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38th World Championships

Group G ESP 1SR BUL ISL PUR  JAM Matches Place
Spain ESP - 1-3 0-3 3-0 3-0 3-0 3-2 3
Israel ISR 3-1 - 0-3 3-0 3-0 3-0 4-1 2
Bulgaria BUL 3-0 3-0 - 3-0 3-0 3-0 5-0 1
Iceland ISL 0-3 0-3 0-3 - 0-3 0-3 0-5 6
Puerto Rico PUR 0-3 0-3 0-3 3-0 - 3-0 2-3 4
Jamaica JAM 0-3 0-3 0-3 3-0 0-3 - 1-4 5
Group H ITA SCO BRA JER SRl ECU Matches Place
Italy, IAT - 3-0 3-1 3-0 3-0 3-0 5-0 1
Scotland sco 0-3 - 0-3 3-2 3-0 3-0 3-2 3
Brazil BRA 1-3 3-0 - 3-0 3-0 3-0 4-1 2
Jorsey JER 0-3 2-3 0-3 - 2-3 0-3 0-5 6
Sri Lanka SRi 0-3 0-3 0-3 3-2 - 3-2 2-3 4
Ecuador ECU »3 0-3 0-3 3-0 2-3 - 1-4 [}
Category 3: Group E-H: March 31 {Sunday): Places 32-56: Stage 2
Places Tirme Match No  Table ASSOCIATION Score
16.00 2196 10 E1 (NGR) F2  (GRE) 0-3
32-39 16.00 2197 11 E2 {NOR) F1 {IRL) 3-1
18.30 2198 9  G1{BUL) H2  (BRA 3-0
Bullentin no 105 18.30 2199 18 G2 (ISR} H1 (ITA) 0-3
20.30 2200 19 E3 (TUR) F4  (CoL) 3-1
40-47 18.30 2201 19 E4 (MLT) F3 (WAL 0-3
18.30 2202 20 G3 (ESP) H4 (SR 3-0
Bulentin no 109 18.30 2203 21 G4 (PUR) H3  {sCO) 3-0
18.30 2204 22 E5 {LIB) F6  [VEN) 1-3
48-55 18.30 2205 23 E6 (ZIM) F5  (POR) 0-3
18.30 2206 24 Gb (JAM) H6  (JER) 1-3
Bullentin no 106 18.30 2207 26 G6 (ISL) H6  (ECU} 0-3
Group E-H: April 1 {(Monday): Places 32-55: Stage 3
Places Time Match No Table ASSOCIATION Score
32-35 11.16 2208 19 Winner E1/F2  (NGR) Winner G1/H2  {BUL)
Bullentin no 127 14.30 2209 13 Winner E2/F1  (NOR) Winner G2/H1 ~ (ITA)
36-39 1430 2210 14 Loser £1/F2 (GRE} Loser G1/H2 (BRA}
Bullentin no 127 14.30 2211 15 Loser E2/F1 {IRL}) Loser G2/H1 (ISR}
40-43 1430 2212 1 Winner E3/F4  (TUR) Winner G3/H4  [ESP)
Bullentin no 128 14,30 2213 2 Winner E4/F3 {WAL) Winner G4/H3  (PUR)
44-47 11.30 2214 20 Loser E3/F4 {coy Loser G3/H4 (SRI)
Bullentin no 128 11.30 22156 21 Lloser E4/F3 (MLT) Loser G4/H3 {SCO)
48-51 11.30 2216 22 winner E6/F6  (VEN) Winner G5/H6  (JER)
Bullentin no 120 11.30 2217 23 Winner E6/F5  (POR) Winner G6/R5  (ECU)
52-55 11.30 2218 24 Loser E5/F6 LIB) Loser G5/H6 (JAM)
Bullentin no 120 11.30 2218 25 Loser E6/F5 Zim) Loser G6/H5 {1sL)
Category 3: Group E-H: April 2 {Tuesday): Places 32-55: Stage 4
Places Time Match NoTable ASSOCIATION Score
32-33 Winner match no 2208 Winner match no 2209
Bullentin no 152 14.30 2231 11 Bulgaria (BUL}  haly (It 3-1
34-35 Loser match no 2208 Loser match no 2209
Bullentin no 152 14.30 2230 10 Nigeria (NGR)  Norway (NOR} 1-3
36-37 Winner match no 2210 Winner match no 2211
Bullentin no 152 14.30 2229 9 Brazil (BRA}  Israel (ISR} 3-2
38-39 Loser match no 2210 Loser match no 2211
Bulientin no 152 14.30 2228 8 Greece (GRE}  Ireland (IRLY 1-3
40-41 Winner match no 2212 Winner match no 2213
Bullentin no 1563 14.30 2227 7 Turkey (TUR} Wales (WAL 3-2
42-43 Loser match no 2212 Loser match no 2213
Bullentin no 153 11.15 2226 25 Spain ~ (ESP)  Puerto Rico (PUR) 3-0
44-45 Winner match no 2214 Winner match no 2215
Bullentin no 153 11.15 2225 24 Colombia (COL)  Scotland {SCO 1-3
46-47 Loser match no 2214 Loser match no 2215
Builentin no 153 11.156 2224 23 Sri Lanka (SRI) Malta {MLT) 3-0
Winner match no 2216 Winner match no 2217
Builentin no 146 11.15 2223 22 Jersey {JER) porugal (POR) 0-3
Winner match no 2216 Winner match no 2217
Bullentin no 146 11.15 2222 21 Venezuela (VEN)  Ecuador (ECU} 0-3
Winner match no 2218 Winner match no 2219
Bullentin no 146 11.15 2221 20 Jamaica (JAM)  Iceland isLy  3-1
Loser match no 2218 Loser match no 2219
Bullentin no 146 2220 Lebanon {L8) Zimbahwe (ZIMy  3-1
INDIVIDUAL RECORDS
Swaythling Cup
ENGLAND
Douglas Prean  Cooke Andrew Sandley Conceded F A Opponents
11 1-2 1-2 1-0 4 5 France
3-0 2-0 0-2 5 2 India
2-0 11 2-0 5 1 Denmark
2-1 2-1 0-3 4 5 Japan
3-0 2-1 0-2 5 3 ltaly
1-1 0-2 0-2 1 5 Sweden
2-1 1-2 0-2 3 5 Yugoslavia
2-0 1-1 5 1 Hong Kong
0-1 0-2 0-2 0 5 Korea R.
15-3 12-9 a4-7 0-9 0-4 1-0 32 32

10

IRELAND
Slevin Kelly Maeneally F A Opponents
0-2 0-2 0-1 [o] 5  Bulgaria
2-0 0-3 0-2 2 5  Yemen AR.
3-0 0-2 0-3 3 5  Luxembourg
3-0 0-3 0-2 3 5  Turkey
2-0 1-1 2-0 5 1 Maita
3-0 1-2 1-2 5 4 Libya
2-0 1-0 2-0 5 0 Papua N.
G.
2-0 2-0 1-1 5 T Jersey
3-0 2-1 0-2 5 3 Trinidad & T
20-2 7-14 6-13 33 29
SCOTLAND
Hannah Yule Mcliroy Broe F A Opponents
241 1-2 0-2 3 5  Switzerland
1-2 1-1 0-2 2 5 Finland
241 1-2 1-2 4 5 Netherlands
1-1 0-2 0-2 1 5 Chinese Taipei
1-1 0-2 0-2 1 5 Fed Germany
0-2 0-1 0-2 0 5 Belgium
3-0 1-2 - 4 5  Norway
3-0 1-2 1-2 5 4 Pakistan
13-B 5-12 1-9 1-10 20 39
WALES
Griffiths N. Thomas Tyler M. Thomas F A Opponents
3-0 241 0-2 5 3 lsrael
0-2 0-2 0-1 0 5 Austria .
0-1 Q-2 0-2 0 5 Nigeria
0-1 0-2 0-2 O 5 Soviet Union
0-3 2-1 2-1 4 5 Indonesia
2-1 1-2 0-2 3 5 Australia
1-2 0-2 2-1 3 5 Brazit
0-2 0-1 0-2 0 5 Switzerland
3-0 2-0 0-2 5 2 indonesia
9-8 0-9 9-13 2-10 20 40
MARCEL CORBILLON CUP
ENGLAND
Gordon  Witt L. Bellinger LB/Witt J. Bellinger/JB F A Opponents
0-2 1-1 1-0 2 3 Soviet Union
2-0 1-1 0-1 3 2 Belgium
1-1 2-0 0-1 3 2 Sweden
0-1 0-1 0-1 0 3 China
1-1 1-1 1-0 3 2 Yugoslavia
0-1 0-1 0-1 0 3 Korea R.
0-1 0-1 0-1 0 3 Hungary
0-1 2-0 1-0 3 1 Romania
1-1 2-0 0-1 3 2 France
5-6 0-4 9-5 1-2 2-4 17 21
IRELAND
Leonard Cheevars Cheevers/Leonard F A Opponents
2-0 0-1 1-0 3 1 Wales
1-0 1-0 1-0 3 0 Greece
1-0 1-0 1-0 3 0 Portugal
1-0 1-0 1-0 3 0 Venezuela
1-0 1-0 1-0 3 0 Colombia
0-2 0-1 1-0 1 3 Norway
0-2 0-1 1-0 1 3 lsreel
6-4 4-3 7-0 17 7
SCOTLAND
Smith Joh /Smith Conceded F A Opponents
0-1 0-1 0-1 0 3 Brazl
1-0 1-0 1-0 3 O Ecuador
1-1 1-1 1-0 3 2 Jersey
1-0 1-0 1-0 3 O Srilanka
0-1 0-1 0-1 0 3 ltaly
03 0 3 Puerto Rico
1-0 1-0 1-0 3 0 Maha
4-3 4-3 4-2 03 12 1
WALES
Tyler Cain-Williams Cain-Williams/Tyler F A Opponents
1-1 0-1 0-1 1 3 ireland
2-0 0-1 -0 3 1 Colombia
1-0 1-0 1-0 3 0 Venezuela
11 0-2 1-0 2 3 Greece
1-0 1-0 1-0 3 0 Portugal
1-0 1-0 1-0 3 0 Malta
2-0 0-1 1-0 3 1 Puerto Rico
9-2 3-5 61 18 8



International News

SWAYTHLING CUP

Final Positions
(Previous positions in brackets)

. CHINA (1)
. Sweden (2)
. Poland (12}
Japan (5}
. Korea DPR (6}
. Yugoslavia {9)
. Czechoslovakia (10)
. France (8}

9. Korea R (7)

10. England (4)

11. Hong Kong (17}
12. India (18)

13. Hungary (3)

14. U.S.A (13)

15. Denmark (14)
16. Italy (11}

17. Federal Germany (15)
18. Chinese Taipei (-}
19. Soviet Union (186)
20. Nigeria (19)
21. Austria {27)
22. lsrael {26}
23. Finland (22)
24. Belgium (34)
25. Netherlands {23)
26. Brazil (33)
27. NorwaY (20)
28. Australia (24)
29. Pakistan (28)
30. Switzerland 129)»
31. Wales (30)
32. Indonesia {21)
33. Scotland (25)
34. Bulgaria {-)
35. Canada (41)
36. Turkey (-}
37. Chile {)
38. New Zealand (37)
39. Malaysia {31)
40. Spain (38)
41. Singapore {35)
42. Greece (-}
43. Egypt {32}
44. Saudi Arabia (44)
45. Luxembourg (36)
486. Yemen A.R. (43)
47. Ecuador (-)
48. Portugal (+)
49. Lebanon (55}
50. Jamaica (-)
51. lreland (-}
52. Libya (53}
53. Trinidad & Tobago (-)
54. Cyprus (-}
55. Puerto Rico ()-
56. Iceland (-}
57. Jersey (-
58. Costa Rica (-)
59. Colombia {52)
60. Malta {48)
61. Palestine {-)
62. Venezuela {46)
63. Zimbabwe {-)
64. Faroe Islands {-}
65. Papua New Guinea (-
66. Bermuda (-}

