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ENQUIRY REPORT ON THE ALLEGATIONS IN THE PETITION OF
ARUNASHRI PRASAD AND HER SISTERS GIVEN TO THE NATIONAL HUMAN

RIGHTS COMMISSION, NEW DELHI VIDE THEIR CASE NO.2/32/2005-2006-
WC/UC DT. 12.04.2005

This enquiry report relates to the allegations made to the National Human Rights
Commission, New Delhi in her complaint dt.5.4.2005 by Ms.Arunaashri Prasad, D/o G.
Prasad, Matri Nilayam, Pondicherry -1. The facts are as follows:

(a) ALLEGATIONS IN THE PETITION

2. Ms. Arunashri Prasad lodged a complaint to the National Human Rights
Commission, New Delhi on 05.04.2005 stating that she is a devotee and disciple of Sri
Aurobindo and the Divine Mother and is living in Sri Aurobindo Ashram, Pondicherry as a
permanent member since 23 years. Her elder sister Jayashree Prasad and three younger
sisters namely Rajyashree Prasad, Nivedita Prasad and Hemalata Prasad are also members of
Sri Aurobindo Ashram. The petitioner alleges that in the Sri Aurobindo Ashram, the
women’s dignity is being trampled daily by the patriarchal feudal forces and that the woman
members particularly unmarried girls are being harassed sexually through obscene language,
comments and pornographic cartoons.

3. The petitioner alleges that she and her four sisters are facing such sexual harassment.
On 13.06.2004, she received a pornographic drawings from one Chandramani Patel and
subsequently all the five sisters received such drawings. They made complaints about this to
various authorities, but in vain. The police had failed to act on and register their complaints
dated 4.8.2004 and 11.10.2004. In the FIR registered by the police, it failed to report all
harassments, threats, kidnapping, molestation etc. She also alleges that after the demise of
the Divine Mother on 17.11.1973, the administration of the Ashram was taken over by the
Trustees based on the Sri Aurobindo Ashram Trust Deed which was registered at
Pondicherry on 31.3.1964. She alleges that there is no transparency in the dealings of the
Trustees who act arbitrarily as they are having absolute power and control over the
Ashram’s funds, assets and the lives of the inmates. According to her, Sri Aurobindo Ashram
is meant for spiritual upliftiment and betterment of humanity. But today the Ashram’s
management has chosen to forget the ideals and teachings of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother

and have sabotaged its sanctity and existence, and the Trustees have turned to be very
influential persons.

4, The petitioner further alleges that she and her sisters have knocked every door for
justice including that of the Trustees, which has no woman administrator, Police and lower
judiciary, but to their agony, till date they have not received any justice. The petition
requests that a team of NHRC officers may be deputed to investigate into the matter at the

earliest to render justice to her, her sisters, devotees, disciples and other inmates of the
Ashram.

5. The National Human Rights Commission, New Delhi which has taken cognizance of
the matter on 11.04.2005, sent notice to the Inspector General of Police, Pondicherry calling
for action taken report in four weeks. Based on the notice. the: Senior Superintendent of
Police (Cé&lI), Pondicherry who is the nodal officer for NHRC related matters directed me to
conduct re-enquiry into the allegations mentioned in the petition and submit a detailed report
vide her Order No.139/SSP(L&O)YOW/2005 dt. 10.05.2005.

(b) FACTS ADDUCED ON BEHALF OF THE PETITIONER

6. I started the enquiry at All Woman Police Station on 18.05.2005 at 09.00 hours, when
the petitioner and her sisters were summoned orally through the woman Inspector of Police
of the All Woman Police Station to hear them and to record their statements. Based on the
summon, the petitioner and her elder sister Jayashree Prasad only appeared and requested
me to abstain from conducting the enquiry as a police report was already sent to NHRC in
this matter and that they are waiting for a copy of the report and the appropriate directions
from the Honourable Commission. On 19.05.2005 at 16.00 hours, the petitioner and all her
four sisters appeared on summons at All Woman Police Station, when they gave
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a joint petition to me (marked as Ex Al) in which they allege that on 09.05.2005, the
petitioner and her elder sister Jayashree Prasad had met the SSP and that they were informed
that a report to NHRC had been sent a few days ago and that they were shocked to hear it as
to how a report was prepared without hearing them and they have sent a letter to the NHRC
on 16.5.2005 requesting for a copy of the said report sent by the police for giving their view
as they had not been enquired into and were deprived of giving their statements for the
harassments faced by them and therefore they are waiting for a copy of the report from
NHRC and for appropriate directions from the Honorable Commission.

