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Of Maltese medals Of the nineteenth century, those most noteworthy, on 
account of their perennial historical background, are those which arc 
commonly known as 'Blockade Medals'. The rebellion of the Maliese against 
the French in 1798 and the heart-rending story of the valour displayed by the 
insurgents in the following months stand out from all other relevant episodes 
in the varied and eventful history of the Maltese Islands. 
As u result of French designs on Egypt and India. Bonaparte captured Malta 
from the Knights of St John, who meekly surrendered on 12 June 1798, and 
were hastily bundled out of the island within a few days. After seizing the 
treasures and money in the Order's churches and public institutions, 
Bonaparte sailed to Alexandria leaving behind a strong garrison of about 
5,000 men under the command of General Claude-Henri de Vaubois. The 
Maltese seem to have, at first, desired a change of government but the 
subsequent conduct of the French military commanders and the troops, the 
suspension of civil pensions, the heavy taxation imposed to subsidize the 
upkeep of the garrison, the reduction of the number of convents to one for 
each Order, and the restriction of the B ishop's jurisdiction gradually reversed 
every sympathy towards a republican government. The hindrance of a sale 
by public auction ol gold and silver objects as well as tapestries belonging to 
convents and churches in Rabat and Mdinaon 2 September 1798 sparked off 
a revolt. In a matter of days, the French troops had to withdraw within the 
impregnable capital city of Valletta and the fortifications of Cotionera on the 
other side of the Grand Harbour. 

The Maltese quickly convened a National Assembly and acknowledged King 
Ferdinand IV of Naples and 111 of Sicily as their sovereign. This decision 
was favourably received by His Neapolitan Majesty who also promised his 
aid and protection. At the same time they appealed for help to Admiral 
Nelson who was then returning to Naples from Alexandria, where he had 
destroyed the French fleet at the Battle of the Nile. The latter, who maintained 
that 'any expense should be incurred rather than let Malta remain in the hands 
of the French', accepted a request by the Maltese to blockade tlieir island by-
sea. Nelson first sent a Portuguese squadron and later a British one to 
blockade Malta's harbours and prevent as far as possible the besieged French 
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garrison from receiving assistance or provisions. For more than fourteen 
months, the siege was entirely maintained by the Maltese insurgents under 
the leadership of General Emmanuele Vitale,1 Canon Francesco Saverio 
Caruana2 and Vincenzo Borg3 assisted by "a lieutenant of the British 
artillery, five Neapolitan officers, and twenty privates".4 In February 1799,at 
the request of the National Assembly (later renamed Congresso) and with the 
consent of His Neapolitan Majesty, Captain Alexander John Ball R N , 5 in 

1 O n i h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f t h e M a l t e s e r e v o l t a g a i n s t t h e F r e n c h , N o t a r y E m m a n u e l e 
V i t a l e ( 1 7 5 8 - 1 8 0 2 ) w a s c h o s e n a s G e n e r a l i n c o m m a n d o f t h e i n s u r g e n t t r o o p s . T h e 
p e o p l e o f Z e b b u g a n d S i g g i e w i , h o w e v e r , r e f u s e d t o r e c o g n i z e h i m a s s u c h a n d 
a p p o i n t e d C a n o n F . S . C a r u a n a a s t h e i r c o m m a n d a n t , A f t e r C a p t a i n A l e x a n d e r J o h n 
B a l l R . N . b e g a n t o p r e s i d e o v e r t h e m e e t i n g s o f t h e M a l t e s e N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y , t h e n 
r e n a m e d Congresso, V i t a l e b e g a n t o a t t e n d t h e m e e t i n g s as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f M d i n a , 
R a b a t a n d D i n g l i . H e w a s a p p o i n t e d Govern™ o f G o z o o n 2 0 A u g u s t 1 8 0 1 . 

2 C a n o n F r a n c e s c o S a v e r i o C a n i i n a ( 1 7 5 9 - 1 8 4 7 ) w a s a m e m b e r o f t h e F r e n c h 
C o m m i s s i o n o f G o v e r n m e n t . O n t h e rebellion o f t h e M a l t e s e h e b e c a m e G e n e r a l o f 
t h e f o r c e s o f Z e b b u g a n d S i g g i e w i a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y r e p r e s e n t a l i v e o f I h e M a l t e s e 
C l e r g y a n d C a p i t u l a r V i c a r o f t h e t r o o p s a f t e r t h e N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y w a s r e n a m e d 
Congresso. I n recognition o f h i s s c h o l a s t i c m e n u a n d o f h i s s e r v i c e s d u r i n g t h e s i e g e 
o f t h e F r e n c h h e w a s a p p o i n t e d R e c t o r o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f S t u d i e s o n 2 8 O c t o b e r 
1 8 0 0 . A t t h e a g e o f 7 3 h e w a s o r d a i n e d B i s h o p o f M a l t a a n d G o z o o n 2 8 
F e b r u a r y ! 8 3 1 . 

3 V i n c e n z o B o r g ( 1 7 6 7 - 1 8 3 7 ) . a c o t t o n m e r c h a n t k n o w n a s Brarel, p l a y e d a p r o m i n e n t 
p a n i n t h e r e b e l l i o n a g a i n s t i h e F r e n c h as a c o m m a n d a n t o f t h e f o r c e s a n d a s 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f B i r k i r k a r a a n d L i j a i n t h e C o n g r e s s o . B o r g w a s v e r y p r o - B r i t i s h a n d 
a l o n e s t a g e d u r i n g t h e s i e g e h e i n f o r m e d B a l l l h a t t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g m a j o r i t y 
a m o n g s t u s d e s i r e n o t h i n g s o m u c h a s t o s e c i h e I s l a n d u n d e r t h e B r i t i s h ' . M e 
e v e n t u a l l y f e l l o u t w i t h B a l l w h o p u t h i m u n d e r h o u s e - a n e s l b e c a u s e o f h i s a l l e g e d 
p o l i t i c a l i n t r i g u e s . I n 1 8 3 3 h e w a s c r e a t e d a Cavatiere i n t h e O r d e r o f S t M i c h a e l a n d 
S t G e o r g e ( C M G ) . A b u s t o f V i n c e n z o B o r g d o n a t e d b y I h e G a l e a f a m i l y o f 
B i r k i r k a r a t o I h e Aula Capitolare o f t h e B a s i l i c a o f S t H e l e n , s h o w s i h e B l o c k a d e ' g o l d 
m e d a l a w a r d e d l o t h i s M a l t e s e l e a d e r i n 1 8 0 1 a n d t h e C . M . G . d e c o r a t i o n o f 1 8 3 3 . 

