes which 
were constantly prowling about."

"It would have made a cynic smile to see this pioneer corps, composed of traders, shopkeepers, 
voyageurs and Owhyhees, all ignorant alike in this new walk of life.... many of the party had never 
handled and axe before and but few of them know how to use a gun

"there is an art in felling a tree, as well as in planting one; but unfortunately none of us has learned 
that art, and hours together would be spent in conjectures and discussions .... and at last, when all
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hands were assembled to witness the fall, how often we were disappointed! The tree would still stand 
erect, biding defiance to our efforts

"Nearly two months of this laborious and incessant toil had passed, and we had scarcely yet an acre of 
ground cleared. In the mean time three of our men were killed by natives, two more wounded by the 
falling of trees, and one had his hand blown off by gunpowder. "l

Some members of the Astor party left June 1, on the Tonquin to sail further up the coast to trade with the Indians. 
They were greeted by unfriendly natives on Vancouver Island. The men were massacred and the ship destroyed. 
Meanwhile, the Astorians were left destitute and in need of articles to trade. An overland party led by Wilson Price 
Hunt arrived in Astoria February 15,1812. They found a scraggly group of men waiting. A supply ship, Beaver, 
arrived that spring; but the men were disheartened. They would have given anything to leave what was quickly 
becoming, if it hadn't reached that point already, Astor's greatest business failure.

The United States declared war on Great Britain, June 19,1812. When a British trading vessel arrived in 1813, the 
Astorians gladly sold the trading post to them, rather than doing battle with a British warship sailing two days behind. 
The British renamed the post Fort George and used it as a trading post for the Northwest Fur Company. On December 
24,1814, The Treaty of Ghent was signed and the British-American war was over. On October 6,1818, the sloop of 
war Ontario arrived for the exchange of documents which would return the sovereignty of Astoria to the United 
States. The American claim was tenuous, however. Both countries occupied the area until 1846, when 49 degrees 
north latitude was established as the northern border of the Oregon boundary.

Astoria was virtually abandoned during the interim. Only Hudson's Bay agents, along with a few other individuals, 
remained during that interval. One agent, a man called Mofras, called Astoria a "miserable squatter's place," and 
longed to be elsewhere. In 1841, an American vessel belonging to the United States Exploring Expedition arrived at 
the mouth of the Columbia. Its captain, Lieutenant Charles Wilkes, described his first view of Astoria:

"In the morning we had a view of the somewhat famous Astoria, which is anything but what I wish to 
describe. Haifa dozen log houses with as many shed and a pig sty or two, are all it can boast of, and 
even these appear to be rapidly going to decay .... in point of beauty of situation, few places will vie 
with Astoria. "2

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE 1846 -1939

The Period of Significance begins as the first families arrive in the district and begin to develop industry to sustain 
themselves.

1 Alexander Ross, Adventures of the First Settlers on the Oregon or Columbia River (London: Smith, Elder and Co., 1849), pp 71-74
2 Fred Lockley, History of the Columbia River Valley from The Dalles to the Sea (Chicago, S. J. Clarke, 1928)
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By 1846, Astoria had approximately 30 inhabitants; many of whom were Native Americans. The town consisted of 
10 buildings including a warehouse, two Chinook Indian lodges a cooper's and blacksmith shop. It was indeed in a 
state of transition. When Lieutenant Howison saw it that year, he said Astoria exhibited "the wretched remains of a 
bygone settlement, and the uncouth germ of a new one."

That new settlement was started by three men who came to stake their claims in Astoria. Those men were A. E. 
Wilson, Colonel John McClure and John M. Shively. A. E. Wilson, a native of Massachusetts, set up a general store 
and a sawmill one mile east of Fort George. He claimed the land in the area now known as Adair's Addition and 
Alderbrook.

Colonel McClure came to Astoria from New Orleans where it is said he left "under an unspecified cloud." His land 
claim extends from the river south to what is now Lexington Avenue and west from what is now 13th to 1st Street. 
He married the daughter of the long-dead Chief Comcomly, the Chinook Indian who welcomed Lewis and Clark to 
the area. In 1858, Col. McClure, who was known for being an ill-tempered person and an excellent marksman, was 
appointed Justice of the Peace for the Clatsop District.