W NOU s WN =

The following countries which Par-
ticipated in Tokyo did not do so in
Gothenburg:

Dominican Republic {39)
Cuba (40)

Thailand {42}

Argentina (45}
Philippines {47}

Macao {49)

Guatemala (50)
Morocco (51}

El Salvador (54)

MARCEL CORBILLON CUP

Final Positions
(Previous positions in brackets)

CHINA (1)
Korea DPR (3}
Korea R (5)
Netherlands (8)
Soviet Union (4)
Hungary (9)
Japan (2)
Czechoslovakia (6)
England {7)
France {14)
Romania {11)

SowONI U A LN =

12. Sweden {12)
13. Hong Kong (17)
14. Federal Germany {10}
15. Yugoslavia (13)
16. Belgium {18)
17. Chinese Taipei (-}
18. Canada (22)
19. India {26}

20. Austna {18)

21. Poland (19)

22. Finland {15)

23. Australia {29)
24. Indonesia {21)
25. Denmark (24)
26. Luxembourg (28)
27. New Zealand (23}
28. U.S.A. (20)

29. Switzerland {33)
30. Malaysia {30)
31. Singapore (27)
32. Bulgaria {-)

33. laly (31}

34. Norway (35)
35. Nigeria {-)

36. Brazil {-}

37. Israel {39)

38. freland {32)
39. Greece {-)

40. Turkey {-}

41. Wales {-)

42. Spain (38)

43. Puerto Rico (-)
44. Scotland (42}
45. Colombia (41)
48. Sri Lanka {-)
47. Malta {-}

48. Portugal {-

49. Jersey (-)

50. Ecuador {-)

51. Venezuela (45)
52. Jamaica {-)

53. Iceland (-}

54. Lebanon {43)
55. Zimbabwe (44)

The following countries which par-
ticipated in Tokyo did not do so in
Gothenburg:

Macao (26}

Thailand (34)

Cuba (36)

Dominican Republic (37)
Philippines {40}
Guatemala (486)
Argentina {47)

TRANSATLANTIC
1985 WORLDS
By Malcolm R. Anderson

The U.S. men were in Group A,
Category 1 - not an easy group! We
lost to China 5-0, to the People’s
Republic of Korea 5-0, to the
Republic of Korea 5-1 (Ricky
Seemiller d. Park Ji Hyun 17, 14),
to Poland 5-1 (Eric Boggan d.
Kucharski -5, 15, 24). We did
have some close matches.

Czechoslovekia

Rick Seemiller lost to Pansky -19, -17.

Eric Boggan d. V. Broda 19, 9.

Dan Seemiller lost to Orlowski 18, -19. -15
Boggan lost to Pansky -19. -19.

R. Seemiller lost to Orlowski -19. -10.

D. Seemiller d. Broda 14, 10

Boggan d. Orlowski 19, 19.

D. Seemiller d. Pansky 13, 19.

R. Seemilier lost to Broda -16. -14.
Hungery

Brian Masters d. Takacs 22, -9, 19.
Boggan lost to Kriston -1B, 19, -15.
Semiller lost to Klampar -9, -20.

Boggan d. Takacs 14, -20. 6.

Masters lost to Klampar -8, -7.

Seemiller d. Kriston 16, -11, 19

Boggan d. Kiampar 18, 8.

Seemiller lost tc Takacs -19. 19, -19 (The last game
was 12-all, then 13-20. Dan missed his own serve at
19-201)

Masters lost to Kriston -15, 20, -B.

Hong Kong

Sean O'Neill lost to Chan Kong Wah -9, -18.
R. Seemiller lost to Vong lu Veng -14. -13.
Masters lost to Lo Chuen Chung -14, -15.
Seemiller d. Chan 16, -15, 18.

O'Neill lost to Lo -9. -15. {4-1 down}
Masters d. Vong 20, -15, 15.

Seemiller d. Lo -11, 16, 19.

Masters d. Chan 21, -18, 18.

O'Neill d. Vong 14, -11, 16.

We won one!l!ll Hong Kong had
wins over Hungary and Republic of
Korea, so they finished 7th.in the
group, we were 8th.

Our first crossover opponent, to
determine who would stay in
Category 1, was ltaly:

D. Seemiller d. Bisi 17, 15.

Boggan d. Nanonni 17, 18.

Masters lost to Costantini 23, -13. -15
Boggan d. Bisi 14, 13.

Seemiller lost to Costantini 18, -15, -15.
Boggan d. Bisi 14, 13.

Seemiller [ost to Costantini 18, -15, -15.
Masters d. Nanonni 13, 19.

Boggan lost to Costantini -12. -8
Masters lost to Bisi 18, -20. -9.
Seemiller d. Nanonni 12. 12.

We stayed up!!!!

In the final match we lost to
Hungary (who had to beat Denmark
to stay up!) 5-1, finishing 14th -
same as 1983.

The U.S. women were in Group C,
Category 2. We lost to Austria 1-3,
Indonesia 2-3 and to Australia 1-3,
and won 3 matches beating
Switzerland (3-1) New Zealand
(3-0) and India (3-0).

We ended in a three way tie with
Australia and Indonesia for 3-5th,
so we finished 5th.

Our first crossover match was
against Denmark:

Lisa Gee d. Susanne Pedersen -15, 17, 17.

Lan Vuong lost to Charlotte Polk -16, -16.
Vuong/Gee lost to Dorthe Hauth/Polk 11, -11, -14
Vuong d. Pedersen -18, 16, 14.

Gee lost to Polk -14, -15.

Our final match was against New
Zealand, again. This also happened
in 1981, when we beat them the
first time, lost the second time.
History repeats:

Lisa Gee lost to Jan Morris -23, 18, -13
Takako Trenholme d. Kadia Rice 13. 10
Trenholme/Jin Na d. Morris/Rice 8. 16.
Trenholme lost to Morris -17, 14, -14.
Gee lost to Rice -16. 16, -18.

Our girls finished 28th, down from
20th last time - quite good for 4
girls all playing in their first World
Championships.

Individual Results

Men's Singles Qualifications:

Masters d. Ulica (ECU) -10, 19, 18; lost to
Teekavirakit {THA) -19, -10.

R. Seemiller d. Heimy (EGY} B, 15; d. Vong lu Veng
(HKG) 19. 14; d. Kovac (YUG} 12. -16. 10 to reach
the first round.

Men's Singles

D. Seemiller d. Parietti (FRA} 5. 18, 14: lostto KimKi
Taek [KOR) =17, -12, -21.

O'Neill lost to Rosskopf (FRG) -20. -18, -13.

R. Seemillerlost to Kucharski (POL)-10.15,-15,-14.
E. Boggand. Grman(TCH) 17,-18.13,-13. 156 lost
10 Musa {(NGR} -18. -10, 16, -8.

W, ‘s Singles Qualificati

Trenholme d. Davy (JER) 7. 9; lost to Wiktorsson
(SWE) -20. -14.

Gee d. Fernandes (POR) 11, 16: lost to Kohne (JAP)
-12,-11

Woman's Singles:

JinNad. Louka (GRE)-15, 11, 20, 8; lost to Popova
(URS) 7. 18, 9.

Lan Vuong lost to Baura(IND)-18, 12,11, -20, -18.

It was a very nicely run World
Championships in every way except
for the weather - it either rained or
snowed every day.

ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS
ASSOCIATION

NATIONAL COACH

The English Table Tennis Associ-
ation is seeking to appoint a
National Coach to be based initially
in the Midlands area. Candidates
should ideally possess an E.T.T.A.
Coaching qualification plus a
practical knowledge of modern
fitness training methods.

The duties of a National Coach
include the organisation of general
coaching within the ET.T.A.
Coaching Scheme and supervision
of training for leading senior and
junior players.

Salary is negotiable but will be
according to age and experience.

Application forms are available
from the E.T.T.A. office and should
be submitted to the General
Secretary, E.T.T.A., 21 Claremont,
Hastings, East Sussex TN34 1HF
by 21st June 1985. Envelopes to
be marked "COACH".

| am collecting different makes
of table tennis balls. | have got
200 yet. Who can help me to
extend my collection? | can also
exchange table tennis balls.
Please write to: Hans Wouters,
Hulstrand 6, 3203 An
Apijkenisse, Holland .

BADGES

Quality Sew-0n
Minimum 20

For friendly efficient
service contact:

S. A. CORY & CO.
LTD.

Glengarriff,
Co. Cork, Eire.

Telephone:
010 35327 63159

1
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ITTF RULE
CHANGES 1985

By Colin Clemett,
Chairman ITTF Rules
Committee

Vice Chairman (Competitions)
ETTA

With so many rule change pro-
posals on the Agenda of the
BGM it is, perhaps, surprising
that such a small proportion of
them were successful. Of those
that were accepted, many con-
cern solely the organisation and
management of the ITTF and
there are only a few that will have
any direct effect on play. Further-
more, the most important of these
does not come into operation
until 1st July 1986 so thatin the
coming season it may be difficult
to detect that any significant
changes have occurred.

| am referring here, of course,
to the new regulation concerning
the colour of racket coverings.
From the start of the 1986-87
season the existing regulation
will be modified so that only two
colours will be allowed, black
and bright red. Although the
present rule has worked reason-
ably well there have been some
problems through varying inter-
pretations of the requirement for
the two sides of the racket to be
“of clearly - different colours”.
The directives issued by the ITTF
Council a year ago went some
way towards ensuring a more
consistent application but the
new principle should be much
simpler for everyone. The year's
delay that has been allowed, to
enable existing stocks of rubber
to be used up, will also allow the
Equipment committee to estab-
lish a proper definition of the
permitted range of reds, based
on some internationally accep-
ted standard such as the Munsell
or CIE systems. The current view

is that, if the colour can be
controlled properly at the manu-
facturing stage, it should not be
necessary for umpires and refer-
ees to be supplied with colour
charts to check rackets in the
playing area. However, should
some control be found necessary,
it is hoped that a very simple
colour card could be produced
that would allow officials to
determine quickly whether or not
a particular colour is within the
acceptable range. Like the pre-
sent colour regulation, this will
apply mandatorily to World, Con-
tinental and Open International
Championships and it will be for
each Association to decide how
far the rule is extended to other
event sunder its control.

There are also to be modifi-
cations of the clothing regu-
lations, where the BGM clearly
wished to see some liberalisation
of the present restrictions. The
difficulty lies in devising regu-
lations which will allow some
individuality in design without
detracting from the presentation
of the sport and without intro-
ducing any features which could
affect an opponent unfairly. Al-
though the details of the wording
have not yet been finally agreed
the general principles have been
established. There will still be a
single background colour but it
will be allowed to include very
fine stripes in a contrasting colour
other than white; there will be
limits on the width of the stripes
and on the distance between
them so that the apparent uni-
formity of the background colour
is not unduly disturbed. At the
same time the opportunity is
being taken to clarify the defin-
itions of “trimming”’ on collars
and sleeves and to specify the
limited extent to which white
can be used on these parts of a
playing shirt.

There is to be a change to the
seeding regulations for open

tournaments, where the require-
ment to separate in the draw all
players from the same Association
iIs to be extended through all
rounds. At present, only the top
eight singles players from each
Association are so separated and
all other players from that
Association are protected only
against meeting in the first
round.T his will give tournament
organisers slightly more work in
carrying out the draw but will
eliminate the risk of two players
from an Association travelling a
long way to an international tour-
nament only to find that they
have to play against each other
in, say, the second round. In
many Associations this rule is
already applied, often to separ-
ate players from the same district
or club, so that there should be
ample experience of applying
the principle. If necessary, the
ITTF will review the Technical
Leaflet on the conduct of a draw
to reflect the new requirement
and it is hoped that it will soon
be possible to publish a new
version of the Handbook for
Competition Organisers dealing
with all the complexities of the
draw procedure.

