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This pack has been designed with the aim of providing an engaging educational experience.
Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy.

Design and production: Navig8 Ltd

© British Council 2014. Please encourage others to download a copy of this publication from
http://schoolsonline britishcouncil.org/football-remembers



Welcome to Football Remembers

Football has the power to bring us together and to engage et

young people who would not otherwise feel part of the

First World War centenary. The British Council, the Premier -_
League, the Football League and the Football Association >
have joined forces in an imaginative partnership to &
encourage young people to remember the Christmas Truce i
of 1914, one of the greatest surprises of the First World War.

http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/football-remembers

The partners

The British Council

The British Council is the United Kingdom's
international organisation for cultural relations and
educational opportunities. We create international
opportunities for the people of the UK and other
countries and build trust between them worldwide.

The FA - Supporting football since 1863

The FA is the not-for-profit, governing body of
football in England. With more than £100m put

back into the game every year, it grows participation,
promotes diversity and regulates the sport for
everyone to enjoy.
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The Football League
The Football League is the world's original league
football competition. With 72 members, the League

is the largest body of professional clubs in European:

football; it is responsible for the Championship,
League 1, League 2 as well as the Capital One Cup
and Johnstone’s Paint Trophy.

The Premier League
The Barclays Premier League is the most watched

continuous annual global sporting event in the world.

Off the pitch the Premier League will spend £168m
solely on grassroots and community projects over
the next three seasons.
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How to use the pack

This pack is in two parts — a set of activity plans for
teachers and a set of additional original documents
to be used with those plans.

The activities are aimed primarily at pupils aged 9-14
but they can be adapted to suit older or younger
audiences who are studying significant historical
events and people from their own locality. Each

unit contains background information, ideas for
discussion and cross-curricular activities. There are
learning outcomes, links to curriculum subjects and
lists of additional resources.

These can be used in individual lessons and
assemblies or can form part of larger cross-
curriculum projects over a number of subjects. They
could also be a foundation for a joint curriculum
project with a partner school overseas.

There are a number of sources suggested for each
activity, catering for a range of reading abilities. You
can find more sources relating to this pack at http://

schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/football-remembers.

You can also download more copies of the pack, in
English and Welsh, from this link.

@@ BRITISH 2

-~ . THE FOOTBALL

—'LEAGUE

We would encourage you to treat the activities as
examples of what you can do with the sources —and to
use the original documents to develop and add to your
own lesson plans and classroom activities. We hope
your school will join in this special centenary event.

But whatever else you do, think about the courage of
the soldiers in the trenches in 1914,

Action plan
» Share the pack across your school

* Use it in lessons, assemblies, cross-curriculum
projects with partner schools

* Visit http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/
football-remembers for extra content including
videos and the chance to take part in competitions

* Display the results in your community
and/or online

+ Take part in the competition to design a war
memorial (UK schools only)

* Research local footballers who fought in the First
World War and send us information on them

» Organise a commemorative truce match
in December.

List of activities and colour codes

(A Introductory activity — find out about the truce

(B English and drama - hot seating, improvisation,
writing and performing short plays

English and creative writing — write a
truce diary

(D) English and drama - learn about footballers
who fought in the war

(F ) Languages — carry out truce conversations,
use drama for language learning, read sources
in the original language

® Art and design — cartoons from the
First World War

Art and design — design a war memorial
® Moral education — ethics and dilemmas

0o Sports activities — make a football, plan
your football match, think about the skills
footballers need

Conflict resolution — play a simulation game

o History — interpret and review the sources, make
a judgement on the significance of the truce

(L) History — find a local footballer who fought
in the war

M English and media studies - propaganda
and football



Background information

In the first months of the First
World War, soldiers fighting in
the trenches around Ypres held a
truce. Over the Christmas period
they set aside their weapons and
met in ‘No Man’s Land".

This Christmas Truce was an unplanned and
unexpected event. It happened many times and in
many places. German, French, British, Belgian and
Indian soldiers were excited to meet one another.
They sang Christmas songs together, exchanged
souvenirs and took photos of one another. And in
some cases, it seems that they even played football.

It's very hard to pin down the story of the 1914
Christmas Truce and even harder to find out about
the football matches. This wasn't planned, arranged
and recorded, like much else in the war. It was
spontaneous and informal. It was an example of
fraternisation’ — when enemies met up, shared
comforts and even became friends — which naturally
met with disapproval from military command.

To this day, there is debate about whether or not
anyone really played football in No Man’s Land.

There is plenty of evidence, however, that the truce
did take place. It involved thousands of men and was
reported in dozens of newspapers as soldiers wrote

home to family and friends. In the years after the war,

many soldiers wrote about their experiences or gave
interviews to museums, historians and the media.

This pack contains a selection of original sources
— sources which historians use when they piece
together the story of the Christmas Truce. Some of
these have not been published previously.

This is real history. It’s elusive, intriguing
and inspiring.

http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/football-remembers

This is what
No Man's Land
looked like,
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Contents

Activities
(A Introductory activity — find out about the truce

English and drama - hot seating, improvisation, writing
and performing short plays

English and creative writing — write a truce diary

(D] English and drama - learn about footballers who fought
in the war

(F ] Languages — carry out truce conversations, use drama for
language learning, read sources in the original language

@ Art and design - cartoons from the First World War
Art and design — design a war memorial
@ Moral education - ethics and dilemmas

Sports activities — make a football, plan your football match,
think about the skills footballers need

Conflict resolution — play a simulation game

(] History — interpret and review the sources, make a judgement
on the significance of the truce

(L] History — find a local footballer who fought in the war

M English and media studies — propaganda and football

Source materials
Further resources
Acknowledgements

Football Remembers

Monday 8-Monday
15 December 2014

Prepare |
Getl:r,eady for match day by learning about

the Christmas Truce through the Football
Remembers education pack

Pla
Mar)l,< the centenary of the football played

in No Man's Land, Christmas 1914, by
playing a match

Remember v _
Make sure your school Joins the national

week of football remembrance in 2014
#FootballRemembers

http://schoolsonline.britishi:ouncil.org/
football-remembers
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Age range: 7-14 Learning objectives: Use research and literacy skills to
Curriculum Links: English, History identify key elements of the Christmas Truce and use it as a
Global citizenship skills and values: Creative thinking, basis for creative writing

empathy, collaboration, commitment to peace, research skills

O Introductory activity: find out about the truce

The senolints Suggested Watch the special videos made with the In Flanders
: Fields Museum, Ypres, Belgium with your class to see
below contain two some of the original source materials in this pack
Nt acted out. You can access these at:
deSQFIDtIOﬂS Of the http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/ I 13 ol
Chﬂstmas TFUCG. ChOOSG football-remembers ' ':E/{?ii

one which is appropriate for
your learners and read all,
or part, of the account with
the class. Ask the pupils to
highlight and research any
words or phrases that they
don't understand and share
their results.
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Age range: 9-14
Curriculum Links: English, History, Drama
Global citizenship skills and values: Creative thinking,

empathy, collaboration, commitment to peace, research skills

Learning objectives: Use research skills to identify key
elements of the Christmas Truce and use it as a stimulus for
creative writing and drama

® English and drama

The Christmas Truce of 1914 was a brief ceasefire during the bitter
conflict of the First World War. It is remembered as a time of peace and
humanity which interrupted months of brutal fighting.

Give copies of the source materials related to this
section to groups of pupils.

Ask each group to use highlighters to pick out
details of the events revealed in the sources that
particularly resonate with them. These could be carol
singing, the sharing of gifts or the football match
itself. Discuss how the soldiers must have felt as
they gingerly stepped into No Man’s Land and the
sights and sounds that would have met them. How
would they have felt when the fighting restarted?
What would the reactions of friends and family at
home have been when they heard what happened?

Improvise the first contact between the German
and Allied soldiers. How might they have greeted
each other?

* Encourage groups to create freeze frames, like still
photographs, of the significant events that they pick
out during their research. Blow a whistle (the signal
frequently used by soldiers during the First World
War) when you are ready for each group to bring
their scene to life.

Your
storyboards
might look

IikeU

* After the session, discuss what worked well and
how they could use the scenes they created as
springboards for creative writing. Ask each group
to produce a storyboard and script which tells the
story of the Christmas Truce.

* Rehearse these short plays together and
perform them for a larger audience. The drama
can be accompanied by readings from the
original accounts, use of appropriate props such
as footballs, cameras, cakes and music from the
time, such as ‘It's a Long Way to Tipperary’ and the
Christmas carol ‘Silent Night'.

You can find the lyrics online at
http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/
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partner school

Exchange your storyboadkds,
scripts, photographs anc
films of the performance!\\s
with your partner school.

http://schoo\son\me.britinlsh S

council.org/ partner-w'\th v
-a-school

Sl%lgges_ted sourc;es
irr?v’eld dtfferent hationalities
Nvolved in the truce: These
‘ ro
SOldiers, Soldiers’ diariesma
scene from 3 novel wr, :
the son of an |

who Servedin

items that troo
and AphOtOgrap
Soldiers during

ps eXChangedy :
hs taken by
the truce.

9,10, 15, 19
25,47, 49 5'123’
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\%/ Age range: 9-14 Learning objectives: Use research skills to identify key

1 Curriculum Links: English, History, Drama elements of the Christmas Truce and use it as a stimulus for
Global citizenship skills and values: Creative creative writing and drama
thinking, empathy, collaboration, commitment to peace,
research skills

Ao

-~ English and creative writing:
L write a truce diary

A

2

o

)/ Many OIEtme aecounts of the Ask pupils to draft and write their own letter or * A Belgian child who was forced to leave home
B Christ i inthe f diary entry of the truce based on a character because of the fighting (read Michel Toudy)
4 rstmas I’UCQ a-re In _ e orm from one of the sources, using William Tapp’s diary « One of the cooks preparing Christmas lunch for the
& of letters and diaries. William or other letters and diaries as inspiration. The diary soldiers (from William Tapp’s diary)
could be written in English or another language. It _ b _
) Tapp was an army servant who could relate to one of the football matches or to the * A soldier who was injured just before the truce
qed w915 In his diary he tells wider truce. » A young person who had received a letter from
" Students could choose a character that is a soldier who had taken part in the truce, for
; the story of Christmas Day, talks mentioned in the sources. For example: example, their father, brother, friend, etc.
about what he had to eat and » One of the military command who tried to put a You could include other sources for older
X ic i stop to the truce (see documents from General Sir pupils, including:
rememb_ers hIS llfe at home. He Horace Smith-Dorrien) * A soldier who had taken part in the truce and then
shares his feellngs and talks « A soldier who had his picture taken with enemy refused to fight, from the Staffordshire Sentinel and
F about wanting to play football. troops during the truce and kept it as a souvenir the Manchester Guardian.

(see photographs from the truce)

» An army chaplain who delivered the burial service
of British and German troops (as reported in
the Staffordshire Sentinel)

* A Scottish soldier who played football against
Lieutenant Niemann's men — they lost 3:2

(
<
3
1

.”W“\*T‘ 3

]waf

~ partner school
Exchange the accounts Wlf[h your
partner school. Create a dlSplaé
of the written work{that you an

= roduced. * A soldier from the Indian army who had just arrived
A o line.british in France and had never celebrated Christmas
¢ hitp:// _S‘Cho%saor?rlgfwth before (described in Walther Stennes’ account)
2 council.org & Vo

b Lo e h ; * The German chef who had worked at the
ﬁw‘ i ‘-?x-s . J!’--‘" Trocadero restaurant in London and met some
! T of his former clients at the truce (mentioned by

. Captain Robert Hamilton)

TheFA
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Age range: 9-14 Learning objectives: Use research skills to learn about
Curriculum Links: History, English, Drama, Citizenship football in the First World War

Global citizenship skills and learning values: Research

skills, team work, community awareness, reading and

comprehension, presentation skills

® English and drama: footballers who fought in the war

Read the footballers’ case studies with your pupils, as well as the
background information, about the lives of footballers, such as Alex
Turnbull, Donald Simpson Bell, Walter Tull and Leigh Richmond Roose,
who enlisted to fight in the First World War. Also look at the story of
Florrie Redford and the rise of women'’s football during the war.

/\Donald Simpson

Ask students which questions they would have

liked to have asked the footballers themselves. Ask
members of the class to use the information in the
stories provided and use hot seating techniques,
where pupils sit on the ‘hot seat’ and act ‘in role” as
some of the players. They then answer questions
about their lives by other members of the class. The
pupils should always answer these questions

in character.

Use the literacy activity ‘write a truce diary’ to
explore how one of the footballers might have
remembered events during the war. For example,
the first day they arrived at the trenches, after
they had been injured, when they played a football

match behind the front lines on their down time, or Leigh
when Florrie played in front of a crowd of more than Richmond -
50,000 at Goodison Park. Roose

TheFA
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Age range: 9-14 Learning objectives: Discuss the importance of language
Curriculum Links: Modern Foreign Languages, History skills and use the context of the truce for MFL conversation
Global citizenship skills and values: Intercultural contact, practice and vocabulary development

intercultural communication skills, purposes and uses of

languages, translation skills, team work

G : We want to
Languages and the Christmas Truce  twktoyou
' —
Use the truce to inspire and develop & g a'g P
language learning. it A6 &
The truce illustrated the value of language learning Discuss the benefits of being able to speak other On veut vous
as soldiers had to speak in any language they could languages. Try communicating simple messages |
in order to be understood, including gestures and without language, such as ‘what is your name?’ or par er
body language. ‘where are you from?’ _ .
The accounts in the source materials include many The truce vocabulary lists the phrases that troops Wir wollen mit
instances of troops speaking in a language other than could have used during the truce in English, French, euch reden
their mother tongue. For example, some Germans Flemish, German and Hindi. Use these phrases to I E
could speak English: improvise conversations that the soldiers might have .
had in other languages. Include any languages of We willen met
which the students have some basic knowledge. i
‘I met a je praten
Saxon who talked
E}Tgllsre;/éﬂ'fi?iﬁgho” “.. some British
[Glr/msg Dailv Tele ra Al officers also join us, with
y aly ieiegrap 4 whom I have a delightful “We also talked as
) conversation in English, much as we could. English
4 “Private Mockel from my French and German!” and German, but anyhow we |
platoon, who used to live in [Lieutenant Zehmischl] understood each other”  /
England for several years, and | call [Walther Stennes]

out to the Brits in English — and soon
enough, quite a fun conversation
develops between us.”
[Lieutenant Zehmisch]

TheFA
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@ Languages and the Christmas Truce

e

Select one or two of the sources in a different —
language. Ask pupils to work in groups to read the /

sources and get a sense of the meaning.

Videos available at http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.
org/football-remembers will allow your pupils to

hear some of the sources accompanying this pack
being read in English, French, German and Flemish.

Students could also adopt the persona of one

of the authors of the written sources and have
conversations in character. Record these and
play them back to the class.

Explore the characters in the sources through
‘hot seating’ where one pupil sits on the ‘hot seat’
and answers questions from others in character
in another language, then practise their truce
conversations for performance or filming.

Extension activity
More experienced language learners could do
further work on translating the sources.

.. BRITISH ; THE FOOTBALL .
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Truce vocabulary: French

g Come out!
11 \Venez

£ Meet us half way
B I Rejoignez-nous a mi-chemin!

£ Do you speak English / German / French?
I I Tu parles Anglais / Allemand / Frangais?

£ Where did you learn it?
11 Ou as-tu appris 'Anglais / 'Allemand / le Francais?

£ How long have you been here?
1 1 Depuis combien de temps es-tu 1a?

£ Do you want to play football?
1 1 Vous voulez jouer au foot?

£ Do you have a camera?
11 Tu as un appareil photo?

£ Are you hungry?
B0 Tu as faim?

£ Have you seen the newspaper?
11 Tu as vu les journaux?

£ |'d like to give you something to remember me by

1 1 Je voudrais te donner quelgue chose pour que tu te

souviennes de moi

£ What are your trenches like?

Il Cest comment dans vos tranchées?
£ Do you think we'll meet again?

11 Tu penses qu'on se reverra?

@0 BRITISH THE FOOTBALL i
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5= We want to talk to you
11 On veut vous parler

£ Meet in the middle
1 I Rejoignons-nous au centre

£ Yes | speak... No | don't speak any language but my own
11 Ouj, je parle.. Non, Je ne parle que ma propre langue.

5 | learnt it at school / | lived in another country
B0 Je ['ai appris a I'école / Jai vécu dans un autre pays,
a l'étranger

Je peux
te prendre
en photo?

£ | arrived a few weeks ago
B0 Je suis arrivé il y a quelgues semaines

£ Do you have a ball?

11 Vous avez un ballon? A Kodak No 1

Brownie Model B box
camera, sometimes

used during the First
5K s it safe? World War

11 Cest sans risque?

£ Are we allowed to play?
11 0n a le droit de jouer?

£ Can | take your picture?
11 Je peux te prendre en photo?

£ Would you like some chocolate / an orange / bully
beef?
11 Tu veux du chocolat? Une orange? Du corned-beef?

£ | have a newspaper from Germany / England / France
11 Jai un journal allemand / anglais / francais

£ Here is a button, newspaper, badge, hat...
11 Tiens, un bouton / un journal / un badge / un chapeau

£ They are muddy, wet, cold
B0y ade laboue cest humide et il fait froid

[ .
f’ \ 2
. '

£ | would like to / | hope so / | don't think so
11 Jaimerais bien / Jespére que oui / Non, ¢ca
m'étonnerait

Pert y ]

o

Translated by Feyrouz Djabali
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Truce vocabulary:

& Come out!

= T 37 13

£ Meet us half way

= a7 Ty A fn

£ Do you speak English / German / French?
= T S, 3, g A §?

£ Where did you learn it?

= TE T FE ArEr?

£ How long have you been here?

= T ot wm &

£ Do you want to play football?

= @91 g peaid ded 617

£ Do you_have a camera?

= T T U T 87

£ Are you hungry?

£ Have you seen the newspaper?

— T A AR O dE 7

£ |'d like to give you something to remember me by
— & g g 91 T & o 3w & ana §
£ What are your trenches like?

— T wEd g A 7

£& Do you think we'll meet again?
= 1 % T ¢ o g e e

Translated by Ruchira Ghosh

£ We want to talk to you S
= 7 g T F A

& Meet in the middle

= = # famn

& Yes | speak... No | don't speak any language but my own
= &, & @ aar §) 7E, § S M & S B T W T At
& | learnt it at school / I lived in another country

= I Taremer & = () S & s 3an 3 g A

8 | arrived a few weeks ago

= ¥ 7o g 9w S )

£ Do you have a ball?

= T O A AT

& Are we allowed to play?

= FOT & S S S 87

B |s it safe?

£ Can | take your picture?

& Would you like some chocolate / an orange / bully beef?
— FOT A giEee O i 97 JEETE W THE FER17

& | have a newspaper from Germany / England / France
= 3 gTE T, FiE, T, FEE =1 FAE 07 f

& Here s a button, newspaper, badge, hat...

= o5 51 g, garaTe o9, fien, f

& They are muddy, wet, cold

= ¥ Bt & ey, e SR Ed &

£ | would like to / I hope so / | don't think so

e T T & F aTaT F &/ F UET A gwe

0 Y . //),', ""’da
i."fu ® Nellors
¥ Cheny,

g7 # greTd &R :
. < A
g gobdT §7

TheFA
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Truce vocabulary: German

g Come out!
== Kommt raus!

£ Meet us half way
= Trefft uns in der Mitte

£ Do you speak English / German / French?
= Sprecht ihr Englisch / Deutsch / Franzdsisch?

£ Where did you learn it?
== \\/o habt ihr es gelernt?

£ How long have you been here?
== Wie lange seid ihr schon hier?

£ Do you want to play football?
= \\ollt ihr Fussball spielen?

£ Do you have a camera?
== Habt ihr eine Kamera?

£ Are you hungry?
== Habt ihr Hunger?

£ Have you seen the newspaper?
== Habt ihr gesehen was in der Zeitung steht?

£ |'d like to give you something to remember me by
== |ch wirde dir gern etwas zur Erinnerung an mich geben

£ What are your trenches like?
== Wie sind eure Schitzengraben?

&% Do you think we'll meet again?
== Meint ihr, wir werden uns wieder sehen?

£ We want to talk to you
== \\/ir wollen mit euch reden

TheFA
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£ Meet in the middle
== Trefft uns in der Mitte

£ Yes | speak... No | don't speak any language but my own
== 3, ich spreche... Nein, ich spreche keine Sprache auBer
meiner Muttersprache

5% | learnt it at school / | lived in another country
== |ch habe es in der Schule gelernt / Ich habe in einem
anderen Land gelebt

£& | arrived a few weeks ago
== |ch bin vor ein paar Wochen angekommen

£& Do you have a ball?
= Habt ihr einen Ball?

£ Are we allowed to play?
= Dirfen wir spielen?

5 Is it safe?

== |st es nicht gefahrlich?

£ Can | take your picture?
== Darf ich dich fotographieren?

£ Would you like some chocolate / an orange / bully beef? §

== Mochtest du Schokolade / eine Orange / Dosenfleisch?