7. In the EXAL, the five sisters also allege that, I am unduly trying to take advantage
of their innocence first by giving a verbal summons for their presence for hearing on
18.05.2005 and serving the summon for appearance on 19.05.2005 at odd / late hours of the
night, i.e about 10.30 p.m.,, and secondly by mentioning the address of the petitioner
different from that was mentioned in the Case of NHRC and noting the correct names and
addresses of her sisters which were not mentioned in the Case of the Commission. 1
explained to the petitioner and her sisters in the hearing held on 19.05.2005 that their
aspersions against me were untrue and unwarranted because, firstly the portion where the
address of the petitioner was given in the petition received from the Commission was
smudged while taking photo-copy and therefore I had taken down the addresses of the
petitioner and her four sisters as found in the enclosures which were also sent by the
Commission along with the petition. In the hearing on 19.05.2005, the petitioner and her
sisters were informed that they would be given another opportunity to give their statements
or they would be at liberty to file separate signed statements along with documents to
express their grievances and to substantiate the allegations freely, in case they do not like me
to record their statements.

8. Accordingly, the petitioner and her four sisters were again summoned to the All
Woman Police Station on 24.05.2005 at 10.00 hours by serving fresh summons when all
five of them appeared in persons. In the hearing on 24.5.2005, the petitioner Arunashri
Prasad gave a signed statement (marked as ExA2) mentioning her allegations and
grievances. Her four sisters told that they would like to adopt the averments made by the

petitioner in the ExA2 and therefore they did not file any statement on their behalf
separately.

9. In ExAZ2, the petitioner states that she joined Sri Aurobindo Ashram in 1983. She was
made a permanent member of Ashram on 01.01.1991 and was given “Prosperity Book”. On
09.01.2001, her elder sister Jayashree Prasad was brutally beaten up by one Krishna Chandra
at Ashram Dining Room kitchen at the sight of the in-charge of the premises as well as one
of the Trustees-namely Ved Prakash Johar and this opened up the plight of their harassment.
The Trustee did not take any action against the assailant inspite of their complaint, and after
that the cordiality between them and the trustees deteriorated in view of the pending
litigations. There upon the petitioner was removed from her painting class, where she was
teaching, her voluntary work on Darsan days and prevented from taking books from the
school library at the instance of Mr. Manoj Das Gupta, the Managing Trustee.

10.  In ExAZ2, the petitioner also alleges that since May 2004, a new form of harassment
took place which is effecting her life both psychologically and physically, so that she will
be forced to leave the Ashram because of indignity and this was carried out through one
Nirmal C Swain, who is the inmate lawyer of Sri. Aurobindo Ashram and is representing
Dr. Dilip Kumar Dutta and Mr. Manoj Das Gupta, the Managing Trustee of the Ashram.
From 18.05.2004 urination and spitting began both inside and outside of her room and also
her elder sisters’s room on daily basis, sometimes 4 or 5 times in a day.

11.  In Ex.A2, the petitioner also alleges that on 01.06.2004 at about 6 P.M., when she
went to collect drinkit  water, Nirmal, Santosh (DR), Girish, Shankar and Chandramani
surrounded and abused her in vulgar words in Oriya, and threatened her with physical
assault. On 03.06.2004, Girish, Santosh (Electricity), Shanker, Chandramani and Ashok
Kumar surrounded her and tried to physically touch her, but she escaped from the corridor
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they gave two complaints to the to President of the Bar Association, Pondicherry against
Mr. Nirmal C. Swaim, a practising inmate advocate appearing for the trustees of Sri
Aurobindo Ashram along with copies of the two complaints. They allege that the President
of Bar Association, Pondicherry, did not take any action in the matter desp:te several requests
because he himself is appearing in the cases for the trustees of the Ashram. They request that
he may intervene and help them by taking appropriate and immediate action agamst Mr.
Nurmal C. Swain to prevent any further harassment to them.

27 Ex AL s a copy of the complaint dt. 29.01.2005 given to IGP by Hemalata Prasad
alleging that inspite of the FIR, the harassment against her and her sisters 1s continued. She
alleges that no action was taken on their complaint dated 11.10.2004 and out of fear, she and
her ststers stayed in her parents’ house for a week from 07.10.2004. She also allege that
urination and spitting was done on 09.10.2004, 12.10.2004, 20.1.2004, 09.11.2004,
24.11.2004 and 05.12.2004 and 1s continued in front of Jayashree’s room and on her slippers
by Shankar (@ Sajal Mitra and Santosh Nayak. She alleges that urination and spitting was
donc on 21.09.2004, 03.10.2004, 04.1.2004, 12102004, 08.11.2004, 20.11.2004,
20112004, 25.11.2004, 11.01.2005 and 1t i1s being continued infront of the petitioner’s
room, on her shoe-shelf and slippers by Girish Panda, Shankar @ Sajal Mitra, Santosh and
lagat. On 13.10.2004, Rajyashree Prasad, Nivedita Prasad and Hemalata Prasad received
obscerie chit from Santosh Naik, Girish Panda and Jagat and there were also urination and
spitting in front of the rooms of Nivedita Prasad and Hemalata Prasad. She also complains
about the damages to the cycle and other matters, and requests that action may be taken
againsi the persons concerned to punish them.