John M. Shively was a native of Virginia. A civil engineer, he was hired by John McLoughlin to plat Oregon City in 
1843. On January 1,1844, he arrived in Astoria by canoe; by March he began to plat Astoria. His claim extends from 
the river south to what is now Lexington Avenue and from what is now 13th Street east to 30th Street. In 1847, he 
became postmaster and opened the first post office west of the Rocky Mountains. The post office was located on 15th 
Street near the northern boundary of the Shively-McClure District and is marked by a memorial.

In 1846, the first white married couple, James and Nancy Welch arrived to make Astoria their home. The Kentucky 
natives purchased half of Shivery's claim and constructed Astoria's first frame house. Despite owning "half of 
Astoria" and having innumerable locations to build upon, James Welch felt compelled to construct his house on a spot 
which irritated others. The Hudson's Bay Co. still had agents here, who wished they were somewhere else, but 
apparently held a glimmer of hope that Astoria would surely revert to its rightful owner—the British Empire. 
According to oral histories, Welch was informed by fur trading agents that he was building on sovereign soil. Welch 
responded he would build where he pleased. It would take "all the guns in the fort" to stop him.

By 1853, Welch constructed a second house, half a block away. Once located at 15th and Franklin, its construction 
managed to create more hard feelings. Welch selected a site which was part of a planned military reservation. Maj. 
Hatheway, in charge of military operations, was furious. Welch reminded the major that the British couldn't stop him 
from building his first house. Short of violence, there was nothing Hatheway could do either.

Astoria progressed through a newly established Columbia River lumber shipping business. The California gold rush 
of 1848 served as a further stimulus for the shipping industry—creating a "virtual transportation revolution" on the
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river.3 President James K. Polk responded to the town's shipping potential and commissioned Col. John Adair to 
establish the first U. S. Customshouse on the west coast. When Col. Adair, arrived from Kentucky, he was met with 
resistance from Shivery and McClure. Although both men platted a block for use of the customs house, neither would 
sell their lot to the government at a reasonable rate. Instead Col. Adair purchased A. E. Wilson's plat to the east. He 
vowed one day his holdings would contain the heart of the business district. A long-time battle between central 
Astoria and Adairsville or Uppertown commenced.

Astoria was incorporated in 1856, thanks to heavy Columbia River traffic meeting California's demand for Oregon 
flour and lumber. All of the Shively claim and a portion of the McClure claim were included in the incorporation.

Although Astoria grew slowly over the next two decades, its topography proved ill-suited to major growth and new 
businesses. Canneries, sawmills, wharfs, warehouses, machine shops, stores and hotels all competed for limited space 
on tidal flats at the foot of its steep hills. Buildings rose on limbered pilings, stretching both over the water and south 
over the soggy river bank. (Fig. 13) The result enabled the hillside to be preserved for residential development. (Fig. 
14)

In 1876, the city limits were expanded to both sides of the peninsula. Shively's and the remainder of McClure's and 
Olney's were on the north while the Hustler and Aiken's Addition were to the south.

The 1880s marked significant growth in Astoria. The waterfront north of the residential area was a mass of 
warehouses servicing the shipping and packing industry. Buoyed by a phenomenal salmon business, immigrants 
flooded to Astoria, working in 34 separate lower Columbia canneries. The first wave of immigrants was primarily 
Chinese, who were sought after for their low-wage labor. By 1886, canneries employed nearly 3,400 Chinese men. 
Most lived in boarding houses adjacent to the canneries. Those who did not live in boarding houses lived in a separate 
community just west of the main commercial district. By chance, remnants of Chinese housing exist in the Shively- 
McClure District, where three separate dwellings were hauled up the hill and combined into a single triplex at 1156 - 
1160 Grand Avenue.

By 1910, the Chinese population had declined to approximately 400 persons. Scandinavian and Finnish immigrants 
were the next predominant ethnic groups in Astoria and they too were divided along national and geographic 
boundaries. By 1920, Astoria's total population was 14,027, of which 3,519 were-Scandinavian or Finnish.