&% | have a newspaper from Germany / England / France
== |ch habe eine Zeitung aus Deutschland / England /
Frankreich etc.

£ Here Is a button, newspaper, badge, hat
== Hier ist ein Knopf, eine Zeitung, Dienstmarke, eine Miitze

£ They are muddy, wet, cold
== Sie sind schlammig, nass, kalt

£ | would like to / | hope so / | don't think so
== Das fande ich schén / ich hoffe es / ich glaube nicht

fotographieren?

Darf
ich dich
Lied m:'a"{""’
4%\;‘1 |8 F!P“c,‘?hﬂt;

Translated by Anne Bostanci



Truce vocabulary: Flemish

g Come out!
11 Kom naar buiten!

£ Meet us half way
Bl Laten we elkaar ergens halverwege ontmoeten

£ Do you speak English / German / French?
Bl Spreek je Engels / Duits / Frans?

£ Where did you learn it?
11 Waar heb je het geleerd?

£ How long have you been here?
B1 Hoe lang ben je hier al?

£ Do you want to play football?
11 Wil je voetbal spelen?

£& Do you have a camera?
Bl Heb je een camera?

£ Are you hungry?
11 Heb je honger?

£ Have you seen the newspaper?
B Heb je de krant gezien?

£ |'d like to give you something to remember me by
11k zou je graag iets geven dat je aan mij herinnert

£ What are your trenches like?
K1 Hoe is het in jouw loopgraven?

£ Do you think we'll meet again?
11 Denk je dat we elkaar nog zullen terugzien?

£ We want to talk to you
11 We willen met je praten

Translated by Wim Vansteenkiste

£ Meet in the middle
11 Laten we elkaar in het midden ontmoeten

£ Yes | speak... No | don't speak any language but my own

Bl 3, je spreek.. Neen, ik spreek alleen mijn eigen taal

8% | learnt it at school / | lived in another country
K1 Ik heb het op school geleerd. Ik heb in het
buitenland gewoond.

5 | arrived a few weeks ago
11 Ik kwam hier enkele weken geleden aan

£& Do you have a ball?
Bl Heb je een bal?

£ Are we allowed to play?

Bl Is het toegestaan om te spelen?
£ IS it safe?

11 Is het veilig?

£ Can | take your picture?

11 Mag ik een foto van je nemen?

£ Would you like some chocolate / an orange / bully

beef?

11 Will je wat chocolade, een sinaasappel of wat
corned beef?

£ | have a newspaper from Germany / England / France
11 Ik heb een Duitse, Engelse, Franse krant.

£ Here s a button, newspaper, badge, hat
Bl Hier is een knoop, een krant, een naamplaatje, een
hoed

£ They are muddy, wet, cold
11 Ze zijn modderig, nat en koud

£ | would like to / | hope so / | don't think so
11 Kk zou het fijn vinden / |k hoop het / [k denk het niet

Mag Ik een foto
van je nemen’?
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Learning objectives: Study authentic art resources and
create drawings about the events of the Christmas Truce

and designs for a war memorial

Age range: 9-14
Curriculum Links: Art and design, History
Global citizenship skills and values: Empathy,

Partner schoodl

communication, creativity

Captain Bruce Bairnsfather’s accounts of the
Christmas Truce are included in the source materials.
He became a cartoonist during the First World War
and was famous for his drawings from the trenches.

The photograph of Bairnsfather in the sources was
taken on Christmas Day 1914 during the truce,
and the cartoons include his ‘Christmas card'. In
an interview with Canadian television, Bairnsfather
remembered playing football with the Germans.

In 1958, he was asked why he started drawing. This
was his reply:

‘Out of boredom, | should say. | suddenly thought,
‘Well, I'd better pass the time,” you know. | had this
complaint in my blood as it were, and | used to draw
on the back of envelopes or odd bits of paper or
cardboard boxes or anything about. Simply to amuse
these chaps round about. And demand for these
drawings slowly spread up and down. | never thought
anything of it, except as a local entertainment.

‘Well, then one night a staff officer came along the
front line trench, and he looked into a dugout and he
saw one of these things stuck up there and he said,
‘Who did that stuff?" and they said a chap down here
called Bairnsfather, and he said ‘Oh,” and he found
me, and he said, “You know, you ought to send one of
those things up to a paper’. I'd never dreamt of doing
so, never thought of it. However, | thought that would
be a good idea, so when we got out of the trenches —
you know, we worked a week in and a week out, sort

. BRITISH : : “ /:’ THE FOOTBALL g
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@ Art and design: cartoons

of shuttle business — and when we were resting in this
farm about five miles behind the line, | picked out the
picture that | thought had the biggest punch about it

at the time and copied it on to a respectable sheet of
paper and sent it off to London!

Discuss the cartoons with the class:
» What can they tell us about life in the trenches?

» What do they not tell us?

» How do they make you feel? Are they funny,
informative or sad?

» What message do you think Bairnsfather is trying to
get across in each cartoon?

+ Can you identify any themes that run through
his cartoons?

There is no Bairnsfather cartoon of the football
games. Ask pupils to represent the football game,

or another element of the Christmas Truce, such as
sharing Christmas presents, in a similar style by using
pencil or charcoal.

i f
Exchange Coples O
the artwork you have ,
developed. Create a
photo gallery together.

Ty
|

Extension activity

Find out how other artists portrayed the events of
the First World War. Which do you think are the most
powerful and why?

More cartoons by Bruce Bairnsfather are available
online at http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/
football-remembers.
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Cartoon drawn by Bruce Bairnsfather.
Reproduced with the kind permission of the Bairnsfather family



Learning objectives: Study authentic art resources and
create drawings about the events of the Christmas Truce
and designs for a war memorial

Age range: 9-14

Curriculum Links: Art and Design, History
Global citizenship skills and values: Empathy,
communication, creativity

® Design a war memorial

Look at images of different types of war memorials from a variety of
different countries and conflicts. Discuss why memorials and events,
such as Remembrance Day, are important.

If you have a war memorial close to your school, try : !
to arrange a visit to study it in detail. Examine the
names and the dates of those who are remembered
on it. What does it tell us? How can you find out

any more information about the people who are
remembered on the monument?

Ask your pupils to design a monument to
commemorate the Christmas Truce using the original
sources as inspiration. You could share these ideas
with your partner school.

| Competition
(2014 only)

Football Remembers is launching
a competition for UK schools
and football club academies to
. design-a monument to remember
the football played during the. .
 Christmas Truce. This competition
closes on 16 June 2014.

To enter the competition, read
‘ the information below, then go to
' http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.
org/football-remembers

This monument

in Messines near
Ypres marks one

of the sites where
football was played
during the Christmas
Truce. Visitors leave

footballs.
Photo reproduced with kind
permission of Steve Hawkins
Photography

BRITISH
COUNCIL

Suggested sources
all contain'either 5"
reference to football

~being played or troops

Whotook part in the '
truce. They include two
letters, the transcripts of
two television ICIVISIVS

a diary, a memoir ang
' t
photographs. 5

9,10, 20, 21,
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Football Remembers Memorial Competition in
assoclation with the National Memorial Arboretum

Design a contemporary war
memorial that honours the soldiers
who played football during the
Christmas Truce. Designs will

be shortlisted by the National
Memorial Arboretum. The winning
design will be selected by a panel
of judges including HRH The Duke
of Cambridge and Theo Walcott
and constructed at the National
Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire
(www.thenma.org.uk).

This competition closes on

16 June 2014. Find out more
and enter online at http://
schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/
football-remembers.

Ay
—== . THE FOOTBALL

@@ BRITISH n
—='LEAGUE

@@ COUNCIL

PREMIER
LEAGUE

Design Criteria

The memorial should inspire and educate visitors, as
well as be a place of remembrance and reflection. It
should be:

» A simple and timeless design with a sense of dignity

+ Readily recognisable as a memorial, but not
necessarily of traditional design

* Visually coherent when seen from all sides, allowing
people to gather round it on at least three sides for
a ceremony.

Photo reproduced with
the kind permission of
David Faul
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Brief for Football Remembers memorial

Additional Design Considerations

The memorial should be:

* Readily visible for standing children and adults —
the suggested height is between 3.5 and 5m

* Positioned on a stepped base to allow wreaths to
be placed above ground level

» Have simple but informative text that can be read
in less than 30 seconds and have a font size of at
least 14mm

* Located on a base of suitable proportions not
exceeding 4m by 4m

» Made of robust materials so that graffiti could be
easily cleaned off and the impact of any vandalism
is minimised

* Designed to require minimal maintenance

* Designed to accommodate small wooden crosses
placed by visitors around the base.

Suggested Materials

A wide variety of materials can be used. For example,
a metal such as bronze, natural stone, glass or resin.
The memorial could be figurative (for example, a
sculpture), bas relief, a rough-hewn standing stone or
cut blocks of stone.

If natural stone is used, it should be from a UK
source, preferably local. For example, the National
Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire uses Hollington
Sandstone, a local stone.
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A memorial to the

Footballers’ Battalion.
Photo reproduced with the kind
permission of the Football League
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Age range: 11-14

Learning objectives: Use the truce as an inspiration for

Curriculum Links: Citizenship, Religious Studies, PSHE, Drama developing questioning skills and the ability to see different

Global citizenship skills and values: Team work,
communication skills, understanding intercultural contact,
empathy

® Moral education

Ethics and the Christmas Truce
This activity builds on the diary work in which pupils
have already explored different perspectives.

Students carry out imaginary conversations between
people who were involved in, or affected by, the
truce. Adopting a persona from the sources, they
discuss what they think of the truce, how it has
affected them and the reasons for their point of view.

Students work in pairs or small groups. Assign a
character to each student from the source materials
or ask them to choose their own. A summary of the
characters could be printed onto flash cards to help
them. Older pupils could create their own.

Make sure that each group’s characters have
different back stories as this will create more
interesting discussions. For example, mix up the
different ranks of soldiers from the Allied or German
forces and make these two enemy sides speak to
each other. Include the Belgian soldier, Michel Toudy,
in the discussions and think about why he opposed
the truce. Include people at home who heard news of
the truce in letters from their fathers, brothers, etc.

@0 BRITISH THE FOOTBALL i
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perspectives by discussing ethical dilemmas.

TN
The Pope and

General Sir Horace
(SmthDorren

Students should spend five minutes in their pairs

or groups discussing the truce from the point of
view of their character, and then summarise their
conversation to the rest of the class. Use this as the
basis of a class debate about the rights and wrongs
of the Christmas Truce.

Questions to answer (in character) during the
conversations:
» What did the truce mean to them?

» How did the truce affect them?
» What impact did it have on the war?

» Was it right to make friends or play football with
enemies who you had tried to kill and who had
killed your friends?

» Was it right for soldiers to disobey orders to
establish a truce?

» Was it right to use the ceasefire to try to gain
information about the opposing forces?

» How easy is it to stop fighting and then start again?
» How did the soldiers feel when the truce ended?

Imperial War Museum document number HU 35801



@ Moral education

Here are some characters from source
materials that could be used for the
conversations:

The Pope - see reports about the Truce of God’
proposed by Pope Benedict XV.

British / French rank and file soldiers — for
example, the Wray brothers, Marcel Bechu, John
Erskin from the Edinburgh Evening News, the account
of the truce from the Staffordshire Sentinel, the
unnamed officer in The Times and the soldiers
mentioned in the East Sussex Regimental War Diaries
who rebuffed a truce attempt by the Germans.

German rank and file soldiers — see the accounts
from Hitler's regiment, Lieutenant Niemann, and
others who describe playing football.

British high-ranking soldiers — see General Sir
Horace Smith-Dorrien’s orders to troops before and
after the truce.
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German high-ranking soldiers — for example,
Walter Stennes, Prince Heinrich or a German general
seeing the truce through a periscope (photo).

A Belgian soldier — see Michel Toudy.

Soldiers who took part in the truce and refused
to fight afterwards — see the report from the
Staffordshire Sentinel of the Guardian report

A young person at home reading letters

and newspaper reports about the truce - for
example, Taegliche Rundschau, as reported in the
Staffordshire Sentinel, or the Guardian, as reported in
the Staffordshire Sentinel.

Civilians, for example Belgians, who were made
refugees by the fighting.
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Age range: 9-14

Curriculum links: PE, English

Global citizenship skills and values: Communication,
collaboration

Learning objectives: To begin planning a football match

to commemorate the Christmas Truce of 1914 and consider

the attributes of an effective football player
You don't need a real
pitch, some children don't
even need shoes

@ Sports activities

The football that was played at Christmas 1914 was not like a football
match you might see on a Saturday. It was played in a rough and
often bombed area of ground between the trenches. Some of the
accounts mention caps being thrown down as goal posts, but the
pitch would certainly not be marked in any way:.

There were unlimited numbers on each team — one
soldier remembers two or three hundred taking part.
There were no team captains, strikers or defenders.

Memories
Ask the pupils who has played this kind of football
and what made it fun? How and when did it happen?

What's the difference between this and a ‘real’
football match?

Make a football

In parts of the world today, children still play football
on patches of land, often with their bare feet. Many
cannot afford a leather football, so they make their
own out of local materials. The most commonly
used material is plastic bags. Encourage groups

of students to make their own football. Have a
competition to see which group can make the most
successful and robust football and work together
successfully as a team.

There was no referee.

Some accounts have a real football sent to the troops
for Christmas and being blown up for the game. In
other records the football was improvised, and was
just something that they could kick around.

There was no strip. Soldiers wore their uniforms,
including trousers and jackets, kilts and heavy
army boots.

This lesson encourages you to recreate the spirit
of this special football experience and to think
about how you might go about organising your
commemoration match.

TheFA
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Thinking Ahead

Organising your football match

Ask your pupils to think about the organisation
of your special commemorative football match in
December.

» What resources will be needed?

» How can they involve as many people (boys and
girls) as possible?

* How will they keep score?
» How can they share and publicise the event?

Encourage them to work together to develop a
timeline and a list of who will be responsible for
different parts of the event. Make sure someone will
be on hand with a camera to take photographs of the
teams together to show that you remembered.




This is a real football from
the First World War. It was
dribbled across No Man’s
Land by soldiers from the
London Irish Rifles during an
attack at the battle of Loos in
1915. They wanted to score a

‘goal’ in the German trenches.
Photo reproduced with the kind permission
of the Curator of the Regimental Museum
of the London Irish Rifles.
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Four corners

Successful footballers can balance the technical,
psychological, physical and social elements across
their lives, to achieve the best results in sport.

One tool used to help them achieve this is the four
corners approach. This looks at different aspects of
a player’s life — technical, psychological, physical and
social — and develops these to achieve their potential
on the pitch. The model aims to develop not just the
player but the whole person.

The table to the right gives some examples of the
skills footballers need in each of the four corners:

TheFA
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TECHNICAL

As a footballer, the skills needed to be effective on
the pitch, for example:

— Long and short passes

— Tackling

To develop these skills:

* Ask the team to play in different positions during
different periods of the game

* Let them play their own game

* Play different formations

PSYCHOLOGICAL

The mental strength needed by footballers:
— Decision making on the pitch

To develop these skills:

* Allow the players to learn from their mistakes
and take risks

* Let the players experiment and make their
own decisions

PHYSICAL

Footballers need to be in good shape for
the match.

To develop these skills:
* Incorporate generic movement — agility, balance
and co-ordination into your warm-up

SOCIAL

Being part of a team
Following the rules of the game

To develop these skills:

+ Allow the players to be involved in decision
making processes

* Give the players responsibility

o e ——————



Four corners

Ask pupils if they can add to the grid by giving further
examples for each section and ideas of how these
skills could be developed.

Soldiers fighting on the Western Front taking part in
the Christmas Truce also had to balance these four
aspects. Use the source materials to try and identify
the technical, psychological, physical and social
attributes that were important during this period and
add to the grid to the right.

The FA's four corner model has been adapted for the purposes of this project.

two photoéfaphsry
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TECHNICAL

The skills needed by a soldier in the trenches, for
example:
—how to use and arm a gun

PSYCHOLOGICAL
The mental strength needed by soldiers

— Risk taking
— Strategic awareness
— In the truce the courage to meet the enemy.

In the source materials, a soldier from RJR 16 (Hitler’s
regiment) described how an enemy soldier made

his way across No Man’s Land: ‘An especially brave
man came closer, with his arms waving, then another
followed and then more and more...” The corporal
writing in The Saturday Review explains that .. even
to show your head above the parapet would have
been fatal, but tonight we go unarmed (but a little
shakey) out to meet our enemies.

PHYSICAL

Soldiers need to be fit. In the source materials,
Lieutenant Zehmisch describes ‘a vigorous football
match’

SOCIAL

—
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Age range: 9-14 Learning objectives: To use the historical example of the
Curriculum Links: Citizenship, History, Literacy Christmas Truce to develop understanding of conflict and
Global citizenship skills and learning values: Conflict conflict resolution

resolution, self-awareness, critical analysis

Friend and Foe conflict simulation game

What is the game about? Around this time some enemy soldiers start to share
A conflict resolution game for upper primary Christmas greetings. Gradually the soldiers begin to
and lower secondary students based around the rise out of the trenches and meet each other in No
Christmas Truce on the Western Front in 1914. The Man'’s Land. Carols are sung, presents exchanged and

game will challenge your students to think about their it is rumoured that football matches are played.

actions, as well as the cause and effect of conflicts. What might have happened if both sides had carried
You can see a video of a school playing this game at forward this good feeling and tried to sort out their
http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/ differences? Could the war have ended then, without
football-remembers. millions of lives being lost?

Why play the game?

The Friend and Foe game explores a process the two

sides might have used to reach a truce.

In this game cooperation (playing the Friend card)
results in the best pay-off for both sides, even if the
temptation to double cross (playing the Foe card)

is high.

A version of this game has been used in many :
communities in conflict including Kosovo, Northern
Ireland, northern Nigeria, Sri Lanka and gangs in
Colombia.

The Scenario (read this to the students)

It is Christmas 1914 and the First World War started
almost four months ago. German, Belgian, French,
Indian and British troops have dug themselves into .
trenches in northern France and Belgium. From photographed with

the trenches they fight one another across No Pl Qf the' Royal .
P oy S 0 Warwickshire Regiment

in No Man'’s Land on the
Western Front

German soldiers of the
134th Saxon Regiment
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Playing the Friend and Foe game

It will take around an hour to play.

You will need:
2 X Friend cards (REDS) and 2 x Foe cards (BLUES),
so that each team has one of each colour

« Score sheet

Split the students into two teams, A and B. Each
team needs an area to discuss tactics that is not
within listening distance of the other team.

« Start by reading out the scenario

* You can also assign to each team an author from
the written sources who was in favour of the truce,
one from the German side and the other from the
Allied Forces. For example, German Lieutenant
Zehmisch and British Captain Robert Hamilton
(their diaries are included in the source materials).
Ask the teams to read the Zehmisch and Hamilton
accounts of the truce and put themselves in the
place of the officers

* Explain to the class that this game will give them
an opportunity to end the war, either by building a
lasting truce or by victory/defeat.

The game consists of ten rounds of each team
playing either a red or blue card. Red cards are
cooperative: Friend. Blue cards are uncooperative:
Foe. If you play a red card you are building trust
with your enemy. If you play a blue card you are
undermining the truce, or ‘defecting’.

The teams’ scores depend on the cards played by
the opposing team (see the score table) and whether
their plays are Friend plays (maximum score three
points) or Foe plays (maximum score six points).

Note: Students will be confused by the explanation of
the game, but all will become clear after the first few
rounds. Tell students this before the game begins.

The possible plays in the card game are:

» Two Red Friend cards — both cooperate and are
rewarded for cooperation by receiving three
points each.

* One Red Friend and one Blue Foe card — one
cooperates and the other defects. The defecting
player gets six points, while the cooperator
gets none.

» Two Blue Foe cards — both defect and are punished
for their mutual defection by having three points
deducted each.

After each round, each team discusses what card
to play next.

Rounds 1-4: During the first four rounds students
may not communicate with the other team in any
way. After each play, record the score.

After Round 4: Each team chooses an envoy or
representative to talk to the other team (these are the
brave soldiers who first stepped out into No Man’s
Land). They spend two minutes talking to each other
about how they will move forward but they do not
have to stick to what they promise. They then report
back to their teams ahead of round five.

Rounds 5-8: Resume play. After each play, record
the score.

After Round 8: Both teams meet to discuss how to
move forward. The teacher should facilitate this and
students should speak only when asked, to avoid a
shouting match.

Rounds 9-10: Resume play. The final two rounds
are worth double points. Add up the final scores and
explain the conclusions below.

Secret strategy advice for teachers: The best
strategy is to cooperate on the first move and

then repeat the play made by the opponent on the
previous move. Students should not find this out until
the end of the game.
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¢ Playing the Friend and Foe game

The conclusions After the game
Peace: both teams have more than ten points. Students should complete the evaluation form
£ The peace talks have worked and a truce is in place. independently to express their own feelings and
Everyone wins. not those of the group. Then discuss the findings
A fragile truce: both teams score between zero together. Points to consider include:
and ten points. A fragile truce is in place but relations * How the game helps you to understand the
could easily break down again. Christmas Truce
One side wins the war: if one team has between * The factors that are important in resolving conflict

zero and ten points and the other has more than ten.
For a decisive victory, the winning team should have
more than 30 points.

