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					Welcome to National Teams of Ice Hockey.


The website contains general information about your national ice hockey teams from around the world. Video Hi-lites of International Ice Hockey, News, Scores and Schedules to upcoming games and all International Tournaments. One Game One World Ice Hockey.
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			Three tournaments of the IIHF Ice Hockey Challenge Cup of Asia will be played in the upcoming weeks. The 2016 IIHF Ice Hockey Challenge Cup of Asia in Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates, will make the start and will be played from 12 to 18 March.


			The Challenge Cup of Asia was created eight years ago to give Asian countries that are not in the World Championship program, or that play in the lowest division, a chance to compete amongst each other and help develop ice hockey in more Asian countries.


			One year ago Chinese Taipei won the tournament on home ice thanks to a tight 5-4 victory against the United Arab Emirates. This year the Emirati are looking for revenge on home ice against the defending champion. The other teams in the round-robin tournament are Mongolia, Thailand and Singapore.


			Thanks to the growing number of participants, the Challenge Cup of Asia will again be played with two tiers with the 2016 IIHF Ice Hockey Challenge Cup of Asia Division I taking place in Bishkek from 9 to 14 April. Macau, host country Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, India and for the first time Qatar will play for promotion in the five-team tournament.


			Also the 2016 IIHF Ice Hockey Women’s Challenge Cup of Asia Division I will be played for the third time with the aim at giving women’s national teams from countries not already competing in the Women’s World Championship program a chance to play.


			The event will take place in Taipei City from 21 to 26 March with host Chinese Taipei, Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia and India. For Malaysia and India it will be the first time a women’s hockey national team will compete internationally.

			

			Tournament Page
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			If anyone of Malaysian descent has ever played in the NHL Jonathan Ang is not aware of him.


			Malaysia does have a national ice hockey team that competes against other nations in Southeast Asia but it's certainly not a country one thinks of when speaking of ice hockey. Field hockey is a different story as it's a Top 15 nation in the world.


			It's from this background Ang's parents Michael and Mary Ann were born before emigrating to Canada as children. Mary Ann's family originally settled in Lindsay. Michael was educated in England and the couple made Markham their home where Jonathan has lived his entire life.


			While his parents speak Malaysian and they do eat food from their cultural background, Jonathan doesn't speak the language, has never been to Malaysia and admits he doesn't know a lot about the country. His upbringing is pretty typically Canadian, he said.


			The youngest of four children, his siblings are 10 to 13 years older than him, Jonathan said his father put him in skates at age two.


			"My dad just stuck me on the ice and said, 'Here, go skate,' I can't say I remember that particular moment but he put me on the ice really young and put me in house league really young, too," said Ang, whose brother Jordan, 31, also played rep hockey up until minor midget and his sister Jessica, 28, also played. Michelle, 30, never played.


			Ang also played lacrosse up until minor midget for the Markham Thunder. He enjoyed the sport but hockey is his passion.


			"There is something about hockey I just love," Ang said. "I love coming to the rink and being on the ice. When I was young I wasn't that bad at hockey, I'd like to think I was good, and that's the main reason I kept going."


			His earliest memory of Peterborough was winning a minor hockey tournament, he believes at the AE level, in novice.


			He was always among the best players on his team growing up and the Petes made Ang their first pick, ninth overall in the 2014 OHL draft. He had 10 goals and 20 points as a rookie and in his second season is closing in on doubling his points production this year with 14 goals and 21 assists for 35 points in 51 games. He's improved from a -20 rating last year to -3.


			He's ranked 137th among North American prospects by NHL Central Scouting for the June NHL draft. He's rated 66th in the world by TSN analyst and former NHL GM Craig Button.


			"Ask anybody and they'll say they want to get better and that's my main goal," Ang said, of his sophomore season.


			Petes coach Jody Hull is pleased with Ang's progression.


			"He's probably right where he should be," Hull said. "He's getting lots of opportunities and opportunities to score goals and they're just not going in the net for him. He's got 14 goals and could easily have 25 to 30. He's a guy who is playing in every situation for us - five-on-five, power play, penalty kill, four-on-four, overtime, shootouts. It's just a matter of time before he really takes off as a player."
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			The UAE’s ice hockey team swept their way to the Gulf Cup title last week in Doha, winning every game without conceding a point.


			They have now won all four stagings of the tournament while the Emirati defender Mohammed Al Shamsi bagged the MVP award and Ahmed Al Dhaheri the Best Goalkeeper.


			The UAE got the better of hosts Qatar 5-0 in the final, and Kuwait, the losing finalists in the previous three championships, edged out Oman 5-4 in the play-off for third.