The final change, as far as
tournament players are concerned
is that the former limit of 1250
Swiss francs on the prize money
that can be won has been re-
moved altogether, and prizes may
be of any wvalue in money or
goods. Those who are interested
in retaining their Olympic eligi-
bility should note, however, that
a proposal to raise the limit of
prize money that can be accepted
without specific ITTF recogni-
tion of a competition was
defeated and the level up to
which automatic recognition is
given remains at 1250 Swiss
francs. W hat this means is that,
where an organiser wishes to
offer prizes above this value, he
should apply to the ITTF

Secretary-General for the event
to be formally recognised; if per-
mission is granted, as it normally
will be, a small percentage fee is
payable. Under the terms of I0C
recognition players may then
accept prizes up to the agreed
value without in any way preju-
dicing their eligibility for events
heid under the auspices of the
10C or of any National Olympic.
Committee. It should be noted
that it is not compulsory for an
organiser to seek ITTF recogni-
tion of his tournament, whatever
the value of the prizes, and it is
entirely the responsibility of
players to make sure that any
prizes they accept above the
value of 1250 Swiss francs have
been properly authorised.

The next BGM is due to be
held in 1987, in New Delhi, and
that will be the last opportunity
forrule changes before the 1988
Olympic Games. It will be interes-
ting to see whether the desire to
avoid contentiousness will dis-
courage the submission of drastic
changes in the season immedi-
ately before the Games. Con-
sidering how few of this year's
many proposals were successful,
it could be that table tennis is
about to experience a long period
of stability in Laws and Regul-
ations. If so, it will be even more
important than before for players
and officials to work together to
ensure that the Laws and Regu-
lations that we have are consis-
tently and fairly applied for the
benefit of the sport.

This article first appeared in
The Table Tennis Report pub-
lished by Tamasu Co. Ltd.,
Tokyo, Japan and reproduced in
this magazine by kind agree-
ment with Mr. Hikosuke
Tamasu, the publisher. Ed.

NEWS FROM HUNGARY

EUROPE CLUB CUP
OF CHAMPIONS

AZS Gdansk of Poland became
the champion men'’s club of Europe
when, on Aprii 13, 85 in Budapest
they beat the Hungarian club
champions, Vasutas SC 5-3, in
front of 500 .spectators.

Leszel Kucharski led the way for

Gdansk winning his three sets
supported by Andrzej Grubba
whose only loss was to Janos
Takacs. Scores:

Kucharski by Nozicska 19,-20,17; btTakacs 21, 13;
bt Gergely 10, -19, 17.

Grubba bt Nozicska 2. -18. 10; lostto Takacs 8. -19.
-19: bt Gergely -22. 18. 14.

Jakubowicz lost to Takacs -16, -14: lost to Gergely
11.-18. -19.

On April 19 Statisztika Petofi,
for the 15th time. won the

counterpart women's cham-
pionship with a 5-1 win over Tolnai
Voros Lobogo in  an all-
Hungarian final but due to the
lack of interest in women's play
in Budapest only 150 people
witnessed  what  was  prior
considered to be an easy ride for
the champions. Scores:

Z. Olah bt |. Bolvari 19. 6: bt K. Bolvari 10, 1B.

Fazekas bt K. Bolvari 7, 18; bt Balogh 9, 12,
G. Szabo bt . Bolvari 17, 14: lost to Balogh -14,

HONOUR

In recognition of his 40 years as an
officer of the Hungarian TT
Association, Dr. Gyorgy Lakatos,
President of the ETTU and Deputy
President of the Hungarian TTA,
was the recent recipient of an award
presented by the Hungarian Sport
and Physical Education Office.

Derbyshire’s Alan Cooke, winner of the top 2-Star men’s singles prize (£E300) at the Newcastle Evening Chronicle Northumberland

COVER PICTURE

Open at Cramlington Leisure Centre on April 27/85.

ETTA Diploma Coach, Hathersage, Derbyshire.

Photo by Neil T. Houghton,
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Counties Round-Up

moved into the second division.
Neither Bert Fretwell nor the Team
Captains could write the names of
the players at least once, fully, on
the score sheet. | therefore have less
to write about. Perhaps Bert will
oblige during next season.

GOOD COUNTY WINS

PHIL ASPINALL & STEVEN
BEVAN over Bill Bridgeman and
Dave Hanney, respectively....
DARREN GRIFFIN punished
Graham Toole 7 and 16....JANET
PARKER/BRENDA LEE made it the
third against Leanne Harman/
Samantha Scott-Pawson.... Ray
Hughes  stretched = RODNEY
THOMAS to three....The magni-
ficent PAUL WHITING scalped
Adrian Moore and Phil Smith....In
the Kent/Essex Seniors
2A  match, the lovely TINA
STEWART and ANDREW ‘En-

gaged’ DODD, outmanoeuvred
Yvette Brown and John Dennison of
Essex in the singles....JULIE

FORSTER and MARTIN KIN-
SELLA very punishing against Ann
Walker and Paul Griffiths, respec-
tively.... MELONIE CAREY must
have been very sharp in her 11 and
9 treatment of Alison Clemens
...JOY BATTEN finally landed Pat
Baldwin in the third, in the
Dorset/I.O.W. spectacle....JOHN
TAYLOR chopped to pieces both
Neil Harris, 7, 16 and Arthur
Chilvers of Oxfordshire, 12 and 18
....KEITH SAMUELS made lan
Doughty and David_ Sharp look
rather dull....Lewis Sikett exper-
ienced great difficulty with IAIN
RANDELL & GRAEME McKIM of
Northants....| understand that the
lovely JULIE DIMMOCK push-
pushed off Lynda Reid....Trevor
Bunn nearly topped Paul Amos, but
MARTIN STEVENSON did....The
adorable ANGELA MITCHELL ex-
celled herself by 9 and 8 over Linda
The Legs Kowalski....RICHARD
& MARTIN STEVENSON of
Norfolk read Richard Venner's
combination bat like a book....
JULIAN WHEEL of Cambridgeshire
was magnificent in finishing against
Steve Holloway and Farhat Rasul of
Surrey....DAVID CARSE struggled
against Andrew Taylor....JULIE
HOPE, a fine result over Lynne
Harnden, but it was not easy....
PAUL PESCE’'S \victory over
Adrian Sainsbury was the only
success for Essex 3rd Juniors

against DEVON. Well done, Paul....
TIM HOLDER of Worcestershire
was successful against Dominic
OFlynn and Paul Knight of
Oxfordshire on 23rd March, when
the match was supervised by
DOUG ‘The Dapper MOSS,
with assistance from Umpire
STUART RICHARDSON...
GAVIN BLACK made it in the third
against both Jeff Turner and Mark
Farrow, when Bedfordshire crushed
Gwent Juniors 10-0....The too-shy
looking SIMON PHILLIPS and the
littte  more extroverted PETER
BURGESS-ALLEN, were the only
victors for Surrey when they were
shown a few tricks in SOMERSET'S
8-2 win....HENRY BUISTS
despatching of Derek Schofield
and Peter D’Arcy must have
been a great spectacle....
WALLY ALLANSON lost to RAY
LUSH of Hampshire, but shortly
afterwards, he simply crushed
Fred Kershaw 9 and 9. IVY
KERSHAW then brought back a
little smile on Fred's face, after she
defeated Pam Spooner of Berkshire
in straight games. In this match at
Sonning Common, ROBIN LOCK-
WOOD, JOHN FREEMAN &
PETER PARBERY were the offici-
aldom....JOYCE COOP - a multi-
talented lady, appears to have been
instrumental in Dorset's “white-
washing” of Wiltshire, and also
refereeing in the same match....Ina
Veterans 3B TED CRAMER did well
to beat John Harvey 9 and 14,
while in  the Mixed, PAT
PEARCE/DAVE DEVINE fought off
Ann Abraham/John Harvey with
-20, 18, 18. Unfortunately, in this
Hampshire/Sussex meeting  at
Portsmouth, in the last set, Ted
Cramer had a walkover as Ken Giles
of Hampshire retired hurt. We hope
that Kenisnow O.K....MIKE OXLEY
& BASIL THOMPSON triumphed
over Dennis  Joyce....JOHN
BRIGHT outshone Bunny Ellisby 7
and 14. Infact, it was so bright, did
Bunny not see the light? By the
way, folks, rumour is strong
that the National League is
losing its grip. If this proves
factual, expect a big return to
the County Championships,
eventually. As a matter of
additional interest, as | have
not yet been able to finalise my
plans for August onwards, | do
not know if | will be able to write for
you next season. Keep well and
Good Luck!

ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION
COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS

Final Tables Season 1984/85

SENIORS
Premier Division
Middlesex
Lancashire
Yorkshire
Staffordshire
Surrey

Berkshire

Essex
Cambridgeshire

P WL F A Pts
7 6 1 49 14 12
7 6 1 38 25 12
7 5 2 39 24 10
7 4 3 28 35 8
7 4 3 27 36 8
7 2 5 30 33 4
7 1 6 23 40 2
7 0 7 18 45 0

Division 2A
leicestershire
Warwickshire
Yorkshire 2nd
Cheshire
Lancashire 2nd
Buckinghamshire
Suffolk
Staffordshire 2nd

Division 2b
Kent

Sussex

Devon

Dorset
Wiltshire
Hampshire
Essex 2nd
Gloucestershire

Division 3A
Derbyshire
Northumberland
Lincolnshire

Durham
Nottinghamshire
Clwyd

Cheshire 2nd
Northamptonshire 2nd

Division 3B
Somerset
Avon
Cornwall
Glamorgan
Dorset 2nd
Somerset 2nd
Isle of Wight
Wiitshire 2nd

Division 3C
Worcestershire
Huntingdonshire
Hertfordshire
Berkshire 2nd
Oxfordshire
Bedfordshire

Avon 2nd
Norhamptonshire
Worcestershire 2nd
Division 3D
Middlesex 2nd
Surrey 2nd

Kent 2nd
Cambridgeshire 2nd
Essex 3rd

Norfolk

Sussex 2nd
Norfolk 2nd
Suffolk 2nd

VETERANS

Premier Division
Lincolnshire
Cheshire
Essex
Kent
Middlesex
Nottinghamshire
Hertfordshire

* Huntingdonshire

Division 2A
Buckinghamshire
Cheshire 2nd
Worcestershire
Leicestershire
Essex 2nd
Hertfordshire 2nd
Oxfordshire
Bedfordshire

Division 2B
Sussex
Middlesex 2nd
Dorset
Hampshire
Berkshire

Avon

Surrey
Wiltshire

Division 3B
Berkshire 2nd
Sussex 2nd

Kent 2nd
Hampshire 2nd
Hertfordshire 3rd
Wiltshire 2nd
Sussex 3rd
Dorset 2nd
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F
43
46
40
40
26
22
22
13

A
20
17
23
23
37
41
41
50

(82-88}
77-87)

(98-46)
(87-64)

(55-90)
(54-93)

14

{80-63)
{78-66)

21
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JUNIORS
Premier Division
Kent

Yorkshire
Staffordshire
Derbyshire

Essex

Middlesex
Berkshire

Surrey

Division 2A
Yorkshire 2nd
Lancashire
Northumberland
Staffordshire 2nd
Warwickshire
Cheshire
Cleveland
Leicestershire

Division 2B
Sussex

Wiltshire
Hertfordshire
Northamptonshire
Middlesex 2nd
Devon

Essex 2nd

Dorset

Divigion 3A
Nottinghamshire
Lincolnshire
Cumbria
Derbyshire 2nd
Cheshire 2nd
Cleveland 2nd
Huntingdonshire

Division 3B
Glamorgan
Bedfordshire
Worcestershire
Warwickshire 2nd
Gloucestershire
Gwent
Oxfordshire