28, Ex.A12 contains with photocopies of five obscene drawings and they were marked
as ExPI2 (1), 12¢11), 123ii1), 12(v) and 12(v). According to the petitioner, ExP12(i) was
received by her on 13.06.2004 at 07.30 a.m., which contains the letter purported to have
written to the petitioner 1n English and signed by Chandramani. There are three sets of
obscene pictures drawn below the letter, and each set contamns obscene posture of a pair of
man and woman. ExXA12(i1) is a photo copy of an obscene drawing purported to have been
received by the petitioner on 14.06.2004 at 2 p.m., containing two compromising postures of
one pair of man and woman. Ex A12(11i) is a photocopy of an obscene drawing purported to
have been received by Nivedita on 22.07.2004 at 10.30 p.m., containing two compromising
postures of a pair of man and woman. Ex P12(iv) is a photo copy of an obscene drawing
purported to have been received by Nivedita containing the picturc ot five nude women
standing in a row with another picture of a nude man standing below 1. Ex Al2(v) 1s a
photocopy of another obscene drawing purported to have been received by the petitioner on
23.07.2004 at 07.30 p.m., containing the picture of five nude women standing in a row with
another picture of a nude man standing below.

29, The petitioner and other four sisters who appeared for the enquiry on 24.5.2005
stated that they wanted to file a written statement through the petitioner only and others
did not like to file separate statement. However, the remaining tour sisters concurred the
facts mentioned in the written statement of the petitioner and wanted to adopt it for them
also. Afll the five sisters told that they did not want any other witness to be examired and
any other document to be produced on their behalf excep: a photocopy of the
acknowledgement card for forwarding the complaint to the SHO, Muthialpet on
05.08.2004 . The photo copy of the acknowledgment card was received on 25.05.2005 and it
was marked as Ex A13.

(¢) FACTS ADDUCED ON BEHALF OF THE COUNTER PETITIONERS

30. After gathering the evidence of the petitioner’s side, the evidence on behalt of the
counter-petitioners was taken fiom 25.5.2005 to 31.5.2005 and 21 witnesses were examined
and 47 exhibits were marked on behalf of the counter-petitioners. The examination of these
witnesses were done in the oftice of Commandant, PAP at Gorimedu. Witness Bl
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CHANDRAMANI PATEL (48) states that he 1s settied in Sri Aurobindo Ashram since
1985, He is now staying in * Castellini” at Gingee Salai, Pondicehrry from 18.10.2004. He
- was staying in A.B. House, previously. He states that quite a few times before Arunaashri
Prasad used to casually tell him about the difficulties faced by her and her sisters with
Ashram. He used to simply listen her since he had realized the quarrelsome nature of
Arunaashri and her sisters. He also says that Arunaashri also told him about the several court
cases against the Ashram and he simply heard it. In early 2004, he was having sympathy
with them and used to give small helps like fetching fruits for Arunaashr: when she used to
be ill. He looked after the cleaning of the overhead water tank in “A” Block. Before,
Arunaashrt Prasad had requested a tew times, if he could arrange cleaning ot the overhead
tank of “B” Block also. He used to do that because of her request. Once when, he was
cleaning the tank for “A” Block, she asked the witness for doing cleaning of over-tank in
Block “B”.  The witness agreed and organized for cleaning the tank on one Sunday.
Arunaashri Prasad also wanted 1o do the cleaning. He did not see any problem and when he
informed to other inmates who were going to help the cleaning work, they protested
because she was quarrel-some  without any provocation and she indulged in false
propaganda against the Ashram and the trustees. Since the cleaning work was early the next
day on Sunday and it was already late Saturday night, he did not wish to disturb Arunaashri
Prasad and so lett a small chit under her door telling her that she did not bother to come for
the cleaning work as enough pecple were going to come. The chit was a smalt piece of paper
written with blue ball-pointed pen. In the chit he addressed Arunaashri Prasad as “Aruna-di”
which 1s a term of respect as if addressing to elder sister, and he zlso used the words like
“Sorry” and “Thank you”. He identified the writings on Ex. A12(1) as the photocopy of his
chit written to Arunaashri, but added that the obscene drawings found on the chit was
manipulated by the five sisters subsequently to incriminate him.

