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Saugus lies about eight miles northeast of Boston. It was incorporated as an 
independent town February 17, 1815, and was formerly a part of Lynn, which once 
bore the name of Saugus, being an Indian name, and signifies great or extended. It has 
a taxable area of 5,880 acres, and its present population may be estimated at about 
2,800, living in 535 houses. The former boundary between Lynn and Suffolk County ran 
through the centre of the "Boardman House," in what is now Saugus, and standing 
near the line between Melrose and Saugus, and is one of the oldest houses in the town. 
It has forty miles of accepted streets and roads, which are proverbial as being kept in 
the very best condition. Its public buildings are a Town Hall, a wooden structure, of 
Gothic architecture, with granite steps and underpining, and has a seating capacity of 
seven hundred and eighty persons. It is considered to be the handsomest wooden 
building in Essex County, and cost $48,000. The High School is accommodated within 
its walls, and beside offices for the various boards of town officers; on the lower floor it 
has a room for a library. The upper flight has an auditorium with ante-rooms at the 
front and rear, a balcony at the front, seats one hundred and eighty persons, and a 
platform on the stage at the rear. It was built in 1874-5. The building committee were 
E.P. Robinson, Gilbert Waldron, J.W. Thomas, H.B. Newhall, Wilbur F. Newhall, 
Augustus B. Davis, George N. Miller, George H. Hull, Louis P. Hawkes, William F. 
Hitchings, E.E. Wilson, Warren P. Copp, David Knox, A. Brad. Edmunds and Henry 
Sprague. E.P. Robinson was chosen chairman and David Knox secretary. The architects 
were Lord & Fuller of Boston, and the work of building was put under contract to J.H. 
Kibby & Son of Chelsea. 
 
The town also owns seven commodious schoolhouses, in which are maintained thirteen 
schools--one High, three Grammar, three Intermediate, three Primaries, one sub-
Primary and two mixed schools, the town appropriating the sum of six thousand dollars 
therefor. There are five Churches--Congregational, Universalist, and three Methodist, 
besides two societies worshiping in halls (the St. John's Episcopal Mission and the Union 
at North Saugus). After the schism in the old Third Parish about 1809, the religious feud 
between the Trinitarians and the Unitarians became so intense that a lawsuit was had 
to obtain the fund, the Universalists retaining possession. The Trinitarians then 
built the old stone Church, under the direction of Squire Joseph Eames, which, as a 



piece of architecture, did not reflect much credit on builder or architect. It is now used 
as a grocery and post office; their present place of worship was built in 1852. The 
Church edifice of the old Third was erected in 1738, and was occupied without change 
until 1859, when it was sold and moved off the spot, and the site is now marked by a 
flag staff and band stand, known as Central Square. The old Church was moved a short 
distance and converted into tenements, with a store underneath. The Universalist 
society built their present Church in 1860. The town farm consists of some 280 acres, 
and has a fine wood lot of 240 acres, the remainder being valuable tillage, costing in 
1823 $4,625. 
 
The town is rich in local history and has either produced or been the residence of a 
number of notable men and women. 
 
Judge William Tudor, the father of the ice business, now so colossal in its proportions, 
started the trade here, living on what is now the poor farm. The Saugus Female 
Seminary once held quite a place in literary circles, Cornelius C. Felton, afterward 
president of Harvard College, being its "chore boy" (the remains of his parents lie in the 
cemetery near by). Fanny Fern, the sister of N.P. Willis, the wife of James Parton, the 
celebrated biographer, as well as two sisters of Dr. Alexander Vinton, pursued their 
studies here, together with Miss Flint, who married Honorable Daniel P. King, member 
of Congress for the Essex District, and Miss Dustin, who became the wife of Eben 
Sutton, and who has been so devoted and interested in the library of the Peabody 
Institute. Mr. Emerson, the preceptor, was for a time the pastor of the Third Parish of 
Lynn (now Saugus Universalist society), where Parson Roby preached for a period of 
fifty-three years--more than half a century, with a devotion and fidelity that greatly 
endeared him to his people. In passing we give the items of his salary as voted him in 
1747, taken from the records of the Parish, being kindly furnished by the Clerk, Mr. 
W.F. Hitchings: "A suitable house and barn, standing in a suitable place; pasturing and 
sufficient warter meet for two Cows and one horse--the winter meet put in his barn; the 
improvement of two acres of land suitable to plant and to be kept well fenced; sixty 
pounds in lawful silver money, at six shillings and eight pence per ounce; twenty cords 
of wood at his Dore, and the Loose Contributions; and also the following artikles, or so 
much money as will purchase them, viz: Sixty Bushels Indian Corn, forty-one Bushels of 
Rye, Six hundred pounds wait of Pork and Eight Hundred and Eighty Eight pounds wait 
of Beefe."  
 