Division 3C
Comwall
Somerset
Surrey 2nd
Berkshire 2nd
Hampshire
Avon

Comnwall 2nd -
Wiltshire 2nd

Division 3D
Suffolk

Kent 2nd
Cambridgeshire
Essex 3rd

Norfolk
Hertfordshire 2nd
Cambridgeshire 2¢d
Norfolk 2nd

COUNTY TABLE TENNIS
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Final Leading Averages 1984/5

(Qualification: 4 matches)

Compifed by Doug. Moss

SENIOR PREMIER DIVISION
Details published in Magazine - March

SENIOR 2A

Philip Bradbury (Bu)
Steve Sharpe (Y1)
John Kitchener (Sk)
Chris Rogers (Le)
Barry Johnson (Wa)
David Gannon (Le)
Derek Munt (Y11
Stuan Paimer (Sk)
Les Wooding {Bu)

Jit Harris (St.1I)

Karen Groves (Wa)
Karen Smith (Le}
%dra Peakman (Wa)

* SENIOR 2B
David Dodd (K)
Paul Whiting (Dv)
Tony Clayton (Do)
Stephen Moore (Sx)
Andy Dodd (K}
Gary Lambert (Dv)
Keith Satchell (Wi

22

L

BABANNN =2 2

4 a s

AS WD WN 2

AV%
88
B8
86
86
85
Al
67
67
67

100
86
83
80O

>
2

93
86
79
7
75
7
71

P W DL
7 6 o 1
7 5 14
7 5 0 2
7 3 13
7 3 13
7 2 1 4
7 1 16
7 0 16
P W D L
7 6 1 0
7 4 2 1
7 3 3 1
7 4 1 2
7 3 0 4
7 1 3 3
7 2 0 65
7 0 0 7
P WD L
7 6 0 1

7 5 1 1
7 3 1 3
7 2 3 2
7 3 1 3
7 3 0 4
7 2 2 4
7 0 2 b
P WD L
6 56 1 0O
6 4 0 2
6 3 1 2
6 3 0 3
6 2 1 3
6 2 1 3
6 0 0 6
P W D L
6 6 0 O
6 5 0 1
6 4 0 2
6 2 1 3
6 2 1 3
6 1 0 b
6 0 0 6
P W D L
7. 7 0 0
7 6 0 1
7 4 1 2
7 4 0 3
7 3 0 4
7 2 0 5
7 0 2 &
7 0 1 8
P W D L
7 6 1 0
7 6 0 1
7 5 0 2
7 4 1 2
7 3 0 4
7 1 1 &
7 011 5
7 0 0 7

Claire Butler (Dv)
Juliet Houghton (K)
Janet Parker (Wi)

Samantha Scoti-Pawson (Do)

Tracey Stewart (K)
Teresa Moore (Sx)
Sally Weston {Sx)
Claire Maisey (Wi

SENIOR 3A

Martin Kinsella (Dy)
Bradley Billington (Dy)
lan Robertson (Nd)
Neil McMaster (Nd)
Trevor Manning(Cw)
Peter McQueen {Nd)
David Skerratt {Li)
Trevor Kerry (Ng)

Trevor Kerry (Ng)
Stephen George (Du)

Jane Wingad {Li)
Susan RUdley (Li)
Pauline Simpson (Ng)
Sue Roberts {Cw)

SENIOR 3B

Carl Prean {(IOW)
Andrew Creed (Av)
David Lee (Sol)
Lee Sadler (Sol)
Jeff Morgan (Gn)

Pts
12
11
10

- WO~

B WWO O

H
-
>
<
kS

82 80
94 69

50 100
61 86
41 80
42 €7

W L AV%
10 0 100
122 86
113 79
113 78
73 70

John Robinson (Doll)
Melonie Carey {Soll}
Judy Craig (Sol)
Michel Cohen (Av)
Jayne Sully (Gn}
Tracey Watkins (Wilf)
Regina Stevens {I0W)
Sarah Webb (Soll)
Rebecca Russe (Sol)

SENIOR 3C

Murray Jukes {Wo)
David Sharpe (Bd)
Simon Claxton (Wo)
Simon. Rowland (Bkfl)
Keith Samuets (Hu)
Chris Holley {Av))
Barry White (He)

Neil Harris (Ox)

John Taylor (He)

Jeany Collins (BKkll)
Helen Bardwell (Hu)
Sandra Roden {Woj
Louise Davis (Wo)
NMary Denbow (Ox)
Mary Hefferman (Avll)
Alison Hiflard (Hu)

SENIOR 3D

David Goode {Mxl)
Michael Hammond {Sylf)
Steve Holloway (Syll)
David Harding {Svll}
D'pak Topinala {Mxlf)
Martin Stevenson (Nk)
Ray Tilling (KH)

Richard Stevenson (Nk}

Angela Mitchell {Mxl)
Mandy Reeve (MxIl)

Jill Farthing (K1)

Hilary Finch (Call)
Michelle Hams {Syll)
Alison Edge (Call)
Sandra Aldborough (ERI)
Maggie Pavitt (EIll}

VETERANS PREMIER
Matt Sheader (Li)

Derek Schofield (Chi)
Henry 8uist (K)

Babs. Adedayo [Mx)
Peter D'Arcy (Chl)

Brian Edlington (Li}

Terry Farlie (K)

Doreen Schofield (Ch}
Shelagh Hession (El)
Margaret Dignum (K)

VETERANS 2A
Alec Watson. {Bu)
Brian Belcher (Wo)
Keith Powell (Chli)
Terry Donlon {Chll)
Colin Truman {Le}
Alan Timewell (Chll)

Janet Hunt (Wo)
Sylvia Coombes (Bu)

VETERANS 2B

Tony Brown (Av)

Robin Stace (Sx)

Tony Taylor (Mxll
Gerry Batt-Rawden (Sx)
Alan Rowden (Sx)

Don Smith (Mxll)

Joyce Coop (Do)
Ivy Kershaw (Ha)

VETERANS 3A
Geoff Brook {Y)

Joyce Porter {Np)

VETERANS 3B
Bob Pittard {Sxil)
Bob Holliday (Bkll)
Stuart Walker (Sxil}
Dave Jones (BkIl}
Dave Wilson (Hell)

Trevor Wiramanaden (SxH)

Pam Butcher (Kill)
Sylvia Bruton (BKkli}
Ann Abraham (Hall}
Pat Wales (SxlIty
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67
100
83
80
80
80
75
75
71

AV%

AV%
92
81
79
70
70

67

67

100
100
86
86
75
75

67

100
80
71

AV%
100
88

79
75
71

100
Al

AV%
86
83
80

75
70

100
86

AVY%
88

75

AVY%
92
86
83

70
67

100
83
67
67

JUNIOR PREMIER
Paul Amaos(K)

Adrana Dixon (St)
Bradley Bitlington {Dy)
Andrew Cunningham (K)
Kar! Ball (K)

Bernie Lazarus (E}

Julie Billington {Dy)
Juliet Houghton (K}
Jill Powis {St)
Gitlian Patten (E)
Lesley Senter {Mx)
Kerry Hall (Dy)

JUNIOR 2A

Tony Miller (YI)

Chris Oldfield (Y1)
Alario Bassano (Y1l)
Thomas Blackman {Nd)
Mark Randle (Wa)
Peter Curry (Nd)
Stephen Sater (Sth)

Nicola McGrath (La)
Claire Mouzon (Nd}
Ruth Bray (Y1)
Katherine Bray (Y1)
Caroline Dada (YIl)
Lynn Harnden (La)

JUNIOR 2B

Paul Eiphick (Sx)
Peter Harris (He)
Paul Tuck {(Wi)
Richard Aitken {Dv)
Patrick Street (Sx)

Jenny Neale (Wi)
Sue Butler (Dv)
Katrina Baker (Wi}
Debbie Hoyland (Sx)
Julie Mills {Wi)

Jane Wright (Dv)

JUNIOR 3A
Adrian bolton (Ng)
Wayne Noon (Li)
John Holland (Ng}
Steve Terry (Chll)
Mark Arnoid (Li)
Robert Fearn {Ng)

Karen Griffiths {Cu)
Kay Mayall (Ng)
Julie Forster (Dy)
Linda Thompson (Li)
Joan Mole {Li)

JUNIOR 3B
Gavin Black {Bd)
Tim Holder (Wo}
Kelvin Roberts (Gn)
Mark Roden (Wo}
Jeff Turner (Gw)

Theresa Petty (Gn)
Lisa Robins (Bd)
Joanne Lee (Gn)
Joyce Mitchell (Bd)

JUNIOR 3C

Graham Reed (Co)
Mark James (Co)
Philip Payne (So)
Malcolm Peters (Co)
Matthew Pernett (Syll)
Jamie Fletcher (Av)
Darren Jones (Bkll)

Sarah Hammond (Ha}
Esme Stevenson {Co)
Cheryl Bateman (Syll}
Sarah Webb (So)
Laura Savaker {Ha)

Yvonne Underwood (Bkli)

JUNIOR 3D

Darren Jones (Sk)

Greg Barden (K\)
Andrew Houghton (KIY)
Richard Hutchinson (Sk)
Neil Pickard {Nk}

Nicky Ashman (Ca)

Jon Collins (Ca)

Nicky Rayner (Ca)
Wayne Shaw (Sk}

Joanne Cooke (Elil)
Helen Gipp {Ca)
Maria Williams (Hell)
Claire Nicholls (Sk}

W L AV%
122
122 86
62 75
104 7
73 70
84 67
61 86
61 86
61 88
31 75
31 75
52 7
W L AV¥%
12 .0 100
8 0 100
111 92
102 83
13 78
93 75
104 7
70 100
50 100
41 80
31 76
31.76
52 7N
W L AV%
131 95
102 83
103 77
93 75
104 N
6 1 86
51 83
31 75
52 71
52 71
42 67
W L AV%
102 83
102 83
92 82
82 80
72 78
73 70
51 83
51 83
41 80
41 80
31 75
W L AV%
12 0 100
102 83
102 83
93 75
84 67
60 100
40 100
51 83
41 80
W L AV%
131 93
91 90
122 86
122 86
82 80
113 87
84 67
60 100
41 80
41 80
41 80
52 7
42 67
WL AV%
1M1 92
91 90
71 88
82 80
82 80
104 71
104 71
104 71
73 70
70 100
7 0 100
50 100
41 80
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Mary Williams reports from....

BEDFORDSHIRE

SOME YOU WIN - SOME YOU
: DRAW

The Senior County team away to
Hunts drew and then at home to
Worcs Il had a fine 10-0 win.

Not to be outdone the Juniors also
had a fine 10-0 win over Gwent but
the Veterans lost 8-1 to Bucks.
The Bedford Modern School U-
16 team of Andrew Trott, Gavin
Black, Nick Apps and Richard Field
has won the National Schools team
Championship.

In the Bedford Closed held on April

13 the results were:

M.S: K. Samuels bt K. Lakin 17, -19. 17.

W.S: A Hillard bt A. Copperwheat 15. 16.

M.D: G. Black/A. Trott bt R. Beard/K. McConell 15, -
19, 15.

W.D: Hillard/D. Wakefield bt Copperwheat/J
Baldwin 16. -17. 10. : .

X.D: L. Saywell/Hillard bt D. Hyde/Wakefield 15. -
19,12

V.S: A Kirsop bt Saywell 17, 189,

V.D: Kirsop/Baldwin bt D. Folds/C. Gill 9, 17.

This last event the first for the
W. F. James Memorial Shield was
donated by Mr. and Mrs. B.
Copperwheat in remembrance of
Frank, their father.

The biggest surprise of the
tournament was a fine win by Alan
Kirsop over Len Saywell in the
Veterans' singles.

in the Bedford Open held on April
14, D. Hyde and K. Samuels did
extremely well to beat the favourites
K. Richardson and M. Harper -19,
19, 11 in the men’s doubles. Julie
Dimmock from Dunstable won the
Women's singles from an unseeded
position beating E. Sayer (Essex) -
18, 15. 16. The other results were:
M.S: C. Wilson {Mi} bt Richardson (Ca} -19. 16. 21.
W.D: K. Mudge /E. Sayer bt H. Finch/J. Palmer 11,
19

X.D: Mudge/M. Livermore bt S. Palmer/J. Palmer12,
-16, 13.