			The national team coach Christophe Kovago is already looking ahead to the next challenge when they host the IIHF Challenge Cup of Asia in Abu Dhabi from March 12 to 18. They will take on Chinese Taipei, Mongolia, Thailand, Kuwait and Singapore.


			“Winning the regional title was a good result and for sure will do a world of good to the confidence of the players,” he said.


			“But this wasn’t unexpected. The bigger task will be to prepare for the continental championship and that’s a big step up from the regional event.


			“We made a lot of mistakes at the regional championship and now have a lot of grey areas to work on. This is what we intend to do in the lead-up to the Asian Challenge Cup.”


			The UAE topped the league round defeating Qatar 10-0, Oman 8-0 and Kuwait 7-0 before a 5-0 result over Oman in the semi-final.


			“The success we have had in the regional championship is the result of the continued development work of our federation in collaboration with the IIHF [International Ice Hockey Federation],” said Khaled Al Qubaisi, the former UAE goalkeeper and now the team manager.


			“The players deserve praise for their excellent performance in winning the Gulf Cup.


			“Of course the UAE are placed much higher than the rest of the Gulf sides but winning any competition so convincingly, as they have done in Doha, is credit to the players and the technical staff.


			“We are also aware that the other Gulf teams have their own development programmes and we could see that from the results. Kuwait were second best in the region for a long time and they were beaten by Qatar for second place for the first time in this competition.


			“Anyway, the Gulf Cup provided us with a good idea of what needs to be done ahead of the continental championship.


			“The focus from now on would be on our preparation for this championship and then the World Cup Division III in Turkey from March 31 to April 9.”
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			Till early turn of the century, ice hockey players in the country had to depend on two Chinese brothers who sold skates for a living on the borders of India. Today, the situation has undergone a great change in the country thanks to one passionate person, Adam Craig Sherlips, coaching director and former coach of the Indian Ice hockey team. Sherlips, who was in Kochi recently to mentor students as part of a training camp, believes that the high altitude lakes and frozen streams which highlight the beauty of the North Indian landscapes provide one of the better training grounds for ice hockey. Given the space and exposure, he says, India can produce one of the finest teams in Asia and even the world, in a gap of several years

			“There are at least 2,000 people in India who are very passionate about the game and love it no differently than their western counterparts. This is what encourages coaches like me to mentor more and more Indians,” says the North American native.


			However, he adds that India still has a long way to go since even today, players are finding it difficult to procure equipments and also match the International standards of how the game is played. This is where initiatives like Hockey Foundation’s ‘Hockey Volunteer’ headed by Sherlips has made a difference. “We ensure that equipments reach places in Ladakh, Shimla and Dehradun where the game is played the most. Our aim is to encourage growth of ice hockey in non-traditional regions along with collaborating with people and organisations who feel passionate about ice hockey. I make sure that our players are exposed to talks by international coaches who are well versed and experienced in the game,” he says and adds that the Foundation is mainly focused in promoting the game to children and youth.


			The National Ice hockey team which won its first international ice hockey game in 2012 is comprised of 20 players with twelve forwards, six defence and two goaltenders. The players are all from Ladakh, Shimla and Delhi.


			Sherlips’ spirit for the game and his coaching methods have been featured in several documentaries in Europe and North America.
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			The United Arab Emirates remain as the only champions ever at the Gulf Cup hockey tournament, beating Qatar 5-0 to grab their fourth title at the event.


			The margin of victory saw Qatar play a little stronger defensively, as UAE took a 10-0 victory over Qatar in the opening game of the tournament. The Emirates knew they weren’t going to struggle in Doha over the past few days, having won the three previous Gulf Cup tournaments.


			Outside of the Gulf Cup, UAE has won three previous gold medals in IIHF action, with two titles at the Challenge Cup of Asia and a lone title at the 2008 Arab Cup. In 2010, the team became the first from an Arab nation to play in IIHF World Championship competition, where the team still currently sits in Division III, the lowest of any division.


			For Qatar, the loss at home still proved to be a sign of success. For the new hockey nation, Qatar’s silver medal is the best result of their short hockey life span. Back in 2014, Qatar beat Oman 7-2 in the bronze medal game, grabbing their first ever medal after just their first victory at the tournament.
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			A multi-year plan to develop ice hockey in the Balkans has been proposed by the Ice Hockey Federation of Slovenia (IHFS).


			Held in collaboration with the International Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF), the Slovenians hosted a meeting with members of ice hockey associations from countries from around the region.


			Each of the participants was invited to present a summary of the state of the sport in their country, while suggesting ideas for possible co-operation as they seek to improve the standard of the younger age groups.


			It was determined that the key issues facing the nations were a lack of appropriate infrastructure and finances.


			The IHFS presented a proposal to establish a Balkan ice hockey academy, with the aim to develop coaching and other support staff, as well as aiding the next generation of ice hockey players.