This would be considered a pretty liberal salary even now for a suburban people to pay. 
From the records of his parish it would seem he always enjoyed the love and 
confidence of his people, and was sincerely mourned by them at his death, which 



occurred January 31, 1803, at the advanced age of eighty years, and as stated above in 
the fifty-third year of his ministry. Among other good works and mementoes which he 
left behind him was the "Roby Elm," set out with his own hand, and which is now more 
than one hundred and twenty-five years old. It is in an excellent state of preservation, 
and with its perfectly conical shape at the top, attracts marked attention from all lovers 
and observers of trees. Among the names of worthy citizens who have impressed 
themselves upon the memory of their survivors, either as business men of rare 
executive ability, or as merchants of strict integrity, or scholars and men of literary 
genius, lawyers, artists, writers, poets, and men of inventive genius, we will first 
mention as eldest on the list "Landlord" Jacob Newhall, who used to keep a tavern in 
the east part of the town and gave "entertainment to man and beast" passing between 
Boston and Salem, notably so to General Washington on his journey from Boston to 
Salem in 1797, and later to the Marquis De Lafayette in 1824, when making a similar 
journey. We also mention Zaccheus Stocker, Jonathan Makepeace, Charles Sweetser, 
Dr. Abijah Cheever, Benjamin F. Newhall and Benjamin Hitchings. These last all held 
town office with great credit to themselves and their constituents. 
 
Benjamin F. Newhall was a man of versatile parts. Beside writing rhymes he preached 
the Gospel, and was at one time County Commissioner for Essex County. 
 
To these may be added Salmon Snow, who held the office of Selectman for several 
years, and also kept the poor of Saugus for many years with great acceptance. He was 
a man of good judgment, strong in his likes and dislikes, and bitter in his resentments. 
George Henry Sweetser was also a Selectman for years, and was elected to the 
Legislature for both branches, being Senator for two terms. Frederick Stocker, noted as 
a manufacturer of brick, was also a man of sterling qualities, and shared in the 
confidence and esteem of his fellow citizens. Joseph Stocker Newhall, a manufacturer of 
roundings in sole leather, was a just man, of positive views, and although interesting 
himself in the political issues of the day would not take office. Eminently social he was 
at times somewhat abrupt and laconic in denouncing what he conceived to be shams. 
As a manufacturer his motto was, "the laborer is worthy of his hire." He died in 1875, 
aged 67 years. George Pearson was Treasurer of the town and one of the Selectmen, 
and also Treasurer and Deacon of the Orthodox parish for twenty-five years, living to 
the advanced age of eighty-seven years. He died in 1883. 
 
Later, about 1837, Edward Pranker, an Englishman, and Francis Scott, a Scotchman, 
became noted for their woollen factories, which they built in Saugus, and also became 
residents here for the rest of their lives. Enoch Train, too, a Boston ship merchant and 
founder of the famous line of packets between Boston and Liverpool for the 