Everybody loses: both teams have zero or minus
points. The war continues at the cost of millions

» Why this game could be used to resolve and
avoid conflicts

of lives.
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The conflict resolution game was adapted for this pack by Professor Tom Woodhouse, University of Bradford



COLOR PLAYED CUMULATIVE SCORE

A B A B

CONFERENCE (WHOLE TEAM)
9

10
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If you played the game again what would you do differently?

Did your strategy change as the game progressed? What did you learn from playing the game?
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Age range: 9-14

Curriculum Links: History, English

Global citizenship skills and learning values: Critical
thinking, reading and comprehension, debate and
discussion, analysis and value judgement

@ History

In pairs or small groups, ask the pupils to make mind
maps showing what they already know, or think they
know, about the Christmas Truce.

Then ask each group to write down three questions
or topics that that they would like to investigate
further before their commemorative football match.
Encourage them to ask open questions that they can
go on to research.

Share the pupils’ mind maps. Talk about the pupils’
existing knowledge and explore some of the
questions or topics that have been raised. Discuss
how they can go about finding their answers.

It is important that this sequence of enquiry
questions and activities is taught in order, as it is
designed to culminate in an assessment of the
significance of the Christmas Truce to pupils today.

The activities could be differentiated for younger
pupils by limiting the number of sources they use,
simplifying text or leaving out material that is deemed
inappropriate for a particular age group.

Learning objectives: Develop an awareness of different
interpretations of historical events and an ability to review
sources and consider their accuracy

1. Why were soldiers friendly towards their
enemies across the Western Front during
Christmas 1914?

Use the information in the introduction to this pack
to recap and explain details of the Christmas Truce
of 1914. Using source material from the pack, make
a single large copy of each suggested source and
mount each one on an even larger piece of paper
for annotation.

Display the possible motivations for fraternisation

listed below. Ask pupils if there are others they can

think of:

« Soldiers on both sides found they had experiences
in common

» Soldiers enjoyed socialising with each other

« Soldiers on both sides were homesick and wanted
to celebrate the Christmas holiday as they usually
did with their families

« Soldiers on both sides were curious to meet their
enemies

+ Soldiers on both sides thought it was wrong to kill
at Christmas

» Soldiers on both sides wanted to bury their dead.

Give time for individuals, pairs or small groups to
circulate around the room reading and annotate each
source in turn. Ask them to highlight comments or
phrases within the text or details within an image that
could suggest a particular motivation for the actions
of soldiers on each side. Ask them to rank which they
think are the most important.

Pupils could participate in a final debate on why
soldiers fraternised despite propaganda depicting
their enemies as cruel, treacherous or barbaric.

ed sources fOr
1 include soldiers

diaries, soldiers’ \gtﬁers and
extracts of war diaries.

7.9,16,23,53
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memoirs, a dia
of the truce ta

periscope.

sources for question
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@ History

2. Since early 1915, people have disputed the
idea that football could have been played in
such difficult circumstances. Ask your pupils
whether they think that football was played.
Display the possible reasons for debate listed
below:
* People who say football was played are reporting
hearsay, so it was just a rumour

» Some of the accounts of football being played only
emerged years and years after the war — it was a
myth which people wanted to believe in

* No Man'’s Land was very dangerous and filled with
wire, shellholes and the dead — people could not
have played football there

« Soldiers had guns and ammunition — not footballs —
in the trenches

+ Commanding officers would not have allowed
soldiers to fraternise.

This lesson could be differentiated for younger pupils
by selecting fewer or more accessible sources.
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3. How significant was the Christmas Truce

of 1914?

Lead a discussion about what pupils consider to be
the most significant event in their lives so far and
ask them to give reasons for this. Ask the class what
‘significance’ means to them.

Now display the following criteria for ascribing

historical significance to an historical event:

» Remarkable — the event was remarked on at the
time or has been since

» Remembered - the event has been remembered
as important at some stage in history to a group or
groups of people

* Resulted in change — the event had consequences
for the future

 Resonant — people still connect with, or refer to the
event, in the present

* Revealing — the event tells you something about
what it was like to live at that time.

Ask the pupils to form pairs to carefully read the
suggested accounts of the truce in this pack and to
highlight words which indicate how significant the
participants thought the truce was at the time. Lead
a whole class discussion and take a vote, awarding
a mark out of ten for how significant the truce
appeared to be to people at the time.

Repeat the same activity for the extract over the
page from the Official British War History published
in 1926.

‘ sted sources for
xgsgtﬁ)n 3 include one diary,
a photograph of the truce,
the official history of 1915, a
memoir, an interview and @
regimental record.

16, 24, 31, 34,
35,48




@ History

‘During Christmas Day (1914) there was an informal suspension of If you watch one of thesere st BHQTQIEREERE

. i ) you could have a similar discussion to those held
arms (truce) during daylight on a few parts of the front and a certain above and take a vote, awarding a mark out of ten for
amount of fraternization (friendly relations). Where there had been how signifieant tae itiess aBoemE o NEREEEEE

recent fighting both sides took the opportunity of burying their dead ~ -estl.1ead adiscussion ensuring that pupils

understand the criteria and take suggestions as to

lying in No Man’s Land and in some places there was an exchange how it could be applied to the Christmas Truce of
' : i 1914. Then ask them to consider what mark out of
of small gifts and a little talk, the Germans expressing themselves S for S A e e

confident of an early victory. Before returning to their trenches both Christmas Truce.
sides sang Christmas carols and soldiers’ songs, each in their own
language... There was to be an attempt to repeat this old time warfare
custom at Christmas 1915 but it was a small isolated one, and the
fraternisation of 1914 was never repeated.

Steer the whole class discussion of the extract, so » Michael Morpurgo’s The Best Christmas Present in
that pupils compare the accounts of 1914 with the the World

extract from the Official British War History and « Blackadder Goes Forth, Episode 6 Good Byeee

e><_p|ore_the possible SERLE _vvhy_these accounts https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vH3-Gt7mgyM
might differ and the relative significance the sources

ascribe to the truces.

The Christmas Truce, and particularly the game of , ol ;
football, have often been depicted in plays, films and * Paul McCartney's 1983 hit Pipes of Peace, which

books about the First World War. For example: depicts the Christmas Truce of 1914
www.youtube.com/watch?v=sa7Wwmuo9yY

* Horrible Histories
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00DjeoRbAP8

* Film and play, Oh What a Lovely War!
» Michael Foreman’s War Game
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Age range: 9-14 Learning objectives: Use research skills to learn about
Curriculum Links: History, English, Drama, Citizenship football in the First World War and find out how propaganda
Global citizenship skills and learning values: Research was used to encourage footballers and fans to join up
skills, team work, community awareness, reading and

comprehension, presentation skills

O Find a footballer

Create a profile of a First World War footballer
and present your research as a poster. This
could be someone from your area, someone
from a local team or someone whose story
inspires your pupils. This activity gives students
a human connection with football in the First
World War through an individual player's story,
professional or amateur, man or woman.

Ask students to work independently or in pairs
to research a footballer, record their findings and
present them to the class. They could use a wide
range of sources. Online research, libraries and
football club historians are a good place to start.
Remind them to record the sources they use.

They could use the following guidance and template
to help them.

Make a display in your school of all the footballers
your pupils find, swap stories with your partner
school, and upload what the students find to the
British Council Schools Online site.

@0 BRITISH THE FOOTBALL i
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O® Find a footballer research worksheet

NAME

Deciding who to research can be one of the
toughest decisions — here are a few options
to help you get started:
+ Do you play football in a team today? Did
your team exist at the outbreak of the First World
War? If so, can you find out what happened to the
people who played in your team during the war?

* Do you support a football team today? Did
your football team exist during the First
World War? Can you find out who played
for them, and what the team did during the
war? (This is a good place to start whether
you support a small local club or one of
the Premier League’s top four teams.)

* During the war, did women play football in your
area? What can you find out about them?

« Are there any stories in your family or community
about football in the First World War? There
may be a very special story on your doorstep.
Perhaps a great-great-uncle who loved to play
football before the war signed up. Ask your
parents, grandparents and other relatives or
people from your local area. This could include
sheltered housing for older people, as their
parents might have been involved in the war, and
local history groups.

DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH

BACKGROUND

Where did he (or she) grow up, what was their
family like, what was their job before, or as well as,
playing football?

WHAT HAPPENED TO THEM IN THE WAR?

When did they join up to fight, and which regiment
or battalion did they join?

If you are finding out about a female footballer,
what did she do during the war? Why did she start
playing football?

WHAT HAPPENED AFTERWARDS?

If they survived, what did they do after the
war? If they died, are they remembered
somewhere? For example, on a war
memorial or at their football club.

Remember that most people who took part in the

war came home — 88 per cent of soldiers returned.

A PHOTOGRAPH

If you can find one that is free of
copyright restrictions.

A DRAWING

Be an artist! From what you have discovered, what
do you think your footballer looked like?

RESOURCES USED

It's always important to explain how you got your
information and where you got it from.

THE FOOTBALL
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@ Find a footballer research worksheet

:
-3

Name

What happened to them in the war?

] Date and place of birth

Background

What happened afterwards?

An image

Resources used

TheFA
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Age range: 9-14
Curriculum Links: History, English, Drama, Citizenship

Global citizenship skills and learning values: Research

skills, team work, community awareness, reading and
comprehension, presentation skills

Learning objectives: Use research skills to learn about
football in the First World War and find out how propaganda
was used to encourage footballers and fans to join up

M Propaganda and football

Recruiting footballers to the armed forces -
propaganda

At the start of the First World War, football carried on
as usual. Some people thought that this was wrong
and that men who played football should be fighting
for their country.

The Football Association (FA) and the government
encouraged footballers to join up. One way they did
this was through propaganda.

The source materials include posters and a letter
from the FA sent to footballers encouraging them
to enlist:

* FA Poster — An Appeal to Good Sportsmen —
issued in 1914, urging men to enlist now and ‘show
that they are good sportsmen... Every man must
know his duty to himself and to his country’.

* The FA sent a letter to footballers encouraging
them to join the ‘Footballer's Battalion’. Its closing
line was, ‘We do urge you as a patriot and a
footballer to come to the help of the country in
its hour of need!

P sociation, a 9a
- As

» Football Battalion recruitment poster —
“Young men of Britain!ll The Germans said you
were not in earnest... We knew you'd come and
Give Them The Liel Play the Greater Game
on the Field of Honour. The poster quotes
a German newspaper as saying, ‘The young
Britons prefer to exercise their long limbs on the
football ground rather than to expose them to
any sort of risk in the service of their country.

They also include a poster encouraging Irish soldiers
to enlist by encouraging them to join a ‘Grand
International Match’ against Germany and Austria,

a football-themed game from the time and three
newspaper articles.

\ e,
P include -
- suqggested sources e
e ool
' head O O
~ written by the o rom the time

and three short newspaper ArfClESEs el

40, 41,42,43, 44,
45, 50,56

P )
€T SChog)
DOster I recryjmasel
Sters yyj Mment

b
Partner s h’; g//our 1y
2 iv»

g

/f.

Divide the class into small groups and give them

some or all of the sources from the above list to

work with. Discuss your findings together. Ask

students to look at the sources and answer the

following questions:

» What message is the poster / letter / game / article
trying to get across?

» How does it do this — through its language, layout,
use of images?

» What kind of language does it use? How does its
language help to get the message across?

» How do the posters and letter appeal to your
emotions? What effect do they have?

» Compare and contrast the sources. Which do you
think are the most effective and why?

* Design football recruitment posters for a display.

TheFA
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Introduction to the sources

These original sources include a range of .docu-

* Letters published in newspapers This sele chosen t
« Extracts from handwritten diaries reflect | sides 'J‘” the ; : |
kept by families and passed to story. | .‘D'""f*- looked for a : RS | AREERs
museums from the British and the B Chanin (
» Photographs taken by soldiers at French, Belg|an and In § /-’f“
the time and sent to newspapers and civilians and put y 0l e {
to be published their original Ia gu ‘ ' e )
» Examples of the souvenirs that In translation. iotenl -
soldiers exchanged The solrcasiarEITENE
« War records sent to command authentically — he
headquarters grammar and s J“

« Memoirs published during the war

and in the years since - This is rea ‘? =

- Propaganda posters ' .
* Histories of football and footballers .
during the First World War. .

Thanks to the British Library for their help in finding these sources.

Every reasonable effort has been made to trace copyright holders and obtain permission from them. The British Council has acted in good faith at all times
and on the best information available to us at the time of publication. Please contact the British Council if you own copyright in any material which has been
included in this schools pack without your consent.
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Source: 1 @ Moral education

The Times, 8 December 1914

r l-
Pope Benedict XV was one of a handful of international figures who | /
saw the celebration of Christmas as an ideal opportunity to hasten

the end of the war, and sent a communication to all the Powers on |
6 December 1914. This proposed a Truce of God at Christmas to The Pope: the leader of
run for three days, from 23-25 December 1914. On 9 December, the Roman Catholic Church
Germany stated it was not opposed in principle to the Pope’s
suggestion of a truce at Christmas and, two days later, Germany
agreed to a truce. On 16 December 1914, the Cologne Gazette
reported that Germany’s allies, Austria-Hungary and Turkey, had
agreed to the Pope’s proposal for a Truce of God at Christmas.

The Pope is endeavouring to bring about
an understanding whereby a truce may

be made possible during the Christmas
season. It is thought, however, that there 1s

little hope of this succeeding. Pope Benedict XV was
Pope from September

1914 to his death in
January 1922
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Source: 2 (@ Moral education

/ DAL RUCHE

Daily Express, 10 December 1914

WHAT GERMANY WOULD LIKE
The Hague, Wednesday, Dec 9.

The “Berliner Tageblatt” states that
the Pope has sent an appeal to all the
belligerent Powers with the object of
bringing about a three days’ truce for
Christmas.

The truce would extend from December
23 to the date of the Roman Christmas.
Germany is not opposed to the suggestion
on principle and the * “Tageblatt” admits
that the Papal suggestion 18 excellent from
the humanitarian standpoint.
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So ;
urce: 3 @) Moral education

The Church Times, 18 December 1914

d to the
to suspend

[...]

THE POPE, it appears. has appeale
belligerent Powers. exhorting them
nostilities during the Christmas week

if a Truce of God were

onditions

it may be felt that 1
agreed 10, there 1s nO certainty the €
nation

would be honourably observed by 2
that contemptuously and immorally tears up
a treaty as a mere scrap of paper. Shocking
as it is that there should be war at the season
of “Peace on Earth”, the time for suspending

rrl

nostilities has not yet a ved: it will come
only when the beaten enemy sues for mercy.
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Source: 4
ﬂ Moral education

Orders Issued

Write a truce diary

Orders issued to officers of the 3rd and 5th Division by
General Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien, 4 December 1914

It is not surprising that groups of men who were
sitting in opposing trenches could hear and
sometimes even speak to each other. Sometimes,
the British and German troops would hold singing
competitions.

The British High Command became aware that
incidences of this kind were taking place and had
increased in the run up to Christmas. General

Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien was an experienced
professional soldier who understood how his troops
might be feeling. He became increasingly concerned
that his soldiers would be tempted to fraternise with
the enemy during the Christmas period, and this
might have serious consequences for the war

effort overall.

This is an order he issued to try to prevent this.

Document held in The National Archives, number WO 95-1560

-

¥

x

The inculcation of the offensive spirit in the
defence

Although the Corps Commander is of the opinion
that the re-assumption of the reoffensive must
ever be borne in mind [...] it must be realised
that there may be a considerable period of
antecedent waiting. It is during this period that
th§ greatest danger to the morale of the troops
exists. Experience of this, and every other war
proves undoubtedly that troops in trenches in
?lose proximity to the enemy slide very easily

1? permitted to do SO, into a ‘live and let 4
llve’-theory of life. Understandings — amounting
sometimes to almost unofficial armistices — grow up
between our troops and the enemy, with a view to
making life easier, until the sole object of war
bec9mgs obscured, and officers and men sink into

a military lethargy from which it is difficult to
arogse them when the moment for great sacrifices
agalg érises. [--.] Socialising with the enemy,
unofficial armistices [...] and the exchange of
tobacco and other comforts, however tempting and

occasionally amusing they may be, are absolutely
prohibited.

@@ BRITISH
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" The inculcation of the
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offensive spirit in‘the defence:
getting soltfﬂc?mgo fight 4
Antecedent: something that
comes before an event

Morale: mood of a person/group

being confident, cheeﬁul and . _
willing to perform assigned tasks 1
Armistices: pauses in fighting

where both sides agree not to

attack another

Lethargy: laziness |
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Source: 5 Write a truce diary
m Moral education

Confidential memorandum

Issued to officers of the 2nd C
: orps b |
Horace Smith-Dorrien, 27 Decempbery1 &e;eral X!

I was shown a report from one
section of how, on Cchristmas Day.
a friendly gathering had taken
place of Germans and British
on the neutral ground between
the two lines, recounting that
many officers had taken part in
it. This is only illustrative
of the apathetic state we are
gradually sinking into, apart
also from illustrating that any
orders I issue on the subject
are useless, for I have issued
the strictest orders that on
no account is socialising to
be allowed between opposing
troops. [...] T am calling as to
particulars of names of officers
and units who took part in this
Christmas gathering, with a view
to disciplinary action.

This memorandum was is

tQ British Officers by GenZLrJaeld
Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien
after he heard reports of the
Christmas Truce.

Neutral: helonging t©
neitner side
\llustrative: an example of

Apathetic-. lack of interest

pisciplinary action:
pun'\shment

%
‘Eu-uqsz

TH-DeRRIL

Graye of General Sir Horace
Smith-Dorrien, St Peter’s
Cemetery, Berkhamsted
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Write a truce diary
m Moral education

Source: 6

The diary of Michel Toudy

Not everyone in the trenches
wanted to take part in the truce.
Shortly before Christmas 1914,
front line Belgian troops stopped
the German advance and held
on to a small part of their land.
This victory was a huge source
of national pride as Germany had
iInvaded Belgium and any victory
against the occupying force was
to be celebrated. Michel Toudy
was a Belgian soldier who fought
on the Western Front from 1914,
until he was killed by a grenade
in July 1917. In this extract from
his diary, he describes how he
felt when the fighting stopped.

Reproduced with the kind permission of the In Flanders Fields Museum.
Translated by Paul Docherty.

Dixmude (French) / Diksmuide (Flemish): Belgian city
in West Flanders that was occupied by the Germans after
a fierce battle in 1914 \

|
Ruins of Dixmude: the town was badly damaged by the
fighting in October and November 1914

Grenadiers: elite soldiers who traditionally led assaults
on the enemy and threw hand grenades.

Boche: slang for German soldier
Nauseating: sickening
Armistice: pause in the fighting

{

6\/8/7//73 {h 2he Crenches at Dixrude C.. 1 Dar/nj Zhe n/:9/7# of 24-25. Unwswall
1ot a S/ng/e rifle Shot is heard. thad s 50//73 on? Couwuld it be Z‘/]e-enc/ of Z‘/ze,y
wgr? ! Arocend 23.00 we hear Che Germans cwoho are S/ng/nﬁ arvid Che ruins of
D/)(Mao/e @o’ l/‘h Z‘/?e Z‘rehcﬁeS . 7778}/ are Ce/eéraz‘/nj C/)/*/'SZMQS h ouwr FrUInS
4{‘04(/70’ ﬂlwo//lwg/]i, Co show therm Chat coe are not a’/SCoaraged Sone renaa-’/erS
Sing patriotic Songs and Christmas carols. This /asts Zhe A«))/’]o/e mﬁ%ﬂ‘.