			Staging more development camps was also targeted, which would put focus on players at the most earliest stages of their careers.


			Additionally the IHFS, whose men’s team are the highest ranked in the region as the world number 14, also floated the idea of creating a national ice hockey development centre.


			The centre would have advanced technology to enable quality development of ice hockey players and ice hockey experts.


			“Today's meeting represents a first step to approach ice hockey development within the region in a systematic and organised way,” said IHFS president Matjaz Rakovec.


			“I hope the IIHF will look favourably on the proposed initiatives.”


			The meeting was attended by IIHF Council member Henrik Bach Nielsen, as the governing body looks to receive feedback from Balkan nations as they seek to develop ice hockey in the region.
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			The Canadian man who once helped basketball hall of famer Dennis Rodman get into North Korea now wants to bring former NHL players into the isolated country to play hockey.


			More than a decade in the making, the 2016 Pyongyang International Friendship Ice Hockey Exhibition will bring a group of professional and amateur players to Pyongyang in March for a rare international match on North Korean soil.


			Michael Spavor, an Albertan who has made a career out of connecting the secluded country with the outside world, won’t say which NHL stars are coming – only that some players have shown interest and that the final game will be against the North Korean men’s national team.


			The tournament comes at a time of increased tension on the Korean Peninsula, as the United States lobbies China to support stricter sanctions for North Korea after it tested a weapon it described as a more powerful nuclear bomb. International condemnation has also been mounting against the country, with the United Nations General Assembly voting in December to decry its “systematic, widespread and gross violations of human rights.”


			Mr. Spavor calls the match an opportunity to use “hockey as a medium to develop friendship, trust and genuine cultural exchange” – at least for those willing to pay. The options range from a $3,200 short trip to a nine-day $8,900 VIP package with first-class airfare from Beijing on North Korea’s Air Koryo and an excursion to the country’s “mysteriously fragrant” mountains.


			For the Canadians who go, it will be a chance to reclaim some of the Maple Leaf’s lost glory in North Korea.


			Foreign hockey teams have visited the country at least three times in the past eight years – two of them clubs stacked with Canadian expats living in Beijing and Tokyo, the third a Swiss team that brought along a Canadian player.


			Their record: five losses and one win.


			Only the Swiss club posted a victory. In a two-game set in 2012, they lost the first in part over worries about “how tolerant they were with us scoring many goals,” said Curtis Dracz, the sole Canadian. But after a discussion with their hosts, the visiting players determined they were, in fact, allowed – and even expected – to win.


			“The second game, we went with our full force and played full contact and we beat them,” Mr. Dracz said.


			Russian and Chinese workers introduced hockey to North Korea in the 1950s. Today the country counts more than 1,500 hockey players, more per capita than its southern neighbour. It has a dozen outdoor rinks and three indoor sheets.


			Mr. Dracz said the team he played put on a disciplined, fast-skating, Soviet-style game – “very structured and patterned,” but not especially creative. Journalist Peter Cox likened the play to “Jacques Lemaire’s Devils and Wild teams” when he watched the North Korean men’s team in the 2013 Cape Town IIHF World Championship Division III.


			The team lost only one game in the round robin and has since risen to Division IIB, ranked 42nd in the world, while the women play in Division IIA and are ranked 27th.


			Mr. Spavor first encountered North Korean hockey in 2005, while living in the country for six months as a teacher. A friend noticed a poster advertising a tournament. The games were free, and as Mr. Spavor sat in the stands he felt like he had stumbled on buried treasure.


			“How many people know there’s an active and quite professional and skilled hockey program in the DPRK?” he said, using the name the country calls itself, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.


			He got to thinking about arranging a friendly hockey match, and the idea never left him as he built a business connecting the country with the outside world. In 2013, he smoothed the way for Mr. Rodman’s second “basketball diplomacy tour” to Pyongyang.


			Being Canadian, it was Mr. Spavor local officials turned to with the idea of setting up a hockey exchange.


			Final plans for the tournament are being made even as Hyeon Soo Lim, a Canadian pastor, remains imprisoned in North Korea, serving a life sentence with hard labour. Rev. Lim was detained early last year.


			Mr. Spavor said it would be “inappropriate” for him to comment on Rev. Lim or Otto Frederick Warmbier, an American student detained this month. “Travel to the DPRK does involve certain sensitivities, and we provide a thorough safety briefing addressing local rules before entering the country,” Mr. Spavor said in a statement.


			For years, sports have formed one of the few bridges to the isolated country, which has permitted foreigners to enter for bike tours, frisbee and golf tournaments and a series of friendly soccer, cricket, volleyball and basketball matches. An annual marathon is now in its third year, and some 500 people have signed up for the April run. Foreign countries have been part of broader athletic exchanges, too: North Korean figure skaters have trained in Canada.


