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The Musical Life of Migrating Amis: A Case Study of
Shijhou Village

Wei-Yu Hung

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the influences of Shijhou village, those who
are Amis Aboriginal migrating from homeland to urban, came into contact with various
media. And lives in the ‘new-homeland’ (L ~ Fq#E > 2007 ) , how to create their
identity?

As the change of Taiwan economic system, many Aboriginal left hometown in late
1960s and early 1970s for jobs, who called urbanized Aboriginal, but the census register
are not necessarily in urban. Besides, according to the ethnicity, Amis Aboriginal belongs
to long-lived type. Shijhou village, construct by Amis Aboriginal who came from Hualien
and Taitung. In 1970s, the first-generation found the space and contributed the colony.
The space gradually became a village, when relatives and friends came into. The
members of Shijhou, their musical experience consists not only of traditional Amis music,
but also CD, radio, TV, Heavy Metal, etc.. Those multifarious media constructs their
identity. In other hand, through the ritual, leadership and age hierarchy, the members
reappear culture in homeland and creates the sense of place.

I use open-structure interview to 11 members, try to discuss the identity issue of
music. This paper combine with musicology and sociology, perhaps to research urbanized

Aboriginal at the macroscopic level.

Keywords:Contemporary Aboriginal, identity of place, contemporary Aboriginal music
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