Around 1900, Yugoslavians settled on the lower east side of the Shively-McClure neighborhood, constructing plain 
Gothic and Queen Anne vernacular houses beside old Scow Bay. (Fig. 15a) The area bordered light industrial small 
shops and lower-end hotel accommodations and was considered the least desirable area in the district. (Fig. 16)

Arthur L. Throckmorton, "Oregon Argonauts: Merchant Adventurers on the Western Frontier," Oregon Historical Society, 1961



Shivelv-McClure Historic District______ Clatsop. Oregon______
Name of Property County and State

NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet
Section number 8 Page __6

The success of the commercial and industrial establishments of Astoria was reflected in the residential development of 
the Shively-McClure District. Impressive houses with a spectacular river view were the trademark of the 
neighborhood. Martin Foard, of the mercantile Foard and Stokes, George Sanborn, of the Sanborn Cannery, and 
George H. George, cannery owner and secretary to the Columbia River Packers Assoc. (CRPA) all constructed houses 
on 17th Street overlooking Scow Bay and the Columbia River. (Fig. 17)

The Foard and Sanborn residence are both considered two of the finest Queen Anne houses in the neighborhood. 
Both were designed hi 1890 by James E. Ferguson and the Foard residence is individually listed on the National 
Register. The George house was constructed in 1900 and remains the best example of the Shingle style in the area. 
On the other side of the district are the M. D. Kant and Ferdinand and Augustus Fisher residences. Kant was a 
department store owner and constructed an Italianate house circa 1880 on Grand Avenue. (Fig. 15b) A mudslide in 
1896 necessitated the house be picked up, rotated and re-sited up hill on Harrison Avenue. The Fishers, siblings who 
owned a ship chandlery called Fisher Bros. Mercantile, constructed an eclectic Italianate circa 1887 on 12th Street. 
No other grand house in the district combines Queen Anne, Stick and Italianate so well. It is individually listed on the 
National Register (Fig. 15 c).

George C. Flavel, son of Astoria's most famous and successful bar pilot and capitalist, Capt. George Flavel, was an 
accomplished businessman who constructed a magnificent Colonial Revival house within the district. Prominently 
sited above 15th and Franklin (on the site of the Welch's second house) its asymmetrical facade is broken by a stone 
foundation, Ionic columned porch, Paladian colored glass windows, dentiled cornice and a bent glass corner window. 
The house is occupied by the captain's two great-grandchildren and is listed individually on the National Register. 
(Fig. 15d)

Not all of the houses during this period were constructed for the area's elite. Besides that constructed for its poorest 
ethnic groups, there were middle-class houses too. Catholic priest Father Dieleman is associated with several houses 
in the area including a Gothic vernacular structure constructed at 1607 Grand Avenue circa 1890. Another excellent 
example is that of clothier Simon Danziger house, an Italianate constructed circa 1880 at 672 15th Street. Or the Ben 
Ward residence, a Queen Anne constructed circa 1892 at 1294 Franklin Avenue, for the owner of a grocery store. 
(Fig. 18a)

Investment housing began as early as 1896 with the D.K. Warren ensemble on 11th and Grand Avenue. Warren was 
the founder of Warrenton, across Youngs Bay from Astoria. The row houses are listed individually on the National 
Register and and are excellent examples of the emerging Colonial Revival in Astoria. Two years later, a second 
grouping of houses were constructed on the other side of the district by an unknown investor. Located on 17th and 
Franklin Avenue, the houses were home to working class, artists and river captains. In 1905, Alexander Gilbert, the 
mayor of Seaside 18 miles to the south, invested in five houses on 15th Street between Franklin and Grand avenues. 
Blending Colonial Revival and Craftsman, the houses remain a dynamic grouping in the district. (Fig. 18b)
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In addition to flourishing residential construction, the Shively-McClure neighborhood also saw a proliferation of 
ecclesiastic architecture. The Methodist Church, constructed at 15th and Franklin in 1853, was the town's first church 
building. Other early neighborhood churches were the Catholic Church constructed in 1874 on Grand Avenue and 
Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church, circa 1885, on 18th Street. The oldest extant church structure in Astoria is the 
Swedish Lutheran Apostolic Church constructed circa 1884 at 1012 Irving Avenue. The vernacular church was 
designed and constructed by ship builder and Finnish Laestadian, Frans Kankkonen. Frans also designed the Union 
Fisherman's Cooperative Packing Co. and the original Finnish Temperance Hall. The church is believed to be the 
oldest Finnish church building hi use on the West coast. Services are still held in the Finnish language. (Fig. 18c)

Another early church is Grace Episcopal Church, a Gothic Revival building designed by Carl Leick (architect of the 
Capt. George Flavel mansion) in 1885 at 1545 Franklin Avenue. (Fig. 20b) It is listed individually on the National 
Register. St. Mary's Catholic Church replaced its first church building in 1902. The Christopher Wren inspired 
building is at 1491 Grand Avenue. The First Presbyterian Church, a carpenter Gothic building constructed in 1903 at 
1103 Grand Avenue, was built with funds from the Capt. George Flavel family. (Fig. 18d)