			Between 5,000 and 7,000 Western tourists now visit North Korea every year.


			Mr. Spavor has timed the Pyongyang hockey tournament to take place just before the IIHF World Championship in Mexico, to help the North Korean team prepare.


			“We are bringing over some trainers to do some training,” he said. “We’re interested in anyone who wants to support or collaborate or volunteer for this.”


			At least some of the March games will be played at the Pyongyang Ice Rink, a 6,000-seat arena that resembles a giant concrete tepee. An outdoor match may also be possible – a kind of North Korean winter classic – but that and other details remain to be finalized, including the number of foreign and local teams and the tournament format.


			Mr. Spavor is working to pair the tournament with a charitable cause and has issued a call for donations of specialized athletic equipment for people with disabilities or money to buy it from Chinese suppliers. He is looking for more players, too.


			“I hope this has a mass appeal to Canadians,” he said.


			Besides, he says, after weeks of tension following North Korea’s Jan. 6 nuclear test, “one might argue this is a particularly good time to build some relationships and trust.”


			Still, not everyone is interested in going – including Mr. Dracz.


			He loved playing hockey in Pyongyang, but the trip inspired an interest in North Korea that led him to read more about the country.


			“I think it opened my eyes a lot,” he said. “Seeing their nation and what they do and I guess the negative attributes that they bring, it’s something I’m not quite one to support.”
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			Mexico won the World Ice Hockey Championship U-20 held at the Ice Dome of the capital Mexco Cioty,  after closing with a 9-2 victory over South Africa on Sunday, which won promotion to Division II B.

			

			Despite losing one game the Mexican team had already secured the gold with the best record and today confirmed it with a win over the weakest team in the tournament South Africa. The African team failed to get a single victory in six games and finished last.

			

			Mexico played without pressure despite having had a very exhausting tournament, The boys played more relaxed because they had the tiebreaker in their favor, and came out playing hard from the start  to the finish. The first period Mexico was ahead 4-0.

			

			The second period the score became 6-1, and at last period, the party was on with three more goals, while South Africa managed to put the puck in the net once again, Mexico ended with a win and tournament gold.

			

			On the final day of play there was a meeting for third place, which went to New Zealand, who beat Iceland 5-2 and Israel overcame Turkey 6-2.

			

			The final standings ended with Mexico (15 points), second to Bulgaria (12), third was New Zealand (12) and then Israel (10), Iceland (8), Turkey (6) and South Africa (0 points).
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			Romania defeated Spain 6-5 in a wild game on the final day to claim the 2016 IIHF Ice Hockey U20 World Championship Division II Group B.Zoltan Sandor had the tournament winner late in the third, the last of six goals scored in the period as Spain came back from a 3-2 deficit to go up 5-4, only to give up a goal and then a two-man advantage that set up Sandor’s goal. 

			Coming into the third period down 3-2, Spain equalized early on with a power play goal from Oriol Rubio, assisted from Alfonso Garcia. The team struck again thanks to a score from Pablo Pantoja, a goal that was initially waved off but then reversed by the officials. 


			But the Romanians weren’t daunted and tied the game up with just under nine minutes to go. On a rush Robert Gyorgy made great dangle on the Spanish defender, giving himself enough space to pass the puck to Sandor coming down the wing for a one-time shot and the 4-4 tie.


			But Spain answered just thirty seconds later with a goal from Andres Palacios, who got the puck back on his own rebound and managed to push it past sprawled Romanian goalie Attor Adorjan for the 5-4 lead. The craziness continued as Romania tied things up yet again with a point shot from Istvan Gereb, his third goal of the game.


			Disaster then struck for Spain as a high sticking penalty on Spain’s Imanol Lasuen with 5:10 to go was followed up by a delay of game penalty on Palacios for clearing the puck out of bounds, putting the team down two men in the dying minutes of the game. On the two-man advantage Norbert Rokaly got the puck behind the Spanish net and found Sandor beside the right post for the go-ahead goal with 3:31 left on the clock.  


			The Romanians kept up the pressure, and Sandor’s second goal of the game turned out to be the tournament winner for the Romanians, who rushed Adorjan in celebration as the team earned promotion to Group A, while a crushed Spanish team finished in second place for the third year in a row.


			Romania, which was relegated from Group A last season, went into its final round robin game against Spain having put up four wins and 31 goals in four games, but sitting just one point behind the undefeated Spaniards in the standings after needing overtime to put away the host team Serbia in earlier in the tournament.


			Spain meanwhile had cruised through the field and was anxious to finally earn promotion after two straight second-place finishes in Division IIB.  