IZ showld be said that Z‘/?e_/:e are those who Knd 2his disterding. Fronr Zhe
74.} rst howrs one asks what's hqppen/nﬁ, 3eni‘/emen Che Gerrans 3a/~e Zaking Zhe
//éerz‘y of wd/@lnj about in front of ws owt of their trenches. TS T Aad
way ?_‘/7‘ey wouldn ¢ be Sz‘ro///ng about for /onﬁ, I would give Z‘/;em a Z‘aneMy/’
Zhe o/e.//5/7Z‘5 of Some rac hine gun bullets. But cohat C:anﬂyoa do? A// Z‘/?eSeO
3/-enac//erl5 are a/so CO/)’//Ahg out of’ Lheir trenches and Zhe pParty begins. The
/%(5/7‘ Friendship a /on3 way, a/l sorts of exchanaes éegin. 7 he 'éojc/ws-‘ z‘/zri/w
us plpe_§ )y Oranges, chocolate etc. Stolen proba ly From wus, there are fools
who guite Stupidly accept and also send Zhess Sowenrs. Lhat do our Zop

AI“CZSS do here? 777e dJ. . X
‘ {  do nhothing to st 2his . ;
3erman/5az‘/on . 99 v scandal, ¢his Arst SZ‘ep Zo

There are those coho £nd 7 enz‘erz‘a/'n/ng, Chey are also struck éy Sone
germms .w/’o are Preparing to bury our dear dead C..1 T# is really disguesting, it
1S rnot O/O/h3 2AIs CAG will deliver owr dear ones and those cwho are L{;?c/er Z‘/? ;
heel. T we do Such SZ‘apl‘c/ Z‘/?/hjS we Aave aéczna/oneo/ e\/eryf/w‘n done in Are ot
and Blood and coe c/raj oUr riSery into the mud. tel! Hnre. 777&/73( vou! there

are e going? Everyewhere except Berlin! Tk :
oSy 15.005 /waré _ Pl Berlin! Thls nauseat ng spectacle Anally stops
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Scout: a soldier who runs messages or gathers information

Source: 7 Write a truce diary oty
“ History Detachments: small groups
Solemnity: seriousness

25thDec 1914 - Fromelles
EXtraCt from the mmgmsﬁzmmmwmbaﬁWWW@M@
. ' ' withvthe Germans who-were anxiows ,
Regimental War DIaries s i ot sege ot dasing.

of 7th Division, 20th saying thas i we it fire at them they would mor fee eyt S27 backs

Brigade, 2 Battalion Regiment came onvto-our ownwire fonce; und
4 oty

g ’ ’ wmwtomthm They appeared to- be ap yﬁfowvowtrench@y
SCOtS Gua rdS W‘swlf% ma”’yaﬂd/’badg%. Owr VVL@VUQ«M@'CZ’I@VVUPZ&MM/PMMW

2 b appreciated. Fbwﬂwdowmﬁwmwawer@alﬂ@toynake,

b g N WWZWWWW o-bury the dead, who had, been killed on Dec 1819 con,
Each division of the British Army helf oy Wybetwwgwﬁxgwm The Germans brought the bodies to-o
kept a war diary in which they fovmed/mmmgbuzc;@rmmmmmmQQW*O’C?’MMWGWW
recorded a brief summary of the alternately. The whole of thig wous dons ;Z‘&;‘tpl“””z read some prayers
events which occurred on each L talked to several officers and, men... Another offi et
day of the war. Here is an example fngmofrrmappweobwwm%&mrmmmugf Cfm“lfw“,‘ff Pegt
of what one recorded during deadxmamd/re/\{erwtlg/ said “Les Broves” va&hmuythattipre/rwwxzdﬁf
WW#WBVWMAVW.

Christmas 1914.
The men I spoke to-were also- reticent. They appeared generally tired, of

fighting; and wanted, to- - /
inEngland, i oot T Cheir previows employments: Some lived,

Reverence: respect ;
“Les Braves”: French for “the brave men’.
Reticent: shy, holding back

- Previous employments: the work they had done before the war

@@ COUNCIL
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Communicate: get in touch



Source: 8 Conflict resolution

- xtract from the
Regimental War

Roval Irish Rifles

Each division of the British
Army kept a war diary in which
they recorded a brief summary
of events that occurred on
each day of the war. Here is an
example of what one recorded
during Christmas 1914,

Diary of 1 Battalion,

25 Dec 1914 - Fort Degquin, Neuve Chappelle

Thige ituation continued righf through the ni%tﬁ. At dawn, 25th, the Germang
chouted out “Merry Xmag” from their trencheg and danced and gang in front of
their parapete.

Meggage from Bde [8:40am]

“Sth Diviion reade 2o long ae Germang do not enipe, there ghould be no eniping
from our lineg today but greatest vigilance must be maintained ag Germang are not
to be trugted. Our qune will not be firing today unlese agked to do g0 by Infantry
or the German gung fire.”

From OC I/RIR

3 [11:30am] “Progrese Report. All very quiet along my front. Hag been no sound
of eniping on either flank even for some time. Situation ceerng evolving into a kind
of armigtice terminating [2 mn. tonight. The instructione are being obeyed by both
aideg. [.] Position in our trencheg i¢ ~ Careful guard by those being on duty while
allowing thoge off duty to relax. Thie ceeme to be the German attitude aleo.

(Iater) “Germang are now walking up and down outeide their trenches. Our
men are moatly in their trenches. Three are out in rear of their parapete. Actual
communication with the enemy ig forbidden.”

It ia very doubtful how one should relate thie curious coldiers truce. The German
coldiere themeelves are probably simple minded enough about the thing but only
fime will show whether there ie not comething behind all thie and uuhef%er we have
not made a migtake in permitting this to take place.

continued overleaf
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Source: 8 Conflict resolution

Extract from the Regimental War Diary
of 1 Battalion, Royal Irish Rifles (continued) |—=vmsizteereree,

ENemy eyen e o 10 Shoot ¢
open fightin N there was
V'gilance :
Very carefy; iehing ov being
F’ank: sl‘de
The following noteg are recorded. :" MiStice: 3 pause fight
. - erminat i Ing
L The truce sought entirely by the enemy sy
' N 7D midnight

2. The enemy have acked for 2 dayg of thie which h
officere o? the Battalion in the ﬁ%ing linel.g o

3. The mutual arrangement ig that if either gide conetruct worke or carry
out such repaire to workg that the other congider not playing the game
they will fire shote over the other cides heads.

4. Captain O’Sullivan, commandfn% B’ Coy of the Battalion will fire hig
revolver at [2 mn. tonight (25th/261th) at which cignal the truce ends.

Only a few shote were fired affer the midnight signal wag fired by Captai
O'Sullivan from our trencheg. Shortly before? midr?ighf Zzzr;reof &rr?\g:én
came over towarde ‘B’ Coy trenches and were ordered baeﬁ.

Soldiers from the Royal Irish
Rifles (believed to be from 1
Battalion) in a communication
trench behind the front lines
in France in July 1916.
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Source: 9 English and drama Sports activities

- : : Postcard with the names of
DeS|gn a war memorial G H|story two German soldiers written
/\ on it. Sent by Harry Hackett,
1st Battalion Grenadier
Guards, who participated in
the truce.

Edinburgh Evening News,
2 January 1915

This is a letter from Company

Sergeant Major Fran Naden,

Il Corps, 5th Division, 15th

Brigade, 6 Battalion, Cheshire. ;

i I e
l'}‘._,

Soldiers regularly wrote letters 25 Dec 1914 = Wulierghem/ Messines Coud
home to th.elr famllles, about : /Q” Christmas Eve, as eac/ ﬁ'reé‘cz// went up frop the German
their experiences during the ey s Shouted ' Wurrah' ard | Lot's have another'. They
: o s S SZ) ’ ; 3 e
wa rlt was COmen praCtICe, C/zrz‘sz‘ivhgs DZ; ii:njf"j‘j:égef:;nc;iﬁcz;fhn\;Z‘M?S Ayrmns. On
particularly early in the war @nd held his hands up. Our #ollows immediaton, Z’eof;”cjes
when British newspapers were Z‘/’;Ir‘ z.‘renc/h?s and 2he Germans 9ot out of Z/)Zf}g\s, and zuz
forbidden f ting what 7rel in Che piddle, and £or the rest of the day me Fratormced
TS er oSl Iﬂ.g. i exClianging £ood, Cigarettes and sowvenrs 77?3/ Ger -~
was happenmg» for families to “US Some of Lheir sausages, and we gave Zhem Som:zfoﬂj:e

SCUFL. The Scotsman started 2he bagpipes and e had a rare old

pass soldiers letters to local Jolheation, which inoled foctball) in which the Germmne

newspapers so that they could Cook part.
be printed and read by everyone. Ze qegmj,,; expressed themselves as being tired of the s
: = o ;)/j Z‘e iZ was O‘/fgr' 77ze}/ 3reaz‘/y adrired ouwr e?a/‘/a,y,e,,g and
Fratermsed- € /1ed Zo eXC/?angedacé brives and olher articles. Next d
friendly, brotherly way , 9ot an order 2hat all Communcat/on and socialisin erth ?//7 >3
. A 2 / =
Jollification: having a fun time enesty mUSE cease, but we did not Are at all ¢hat Zay) and 2he

Jack knives: pen knives Germans did not AU s
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m Moral education

The Times,
2 January 1915

This is a letter from an unnamed
officer of lll Corps, 4th Division,
11th Brigade, 1 Battalion, Rifle
Brigade, on 26 December 1914,
Soldiers regularly wrote letters
home to their families about

their experiences during the

war. It was common practice,
particularly in the early months of
the war when British newspapers
were forbidden from reporting
what was happening, for families
to pass the soldiers’ letters to

the local newspapers so that \
they could be printed and read
by everyone.
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28 Dec 1914

wWhen L 3oi bac
fowund the Bosch
Ke egaz‘ia nig/zZ‘ ! 7718Y
the parc;pei of their .
was all For not allowing the

d killed one of otr 7en ; e
6(25 j}ieéaﬁi ‘i(\Seen our wounded going pad and Slowly dying o
w

. Y wooutldn ‘2 Jet me SHhooT ) howoever
the German Zrenches on the Aisre A FA S s
9 ‘500” /.zaddan e;i,jSi;i;ﬂanhizﬁzfose CHAristmas 77‘8&5 a/;;])n aaz(na/
?al&é/y . "7P an(niwn to us, two ofRcers on our rlﬁ/'lz‘ , et ;a/{;
Oai‘- Mea”“)/;{” ; ; body, gt ot of their trench and calked ios o
Sz//l,?oat/‘jeoréer/ia%renc/z and were met by two German offcer
P8

Fully
. o shook hands! It was an a
talked away 4 ;{;ie CIW//V g QCZ‘LZQ//}/ re fFerent results: but

1o Z‘/?/‘n o
55“/ 3 e new anc/ ) not A

; 1 ) d di
do as 1T ng/zi ea\f//y Ahave Aha éerman5 Sediur cat
NS r
W cqu‘an el i/y won T believe Zhe sto

aing Seen the
£ res of their Zreac hery and
//3/71‘ yet, appares
brutality.

On Christmas Déay we

r even words, but a Sor
Zre@éf’dSi walked halt—way Zo the Cren
for an officer, as we wanted to See a;i

o ] The Germans carre OUL, 3

- 7;750;/5 yA ,éne: ? was all rglt, because they ari‘g?fo/?a; -t;é;’/;?;r
wai Je whole and play the game as far as they /énoa)z‘ /d_ Mo 5
¥ w2, woe gravely saluted each other, ana’ I pointe ‘e
ém/i;s }y'ng 3/7 pdfield and 5&(&9355&/ burying 2hert, whu

e, ( [

den crosses For 2 hert,
. /e Chem Sore woe
Sides Procaea/ea/ Zo do. : ;;?,7 :\/e_r, ol SBBA he men were ON the best

wliied COMP/el‘e/V s Several of the Saxons Sp oke very Far 673/;‘5/7’

d lau Aing. : ; : ta/‘é
O/’cfe\;p;’je a/:a‘/ec/ \-?pro;?? L ondon much to our cOC',,éney\S de/ 3/72f an
an O, 4

Aecame 3enerc2/ "
continued overleaf

& on Christmas &ve I
Thames on the Henley

Trees burnng all alorg
[ai med, and I

¥ to the Zrenches czfz‘e/l- dar
e s trenches /oo,(’/nﬂ /ike the
had 3of )itdle Christmas

No truce had been proc .
e éo//’g/gie_:s to enjoy themselves, eépec/a//y

2had afternoon. Bt ry captain

mutual truce’ noz‘/']fng on paper

felra % cznc/fng and self afler

¢ of meidual wunderst

hat reﬁimeni Las 1n -/’ronz‘.orp
and as soon as T saew T

o h in Fromt of US, and shouted -
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Desian a war : , osche: slang for German
g memorial G HIStOFy Henley Regatta: high society event with rowing races
m Moral education that takes place each year near London, known as a place

for high fashion and a great show
Blighters: troublesome people

Th e T/m eS, Aisne: the Battle of Aisne was fighting between the
) Germans and the British and French troops near the River
2 J a n U a ry 1 9 1 5 (CO -t d Aisne in France. It started on 13 September 1914 and led
n | n U e to the digging of trenches that became the Western Front
' ] -y : Platoon: an army unit made up of 27 soldiers, plus one
- TS officer in charge

Cap comforter stuffed with straw: a football
improvised from odds and ends

The both sides returned o their trenches +or Cherr
Christmas dinner, and aftercoards went out agan for ancther
cAI . 777&y gave our Fellows cigars and e gave them 673//‘5/7
newspapers! C..1 One of them plajed a mouth organ, and Zhen
others did sort of weird dances or Series of hops, in the
Curnp Feld where e were.

A rum show: strange or odd business

I 2hink it did our men 3000/ Zo have a close inspection of their
foes: CAree ?aarz‘erS o them Seemed o be very young yolt s’
Z woetld not rind iaé/ng most of ther on ewith a 5@/0;1(91‘
/y/y\\Se_//’. They said we were very good 5hots, so I hope by that
e ve done some darage. They sad to the ren, “ Send wus the
Zime a)/zenﬂ you are relieved and we cwill Are over your Aeads
witil then”. I don't think! Anshow we have got orders not Zo
Are Cill 2hey do and £ they have Zhe same orders then ChisS
ruce will continue indefintely. I2 ‘s rea//y an extra-ordinary
state of affurs. We had an inter-platoon garre of football in
Lhe afternocon, a cap comtorter stutted with strao did £or
Zhe éa// e h o the Saxons arusement. In the e\/en/ng we
said * Good nig/zt‘ " and our men Iit /arje Ares in the trenches

and sang songs t/)oagh I ook care to double the sentries —

as I trust these devils not an inch. THS morsing eoar has

broken out again but not in Fromt of ws. It i1s a rum Shoew )

Z believe politicians cwill be eorong now, and that the war a.)/‘)//

conte Lo an end because everyone cil/ get Ffed wup and refuse

Zo ge on 5/7002‘/‘/7\9. But i ‘5 Siapid Zo Z‘a,ée /‘/.5,«5.

The front cover
of The Sphere,
9 January 1915
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Source: 11 Write a truce diary

G History

The Staffordshire Sentinel,

o January 1915 (1)

Th_e_ Staffordshire Sentinel is a local
British newspaper which published |
a first-hand account of the truce. It |
described how German and English
soldiers worked together to bury

their dead and how the state of the ’

ground in No Man'’s Land prevented |

them from playing football.

British troops from
the Northumberland
Hussars, 7th Division
meeting German
troops in No-Man's
Land during the

unofficial truce
Imperial War Museum document

number Q 50720.
@@ BRITISH =\ THE FOOTBALL 4
='LEAGUE &%
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Digging party: a group of soldiers sent to dig graves _

or trenches

- Pay tribute: to show your respect or value someone X

or something in front of other people
soldiers. such as a vicar / priest
soldiers, such as a vicar / priest

German soldiers were fighting

Pet ptiefnies; the writer showing he had mixed
feelings about the enemy

Foe: an enemy

A truce had beew arcangyed for the few howrs of daylight ow christmas
pay for the burial of the dead.

Lt] ;

The digging parties were already busy ow the two pug COMIMOW OYAVES
but the ground was navd and work slow and Laborious L...1

The german coldiers seemed @ good tempgred, amiable Lot, L1 jch:d
officers were amusing themselves by taking photographs of mix

QYOUPS. o
The digging completed, the shallow graves were filled tw W\:DLl the
cermawn offieers remained to pay thewr tribute of respect while OV;“C Y
chaplain vend a short service. ttwas one of the most Lmpressive thing
nave ever witnessed. ’ 2
Friend and foe stood clde by side, bare-headed, watchtnd the fut)lt grude
figure of the padre outlined against the frosty landscape as he blesse
the poor brokew bodies at his feet.

Eleewhere along the Line | hear owr fellows pLaged the qermans at
football ow Christmas Pay.

marked that they would Like a game but as the

Our own pet enenmies re wp by ditches, and as

ground L our part is all voot crops and much out
woreover, we had wot got @ football, we nad to call it off-

Chaplain: a religious representative stationed'with the
Padre: a religious representative Stationed with' the

The line: the front line of the battle where Allied and



Source: 12 @ History

Grimsby Daily Telegraph, 3 January 1915

In this article, a British

newspaper reports on a first- COLONEL’S CHALLENGE ANEW
hand account of the truce. The YEAR DAY’S MATCH
|ette|_’ describes how they used “This morning (Christmas Day) I went up to
the time to bury the dead ana the trenches and wished every man a happy
hoped to play football on New Christmas [...]
Year's Day. As I was coming away [...] our men and the Saxon: 5 Ge,.
Germans both started running to one another of Saxony, ca;f",-g,”gr om the region
and met half way and shook hands. {f‘s‘f € 7 Armistic =
Op fighting for agreement

I did not like it at first and ordered my men
~. back but was told they wanted a truce for the
! day to bury their dead, so 1 agreed with that.
" After ordering half the men to keep a smart
look out in the trenches [...] I went forward

! and joined the crowd.

I met a Saxon who talked English well and
who interpreted for me [...]
A burial barty. of the 42nd I said if they would have an armistice on
Division. Groups of soldiers New Year’s Day we would play them at
T OIS e el g FleRTos football between our lines [...]

for the fallen.
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Write a truce diary

Source: 13
m Moral education

The Staffordshire Sentinel, 6 January 1915 (2)

After the truce, some soldiers did
not want to go back to fighting
the men they had met. This
British newspaper article reports
on this effect of the truce.
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TOEN CHAND GERMANS REFUSE
FI.GHT AFTERWARDS



Source: 14 @Moral education

The Staffordshire Sentinel, 9 January 1915

Local newspaper the
Staffordshire Sentinel
published this short notice
on 9 January1915. The
British newspaper was telling
its readers about a German
news report that strongly

disapproved of fraternisation.

The “Taegliche Rundschau” in a long
article, points out the danger which lies
in fraternisation between Germans and
French, and greetings such as were recently
exchanged between the trenches.

“War is no sport” the journal says “and we
are sorry to say that those who made these
overtures or took part in them did not clearly
understand the gravity of the situation.”

These considerations did not escape the
attention of the army authorities, and the
newspaper states with great satisfaction that
an army order issued on December 29th
forbids for the future similar fraternisation
and any rapprochement with the enemy in the
trenches.

All acts contrary to this order will be
punished as high treason.

“Taeglich

e
Name of 3 i
(it trans|at

Observations

F =
E:;1;1\;romsation: brother|
ur, making frj
Qvertures: 0 Y.
fnendship

German newspa

pPenings to

Gravity: Seriousness
R_approc
fnendship
High treason:
Crime of taking.
your country,
time by deatﬁ

hement- Starting

the very serioys
ac_tton against
Punished at this
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Source: 15 @ English and drama
m Moral education

i .
dinburgh Evening News, 12 January 1915

This British new
| spaper repo
a first-hand account by Rﬁle%sagn

John Erskin of what ha A CHRISTMAS TRAGEDY
N th et ppen ed An interesting narrative of the Christmas
renches at Christ fraternisation at the front is contained ina 121 A
1914. Th mas : ) . £ .0 VMW ey
. e |etter descri letter written by Rifleman John Erskin [...] t0 e Y ) 03 |xeis -
Crlbes the 5 0 . Pty ctg s v rcndit b & |
truce and what h his mother 10 Dunfermline. Exoos el " @
soldier di appeﬂed after a He says they spent the 24¢h, 25th, and 26th Whe dgh gy
ISO beyed the order not December in the trenches and it was the most
tos h 00t. peculiar Christmas he ever spent [.. ]
Rifleman Erskin continues:
TR e We witnessed the amazing spectacle of a
i DET T g British officer and a German officer shaking
: Narrati ve: story 1 hands, with @ few thousand rifles on one hand
171 - et N ; and a few hundred on the other pointed at their
_ Fraternisation: bro_ther\y ; # heads.
behaviour. making fr|end§ . They gave our meh two barrels of beer, and
Bully-beef. army food, tinned we threw across a few tins of bully-beef.
beef We had a tragedy in the trenches during the
Regulars: ordinary soldiers time the hand-shaking etc Was going on.

One of the Regulars disobeyed our strict
order not to fire, and let off a shot.

The Germans immediately replied, and
instead of firing at where the shot came from,

: Corporal: 2 soldier ranked above
a private
“._ Battalionan army unit of several

D ‘i_th_u.’\dred o it they evidently fired at the first person they saw. et '
et porcas . o Unfortunately, this happened to be one of our “
o= corporals, who was shot through the head. He
died within 24 hours.
:: BRITISH I A most regrettable fact connected with the
COUNCIL e @ affair was that he has other three brothers
- GUE LERCs in this battalion, and it must have a most

disheartening effect on them.

P
hoto reproduced with thanks to John Krijnen
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Conflict resolution

@ History

Captain Robert Hamilton's diary

o ——

Captain Robert Hamilton fought
In the trenches from 1914 to
1915. He was a senior soldier
who was in charge of several
hundred men. He kept a diary
during the war and he described
what happened at Christmas in
1914. His men fraternised with
the Germans but he made sure
they still kept watch for an attack.