4 W i l l i a m H a r d m a n , A History of Malta during the Period of the French and British 
Occupations 1798-1815, ( L o n g m a n s G r e e n a n d C o . , 1 9 0 9 ) 3 4 5 . 

5 A f t e r t h e B a t t l e o f t h e N i l e ( I A u g u s t 1 7 9 8 ) . C a p t a i n ( l a t e r S i r ) A l e x a n d e r J o h n B a l l 
R . N . , o n N e l s o n ' s o r d e r s , u n d e r t o o k t h e b l o c k a d e o f M a l t a ' s h a r b o u r s , a n d l a t e r , w i t h 
t h e a p p r o v a l o f I h e M a l i e s e N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y a s s u m e d c o m m a n d o f d i e l a n d f o r c e s . 
D u r i n g t h e s i e g e o f t h e F r e n c h i n M a l t a h e g o v e r n e d M a l t a i n i h e n a m e o f t h e K i n g o f 
i h e T w o S i c i l i e s a n d e n d e a r e d h i m s e l f s o m u c h l o i h e i n h a b i t a n t s t h a t h e l a t e r b e c a m e 
k n o w n a s T h e F a t h e r o f i h e M a l t e s e ' . H e w a s r e c a l l e d l o t h e N a v y i n F e b r u a r y 1 8 0 1 . 
A f t e r I h e T r e a t y o f A m i e n s ( 2 5 M a r c h 1 8 0 2 ) B a l l relumed l o M a l i a o n 1 0 J u l y 1 8 0 2 
a s H i s B r i t i s h M a j e s t y ' s P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y t o t h e O r d e r o f S i J o h n t o w h o m t h e i s l a n d w a s 
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charge of the blockading squadron, assumed overall command of land 
operaiions. In die meantime, more than £40,000 in com and money had been 
received from Sicily, but this amount was not enough, and the Maltese 
insurgents were often reduced to the direst extremities. In December 1799, a 
small British expeditionary force of about 800 men under Brigadier-General 
Thomas Graham was sent to Malta to assist Ihe Maliese and to lake over 
command of military operations. A contingent of Neapolitan troops arrived 
in January 1800, whilst a force of 1500 men under Major-General Henry 
Pigot reached the island in July. The brave French garrison continued to 
resist the besieging forces but finally, in a starving condition, surrendered on 
5 September 1800. 

Gold and silver medals were subsequently struck to commemorate the 
victory over the French after a two-year siege during which about 20,000 
Maltese perished through sickness and famine or in batUe. These medals are 
now virtually unobtainable and are the most highly prized of Maltese medals. 
Gold Awards 
The gold medals were awarded to the leaders of the Maltese for Iheir zeal and 
courage shown during the defense of their country on the outbreak of the 
rebellion against the French (2 September 1798) and for offering themselves 
to represent the inhabitants of their casali in the National Assembly. 
These medals (36mm. in diameier), are extremely simple in design, 
and consist of two ihin gold flans, one for each side of the medal, joined 
together by a gold raised rim. At the top they have a decorative 
liuncnt through which passes the loop for suspension. Portraits of General 
Emmanuele Viialc. Chevalier Giovanni Gafh,6 Eilippo Castagna7 and 

t o b e restored. B a l l l o b b i e d t h e M a l t e s e s o t h a t B r i t a i n w o u l d r e t a i n M a l l a b e c a u s e o f 
h e r s t r a t e g i c a n d c o m m e r c i a l v a l u e . B a l l ' s s e c o n d t e r m o f o f f i c e o n t h e i s l a n d w a s n o t 
p o p u l a r a t a l l f o r h e r e f u s e d l o c o u n t e n a n c e I h e r e i n s t a t e m e n t o f I h e M a l t e s e 
Congresso and e x i l e d ' u n d e s i r a b l e p e r s o n s l o B a r b a r y w i t h o u t t r i a l ' : D o n a l d S u l t a n a , 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge in Malla and Sicily ( B a r n e s N o b l e , N e w Y o r k , 1 9 6 9 ) 1 5 . 

6 G i o v a n n i G a f a w a s t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f G f i a r g h u r i n t h e Congresso. A p o r t r a i t o f i h i s 
M a l t e s e h e r o w e a r i n g a g o l d m e d a l i s l o be f o u n d i n t h e P a r i s h t T i u r c h o f G f i a r g h u r , 

7 F i t i p p o C a s t a g n a w a s a t f i r s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f G u d j a i n t h e Congresso b u t a t l e r 
t h e b l o c k a d e h e b e c a m e L i e u t e n a n t f o r B o r m l a a n d S c n g l e a . i n a c o n f i d e n t i a l 
d e s p a l c h o f t h e C i v i l C o m m i s s i o n e r C h a r l e s C a m e r o n ( 1 5 N o v e m b e r 1 8 0 1 ) t o t h e 
S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r W a r a n d t h e C o l o n i e s , C a s t a g n a w a s d e s c r i b e d ' a s a m a n o f 
e x c e l l e n t p u b l i c c h a r a c t e r , e x c e e d i n g l y p o p u l a r w i t h e v e r y r a n k o f t h e i n h a b i t a n t s . H e 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d h i m s e l f a l t h e S i e g e o f V a l l e t t a , a n d i n t h e Congresso, b o l h f o r h i s 