There was good reason for the prevalence of churches. Astoria was famous for its red light district," which at one 
time was more populous than San Francisco's notorious "tenderloin" area. It was home to countless prostitutes, 
pimps, crimps and drunken sailors. By contrast, the Astoria community was also shaped by the collective voice of 
ministers whose opinions were solicited and heeded by the public through the Astoria Ministerial Association. In 
1906, the Rev. William S. Gilbert, minister of the First Presbyterian Church, editorialized in the Astoria Daily Budget, 
"Other cities are compelling vice to remain under cover and our city ought not for a day longer to be the one city of 
the state where a few pitiable, painted creatures hold open carnival on our streets." The Rev. Gilbert and others were 
instrumental in building the YMCA in 1914 as a way of combating immorality in the streets.

More churches were constructed in the Shively-McClure neighborhood to meet further demands. The First Methodist 
Church, a Colonial Revival structure designed by Morris A Whitehouse and J. Andre Fouilhoux in 1916 at 1076 
Franklin Avenue, was the first church to be constructed in this new period. Then, the First Church of Christ Scientist 
began construction of a Colonial Revival church in 1923 at 1151 Harrison Avenue. (Fig. 19) By the time the structure 
was finished in 1946, it was occupied by the First Christian Church. And, the Trinity Lutheran Church began the 
construction of its Carpenter Gothic sanctuary at 582 16th Street in 1929 and completed it 1936. Then in 1951, the 
breadth of ecclesiastic design was stretched by John E. Wicks and his daughter Ebba, one of the first women in 
Oregon to receive an architectural license. They designed an International-style structure for the First Church of 
Christ Scientist at 632 11th Street.

The turn-of-the-last-century was a time of city improvements, especially toward water, sewer lines and streets. The 
Astoria Centennial of 1911 promoted boosterism and city beautification that included neighborhood landscaping and 
the development of parks. The Astoria Chamber of Commerce took every opportunity to paint a virtuous, clean-city 
image of the city, an action that was popular in the eyes of many booster groups throughout cities and communities 
during this period.
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"In every respect Astoria is metropolitan. It enjoys splendid facilities of all kinds, is a pleasure-loving 
city and thoroughly up-to-date .... Astoria wants more people. Its natural resources will easily support 
from 250,000 to 500,000population, yet there are less than 15,000people here to reap the benefits that 
nature has so generously placed at their disposal .... The homeseeker or investor who fails to visit 
Astoria will make a great mistake, for no other community in the Pacific Northwest offers such 
opportunities as the Lower Columbia river district. "4

In 1914, optimism reigned. Advertisements in the Astoria Daily Budget projected Astoria's population would 
skyrocket to 100,000 in 10 years. The completion of the Panama Canal was certain to bring large steamship lines to 
Astoria. Dredging of the Columbia River would open the city to the possibility of more cargo ships too. Some 
oelieved the completion of the Celilo Canal, on the upper Columbia River, would—with that in Panama—open 
Northwest agriculture to the world. Astoria would surely benefit. The Port of Astoria entered one of its busiest 
periods. New industries of flour and grain milling, oil and petroleum fuel distribution, iron and steel works, and 
furniture manufacturing contributed to Astoria's bright future. Lumber handling and shipping related business 
continued to thrive.

The manufacturing needs of the World War I years stimulated Astoria's economy. Canneries operated at top 
production. War time increased the number of fishermen, canners and consumers; the salmon pack increased by one- 
third, doubling Astoria's exports.5 After the war, the number of cases dropped by nearly half. In spite of the the 
decrease, in 1919 there were 20 active canneries and 4,000 fishermen employed in Astoria.

The Shively-McClure area responded to the active economy with a leap in its housing stock. Between 1905 and 1920, 
there were 143 buildings constructed. Architect John E. Wicks, who established an Astoria office in 1905, is credited 
with designing many of the finest houses in the district during this period. He, more than any architect, influenced the 
residential feel of the neighborhood. In 1914, John and Francis Harley incorporated Harley Builders offering a less 
expensive option to architecturally designed houses. "We believe," their ad stated, "that the man of limited means and 
salary has the same right to own his own home as the wealthier man has to collect his rent monthly...The payment of 
rent from month to month is simply shelter without ownership." They used stock plans which were modified by local 
architect Andrew D. Gendron. It is not known how many houses they constructed, but it is known that during their 
two-year partnership 54 houses were constructed in the district—the most prolific two years in the neighborhood's 
history.