Saxon: a German from the region of Saxony, capital Dresde
Dou!:)le Dutch: any language that You cannot understand n
Armistice: an agreement to stop fighting for a period of tj
The Trocadero: 3 famous London restaurant i
Sentries: soldiers who keep watch

Reproduced with the kind permission of Andrew Hamilton.

A day unique in the world’e history Xmag Day

L went out and found a Saxon officer [...] We shook hands and said what
ae could in double Dutch, arranged a local armigtice for 48 hours, and
returned to our trenches.

Thic wag the gignal for the regpective soldiers to come out.

Ae far ae | can make out, thi [...] extended itcelf on either cide for some
conciderable dictance. The goldiers on both gides met in their hundredg, and
exchanged greetinge and gifte. We buried many germang, and they did the

game to ours.

The chef of the Trocadero wag among the Saxong in front of ug, and he
seemed quite delighted to meet some of hig former clients. [...] Wagey and
[ went to a concert in 0’ company’s trench, and at about midnight we

attended another in our own.

1]

Altogether wag a most enjoyable evening.

A very merry Xmag and a mogt extraordinary one, but | doubled the gentrieg

after midnight.
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Source: 17 @ Introductory activity

@ History

Middle Aré/cles y CAristmas in ¢he Zrenc hes

Xrmas Eve {n Z‘/{e Crenches, and not Zoo Comfortable —
PUMPS going 79t and day, but coe copild never brip
OUr wdler—/ine 2o less Zhan lwo Ffeet. 3

" T2 was almest dard; :
5 and being onl
Fror he Germar Crenc hes, ch/ az‘yno,?e " Sy s

one A/?é(no/reo/ vards ( advance), it coas aj;fo\/:: Soz\(s/\’:;/
Z‘o‘ /(SZ‘en lo comversations i Zheir Z‘/*enc/wsspana/ Lon
ra/\S/ng ZAhe voice Q \/e/-y Va2 aéol/e Zhe 4{5&(62)/ we éy
c.oa/c/ M.dé‘e ourseles heard and cnderstood T A A
/itd/e 5/7//9//73 had beern dope é/ either Side: soe Z‘/] 827/2‘
Chey cere excfg/?z‘/‘ona//y geiet. 3 =
We started 5//73//73 carols and Z‘/Iey applaided ws —
Chey Sang and coe replied. T dop'? CAINk e toere so

/762/‘/)70/7/04(5 as Zhe 6 e
T - mans — ZAh af
VoICeS amongst 2hem L1 =y f1ad Some fpe

The Saturday Review, |
25 December 1915

This British soldier was injured on
Boxing Day 1914, just after the
Christmas Truce ended. He wrote
his story for one of the nurses in
hospital afterwards. He describes
what happened on Christmas Day
and how they played football,

possibly with the Germans. The stillness of ¢he m

A A and our

/ée/uvg) "y Aave ﬁe//oeg but as Z‘/Zeﬂ;zj(o:?cg );:25530/
eld onto our Crench e toere

gave Zhenr Yhree cﬁfaers (Brtish ones)
‘ ng . Jeietre /
?54117 3 wﬁaz‘A are Chey wup ?b? - éez‘na/qoar trjjc;igns
Chey fad Chinese lamtorns arranged at about ten e
1nervaly il eirination any ot her Mg/, Che lare o;’/ 2’ X

C/;;/‘/Z‘eo’ c/garez‘z‘e or Che Hash oFf « M Ch, coould have
6/:4()2) our A re{ but Z‘on{g/lz‘ 1o one smped - [¢'s Xmas
- We feard it rumovred 2h Chere had 2o be

Cruce, Sut noz‘/zfng €Was given out to wus of f cially -

Zhe order coas as wswa/:” Keep a 5/752/-/9 ook ot
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Source: 17 @ Introductory activity

@ History

The Saturday Review, |
25 December 1915

(continued)

- Sonreone ca///ng wus From the enesty 's trenches

¥ Konradd Lconrrade, Onﬁ/ees/} Konrradd ", I anscwoered
him, " Hello! Fritz! " Cove call them all Fritz).” Do youl
eoant any/ tabacco? A Ahe 46(5. 1 Yes. :’ Come halt —ways')‘

e Showt back and Forward witil Old Fritz clambered
= :4" - owt of the trench and QCCOmpanfec/ 5}/ 2hree others

of ry Section we wert owl o meel lim. We toere
wa/.é/ng betioeen the trenches. At any other Cime Z2his
would have been sScicide even to Shoew your head above
the parapet would have been futal, but Zonight we go
wunarmed (bud a litt/e s/m,ée}» owut to meet our enernes.
* Make For the /ig/t, " he calls, and as we came rearer
we saww he had Als Aash /QM/D in s hand 5 p&(ff/‘nj iZ in
and owt Zo 3&(/0’3 Us.

We Shook hands, wished each other a Merry Xmas, and
were Soon Comersing as £ e had known each other
For years. C...1

Soon FMOS? of our company C..1 followed «ws C...71

0l Q& /3 Z - //Z‘Z‘/é.j/‘OZ(pg'_O‘/p-@:MdﬁS and BRZIZH
extending almost he /engZ‘/? of owr front! Out of
Zhe darkness we cowld hear /aag/yz‘er a‘na/ See //3/75&:/
madches, a German 1ig/iting a Scotman s cigarette and
Vice VersSa, e>‘(c/’1an 5] clgarez‘z‘es and Sowvenrs. wWhere
2hey couldn? 2alk the language 2hey coere maé/ng
themseles wunderstood éy 5/:9/75 , and everyone Seered
Zo be 3ez‘z‘/‘n3 on nfc’/e/y. Here we were /aa3/7/n3 and
chafz‘/ng Zo men whor on/%‘a fer> hours before e
were 2rying o &ill!
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shoot individual soldiers. On the Western

Sniping: snipers target and
themselves in No Man's Land and kept

Source: (A ~
- 17 Introductory activity Front, they often camouflaged
“ Higtory watch for enemy soldiers’ heads appearing above the parapet. This
was one reason why it was so dangerous to look over it. ,
in the sandbags at the top of the trench,

Loopholes: a gap
sometimes fitted with a st
of the trench without exposing

The Saturaay Review, g shet: oo
ZosieseiDeliEis g —

(continued) | i

eel plate, which allowed soldiers to look out

their heads.

out and s
Pofe Yo Fridz. .

ermans /. R e

Zo \9/‘\/3 Z‘/?e;;u ‘/?’72‘80’ T e gore 2(/705:7 fj/lz{/]e ?n/y

2 o ,_eai/ Vej 4(/9)/0/ e intend doin Z‘:Q;(;/S/]ed

o }/; or Aim. 'l( e\SpecZ‘/nj onr ' BA{Z(

. e Z{ﬁe/:e Z‘Z‘o Zalf politics " Th ey/‘dn'é y SiF,

; Lheir tremehids, toere

copholes with orders not Z)‘o #r:) :(:/)ez‘; ;e/:% St
ey /ef?

Z2heir Zrenct
o
Are /7{9/7' y and 2hen we could warn then éacé )
(274

If LOaS a Ve, A .

: }/ ?é(/ez‘ d, A
eorth Z4h W’ u(Z coe Aad o, :
- ; ene/)’/%/; and a// c/qy e ée B ’;7/5;8 f}venc.l/S

5 o Cheir Yrenc hes. PC cdling and (/O'é/ng
26 Dec.
- /Zr;”/:iz-é’f%ey e not Fred yet, but th
our trench; ¢ /;g L 54(5}/ y and Z‘/?ey /ICZV; Zhre e

) ehey have Started Shelling on ) ZhﬁeA 7(’

‘ word .
— —*Mé\fea/ a/
ong for 0
resServe Zrenc hes. I QUr . Seclion o retire Za

Z had
JUST [ef?
ordes 2y metd et bt 7
; Z‘e/e;/;;oi/;e last shel! I noticed ha j;afry out the
T ; wires and the next i I”?FZS/‘IQCJ )
30//73 io Sz‘f/‘,ée Ple — 54{2‘ /‘Zl a/na// G//O//') Z‘ 'éhow

Kesult: ar
7”7 ampeladed at elbows and SAhrapne/
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) 5/7,5/7_ Zhall T
Aad S /.
éa//eds removed £rop M:/E “3385 of” Sﬁrqpne/ and oo

I was surprised a Zhe 3000/ £n3/1‘5/7 Some of Chem

had, especially Fritz; and I asked Aim about iT.

e had been |5 years in fa//néa/-ﬁ/], and only lef? in
44134{5% when called wp. C...71

T)]ey Kept Lheir coord to ws, and neither of wus #red
detring two days. It was /ife ée/nﬁ n a different
world. Here we werey, Xmas Day, and able to cwalk
about with owur heads wup — Sorme of our men even

{e{"z‘ the trench Co play football. 4party From our |
B Company went over and coere phoiogrc;p/?ed ewith |
the Germans. C ...‘_.1 Owur Colonel, who had not heard .
about last night s occurrence, Saeo ther cornng |
and also sawo me up on the parapet and coa /nﬁ Y '»
hands as I called ” Here you are, Fritz". ery soon r
Je was in a rage.” Who is that man eoaving Che |
enert/ over here? Send them back. " Ye called out
Zo them in German,  Go back or we V) Fre’y and

ing he Sad 1h (Ferman OGS ansSeoered oy U

Gerran Friend Frtz in é—ng//s/z. Our M@'or went
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Frank R Wray and
Maurice Wray's memoir

Two British brothers — Fra

Wray and Maurice Wray —r;guRght
on the Western Front. They told
their story of what happened
during the Christmas Truce

after the war had ended. In

this account they describe the
football match and how the truce
lasted for more than a week.

4@ Front line trenches: the first trenches at the
. edge of No Man’s Land

Nostalgia: thinking fondly about the past /
homesickness

Armisticg: an agreement between both sides to
stop fighting for a period of time

Fraternise: make friends
Battalion: an army unit of several hundred men

Repro i i i
produced with the kind permission of the In Flanders Fields Museum

With the approach of Christmas it became clear that we should spend it either
in or near the trenches.

And so on Christmas Fve we settled down to our normal watch [...] It soon
became clear [...] that the Germans were celebrating Christmas Eve in their
customary manner. They had brought up a band into their front line trenches
and as we listened to hymns and tunes common to both nations, quite
understandably a wave of nostalgia passed over us.

When it became quite dark the light from an electric pocket lamp appeared

on the German parapet. Normally this would have drawn a hail of bullets and
soon these lights were outlining the trenches as far as the eye could see and no
sound of hostile activity could be heard. When the lights dowsed we waited in
the stillness of a beautiful night, (nevertheless with the usual sentries posted
and fully alert) for the dawn of the most remarkable Christmas Day that any
of us was ever likely to see. As dawn was breaking a voice from the German
trenches was heard “We good — we no shoot” and so was born an unofficial

armistice.

After some initial caution the troops from both sides rose from their holes

in the ground to stretch their legs and then to fraternise in No Mans Land
between the trenches —a happy state of affairs which continued for about 10
days... 2 Battalion of the 10th Brigade on our left arranged a football match
against a German Team — one of their number having contacted in the
opposing unit a fellow member of his local football club in Liverpool who was
also his hairdresser!

[...

The idea seems to have got about that this Unofficial Truce [...] only lasted a
very few days, but on our sector at least, it lasted into the New Year. In fact

on New Years Eve a very drunken German was extricated from our wire.

We relieved him of some cigars and sent him down to Brigade as a prisoner.
Brigade returned him with thanks as they wanted the “Peace” to continue until
some important defensive work on the edge of the wood was completed [
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Write a truce diary

@History
William Tapp’s diary

William Tapp was a British Army
batman (personal servant) in the
trenches who kept a diary until

he died in April 1915. A batman'’s
duties would often include acting
as a runner’ to convey orders

from the officer to subordinates;
maintaining the officer’s uniform
and personal equipment; driving
the officer’s vehicle; acting as the
officer’s bodyguard; and other tasks
the officer did not have time to do
himself. Tapp fought in the trenches
from 1914 and he wrote about the
Christmas Truce. Here he describes
how they swapped souvenirs with
the Germans and tried to set up a
Boxing Day football match.
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rman takes a Lot of coaxing but conces at the finish and we

nd t
tf.leg 5;1% have sent two we can hear them, talking quite plain
nge clgarettes and the German, L
’ shouts to wish
ey sh us
s gsi::as we wait for the Sergeant’s return, he gets back angl
Y are not going to fire tonight and L
iR T i ght and wot tomorrow tf we
s 9ot lights all along theiy tr
’ ence
tree Lit up they are singing [...] & A
It Ls funny to hear us talk tp on,

hav, L
b V:ewotmwg to do o wounded to carry tom.lght, so theg have all
from headquarters and are going round cayol singing

They si L
Y stng several in our tremeh before going, the Ger's give them

a cheer for siwgiwg A
’ tght ( woulad not ;
don’t go to sleep till 2.zp, have wissed for a Lot |
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@ History

William Tapp’s diary
(continued)

- person
er bearer:p
Stt:gtcca':rie 3 stretcher for
W

j le
injured peop ‘
‘leum duﬂ‘ plum pudding r
e
Artillery: |arge weapon

quns \m
Shells: bO bs

/

i m.
Reproduced with the kind permission of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers Museu

———

We exchange souvenirs | pull a button off my coat a German does
the same sp we exchange a

Lso cigars. ( have got 2 buttone one cap
badge and 2 clgarettes.

9 A Xmas wmorning, a mist com
are ordered to the tremches, abput
lifts and we cateh them putting
us doling the same thing, but th

¢ over and their men and ouye
an hour after the mist sudoen]
barbed wire out, amol they catch
ere is not a shot being fired.

Boxing Bay, they say they are wot going to
of course we must, and shall do, but it dosent seem, right to be
killing each other at xmase tlme, ( carn't vealise thic being mixed
Up With Germans it is certain 90 as you please today, we have
arvanged wot to shoot till 4.zp P Boxing Day.

Ldon't know what our General would say if he kinew about

this. Food is Pretty good today, beef, Potato
dinner, toast and butter <t

cake fortea. [...]

One of our Officers tells th
our artillary are goin,

“we will get in your t
football wateh, shel

five if we don't, but

em to get back in their tremehes ge
9 to shell them at 9 am, some of them sa
renches we will be safer”, this will stop the
Ls ave exchanged for a few hours.

tearn't bring myself to shake hande with them, as 1 kinow
tshouldn't if they were in ou

v country ( have ot forgotten
Belgium and 1 never digl Like the word German,.
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0 Sports activities

Interview with Ernie Willlams

Melge.  ;
lee: 5 Jumble of People

Ernie Williams from Stockport, a private who served in the
oth Cheshire Territorials at Ypres at Christmas 1914, was
interviewed for BBC Grandstand in 1983.

Ernie Williams: Christmas Eve —the Germans — we
could hear singing. We guessed they were Christmas
carols.

Presenter: No shooting?

Ernie Williams: No, no, no shooting at all. We never
fired a shot. Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. And it
went on for two or three days. Mind you the officers,
when we starting swarming over the trench tried to
rush us back. They didnt want — some of them — ‘Get
back you fools,” and all that sort of thing, but we
didn't take any notice.

Presenter: So how did that meeting come about in
No Man’s Land?

Ernie Williams: Well, all | can tell you is this. That
when | looked over the top of the trench | could see
in the distance, in the mist, about four or five figures
assembled and gradually they swarmed out of the
trenches on both sides and soon it was a mass of
soldiery in No Man'’s Land.

Presenter: Exchanging cigarettes?

.. BRITISH ; THE FOOTBALL &
@@ COUNCIL ='LEAGUE  \&%%

Ernie Williams: Cigarettes, goodies from Christmas
parcels, and what have you.

Presenter: How did the football come about?

Ernie Williams: Of course there was a mass of
people there. It appeared from somewhere and |
didn’'t know where. It came from their side, it wasn't
from our side where the ball came.

Presenter: |t was a proper football?

Ernie Williams: It was a proper football yes, and they
kicked it about. They made like goals and one fellow
went in goal and then it was a general kickabout.

Presenter: How many people were taking part, do
you think?

Ernie Williams: Well, it was at least a couple of
hundred.

Presenter: Did you kick the ball?

Ernie Williams: Oh yes, | had a go at it. | was pretty
good then, at nineteen (laughs).

Presenter: In what sort of spirit was the football
match played?

Ernie Williams: Everybody seemed to be enjoying
themselves. There was no sort of ill-will between.
There was some of them that could speak English of
the Germans, | don't think there was many of our side
that could speak German.

Presenter: Was there a referee?

Ernie Williams: Oh, no referee. No you didn't need a
referee for that sort of a game.

Presenter: Do you remember what the score was in
the football?

Ernie Williams: Oh, there was no score. No tally at
all. It was simply a melee. Nothing like the soccer you
see on television actually, oh no. The boots you wore
was a menace. You know, the great big boots you
had on. In those days the balls were made of leather
and they got very soggy.

Reproduced with the kind permission of the BBC.
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L leutenant Johannes Niemann's

regimental history

Lieutenant Johannes
Niemann was a German
soldier. He wrote a
history of his regiment
and returned to visit
the areas he fought in
throughout his life.

Photo of
Johannes Niemann

Text translated by Jonnie Robinson.

The night [Christmas Evel was crystal clear
and quiet. [...1 our people had placed a fur tree
with burning lights above the trenches and the
English started shooting under the impression
it was a trick. Once they realised it was a
Christmas tree they ceased firing.

After that wot a single shot was heard all night.
They evewn started singing Christmas songs over
thelr side [...1

The next day L...1 my duty officer, rushed into

the dugout and announced that friend and

foe were outside together moving between the
trenches. A glance over their side and it Looked
Like all our Christimases haod come at once! [...]
was peace suddenly supposed to have ‘broken
out’? What was to be done? After a brief pause
for thought, t and everyone else ran to join in.
[

People everywhere were shaking hands. Opposite
us were Scotsmewn. Bveryone swapped anything
they had: tobacco, chocolate, spirits, butterflies
and wmore besides.

Lieutenant: 5 senj '

: nior soldier j
charge of 3 platoon ==
S:gqut: an undergroung

€ping space dyq | '
of the trench e

Battalion: o, ar '

: my un

Several hundred m)én =
La-ncers: army cavalry regiment
Fritz: slang for German soldiers

There were joyous scenes everywhere. L...]
thew one Scotsman dragged along a
football... a proper football mateh began to
evolve with caps laid down for goals. [...]
owe of us had a camera on hime. Both stdes
quickly formed into an orderly group,
neat rows, the football in the wmiddle [...]
the game ended =:2 to Fritz [...]

Our Lancers had soow realised during the
course of the Rick-about that the Scotsmen
weren't wearing any underwear under
their Rilts, so that their backsides were
clearly visible the moment the kilt began
to -(-'Lap. L...1

The Battalion Commander soon came up.
At first he was at a Loss what to do wntil he
swddenly snapped and the peace was once
wore broken. [...]

.. BRITISH ; THE FOOTBALL .
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Lieutenant Zehmisch's
diary (German original)

Lieutenant Zehmisch fought

for the German army on the
Western Front from 1914. He kept
a personal diary during the war.
In this extract he describes the
Christmas Truce, how news of it
spread in the trenches and how
an informal football match was
played. This is the original text in
German.

@@ BRITicH T
@@ COUNCIL ='LEAGUE &%

24.12.1914

Hetliger Abend und dann welhnachtsfest!

lch werde diese 2 Tage dieses Kriegsjahres nie vergessen!
Tl

Schon um & Uhr stellten wir zum Abritcken tn den
Schittzengraben. Wir haben zunehmenden Mond. Es ist

sternenklare Mondnacht. Das erste Mal seit Langer Zeit. Es

Beginnt auch wieder zu gefrieren. L...1

leh habe meinen Leuten befohlen, dass heute am Heiligen
Abend [...] kein Schuss von unserer Seite abgegeben wird,
wenn es zu umgehewn ist. ...

Soldat Mbckel von meinem Zug, der menrere jahre tin
england gewesen war, und teh rufen die englinder auf
englisch an und bald hatte sich zwischen uns eine ganz
spabige unterhaltung entwickelt. wir wollten uns awf
halbem Weg zwischen unseren Stellungen, treffen unad
Zigaretten austauschen. Danw rief der Englinder nach
unserem Schittzengraben heridber: ‘t wish you a merry
Christmas and a happy New Year’, worauf teh thm und
seinen Kameraden im Schittzengraben erwiderte: ‘“Thank
you very much, { wish you the same!’

parauf britllten die... T Englander in dem englischen
Schittzengraben den arub und wunsch gemeinsam
heritber mit dem Versprechen, heute und morgen nicht zu
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Lleutenant Zehmisch's
diary (German original)
(continued)
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A photo of
Lieutenant
Zehmisch in
his trench

Photo and text Reproduced with the kind permission of Rudolf Zehmisch.

schieben. Jetzt stellten wir auf unserem Rilometerlangen
Schittzengraben noch mehr Kerzen awf als vorher. Wir
sangewn alle mbglichen wethnachts- und Helmatlieder. An
einigen Stellen unseres Schittzengrabens waren auf die
Brustwehr Tannenbiume mit brennenden Kerzew gestellt.