8 0 J o s e p h C . S a m m u t 

StanislaoGau,8 show the gold medal worn on the breast and suspended 
from a riband vertically striped in while and red, the traditional Maltese 
colours. 
The crowned white and red coat of aims of Malta, flanked by palm branches, 
is engraved on the obverse, whilst the reverse design consists of two palm 
branches flanked by the motto PATR1ALIBERATA. In addition to the gold 
medals, the recipients also received a citation or attestation certificate as the 
gold medals, unlike the silver ones, were issued unnamed. All citations are 
identical apart from the recipient's name and the town or village which he 
represented. They are all dated 9 February 1801 and bear the signature of Sir 
Alexander Ball as well as that of his Maltese secretary Felice Cutajar.9 They 
are written in Italian, the language of the Government, and read as follows:-
Noi Alessandro G i o v a n n i B a l l Goveniatore ddl'Isole Malm e Gozo - Affeso 
U merito di voi , e zelo dimostrato nella difesa della P a t i i a li 2 Settembre 

c o u r a g e , m o d e r a t i o n , a n d w i s d o m . H e l o o k G o z o f r o m t h e F r e n c h w i t h a h a n d f u l o f 
t r o o p s , a n d a n a d d r e s s w h i c h r a i s e d h i m v e r y h i g h i n i h e o p i n i o n o f t h e m i l i t a r y . H e i s 
v e r y w a r m l y a t t a c h e d t o H i s M a j e s l y ' s G o v e r n m e n t ' : H a r d m a n . 4 1 9 . C a s t a g n a w a s 
a p p o i n t e d G o v e r n o r o f G o z o o n 1 9 O c t o b e r 1 8 0 2 . A p o r t r a i t o f C a s t a g n a b y P i c t r o 
P a o l o C a r u a n a . s h o w i n g t h i s M a l t e s e l e a d e r w e a r i n g a g o l d m e d a l , i s i n t h e C a c h i a 
A i m n u t c o l l e c t i o n . A n o r i g i n a l r i b a n d , o r i g i n a l l y b e l o n g i n g l o F i l i p p o C a s t a g n a , w a s 
d o n a t e d t o t h e N a t i o n a l M u s e u m b y t h e C a c h i a Z a m m i l f a m i l y . 

8 D u r i n g t h e r u l e o f I h e O l d e r o f S t J o h n , t h e a p o t h e c a r y S t a n i s l a o G a i t , h e l d t h e p o s t o f 
j u r a t a n d s y n d i c o f t h e v i l l a g e o f Q o r m i . O n t h e l a n d i n g o f t h e F r e n c h i n M a l l a h i s 
r e s i d e n c e w a s p i l l a g e d b y t h e I r o o p s b u t s o o n a f t e r w a r d s h e w a s a p p o i n t e d P r e s i d e n t 
o f t h e m u n i c i p a l i t y o f Q o r m i . A f t e r t h e r e b e l l i o n a g a i n s i t h e F r e n c h h e w a s e l e c t e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f h i s v i l l a g e i n t h e M n t e s e N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y a n d d u r i n g I h e 
b l o c k a d e h e c o m m a n d e d t h e Q o m i b a t t a l i o n . L i k e m a n y o t h e r l e a d i n g c i t i z e n s o f h i s 
v i l l a g e , h e a l s o d o n a t e d m o n e y a n d p l e d g e d h i s o w n p r o p e r t y f o r I h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f 
I n s b a t t a l i o n : G u z i , C a r d o n a , " S t a n i s l a o G a t t " , Heritage. An Encyclopedia of Maltese 
Culture and Civilization ( M i d s e a B o o k s . V a l l e t t a . J a n u a r y 1 9 8 0 ) 6 1 9 - 6 2 0 . A p o r t r a i t o f 
G a l l w e a r i n g h i s g o l d m e d a l i s i n a p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n i l l Q o r m i a n d h a s b e e n 
r e p r o d u c e d i n t h e a f o r e - m e n t i o n e d e n c y c l o p e d i a . 

9 A d v o c a t e F e l i c e C u t a j a r t o o k a n a c t i v e p a n i n t h e s i e g e o f t h e F r e n c h . H e s e r v e d a s 
S e c r e t a r y t o C a p t a i n B a i l d u r i n g t h e b l o c k a d e a n d l a t e r a s A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y a n d 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f P u b l i c P r o p e r l y : Diario, Lunario e Catendario delle hole di Malla e 
Gozo per I 'anno 1805. 1 1 . C u l a j a r ' s o r i g i n a l m a n u s c r i p t i n I t a l i a n , n o w i n I h e N a t i o n a l 
L i b r a r y o f M a l t a , g i v e s a h i s t o r i c a l a c c o u n t o f t h e F r e n c h o c c u p a t i o n o f M a l l a . A 
t r a n s l a t i o n i n E n g l i s h o f C u t a j a r s n a r r a t i v e h a s b e e n p u b l i s h e d i n A l f r e d Z a m m i i 
C u t a j a r ' s b o o k Biographical Notes on the Ancestry of my Parents ( P r i n t e x L t d . . M a l t a . 
1 9 8 7 ) . 
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/ 7 9 8 contio i Francesi. ed atleso U vostro coraggio nell'esservi offerto per 
Rappresenlante degli a b i t a n t i di .per formame im Congresso ne' 
tempi piu pericolosi della Rivoluzione; Pertanto vi accordiamo il presente 
insieme con una medaglia d'oro, affmehd serva a voi unitamente con tutta la 
vostra famiglia di una etema m e m o r i a . e di onorevole consideeazione. D a l l a 
Segretaria diSua Ecccllenza U 9 F e b r a i o 1 8 0 1 ' . 1 0 

Vassallo, the Maltese historian, says that the medals were awarded to the 
Maltese by the British Government.11 TTiere is, however, no evidence that 
any British medals were awarded to either Maltese or British personnel for 
ihcirparticipalion in the war againsi the French in Malta. In fact, the Royal 
Mint, the British Museum and the National Army Museum in the United 
Kingdom have no recorded information regarding such awards. 
Furthermore, the wafer-seal attached to the citations given to recipienLs of 
gold medals reads 'Alessandro G i o v a n n i B a l l Governaiore di M a l t a e Gozo 
p c r S . M . S . [Sua M a s e & Sicilians]' and because Ball, under the direction of 
the Maltese Congresso, governed Malta and issued laws and regulations on 
behalf of His Sicilian Majesty, it should be assumed that the awards were 
made in King Ferdinand's name and not in that of the British Government. 