Dunstable

With three of the four divisional
titles settled, Delco Products T.7.C.
has shown its strength by winning
all three, and also being unde-
feated.

The first team was in command for
most of the season. After suffering
relegation last season the B team
stormed back to take the Div. 3
title, and the C team represented by
the Fourmy brothers took all before
it in winning the junior division.

Still to be decided is the
destination of the second division
title with the contestants Bedford
Trucks A and D.T.T.C. B.

The finals of the league individual
tournament resulted:
M.S: D. Cartwright bt M. Hussain.
W.S: J. Mitchell bt D. Campbell.
J.8: M. Sharpe bt M. Beaumont.
C.S: M. Wilkin bt S. Graham.

V.S: G. Sharpe bt L. Jones.
X.D: K. Thompson/Campbell btN. Jarvis/R. Forrester.

In the Rose Bowl Dunstable’s
Jackie Bellinger, Julie Dimmock
and Dawn Campbell had an
unexpected b-4 win over
Wolverhampton. Jackie won all her
sets against Fiona Elliot, Jill Powis
and Jill Harris, with Julie and Dawn
taking the other two defeating Jill
Powis. Their opponents in the next
round - Leicester.

It was literally pack up and go
when Jackie was called up the day
before to accompany her sister Lisa
to replace Joy Grundy who had to
withdraw from the World Cham-
pionships.

Div. 1.

Gossard Wonderbras
Hall Club Lions
Div. 2.

St. Christophers C
Brocklands A

Div. 3.

B4 Club C

Hall Club Bears
Div. 4.

Eggington Trundlers
St. Christophers F

Leading percentages

Div. 1. I. Doughty 97%
G. Giles 93%
A Conguets 92%
Div. 2 M. Wilson 100%
P. Dawson 95%
B. Murphy 87%
Div. 3. A Skeggs 90%
P. Maunders 89%
J. Chambers = 83%
Div. 4. D. Vaughan 96%
F. Dawson 93%
L. Beaumont 90%

Finals night held at the Brooklands
Club saw the two main titles going
to players from the Gossard team.
Janet Banks won the women's
singles title beating Lorna Clarke in
the final, these two having beaten
Judith Montague and Mandy Willis
in the semis.

Geoff Giles won the men’s singles
title against Alan Chandler. Semi-
finalists were Peter Edwards and
Andy Conquest. Janet and Geoff
also had a share in three other titles.

Janet and Conguest won the
mixed, beating Lorna Clarke and
Geoff in the final, and in the
women’'s doubles Janet and Lorna
joined forces to beat vy Cooper and
Joyce McSweeney. Geoff then
partnered Dave Gilbert and took the
men’s doubles beating Chandler
and Pete Dawson.

Luton

Final top positions in the league:

Div. 1. Lea Manor
Delco Products
Div. 2. Hunting Eng. A
Vauxhall B
Div. 3. DT.T.C.
Lewsey Centre
Div. 4. Bedford Trucks
Whrest Park A
Div. 5. St. Mary's D
Vauxhall F
Div. 6. Stopsley Community College
Bury Lions B
Div. 7. Electrolux D
Marlborough C

Leading percentages:

Div. 1. C. Luscombe 95%
L. Wooding 91%
L. Holmes 90%
Div. 2 J. Seckerson 100%
S. Griffiths 92%
C. Smith 88%
Div. 3. K. Thompson 100%
P. Bowler 9%
B. Fetigan 83%
Div. 4. A. McDiarmid 97%
A Weston 77%
C. Hillan 76%
Div. 5. J. McCree 100%
T. Broadhead 94%
L. Gresham 78%
Div. 6. A. Wakefield 93%
R. Figgins 92%
F. Bossis 87%
Div. 7. I. Day 100%
Z. Hussain 98%
D. Winter 856%

Finals night was held at the
Lewsey Centre on April 18.

Apart from trophies presented to
the tournament winners, trophies
were also presented to the winners
of each division. This was ably done
by Ricky Hill, Emeka Nwajiobi and
Brian Stein three of Luton Town
Football Club’s well known players.

The following finals resulted:

0.D: L. Jones/C. Major bt D. Foster/M. Lyons 15,
17.

W.S: J. Dimmock bt L. Robins 12, 15.
M.S: D. Sharpe bt N. Jarvis -16, 16, -14, 13, 14.

Many times this season | have
reported the achievements of
Caroline Buckley. This time is no
exception, once again  we
congratulate Caroline on winning
the U-12's at Tunbridge Wells. She
was knocked out in the quarters of
the U-14's, and in the doubles of
the U-14's reached the semis. We
all say well done to this up-and-
coming youngster on all her
achievements this season.

Les Wooding reports from....
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
Promotion Gained

In their final match the Veteran's
side of Alec Watson, Frank Earis,

Len Pratt and Sylvia Coombs
thrashed Bedfordshire 8-1 to carry
of the Div. 2A championships, and
gain promotion to the Premier
Division of the County Champion-
ships. Pride of place must go to
captain Watson who convincingly
beat Jim Wooliscroft to retain his
unbeaten record. Jim had earlier
demonstrated what a good player
he is by beating Earis in the opening
set.

The Senior side, denied the
services of Phil and Jon Bradbury
although the match wasarranged in
their home town, retained their
2nd Division status despite losing
4-6 to strugglers Suffolk. Dawn
Robbins, Sylvia Coombs, Alec
Watson and Karl Bushell each won
a set but Les Wooding failed to.
beat either Stuart Palmer or John
Kitchener in his final senior match
after a successful 1st team career
that started 24 years ago against
Herts again in Aylesbury.

At the May Executive "Council
meeting the league representatives
voted overwhelmingly for 2 senior,
2 Veterans and 1 Junior County
teams next season. It is understood
that sponsorship is forthcoming for
2 of the teams from SUNNEX(U.K.}
LTD. and CHALFONT PRESS by
the kind courtesy of Len Pratt and
Ron Hedley to whom a very special
thank you is extended.

National League

| understand that Cippenham will be
concentrating on developing their
new Haymill headquarters next
season and have reluctantly de-
cided to request leave of absence
from the National League. As one of
the most popular teams with an
excellent venue they will be sorely
missed so | hope it is not too long
before they return. It would have
been great to record a win for them
in their final match but they met an
in-form DSC Rams side determined
to secure the runners-up prize
money. Earis did extremely well to
beat Pandus Ademakinwa but
Richard Beckham was the only
other Slough player to secure a
victory.

The future of the County's only
other National League side, A.H.W.
Pioneers of Milton Keynes is also in
doubt. Disillusioned with the lack
of commitment of some of his
youngest players cumulating in
playing with only 3 players against
Erreys Print 84, secretary Wooding
has expressed doubts about his
willingness to run the side next
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season. Hopefully, the return of No.
1 David Sharpe and the added
experience of Bushell together with
the excellent support accorded to
him by Colin Luscombe and Ken
Muhr may make him change his
mind.

In their final match they secured a
creditable 4-4 draw with Ashford
with Luscombe playing brilliantly
for the Pioneers to win both his sets
a feat emulated by Ashford's Bucks
County player Daryll Windsor.

Inter League

As last season, the competitions
were played throughout the
season. The Men’s Division A team
with only 4 teams was disap-
pointing. and it seems more difficult
each year to get all the top players
to compete. In the event Milton
Keynes took the pole positions
proving too strong for High
Wycombe and Maidenhead. For
the 3rd year running Wooding of
Milton Keynes won the “Sewell
Cup” with 100%.

Div. B saw 6 teams locked in a
closely-fought battle with Milton
Keynes D being the winners on sets
average over Slough A.

Div. C also had 6 teams and once

again Slough were pipped at the.

post when their 2 teams finished
behind Chiltern.

It was an unhappy season for
Chalfont with James Johnson being
forced to give up as their Inter-
League Secretary due to iliness. A
replacement was found, but further
problems arose and they were
unable to complete their fixtures
forcing the Management Councif to
take the painful decision to expunge
their records from Div. C and the
Veterans' Group A.

The Women's and Junior Division

_titles were retained by holders
Maidenhead and Milton Keynes
respectively.

The Veterans competition as
usual was keely fought with 10
teams competing in 2 groups.
Unluckiest team were Leighton
Buzzard led by Gordon Pepper who
failed to get to the play-offs which
they were ultimately entitled to play
in due to the fact that the decision
to expunge Chalfont’s records was
not taken until the Championship
had been decided. For the record
Aylesbury took the title with their
win over Chiltern. Still Leighton
Buzzard have expressed a wish to
be invited to puta Senior side and a
Junior side as well as a Veteran's
side next season and knowing the
strength this should help to retain a
high Inter-League standard and
achieve Secretary Peter Avenell's
wish to run an enthusiastic and
keenly fought competition. Keep up
the good work, Peter.

County Cup Competitions

County Arms Chisels narrowly won
the Intermediate Cup Final by
beating arch Milton Keynes rivals
Telephone Rentals Telext 5-4 in the
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final held at the A.H.W. Youth Club.
Alan Bolding of Telex was the man-
of-the-match winning all his games
but unfortunately still finished on
the losing side.

Aytesbury won their first County
Cup title when Haddenham over-
came High Wycombe side Bucks
Free Press 5-2 in the final of the
Subsidiary Cup staged at Little
Missenden TTC with hard work put
in by Ron Washington. Russell
Fincher played his heart out to win
three sets each going to the
deciding game to help his side to
victory.

The Premier Division Challenge
Cup between Apolio of High
Wycombe and A.H.W. Comets of
Milton Keynes has still to be staged.

High Wycombe

Simon Douglas added the High
Wycombe title to his Chiltern
Championship, when he defeated
Mark Curtis in the final. Gill
Knightley retained her Women's
title at the expense of Anne
Catchpole. Best performance was
the victory of young Mark over
defending champion Alec Watson
in the semi-finals.

Slough

The Slough Championship resulted
in the first ever Championship win
for Dave Poutney but he only just
made it after being 19-20 down in
the 3rd game to Paul Morris. Steve
Dorrell the Div. 3 champion did
extremely well to reach the semis
including Earis and Peter Leckie
(Senior) in his scalps.

Milton Keynes

On Sunday Sept. 1st, Milton
Keynes will be staging their 1stever
‘Open’ Tournament staged by EASY
JEANS. It will be an Under-21
tournament staged at the English
Closed venue of Bletchley Leisure
Centre. Bucks County Gen. Sec.
Tony Wickens will be the Assistant
Referee with John Jermyn the
Referee. Entry forms can be
obtained from the Tournament
Organiser Ken Muhr, 23 York
Road, Stony Stratford, MILTON
KEYNES MK11 18J.

Geoff Waters reports from....

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
TWO IN A ROW FOR JULIAN

The county season ended on Easter
Saturday with the second senior
team losing 6-4 to Surrey Il at
New Malden. )

Julian Wheel, who completed his
first double at senior level in his
previous match against Norfolk [,
made it two in a row with excellent
wins over Steve Holloway and
Farhat Rasul. despite Julian's fine

effort, the visitors were never in the

lead, but at 2-2 there were hopes of

perhaps a point against the division
runners-up.

The women picked up the other
two sets to climax & super season
for Alison Edge and Hilary Ginch.

Alison beat Hazel Lowe in the
singles and also partnered Hilary to
victory in the doubles. Hilary fell at
the last hurdle after winning her
previous six singles. Her 100%
record went against Michele Hams,
whom she had beaten in the cor-
responding match last season.

Four wins and a draw from eight
matches is easily the county’s best
performance in this division and
fourth place against the second
teams of the metropolitan counties
is very creditable indeed.