Several high-quality apartment houses were constructed during this period. Most of the apartments were constructed 
on Franklin Avenue, just above the commercial district. The oldest extant apartment house was constructed in 1910; 
the six-unit Francis Apartments are Craftsman style with Federal detailing at 1030 Franklin Avenue. (Fig. 20a) In

"Astoria, Clatsop County, Oregon by Pen and Picture," (Chamber of Commerce, Astoria, 1903)
Courtland L. Smith, "Salmon Fishers of the Columbia," Oregon State University Press, Corvallis 1989, pp. 68-69
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1915, MacNaughton and Raymond of Portland, designed a three-story masonry structure called the Franklin 
Apartments at 1432 Franklin Avenue. (Fig. 20c) Next door, a Tudor-style apartment complex, called Stratford-on- 
Avon Apartments, was constructed for banker O. I. Peterson in 1921 at 1456 - 1466 Franklin. (Fig. 20d) A half-block 
away a Prarie-style building, called the Ideal Apartments, was designed by A. D. Gendron in 1919 at 1509 Franklin 
Avenue. (Fig. 20b)

This period is also notable for its construction of schools—all but one designed by John E. Wicks. Astoria High 
School was constructed in 1910 on Jerome Avenue, just south of the Shively-McClure District boundary. Between 
1916 and 1926, he designed three public elementary schools. One of the facilities, Lewis and Clark School, was 
constructed on Irving Avenue in 1916. In 1924, a parochial school adjacent to the Catholic Church called Star of the 
Sea School was designed by an unknown architect.

On December 8,1922, Astoria received a devastating setback. Around 2:30 a. m. a fire of unknown origin began in 
the basement of a restaurant near the center of the commercial district. It was a disaster which had been forecast for 
Astoria, but it exceeded even the most dire predictions. The fire raged swiftly through 32 city blocks, burning 
approximately 40 acres. There was little to slow the fire, almost everything was made of wood framed construction. 
The streets were supported on wooden viaducts which allowed the flames to pass quickly through the underground air 
tunnels and ignite buildings blocks away. Water mains were also wooden and carried water beneath those viaducts. 
The mains broke, water was wasted and pressure lost. A bucket brigade was formed to douse the flames. In a 
desperate attempt to block the fire's path, a few of the masonry buildings were dynamited. When all was told, 
property damage estimates ranged from $12,000,000 to $20,000,000.

The reconstruction of Astoria required the city's eccentric, sometimes shady, always indomitable citizens to pull 
together and fight to prevent their scorched city from dying. Astorians were determined to regroup, rebuild and 
reclaim their rightful place as the leading metropolis on the banks of the "River of the West."

Residents of the Shively-McClure District were instrumental to this end. Mayor O. A. Kratz, who lived in district, 
became city manager three weeks after the fire. He was given much credit for orchestrating the rehabilitation of 
Astoria. Assailed bitterly by enemies, almost from the day of taking office, Kratz fought courageously, never 
tactfully, but strenuously. He was responsible for the administration of physical reconstruction and the planning and 
carrying out of financial reforms. Kratz appointed a group called the "Committee of Ten" who took charge of relief 
work and administered relief funds immediately after the fire. Six of the men lived in the Shively-McClure district. 
The committee was composed of the following citizens: the Rev. William S. Gilbert, chairman and Presbyterian 
minister who erected a sign in the ashen cityscape which said, "Smile, have faith, rebuild;" George W. Sanborn, 
whose post-fire building operations were larger than those of any other individual; James Bremner, mayor of Astoria 
at the time of the fire; O. B. Setters who succeeded Bremner as mayor; C. R. Higgins, president of Astoria National 
Bank; Frank Patton, president of Astoria Savings Bank; G. C. Fulton, attorney; F. I. Dunbar, former Secretary of 
State; Frank Parker, of the Bank of Commerce; John Tait, owner of Troy Laundry Company; and William F. 
McGregor, president of First National Bank.
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Since many people lost housing in the fire, several Shively-McClure residences were converted into apartments. The 
Grand Avenue home of Judge Charles Page and Samuel Elmore, a prominent cannery owner, was converted into 
apartments in 1926; a third floor and three-story section were constructed on the Queen Anne house. (Fig. 21) The 
Colonial Revival house of Senator Charles Fulton on 17th Street was adapted into six or more units in 1932. (Fig. 22) 
The M. D. Kant house was also reconfigured while the Hiram Brown residence was run as a boarding house. This 
conversion of larger houses within the district would continue, then peak during the second world war.