E.H. Fursc, whilst describing a gold and a silver medal repeals Vassnllo's 
assertion thai the blockade medals were awarded by the British Government 
and adds thai a gold medal was also given to Captain Alexander John B a l l . 1 2 

1 0 T r a n s l a t i o n : C o n s i d e r i n g y o u r m e r i t , a n d z e a l s h o w n d u r i n g i b e d e f e n c e o f y o u r 
c o u n t r y o n 2 S e p t e m b e r 1 7 9 8 a g a i n s t t h e F r e n c h a n d c o n s i d e r i n g y o u r c o u r a g e i n 
o f f e r i n g y o u r s e l f a s R e p r e s e n t a l i v e o f t h e i n h a b n a n l s o f C a s a l t o c o n s t i t u t e a 
C o n g r e s s d u r i n g t h e m o s t d a n g e r o u s p e r i o d o f t h e r e v o l t , w e a w a r d t o y o u t h i s 
a t t e s t a t i o n l o g e l h e r w i t h a g o l d m e d a l s o t h a t i t w i l l h e f o r y o u a n i l f o r y o u r f a m i l y a n 
e v e r l a s t i n g m e m o r y a n d h o n o u r a b l e l e s t i m o n y ' . F r o m I h e S e c r e t a r i a l o f H i s 
E x c e l l e n c y , 9 F e b r u a r y 1 8 0 1 , {Signed) A l e x a n d e r J o h n B a l l . F e l i c e C u t a j a r . S e c r e t a r y 
t o H o E x c e l l e n c y . 

1 1 G i o . A n t . V a s s a l l o , Sioria ill Malla, raccontala in compendia ( T i p o g r a f i a d i F r a n c e s c o 
C u m b o , M a l t a , 1 8 5 4 ) 8 3 3 . 

1 2 E d o u a r d B r a n F u r s e . Memories Numismaliques de 1'Ordre Souverain de Saint-Jean 
tie Jerusalem illustries avec les Medailles el Monntttes frappees par les Grands 
Matlres de 1'Ordre ( F o r z a n i C , I m p r i t n e u r s d u S e n a l , E d i t e u r s , R o m e , 1 8 8 5 ) 3 9 1 . 
F u r s e s a y s t h a t t h e g o l d m e d a l c a m e f r o m I h e c o l l e c t i o n o f C o u n t G e o r g e S a n t 
F o u r n i e r a n d t h a i i t w a s s u b s e q u e n t l y g i v e n t o P r o f e s s o r S a l v a l o r e L u i g i P i s a n i , M . D . . 
C . M . G . . w h o s e m a g n i f i c e n t c o l l e c t i o n o f c o i n s a n d m e d a l s w a s d o n a t e d t o t h e M a l t e s e 
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Professor Pisani in his M e d a g l i e r e di Malla e Gozo, a catalogue of his 
personal collection of coins and medals, lists one gold medal and the silver 
one awarded to Felice Borg.1 3 

In 1897, Major Chesney specifically stated that the gold medals were only 
awarded to the three leaders of the Maltese insurgents, Vitale, Caruana and 
Borg.14 This misinformation has been repealed by other authors, 15 even 
though Monsignor Alfredo Mifsud. a former Librarian of the National 
Library of Malta, had, in 1907, assumed that the gold medals were awarded 
to all the surviving representatives of the Casali in Malta and Gozo. 16 In 
fact, apart from those presented to Vincenzo Borg, Francesco Saverio 
Caruana and Emmanuele Vitale, he had found the gold medals given to 

n a t i o n i n 1 8 9 9 : A f a J f n Government Gazette ( 3 0 J u l y 1 9 0 9 ) . T h e s i l v e r m e d a l d e s c r i b e d 
b y F u r s e h i d b e e n a w a r d e d l o F e l i c e B o r g (carabiniere nel tempo del blocco cioi 
delta nvolta della campagna contra i Francesi) a n d b e l o n g e d l o P r o f e s s o r P i s a n i . 

1 3 S . L P i s a n i . Medagliere di Malta e Gozo dall'Epoca Fenicia all'alluale Regnante S.M. 
La Regina Villoria ( T i p o g r a f i a d i G i o v . M u s c a t . M a l t a . 1 8 9 6 ) 7 7 . P i s a n i s a y s l h a t t h e 
g o l d m e d a l , p r e s u m a b l y t h a i w h i c h h a d b e e n a w a r d e d l o F i h p p o C a s t a g n a . a n d w h i c h 
h e d e s c r i b e s i n h i s c a i a l o g u e h a d b e e n g i v e n t o h i m h y l i r e C a c h i a Z a m m i i f a m i l y . I t i s 
n o w o n e o f i h e t h r e e g o l d ' B l o c k a d e ' m e d a l s i n t h e n u m i s m a l i c c o l l e c t i o n o f I h e 
N a t i o n a l M u s e u m o f M a l t a . 

1 4 A . G . C h e s n e y . Historical Recortls af the Maltese Corps of the British Army ( W i l l i a m 
C l o w e s & S o n s , L o n d o n 1 8 9 7 ) 1 9 . 

1 5 A m o n g s t i h e n i . G . B . M a r k e r . History of the Royal Malta Artillery ( C r i t e r i o n P r e s s , 
M a l l a . 1 9 4 4 ) 5 ; A . S a m u l - T a g l i a f e r r o . History of the Royal Malla Artillery, v o l . i 
( 1 8 0 0 - 1 9 3 9 K L u x P r e s s , M a l t a , 1 9 7 6 ) 2 9 ; J . M . W i s m a y e r . The History of ihe King's 
Own Malta Regiment and the Armed Forces of the Order of St John ( S a i d I n i e r n a i i o n a l 
L i d . , M a l l a , 1 9 8 9 ) 1 0 4 - 1 0 5 . 