31 He also alleges that the motive of the Prasad sisters is also clear when after notice
of the Ashram enquiry was put up in the Notice board of Ambabhikshu, a typed letter dated
20.9.2004 was sent to the enquiry officer which was allegedly sent by him that he had
written the chit to Arunaashri Prasad on 13.6.2004, Girish Prasad drew the dirty pictures, and
Girish and Santosh were urinating and doing other dirty things in the girl’s rooms and that he
was not involved. He states that the typed letter dated 20.09.04 was not written by him and
the signature on it was torged by them or by some one on their behalt. Impossible thing 1s
that though this fake letter was posted in Pondicherry, as can be scen on the envelope, he
was not even in Pondicherry between 14.09.04 and 27.09.04 as he had gone to Orissa. He
produced the photocopy of the above forged letter which was marked as Ex. B 1, the
photocopy of the envelope marked as Ex. B 2, -photocopy of his request for leave to the
Trustees marked as Ex. B3 | the extract of Departure Register meintained by the Ashram
marked as Ex. B 4 and photocopy ot his return train ticket marked as Ex. B 5. He reiterates
that he never spoke rudely to any of the sisters, let alone acted indecently in any manner and
he claims that the allegations of the sisters are totally false and baseless, and it was lodged
with ulterior motive. He strongly denies the allegations cast upon him by the Prasad sisters.
He deposed betor A.V. Nagarajan, the Enquiry Ofticer appointed by the Ashram. He states
that it was strange that when the Prasad sisters filed complaint with the police on the first
day, they told only Girish’s name and the next day they added names ot other four persons
including himself to Police. He says that fortunately, truth is strong and they were
discharged from the court. He alleges that the Prasad sisters are terrorising and therefore all
the inmates including women inmates are worried . He clarifies that the allegation against
hum and others that they abused and threatened Arunaashri while she had gone for fetching
drinking water on 1.6.2004 at 6 p.m_, 1s false and motivated. He also denies the allegations
that himself along with others harassed her 13.6.2004 and 14.6.2004 by shouting at her with
obscene words and putting obscene chits. He also states that himself, Grish, Santosh(DR),
Santosh (Electricity) and Shankar voluntarily moved to different accommodations on
18.10.2004 away from A.B. House as a temporary measure and they were not frequenting to
A B. House thereatter.

Girish Panda(38) says that he is an inmate of Sri Aubindo Ashram
since 1988. He has been working in the Dinning Room all these years. Arunnashri is staying
nearby his room for about five years. He did not have any acquaintance with her. He did not
know why the Prasad sisters are fostering allegations agamnst him. His working hours in the
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dinning hall are from 500 a.m_, to [0 00 am., {1 30 am_ to 1 00 pm_ 300 pm. to 0500
p.m., and thereatter he goes for his physical exercises. After dinner in the dinning Hall at
09 00 pm., he goes to meet his own sister residing nearby and returr: back around 10 30
p.m.., and goes to sleep. As such he has hardly left any free time. He danies the allegations
against him. In fact, it is she who harasses him and many others in A.13. House. One day,
they banged doors of many inmates woke up everybody and shouted loudly using bad
language. Whole night, she kept the Balcony/corridor light in front of h:s room on. She puts
pheny! water in front of his room. While taking drinking water from common tap, she spills
waler infront of his room purposely and the whole place becomes slippery.  Often she is
singing loudly about 12:45 a.m. and projecting herself in badly-dressed pose. Many people
told her to stop such things, but she continued. While going up and down stairs, always she
jostles by and not letting him come down. Many times, when she sees nim alone, suddenly
she stops him and scolds him in vulgar language. When he is on cycle, often she would try
to stop him, and when he slow down, she speaks bad language. She is spreading very bad
rumour to everybody that he is passing urine in front of her room and this is not true at all.
Then she makes dirty drawings and says he has done. He  deposed about the same facts to
Thiru. A'V. Nagarajan, Enquiry Officer appointed by Ashram. She even complained to
Police on 17.09.2004 against him alone and next day on 18.9.2004 she complained to the
Potice that 4 more inmates were also involved.  She gave the excuse that she had forgotten
the nanes of other accused on the previous day. The case against him and others was
discharged. He produced a copy of the order of discharge and it was marked as Ex.B6. He
states that Jahnavi Ravikanti (38) stays very close to his room and she would tell how much
problems Prasad sisters are giving to her. He also says that Subhashri Mohanty also told
him about the serious problems faced by her from Prasad sisters on daily basis. He also
alleges that Arunaashri and her sisters are not sparing anybody and lodging many false
complaints and that  all are afraid. He denies the allegations made against him by
Arunaashri that he had harassed her by putting obscene pictures, urinating etc. on 1.6.04,
3.6.04,66.04,7604, 14604 and 22.7.04