Results {Cambs names first):

P. Holliday lost to M. Hammond -13. -20; lost to
S. holleway -10, -16.

J. Wheel bt Holloway 17.-17, 17, bt Farhat Rasul 17,
-19.17.

M. Livermore lost to Farhat Rasul -17. -16: lost
to Hammond -15., -17

H. Finch lost to M. Hams -17, -12.

A Edge bt H. Lowe 9, -18, 15,

Wheel/Livermore lost  to  Holloway/Hammond
-19, -14

Finh/Edge bt Hams/Lowe -16. 15, 15

Cambridge were beaten 5-4 by
Birmingham in the third round of the
Wilmott Cup. Cambridge started in
great style going 2-0 up against the
strong Midlands team. New county
champion Geoff Davies beat Barry
Johnson in straight games in the
opening set and then Keith Rich-
ardson won just as comfortably
against lan Gunn. However Bir-
mingham took the next four sets to
take a firm grip on the tie. Richard-
son raised hopes with his first win
agairst Carl Morgan, but Barry
Johnson's win over Martyn Liver-
more saw Birmingham home.

Results {Cambs names first):
G. Davies bt B. Johnson 13, 19; Jost to C. Morgan
-6.12.-719: bt ). Gunn -19, 19, 15
K. Richardson bt Gunn 14, 18: lost to Johnson
-18, -20: bt Morgan 18, 17
M. Livermore lost to Morgan -15, -14: lost to Gunn
11. -18. -16; lost to Johnson -18. -13

Brian M. Hudson provides....

CHESHIRE CHAT
UNSTUCK IN KENT

So another season draws 1o its
end, and for the first time since its
introduction, Cheshire have failed
to win the Vets Championship.
With the title depending on the very
last match, Derek and Doreen
Schofield, Peter D'Arcy and Eddie
Griffiths made the long journey to
Kent, only to come unstuck 3-6.
Having somewhat struggled to 3-
4, with wins for derek, Doreen and
Peter/Doreen, Derek played what
proved to be the crunch set against
old friend and rival Henry Buist and
unbelievably lost from 20-13 in the
3rd! A result that will haunt him for
some time! Our congratulations,
however to Lincs, who are worthy
successors. Let's hope they are only
keeping it warm for us!

The best performance from our
other teams came from the Juniors
in ‘drawing 5-5 with Lancs. Al
though | have no details, Lanca-
shire were confidently expected to
win this, and the draw is a fine
result. The 2nds lost their local
derby v derbyshire 2nds 3-7, with
Steve Rushton winning 2 and
Martin Thomson 1.

The Seniors ended a slightly dis-
appointing season with a 2-8 loss
to a solid Warwickshire team. Brian
Johns won 1 singles, and with
Tony Taylor the MD. We hoped for
better things next season! Mean-
while, the 2nds continued our
policy of blooding promising
youngsters by palying one, D.
Schofield, against Northants 2nd,
and he obliged by winning his 2
singles and doubles (with Keith
Deaville) in a 7-3 win! Two wins
from Keith, 1 from Ann Dakin and
the L.D. (Ann/Karen Tonge)
ensured the win.

The Vets 2nds completed their
season with a 6-3 victory over
Oxfordshire. Although conceding
the 2 women's events, the win was
meritorious as the first 3 singies
were all lost! Alan Timewell, terry
Donlon and Keith Powell each won
their singles, and the doubles, to
end the season on a high note.

The Northern Vets event at Mac-
clesfield featured Cheshire players
in all but 4 of the finals, with the
Schofields being to the fore again.
Derek found 'young Ralph Gun-
nion just too strong in the over-40’'s
losing -12, 21, -15, but gained
some consolation in beating old
rival Matt Sheader 20-14 in the
over-50’s. No success, however, in
the doubles partnering Matt for they
lost 17, -18, -17 to D'Arcy and
Gunnion in the over-40’s and lost
-19. 12, -19 to Macclesfield's Mike
Tew and Griffiths in the over-50's.
Tew also reached the final of the
restricted singles where he lost 19,
-20, -19, to Kent's Ron Etheridge.

On the female side, Doreen Scho-
field won the over-4Q’s beating Di
Johnson 10, 15, and then joined
Lincs. Connie Moran to win the
doubles 16, 15, against Kent's M.
Dignum and P. Butcher. Di won her
other two finals however, beating
Worcs. L. Reid -19, 13, 21, in the
restricted and partnering R. Norton
to beat B. Allisonand J. Hut-8, 12,
19, in the mixed. A very success-ful
tournament, well staged and well
run, and followed by a very
enjoyable dinner.

Finally, details of the honours in
the Stockport League. A good
spread of clubs involved, with Wes-
ton Hyde not winning anything!

Div. 1 Civil Service

2 Davenport

3 Cheadle Sports 2nd

4 gatley

5 Davenport 4th

6 Police

7 T.S.B.
Three team Cup Handford Hall 3rd
Brown Cup Poyton 3rd
Three Team Shield Police
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Nice to see Poynton's success in
their Centenary Year, and congrat-
ulations to Police on their return to
the Association, and Davenport on
their ‘double’.

Enjoy your summer, your tennis,
or bowls, or whatever - recharge
your T.T. batteries for next season.
See you then!

Jeremy Williams reports from....

CORNWALL

ASTONISHING UPSETS
The Cornish Closed held over the
weekend of March 30/31 at
Camborne School will be best
remembered in years to come for
the astonishing upsets that
occurred.

A healthy entry from the men and
boys once again reflects the
keenness amongst male players in
Cornwall at present. It's a pity the
same cannot be said for Cornwall's
women with a sparse entry while
the response from the girls can only
be described as pathetic. Cornwall
too is faced with this Nationwide
problem.

Really good games were hard to
come by with players battling from
10 am. to 11.30 p.m.. but
nevertheless it is now becoming
increasingly apparent that the
youngsters are beginning to
threaten the established seniors.

The Boys' events were dominated
by four players: Mark James and
Graham Reed in the U-17's and Neil
Bevan and Mark Bawden in the U-
14’s and U-12's. The continuing
battle between James and Reed is
sure to go on into their senior days
but this was the last time they will
meet at Junior level as both will be
Seniors next season. Both players
made it through their respective
halves of the draw safely, but last
year's finalist Malcolm Peters,
seeded 3. became a casualty of
Bude joker Martin Stanley in the
quarters. The excellent final which
was perhaps the best set of the
whole week-end was won by Reed
who retained his title at 19 in the
third. The two teamed up to take
the new Junior doubles event.

At 11 years of age Bevan became
the youngest ever winner of the
Cadet boys’ event adding this to his
U-12 title. His victim in both finals,
Bawden pushed him very close in
the two sets which were of an
incredible standard for two players
SO young.

Predictably, Esme Stevenson won
the Girls" singles very easily and
even the very promising runner-up
Rachel Plummer could only extend
Esme to 4 and 9. Rachel had the
consolation of winning the Cadet
girls’ event from Tracey Logg.

It was the Senior events that
caused the biggest stir on the
Sunday when eager youngsters
fresh from the previous day’s play
wanted a crack at the Seniors. First
seed to go in the Men's singles was

No. 6 Malcolm Peters who went
out to out to Truro chopper Martin
White but this was soon over-
shadowed when another Truro

player, Roger  Jacobs put
out the No. 2 seed and
favourite John Bassett. It was a

clash that attracted a mammoth
audience and with previous defeats
against the former champion
playing on Bassett's mind, he was
subsequently beaten 2-straight.
Bassett. clearly disappointed, must
have been unaware of an occur-
rence at the other side of the hall
where No. 5 seed lan James had
been beaten by young Bevan.
James who has performed bril-
liantly for Cornwall all season, was
not on form on this occasion. Bevan
played out of his skin and won 2-
straight in the biggest upset of the
championships. He eventually
bowed out in the quarters to the
holder Jeremy Williams but not
before taking the first end. .

As the day progressed the damp
atmosphere began to take its toll.
Mark James and Reed had worked
their way through to the semis with
little trouble at all. Junior champion
Reed played some inspired table
tennis to defeat fellow Falmothian
Williams and then recorded an
almost identical win in the Inter-
mediate final. Mark had meanwhile
accounted for the in-form Jacobs in
the other semi to reach an all-Junior
final - for the first time ever.

In the final, Reed had his chance
and looked to be heading for a
straight games win but the more
daredevil James went for his shots
to become the first junior to win the
Men's singles since 1956!

But what about Barbara Rapsey’s
triumph in the Women's singles?
Barbara is a fair player with match
practice but not having played
seriously for 2 years her entry was
mainly for fun. But a victory over top
seed Alison Clemens raised a few
eyebrows and, when she beat Esme
Stevenson as well, an opportunity
was there. Her final opponent Gail
Davey, the holder, played superbly
but eventually succumbed to the
consistency of Rapsey at “deuce” in
the third to complete a good day for
Truro.

Bassett gained some consolation
by easily beating Martin White in
the Veterans' final and teamed up
with Williams to take the Men's
doubles from the holders James
and Reed.

RESULTS:

M.S: g/f. J. Williams (Fal) bt N. Bevan{Bude}-15. 9,
13.

G. Reed (Fal) bt A. Hunt {Laun) -14. 19. 17.

M. James {Cam) bt R. Prendergast {Red) 9. 15.

R. Jacobs {Truro) bt A. Chapman (Red) 20, 15.
s/f: Reed bt Williams 20, 12.

James bt Jacobs 14, 12.

Final: James bt Reed -19,'18, 13.

W.S: Final: B Rapsey (Truro) bt G. Davey (Truro)-19.
18. 20.

1.S: s/f: J. Williams bt M. James 14, -14, 20.
Reed bt M. Peters {Fal) 17. 22.

Final: Reed bt Williams 20, 16.

V.S: s/f. J. Bassett (St. Ives} bt D. Williams }Fal) 15,
17.

M. White {Truro) bt R. Smith {St. Ives) -20, 14, 12.
Final: Bassett bt White 9. 10.

M.D: Final: Bassett/J. Williams bt M. James/Reed
19,17,

W.D: Final: E. Stevenson (Bude)/A. Clemens (Cam}
bt S. Rapsey/B. Rapsey (Truro) -13. 11, 15.

X.D: Final: M. James/Davey bt |. James/Stevenson
17.-19.17.

B.S: s/f: Reed bt Hunt 10, -16, 17.

M. James bt M. Stanley (Bude) 19. 12.

Final: Reed bt James 22, -20. 19.

G.S: Final: Stevenson bt R. Plummer(St. lves} 4, 9.
C.B.S: Final: Bevan bt M. Bawden (Laun) 12, -17,
20

C.G.S: Final: Plummer group winner: T. Logg(Laun)
runner-up

U-12 B.S: Final: Bevan bt Bawden 13. 20.
U-12 G.S: Final: Plummer group winner: L. Clarke
(Fal) runner-up.

J.D: Final: Reed/M. James bt A. Hunt/K. Stevenson
(Bude} 15, 15.

HALEX NATIONAL LEAGUE

With only one win and one draw all
season, Launceston Kemow are
firmly anchored at the foot of Div. 3
West of the National League. They
look likely to stay there and seek re-
election after finishing fourth last
season, and to make matters
worse, rumour has it that Grove Il
have claimed the points after a

vehicular breakdown prevented
Launceston from reaching Market
Drayton.

One recent result saw Launceston
face an awkward task away to
Wolverhampton Ladies although
under the circumstances the 5-3
defeat was not too bad at all. Fiona
Elliot must have been disappointed
to lose to both Reed and Williams
whilst Malcolm Peters beat Jill
Powis to collect the three sets. The
debut for Neil Bevan was also
encouraging and he was not
overawed.

COUNTY MATCHES

Glamorgan 4, Cornwall 6.
Cornwall 10, Wiltshire Il O.
ComwallJun. 19, Cormnwall Jun il 1.
Avon Jun. 3, Cormnwall Jun. | 7.