1 6 A l f r e d o M i f s u d , Originc della Sovranila loglese su Malta ( T i p o g r a f i a d e l M a l t a , 1 9 0 7 ) 
3 7 9 , D i e f o l l o w i n g w e r e e l e c t e d D e p u t i e s a n d R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e P e o p l e a s f r o m 18 
F e b r u a r y 1 7 9 9 : G e n e r a l E m m a n u e l e V i t a l e . f o r C i n i V e c c h i a ( M d i n a ) . R a b a t a n d D i n g l i ; 
N o t a r y P i e l r o B u t l i g i e g f o r Z e b b u g ; P a r i s h P r i e s t S a l v a t o r e C u r s o f o r S i g g i e w i ; P a r i s h 
P r i e s t A l o i s i o B a r l o l o m e o C a r a f f a f o r M q a b b a ; G r e g o r i o M i f s u d f o r Q i e n d i ; R e v . F r . 
F o r t u n a l o D a l l i f o r Z u r r i e q ; R e v . F r . G i u s e p p e A b d i l l a f i r S a f i ; D r E n r i c o X e i r i f o r 
K i r k o p ; F i l i p p o C a s t a g n a f o r G u d j a ; R e v . F r . P i e t r o M a l l i a f o r G h a x a q ; M i c h e l e C a c h i a 
f o r Z e j l u n ; A g o s l i n o S a i d f o r Z a b b a r ; G i u s e p p e ' M o n l e b e l l o f u r T a r x i e n ; R e v , F r . 
G i u s e p p e C a s h a f o r L u q a ; S t a n i s l a o G a i t f o r Q o r m i ; V i n c e n z o B o r g f o r B i r k i r k a r a ; 
G i o v a n n i G a f i f o r G h a r g f i u r ; C h e v , B a r o n P a o l o P a r i s i o M u s c a t i f o r N a x x a r ; P a r i s h 
P r i e s t F c l i c e C a l l e j a f o r M o s t a ; S a l v a t o r e G a f i f c r U f a ; G i u s e p p e F r e n d o f o r B a l r a n ; a n d 
N o t a r y S a v e r i o Z a r b f o r A l l a r d : H a r d n i a n 1 9 1 ; T e s t a i i . 4 8 8 - 4 8 9 ) . 
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Giuseppe Frendo ofBalzanl7 and to Notary Pietro Butligieg of 2ebbug,18 
and traced three other medals in private collections. Furthermore, Mifsud 
also referred to the citation presented to Michele Cachia of 2ejtunl9 and 
reproduced those given to Stanislao Gait of Casal Fornaro (Qormi) and to 
Saverio Zarb of Altard. The author of the present monograph has, in the 
meantime, traced the citation given to the representative of Mosta, Parish 
Priest FeliceCalleja. 20 Dr Testa, the now established expert on ihe French 
occupation of Malta, slates that Enrico Xerri, the representative of Kirkop, 
was also ihe recipient of a gold medal. 21 
1 have now been able to establish, with certainty, lhat the gold medals were 
awarded to all the representatives of the villages after the surrender of Ihe 
French. This is confirmed in a petition made by Salvatore Gaft, the 
representative of the village of Lia, which is to be found in die National 
Archives, Rabat. When Gala had to resign his post in 1809, because of 

1 7 G i u s e p p e F r c n i l o w a s t h e C h i e f a n d r e p r c s e n l a l i v e o f B a l z a n . 
1 8 N o t a r y P i e t r o B u t l i g i e g . t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ( t f Z e b b u g w a s n o t o n l y a w a r d e d a g o l d m e d a l 

f o r h i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d s e r v i c e s d u r i n g t h e b l o c k a d e . I " 1 7 9 9 . C a p t a i n A l e x a n d e r B a l l g a v e 
t u r n e x c l u s i v e r i g h l s t o w o r k as t h e s o l e n o t a r y i n Z e h t n i g T e s t a 4 8 9 - 4 9 0 a n d a f t e r l i t e w a r 
h e c o n t i n u e d l o h o l d I h e p o s t o f L i e u t e n a n t o f h i s v i l l a g e ( D l a r i o . Lunarioe Calendario 
1805, 1 4 ) . 

1 9 " M i c h e l e C a c h i a . m i l i t a r y a n d c i v i l e n g i n e e r , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f C a s a l Z e j l u n , c o n s t r u c t e d 
a l l I h e b a t t e r i e s d u r i n g l i r e s i e g e o f V a l l e t t a , a n d c o n t r i b u t e d m o n e y l o w a r d s t h e e x p e n s e 
o f t h e w a r . H e i s f a m e d f o r h i s w i s d o m i n c o u n s e l , a n d i s i h e m o s t p o p u l a r m a n i n t h e 
b l a n d , h i s i n l e g r i l y a n d t a l e n t s h a v e a c q u i r e d h i m a g r e a t r e p u t a t i o n a n d t h e e n I i r e 
c o n f i d e n c e o f i h e p e o p l e o f e v e r y d e s c r i p t i o n " : M i f s u d . 2 4 9 . t n r e c o g n i t i o n o f h i s s e r v i c e s 
d u r i n g t h e w a r h e w a s a p p o i n t e d Capo Maestro o f G o v e r n m e n t b u i l i h n g s a n d o n e o f t h e 
AmminisUalori de Bern Publtci Diano, t.unano e Catendano 1805.11. 

T h i s M a l t e s e p a t r i o t w a s o n e o f t h e M a l t e s e d e l e g a t e s w h o i n N o v e m b e r 1 8 0 1 
p r o c e e d e d l o L o n d o n t o p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f M a l t a t o t h e O r d e r o f S t J o h n 
i n a c c o r d a n c e w i i h i h e T r e a t y o f A m i e n s , w h i c h n e v e r m a t e r i a l i z e d a s w a r b e t w e e n 
E n g l a n d a n d F r a n c e b r o k e o u t o n c e a g a i n i n M a y 1 8 0 3 . 

2 0 E . B . V e l l a , Storja tat Mosta hil-Koisja Taghha ( E m p i r e P r e s s , M a l l a . 1 9 3 0 ) 1 0 2 . T h i s 
c i t a t i o n i s i n t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f D r M . A g i o s V a d a f i w h o k i n d l y p o i n t e d o u t l o t n e i t s 
e x i s t e n c e . 