21

25121914

Frith bel Tagesanbruch witnsehten wir uns ‘Guten
Morgen’. Von uns witherten sich bald etnzelne Leute den
englindern, die in gewisser Entfernung von unserem
Schittzengraben auf uns warteten. Als ieh das sah,
ging ieh auch hinidber und begrichte die Englander [...1
mit denen ich mich auf englisch, franzosichsch und
deutseh kistlich unterhielt! [...] Bald hatten auch ein paar
Englinder einen Fubball aus threm Graben gebracht una
ein eifriges Fussballwettspiel begann. [...1 tch sagte ithnen,
dass wir auch am 2. Feiertag nicht sehiehen mochten. Sie
waren auch dawmit ebnverstanden.

@ BRITISH
@ COUNCIL
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G Languages
Design a war memorial

Lleutenant Zehmisch's
diary

Lieutenant Zehmisch fought

for the German army on the
Western Front from 1914. He
kept a personal diary during the
war. In this extract he describes
the Christmas Truce, how news
of it spread in the trenches and
how an informal football match
was played. This is an English
translation.
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Sports activities

Conflict resolution

@ History

24.12.1914

Christmas Bve and, then — celebration! t will never forget
these two days of the war!

At cpm we are ready to take up our positions in our tremch.
There is a crescent moown. It Ls a clear night, we can see the
stars. The first time tn a long time. The ground is frozen
agaiw.

[...]

t have ordered my men not to fire any shots from our side
today on Christmas Eve if it can be at all avoided. [...1

Private Mackel from my platoow, who used to live in
england for several years, and  call out to the Brits in
English — and, soon enough, quite a fun conversation
develops between us. We decide to meet up half-way [...1, and
exchange cigarettes [...]

Seeing this, the Brits [...] start applavding and
enthusiastically shout Bravo' [...]

Thewn the Brit calls over to our tremeh: ‘t wish You a merry
Christmas and a happy New Yearl’ [original in Bnglish],
wpon which [ reply L...1 ‘Thank you very much, | wish you
the same!’ [original in Bnglishl.

n retwrn, the [...1 Brits tn thetr trench roar the salute and
good wishes, together with the promise not to fire any shots
todag or tomorrow. [...]
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@ Languages Conflict resolution ik
. : : et the edge
@ Design a war memorial Q History } i ‘t’rz;acﬁ it was dangerous© 3
- ki o look over it

Lieutenant Zenmisch's KB
dlary (CO ntlﬂUGd) | ' Now we put up evew more candles on our [...] trench than

before. [...1 we sing all kinds of carols and songs [...]

1 [...1 Christmas trees with burning candles have beew put up
i 1 ow the parapet [...]

1 | 25121914

\ *EarLg, at daybreak, we wish each other a good worning.
Exel
Soon, men from our side approach the Brits, who are waiting
some distance from our tremches.

whew [ see this, | go over, too, and greet the Brits, [...1 with
whowt | have a delightful conversation in English, French
and german!

Eeil

Soon, some of the Brits bring over a football from their
trenches and a vigorous football match begins. [...1

( tell them that we also do not want to fire on Boxing Day.
They agree.

A photo of Lieutenant
Zehmisch in his trench and a
watercolour portrait of him.

| TheFA |
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Photo, painting and text reproduced with the kind permission of Rudolf
Zehmisch. Text translated by Anne Bostanci.
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Walther Stennes’s
account

Walther Stennes was a

German infantry officer from
1914-18, who talked about his
experiences in the trenches and
how, in 1914, he was opposite
Indian army trenches fighting
with the British. There were a
number of Indian troops fighting
as part of the British Empire

on the Western Front from the
autumn of 1914. The Garhwal
Rifles fraternised with the 16th
(3rd Westphalian) Regiment near
Richebourg. This account was
recorded by the Imperial War
Museum in 197/7.

.. BRITISH ’:" THE FOOTBALL &
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Indian [soldiers] standing up and waving.

Then the men hesitated [and] advanced to the middle. [..]
the whole No Man’s Land was covered with Indian and ¢

Some small presents. [..]

We also talked as much as we could i
- English and Germ
anyhow we understood each other. e S2ue

[-.] And of course everybody was unarmed [..] That was given

out as a rule. [..] But the sentri i
- €s were standi .
ready on both sides. ng on duty;

Later on my men were in the British trenches,
and had to drink and returned about 10 o’clock
They stayed there the whole afternoon with Indi

were fed there
at night [..]

| an troops.
First, they tried to court martial us but then

. it has never
been confirmed who actually started this busines

S.

I think at that time everybody wanted the war to come to an
end. [..] Troops on both sides, they had had enough of the

war. But no one tOOk ally aCthII lateI on. IQO court mar tlal

The war carried on as if it hadn’t happened.

We had n9t refused any order — it was out of the question —
but the inner feeling was that we should make peace.

Spontaneous: unplanned |
Dugout: an underground sleepin
of the trench.
f . . q
Sentries: soldiers keeping guar |
Mine: a bomb placed in the ground, it explodes when
someone stands on it | .
i ' t for soldiers. Penalties
' martial: a special army cour! 8
%??;gse found guilty included mpgﬂsg\wrgsrri\rt] ga?ged\igtrh{ge
rman army shot 48 of their own
gﬁtish army shot 306 and the French about 600.

g space dug into the side

Imperial War Museum document number 977
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Across the Black Waters

Indian writer Mulk Raj Anand’s
novel, Across the Black Waters
(1939), tells the story of Lalu,

a sepoy fighting in the Indian
Army on behalf of Britain on the
Western Front in 1914. Anand’s
father had served in the war. The
book features a scene describing
how Indian soldiers on the
Western Front took part in one
of the Christmas truces.

___Phenomenon:-a-remarkable——————
event

~“Sepoy: soldier in the ranks of

" the Indian Army, equivalenttoa

British ‘private’
Spasmodic: intermittent, fitful
bursts

. Sap: a covered trench or tgnnel

8 —dugto apoint near or withinan

M enemy position

= Antic: a funny act or gesture

“Contagion: a disease passed on -
by direct or indirect contact

Newspaper story about _
Sepoy Khudadad Khan, ‘ : | T
the first Indian recipient el .

of the Victoria Cross,
the British Army’s
highest war-time award
for gallantry

‘Ohe look! Ohe look! Dhayan Singh interrupted him.

‘There's a truly strange
phenomenon.

‘What is it?" Lalu asked panting.

‘Look there, in no-man’s land’, Dhayan Singh said. Lalu
turned his head.

To be sure, it is a strange phenomenon!’ he said and,
shading his eyes against the glare of the snow, peered
deeper, into no-man’s land. There were two English
Goras and two German soldiers, shaking hands and
talking to each other with gestures, even as they
laughed little nervous chuckles which could be
distinctly heard ... And now ... they were offering each
other cigarettes [..] what had happened? [..] There
had been no shelling this morning and he had heard
the sound of singing in the Connaught’s trenches
while he had been talking to the sepoys [..]

‘What is the matter?” Dhayan Singh asked him.

More groups of Tommies and German soldiers were
scrambling up from their respective trenches and
running, hesitatingly, towards each other. [...] there
were ripples of laughter going across no-man'’s land
in spasmodic bursts making a mockery of war, then
jubilant shouts from the various trenches.

TheFA
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Across the Black Waters (continued)

Lalu scratched his head [...] presently he heard a loud
exchange between a German and an English soldier
and then saw the German rush out of the opposite
saps, with a cake in his hand as if he were taking an
offering to the temple.

‘Ohl It is a cake’, said Lalu laughing [...] ‘A Christmas
cakel .. It is the Christmas festival today and both the
enemies being Christian by religion they are wishing
each other a happy Christmas... [...]

‘'am going to get some
sweets from the enemy’, said
Dhayan Singh struggling to scramble
over the parapet with terrific
alacrity.

‘Ohe ohe, look out’ the sepoys called out after him.

‘Go ahead! Go ahead!’ Lalu spurred him on and even
gave a shove to his heavy buttocks so that Dhayan
Singh was on top.

After months of shells and grenades, rifle and
machine gun fire, this simple antic of fat Dhayan
Singh made them laugh. [...] And for a moment they
seem to have caught the contagion of innocent
humanity hanging in the air.

@@ BRITISH == TE FooTBALL i
@@ COUNCIL ='LEAGUE =\t

sua pesses, B

Although Indian soldiers
took part in the Christmas
Truce we have not been able
to find diaries or letters
which give us an Indian
perspective. Author Mulk
Raj Anand’s father was in
the Indian army near Ypres
at this time and this novel
is a fictional account of
his father’s experiences.
The Girdwood Collection,
from which this image is
taken, contains hundreds of
photographs of the Indian
army and is a fascinating
way to find out more about
the Indian army: http://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
commons:british library/
girdwood
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Memoirs of Prince Ernst Heinrich Von Sachse

(German original)

Saxon Prince Ernst Heinrich
fought in the First World War and
was in the trenches at Christmas
1914. He wrote his memoirs after
the war and explains here what
happened during the truce. In
this extract he describes visiting
the British trenches. This is the
original German text.

Charly, der Englidnder, blieb vor unserem Graben stehen und grusste
militiarisch, was alle Engliander taten, wenn sie einem deutschen Offizier
begegneten. Ich begriisste ihn mit “Good morning”, was er mit “Good
morning, Sir”, beantwortete. Dann sagte er: “Please come on”. Dieser
Charly schien mir eine Art Fremdenfuhrer zu sein, jedenfalls gefiel er
sich in dieser Rolle.

Was nun foglte, war etwas ganz Sensationelles. Ich war mir bewusst,
etwas zu erleben, was nur ganz Wenigen beschieden ist, namlich mitten
im Krieg den Gegner zu besuchen. Im englischen Graben, der iibrigens
genauso aussah wie unserer, war eine Leiter aufgestellt, auf der wir

in den “feindlichen” Graben hinunterstiegen. Wir sahen mehrere
Soldaten und Unteroffiziere, die uns alle kurz griiBten, sahen aber
keine Offiziere. Das war sehr eigenartig. Es ist niemals wéhrend der
drei Wochen dieses Waffenstillstandes auch nur ein einziger englischer
Offizier erschienen, obwohl ihnen die Situation genauestens bekannt
war. Wir besichtigten einen englischen Unterstand, der sich von den
unseren nicht unterschied. Auch die obligaten Méadchenbilder an der
Wand fehlten nicht. Man bot uns Zigaretten an, und ein Engléander
meinte “It is a pity to fight and it would be far better to play football,
our regiment against yours.” Das war typisch englisch und zweifellos
ehrlich gemeint.
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Memoirs of Prince Ernst Helnrich

\Von Sachse

Saxon Prince Ernst Heinrich
fought in the First World War and
was in the trenches at Christmas
1914. He wrote his memoirs after
the war and explains here what
happened during the truce. This
Is an English translation of the
German original.
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Charly, the Englishman stood at our trench and saluted, that all English
soldiers did when they met a German officer. I greeted him with “Good
morning” to which he replied with “Good morning Sir”. Then he said:
“Please come on”. This Charly appeared like a tour guide, or at least he
assumed a role as such.

What happened then was truly sensational. I was quite aware that I was
about to experience something that very few are able to: that is to visit
the enemy in the middle of the war. In the English trenches, which, by
the way, looked just like ours, there was a ladder, on this we descended
into the “enemy’s trench”. We saw several soldiers and sergeants, but no
officers. That was strange. During these three weeks of truce not one
single English officer appeared, although they must have been aware of
the situation. We visited an English shelter, that was no different from
ours. Even the obligatory images of girls were there. We were offered
cigarettes, and one of the English soldiers said: “It is a pity to fight, it
would be far better to play football, our regiment against yours.” This
was typically English and no doubt it was meant in good faith.

Translated by Hanna Heffner.
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Marcel Bechu, En campagne 1914—15 (French original)

Marcel Bechu was a French
army officer who fought on the
Western Front and survived
the war. In this extract from his
memoir written after the war,
he describes how the Germans
in the trenches opposite them
wanted a truce at Christmas in
1914 but his battalion refused.
This is an extract from the
original text, in French.

7 heures du matin

Un coup de feu tiré non loin de nous, vers la gauche,
me fait sortir de mon abri. Cela semble extraordinaire
apres la calme complet de cette nuit. [...]

J'apercois tous mes chasseurs qui [..] regardent avec
intérét une spectacle qui doit se dérouler en avant des
tranchées [..] deux hommes qui sortent en plein jour
de leur tranchée et s'avancent a pas hésitants dans la
direction des tranchées ennemies. Derriére eux, cent
tétes curieuses se dressent au-dessus de créneaux
aménageés entre les sacs de terre.

Voila certes une scene a laguelle je me n'attendais
guére. Que fait donc le capitaine de la compagnie
occupant cette tranchée ?

Vivement j'envoie un sous-officier porter l'ordre
suivant a tous nos chasseurs ;

Que personne ne se montre... Chacun a son poste de
combat... Les carabines chargées dans les créneaux.

Les Allemands qui nous font face se méfient en voyant
que notre ligne reste silencieuse et que personne ne
parait. [...] Mais sur le reste de leur front le nombre des
hommes émergeant des tranchées se multiplie. lls
sont sans armes et font des gestes joyeux et amicaux.
L'inquiétude me saisit. [...]

Javoue gu'il m'est assez désagréable de commander
le feu sur ces hommes désarmés. D'autre part,
pouvons-nous tolérer le moindre rapprochement [..]

Heureusement, I'officier qui [..] a dd suivre toute
cette scéne avec sa jumelle m'évite de prendre une
résolution qui me serait pénible. Pan | Pan | Pan |

Quatre obus passent en sifflant sur nos tétes et
viennent éclater avec précision admirable a deux
cent métres au-dessus de tranches allemandes

[..] Les Allemands ont bien compris ce gracieux
avertissement. Avec cris de rage et de protestation, ils
regagnent en courant leurs abris et nos Francais en
font autant.

Et, comme pour montrer la bonté voulue de ce qu'il
vient de faire, a peine les deniers casques a pointe
ont-ils disparu derriére les parapets que de nouveau
les mémes sifflements se font entendre et pan ! pan |
pan | pan | Quatre obus viennent brutalement s'abattre
en plein sur la ligne blanchatre que fait dans la plaine
verte la marne remuée de leur tranchée. On voit au
milieu de la fumée la terre et les débris de toute sorte
voler. Nos chasseurs crient : bravo | Chacun sent que
la meilleure solution a été prise et se réjouit que se
termine ainsi la fugitive tréve de Noel.
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Marcel Bechu, £En campagne 1914-15

Marcel Bechu was a French

army officer who fought on the

Western Front and survived

the war. In this extract from his

memoir written after the war,

he describes how the Germans
in the trenches opposite them
wanted a truce at Christmas in
1914 but his battalion refused.

This is an English translation.

Seven in the morning

A shot fired not far from us [...] makes me leave my
shelter. It seems extraordinary after the complete
calm of the night. [...]

| notice all my fighters who [...] [are] gazing with
interest on a sight which is unfolding in front of

the trenches [...] Two men leave their trench in full
daylight and are advancing with hesitant steps in the
direction of the enemy trenches.

Behind them 100 curious heads rise up above the
fortifications formed by sacks of earth. Some soldiers
even, emerging from the trench, are sitting on the
embankment of grey soil.

This is certainly a scene that | was hardly expecting.
What is the officer in charge of that trench doing? [..]

Anxiety seizes hold of me. [...] I admit that it is
disagreeable to me to order fire against these
unarmed men. On the other hand, can we tolerate
the slightest reconciliation [..]

Happily, the officer who [..] has followed this scene
through his binoculars spares me from taking a
decision which is upsetting to me. Bang! Bang! Bang!
Bang!

Four shells pass whistling overhead and explode with
admirable precision two hundred metres above the
German trenches. [...] The Germans have perfectly
understood this graceful warning. With cries of
anger and protest they run to regain shelter and our
Frenchmen do the same [..]

And, as if to show agreement with what has taken

o Immediately | send a subordinate to carry an order place, scarcely have the last pointed helmets
to our fighters. Let no one show himself! Everyone Gisappegjed benina tne parapets tianioncemogeitne
— remain at his post, rifles at the ready! same whistling sounds make themselves heard and
. , _ Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Four shells explode brutally
- The G_ermans opposite are wary, seeing that our line on the pale line which the dug up earth from their
Subordinate: a lower rﬁmams s:clerr:t lar;d thathno onebapp?ars. [.] But along trenches makes on the green plain.
ranked soldjer : irest opihelegonting hUnbeh ohmeiemerging One sees in the middle of the smoke, the earth &
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from the trenches multiplies. They are unarmed and
make joyful & friendly gestures.

debris of all sorts fly up.

Our troops cry ‘Bravo!’ Each one feels that the best
solution has been taken and is delighted that the [..]
Christmas truce is ended thus.

Text translated by Gill Ridgley.
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Roland Dorgeles, Je técris de la tranchée (French original)

Roland Dorgeles was a French RRepeiBizetle e anen sy
: Tenez, notre réveillon. Nous I'avons fait dans la
soldier who fought on the tranchée, sous notre abri de mitrailleuses. De temps
Western Front. He Survived en temps, quelques balles: bzz... bzzz. Les Territoriaux
) chantaient le Minuit Chrétiens, la Marseillaise [..]
the war and became a well- Les ponts de Paris !l Les Allemands chantaient
known novelist and cultural Ipllemagneipardessustols
Eh bien, a notre gauche. A 4 kil., le 24e prenait,
commentator. In 1919 he wrote perdait et reprenait 3 fois une tranchée allemande
a book called Wooden Crosses sous un feu effroyable. Et & notre gauche le
: : 74e, c'est incroyable, faisait le réveillon avec les
about his experiences after the i
war. ThIS IS an extract from d Ceux-ci sortirent désarmés et déséquipés leurs

letter that he wrote home, which tranchées, les notres les suivirent et bientdt, dans

: la plaine, 500 Francais et Allemands bavardaient,
desprlbes hOW they celebrated échangeaient des cigarettes.
Christmas with the Germans. Les Allemands vinrent boire dans les tranchées
This is the French Origina|_ du 74e, des Frangais allerent trinquer chez les

Allemands. Il en revint a 2 heures du matin, [..] Un
sous-off. allemand, dans la tranchée, déclara en
tringuant “Nous savons trés bien gue nous sommes

foutus™. :
Le général dans un ordre du jour extrémement /&_,‘ Roland Dorgelés
sévére a juge la conduite extraordinaire. (1885-1973)
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Roland Dorgeles, Je t'ecris de la tranchee

Roland Dorgeles was a French
soldier who fought on the
Western Front. He survived

the war and became a well-
known novelist and cultural
commentator. In 1919 he wrote
a book called Wooden Crosses
about his experiences after the
war. This is an extract from a
letter that he wrote home, which
describes how they celebrated
Christmas with the Germans. This
Is an English translation.
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To René Bizet, 29 January 1915

Take our Christmas Eve. We held it in the trench
under our machine gun shelter. From time to time
came a few bullets: bzz... bzz. The territorials sang the
Midnight Christians, the Marseillaise, the Bridges of
Paris!ll The Germans sang ‘Germany above allll

Well, on our left, 4 kilometres away, the 24th regiment

gained, lost and regained 3 times a German trench
under appalling fire. Also on our left the 74th, it's
unbelievable, celebrating Christmas Eve with the
Germans!

The latter came out of their trenches unarmed, our
men followed them, and soon, on the plain, 500
French and Germans chatted, exchanged cigarettes.

Some Germans came for a drink in the trenches

[..], some French went to drink their health with the
Germans. They returned at 2 in the morning [..] One
junior officer, German, in the trench announced while
clinking glasses ‘We know very well that we are done
for’.

The General, in an extremely severe order-of-the-day
judged the conduct to be extraordinary.

Commemorative
plague to Roland
Dorgelés

Al {;‘\RHF.!'HU‘R | »
pe 1A BOHEME trpest ROIX ot BOIS

ROLAND DORGELES

“JE HALS LA GUERRF

wAl& JAIME CEUX QUi LONT s

Territor;
Orials: \,
soldiers Olunteer reseryg

Midnight cpy;
. hristians.
Christmas Caro'IStlans. a

The Marse

Ger:eral: secong highest- |
Ng army Officer after g

illaiSe;

hem the French

© Editions Albin Michel — Paris 2003
Text translated by Gill Ridgley.
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Captain Bruce Bairnsfather,

Bullets and Blllets

Captain Bruce Bairnsfather was
a British soldier who started
drawing cartoons ‘to pass the
time’ in the trenches. His comic
sketches were widely published
and became very popular. In this
account — published in 1916 — he
describes the truce but doesn't
mention football.

angerous
t the 1OP of the trench, very dand
parapet

1o 100k OVer
Fracas: 3 nois
Boche: sland

Geniality: @ frien .
Fraternising: D€S

| fight o argurmer

\dier
for German SO
dly of p\easam manner ol
protherty, makingd frien

Reproduced with the kind permission of the Bairnsfather family.

A strange sight, truly!