33, in his statement, witness B3 Sajjal Mitra @ Shankar ( 40 ) states that he is an
inmate of Sr1 Arabindo Ashram since 1983. He denies the charges put against him such as
conspiring with others for troubling Jayashree Prasad and her sisters. He has deposed about
these things to Enquiry Officer of Ashram. He has never damaged their properties in any
way nor insulted the Prasad sisters in any way. He states that Prasad sisters are a great
nuisance to the everybody and they trouble him often by throwing water into his room from
side. He alleges that they shout loudly at night, switch on corridor lights and make false
complaints. One of her sisters also damaged his cycle by cutting the seat, puncturing the
tyres etc. He 1s massager and one Dilip Aggarwal use to take massage from him for his back
pain. He used to always complain to him about Ashram and the Trustees, but he never made
any comment. He was also pestering him to join his anti-Ashram Association. The Prasad
sisters are part of this Association because when the police came to Ambabhikshu House to
probe the complaint by Prasad sisters, Dilip Agarwal was with them. He feels that bogus
allegations have been leveled against him because he refused to join thetr Association. He
states that regarding police complaint, there is a strange fact that on 17.09.2004 Arunaashri
Prasad mentioned only Girish Panda’s name and the next day she went back to Police and
mentioned his name and 3 others too. He expresses surprise that how can they forget to
mention his and other’s names on the first day. He claims that many people will agree with
him about the harassment given to them by the Prasad sisters, even among women. He
knows that lla Joshi, and Roma Barik have told him that they are tacing such harassments
from the Prasad sisters. He denies allegations made by Arunaashri that he urinated near her
room, damaged her cycle etc. on 3.6.2004, 6.6.04,12.6.04 and 20.6.04.

34, in his statement, the witness B4 SANTOSH SAHOO (34 ) states that he is an
inmate of Aurobindo Ashram and have been living in the Ashram since 1989 He serves in
Garden Guest House. He states that in all these years, this is the first tume that false
allegations are flying about him. He denies the allegations. He alleges that in fact, Jayashree
Prasad, Arunaashri Prasad, Rajyashree Prasad, Nivedita Prasad and Hemlata Prasad have
been causing troubles to other inmates. He denies totally all happenings alleged by them
such as sexually harassing women, dirty drawings, urination and spitting at their doors etc.
On the contrary, it is the Prasad sisters who are a major cause of worry and concern. They
unnecessarily switch on and off the passage lights disturbing his sieep. They throw water in
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their rooms and complain that people are urinating there. They use the filtered drinking water
from the tap to wash their legs and dirty the whole area. They gossip with each other late at
night very loudly and disturb everybody else in the building. When they use stairs they come
up and down leaving no space for others, so that no one else can use the stairs at that time.
They cause  such disturbances to all inmates inciuding women. He told about this to
Ashram Enquity Officer Thiru. A V.Nagarajan. He states that Jahnavi Ravikanti is his
neighbour and she too has undergone much trouble. Even Prashant Choudhury, who is the
caretaker of Ambabhikshu House can confirm about the troublesome nature of these girls. He
clatms that the complaint given by the Prasad sisters against them to the police cannot be
believed. He claims that the allegations that he tried to touch Arunaashri on 3.6.2004 and
urinated near her room on 8.6.2004, are false.

35. fn her statement the witness BS Kabitanjali Behra (34) states that she 1s an
inmate  of Sri Aurobindo Ashram and has been in the Ashram since 1987. She serves in the
Ashram Dining Hall. Jayashree Prasad used to work in the Dining Hall with her for some
time. She 1s residing in A.B.House, where Jajashree Prasad and her sisters also reside. She
alleges that once very late at night, the Prasad sisters disturbed evervbody by knocking
doors, shouting at her and others, and abusing 1n filthy language. Both men and women are
the victims of such harassments by the Prasad sisters. Because they are women, they take
advantage and do what they like. She and other women inmates are ashamed of the Prasad
sisters” behaviour. She also alleges that once the drinking water from the overhead tank in
the complex was found contaminated and some people were also taken to hospital. She
strongly suspects that the contamination has been done by the Prasad sisters because they
always fight and are harmful in nature. Another occasion, as she entered Ambabhikshu
complex, Arunaashri Prasad ran towards her so rashly that she was about to fall on the
ground and got mjury. She claims that there is absolutely no harassment of women in the
Ashram as there 1s an Advisory Committee which looks after the problems of all inmates. It
is headed by Ms. Chitra Sen, a senior teacher called as captain. She also states that
whenever they have a problem they go to her. She deposed facts before Ashram Enquiry
Officer Mr. Nagarajan. She claims that Prasad sisters are terrorizing all of them and there
was no such problem before and this will be contirmed by any wornan in the Ashram. She
denies the aliegation of Arunaashri that she had threatened to harass her.

