


Switzerland - 26 cantons - 4 languages



Production, importation and consumption of wine in Switzerland
White wines



Production, importation and consumption of wine in Switzerland
Red wines



Importations and exportations 

1%
of the wines

produced

60%
of the wines
consumed



VaudVaud
3811 ha3811 ha

GenGenèèveve
1438 ha1438 ha

GermanGerman
SwitzerlandSwitzerland

26492649 haha
TroisTrois--LacsLacs

960 ha960 ha

ValaisValais 50015001 haha TicinoTicino 10611061 haha

14’920 hectares
204 grape varieties 



Main grape varieties in Switzerland



Historical origin
Burgundy

First mention in CH
Late 18th

Etymology
Pigna = pine cone

Surface today in CH
4332 ha

Pinot Noir

Pinot Noir
[clone 9-18] 

Blauburgunder
or 

Clevener
[clone 2-45]



Historical origin
Leman Lake

First mention in CH
1716

Etymology
Village near Mâcon (F)

Surface today in CH
3994 ha

Chasselas

Chasselas

Gutedel

Fendant



Chasselas

Places Surfaces (ha)
World 35’000
Romania 13’000
 Switzerland 3’394
 Vaud 2’320
 Valais 1’013

Germany 1’000



Chasselas de 
Fontainebleau

Main synonyms of ‘Chasselas’

Chasselas de 
Moissac

Fendant, 
Giclet

Gutedel

Abélone

Mornen Blanc

Junker
Féher Fabianzölö

White van
der Iaan

Plemenka

Pruskawa



Cradle of ‘Chasselas’
Vouillamoz & Arnold (2009)

« Etude historico-génétique de l’origine du ‘Chasselas’ »
Revue Suisse de Vitic Arboric Hortic

Genetics

History

Leman Lake



Historical origin
Burgundy

First mention in CH
Early 19th

Etymology
Village in the Côte d’Or (F)

Surface today in CH
1471 ha

Gamay

Dôle =
Pinot + Gamay



Historical origin
Bordeaux

First mention in CH
End 19th

Etymology
Merle = Blackbird

Surface today in CH
1068 ha

Merlot

1906



Historical origin
Burgundy

First mention in CH
Early 20th

Etymology
Village in the 

Saône-et-Loire (F)

Surface today in CH
342 ha

Chardonnay



Heida
Visperterminen (1100 m) since 1586

Heida = Païen = Savagnin = Traminer = Gewürztraminer



Historical origin
Hermitage

First mention in CH
1845

Etymology
Marsanne near 

Montélimar in the Drôme

Surface today in CH
48 ha

Marsanne = Ermitage



Historical origin
Isère (F)

First mention in CH
1921 in Valais

Etymology
serus = late ripening

Surface today in CH
185 ha

Syrah



Syrah 2001 tasting – Grand Jury Européen (2007)

Rank  Wine  Producer  Region  Country 
1  Syrah Vieilles Vignes  Simon Maye & fils  Valais  Switzerland 
2  Syrah Encre de la Terre Claudy Clavien  Valais  Switzerland 
3  Syrah Les Evouettes  Marco et François Grognuz Valais  Switzerland 
4  Syrah Quintessence  Benoît Dorsaz  Valais  Switzerland 
5  Crozes Guiraude  Alain Graillot  Crozes‐Hermitage France 
6  Crozes Clos des Grives  Domaine Combier  Crozes‐Hermitage France 
7  M  Denis Mercier  Valais  Switzerland 
8  Midnight Oil  Manred Krankl  California  USA 
9  Pré des Pierres  Didier Joris  Valais  Switzerland 
10  Côte‐Rôtie  Domaine Jamet  Côte‐Rôtie  France 
… 
16  Grandes Places  Domaine Gérin  Côte‐Rôtie  France 
24  La Turque  Guigal  Côte‐Rôtie  France 
25  Descendant  Torbrek  Barossa Valley  Australia 
34  Astralis  Clarendon Hills  South Australia  Australia 



Recent crossings @  Agroscope National Research Station

Variety Crossing Year Ha Aim

Charmont Chasselas × Chardonnay 1965 10  sugar in Chasselas

Doral Chasselas × Chardonnay 1965 33  sugar in Chasselas

Gamaret Reichensteiner × Gamay 1970 403  anthocyans and resistance to Botrytis

Garanoir Reichensteiner × Gamay 1970 215  anthocyans and resistance to Botrytis

Mara Reichensteiner × Gamay 1970 6  anthocyans and resistance to Botrytis

Diolinoir Pinot Noir × Robin Noir 1970 115  anthocyans

Galotta Ancellotta × Gamay 1981 25  anthocyans

Carminoir Cabernet Sauvignon × Pinot Noir 1982 11  ripeness and resistance to Botrytis