transportation of emigrants, passed the last ten years of his life here, marrying Mrs. 
Almira Cheever. He was the father of Mrs. A.D.T. Whitney, the author of many works of 
fiction, which have been widely read; among them "Faith Gartney's Girlhood," "Odd or 
Even," "Sights and Insights," etc. In this connection we point to a living novelist of 
Saugus, Miss Ella Thayer, whose "Wired Lore" has been through several editions. 
George William Phillips, brother of Wendell, a lawyer of some note, also lived many 
years at Saugus and died in 1878. Joseph Ames, the artist, celebrated for his portraits, 
who was commissioned by the Catholics to visit Rome and paint Pope Pius IX., and who 
executed in a masterly manner other commissions, such as Rufus Choate, Daniel 
Webster, Abraham Lincoln, Madames Rachael and Ristori, learned the art in Saugus, 
though born in Roxbury, N.H. He died at New York while temporarily painting there, but 
was buried in Saugus in 1874. His brother Nathan was a patent solicitor, and 
considered an expert in such matters, and invented several useful machines. He was 
also a writer of both prose and poetry, writing among other books "Pirate's Glen," 
"Dungeon Rock" and "Childe Harold." He died in 1860. 
 
Rev. Fales H. Newhall, D.D., who was Professor of Languages at Middletown College, 
and who, as a writer, speaker or preacher, won merited distinction, died in 1882, 
lamented that his light should go prematurely out at the early age of 56 years. 
 
Henry Newhall, who went from Saugus to San Francisco, and there became a 
millionaire, may be spoken of as a succesful business man and merchant. The greatest 
instance of longevity since the incorporation of the town was that of Joseph Cheever, 
who was born February 22, 1772, and died June 19, 1872, aged 100 years, 4 months, 
27 days. He was a farmer of great energy, industry and will power, and was given to 
much litigation. He, too, represented the town in 1817-18, 1820-21, 1831-32, and again 
in 1835. 
 
Saugus, too, was the scene of the early labors of Rev. Edward T. Taylor, familiarly 
known as Father Taylor. Here he learned to read, and preached his first sermon at what 
was then known as the "Rock Schoolhouse," at East Saugus, though converted at North 
Saugus. Mrs. Sally Sweetser, a pious lady, taught him his letters, and Mrs. Jonathan 
Newhall used to read to him the chapter in the Bible from which he was to preach until 
he had committed it to memory. 
 
North Saugus is a fine agricultural section with table land, pleasant and well watered, 
well adapted to farming purposes, and it was here that Adam Hawkes, the first of this 
name in this county, settled with his five sons in 1630, and took up a large tract of land. 
He built his house on a rocky knoll, the spot being at the intersection of the road 



leading from Saugus to Lynnfield with the Newburyport turnpike, known as Hawkes' 
Corner. This house being burned the bricks of the old chimney were put into another, 
and when again this chimney was taken down a few years ago there were found bricks 
with the date of 1601 upon them. This shows, evidently, that the bricks were brought 
from England. This property is now in the hands of one of his lineal descendants, Louis 
P. Hawkes, having been handed down from sire to son for more than 250 years. On the 
28th and 29th of July, 1880, a family reunion of the descendents of Adam Hawkes was 
held to celebrate the 250th anniversary of his advent to the soil of Saugus. It was a 
notable meeting, and brought together the members of this respected and respectable 
family from Maine to California. Two large tents were spread and the trees and 
buildings were decorated with flags and mottoes in an appropriate and tasteful manner. 
Judges, Generals, artists, poets, clergymen, lawyers, farmers and mechanics were 
present to participate in the re-union. Addresses were made, poems suitable to the 
occasion rendered, and all passed off in a most creditable manner. Among the antique 
and curious documents in the possession of Samuel Hawkes was the "division of the 
estate of Adam Hawkes, made March 27, 1672." 
 
Mrs. Dinsmore resided in this part of the town. A most amiable woman, a good nurse, 
kind in sickness, and it was in this way that she discovered a most valuable medicine. 
Her specific is claimed to be very efficacious in cases of croup and kindred diseases, 
and its use in such cases has become very general, as well as for headache. She is 
almost as widely known as Lydia Pinkham. She died in 1881. 
 
Saugus nobly responded to the call for troops to put down the rebellion, furnishing a 
large contingent for Company K, Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, which was 
recruited almost wholly from Malden and Saugus, under command of Captain Simonds 
of Malden. Thirty-six Saugus men also enlisted in Company A, Fortieth Massachusetts 
Volunteers, while quite a number joined the gallant Nineteenth Regiment, Col. E.W. 
Hinks, whose name Post 95, G.A.R., of Saugus bears, which is a large and flourishing 
organization. There were many others who enlisted in various other regiments, beside 
those who served in the navy. 
 