36. In his statement, the witness B6 SANTOSH NAYAK (37) alleges that he 1s an
inmate and has been in the Ashram since 1987. He serves in the Ashram Dining Hall. He
denies all the allegations made against him by the Prasad sisters such as damaging the locks
of" the rooms, tampering with cycles, conspiring to send dirty chits, or using bad and vulgar
words. On the contrary, she alleges that all the Prasad sisters are doing all sorts of
disturbances to the other inmates. When he is crossing them the Prasad sisters try to bang
against him. They talk next to kis room very loudly during might upto midnight. They are
switching on lights late at night, using filthy language, and making false complaints against
so many people including himself. He has deposed about this to Thiru. A V. Nagarajan, the
Ashram Enquiry Officer. He states that on the false allegation made against him by
Arunaashri , he was arrested by the police, who released him on station bail later. The case
finally ended in discharge by the Judicial Magistrate. But, as a result of these events he 1s
still suffering from severe mental depression and distress. He has temporarily shifted his
residence from A.B. House to Gingee Salai on 18.10.2004 n order to escape from the
harassment of Arunaashri. He denies the allegation made against him by Arunaashri. that he
had harassed her on 6.6.04, 7.6.2004, 23.7.04 by urinating, passing over ¢bscene drawings
ete.

37. In her statement, the witness B7 Ms. SAROJINI PANIGRAHI ( 39 ) states that
she is an immate of Sri Aurobindo Ashram since 1994, She is serving in the Ashram
Dispensary. All the five Prasad sisters have been causing lot of harassment to all the inmates
in Ambabhikshu House. One day. in July 2004, Nivedita Prasad banged her door, woke her
up from sleep after 11:15 p.m., and dragged her out forcibly from her room to see what she
claimed to be urine. She found nothing near the door, not even any odour, and was very
upset by her abusive behaviour disturbing her around midnight. She claims that Nivedita
Prasad and her sisters are arrogant, quarrelsome, and always disturbing others by shouting,
making noises in the night. They have even used abusive language against her and also
threatened her by saying that they would call the police and take her as a witness by force.
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The behaviour of the Prasad sisters have been dangerous to the life of other inmates. She
also states that after the above incident at night, the Prasad sisters: disturbed many other
mmates by making lot of noise, and mixing chemicals in the drinking water, which was
found dark yellowish-green. This caused a lot of panic and tension in the entire housing
complex. Some people who drank the water had to be admitted to the Mursing Home tor
severe vomiting. Almost everyday, these sisters put on the lights in corridors late at night,
shouting, laughing, singing, and causing much disturbance to other inmates. Sometimes it
becomes very difficult to read or sleep due to their loud collective discussion and laugh even
fong after 10:30 p.m., They have also been bringing strangers in their building. She has also
seen one of them walking up and down the common corridor wearing a long black dress
around 5 a.m. in the morning. Since she gave complaint against them to the Trustees, the
Prasad sisiers started intimidating her openly by howling and obstructing her path whenever
she goes 1 and out of Ambabhikshu House. These days, whenever she sees them, she
avoids going near to them so as to avoid any physical pushing or verbal abuses. She says
that the Prasad sisters think that they can hide past and future bad deeds by bringing fear
into others. She claims that she knows the boys namely Chandramani, Girishi, Santosh(DR),
Santosh{Electricity) and Shankar against whom the Prasad sisters have complained and that
they are very decent and have never misbehaved or ill-treated her  or anybody else. She
states that all women inmates are very safe in Ashram and in the A.B. House. But that was
before the Prasad sisters came and started living and harassing them. She states that
sometime in October 2004, very bad news came out in newspapers that there is sexual
harassment in the Ashram as complained by Prasad sisters to the National Commission for
Women. She and some other women inmates jointly wrote a letter te the Chairperson of the
National Commission for Woman making their stand very clear that there has never been
any such kind of things in the Ashram. She produced a copy of this letter which was
marked as Ex B.7. She also states that then few months back the NCW took statements
fron: many of them, and in January 2005 tinally cleared all these charges. She has been
staying in Ashram as permanent member since March, 1994 for spiritual upliftment. All the
members of the Ashram are supposed to follow certain virtues in life like no alcohol, no sex,
no smoking and no politics and they have willingly accepted it. There 1s no policing in
Ashram and 1f any member wants to lead a material life, he or she is free 1o quit the Ashram
and there is no compulsion from any source against such quitting. The witness states that
the women inmates are staying in the Ashram with their volition and they are safe in all
respects.  She claims that the allegation against the fellow inmates made by the Prasad

sisters fike urination and spiting near their rooms are false because she stays near their
rOoms.