A superb end to the season has
seen four fine victories to bring
about one of the most successful
County Championships ever for
Cornwall. The Junior first team won
all seven of their matches to walk
away with Div. 3C and cong-
ratulations are in order to Graham
Reed, Mark James, Malcolm
Peters, Andy Hunt, Esme Stev-
enson, Karen Broczek, Sandra Hunt
and Rachel Plummer who are the
first Junior team to gain an honour.
The Seniors too were impressive
and finished equal second in Div.
3B and were without John Bassett
for the difficult away tie at
Glamorgan. However, undaunted
Comwall recorded a vintage 6-4
win to finish their best season for
many years.

TEAM KNOCK-OUT
COMPETITIONS

Results and Fixtures

Sanior Event (semi-finals)

Falmouth Docks A 5, Redruth A 0.

St. Ives A 5, Dereham (Truro) 2.
Intermediate Event {semi-finals)

Truro B v St. Ives B

Sutcombe v Metherell
Junior Event {final)

Falmouth Docks v B8ude Centrali or

Launceston White Hart

Cornish Inter-Town League

Series 6: Helston O, Truro 8.
Bude 3. St. lves 6.
Redruth 2, Falmouth 6.
Series 7: Helston 1. Launceston 7.
Truro 8, Bude 0.
Redruth 5, St. Ives 3.

The late withdrawal of Camborne
from the Inter-Town League
recently has caused a few mix-ups
but has had little bearing on the
eventual finalists.

Falmouth clinched a final place
when beating league leaders
Redruth on their home table in
series 6. The inclusion of lan James
boosted Falmouth and his two wins
over Melvin Starkie and Steve Lobb
gave them the two points. Redruth
hit back with wins from Lobb and
Chapman aver Malcolm Peters.

Redruth were involved in another
humdinger in series 7 when they
had to beat St. lves to reach the
final, and a 5-3 victory with Austin
Chapman beating Bill Symes 21 in
the third of the final rubber proving
just enough for Redruth! They now
meet Falmouth in the final play-off
at the White Hart, Launceston on
April 28.

Colin Taylor reports from....

CUMBRIA
CLARICE CALLS IT A DAY

Clarice Rose has given notice that
she would like to retire from her
position of County Secretary at the
end of this season for a well earned
rest. This leaves the County Com-
mittee with the not so slight prob-
lem of replacing her. Any offers?
At the latest County meeting it was
decided to enter a Senior together
with a Junior team in next season’s
County Championships, a decision
taken in view of the impressive form
shown by the Juniors this season.
The recently held Whitehaven
Closed was dominated by Stephen
Crosby who won the men'’s singles,
men’s doubles, with Keith Birkett,
and the Handicap singles. Crosby
beat Jimmy Cummings 18, 13 in
the men's final. Iris Herbert won the

women’'s  singles in a round
robin  contest. The Boys'title
was taken by David Rickerby

(Berkermet) beating Tony Martin
(Kells Meths C) -8, 19, 15.

The new BNFL trophy for the most
promising junior was also awarded
to David. The trophies were kindly
presented by Karen Norris and
Cheryl Black of Information Ser-
vices BNFL. The Whitehaven
League is not quite completed but it
is almost certain that YMCA Aquar-
ians (Alan Dixon, Carl Farrer and
Harry Bowman) will” be the new
champions with Kells Methodists A
(Crosby, Birkett and John Gaffney)
relegated to runners-up, after being
champions for the past 7 years.

Second division champions are
Mirehouse SC (George Bell, Joe
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O'Prey, Colin and Bill Vaughan),
Kells Meths C (Billy Manford,
Jimmy Clifford, Tony Martin and
Jackie Ray) finished runners-up pip-
ping YMCA Cobras who had been
in second place until the last few
matches.

AVERAGES
Div. 1 S. Crosby (K.M. A} 97%
J. Cummings {(Marchon} 92%
B. Hand {Windscaie) 86%
Div. 2 G. Bell {(Mirehouse} 100%
J. O'Prey (Mirehouse) 94%
I. Herbert (YM Cobras) 94%

The Westmorland League's 1st
Division title will go either to Queen
Katherine A or Natland A who are
level on points with one match left.
Dave Hillbeck (Q.K. A) has a 100%
record which includes a -16, 13,
16 win over Debbie Soothill. In
Div. 2 Cartmel have finished their
fixtures and can only be passed by
Natland C who have only Natland D
to play! In the handicaps Natland D
beat their C team in the Div. 2 final.

Queen Katherine A also beat their
own C team in the Div. 1 final. The
League Closed provided plenty of
upsets with the boys' title being the
only one not to change hands. This
was retained by Mark Tadross
(Q.K.) with Gordon Dwane (Q.K.)
the runner-up. Gordon also came
second in the handicap singles to
Hillbeck.

Car! Stebbing took the veterans’
title beating Bob Gale (Natland) 18,
-15, 1B. Bob had earlier beaten
Carl's team-mate and title holder
Ray Carr (M.0O.B.). But Ray gained
the prestigious Open Singles title by
beating holder and favourite Hill-
beck in the best contest of
the day, -12, 19, 11. It was a case
of a good defender wearing down
a good attacker for while Dave had
beaten Ray in the handicap singles
earlier his strenuous efforts in that
match finally took its.toll. Carr and
Stebbing also took the Men's
Doubles with a comfortable win
over Andrew Dawson and Charles
Usher.

In the Barrow and Dist League
Vickers A proved they were the best
team of the season by winning the
1st division title. Undefeated until
their final match they were led by
Neil Smith and Alan Manson both
of whom had impressive results as
can be seen in the averages. Stan
Halesworth also contributed his fair
share of wins.

Vickers 1st team finished in 2nd
place just ahead of Millom F.P. who
finished the season unbeaten but
didnt score enough maximum
points wins to give them the title. At
the bottom end of the 1st division
both Millom F.P. and Vickers lose a
team. Roose Cons and Gleaston
take their places next season. Pat
Thomas (Gleaston) and Mark
Cresswell (Roose Cons) proved to
be the best Div. 2 players. The
young players of Vickers E and
Vickers G took the Div. 3 and 4
titles respectively and Roose Cons C
gained the Div. b title.
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AVERAGES
Div. 1 N. Smith (VSC A) 95%
A. Pachul (MFP) 89%
A. Manson (VSC A) 87%
T. Pachul {(MFP) 85%
A. Fay (VSC) 83%
N. Yardley {VSC) 82%
Div. 2  P. Thomas (Gleaston) 92%
M. Creswell (Roose) 85%
D. Southam {GPO) 85%
Div. 3  D. Holmes {VSC E) 90%
W. Fellows {Delton) 83%
K. Backhouse (VSC E) 79%
Div. 4 J. Lowes (VSC G) 98%
S. Watt (VSC G) 95%
S. Warner {Wach A) 83%
Div.5 M. Rogerson {Thorn) 100%
J. Staunton {(RC C)
J. Staunton (RC C) 92%

Malcolm Allsop reports from....

DERBYSHIRE
BILLINGTON DOMINATION

Bradley and Julie Billington domin-
ated the Dunlop Derbyshire Closed
at the Lea Green Sports Centre.
Bradley's name followed father,
Maurice, onto the Men's Singles
Trophy; and Julie's name almost
following mother, Jackie, onto the
Women's Singles trophy.
Fourteen-years-old Bradley won a
hat-trick of titles. In addition to the
Men'’s Singles he retained the U-17
and U-14 Boys' Singles titles.

Together with his sister Julie,
Bradley was runner-up in the
Mixed.

Twelve-years-old Julie also won
three titles - despite losing in the
final of the Women’s Singles and
the Mixed:; taking the U-17 and U-
14 Girls’ Singles and combining
with Pat Thorley to win the
Women's Doubles.

M.S: q-Fs: M. Kinsella bt M. Simpson; S. Yallop bt
P. Vickers 7,-17, 17 |. Wamer bt G. Gill 16.17. B
Billington bt N. Marples 11. 14.

s-f's: Kinsella bt Yallop 14, 1B; Billington bt Warner
17.17.

Final: Billington bt Kinsella -17, 13, 12.

W.S: 8-fs: To Thuy Zung bt L. Forster 15. 14 J
Billington bt J. Forster 10, 18.

Final: To Thuy bt Billington 20. -10, 17.

M.D: Kinsella/Wamer bt Simpson/Yaliop 7, 11.
W.D: Billington/P. Thorley bt J. Forster/L. Forster
-16, 13, 18.

X.D: Vickers/J. Vickers bt Bilingtor/Billington
-17, 20, 13.

V.S: T. Hunt bt M. Thorley 19, 15

C.S: S. Brooks bt Thorley 18, 20o0.

B.S: Billington bt G. West 10, 16.

G.S: Billington bt L. Forster 18, 15.

C.B.S: Billington bt R. Scott-Birchall 18, 13.
C.G.S: winner Miss J. Billington after a round-
robin.

A convincing 9-1 victory over
Clwyd at Maripool U.R.C. clinched
the championship of Senior Div.
3A. Martin Kinsella was
devastating.

Thirteen-years-old Julie Forster
played very well on her senior debut
to easily win her singles and
combine with Marilyn O'Sullivan to
win the doubles.

Scores:

Martin Kinsella bt Justin Evans 11. 1 {yes ONE): bt
Paul Griffiths 9, 8.

Stephen Yallop lost to Griffiths -17, -16; bt Terry
Turmer 17, -9, 19.

Philip Vickers bt Turner 9, 14; bt Evans -20, 12, 12.
Kinsella/Vickers bt Griffiths/Evans 11. 20.

Mearilyn O'Sullivan bt Karen Buckle -20, 13, 17.
Julie Forster bt Ann Walker 9, 8

O'Sullivan/Forster bt Buckle/Walker 17. 19.

Derbyshire are grateful to Jackie
and Maurice Billington who took
the Junior team to the second
Premier Weekend. Neither Bradley
Billington nor Andrew Henry were
available to play due to injuries and
Gavin West and Chris Glossop
stepped into the team.

A 5-5 draw with Surrey was
foliowed by 3-7 defeat by Kent, and
4-6 against Surrey. No doubt
match reports will be elsewhere in
7.7. News, but mention must be
made of Paul Harvey winning 3 of
his 6 sets from the No. 1 position,
and the girls Kerry Hall and Julie
Billington winning all 6 girls’ singles
and 2 of their 3 doubles.

The Junior 2nd team travelled to
Holmes Chapel to play Cheshire
2nd with Lesley Plater making her
debut. The boys singles were
shared but Penny and Lesley
managed to win ail the girls’ séts in
a 7-3 victory.

Scores:

Robert Scott-Birchall bt John James 20. 13: lost to
Martin Thompson -16, -20.

William Hollingworth bt Thompson -19. 10, 15: lost
to Steve Rushton -11, 16, -18.

Paul Knowiles lost to Rushton 12, -20. -21: bt James
16. 14.

Scott-Birchall/Knowles bt James/Thompson 17.13.
Penny Corden bt Angela Tickle -16, 16. 8.

Lesley Plater bt Heidi Arrowsmith 18, 11.
Corden/Plater bt Tickle/Arrowsmith14, -19, 9

Congratulations to National Um-
pire Colin McLean who got married
on Saturday, Aprii 6, and best
wishes from all his friends in Derby-
shire. Also congratulations. to Paul
Druce who got engaged on the
same day.

DERBYSHIRE INTER-TOWN
LEAGUE

Division One

Burton 1st clinched the Div. 1
Championship with a 7-3 win over
Eastwood 1st with junior Paul
Harvey winning his 3 singles
without loss of a game. Tony
Holland had 2 wins for Eastwood.

P W D L Sets Pts
Burton 1st 6 6 0 0 4317 12
Derby 1st 6 2 2 2 3030 6
Matlock st 6 1 3 2 30-30 5
Eastwood 3st 6 O 1 5 17-43 1

Division Two .
Derby 2nd kept the lead in Div. 2
with a convincing win over Alfreton
1st; with Eastwood 2nd main-
taining their unbeaten record with a
6-4 win over Matlock 2nd thanks to
3 wins for John Mabbitt.

