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ABSTRACT

TITLE OF THESIS
THE POLITICAL ANALYSIS OF “PEACE REFERENDUM” HELD BY TAIWAN IN 2004
by
CHEN, CHIN-JUN

July 2005

ADVISOR(S): Dr. CHAO, YUNG-MAU
DEPARTMENT: POLITICAL SCIENCE

MAJOR : GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS
DEGREE: MASTER OF ARTS

I ssues on referendum concern much the history of the national identity in Taiwan. In the
late 1940's, the exiled government of Liao Wun-yi in Japan called for having a referendum to
decide whether Taiwan should be entrusted to the United Nations or not. The booming of
social movements and community, movements on the island in 1980’s |ed to establishment of
local referendums. It came again to the enthusiastic promoters of referendum that President
Chen should hold a national referendum on the issue of the 4™ nuclear power plant as soon as
Democratic Progressive Party won the Presidential election in the year of 2000. The
Referendum Act, which gives people the rights of initiative and referendum was finally
passed by the legislature on November 27, 2003 and becomes a milestone in the Taiwanese
democratic development. President Chen Shui-bian declared his government would hold a
preventive referendum under the 17" article of the Referendum Act along with the
Presidential election in 2004. The resulting political controversy of this so-called “Peace
Referendum” should be examined not only in views of domestic factors and competition
among political parties, but also in views of international factors. And the influence that this
referendum has had on the Taipei-Washington-Beijing relations is considered the key among
them. The perspective of “Peace Referendum” isin the legidative level aswell asin national
security level when facing international pressure. In addition to domestic and foreign factors,
President Chen'’s personal will and belief asserted in the decision-making processis also
considered, in the case of “Peace Referendum,” as the third factor.

Thisthesisisthe latest and the most throughout one to research for the unique history,
development and experience of Taiwan’s pursuit for the establishment of referendum, and it is
also the only in-depth study on the issues of “Peace Referendum” in respect of its motive,
value, decision-making process, domestic and foreign influences, and strategy.
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