Divico Gamaret × Bronner 1996 ?  resistance to Botrytis, Powdery Mildew, Downey 
Mildew



Amigne, Arvine, 
Eyholzer Rote, 

Gros Bourgogne, 
Himbertscha, 

Humagne Blanc, 
Lafnetscha, Rèze, 

Rouge de Fully,
Rouge du Pays 

Chasselas 

Completer 

Hitzkircher 

Räuschling Weiss 

Schwarze Erlenbacher 

Bondola, 
Bondoletta 

3994 ha 387 ha
2.6 %

17 varieties indigenous to Switzerland



„Petite“ Arvine
Historical origin

Valais
First mention in CH

1602

Etymology
Arvena = newcomer

Surface today in CH
157 ha



Cornalin/Rouge du Pays
Historical origin

Aosta
First mention in CH

1878 in Valais

Etymology
Corniola = Cornelian cherry

Surface today in CH
122 ha



Dramatic vineyards
Vaud – Lavaux UNESCO heritage Valais

Ticino ZurichHigh cost of labour
1000-1500 hrs/ha

[Bordeaux 300 hrs/ha]



25

VALAIS



26

VAUD



27

GENEVA



28

NEUCHATEL / 3 LACS



29

GRAUBUNDEN



30

TICINO



Promotion in Switzerland: labels

Swiss quality , tradition, ecology

Integrated production (85%) Organic viticulture (5%)



Promotion in Switzerland: tastings



Promotion in Switzerland: competitions



Quotes from abroad

 Jancis Robinson (Oxford Companion to Wine)
Fragrant whites and some increasingly concentrated reds from three 
very different cultures

 Eric Asimov (New York Times)
I’m glad that I live in a place where wine shops actually sell Swiss 
wines. But they are expensive.

 Andreas Larsson (Best sommelier of the world 2007)
Swiss wine has been a “well-kept secret” for a long time

 Jamie Goode (Wine Anorak)
Swiss wines are definitely underappreciated outside Switzerland



Swiss wines in the Wine Advocate

Domaine des Muses Pierre-Luc Leyvraz Blaise Duboux Kopp von der Krone Visini



Swiss Wine Grand Tasting
By Shirley Ann Amberg & Gilles Besse
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Flight 1  Wine 1

Chasselas Vase n°10

Domaine Mermetus, Arand-Vilette
Vaud AOC

90 points Paolo Basso
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Flight 1 Wine 2

Grand Cru du Brez 2009

Kursner Vins Féchy
Vaud AOC

91 points Paolo Basso
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Flight 2 Wine 1

Chardonnay 2010

Domaine des Balisiers, Peney
Geneva AOC

91 points Paolo Basso



41

Flight 2 Wine 2

Sauvignon gris Le Savant 2012

La cave de Genève
Geneva AOC

89 points Paolo Basso



42

Flight 3 Wine 1

Petite Arvine de Molignon Les Pyramides 2012, 

Family Adrian&Diego Mathier, Salquenen, 
Valais AOC

94 points Paolo Basso



43

Flight 3 Wine 2

Païen 2012, 

Cave Ardévaz, Chamoson
Valais AOC

92 points Paolo Basso



44

Flight 4 Wine 1

Pinot Noir Hauterive 2011

La maison Carrée, Auvernier
Neuchâtel AOC

89 points Paolo Basso



45

Flight 4 Wine 2

Pinot Noir Grond 2011

Weingut Davaz
Fläsch, Graubunden AOC

91 points Paolo Basso



46

Flight 4 Wine 3

Pinot Noir Barrique

Annatina Pellizati
Graubünden AOC

90 points Paolo Basso



47

Flight 5 Wine 1

Cayas, Syrah du Valais 2009, 

Family Jean-René Germanier,Vétroz
Valais AOC

96 points Paolo Basso



48

TICINO REGION

Rosso dei Ronchi 2009

Cantina Monti, Cademario
Ticino AOC

94 points Paolo Basso



49

VALAIS REGION

Domaine Tourbillon 2009

Provins, Sion
Valais AOC

90 points Paolo Basso



THANK YOU !