Charles A. Newhall of this town is secretary and treasurer of the Nineteenth Regiment 
association, whose survivors still number nearly one hundred members. 
 
THE OLD IRON WORKS. 
 
These justly celebrated works, the first of their kind in this country, were situated on 
the west bank of the Saugus river, about one-fourth of a mile north of the Town Hall, 



on the road leading to Lynnfield, and almost immediately opposite the mansion of A.A. 
Scott, Esq., the present proprietor of the woolen mills which are located just above, the 
site of the old works being still marked by a mound of scoria and debris, the locality 
being familiarly known as the "Cinder Banks." Iron ore was discovered in the vicinity of 
these works at an early period, but no attempt was made to work it until 1643. The 
Braintree iron works, for which some have claimed precedence, were not commenced 
until 1647, in that part of the town known as Quincy. 
 
Among the artisans who found employment and scope for their mechanical skill at 
these works was Mr. Joseph Jenks who, when the colonial mint was started to coin the 
"Pine Tree Shilling," made the die for the first impressions at the Iron works at Saugus. 
 
The old house, formerly belonging to the Thomas Hudson estate of sixty-nine acres first 
purchased by the Iron Works, is still standing, and is probably one of the oldest in 
Essex County, although it has undergone so many repairs that it is something like the 
boy's jack-knife, which belonged to his grandfather and had received three new blades 
and two new handles since he had known it. One of the fire-places, with all its 
modernizing, a few years ago measured about thirteen feet front, and its whole contour 
is yet unique. It is now owned by A.A. Scott and John B. Walton. 
 
Near Pranker's Pond, on Appleton street, is a singular rock resembling a pulpit. This 
portion of the town is known as the Calemount. 
 
There is a legend of the Colonial period that a man by the name of Appleton harangued 
or preached to the people of the vicinity, urging them to stand by the Republican cause, 
hence the name of "Pulpit Rock." The name "Calemount" also comes, according to 
tradition, from the fact that one of the people named Caleb Appleton, who had become 
obnoxious to the party, had agreed upon a signal with his wife and intimate friends, 
that, when in danger, they should notify him by this expressive warning, "Cale, mount!" 
upon which he would take refuge in the rocky mountain, which, being then densely 
wooded, afforded a secure hiding place. Several members of this family of Appletons 
have since, during successive generations, been distinguished and well known citizens 
of Boston, one of whom, William Appleton, was elected to Congress over Anson 
Burlingame, in 1860. 
 
Recently, one of the descendants of this family has had a tablet of copper securely 
bolted to the rock with the following inscription:-- 
 
"APPLETON'S PULPIT! 



 
In September, 1687, from this rock tradition asserts that resisting the tyranny of Sir 
Edmond Andros, Major Samuel Appleton of Ipswich spake to the people in behalf of 
those principles which later were embodied in the declaration of Independence." 
 
This tablet was formally presented to the town by letter from the late Thomas Appleton, 
at the annual March meeting in 1882, and its care assumed by the town of Saugus. 
 
Among the present industries of Saugus are Pranker's Mills, a joint stock corporation, 
doing business under the style of Edward Pranker & Co., for the manufacture of woollen 
goods, employing about one hundred operatives, and producing about 1,800,000 yards 
of cloth annually--red, white and yellow flannel. The mill of A.A. Scott is just below on 
the same stream, making the same class of goods, with a much smaller production, 
both companies being noted for the standard quality of their fabrics. The spice and 
coffee mills of Herbert B. Newhall at East Saugus do a large business in their line, and 
his goods go all over New England and the West. 
 
Charles S. Hitchings, at Saugus, turns out some 1,500 cases of hand-made slippers of 
fine quality for the New York and New England trade. Otis M. Burrill, in the same line, is 
making the same kind of work, some 150 cases, Hiram Grover runs a stitching factory 
with steam power, and employs a large number of employees, mostly females. 
 
Win. E. Shaw also makes paper boxes and cartoons, and does quite a business for Lynn 
manufacturers. 
 