I clambered up and over the parapet, and moved out across the field to look. [...] I
joined the throng about half-way across to the German trenches.

It all felt most curious: here were the sausage-eating wretches who had elected to
start this infernal European fracas, and in so doing had brought us all into the same
muddy pickle as themselves.

This was my first real sight of them at close quarters. [...] There was not an atom
of hate on either side that day [...] It was like an interval between the rounds of a
friendly boxing match. The difference in type between our men and theirs was very
marked. There was no contrasting the spirit of the two parties. Our men, in their
scratch costumes of dirty, muddy khaki, with their various assorted head-dresses of
woollen helmets, mufflers and battered hats, were a light-hearted, open, humorous
collection as opposed to the sombre demeanour and stolid appearance of the Huns
in their grey-green faded uniforms, top boots and pork-pie hats [...]

The shortest effect I can give of the impression I had was that our men, superior,
broad-minded, more frank and lovable beings, were regarding these faded,
unimaginative products of perverted kulture as a set of objectionable but amusing
lunatics whose heads had got to be eventually smacked. [...]

Two or three of the Boches seemed to be particularly interested in me, and after
they had walked round me once or twice, with sullen curiosity stamped on their
faces, one came up and said “Offizier?” I nodded my head, which means “Yes” in
most languages, and besides, I can’t talk German.

continued overleaf
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Captain Bruce Bairnstather,
Bullets and Billets (continued)

[SEEEE—

These devils, I could see, all wanted to be friendly; but none of them possessed the
open, frank, geniality of our men. However everyone was talking and laughing, and
souvenir hunting |[...]

Suddenly one of the Boches ran back to his trench and presently reappeared with
a large camera. I posed in a mixed group for several photographs, and have ever
since wished I had fixed up some arrangement for getting a copy [...]

Slowly the meeting began to disperse; a sort of feeling that the authorities on both
sides were not very enthusiastic about this fraternising seemed to creep across the
gathering [...]

The last I saw of this little affair was a vision of one of my machine-gunners, who
was a bit of an amateur hairdresser in civil life, cutting the unnaturally long hair
of a docile Boche, who was patiently kneeling on the ground whilst the automatic
clippers crept up the back of his neck.

[ This photo of Bruce
) Bairnsfather was taken on
Christmas Day 1914.
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@ Design a war memorial

0 Sports activities

Captain Bruce Bairnsfather,
1958 television interview

In this interview, given 44 years after the Christmas Truce,
Bruce Bairnsfather describes football being played

with the Germans.

| happened to be walking down the trench when |
looked over the parapet, and | was amazed to see
a whole crowd of Germans in the field in front, and
looking a bit closer | saw a whole lot of our fellows
were with them too.

[.]

| joined this outfit, and there we were, all chatting
and talking as best one could — nobody could
understand a thing — out in the middle of No-Man's
Land, with barbed wire and shell-holes and relics
of previous encounters all lying about. It was
mostly curiosity — they sort of walked round each
other, looking at each other, observing the kind of
differences in the uniform and that kind of thing.

-

old Bill: a very popular
cartoon soldier character
which Bruce Bairnsfather
created during the war.

Reproduced with the kind permission of the Bairnsfather family.

This went on very nicely indeed until one of our
chaps, a sort of Old Bill, had had a football sent
out as a Christmas present, and blew this up and
suggested a game of football with the Germans in
No-Man'’s land.

Well this was going very nicely and everything,
when suddenly the authorities, the owners and
organisers of the war at the back, they didn't like
this at all, and news came that we had to stop it at
once. This fraternising must cease and so on, SO we
crawled back into the trenches again and that was
the end of that.

A Christmas card
drawn by Bruce
| Bairnsfather in
! December 1914.
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Colonel Pearse, Extract from the
Fast Sussex Regimental War Diary

British soldiers were frequently
rotated between the most
dangerous frontline trench
positions and safer postings
behind the lines. Although the
East Sussex Regiment were
not at the front line during
the Christmas Truce, their
Regimental Diary records

the handover comments of
the troops they replaced.

The Devons: so\d‘\ers
from the Devonshire

regiment
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Brigadier-General J. E. Edmonds and Captain G. C. Wynne,
Military Operations: France And Belgium, 1915

The Official History of the Great
War is a massive 29 volume
military history published
between 1923 and 1949 and
produced by the Committee

of Imperial Defence. This is an
extract from one of the volumes,
published in 1927.

During Christmas day there was an informal
suspension of arms during daylight on a few parts
of the front, and a certain amount of fraternization.
Where there had been recent fighting both sides
took the opportunity of burying their dead lying in
No Man’s Land, and in some places there was an
exchange of small gifts and a little talk, the Germans
expressing themselves confident of early victory.
Before returning to their trenches both parties sang
Christmas carols and soldiers songs, each in its own
language, ending up with “Auld Lang Syne” in which
all contingents joined. On the part of front where
happened to be two Irish battalions, the Germans
suggested the prolongation of the cessation of
fighting, naturally without result. There was to be an
attempt to repeat this custom of old time warfare at
Christmas 1915, but it was a small and isolated one,
and the fraternization of 1914 was never repeated.

: =
Fraternization-. making friend

with the enemy
Contingents: €
every side

eryone on
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Regimental History of the Bavarian Reserve Infantry
Regiment 16 (German original)

This excerpt from a German
regimental history describes the
truce and the army’s decision
not to court martial the soldiers
who took part in it. This is the
battalion that Adolf Hitler was
serving with at Christmas 1914.
He worked as a dispatch runner
on the Western Front in France
and Belgium, spending nearly
half his time well behind the
front lines, and he was not in the
trenches on that morning. This is
the original German text.
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Das kgl. Sachsische 11. Infanterie-regiment, Nr.
139, Dresden 1927

Die Heimat hatte auBerordentlich reichlich
Geschenke aller Art, Christbaume und Lichter
geschickt, so dass bei Anbruch des Abends auch

in der vordersten Linie ein festliche Stimmung bei
Lichterglanz herrschte. Frohe Weihnachtslieder
wurden gesungen, die natdrlich auch von den
Englandern gehort wurden.

Plotzlich hérte man jenseits der Brustwehr den
Wunsch in unserer Sprache auBern: “Noch einmal das
erste Lied.” Vorsichtig hatten sich einige Feinde nahe
an unsere Stellung herangepirscht, um dem frohen
Treiben zu lauschen. Der englische Feldgeistliche
erschien zuerst und verlangte seinen deutschen
Amtsbruder zu sprechen. Da derselbe aber nicht in
vorderster Linie war und nach und nach an vielen
Stellen der Feind ohne Waffen in kleinen Trupps sich
an unsere Stellung heranbegeben hatte, entstand
eine allgemeine Verbriderung.

[..]

Der Waffenstillstand ist beiderseits redlich gehalten
worden. Es stellte sich spater heraus, dass der
Weihnachtsabend auch an weitergelegenen, ebenso
feuchten Frontteilen ahnliche Erscheinungen
gezeitigt hatte, die sich sogar am hellen Tage
wiederholt hatten und seitens der Englander
photographisch festgehalten und in der “Times”
veroffentlicht worden waren.

Diese Bilder kamen dem ArmeefUhrer zu Gesicht,
eine angeordnete kriegsgerichtliche Untersuchung
wurde aber niedergeschlagen, da die eingeforderten
Meldungen der Kampftruppen erkennen liessen, dass
widrige Naturereignisse letzten Endes die Ursache
waren, dass eine voribergehende “Verbriderung”
stattgefunden hatte...
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Regimental History of the Bavarian Reserve Infantry

Regiment 10

This excerpt from a German
regimental history describes the
truce and the army’s decision
not to court martial the soldiers
who took part in it. This is the
battalion that Adolf Hitler was
serving with at Christmas 1914,
He worked as a dispatch runner
on the Western Front in France
and Belgium, spending nearly
half his time well behind the
front lines, and he was not in the
trenches on that morning. This
Is an English translation of the
original German text.

Translated by Hanna Heffner.

Court martial abandoned

The homeland sent exceptionally generous gifts of
all kinds, Christmas trees, lights, so that by the time
the evening drew to a close, there was a festive
atmosphere with the glimmering of lights even in the
first lines. Happy Christmas songs were sung, which
of course were heard by the English too.

Suddenly, from the other side of the parapet we
heard a wish expressed in our own language:

“One more time, the first song!”. Carefully some

of the enemy were edging closer to our stands in
order to hear the happy party. The English army
chaplain appeared first and asked for his German
colleague. But since he was not on the front line,
and slowly from more and more positions the enemy
was coming in small groups, unarmed, a general
fraternisation started

[..]

The truce was kept on both sides with honesty.
Later it turned out that Christmas Eve has produced
similar events, even at farther away, equally damp
parts of the frontline, which was repeated even
during daylight and the English have recorded this in
photographs to be later published in the “Times”.

These pictures became known to the General,
however a court martial investigation they ordered
was then abandoned, as the reports requested
from the combat troops explained that in the end
the adverse conditions were the reason for the
temporary “fraternization”.

Parapet: the top of the trench, very
dangerous to look over

Dispatch runner: messenger or courier

Chaplain: Church representative in the
army, for example, a priest / vicar

Fraternisation: brotherly behaviour,
making friends

Front line: first line of trenches after No
Man’s Land, closest to the enemy

Court martial: a special army court for
soldiers. Guilty soldiers could be executed.
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o Find a footballer

Introduction — Football and the First World War

Football was a very popular sport in Britain and

Germany in the years before 1914. In January 1900,

representatives from 86 football clubs founded the
German Football Association (Deutscher FuBball-
Bund — DFB) and the German national football team
has represented Germany in international football
competitions since 1908.

While Britain and its allies were at war in 1914,
football was still being played in the normal way
at home. A lot of people thought this was wrong.
In England, there were Division 1 and Division

2 Championships and an FA Challenge Cup
competition. The FA was in charge of football in
England then, as it is now, and the Dean of Lincoln
wrote scornfully to it of ‘onlookers who, while so
many of their fellow men are giving themselves in
their country’s peril, still go gazing at football'.

.. BRITISH ; THE FOOTBALL &
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There was criticism of the players too. Some people
thought that young men who played football
professionally should be fighting for their country.
The FA made ‘An Appeal to Good Sportsmen’ and

a poster was issued in November 1914 imploring
footballers (and others) to join the armed forces.
‘Every man must know his duty to himself and to his
country’, it said on the poster. Arthur Conan Doyle,
the author of the Sherlock Holmes books, also made

an appeal. There was a time for everything, but there

is only time for one thing now, and that thing is war...

If a footballer had strength of limb let them serve and

march in the field of battle.

Partly as a response to the criticism, a ‘Footballers’
Battalion’ was formed in December 1914. The 17th
Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment, to give it its
official name, had Frank Buckley, the Derby County
and England centre-half, as its first member. The
Football League instructed their clubs to release
professional players who were not married to join
the armed forces. The Footballers’ Battalion quickly
grew with players from teams including Portsmouth,
Crystal Palace, Millwall, Chelsea and the whole of
the Clapton Orient (now Leyton Orient) team. The
Footballers’ Battalion, consisting of professional and
amateur players, plus some football supporters,

left for the war in November 1915. By the following

March, 122 professional footballers had signed up for

the battalion, which led to press complaints, as there

were some 1800 eligible footballers. By the end of
the war they had lost more than 1,000 men and in
the Battle of Arras alone, 462 were killed.

England’s 1914-15 football season ended with
the FA Cup Final between Chelsea and Sheffield
United. The match was christened ‘The Khaki Cup
Final’ due to the large number of uniformed soldiers
present in the crowd at Old Trafford. The Earl of
Derby presented the trophy to Sheffield United
with the words: ‘It is now the duty of everyone to
join with each other and play a sterner game for
England. Everton won the First Division title and
Derby County lifted the Second Division crown.
After that, all competitive football was suspended.

With thanks to David Barber, Football Association
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Women's Football and the First World War

In the early 20th century, women were thought

too fragile to play football. It was considered
inappropriate and degrading. Doctors declared that it
was damaging to women'’s health.

The First World War changed that perception. ‘All the
men went off to war and the women took their places
in the factories,’ explained Sue Lopez, the former
England international. The women working at the
munitions manufacturers would kick around a ball,
and [...] they would play matches to raise funds for
the wounded soldiers.

In the absence of the men'’s league, which had
ceased at the end of the 1914-15 season, women's
tournaments flourished. In the north-west of England,
where heavy industries were at their most dense,
inter-district matches were played, and a Munition
Girls Challenge Cup was established. Dick, Kerr's
Ladies from Preston were the most famous team

and their match against St Helens in 1920, played at
Everton’s ground, Goodison Park, attracted a crowd
of 53,000.

Photo reproduced with the kind permission of the National Football Museum.
With thanks to David Barber, Football Association

There was a suspicion that some teams were not
giving the money they raised from women'’s football
matches to charity and, in 1921, the FA banned
women from playing at its affiliated grounds. ‘Football
is quite unsuitable for females,” said the FA. But
those First World War factory workers, known as ‘The
Munitionettes’, had kicked off a surge in women's
football that rocked the men’s game.

DICK, KERR'

BRITISH
COUNCIL

= LADIES' FOOTHALL TEAM.

Photo of Dick, Kerr's Ladies’
Football Team, initially made
up of workers from Dick,
Kerr & Co.
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Footballers” Battalion letter

A ‘Footballers’ Battalion’, the
17th (Service) Battalion (1st
Football), was formed in London
on 12 December 1914 by W.
Joynson Hicks MP. They arrived
In France on 18 November 1915
and were transferred to serve
with the 6th Brigade in 2nd
Division the following month.
The battalion was disbanded

in February 1918. This letter
was sent from the Football
Association to encourage
volunteers for the battalion.

.. BRITISH ’:’ THE FOOTBALL &
@@ COUNCIL ='LEAGUE  \&%

February, 1915
Dear Sir

We are going to ask your very grave consideration
for this letter. [..]

Some six weeks ago, the Army council authorised
the raising of a Battalion of Footballers, making very
special provisions that the professional player should
be allowed to get away from his military duties in
order to complete his football contracts up to the
end of April next.

A large number of some of the finest players in the
Kingdom have already joined the Battalion, but we do
not see your name amongst them.

Forgive us for pressing upon you the absolute
necessity of rallying every available man for the
colours.

Those who have joined this Battalion are doing
splendidly; [...] May we ask you to think over your own
responsibility to your country and to your homes, and
let us know on the enclosed postcard whether you
cannot see your way to join? [..] We do urge you as

a patriot and a footballer to come to the help of the
country in its hour of need.

Yours faithfully,
Lord Kinnaird and W Joyson Hicks

Grave consideration:
serious thought
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An Appeal to
Good Sportsmen

This poster from the Football
Association encourages young
sportsmen to join the army:.
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Daily Express, 6 October 1914

On 26 September 1914 it was
reported in the Daily Express
that an officer in the new army
only identified as ‘Union Jack’
was asking ‘for the gift of a few
footballs — ‘the men’s only joy”.
Readers were informed that any
footballs sent to the newspaper’s
offices would be forwarded

to the front. Other national
newspapers offered to send
footballs to the front including
the Daily Mirror.
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FOOTBALL IN BATTLE

BRITISH SOLDIERS’ GAME AFTER
LEAVING THE TRENCHES

Paris Oct 4

During a comparative lull along a large
portion of the front from yesterday afternoon
until early this morning the French soldiers
were astonished to see the British come out of
the trenches to play football.

While our artillery duel was still progressing
the Tommies, who had been brought back for

a rest to some distance behind the advanced
firing line, inflated several footballs and
started to kick them about.

Soon afterwards another battalion
challenged them to a game and an exciting
match followed. Both battalions had in the
recent fighting lost heavily, but their zest for
the sport appeared to be hearty.

Reuter Special.

Artillery duel- gun battle
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Daily Express,
19 October 1914
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OLD FOOTBALLS WANTED

Lieut Quartermaster Bone who is with the
Kings Royal rifles at Bisley asks the “Daily
Express” to appeal to its readers for some
old footballs for his men.

Yes remember that story of the British
officer who the other day propelled a uhlan
from behind with his foot so hard that the
affrighter German disappeared in a cloud of
dust? Well there is 3 lot more of this sort of
thing to be done, and there is nothing like a
football for strengthening the muscles of his
toes.

Readers who desire to help this good
work should therefore 80 over their stocks
of old footballs at once and send some
to the “Daily Express” Room 25 ,23 St
Bride-street, EC. All contributions will be
acknowledged in the “Daily Express.”

Of course there is no objection to new
footballs.
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Daily Express,

8 J a n U a ry 1 9 1 5 GOOD NEWS FOR TOMMY g

Footballs and boxing gloves
were not the only recreational
items sent out to British soldiers.
This announcement was made
in the Daily Express newspaper
to tell British servicemen that
they were being sent mouth

“Daily Express,”
8 Shoe Lane, London E.C.
January 8, 1915.

Dear Tommy, — In reply to your heart-cry from
the trenches for something with which to “make
anoise,” and to while away your weary hours
in the “dug outs,” we are sending you as a first
instalment, about one thousand mouth-organs,
concertinas, accordions, and melodeons.

The mouth-organs, it is true, were made in

; GOOD NE’%I’_SJ FOR TOMMY.

#Daily Expesss®
&, Shae Lans, Londns, EC.
desusay B, 1015,

Germany, but that cannot be helped at present. We
sincerely hope that the noise you produce on the
instruments will also be MADE IN GERMANY!!

May you extract as much enjoyment out of these
our readers’ presents as you have obtained from
the footballs and boxing-gloves sent by the same
kind-hearted subscribers. Good luck to you, and
thank you! — Yours sincerely,

THE SPORTS EDITOR

organs and other instruments

In January 1915. This campaign
was very popular among the
readers of the newspaper, and

a Roll of Honour was published
throughout the war, featuring the
names of donors and the amount
they had given.
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Play the Greater Game

Army recruitment posters drew
on the popularity of football to
encourage young men to join
the army.

/—\

Chromolithograph recruiting
poster by unknown artist,
published by the Publicity
Department, Central London
Recruiting Depot, 1914.
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First World War footballers’ case studies

Tall Edwin Latheron, known as Alex ‘Sandy’ Turnbull played for Manchester

A number Of fOOtba”erS JOlﬂed ‘Pinky’, played as a midfielder United before the war and scored the first goal at Old

the armed forces and fought for England and Blackburn Trafford. He was born near Kilmarnock and has been

iﬂ the Wa r Rovers. He helped Blackburn described as ‘the prototype for the lowland, working
win the league title twice and class Scottish player like Sir Alex Ferguson’ and as
had dazzling footwork that ‘an Edwardian version of Wayne Rooney’. He was
created openings for the involved in setting up what was to be the first players’
strikers. His career ended union, in May 1906 — later to be referred to as
when he was killed while ‘The Outcasts’.

serving with the Royal Field
Artillery at Passchendaele.

ok, LATIICRON
Mlschlovtn Rovers el Englam

Sandy joined the Footballers’ Battalion in 1915 and
then transferred to another regiment. It is believed
that he was among the troops who dribbled footballs
in to the battle of the Somme front lines on 1 July
1916. He died at Arras on 3 July 1917. He left a widow
and four children.

b

Photograph from
the 1909 FA Cup
Final where Sandy
Turnball scored

TheFA
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G Find a footballer

First World War footballers’ case studies (continued)

woodbines: @ br
of cigarettes

and

Florrie Redford grew up in Preston, Lancashire. She
enjoyed sport and played football with her brothers.
When war broke out, she was working at Dick, Kerr’s
factory. The firm made war supplies, including shells
for guns, producing up to 30,000 a week by 1917.

The workers often played football during their lunch
breaks. Another player, Alice Norris, remembers

that ‘we used to play at shooting at the cloakroom
windows, they were little square windows, and if the
boys beat us at putting a window through, we had to
buy them a packet of Woodbines, but if we beat them,
they had to buy us a bar of Five Boys chocolate’.

A member of staff at the factory organised a girls’
and women's team to raise money for the war effort.
At a match on Christmas Day 1917, Dick, Kerr's Ladies
beat Coulthard’s Foundry 4-0, with Florrie playing
centre-forward. A match report said that the team'’s
forward work, indeed, was often surprisingly good,
one or two of the ladies showing quite admirable ball
control’. She became one of the leading scorers for
the team and was described by the papers as blonde
and glamorous, and was often pictured in their pages.

Her football career continued when she became a
nurse after the war, as did many of her teammates,
looking after wounded soldiers. Florrie emigrated

to Canada in 1930 but played again for the team in
1938. She then retired from football and later moved
to Coventry, where she spent the rest of her life.

@@ BRITISH =\ THE FooTBALL &
@@ COUNCIL —='LEAGUE  \&%



Source: 46 (@ Footballers who fought in the war

G Find a footballer

First World War footballers’ case studies (continued)
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Donald Simpson Bell was
born in 1890 in Harrogate,

one of seven children. He was
strong and tall and good at

lots of different sports. Donald
started to train as a teacher in
London, while playing football as
an amateur for teams including
Crystal Palace.