2 1 E n r i c o X e r r i g r a d u a t e d a s m e d i c a l d o c t o r a t S a l e r n o a n d r e t u r n e d l o M a l t a s h o r t l y 
b e f o r e t h e u p r i s i n g o f t h e M a l t e s e a g a i n s t i h e F r e n c h . D u r i n g I h e b l o c k a d e o f t h e 
F r e n c h g a r r i s o n h e w a s t h e r e p r e s e n t a l i v e o f K i r k o p i n I h e M a l t e s e N a t i o n a l 
A s s e m b l y a n d c o m m a n d a n t o f t h e v i l l a g e b a t t a l i o n . L i k e V i n c e n z o B o r g a n d F i l i p p o 
C a s t a g n a h e a l s o h e l d t h e p o s t o f m i l i t a r y i n s p e c t o r o f t h e M a l t e s e b a t t a l i o n s ( T e s t a , 
5 2 3 , 7 3 7 ) , a n d a f t e r t h e s u r r e n d e r o f t h e F r e n c h h e w a s a p p o i n t e d Capitano di Porto: 
Diario. Lunarioe Calendario 1805, 1 5 . 
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illness, he was left practically penniless. In his request for a pension, which 
was eventually granted, he specifically states that for his meritorious services 
during the blockade, he, like all the representatives of the other villages, had 
been awarded agold medal ( r i g u a r d o a tali menu" I'OrC [ O r a t o r c j e stato dull 
E . V . [ S i r Alexander Ball] garantito con una m i d a g l i a (sic) d'oro conforme 
l o c r a n o n e U 'aliri Rappresen t a n t i . . . ) . 2 2 

Hie issue of these medals, after the end of the blockade, is also confirmed by 
entries in the Libro ftttrorti ed E s i t i 1 8 0 0 • 1801 (Accounts, payment of 
Salaries,pensionseic.) extant in the National Library of Malta. According to 
these records, the gold medals cost 1400 Scttdi which were paid on 13 and 
29 January 1801 to the Vicar-General Salvatore Susano who, it appears, 
undertook to provide these awards.23 

Silver Awards 
The silver medals (42mm. in diameter) were awarded to those recruits in the 
village battalions who distinguished themselves in the sorties againsi the 
French, as well as to a few leading inhabitants who contributed substantial 
funds for the upkeep of the troops or mortgaged their own property for the 
provision of grain from Sicily. Like the gold ones, they consist of two flans, 
one for each side of the medals, joined together by a raised rim. At the top 
they also have a decorative fitment, to which is attached an omate solid silver 
bow. The obverse displays the motto MALTA Al SUOI DIFENSORI and 
the date 1800 surmounting two olive branches. The whole design and 
lettering are embossed. The reverse shows the recipient's name, incusely 
inscribed over two impressed olive branches idenlical to those shown on the 
obverse. 

It is clear lhat a good number of silver medals - exactly how many is not 
known - were issued. According to official records, Mario Schembri, the 
Consul for Silversmiths, was paid for 60 medals.24 On two other occasions, 
6 October 1800 2 5 and 7 February 1801,26 he handed in more medals. 

2 2 N A H [ N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s , R a b a l | , Ordini e Decreti fGenrutio 1808 - Dtcembrt 1811), 
ft. 7 2 - 7 3 . 

2 3 N L M ( N a t i o n a l L i b r a r y o f M a l l a ] , M S . L i b r . 3 , Libra Introiti sd Esiti (Settembre I80O -
Agasto 1801). f f . 2 6 a n d 2 9 . 

2 4 Ibid., I , 1 6 , 1 7 . 1 9 , 2 7 (Esiti). 
25 Ibid.. I. 
26 Ibid.. 3 2 . 
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However, because the payment made to him on those dates included also the 
wages of Palace guards, the number cannot be established. 
Vassallo27 says lhat amongst those who were awarded silver medals for 
their distinguished participation in the siege were the following: 

Pietro Paolo Bezzina 2 8 FrancescoFanugia 2 9 

SalvatoreBonanno30 Costanzo Morgo31 

LuigiBriffa32 Giuseppe Musci3 3 

Giuseppe Brignone34 Modesto Sapiano3^ 

2 7 V a s s a l l o . 8 3 3 . [1 i s l o b e a s s u m e d l h a t t h e r e c i p i e n t s l i s t e d b y i h i s a u t h o r w e r e a w a r d e d 
s i l v e r m e d a l s . 

2 8 P i c l r o P a o l o B e z z i n a w a s a p p o i n t e d R e c e i v e r o f G r a i n o n 4 S e p t e m b e r 1 7 9 8 : M i f s u d . 
2 0 2 . 

2 9 D u r i n g t h e e a r l y F r e n c h r u l e F r a n c e s c o F a m i g i a w a s S e c r e t a r y l o I h e m u n i c i p a l i t y o f 
S i g g i e w i ( T e s t a . 1 3 9 ) b u t a f t e r I h e i n s u r r e c t i o n l o o k a n a c t i v e p a n i n i h e b l o c k a d e o f I h e 
F r e n c h i n V a l l c t l a . F a m i g i a w a s o n e o f t h e d e l e g a t e s s e n t t o N a p l e s t o s o l i c i t I h e a i d o f 
K i n g F e r d i n a n d s o o n a f t e r t h e u p r i s i n g o f t h e M a l t e s e : H a r d m a n , 1 1 0 . H o w e v e r , t h e r e 
w e r e t w o o t h e r s o l d i e r s w h o s e n a m e s w e r e F r a n c e s c o F a m i g i a ; o n e s e r v e d i n t h e Z a b h a r 
b a t t a l i o n . I h e o t h e r i n t h e T a r x t e n b a t t a l i o n . 

3 0 T h e R e v . F r S a l v a t o r e B o n a n n o w a s t h e a s s i s t a n t o f C a n o n F , S . C a r u a n a . O n I h e 
o u t b r e a k o f t h e r e b e l l i o n a g a i n s t t h e F r e n c h h e w a s a p p o i n t e d c o m m a n d a n t o f t h e c a m p at 
S a n G i u s e p p e . I t i s v e r y u n l i k e l y t h a t a s i l v e r m e d a l w a s a w a r d e d l o h i m a s h e d i e d o n 7 
A p r i l 1 7 9 9 : C a r m e l o T e s t a , Mtz-Zewg A ' a f l a r r a s - S w a r . Z m i e n il-Fruncizi r\lalta. 
( K l a b h K o t b a M a l t i n . M a l t a . 1 9 8 0 ) 2 4 5 . 