Enoch T. Kent at Saugus and his brother, Edward S. Kent, at Cliftondale, are engaged in 
washing crude hair and preparing it for plastering and other purposes, such as curled 
hair, hair cloth, blankets, etc. They each give employment to quite a number of men. 
Albert H. Sweetser makes snuff, succeeding to the firm of Sweetser Bros., who did an 
extensive business until after the war. The demand for this kind of goods is more 
limited than formerly. Joseph. A. Raddin, manufactures the crude tobacco from the leaf 
into chewing and smoking tobacco. Edward O. Copp, Martha Fiske, William Parker and a 
few others still manufacture cigars. 
 
Quite an, extensive ice business is done at Saugus by Solon V. Edmunds and Stephen 
Stackpole. A few years ago Eben Edmunds shipped by the Eastern Railroad some 1,200 
tons to Gloucester, but the shrinkage and wastage of the ice by delays on the train did 
not render it a profitable operation. 
 



The strawberry culture has recently become quite a feature in the producing industry of 
Saugus. In 1884 Elbridge S. Upham marketed 3,600 boxes, Charles S. Hitchings 1,200, 
Warren P. Copp 400, and others, Martin Carnes, Calvin Locke, Edward Saunders and 
Lorenzo Mansfield, more or less. 
 
John W. Blodgett and the Hatch Bros. do a large business in early and late vegetables 
for Boston and Lynn markets, such as asparagus, spinach, etc., and employ quite a 
number of men. 
 
Nor must we forget to mention the milk business. Louis P. Hawkes has a herd of some 
forty cows and has a milk route at Lynn. J.W. Blodgett keeps twenty-five cows, and 
takes his milk to market. Geo. N. Miller and T.O.W. Houghton also keep cows and have 
a route. Joshua Kingsbury, George H. Pearson and George Ames have a route, buying 
their milk. Byron Hone keeps fifty cows. Dudley Fiske has twenty-five, selling their milk. 
O.M. Hitchings, H. Burns, A.B. Davis, Lewis Austin, Richard Hawkes and others keep 
from seven to twelve cows for dairy purposes. 
 
Having somewhat minutely noticed the industries we will speak briefly of some of the 
dwellings. The elegant mansion and gardens of Brainard and Henry George, Harmon 
Hall and Rufus A. Johnson of East Saugus, and Eli Barrett, A.A. Scott and E.E. Wilson of 
Saugus, C.A. Sweetser, C.H. Bond and Pliny Nickerson at Cliftondale, with their 
handsome lawns, rich and rare flowers and noble shade trees attract general attention. 
The last mentioned estate was formerly owned by a brother of Governor William Eustis, 
where his Excellency used to spend a portion of his time each year. 
 
At the south-westerly part of the town, not far from the old Eustis estate, the 
boundaries of three counties and four towns intersect with each other, viz: Suffolk, 
Essex and Middlesex counties, and the towns of Revere, Saugus, Melrose and Maiden. 
Near by, too, is the old Boynton estate, and the Franklin Trotting park, where some 
famous trotting was had, when Dr. Smith managed it in 1866-7, Flora Temple, Fashion, 
Lady Patchen and other noted horses contending. After a few years of use it was 
abandoned, but it has recently been fitted up by Marshall Abbott of Lynn, and several 
trots have taken place the present summer. 
 
The Boynton estate above referred to is divided by a small brook, known as "Bride's 
Brook," which is also the dividing line between Saugus and Revere, and the counties of 
Suffolk and Essex. Tradition asserts that many years ago a couple were married here, 
the groom standing on one side and the bride on the other; hence the name "Bride's 
Brook." 



 
The existence of iron ore used for the manufacturing at the old Iron Works was well 
known, and there have been many who have believed that antimony also exists in large 
quantities in Saugus, but its precise location has as yet not become known to the 
public. 
 