The 1922 fire brought about immediate changes in building code requirements, modernization of public works and the 
city transit system. City beautification efforts were stepped up to help in the transformation of Astoria into a model 
modern city. Commemorative monuments, such as the Astoria Column on Coxcomb Hill, and the Astoria Victory 
Monument in Uniontown, were a part of this movement. In the Shively-McClure area, two of its steepest streets were 
redesigned to restrict or prohibit automobile traffic between Irving and Jerome avenues. Both 11th and 15th streets 
were adorned with ornamental brick or concrete walls, lamp standards, urns or raised planters.

Because of the district's proximity to the downtown, the Shively-McClure neighborhood also saw the birth of 
community institutions in the wake of the fife. In 1924, the Masonic Temple, an impressive Greek Revival structure 
designed by Robert R. Bartlett, was erected at 1572 Franklin Avenue. In 1927, the Columbia Lutheran Conference 
funded the construction of the John E. Wicks designed Columbia Hospital at 646 16th Street.

Astoria did not fare well economically during the Depression. It was already in debt before the worst hit and in 1929 
two of the city's banks shut their doors. City tax delinquency reached 75% and talk of bankruptcy resounded 
throughout the community.6 Both the City and Port of Astoria had invested a considerable amount of money in 
development projects and boosterism prior to World War I. Because of these investments, and the lack of money 
entering the city, heavy debts piled up. By 1932, both the City and Port of Astoria were forced to default on their 
accrued loans. But within two years, an agreement with creditors was reached to repay the indebtedness on an ability- 
to-pay basis.

The period ends in 1939 as building activity drops and the architecture takes another stylistic shift. 

1940 TO THE PRESENT

The effects of the second world war on Astoria's primary economic institution, the salmon market, were similar to 
those of the first world war. Product demand rose and Astoria's fishing industry sought to satisfy the demand. The 
number of military personnel residing in or near Astoria also rose and was maintained through the Korean War. The 
Shively-McClure neighborhood responded by further remodeling older houses into apartments and by infilling small 
vacant lots with low duplexes. As many as nine duplexes were constructed between 1942 and 1952.

6 Peggy Chessman Lucas, "Merle Chessman, Editor, Statesman," CUMTUX, v. 2,1986, pp 3-15
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In 1957, the neighborhood received a shock when new facilities for Astoria High School were constructed on the other 
side of the peninsula along the shore of Youngs Bay. Teacher-filled apartments near the top of the hill emptied and 
much of the neighborhood's community-based focus was lost to a more suburban part of the city. In 1962, Clatsop 
Community College was formed and the old high school purchased and remodeled. The 1910 structure, like many of 
the neighborhood's older structures, proved challenging to maintain. By the mid-1960s the neighborhood looked dog 
eared.

A movement to save Astoria's structures began when demolition of older buildings was promoted as "urban renewal" 
by the City of Astoria. Newcomers to the community saw the value of these deteriorated structures and started 
revitalizing worn-out neighborhoods. In 1978, a Historic Building and Sites Commission was appointed by the mayor 
to review exterior alterations of historic buildings. Shortly thereafter, the commission instituted the annual Dr. Harvey 
Award—named after an early preservationist—for excellence in restoration.

In 1985, the City of Astoria embarked on inventorying its most historic neighborhoods. Well over 1,200 buildings 
were inventoried, resulting in nearly 700 local landmarks and two National Register Historic Districts. Six years ago, 
the Historic Landmarks Commission (formerly the Historic Building and Sites Commission) helped develop the 
Lower Columbia Preservation Society, a 250 member old house owners group. A nonprofit, the Lower Columbia 
Preservation Society produces a newsletter, hosts workshops and lectures and offers tours of historic homes. More 
than a quarter of its members reside in the Shively-McClure neighborhood.