He also played as an amateur for Newcastle United,
before turning professional and moving to Bradford
Park Avenue, where he was very successful and
widely admired. One report said: ‘Bell is one of

the best types of the professional footballer,
broadminded in outlook and scrupulously fair in

his play!

Donald was the first professional footballer to enlist,
joining the 9th Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment

in October 1914. He fought initially at Armentieres,
then moved to the Somme. He was cited for ‘most
conspicuous bravery’ during an attack on 5 July 1916
and was awarded the Victoria Cross, but he was killed
on 10 July.

His medal was presented to his wife of one month,
Rhoda. There is a permanent memorial to Donald
at ‘Bell's Redoubt” at the Somme, and the Victoria
Cross is on display in the National Football Museum,
Manchester.

Leigh Richmond Roose

was born in 1877 in Holt,

near Wrexham. He became a
goalkeeper for Aberystwyth
Town while at college. He was
described as being ideally suited
to the position, being tall and
well built. He became the Welsh
national goalkeeper in 1900 and
held that position for many years.

Leigh moved to study medicine in London and
continued to play amateur football, before joining Stoke
City for ‘expenses’. He was popular with football crowds
as he loved to talk to spectators, tell jokes during the
game, and make a dramatic arrival at matches. He

also led a celebrity lifestyle, becoming famous for his
active social life in clubs and restaurants. Before the
outbreak of war he had a very successful career. Leigh
volunteered to join up almost immediately after the war
broke out. He was in Gallipoli by April 1915 and France
from 1916.

According to accounts from fellow soldiers, Leigh
fought bravely in a failed attack on the Somme,

and was presumed dead in October 1917. He is
commemorated at the Theipval memorial in France,
although his family did not discover this until many
years later, as his name had been misspelled as
‘Rouse’.
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First World War footballers’ case studies (continued)

Walter Tull was born in Kent in 1888. His mother
was from Kent and his father was a carpenter from
Barbados. They both died before Walter was ten
and he was then brought up in an orphanage in
London. Walter became an apprentice printer, but
his football skills led him to play first for Clapton and
then Tottenham Hotspur in 1909, making him the
first mixed race professional outfield player (the first
black professional player was the goalkeeper, Arthur
Wharton, in 1885).

He was subjected to racist abuse from some fans,
despite his popularity with home crowds and the
press. Walter transferred to Northampton Town in
1911 and played over 100 games for them.

In December 1914, he volunteered for the
Footballers’ Battalion, 17th Middlesex regiment. He
was promoted to sergeant in 1916 while serving in
France. Walter got trench fever (and probably shell
shock) and was treated in England after the battle of
the Somme. While in the UK, he trained as an officer,
and returned to France, becoming the British Army’s
first mixed race officer.

After a period of fighting in Italy, he was posted back
to France and was killed on 25 March 1918 at Arras.
His men tried to rescue him after seeing him shot but
his body was never found. He is commemorated on
the Arras memorial. Another Spurs player, Alan Haig-
Brown, who was the Commander of Walter’s battalion,
also died in the same attack.

TheFA
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First World War footballers’ case studies (continued)

The Hawkshaw village team were the champions
of Division Two of the Bury and District Amateur
League. Hawkshaw is a village in Greater Manchester
and all the players in the team came from there. Lots
of men from the village and football team enlisted
and fought in the war. Many from the football team
were injured or killed. The fighting had a profound
effect on the community as the whole village had a
connection with the war’s tragic events. The team did
not reform after the war.

Of the men in the picture (from left to right,

back row to front row):

* Albert Sanderson served in the army and was
wounded three times

* Richard Snape served in the army and lost his
brother-in-law at Vimy Ridge

 William Howarth served in the army and lost his
brother-in-law at Passchendaele

* William Longworth served with the artillery and died
of the effects of a gas attack in 1920

* Richard Smith served in the army in the Middle East
and survived a torpedo attack

 William H Longworth served in the army and came
home disabled

* Ernest Howarth's history is unknown

+ John Dickson served in the artillery and was
wounded

« Tom Smithie died of wounds at the Somme

» John Horrocks was wounded and disabled, and his
brother was killed

* Fred Whowell died in 1927
* Phillip Mcgregor served in the army

» Edward Chadwick served with the artillery and was
wounded and gassed

* Charles Sims served in army and died after the war
of a fever contracted overseas

» George Horrocks was wounded and his brother was
killed

» James E. Johnson was killed at Gallipoli.

William Smith, who is not in the photo, was wounded
on the Somme.
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First World War footballers’ case studies (continued)

Fritzes: Slang for
German soldiers

Patrick Crossan, known as
‘Paddy’, was born in 1894 in
Addiewell, Midlothian. He was a
Heart of Midlothian player who
was known for his speed on the
pitch. Paddy also competed as

a sprinter in athletics meetings.
He considered himself to be very
good looking, and a teammate
and friend once remarked that ‘Paddy could maybe

pass the ball, but he couldn't pass a mirror if he tried’.

When war broke out, football continued for a while,
with Hearts the most successful team in Scotland.
Public pressure grew for fit, healthy young men to
join up. In response, Lieutenant-Colonel George
Macrae formed a battalion of the 16th Royal Scots, in
Edinburgh. The whole of the Hearts team joined.

During the 1914/15 season, they continued to
play football matches, as well as doing their
army training, which affected their results badly.
A huge crowd saw them off from Edinburgh

in late 1915. They then trained in England

and went to France in January 1916.

While on the front line, Paddy was buried in an
explosion. He suffered severe concussion and spent
three days crawling to safety. By the time he re-
appeared, his fellow soldiers thought he had been
killed. At the start of his fighting, he said: I think that
instead of fighting, we should take the Fritzes on at
football. | am certain we would do it on them!

In September 1916, Paddy’s foot and leg were badly
injured. He woke up in hospital with a label on his
foot marking it for amputation, but persuaded a
captured German surgeon in the hospital that this
must not happen, as he was a professional footballer.
His foot was saved. Once recovered, he was posted
to Palestine, then back to France, where he was the
victim of a gas attack in August 1918.

After the war, Paddy was not able to resume a full
playing career. He opened a pub in Edinburgh and
was the landlord there until his death in 1933.

He is commemorated in the Hearts war memorials at
Tynecastle and in Edinburgh’s Haymarket.
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First World War footballers’ case studies (continued)

Jimmy
(James
Marshall)
Seed was
born in
1895 in
Blackhill,
near
Consett, Northumberland. He grew up near the
Northumberland coast. He worked as a miner, playing
football part-time with Whitburn F.C. His brother
Angus also played professionally.

Jimmy’s goal-scoring abilities impressed Sunderland,
and he signed with them as a professional in April
1914. He continued playing for them until the end

of the 1914/15 season, when football was officially
suspended because of the war. Jimmy was then
20-years-old.

He joined the 8th Battalion of the West Yorkshire
regiment and was sent to France. Here he was in
the Cyclist Corps, whose members took essential
information through the lines on their bikes. His
brother Angus was also in France and was awarded
the Military Medal for his courage after being
wounded.

-

Tel

o

e - -

@@ BRITISH
@@ COUNCIL

THE FOOTBALL

LEAGUE

; PREMIER ;
LEAGUE,

Jimmy was gassed towards the end of the war and
was sent home. Once football resumed, he returned
to playing for Sunderland, but appeared not to be fit
enough and he was released on a free transfer. He
got another chance to play with the Welsh side Mid-
Rhondda, however, and from there joined Tottenham
Hotspur. With Spurs, he had a successful career in
the first team, appearing in the FA Cup Final, and then
played for England. His playing career continued at
Sheffield Wednesday, but ended when he got a knee
injury at the age of 35.

Jimmy continued as a manager, at Clapton
Orient (many of whose players had fought in
the war), then Charlton Athletic (where there
is a stand named after him), Bristol City and
Millwall. Jimmy died in 1966, at the age of 71,
just before England won the World Cup.

Bernard ‘Barney’ Donaghey
was born in Derry in 1882. He
began his career playing for
Derry Celtic, the main football
club in the city, which competed
in the Irish League. He later
played for Belfast Celtic, the
leading team in Ireland at that
time, and signed for Manchester
United in the 1905/1906 season.
He played one international game
for Ireland, against Scotland on 9
August 1902.

He fought with the First Battalion
of the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers during the First World
War. He was wounded in the head by shrapnel and
spent time recovering in a hospital in Tanta, Egypt.
He wrote a letter home saying that he was recovering
and added, ‘The other four soldiers that were beside
me were killed. It was an awful sight. | am sure it
was the prayers that saved me. He was killed on the
opening day of the Battle of the Somme, 1 July 1916.
His body was never recovered.

With thanks to Patricia Keppie, Premier League
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Photographs taken by troops who
participated in the Christmas Truce

Troops from the London Rifle Brigade fraternising
with troops of the 104th and 106th Saxon
Regiments at Ploegsteert, Belgium, on Christmas
Day 1914. Possibly Riflemen Andrew (middle) and
Grigg (second from the right, background).

Imperial War Museum document number Q 11745.

i t
of the 134th Saxon Regiment
h men of the Royal Warwickshire
an's Land on the Western Front.
ument number HU 35801.

German soldiers:
photographed wit

Regiment in No M
Imperial War Museum doc
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Photograph from the front page of
the Daily Mirror, 5 January 1915

During the truce, soldiers took photographs of enemies meeting.
Some were sent to newspapers and published within days.
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Artefacts exchanged by troops who took
part in the truce

I Private Robert Boyd, a soldier in Hill’s
ThIS brandy bOttle and many regiment, wrote about the gift of the brandy

other artefacts were donated to bottle in his diary:
I il On 31.12.14 “German soldiers got up on their
g?festogs IdIQESB?hF(;JfSEhargnl\gltheu il parapet and made friendly signals”, Capt GVW Hill

met two German officers in No Man’s Land. One of

Gera|d Victor Wilmot |_|||| DSO them proffered a small bottle of brandy. When Capt

i Hill did not take it, the German officer took a sip and
He served throughout the First said “not poison” and then Capt Hill accepted the re-
World War, was promoted from Gorcel B,

Captain to Lieutenant Colonel
and was awarded two Bars to his
Distinguished Service Order. He
died in 1959.

; the Royal Irish Regiment.
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Artefacts exchanged by troops who took
part in the truce (continued)

Princess Mary's Gift

Princess Mary’s BOX Fund 1914 Box, Class A

smokers.

Princess Mary, the third child and only daughter of King George
V and Queen Mary, was just 1/ when war broke out in October
1914. Her original intention had been to pay, out of her private
allowance, for a personal gift to each soldier and sailor. This was
deemed impracticable and a proposal was made that she lend
her name to a public fund, which would raise the necessary
monies to provide the gifts. The gifts were metal boxes for every
serviceman at the front or at sea (‘Class A) for the first Christmas
of the War. The majority of gifts were for smokers and comprised
an ornate embossed brass box containing tobacco, cigarettes,

a pipe and lighter, Christmas card and photograph of Princess
Mary. For non-smokers writing paper and a pencil were provided.
For Indian troops sweets and spices were given instead of, or in
combination with, cigarettes.
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Trench Football game

In wartime, propaganda can

be an important weapon. This
‘trench football’ game pokes fun
at Kaiser Wilhelm, the head of
the German Empire, making him
a figure of fun.

Imperial War Museum document number EPH 2580.
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Photographs of German troops who took part
N the truce

Group of Saxons
from the 134th

Saxon Regiment
who took part in the

truce
Group of Saxons who
took part in the truce
and a trench
@@ BRITISH [&=
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Photos reproduced with thanks to John Krijnen
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The truce seen through a trench periscope

This blurred photograph showing
the Christmas Truce taking
place belonged to Lieutenant
Johannes Niemann, who
provided one of the most vivid
descriptions of football during
the truce (Source 21). The
photograph was taken through
a special device which soldiers
used to look out over the top of
the trench without risking being

shot, a type of ‘trench periscope'.

It was similar to a submarine
periscope. The sketch of the
trench periscope was drawn by
the German soldier Karl Kénig, a
school teacher who was injured
and died the following year.

rung Veihmachten 1914

shot.dureh Scherenfernrohr

A photograph of the
truce taken through a

trench periscope
Photo reproduced with kind
permission of Michel Pacaux.

Sketch of a trench
periscope drawn by a
German soldier, Karl

Karl Kénig, who drew
the sketch of the trench

periscope, before the war.
Images from Karl Kénig reproduced with
kind permission of Dr Ulrich Kénig
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Source: 53 @@ History

The Daily Telegraph, 2 January 1915

This short article appeared under
the heading, ‘Sorry to fight us’.
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Rifleman E. W. Munday, 3rd Battalion Rifle
Brigade, son of Mr and Mrs Munday, of 5, Queen
Street High Wycombe, writing home under date
December 26, says:

“On Christmas morning some of us went out in front
of the German trenches and shook hands with them,
and they gave us cigars, cigarettes and money as
souvenirs.

We helped them to bury their dead, who had been
lying in the fields for two months.

It was a comical sight to see English and German
soldiers, as well as officers, shaking hands and
chatting together. When we had buried their dead,
one of the Germans danced and another played a
mouth organ.

We asked them to play us at football in the afternoon
but they had no time.

They seemed a decent crew to speak to, and | got
into conversation with one who worked at Selfridges
in London, and he said he was sorry to have to fight
against us.

Well | don't expect we shall shake hands with the
enemy agdain for a long time to come.”

Rifleman; an o1,
Comical- funny

Selfridges:
In London

ary soldier

a department store
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My dug-out: a lay
of the trenches
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My Dug-Out:

A lay of the trenches.

Reproduced with the kind permission of the Bairnsfather family.
Cartoons drawn by Bruce Bairnsfather.
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Source: 55 @) Cartoons

|
Keeping his hand in

In.

~ Ghinio,” the popular
v to his platoon.

Keeping His Hand
mber, farmerly
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company msiderahle anxicE

Private Smith, 1"}“:l:\th.- causes o

juggler, freqne
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My dream for years to come

(71 |
My dream for years to come.”

Reproduced with the kind permission of the Bairnsfather family.
Cartoons drawn by Bruce Bairnsfather.
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El__t_ernational Match

Grand International Match |
Great Britain, Ireland & Alljes

Versus
Germany, Austria & Allies

Where Match wili be Played :
=i lﬁ]]';‘n'fll':l{l'] ™~ GERMANY

Many recruitment posters were
printed to encourage men to

join the army. This poster was
produced at a time when the
whole island of Ireland was under

British rule.

Teams:
Unlimited number of players on each side

Referee :
UNITED STATES

Linesmen ;

ITALY and HOLLAND

Irishmen wishin in thi
vishing to play in this—the greate
i'k]!]utich the world has ever hurxll——shnﬂliib:nl;;};f
{‘.IFF jI" HHIIIIES at Once at the nearest Recruiting
Miice so that they may be thoroughly trained for
the Great Day. 3

Medals will lse presented after (e Match,

RS N L 50,0003/ 11 ,
(A5 )W DBl — - 50.000.3 /15 ALk Pron & Co, L, Dubli
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Reproduced with kind permission of the Deputy Keeper of Records, Public Record Office of Northern Ireland. Reference number LA/20/50/GA.



Further Resources

Below Is a selection of some useful resources for exploring the
Christmas Truce and the role of football in the First World War more
widely, including museums, websites and books.

MUSEUMS:

Several museums have information and
collections relating to the First World War and
the football truce. Among them are:

The Imperial War Museum: www.iwm.org.uk

The National Football Museum:
www.nationalfootballmuseum.com

An exhibition on football in the First World War opens
in December 2014.

The National Army Museum: www.nam.ac.uk

The National Memorial Arboretum:
www.thenma.org.uk

The Scottish National Football Museum
(Hampden Park, Glasgow):
www.scottishfootballmuseum.org.uk

In Flanders Fields Museum (Ypres, Belgium):
www.inflandersfields.be/en

Wrexham Museum service holds the Welsh
Football Collection: www.wrexham.gov.uk/english/
heritage/welsh_football
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Manchester United FC Museum (Old Trafford,
Manchester): www.manutd.com/en/visit-old-trafford/
museum-and-stadium-tour/welcome.aspx

Chelsea FC Museum (Stamford Bridge,
London): www.chelseafc.com/stadium-tours-info/
article/2556087/title/about-the-tours--museum

Arsenal FC Museum (Emirates Stadium, London):
www.arsenal.com/history/the-arsenal-museum

Westminster Archives holds information about
Walter Tull: www.westminster.gov.uk/archives

The Surrey History Centre has information about
football and the Somme: www.surreycc.gov.uk/
recreation-heritage-and-culture/archives-and-history/
surrey-history-centre

The Bodelwyddan Castle Museum and the
National Museum of Wales will have a special
exhibition on the Christmas Truce between January
and March 2015: www.bodelwyddan-castle.co.uk and
www.museumwales.ac.uk

Football Clubs may be able to help you find out
more. Also see www.premierleague.com,
www.football-league.co.uk, www.thefa.com

Regimental museums near you can be a great
source of information about the First World War in
general. Below are some regimental museums that
hold displays or artefacts which specifically relate to
the Christmas Truce:

The London Irish Rifles Museum has a football
that was kicked ahead of the regiment's attack at
the battle of Loos, 1915: www.londonirishrifles.com/
museum

The Surrey Infantry Museum has
information about football and the Somme:
www.queensroyalsurreys.org.uk/new_museum/
new_museum.shtm!

The Prince of Wales Royal Regiment and
Queen’s Regiment Museum has information about
football and the Somme: www.royalwelsh.org.uk/
regimental-museum-of-the-royal-welsh.shtml



Further Resources

The Green Howards Museum:
www.greenhowards.org.uk

Royal Regiment of Fusiliers Museum (Royal
Warwickshire): www.warwickfusiliers.co.uk

Royal Welch Fusiliers Museum:
www.rwfmuseum.org.uk

You can find other regimental museums here:
Www.armymuseums.org.uk

Remember the World as well as the War:
http://www.britishcouncil.org/organisation/
publications/remember-the-world

A British Council publication highlighting the truly
global nature of the conflict and its lasting legacy

MORE FIRST WORLD WAR RESOURCES AND
ACTIVITIES FOR SCHOOLS

British Council Schools Online
http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org

Resources to help your students explore the world
beyond their classroom

British Council First World War Resources for
EFL/ESOL Students
www.teachingenglish.org.uk/world-war-1

The Imperial War Museum
WWW.iwm.org.uk

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission
www.cwgc.org
Learning resources, virtual cemetery and CWGC sites

The Royal British Legion
www.britishlegion.org.uk

The British Library
www.bl.uk

The National Archives
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk

The Europeana Collection
www.europeana-collections-1914-1918.eu

The Glory Days
http://www.cwgc.org/glorydays/flash.html
Football in the First World War

World War One - Playing the Game

www.ww 1 playingthegame.org.uk

Educational resources based on the children’s book
War Game by Michael Foreman

Crossing the White Line
www.crossingthewhiteline.com

Explores the life of Walter Tull, professional footballer
and soldier in the First World War

Football and Peace
www.childrensfootballalliance.com/football-and-
peace

Commemorates the truce and celebrates peace
through play/sports

The Institute of Education
www.centenarybattlefieldtours.org
Additional teaching resources

The Bruce Bairnsfather Society
www.brucebairnsfather.org.uk

Dick, Kerr Ladies FC 1917-1965
www.dickkerrladies.com

The pioneering women'’s football team in which
Florrie Redford played

The Christmas Truce 1914 Operation Plum
Pudding

www.christmastruce.co.uk/

Letters from local papers

Spartacus Educational
www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk
History with illustrations and primary sources

The First World War Centenary
www.1914.0rg

Local events taking place for Centenary
commemorations

Royal Shakespeare Company
www.rsc.org.uk/whats-on/the-christmas-truce
New play about the Christmas Truce

Our Friends, the Enemy
www.ourfriendstheenemy.com
One man show about the Christmas Truce
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A small selection of further reading

Ali, J.: Our Boys: The Great War in a Lancashire Village,
Landy Publishing, 2007

Bell, M.: Red, White and Khaki, Peak publish, 2011

Brown, M. and Seaton, S.: The Christmas Truce, Pan
Books, 1994

Foley, M.: Hard as Nails, Spellmount, 2007

Hamilton, A. and Read, A.: Meet at Dawn, Unarmed,
Dene House, 2009 (www.meetatdawnunarmed.co.uk)

Harris, C. and Whipple, J.: The Greater Game, Pen &
Sword, 2008

Harris, E.: The Footballer of Loos, The History Press,
2007

Jacobs, B.: The Dick, Kerr's Ladies, Robinson, 2004
Jenkins, S.: They Took the Lead, DDP, 2005

Lewis-Stempel, J.: Six Weeks, Weidenfeld & Nicholson,
2010

Myerson, G.: Fighting for Football, Aurum, 2009

Riddoch A. and Kemp, J.: When the Whistle Blows,
Haynes, 2011

Tate, T.: Girls with Balls, John Blake, 2013
Vignes, S.: Lost in France, Stadia, 2007

Weintraub, S.: Silent Night: The Story of the World War
I Christmas Truce, The Free Press, 2001
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