38. in her statement, the witness B8 MS. SUBHASHINEE MOHANTY (31) says that
she 15 an inmate ot the Sri Aurcbindo Ashram since 1992 She is staying in A B. House and
doing work in the laundry. She says that the behaviour of Jayashree Prasad, Rajyashree
Prasad, Arunaashri Prasad, Nivedita Prasad and Hemlata Prasad is very hostile and arrogant.
Quite a few times, on the road, when she was on her cycle, Arunaashri Prasad would
suddenty change her direction and try to dash her so that the she lose balance and fall. Same
thing happened at very critical turning when she was coming back and turned into busy
Ashram Road. Some months back, the witness was in Dining Room 1o collect Tiftin
Carrier. In the passage, Arunaashri Prasad was rushing. She stepped aside so that she could
go easily, but she purposely banged into her face to tace shamelessly. [n the Dining Room
courtyard on rainy days, she would keep swinging and circling around her umbrella with the
intention of hitting people. All of Ashramites would take care to keep away. One night
around 11:30 p.m., when she and others were sleeping, the five Prasad sisters suddenly
started banging hard their doors one after the other causing panic in the whole building. The
Prasad sisters were screaming, abusing and shouting in very dirty language. This harassment
continued almost for an hour. One day, at about 5 p.m., just after collecting laundry clothes
from her at the Laundry, Rajyashree Prasad cunningly but casually asked her about the filter
tank and its filtering system etc. of A.B. House. The witness usually look after maintenance
of the drinking water system and she knows fully its workings. She explained to her about
the working of the system withcut thinking of any perverse motive of Rajashree. 30 minutes
later, when she went to A.B. house, she found out that the whole drinking water tank
containing thousands of litres of filtered water had turned dark yellow. Those who had
already drunk that water started vomiting and became very sick and few people had to be
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admitted to the Nursing Home. She strongly believes that Rajyashree Prasad and her sisters
were responsible for the water pollution. She also  says that a few days before the Prasad
sisters had caused lot of disturbance in the night, they were challenging other inmates
saying that they will teach lessons to all inmates of A.B. House. Just as they had threatened
the water was poisoned. After the water pollution incident, the presence of the sisters is very
dangerous to the lives of all inmates. She also alleges that all the inmates live in great fear
of on account of the five sisters. Jayashree Prasad and her sisters had falsely said that there
is sexuai harassment and other such things going on in the Ashram and i+ was reported in all
newspapers. Whole Ashram was in shame. She and others deposed in front of the National
Commssion for Women and later in January they saw in the newspapers that the National
Commission for Women had said that all charges are false and that these Prasad sisters have
bad thinking behind their complaints. She says that she and other women inmates of the
Ashram have been safe in Ashram and it is the safest place on earth. She also clarifies that
the boys against whom allegations were made by the Prasad sisters, couid never have done
such things and that the peace and harmony have gone oniy after the coming of the five
sisters to A.B. House.

39. I his statement, the withess B9 PRASHANT CHOUDHURY ( 51 ) states that  he
is in an inmate of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram since 1971, He is the in-charge of the soap
tactory which supplies soaps only for use in the Ashram The Soap Factory is located in one
corner of Ambabhikshu House for decades. The witness is staying in Ambabhikshu Garden
(as it was called at that time) from 1971. After the construction of A B. House, he got a
room in the complex. Being the longest resident of Ambabhikshu and because he is always
avaitlable erther in his room or in the factory which is located in the same campus, he
functions as caretaker of’ Ambabhikshu House also. Generally all complaints are brought to
his notice. Jayashree Prasad stays in the room next to his. He says that he is certain that the
complaints against the residents namely Chandramani, Girish, Santosh and Shankar and
others are utterly false to his knowledge. . In all these years, The witness did not receive any
specific complaint of harassment as stated by the Prasad sisters. He says that he did not
know about the incident of putting obscene pictures in the rooms of the Prasad sisters. The
persons staying in the A.B. House are behaving like brothers and sisters. No harassment is
given to any temale member of the Ashram. He also says that allegations made by the
Prasad sisters regarding incidents of urination and spitting by certain members of the
residents are false.