CONCLUSION

The founding of Astoria established the beginning of American life in the Northwest and is one of a few settlements to 
have been jointly occupied by the British. The Shively-McClure neighborhood is located where Astoria's earliest 
settlers established their claims. It developed as a home for the city's elected officials and leading businessmen in 
addition to its working class. The district, better than any in Astoria, represents the diverse people who lived here. 
It's architecture reflects that diversity. From simple vernacular structures to houses designed by local architect John 
E. Wicks; from a church designed by ship builder Frans Kankkonen to one designed by nationally-known Morris A. 
Whitehouse and J. Andre Fouilhoux, the Shively-McClure District reflects more than 150 years of architecture. And 
retains a high level of integrity in its structures.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

In 1985, a Cultural Resource Project Summary Report was completed by Historic Dimensions, Inc. for the City of 
Astoria. The consultant recommended the nomination of seven districts within Astoria for National Register status 
(Fig. 23). One of those seven areas was the Shively-McClure area. In 1995, the City began inventorying properties 
within the neighborhood. The proposed district is bound on the north by the Astoria Downtown National Register 
Historic District. To its south is a forested area and newer housing development. The eastern boundary is marked by 
Scow Bay, a former tideland and industrial area. To the west of the proposed district is the Hobson-Flavel Inventory 
area, a neighborhood distinct from the Shively-McClure area in that it is predominately vernacular or lower style 
architecture.

Boundaries are described as follows: north side of Franklin Ave. between 9th and 18th streets; then west side of 18th 
Street between Franklin and Jerome avenues; then south side of Jerome between 17th and 18th streets, then to the 
north side of Jerome between 17th and 16th streets; then west side of 16th between Jerome and Lexington avenues; 
then north side of Lexington Avenue between 15th and 16th streets; then south side of Lexington Avenue between 
15th and 14th streets; then the east side of 14th Street between Lexington and Kensington avenues; then south side of 
Kensington Avenue between 14th and 12th streets; then the north side of Kensington Avenue between 12th and 11th 
streets; then the south side of Kensington Avenue between 11th and 9th street; then east side of 9th Street between 
Kensington and Franklin avenues.
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Astoria, Clatsop County, Oregon 
August 2004
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1 of 23 900 block, Irving Avenue, John McCue and Bart Wall residences, looking NW
2 of 23 1000 block, Franklin Avenue, Hlahee Apartments, looking SE
3 of 23 1 1th and Grand Avenue, D.K. Warren Ensemble, First Presbyterian Church, 

looking SE
4 of 23 700 block, 1 1th Street, Carl Hanson residence and Revs. Gilbert-Ferguson manse, 

looking NW
5 of 23 1000 block, Harrison Avenue, M.D. Kant and Robert Kincaid residences, looking 

NE
6 of 23 10th and Irving Avenue, Swedish Lutheran Apostolic Church, looking NE
7 of 23 1 100 block, Jerome Avenue, general view, looking east
8 of 23 900 block, 12th Street, Clifford Burgess duplex and Francis Fry residence, looking 

SE
9 of 23 1200 block, Kensington Avenue, Delbert Moore and Charles Stout residences, 

looking SE
10 of 23 1200 block, Franklin Avenue, Emil Peterson and Ben Ward residences and Home

Apartments, looking NE 
1 1 of 23 1400 block, Franklin Avenue, George Warren residence, Franklin Apartments and

Stratford-Ott-Avon Apartments, looking NE
12 of 23 800 block, 14th Street, Otto Carlson, Frank Sanborn and Capt. Charles Gunderson 

residences, looking NW
13 of 23 1000 block, 14th Street, William Takalo and Philip Haddan residences, looking SE
14 of 23 1400 block, Lexington Avenue, general view, looking SE
15 of 23 1400 block, general view, from Madison Avenue looking north to Lexington Avenue
16 of 23 600 block, 15th Street, Alexander Gilbert row houses, St Mary's Catholic Church, 

looking SW
17 of 23 1500 block, Franklin Avenue, Ideal Apartments, Grace Episcopal Church, looking 

SE
18 of 23 1500 block, franklin Avenue, David Smith and Henry W. Sherman residences, 

looking SE
19 of 23 1600 block, Grand Avenue, Father Dielman rental, Edmond Noonan, Albert 

Ferguson residences, looking SE
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20 of 23 1600 block, Irving Avenue, James Hansen rentals and Laura Barker residence, 
looking SE

21 of23 900 block, 16th Stjtjetj JphnShan^ ,

22 of 23 1700 block, Franklin Avenue, Carl Thomas and James McCarthy residences, 
looking SE

23 of 23 600 Block, 17th Street, Henry Ingalls, Martin Foard and George Sanborn 
residences, looking SE
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Astoria High School was constructed in 1911. It marked a time when lots at the crest of the hill became more desirable than that at the base.
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The Adam and Caroline VanDusen family was one of the first 
families to settle in Astoria. In 1864, they constructed a house on a 
block now bounded by 16th and 17th streets and Franklin and 
Grand avenues, above. The family constructed two more houses on 
the block. The Brenham and Fannie VanDusen residence, right, 
was constructed in 1890 and remains standing.