As early as the year 1848, a man by the name of Holden, who was given to field 
searching and prospecting, frequently brought specimens to the late Benjamin F. 
Newhall and solemnly affirmed that he obtained them from the earth and soil within the 
limits of Saugus. Every means was used to induce him to divulge the secret of its 
locality. But Holden was wary and stolidly refused to disclose or share the knowledge of 
the place of the lode with anyone. He averred that he was going to make his fortune by 
it. Detectives were put upon his trail in his roaming about the fields, but he managed to 
elude all efforts at discovery. Being an intemperate man, one cold night after indulging 
in his cups, he was found by the roadside stark and stiff. Many rude attempts and 
imperfect searches have been made upon the assurances of Holden to discover the 
existence of antimony, but thus far in vain, and the supposed suppressed secret of the 
existence of it in Saugus died with him. 
 
"Pirate's Glen" is also within the territory of Saugus, while "Dungeon Rock," another 
romantic locality, described by Alonzo Lewis in his history of Lynn, is just over the line 
in that city. There is a popular tradition that the pirates buried their treasure at the foot 
of a certain hemlock tree in the glen, also the body of a beautiful female. The rotten 
stump of a tree may still be seen, and a hollow beside it, where people have dug in 
searching for human bones and treasure. This glen is highly romantic and is one of the 
places of interest to which all strangers visiting Saugus are conducted, and is invested 
with somewhat of the supernatural tales of Captain Kid and treasure trove. 
 
There is a fine quarry or ledge of jasper located in the easterly part of the town, near 
Saugus River, just at the foot of the conical-shaped elevation known as "Round Hill." 
which Professor Hitchcock, in his last geological survey, pronounced to be the best 
specimen in the state. Mrs. Hitchcock, an artist, who accompanied her husband in his 
surveying tour, delineated from this eminence, looking toward Nahant and Egg Rock, 
which is full in view, and from which steamers may be seen with a glass plainly passing 
in and out of Boston harbor. The scenery and drives about Saugus are delightful, 
especially beautiful is the view and landscape looking from the "Cinder Banks," so-
called, down Saugus river toward Lynn. 
 
 



REPRESENTATIVES FROM SAUGUS SINCE THE TOWN WAS INCORPORATED. 
 
Saugus, (formerly the West Parish of Lynn), was formed in the year 1815, and the town 
was first represented by Mr. Robert Emes in 1816. Mr. Emes carried on morocco 
dressing, his business being located on Saugus river, on the spot now occupied by 
Scott's Flannel Mills. 
 
In 1817-18 Mr. Joseph Cheever represented the town, and again in 1820-21; also, in 
1831-32, and again, for the last time, in 1835. After having served the town seven 
times in the legislature, he seems to have quietly retired from political affairs. 
 
In 1822 Dr. Abijah Cheever was the Representative, and again in 1829-30. The doctor 
held a commission as surgeon in the army at the time of our last war with Great Britain. 
He was a man very decided in his manners, had a will of his own, and liked to have 
people respect it. 
 
In 1823 Mr. Jonathan Makepeace was elected. His business was the manufacture of 
snuff, at the old mills in the eastern part of the town, now owned by Sweetser Brothers, 
and known as the Sweetser Mills. 
 
In 1826-28 Mr. John Shaw was the Representative. 
 
In 1827 Mr. William Jackson was elected. 
 
In 1833-34 Mr. Zaccheus N. Stocker represented the town. Mr. Stocker held various 
offices, and looked very closely after the interests of the town. 
 
In 1837-38 Mr. William W. Boardman was the Representative. He has filled a great 
many offices in the town. 
 
In 1839 Mr. Charles Sweetser was elected, and again in 1851. Mr. Sweetser was largely 
engaged in the manufacture of snuff and cigars. He was a gentleman very decided in 
his opinions, and enjoyed the confidence of the people to a large degree. 
 
In 1840, the year of the great log cabin campaign, Mr. Francis Dizer was elected. 
 
In 1841 Mr. Benjamin Hitchings, Jr., was elected, and in 1842 the town was 
represented by Mr. Stephen E. Hawkes. 
 
In 1843-44 Benjamin F. Newhall, Esq., was the Representative, Mr. Newhall was a man 



of large and varied experience, and held various offices, always looking sharply after 
the real interests of the town. He also held the office of County Commissioner. 
 