			Romania’s Rokaly brothers, 20-year-old Norbert and 17-year-old Szilard, came out firing in the first period, setting up Istvan Gereb for a goal 3:05 into the game. The two forwards finished atop the tournament scoring table (5G, 14 A for Norbert and 6G, 6A for Szilard).  


			Gereb’s goal was followed up two minutes later with a nice solo effort from Norbert, who stole the puck in the neutral zone and blew past the Spanish defence on a breakaway, finishing off goaltender with a backhand deke.


			The Spaniards answered late in the first with a goal from Pablo Pantoja on a two-man advantage, but on the power play Romania went back up by two early in the second period, Erod Antal getting the puck to the slot where Gereb scored his second goal of the game with a backhand shot.


			Penalty trouble dogged Spain’s comeback attempts in the second period, as the team wasn’t able to put any pressure on goaltender Attila Adorjan. But a late two-on-one rush with just under two minutes to go in the frame cut the lead to one going into the final period.


			The team’s inability to stay out of the box at crucial times came back to haunt Spain in the third, and Romania capitalized with Sandor’s tournament-winning goal.
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			The International Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF) has chosen Spain to replace Turkey as hosts of next month's 2016 IIHF Ice Hockey Women's World Championships, the Doğan news agency said, with the change reportedly made due to terrorism concerns.


			According to Doğan, the managing board of the IIHF awarded hosting rights to Spain during a meeting last Friday and informed the Turkish Ice Hockey Federation on Sunday.


			The decision, based on the championships scheduled to be held in Ankara between Feb. 29 and March 6, was reportedly made due to the terrorism concerns.


			Doğan also reported that the Turkish Ice Hockey Federation objected to the decision and brought the matter to the Sports Ministry; however, despite the ministry's intervention, the objection was not accepted by the IIHF. The federation's website still shows Turkey as the host of the championships and Doğan claimed that it will be releasing a statement on the issue soon.


			Security concerns were once again thrust onto Turkey's agenda after a suicide bomber blew himself up among tourists visiting İstanbul's popular sights on Jan. 12 while standing in front of The Obelisk of Theodosius, killing 10 German tourists and injuring 15 others.
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			South Florida is known for a lot of things.


			Sunny weather? Sure. Beaches? Definitely. Large retiree community? It’s always been there.


			Although South Florida has the reputation for being a popular place to retire, it’s the only area of the United States where 43-year-old hockey players remain active.


			Jaromir Jagr, perhaps you’ve heard about. Darius Kasparaitis, Jagr’s former teammate with the Pittsburgh Penguins and New York Rangers and fellow member of the 43-year-olds club, you may have forgotten.


			Although it’s been nine years since he last played in the NHL and seven since he finished his professional career in the Kontinental Hockey League, Kasparaitis has resumed training from his Miami home in preparation of taking one last kick at the can with the Lithuanian national team.


			It can’t really be called a comeback as much as trying to fulfill one final wish to represent his home country in an international tournament. Kasparaitis spent the prime of his career representing Russia and the Soviet Union internationally, rather than his native Lithuania.


			Kasparaitis’ decision to primarily represent Russia occurred immediately before the 1992 Olympics, where players from the Soviet national team were allowed to compete together for the final time a few weeks after the Soviet Union collapsed. Having represented the Soviet Union the prior four years in an era when all Lithuanian-born athletes were part of the Soviet sport system, a then 19-year-old Kasparaitis chose to remain with his teammates to represent the Russian “Unified Team” at the Albertville Olympics and not join the Lithuanian program that was re-established in early 1992.


			“1992 Olympics, I had a choice to walk away from the Olympic Games right before the Olympics to represent Lithuania or play for Russia in Olympics,” Kasparaitis recently told The Hockey News. “At the time, there had been no team in Lithuania, there was no hockey.


			“I had a choice to play in Olympics (for Russia) or represent Lithuania (not in the Olympics). I made a choice to play on the highest level.”


			The Unified Team that went to Albertville was one of the most dominant teams in Olympic history. It steamrolled its competition and defeated Canada – led by a young Eric Lindros – to win gold, serving as the launching point for several notable NHL careers, including that of Kasparaitis.


			From there, Kasparaitis left Dynamo Moscow – a KGB-sponsored club that he joined shortly after first arriving in Russia at age 14 – the following fall to join the New York Islanders, where he forged a reputation as one of the most feared bodychecking defensemen in the NHL.


			Kasparaitis solidified this reputation after leaving the Islanders throughout a 14-year career that included stops with the Pittsburgh Penguins, Colorado Avalanche and New York Rangers, as well as several appearances with the Russian national team.


			“I played in three more Olympics representing Russia,” Kasparaitis said. “In the back of my mind, I always had it that maybe one day I play for Team Lithuania in at least one game in some kind of official tournament.”


