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18. HERITAGE ASSETS 
A number of heritage assessments were done for parts of the study area, mostly by private developers or property owners such as by 
Standard Bank and Johannesburg Land Company (JLC). 

18.1 CULTURAL HERITAGE 

In a way the study area of this Urban Development Framework was the “cradle of Johannesburg”. This is where the first gold diggings 
started and where the first diggers initially settled. The area is therefore very rich in historical sites, although – unfortunately, but 
understandably – there are much less preserved historical structures (buildings). 

The planning and design of this precinct represents an opportunity to memorialise the historic sites and to protect, reutilise and 
contextualise the remaining historic buildings. 

The known cultural heritage elements within the study area include: 

• The location of the Ferreira’s Camp, i.e. the area bounded by Commissioner, Ferreira, Alexander and Frederick Streets, 
named after Col. Ignatius P. Ferreira who maintained law and order among the diggers during the first days after the 
discovery of gold. 

• The location of the Ferreira’s wagon (apparently in the vicinity of the Wesleyan Girls Hostel) 
• Ferreira’s Mine stope preserved within the Standard Bank precinct as one of Johannesburg’s first sub-surface digging 

mines. 
• A number of structures on the Ussher site that are currently being evaluated. 
• St. Alban’s Mission Church founded in 1898 to serve the local Coloured Anglican community, designed by F.L.H. Fleming. 

The forced removal of the congregation in 1960s threatened the survival of the church, but in 1960 the offices of the diocese 
were located here under Bishop Leslie Stradling, who was then followed by Bishops Timothy Bavin, Desmond Tutu and 
Duncan Buchanan. St. Alban’s served as the Diocesan offices until 1987. 
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St. Alban’s Mission Church 

 
• Chancellor House in Fox Street, across the 

Magistrates Court where Nelson Mandela’s 
office was when he practiced as a lawyer (It 
should be noted that the building possesses 
little, if any, architectural or aesthetic 
importance. Nevertheless it is deemed to be 
of historical significance because it was 
where Nelson Mandela and Oliver Tambo 
had their first law practice. This warrants its 
conservation or at least the commemoration 
of this association with the site). 

• A number of other locations/sites and 
structures/buildings as identified in the 
History Report on Ferreirastown by Liz 
Delmont in November 2008 (see Figure 67 
below). 
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Figure 67: Heritage resources - historical sites or buildings (source: Liz Delmont, 2008) 