40, in her statement WITNESS B10 CHITRA SEN (77 ) states that she is an inmate of
Sri Aurobindo Ashram since 1943. She teaches in the Sri Aurobindo International Centre of
Education. She is also an instructor of physical education in the Department ot Physical
Education 1n Sri Aurobindo Ashram. She is also a member of the Advisory Committee that
assists the trustees of Sri Aurobindo Ashram Trust. Often she 1s asked by the trustees to look
into any difficuity or problem that any aged person or any other inmate may tface so that
proper co-ordination may be ensured between the different services of the Ashram. She aiso
assists the trustees in the allocation of work to the inmates and other volunteers in the
different departments of the Ashram. She is also a trustee of a chantable trust named
Swasthya Trust which is associated with the vision of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother to
provide good integrated medical facility to the public at large at an attordable cost. This unit
of Swasthya Trust is known as Treasure Nursing Home which is at No.9, Saint Louis Street,
Pondicherry. In January 2001, she was asked by the trustees to look into a complaint made
by Jayashree Prasad who had alleged that she was assaulted by Krishna Chandra while on
work in the Dining hall of the Ashram. She had gone to the Dining Room and interviewed
the persons working there specially those who were present when the alleged incident had
taken place. She came to know that the incident was quite ditferent from the manner that it
had been reported by Jayashree Prasad to the trustees. It was found that in fact it was
Jayashree Prasad who had firsi banged into Krishna Chandra with the trolley that she was
rolling, in a manner that must have been quite painful to him. Thereafter Jayashree Prasad
had started abusing and also hitting Krishna Chandra. As a reaction and in his defence,
Krishna Chandra had reacted. The witness says that she came to know that the whole scuffle
was started by Jayashree Prasad and sisters. She also informed by the other men and women
workers 1n the Dining Room, that Jayashree Prasad often imagines that young men are
inizrested n looking at her and that she is generally abusive 1n her language, quarrelsome and
bance to others. She also says that since she is looking atter the allocation of work to
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INDIEX

A. LIST OF WITNESSES EXAMINED ON BEHALF NF THE
PETITIONER
— NIL-
B. VIST A WITNESSES EXAMINED ON BEHALEF OF THE
COUNTER -PETITIOM"RS

No. CONTENTS Page No.
From -To

B-1 Mr. Chandramani Patel (48) - [-2

B-2 Mr. Girish Panda (38) - 3

B-3 Mr. Sajjal Mitra (40) - 4

B-4 Mr. Santosh Sahoo (34) = 5

B-3 Ms. Kabitanjali Behra (34) - 6

B-6 Mr. Santosh Nayak (37) - 7

B-7 Ms. Sarojini Panigrahi (39) - 8

B-8 Ms Subhashinee Mohanty (31) - 9

B-9 Ms. Prashant Choudhury (51) - 10

B-10 Ms. Chitra Sen(77) - i1-12

B-11 Ms. lla Joshi (42) - i3

B-12 Ms. Jahnavi Ravikanti (38) - 14

B-13 Ms. Lata Javhar (73) - 15

B-14 Mr. Purushottam Kothari (43) e L6

B-15 Thiru. Munusamy Mars (64) - 17

B-16 Mr. Nirmal Chandra (39) - 18

B-i7 Thiru. A. Vadivel (62) - 19

B-18 Mr. Sri Matriprasad (50) - 20-22

B-19 Mr. A.V. Nagarajan - 23

B-20 Ms. Roma Biswas (56) —- 24

B-21 K. Varadarajan (38) - 2527

(N.T SIVADASAN)
COMMANDANT
PONDICHERRY ARMED POLICE
PONDICHERRY












Copy ot the further statement ot Jayashree Prasad

| Ex-B-41 323
dt.13.10.04 recorded by SHO Muthialpet P'S.
: Ex-B-42 | Copy of the further statement of Nivedita Prasad 324
- | dt. 13-10-04 recorded by SHO Muthialapet »S.
 Ex-B-43 Copy of the further statement of Hemalata Prasad | 325
dt.13.10.04 recorded by SHO Muthialapet PS.
Ex-B-44 Copy of the Statement of Rajyashree Prasad dt. 13- | 326
10-2004 recorded by SHO. Muthialpet PS.
L Ex-B-45 Copy of the Summon dt.13-10-2004 issued by 327
SHO, Muthialpet PS to the petition directing to
produce the original letter and obscene c¢rawings.
Lx-B-46 Copy of the Final Report dt. 15-11-2004 in Cr.No. 328-335
213/7004 of Muthialpet PS.
EX-B3-4 / Copy of the letter dt. 14-10-2004 addressed to SP | 336-338

(North) by the residents of A.B. House

i ;
i {

(NF SIVADASAN)
COMMANDANT
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PONDICHERRY ARMED POLICE
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