			Besides having to work himself back into playing shape after spending the better half of a decade out of hockey, Kasparaitis is balancing a real estate career in South Florida with being the father of five children, four of whom are under the age of seven.


			Not to mention, for Kasparaitis to play for Lithuania after years of representing Russia, he’s had to travel to Lithuania each of the past two years to participate in local games to acquire eligibility.


			“You have to wait five years after you represented another country originally,” Kasparaitis said. “Then I’d have to play in a local championships in Lithuania for three years to qualify. I go to Lithuania once a year, twice a year to play in a national championship. Get a few games under my belt. I have to play one more year. The team I represent is called the Hockey Punks.”


			Taking the road back to notable international competition on a team called the Hockey Punks?


			“The level, it’s not bad,” Kasparaitis said. “But if I can still play after being retired from hockey almost seven years and score goals (Kasparaitis has two goals in two games with the Hockey Punks), which I never did in any league… it’s not the most high-level hockey. If I go on higher level and represent the national team of Lithuania, we’d play against younger (better) guys.”


			Kasparaitis doesn’t intend to suit up against NHL players in the Olympics again or anything like that. In fact, Lithuania has to win two four-team tournaments to even qualify for the 2018 Olympics, starting next month in Budapest, Hungary.


			Kasparaitis won’t be eligible in time to play in February’s Olympic qualifiers. He’s more aiming for a world championships in 2017 or 2018, even if it’s in the B or C division.


			“I think if I really want to do it, it’s possible,” Kasparaitis said. “But time is ticking. With family, kids, it’s getting harder to come back. I probably have to lose 40 pounds. I play in Miami. We have lunch hockey and I play there maybe 2-3 times per week.


			“If everything goes well, I hope I can make my dream come true and represent Lithuania in one official tournament.”

			



 

 
										

										

											
												
			[image: PGLlogo]

			PRAHA Jeden je rodilý Brazilec, druhý je Kanaďan, třetí Američan, čtvrtý pochází z Mosambiku, ten další je učitelem v Nizozemsku, jiný létá tryskáčem po Evropě a ten další zase komentuje NHL. Všechny ale spojuje jedna věc, láska k portugalskému hokeji. Sportu, který není ani zaregistrován v rámci Mezinárodní hokejové federace, protože se v Portugalsku nenachází hokejová hala.


			I když pocházejí ze všech koutů světa, nadchlo je se scházet jednou dvakrát do roka, aby se poměřili s amatérskými týmy. Tedy stejným, jakým jsou sami.


			Loni v lednu proto pozvali do býčí arény ve městě Elvas na portugalsko-španělském pomezí amatérský výběr Česka, který sestavil náš velvyslanec v Lisabonu Stanislav Kázecký.


			„Potkal jsem se náhodou s Mauríciem Xavierem, tedy mužem, který hokej v Portugalsku propaguje a komentuje pro místní televizi NHL. Slovo dalo slovo a domluvili jsme se na společném dvojzápase,“ řekl serveru Lidovky.cz Kázecký.


			„Oni ale mají velkou nevýhodu v tom, že tam hokej nemá tradice, a je tak pro ně těžké získat peníze, aby se v Portugalsku mohla postavit hokejová hala. I proto nemůžou být organizovaní v IIHF,“ dodal cesky velvyslanec.Fotbal nemáme vůbec rádi


			Když se loni v Elvasu zápas proti Českým lvům odehrál, mělo to v Portugalsku velký ohlas. Dokonce takový, že se fotky objevily na titulní straně tamního sportovního deníku.


			„Ten dopad byl obrovský. Já se svými kamarády jsme se dostali vedle Cristiana Ronalda a to se málokomu povede i u nás,“ smál se Kázecký.


			„Ale Ronalda a fotbal my vůbec nemáme rádi. Říkáme, že je to sport pro ‚buzeranty‘. Nás baví se srážet. Tahle hra je mnohem rychlejší, padá v ní víc gólů, prostě je super,“ rozplýval se Xavier.


			Vedle toho, že komentuje NHL, tak stál u založení portugalského hokejového svazu.


			„Není to ale jednoduché někoho přesvědčit, aby nám dal peníze na halu. Ten zápas s českým týmem nám ale pomohl. Věc se dala do pohybu a už se rýsuje plán, že halu v Lisabonu postavíme,“ přiznal Xavier.


			Jdeme každým zápasem nahoru


			I když je mu už 49 let, stále se prohání na ledě a snaží se stačit o generaci mladším spoluhráčům. Tým vede Matt de Melo, rodák z kanadského Ontaria, který učí v Nizozemsku, kde zároveň hraje hokej.