In 1845 Mr. Pickmore Jackson was the Representative. He has also held various offices 
in the town, and has since served on the school committee with good acceptance. 
 
In 1846-47 Mr. Sewall Boardman represented the town. 
 
In 1852 Mr. George H. Sweetser was the Representative. Mr. Sweetser has also held a 
seat in our State Senate two years, and filled various town offices. He was a prompt 
and energetic business man, engaged in connection with his brother, Mr. Charles A. 
Sweetser, in the manufacture of snuff and cigars. 
 
In 1853 Mr. John B. Hitching was elected. He has held various offices in the town. 
 
In 1854 the town was represented by Mr. Samuel Hawkes, who has also served in 
several other positions, proving himself a very straightforward and reliable man. 
 
In 1855 Mr. Richard Mansfield was elected. He was for many years Tax Collector and 
Constable, and when he laid his hand on a man's shoulder, in the name of the law, the 
duty was performed in such a good-natured manner that it really did not seem so very 
bad, after all. 
 
In 1856 Mr. William H. Newhall represented the town. He has held the offices of Town 
Clerk and Selectman longer than any other person in town, and is still in office. 
 
In 1857 Mr. Jacob B. Calley was elected. 
 
In 1858 the district system was adopted, and Mr. Jonathan Newhall was elected to 
represent the twenty-fourth Essex District, comprising the towns of Saugus, Lynnfield 
and Middleton. 
 
In 1861 Mr. Harmon Hall represented the District. Mr. Hall is a very energetic business 
man, and has accumulated a very handsome property by the manufacture of boots and 
shoes. He has held various other important positions, and has been standing Moderator 
in all town meetings, always putting business through by daylight. 
 
In 1863 Mr. John Hewlett was elected. He resides in that part of the town called North 
Saugus, and was for a long series of years a manufacturer of snuff and cigars. 
 



In 1864 Mr. Charles W. Newhall was the Representative. 
 
In 1867 Mr. Sebastian S. Dunn represented the District. Mr. Dunn was a dealer in snuff, 
cigars and spices, and is now engaged in farming in Dakota. 
 
In 1870 Mr. John Armitage represented the District--the twentieth Essex--comprising 
the towns of Saugus, Lynnfield, Middleton and Topsfield. He has been engaged in the 
woollen business most of his life; formerly a partner with Pranker & Co. He has also 
held other town offices with great acceptance. 
 
J.B. Calley succeeded Mr. Armitage, it being the second time he had been elected. Otis 
M. Hitchings was the next Representative, a shoe manufacturer, being elected over A.A. 
Scott, Esq., the republican candidate. 
 
Joseph Whitehead was the next Representative from Saugus, a grocer in business. He 
was then and still is Town Treasurer, repeatedly having received every vote cast. J. 
Allston Newhall was elected in 1878 and for several years was selectman. 
 
Albert H. Sweetser was our last Representative, elected in 1882-3, by one of the largest 
majorities ever given in the District. He is a snuff manufacturer, doing business at 
Cliftondale, under the firm of Sweetser Bros., whom he succeeds in business. Saugus is 
entitled to the next Representative in 1885-6. The womb of the future will alone reveal 
his name. 
 
The future of Saugus would seem to be well assured, having frequent trains to and 
from Boston and Lynn, with enlarged facilities for building purposes, especially at 
Cliftondale, where a syndicate has recently been formed, composed of Charles H. Bond, 
Edward S. Kent, and Henry Waite, who have purchased thirty-four acres of land, 
formerly belonging to the Anthony Hatch estate, which, with other adjoining lands are 
to be laid out into streets and lots presenting such opportunities and facilities for 
building as cannot fail to attract all who are desirious of obtaining suburban residences, 
and thus largely add to the taxable property of Saugus and to the prosperity of this 
interesting locality. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Subject: Ancient Saugus & Nahant from "New Englands Prospect" by William Wood of 
Lynn 1633 
Source: History of Lynn, Mass., by Alonzo Lewis & James R. Newhall. Boston, 1865 
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The following description of ancient Saugus and Nahant is extracted from "New 
Englands Prospect," written this year 1633, by William Wood of Lynn, and which he 
says was under-taken, "because there hath been many scandalous and false reports 
past upon the country, even from the sulphurous breath of every base ballad monger." 
 
p.144 
 
"The next plantation is Saugus, sixe miles northeast from Winnesimet. This towne is 
pleasant for situation, seated in the bottom of the Bay, which is made on one side with 
the surrounding shore, and on the other with a long, sandy Beach. 
 