3 1 O n 3 S e p r e m b e r 1 7 9 8 . t h e d a y a f t e r t h e M a l t e s e r o s e a g a i n s t t h e F r e n c h a l R a b a t , t h e 
i n s u r g e n t s , l e d b y E m m a n u e l e V i t a l e . s u c c e e d e d i n e f f e c t i n g i n e n t r a n c e i n t o M d m a 
w i t h t h e h e l p o f C o s l a n z o M o r g o . k n o w n a s Tal-Kanlur'. t h r o u g h a s e c r e t p a s s a g e 
b e h i n d t h e C a t h e d r a l : T e s t a . 2 2 8 . 

3 2 L u i g i B r i f f a , a n a t i v e o f Z e b b u g , w a s o n e o f i h e d e l e g a t e s o f t h e M a l t e s e N a t i o n a l 
A s s e m b l y w h o w e r e s e n t l o s n l i c r t t h e a i d o f K i n g F e r d i n a n d I V o f N a p l e s s o o n a f t e r t h e 
i n s u r r e c t i o n - M i f s u d . 2 0 4 . D u r i n g t h e b l o c k a d e B r i f f a w a s a p p o i n t e d f i r s t o n t h e b o a r d 
o f t h e t / n i v e r s i t a d e i G r a m a n d l a t e r a s p o r t m a s t e r a l S i P a u l ' s B a y : M i f s u d , 2 8 0 . 

3 3 G i u s e p p e M u s c i w a s o n e o f t h e i n s p e c t o r s o f t o w e r s h e l d b y t h e M a l t e s e i n s u r g e n t s 
d u r i n g t h e b l o c k a d e : M i f s u d 2 0 2 . 

3 4 N o C a r y G i u s e p p e B r i g n o n e a c t e d a s S e c r e t a r y l o t h e m u n i c i p a l i t y o f 2 e b b u g u m l e r t h e 
F r e n c h : T e s t a , 1 3 9 . A f t e r t h e M a l t e s e r e b e l l i o n h e s e r v e d as c a n cc t h e r e o f t h e c a m p at S a n 
G i u s e p p e ( M i f s u d . 2 6 7 ) a n d a s A i d e d e - C a m p l o S a l v a t o r e B o n a n n o . Z a m m i l C u t a j a r . 
8 0 . 

3 5 M o d e s t o S a p i a n o w a s a p p o i n t e d C h i e f o f t h e A r t i l l e r y a l t h e f i r s t m e e t i n g o f I h e 
M a l t e s e . N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y h e l d a l M d i n a o n 4 S e p t e m b e r 1 7 9 8 : M i f s u d . 2 0 2 . 
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Lorenzo Bugeja3 6 Gaeiano Vitale37 

AndreaCalleja38 Alessio Xuereb39 

AngeloCilia40 SaverioZarb41 

It is also known dial Sergeant Giuseppe Dannanin and Stefano Spiteri, a 
soldier, both in the village battalion of Zurrieq, were recipients of a silver 
medal.42 E .B. Vella says that Baldassere Attard, Gian Battista Mamo and 
Giuseppe Bonnici, artillerymen in the Zejtun battalion, were also awarded 
medals.43 Four silver medals awarded to Paolo Borg, 4 4 Giovanni Maria 

3 6 L o r e n z o B u g e j a . a n a t i v e o f R a b a t , a c t e d as S e c r e t a r y l o t h e M a l t e s e N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y 
o n 4 S e p t e m b e r 1 7 9 8 ( M i f s u d , 1 9 0 ) a n d o n t h e n e x t d a y l i e w a s a p p o i n t e d i n s p e c t o r o f 
T o w e r s a n d B a t t e r i e s i n t h e a r e a o f S t P a u l ' s B a y ( M i f s u d , 2 0 2 ; Z a m m i l C u t a j a r . 8 0 ) . 
B u g c j a ' s c h r o n i c l e o f I h e e v e n t s l e a d i n g t o t h e l a n d i n g o f I h e F r e n d t a n d I h e r e b e l l i o n o f 
I h e M a l t e s e i s l o b e f o u n d a t t h e N a t i o n a l L i b r a r y o f M a l t a ( M S . 2 6 9 ) . A n o t h e r p e r s o n , 
w h o s e n a m e w a s L o r e n z o B u g e j a a n d s e r v e d i n t h e Z e j t u n b a t t a l i o n , c o u l d w e l l b e t h e 
r e c i p i e n t o f t h i s m e d a l . ( F o r a l i s t o f M a l t e s e r e c r u i t s . C f r , Abstract of Maltese serving al 
the surrender of the Island of Malta on the 4th September 1800 and entitled to share Prize 
Money for the same, N L M . L i h r . M S . 2 , f . 1 9 ) . 

3 7 N o t a r y G a e t a n o V i t a l e h e l d ( h e p o s t o f R e c e i v e r o f G r a i n a l o n g w i t h B e z z i n a : T e s t a , 
i i , 2 4 7 . A f t e r t h e s u r r e n d e r o f t h e F r e n c h , V i t a l e w a s a p p o i n t e d c h a n c e l l o r a n d 
a r c h i v i s t o f t h e m a g i s t r a c y o f M d i n a : Diario. Lnnario e Calendario 1805, 1 1 . 

3 8 A n d r e a C a l l e j a w a s t h e l e a d e r o f a g r o u p o f M a l t e s e i n s u r g e n t s f r o m t h e B i r k i r k a r a 
b a t t a l i o n w h o r o w e d a c r o s s t h e G r a n d H a r b o u r o n 1 2 J a n u a r y 1 7 9 9 d u r i n g t h e 
u n s u c c e s s f u l a t t e m p t t o e n t e r V a l l e t t a T l i e i n s u r g e n t s w e r e a c c i d e n t a l l y d i s c o v e r e d i n t h e 
q u a r a n t i n e s t o r e s a t M a r s a m x e l l a n d i n I h e m e l e e t h a t f o l l o w e d a n u m b e r o f t h e m l o s t t h e i r 
l i v e s o r w e r e t a k e n p r i s o n e r s . C a l l e j a . h o w e v e r , m a n a g e d l o e s c a p e a n d l a t e r i n t h e s i e g e 
t o o k a n a c t i v e p a n i n t h e f i g h t a g a i n s t t h e F r e n c h a s c o m m a n d a n t o f o n e o f t h e B i r k i r k a r a 
b a t t a l i o n s i n c h a r g e o f t h e G f i a r g h a r b a t t e r y : V a s s a l l o , 8 3 3 . A n o t h e r A n d r e a C a l l e j a . w h o 
w a s a s o l r l i e i n t h e Z a b b a r b a t t a l i o n , m i g h t h a v e b e e n t h e r e c i p i e n t o f t h i s s i l v e r m e d a l : 
N L M , L i b r . M S . 2 , f , 1 9 ) . 