			„Rád se s kluky sejdu a zahraju si s nimi. Hraju hokej od sedmi let, hrál jsem dokonce v AHL, ale do NHL jsem se kvůli své výšce nedostal. A tak ho učím Nizozemce,“ smála se hvězda týmu.


			V týmu si ho tolik považují, že se prý hráči skládají na jeho letenku, aby s nimi mohl hrát.


			„Je tady spousta šikovných mladých kluků. Někteří mají dobré základy z hokejbalu, jiní z in-line hokeje. Každopádně jde vidět, že jdou každým zápasem nahoru a to je skvělé,“ zasnil se De Melo.


			Čechům vyšla odveta


			Loni v lednu nedali Portugalci českým amatérům ve vůbec prvních dvou mezistátních zápasech šanci.


			„Dali dohromady ty nejlepší hokejisty, co Portugalsko má, a to je pak strašně těžké proti nim hrát. Navíc když ti chlapci jsou o dvacet let mladší než my,“ smál se Kázecký.


			„Hodně těch kluků navíc vyrůstalo v Kanadě a Americe a tam se ten hokej naučilo hrát velmi dobře. A to taky ukazují divákům. I proto letos přijeli k nám, aby nám ukázali, jak se v Kanadě hraje,“ smál se český velvyslanec v Lisabonu.
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			Only a month ago, the Hong Kong Women’s National Ice Hockey Team returned from Bulgaria, after placing second two years in a row in the IIHF Women’s World Championships Division II B Qualifiers. Their winter break didn’t last long though, as they’re once again getting ready for some fierce competition in the 13th Chinese National Winter Games.


			With training starting from July, and their last tournament ending in two weeks, this is going to be a short season for the ladies on Team Hong Kong. They’re determined to go out with a bang, however, entering a 20-strong squad into the Winter Games in Ürümqi, Xinjiang.


			“In Ürümqi, we'll have to compete to put ourselves on the map on Chinese hockey scene because we haven't played against other teams from China yet.” said Hiroki Wakabayashi, head coach of the Team for the last three World Championships. “The biggest challenge is to adjust ourselves to the different circumstances and make the best result out of [a] very short period of time.” He goes on to say, referring to the limited preparation time the Team had before their first game against team Qiqihar on January 14.

			Newly appointed head coach and former Olympian, Anqi Tan, will be leading the Team in this expedition. Also joining the team are rookie Chan Lai Man, Yvonne Tsang, and goalie Chau Nga Sze, who will be representing Hong Kong for the first time. With four other teams from all over China, the Team is hoping to gain some valuable game experience that could help them in tournaments to come.
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			Canada earns 11th gold medal in 14 years at annual tournament with overtime victory


			FÜSSEN, Germany – For the 11th time in 14 years, Canada’s National Women’s Development Team has won the gold medal at the Nations Cup, besting Finland 4-3 in overtime in Thursday’s gold-medal game at BLZ Arena.


			Jamie Lee Rattray (Kanata, Ont./Brampton, CWHL) netted the game-winner for Team Canada just 48 seconds into overtime, in addition to her previous goal and assist in the game. Rebecca Kohler (St. Thomas, Ont./University of North Dakota, WCHA) and Victoria Bach (Milton, Ont./Boston University, HE) also potted goals in the victory.


			Amanda Leveille (Kingston, Ont./University of Minnesota, WCHA) earned the win between the pipes, turning away 22 of 25 shots.


			“It was amazing, Finland played unbelievable tonight and I thought we did a pretty good job of weathering a lot of storms because we took a lot of penalties and did a good job on the penalty kill,” said Rattray. “It feels good to beat a team like that, they worked hard and played a good game so to come back and stick with it and finish it in the end was a great feeling.”


			Canada finished the tournament with a perfect 3-0 record after defeating Sweden (2-1 in a shootout) and Russia (4-2) in the preliminary round to book its spot in the gold-medal game.


			The Nations Cup, formerly known as the Air Canada Cup, MLP Cup and Meco Cup, brought together Canada’s National Women’s Development Team and teams from Finland, Germany, Russia, Sweden and Switzerland for a four-day international tournament.


			Canada is now an 11-time gold-medallist at the tournament, winning gold in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010, 2011, 2013, 2015 and 2016. It was silver-medallist at the 2009 MLP Cup, and won the bronze medal at the 2012 Meco Cup.
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			Kasperi Kapanen scored a wraparound goal in overtime as Finland rallied past Russia 4-3 on Tuesday to win the world junior hockey championship.

			Patrik Laine, Sebastian Aho and captain Mikko Rantanen all scored in the third period as Finland staged a late comeback. Kaapo Kahkonen made 22 saves for the win.


			Andrei Svetlakov scored twice for Russia, while Vladislav Kamenev had a goal as well. Alexander Georgiev stopped 25 shots.


