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The proposed historical French colonial district stretches from the
former lower boundary of the town of §t. Phillipe to and including Kas-
kaskia Island and comprises an integrated portion of a French military,
agricultural and religious settlement in southern Illinois. There is no
comparable French colonial district in the United States. Dominated by
Fort de Chartres and by the French town of Kaskaskia (now largely washed
away by the river) this area was the center for French control of
Illinois country and of the interior of French Louisiana. The area has
remained largely agricultural and not buiit over so that preservation and
historic development are feasible,

The district includes: The probable location of the first Fort de
Chartres built by the Company of the West in 1720; the second Fort de
Chartres built in 1736 and the partially restored third Fort de Chartres
(on the Register) (IAS R-127), Nearby Fort de Chartres is the location

(Laurens site IAS - R-125) and the church of St. Anne (1722), Many of the
records from St. Anne are preserved and the altar vessels from St, Anne

Asso¢iated with Fort de Chartres were several Indian villages., The
Michigamea Indian reserve (1722) is one of the earliest Indian reservas
tions in the United States, Within the reservation are the Waterinan site
(IAS R-122); the Kolmer site (IAS R-150) (nominated for the Registar) both
of which are Michigamea Indian villages, The Henke site (IAS-MD-BOB) is
also on the reservation and is an historic Indian village of uncertain
affiliation,

The town of Prairie du Rocher which may have been founded as early as
1722 contains a dozen or more houses of French construction dating to the

The Creole House is already on the Register. The Meilliere House
was built in 1735 and is of upright Tog construction. The cemetery in the
town dates back to the 18th century and is still in use, A well located
near there is the old town well,

Other 18th century houses are located between Prairie du Rocher and
Modoc, The possible location of the Jesuit windriill from the 1720's has

plantation.

The large and important Kaskaskia Indian village (1722-1833) IAS R-1)
and the remains of French Kaskaskia (Kaskaskia Island) are within the
district. Most of the town of French Kaskaskia was destroyed in the
1890's when the Mississippi rivercut a new channetl. The modern church
on the island is the continuation of the Mission ofthe Immaculate Con-
ception founded by Marquette in 1675 and moved to Kaskaskia with the
Kaskaskia Indians in 1703. Fort Kaskaskia (1734-1766) is now a state park.
The Pierre Menard House is already on the Register. The site of Paget's
mill, a pre-1795 mill is close by with the sluices still visible,
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There are a number of other historic spots within the district in-
cluding the commons of Prairie du Rocher and segments of the ox road from

Cahokia.

The area also includes early 19th century sites important in the his-
tory of the state; the Modoc Rock Shelter which is on the Register and a
number of other prehistoric sites which are in the I11inois Archeological
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Historic French Colonial District should be included on the
National Register because that action will tie together several National
Register properties and other properties and areas which deserve Register
protection. Inclusion on the Register will also add emphasis to the
importance that area has played in the history of Illinois.

The area encompassed by the proposed district is extremely rich in
history of national significance. Aside from the archeological evidence
found at Modoc Rock Shelter, physical evidence documenting the enfluence
of the French in the area also is abundent. French influence is ex-
tremely important and at one time French power in this area surpassed
that of New Orleans. The major histeorical connection relating to American
history however, is that this area was the western-most theater of the
Revolutionary War and thereby gains increased evidence as the Bi-Centennial
Year apprcaches.

The sites within the district that have already been put on the
National Register will gain greater significance when viewed as part of
an historic district. The addition of this district to the National
Register will go far towards protecting the area from federal development
and will be a great spur and incentive for the local people to improve
what they already have,

Ir short, there is no area in Illinois which deserves district
nomination more than the Historic French Colonial District.in Monroe and
Randolph Counties.
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Key to Maps

1. Fort Chartres I - Laurens site R-125. Possible first Fort site
and location of part of French village of Chartres.

2. Fort Chartres II R-126, possible location of Fort II

3. Fort Chartres III R-127

4, Church of Ste. Anne - local tradition

5. Crozat's Fortlet 7 based on maps of period

6. Fort Chartres Landing

7. Former site of town of St. Phillipe, destroyed by river
8. Michigamea Indian reservation (boundry)

10. Waterman site, R 122, Michigamea Indian village ca. 175%-1765
11. Henke site Mo-308, probable Indian village, Peoria?

12. Kolmer site R-150, Michigamea Indian village 1722-1752
13. Site of 0ld Prairie du Rocher

14, Well of old town

15. Possible site of Jesuit Windmill

16. Modoc Rock Shelter

18. Watermill _

19. Kaskaskia-Cahokia Trail, from maps, ground survey by above
20. Old Ox Road, same

2%. Kaskaskia - Prairie du Rocher -~ Cahokisa trail, same

27. Big Spring

25. Lower town of 0ld Chartre, based on maps

27. Indian Kaskaskia

28. French Kaskaskia

29. Fort Kaskaskia

20. Menard House
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