3 9 A l e s s i o X u e r e b a c t e d a s c o u r i e r o f m e s s a g e s b e t w e e n t h e m i l i t a r y c a m p s : M i f s u d . 
2 0 2 . 

4 0 A n d r e a C i l i a w a s C h i e f o f i h e b a t t a l i o n a t T a s - S a m r a : H a r d m a n 4 1 6 . 
4 1 S a v e r i o Z a r b w a s a s o l d i e r i n t h e Z a b b a r B a t t a l i o n : N L M . L i b r . M S . 2 . f . 1 9 . 
4 2 M i f s u d . 2 7 9 , ' T h e a w a r d o f a s i l v e r m e d a l t o S t e f a n o S p i t e r i i s c o n f i r m e d b y J o s e p h 

G a l e a : S . 
4 3 E . B . V e l l a . 5f<v>iaz-ZejrunuMarsa.xJoJ£lr(EmpirePress,Malta, 1 9 2 7 ) 1 0 5 . 
4 4 P a o l o B o r g w a s a m e d i c a l d o c t o r a n d o n e o f I h e l e a d i n g i n h a b i t a n t s o f B i r k i r k a r a w h o 

c o n t r i b u t e d f u n d s t o w a r d s t h e u p k e e p o f t h e b a t t a l i o n s o f t h a t v i l l a g e b y t h e h y p o t h e c a t i o n 
o f t h e i r p e r s o n a ] p r o p e r t y t o o b t a i n p r o v i s i o n s f r o m S i c i l y 1 E . B . V e l l a . Storja ( a ' 
Birlarkarabil-KolleggjaUtaghha ( E m p i r e P r e s s . M a l t a . 1 9 3 4 ) 2 9 2 - 2 9 3 . B o r g ' s s i l v e r 
m e d a l w a s b e q u e a t h e d t o t h e N a t i o n a l M u s e u m o f M a l t a b y M a g i s t r a t e D r E d g a r P a m i s 
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Cassar,45 Felice Borg4 6 and Andrea Altard, 4 7 are to be found in ihe 
numismatic collection of the Malta National Museum. 

It is unfortunate lhat no official full list of recipients of these Blockade' 
medals has been traced and that only five gold medals and Five silver ones 
are known to exist either in the Malta National Museum or in private 
collections. It is a great pity that so many of them have either been lost or 
found their way to Ihe melting pot of the local silversmiths. 
These awards have a stirring human story behind them and will forever 
remain a living proof of Ihe valour of our ancestors, confirmed at one stage 
of ihe war against the French by a spirited address to the Maltese by 
Brigadier-General Thomas Graham (later General Lord Lynedoch) who, in 
April 1800, raised the Maltese Light Infantry (/Cacc/aforiAFalfes/J.48 On 19 
June of lhat year, in an appeal to raise more companies of armed peasants, 
Graham asserted: "Brave Maltese - You have rendered yourselves interesting 
and conspicuous to the world. History affords no more striking 
example....without arms, without the resources of war, you broke asunder 
your chains. Your patriotism, courage and religion supplied all 
deficiencies...."49 

i n 1939: Report of the w o r k i n g of the Museum Department 1922-23. p. x. I t c a n n o t , a s 
y e t . b e a s c e r t a i n e d t h a t Di P a o l o B o r g w a s t h e r e c i p i e n t o f t h i s s i l v e r m e d a l as t h e r e w e r e 
t w o o t h e r s w h o s e n a m e w a s P a o l o B o r g . B o t h s e r v e d i n l i t e B i r k i r k a r a B a t t a l i o n ; o n e w a s 
o n o f f i c e r , t h e o t h e r a s o l d i e r : M S . N L M . L i b r . M S . 2 , L 7 I . 

4 5 G i o v a n n i M a r i a C a s s a r c o u l d w e l l b e o n e ot t h e p r i e s t s w h o , l i k e D r P a o l o B o r g . 
m o r t g a g e d t h e i r o w n p r o j s e r t y l o p r o c u r e p r o v i s i o n s f o r t h e i n s u r g e n t s e n r o l l e d i n t h e 
B i r k i r k a r a b a t t a l i o n s - V e l l a ( 1 9 3 4 ) . 2 9 3 . H i s m e d a l w a s a l s o b e q u e a t h e d t o t h e 
N a t i o n a l M u s e u m o f M a l t a b y M a g i s t r a t e D r P a r t u s . 

4 6 ftofessor P i s a n i s i m p l y s a y s l h a t F e l i c e B o r g c a m e f r o m t h e v i l l a g e o f Z e b b u g : P i s a n i . 
7 7 . H o w e v e r , i t h a s b e e n o f f i c i a l l y recorded l h a t B o r g w a s a m e m b e r o f t h e Z a b b a r 
h a t l a l i o n : J o s e p h G a l e a , " T h e M a l t e s e M i l i t i a o f 1 8 0 0 " . The Armed Forces of Malla 
Journal. 2 7 . ( 1 9 7 7 ) 7 . 

4 7 A n d r e a A l l a r d w a s • s o l d i e r i n t h e M o s t a b a t t a l i o n : N L M . L i b r . M S . 2 . f 3 7 
4 8 S a m u t - T a g l i a f e r r o . 1 3 - 1 4 . 
4 9 Graham s Appeal lo Brave Maltese r e p r o d u c e d i n C o b b e t l ' s A n n u a l R e g i s t e r ( J a n u a r y 

- J u n e 1 8 0 3 , c o l . 7 7 4 ) . 