			Kapanen deked around two defenders, skated around the back of Russia's goal and threw the puck into a wide-open net as Georgiev failed to dive back into position.


			It was Finland's fourth world junior title and second in the past three years.


			Georgiev's start in net was a surprise after Ilya Samsonov's solid 26-save performance in Russia's 2-1 semifinal win over the United States. Earlier in the day, Anders Bjork, Matthew Tkachuk and Ryan Donato each scored two goals as the Americans defeated Sweden 8-3 to win bronze.


			Kamenev gave Russia a 1-0 lead nearly five minutes into the game, wiring a one-timer from the top of the faceoff circle past Kahkonen. The power play had been set up after an unfortunate mistake by Kahkonen, who earned a delay of game penalty when he put the puck over the boards.


			The Russians played conservatively after Kamenev's goal, forcing Finland to work for any scoring opportunities in the first and second period.


			Laine tied the game just 24 seconds into the third period. He took a drop pass from Aho before snapping a wrist shot past Georgiev to put Finland on the board.


			Svetlakov responded nearly a minute and a half later to give Russia the lead again. He broke down the left wing before throwing a fake and beating Kahkonen.


			Aho tied it 2-2 midway through the period. He was unmarked to the left of Russia's crease when linemate Jesse Puljujarvi sent a pass his way. Aho slapped the puck past a helpless Georgiev to the delight of the hometown crowd.


			Rantanen's goal came on the power play as Russia started to unravel. He tipped in a point shot from Vili Saarijarvi, bringing the crowd to its feet.


			Kamenev received a 10-minute major and a game misconduct for unsportsmanlike conduct after the goal as he berated officials for giving Russian teammate Dmitri Sergeyev the tripping penalty that led to the power play. Svetlakov's second goal of the night came with just six seconds left to play in the third after Georgiev was pulled for an extra attacker.


			Three Russian players crowded Kahkonen's crease, with Svetlakov pushing a rebound in to force overtime.


			Although the fans at Hartwall Arena — home of the Kontinental Hockey League's Jokerit club — were mainly Finnish, there were supporters from many of the participating nations in attendance. Many Canadians in attendance supported the host side even though the Finns eliminated Canada in the quarter-finals.


			Red-clad fans could be seen waving Canadian flags and dancing in the stands along with Finnish supporters chanting "Suomi!" for all of the host side's goals.

			[image: http://www.worldjunior2016.com/media/916171/AR5D4749_Channel%20Homepage%20Slider.JPG]

			



 

 
										

										

											
												[image: WJC Finland]

			Anders Bjork, Matthew Tkachuk and Ryan Donato each scored two goals and the United States defeated Sweden 8-3 on Tuesday to win bronze at the world junior hockey championship.

			Bjork and Tkachuk gave the Americans a two-goal lead, but Sweden pulled even before the end of the opening period on goals by William Lagesson and Carl Grundstrom.


			The U.S. pulled away with a four-goal second period as Brock Boeser, Donato, Brandon Carlo and Bjork scored.


			"We played a good game today and overall a strong tournament so it's definitely something to be proud of," Bjork said.


			Donato and Tkachuk added goals in the third period.


			"Sweden's such a great team and they're so sound defensively," Donato said.


			"If you told me before the game that this was going to be the score, I would say: 'No way' But obviously we played really hard and it paid off," he said.


			Alex Nedeljkovic made 35 saves for the United States.


			"I think we had a pretty good tournament, we came here to win gold, but unfortunately that didn't happen," Nedeljkovic said. "Bronze, I guess, is the third-best thing. Better than going home empty-handed."


			The United States had a quick turnaround after losing to Russia 2-1 in the semifinals on Monday.


			"It shouldn't be difficult at all to motivate yourself to play," Nedeljkovic said. "It's an honour to be able to wear the USA jersey. I was happy that we were able to come away with a win."


			Axel Holmstrom had the other goal for the Swedes, who outshot the Americans 38-29.


			Russia was scheduled to play host Finland in the championship game later in the day.
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Growing up in Canada I was a huge hockey fan, but it wasn't until the 1972 summit series and the 1976 Canada Cup that I became a big fan of international hockey. The best players in world all playing on a sheet of ice. 

over the years Ice Hockey as grown and is still growing all over the world. On this website you find Video Hi-lites of International Games, Ice hockey News, National Team Records, All Time Results, Scores, Schedule to upcoming games and all International Tournaments from around the world.

We hope you enjoy our website.


We want to thank some people who have contributed to our website over the years.


Danny Laflamme (Montreal, Canada)

Gilberto Prioste (Toronto, Canada)

Mirc & Mario Hric (mmdresy.nhladdons.info, Slovakia)

Mark Cruickshank (roonba.com, Great Britain)
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