"This sandy beach is two miles long at the end, whereon is a neck of land called 
Nahant. It is sixe miles in circumference, well wooded with Oakes, Pines and Cedars. It 
is beside, well watered, having beside the fresh springs, a great Pond in the middle, 
before which is a spacious marsh. In the necke is store of good ground, fit for the plow; 
but for the present it is only used for to put young cattle in, and weather goates and 
swine, to secure them from the wolves; a few posts and rayles, from the low water 
markes to the shore, keepes out the wolves and keepes in the cattle. One Blacke 
William, an Indian duke, out of his generosity, gave this place in generall to this 
plantation of Saugus, so that no other can appropriate it to himselfe. 
 
"Upon the South side of the Sandy Beach, the Sea beateth, which is a true 
prognostication to presage stormes and foule weather, and the breaking up of the frost. 
For when a storme hath been, or is likely to be, it will roare like Thunder, being heard 
sixe miles; and after stormes, casts up great stores of great clammes, which the 
Indians, taking out of their shells, carry home in baskets. On the north side of this Bay 
is two great marshes, which are made two by a pleasant river, which runnes between 
them. Northward up this river goes great store of Alewives, of which they make good 
red herrings; insomuch that they have been at charges to make them a wayre, and a 
herring house to dry these herrings in; the last year were dried some four or five Last 
(150 barrels) for an experiment, which proved very good; this is like to prove a great 
inrichment to the land, being a staple commodity in other Countries, for there be  
such innumerable companies in every river, that I have seen ten thousand taken in two 
houres, by two men, without any weire at all saving a few stones to stop their passage 
up the river. 
 



"There likewise come store of basse, which the English and Indians catch with hooke 
and line,some fifty or three score at a tide. At the mouth of this river runnes up a  
great creeke into that great marsh, which is called Rumney Marsh, which is four miles 
long and two miles broad, halfe of it being marsh ground, and halfe upland grasse, 
without tree or bush; this marsh is crossed with divers creekes, wherein lye great store 
of geese and duckes. There be convenient ponds, for the planting of duck coyes. Here 
is likewise belonging to this place, divers fresh meddowes which afford good grasse; 
and foure spacious ponds like little Lakes wherein a good store of fresh fish, within a 
mile of the towne; out of which runnes a curious fresh brooke that is seldom frozen, by 
reason of the warmnesse of the water; upon this stream is built a water milne, and up 
this river come smelts and frost fish, much bigger than a gudgeon. For wood there is no 
want, there being store of good oakes, walnut, cedar, aspe and elme. The ground is 
very good, in many places without trees, and fit or the plough. 
 
In this place is more English tillage than in all New England and Virginia besides; which 
proved as well as could be expected; the corn being very good, especially the barley, 
rye and oates. 
 
"The land affordeth to the inhabitants as many varieties as any place else, and the sea 
more; basse continuing from the middle of April to Michaelmas (Sept. 29), which stayes 
not half that time in the Bay (Boston Harbor;) besides here is a great deal of rock cod a 
macrill, from one end of the sandy beach to the other; which the inhabitants have 
gathered up in wheelbarrows. The Bay which lyeth before the towne, at a lowe spring 
tyde will be all flatts for two miles together; upon which is great store of muscle bankes 
and clam bankesand lobsters amongst the rockes and grassie holes. 
 
"These flatts make it unnavigable for shippes; yet at high water, great boates, 
loiters,(lighters) and pinaces of 20 and 30 ton, may saile up to the plantation; but they 
need have a skilful pilote, because of many dangerous rockes and foaming breakers, 
that lye at the mouth of that Bay. The very aspect of the place is fortification enough to 
keepe off an unknown enemie; yet it may be fortified at little charge, being but few  
landing places thereabout, and those, obscure." 
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