Fig. 5



The Shively-McClure district in 1899, looking NW from what is now 17th and Irving Avenue. The J. H. D. Gray residence is in the center.

Fig. 6



The eaves of houses overlap in some parts of the district. Houses on 16th 
Street between Irving and Jerome avenues (A) and on Irving Avenue 
between 16th and 17th streets (B) are an example.

Some steeper streets, or 'Toboggan slides," were converted to pedestrian 
walkways such as that on 11th Street between Irving and Jerome avenues 
(Q.



Aerial view of the Shively-McClure neighborhood in 1937, looking west from 16th Street at the base to 12th Street at the top. 
Jerome Avenue is seen far left, Franklin Avenue extends to the far right.

Fig. 8



A) The Capt. Hiram Brown house was constructed in 1852.

B) The Charles Heilborn residence was constructed in 1874. 

Fig. 9

C) The Martin Foard house was constructed in 1890.

D) The Dr. Leonard Andrews residence was constructed in 
1922.



The Frank Camey duplex was constructed ca. 1910 Designed by John E. Wicks, the Frank Stipcich residence was 
constructed in 1913.

O. I. Petersen hired John E. Wicks to design this residence in
1917.
Fig. 10

John E.Wicks designed this house in 1921 for Charles Wirkkala.



A) Emil Schacht designed the Frank Dunbar residence in 1912. C) Whitehouse & Fouilhoux designed the First Methodist Church 
in 1916.

B) E. N. Larry designed the Henry Hoefler residence in 1920. 
Fig. 11

D) Gustav Stickley plans were used in the construction of the Dr. Arthur 
Finch residence in 1912.



A) Norris Staples residence ca. 1908. C) John Helstrom residence 1934.

B) William O'Brien residence ca. 1920. 
Fig. 12

D) Burgund Church residence ca. 1955.



One block below the Shively-McClure District, streets were constructed on wood pilings above the river. The residential neighborhood was 
constructed above the river bank. Looking south, one block below Franklin Avenue between 13th and 14th streets, (photo courtesy of Qatsop 
County Historical Society)

Fig. 13



The Shively-McClure District rises from the former shoreline of the Columbia River, adjacent to the boundary of the Astoria Downtown 
Historic District. Looking south from Franklin Avenue between 11th and 12th streets.

Fig. 14



A).Yugoslavian houses on Franklin between 17th and 18th streets.

B). M.D. Kant residence constructed in 1880. 
Fig. 15

C). Ferdinand & Augustus Fisher residence constructed ca. 1887.

D). George C. Flavel residence constructed 1901 (photo 1983).



The Shively-Mclure District is bounded by Scow Bay to the east. Now filled, the bay is seen as it existed ca. 1885. Looking west from 
24th Street and Franklin Avenue, (photo courtesy of Clatsop County Historical Society)

Fig. 16



The George Sanbora residence, left, and the George H. George residence, right were constructed on 17th Street with views of the Columbia 
River and Scow Bay. 
Fig. 17



A) The Ben Ward residence was constructed in 1892.

B) Alexander Gilbert row houses were constructed in 1905. St. 
Mary's Catholic Church (1901) is in the background. 
Fig. 18

C) The Swedish Lutheran Apostolic Church was built ca. 1884.

- ..4

D) The First Presbyterian Church was constructed in 1903.



The First Church of Christ Scientist was designed in 1922. (photo courtsey of Qatsop County Historical Society) 
Fig. 19



A). Rrst Methodist Church adjacent to the Francis Apartments. C). Franklin Apartments

B). Grace Episcopal Church adjacent to the Ideal Apartments. 
Fig. 20

D). Stratford-on-Avon Apartments



The Judge Charles Page-Samuel Elmore residence was converted to apartments After Astoria's downtown burned in 1922. 
Fig. 21



The Sen. Charles W. Fulton residence, constructed in 1900, was converted to apartments in 1932. 
Fig. 22