P W D L Sets Pis
Derby 2nd § 4 1 0 44-6 9
Eastwood 2nd 5 4 1 O 35-15 9
Alfreton 1st 5 3 1 1 3020 7
Veterans' Division
PWDL Sets Pis
Matlock 55 00 43-7 10
Burton 53 11 30-20 7
Derby 52 12 30-20 5
Junior Division
PWDL Sets Pts
Chesterfield 1st 6411 3822 9
Derby 5401 3416 8
Eastwood 53 11 3020 7
Buxton 5302 27-23 6

BURTON LEAGUE

The Burton League were very
pleased with the entry for their
Championships,  despite  Mark

Harvey being unable to defend his
Men's Singles title.

SCORES:

M.S: s-Fs: P. Harvey bt D. Stills 9, 13; N. Adams bt
S. Broocks 19, 19.

Final: Harvey bt Adams 18, -18, 17.

M.D: Harvey/Adams bt S. Brooks/Stills -15, 19,
16.

W.S: J. Vickers bt R. Haggar -21, 5, 15.

J.S: Harvey bt D. Brightman 13, 8.

V.$: Stills bt A. Haynes -20. 14, 16.

Div. 2 & 3: R. Ridge bt |. Stewart 15. 21.

Div. 4 & 5: S. Claxton bt R. Smith -19, 19. 18.
X.D: Brooks/Vickers bt Adams/C. Smith 16, 15

The Burton League organised
a visit to their Twin Town in
Northern Germany, Lingen over the
Easter holiday.

The local players entered one of
the largest tournaments in Germany
with 670 competitors.  Nigel
Adams reached the final of his
section beating two of the
favourites on the way.

Stuart Brooks, Pat Hall, Dave
Stills, Terry Gadsby and Charlie
"Legs” Kyles all  acquitted
themselves well.

Heidrun Bower took third prize in
the Ladies’ Section. Heidrun is
German and took advantage of
knowing the tactical talk of the local
players.

Spondon brothers, Andrew and
Paul Stills did well in the Junior
Section and were unlucky not to
reach the final stages.

In a further tournament arranged
between Derbyshire representa-
tives and their hosts, Brooks and
Dave Stills fought their way to the
final with Stuart being the suc-
cessful winner. Stuart and Dave
made such an impression upon
their Lingen hosts that they were
invited to join local Clubs.

It was not all table tennis however,
with a trip to Holland, a boat trip
down the Emms Canal, dinner
parties and visits to local discos -

where Dave Stills again  im-
pressed the locals with his
footwork.

The Derbyshire party attended a

civic reception at the Rathaus
along with other international
teams.

A number of players from the
Olympia Lingen-Laxton Club are to
visit Burton on Friday June 14 until
Monday June 17. This will be
followed by a visit from members
of the German ESU Club in
September.

The top newspaper this season for
table tennis coverage in Derbyshire
has, once again, been the Burton
Daily Mail and my congratulations
go to Bryan Holmes who has
continued his good work.

Harry Black reports from....

DURHAM
FINAL HOME VICTORY

Durham completed their County
fixtures on April 6 with an 8-2
victory at home to Cheshire Il
Durham made two changes from
their previous match, David
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Godbold comingin for Tony Gelder,
while Lynne Yarnell replaced Shirley
Gelder.

Durham opened their account
with a win by Stephen George over
Keith Deaville and the lead was
quickly extended to 4-0 following
victories for Godbold and David
Blackburne and the women’s
doubles. The men’'s doubles was
lost but George redeemed himself
by beating Paul Hanson. Debbie
Maguire secured the other Cheshire
win by beating Linda Spensley.

DURHAM COUNTY LEAGUE

Sunderland A, the champions of
the Senior Division, completed their
fixtures with a 9-1win over Durham
whilst Peterlee finished off with a
10-0 home win over Bishop
Auckland with Bill Reay. Norman
Hunt and Pau!l Smith bringing off
Peterlee’s first  win in  three
matches.Philadelphia A were
held to a 5-5 draw by Darlington
whose Allan Thompson beat John
Crawford, Tony Langley and Mike
Darkes and further combined with
Don Maclvor to win the doubles.
Sunderland C went down 1-9 to
Philadelphia B represented by Dale
Aitkenhead, James Cowler and
Colin Eltring-
ham, the latter making his seasonal
debut. Shirley Gelder was Sunder-
land's only winner beating Eltring-
ham 15 and 10.

The only match played in the
Junior Division saw Peterlee defeat
Sunderland 7-3 to retain the title.
Dermot Ledwith, lan Dagg and
Edward Coxon gained the home
sets all beating Garry Collins. Final
lead positions:

SENIOR DIVISION

PW DL Pts
Sunderland A 8 8 00 31
Sunderland B 85 12 24
Peteriee 85 2123
Philadelphia A 85 1221

Leading Averages
P WL Average

A. Gelder {Sund A} 23221 95.6%
R. Reed {Sund A} 14131 92.8%
P. Stafford {Sund A) 23185 78.2%
N. Herrington {Sund B} 24186 750%
T. Bainbridge (Sund B) 24177 70.8%

JUNIOR DIVISION

PWDLPts
Peterlee 440014
Philadelphia A 430113
Philadelphia B 4202 8

Leading Averages
P W L Average

P. Young (P'lee) 11110 100.0%
M. Roughley {Ph A) 12111 92.5%
N. Thornley (Plee) 9 81 88.8%
P. Swift (Ph A) 12 102 88.3%
M. Chang (Ph A) 12 93 750%

HALEX NATIONAL LEAGUE

Washington returned to winning
ways when Ormesby Il traveiled to
Sulgrave CA on April 21 and were
beaten 7-1. Tony Gelder, Philip
Stafford and Chris Blake gained

maximums with Don Maclvor chip-
ping in with a win over Jimmy
Nicholson.

NORTHERN REGION LEAGUE

The race for the league title is
between three teams - North
Ormesby Pavilion, Redcar Insur-
ance Services and Washington and
all have to meet each other
although Washington stake their
claim with recent victories over ICl
Cassel Works (8-0) and Redcar |.S.
(7-1). Positions:

P WDL F A Pts
Redcar 1.S. 11 & 1259 29 17
N. Orms. Pav. 8 8 0056 8 16
Washington @ 7 0253 19 14

AROUND THE LEAGUES

In  Peterlee, the Community
Centre have won the Div. 1 title
from Whitbread A whilst Yohden
Hall School B denied their A team
the Div. 2 title. In the closed
championships Bill reay was the
winner of the Open Singles. the
Open Doubles being won by
Norman Hunt and Alan Jenkins.
Other results:

B.S: Paul Young:

G.S: Judith Grant
U-15 B.S: Garry Collins;
U-15 G.S: Grant;

V.S: Jenkins;

DIV. 2: Angela Wiffen:C.S: Jenkins
Team of 3: Collins, Peter Hewitson and Hunt.

Consett SC A remained unbeaten

 to record a fine title success in the

Stanley and District League 33
points ahead of Stanley DHSS. The
Individual Handicap tournament
was held on March 18 sponsored
by Neil Cranston, Insurance Broker
of Stanley. John Russell was the
winner off scratch beating Sam
Thurston -23, 19, 13 in the final.
Russell picked up another two titles
in the Stanley Closed held on March
31 at Consett with another victory
over Thurston in the men’s singles
adding the doubles with J. Jackson.
Thurston came into his own by
winning the Youth Singles and
doubles with Paul Shield.
Northumbria Centre A won the 1st
Division title in the Sunderland &
District League with Dunlop SC A
(Div. 2), General Hospital (Div. 3)
and St. Gabriel's Coaching Centre A
(Div. 4). St. Gabriel's achieved a
remarkable double for, in-addition
to their Div. 4 title success, they
also won the Team Handicap Cup
by defeating Div. 4 rivals Southwick
Centre B by 690 pointsto 617. The
Individual Handicap Singles was
won by 11-years-old Jonathan
Goss who defeated clubmate Chris
Smith by 100 points to 92.
Presentation Night was on April
12 at the Barnes Hotel where
League President Harold Coombs
and Simon Woods, the representa-
tive of Sun Alliance Insurance
Group, presented the trophies.
First Division title in the South
Shields League was won by Tyne
Dock YC Aand, in Div. 2, Brinkburn
CA A were the champions.
Washington TTC C won the Team

Handicap Cup when they defeated
Shiney Row CA by 699 to 652 in
the Philadelphia League. George
Parkin and Joe Young who re-
presented Washington C in the
Handicap Cup contested the
Individual Handicap final which
Parkin won by three points, 120 to
117. Tony Gelder won the open
singles title in the closed cham-
pionships and also the Div. 1
singles.

Hetton Meths A are 1st Division
champions, 3 points ahead of
Washington A with Great Lumley a
further point behind. Washington C
won Div. 2.

SUN ALLIANCE
SUNDERLAND CLOSED
Played at Crowtree Leisure Centre
on March 30, Peter McQueen
won the men’s singles title in which
only one seed failed to make the
quarters, namely Robert Reed who

lost to David Bissett.

Brilliant attacking play by Phil
Stafford resulted in him beating Cliff
Olsson at this stage in which
Stephen George ousted Tom
Robson, Bissett lost to Tony Gelder,
and McQueen overcame David
Godbold. George had the more dif-
ficult semi but beat Gelder(-16, 12,
17) whilst McQueen romped home
10, 11 against Stafford. In the final
McQueen totally outplayed George
in the first game, lost the second.
but recovered to take the decider.

Neither of the top seeds in the
women’'s singles reached the final
both going out at the penultimate
stage, defending champion, Shirley
Gelder, losing to Lynne Yarnell, and
Lynne Bainbridge playing second
fiddle to Linda Spensley. Lynne
Yarnell was the eventual winner.

Paul  Smith, the defending
veterans’ singles title holder, and
No. 1 seed, was beaten in the first
round by Larry Cartmel. The event
was won by Tom Bainbridge.
Michael Roughley won both the
boys” and U-15 boys' titles whilst
Jeanette Roberts won the girls’
title.

Results:

M.S: P. McQueen bt S. George 10, -18. 15.
W.S: L. Yarnell bt L. Spensley 21, 11.

M.D: D. Godbold/C. Olsson bt D. Mclvor/A.
Thompson -17, 15, 16.

W.D: L. Bainbridge/Yarnell bt S. Gelder/Spensley
19,11,

X.D: Maclvor/Bainbridge bt A. and S. Gelder 15, 18
V.S: T. Bainbridge bt G. Bissett 16. 19.

B.S: M. Roughley bt N. Thornley 17, 17.

G.S: J. Roberts bt C. Woods 3. 11.

U-18 B.S: Roughley bt P. Swift 14, 19,

Alan Shepherd reports from....

ESSEX
COMPETITION TOO GREAT

As you can see, our regular scribe
John Holland, finding that the
competition from that man in the
Isle of Wight was too great, has
retired from the scene, and left

matters in my hands. | cannot
promise the in depth reporting from
the tournament circuit that John
gave us, but | will do my best!

I must start by recording the tragic
outcome of the County Premier
week-end on our own hallowed soil
at Wanstead, namely the relegation
of our senior team to Division 2. As
far as | can tell we have not been
there since pre-Chester days.
Throughout the week-end Skylet
Andrew was superb and remained
unbeaten. Unfortunately our back-
up squad of David Newman, Kevin
Caldon, Desmond Chanlery ard
Tony Penny were unable to support
him with any singles wins at all,
which really made our chances of
staying up slim. Added to that Lisa
Hayden and Elaine Sayer, our girls,
found the going very tough.

The position might have been very

different had we beaten Lancashire
in our opening match, as perhaps
we deserved to do. At 4-4,
Newman, normally unbeatable in
these situations, faced Shaun
Browne, but the fates decreed that
the young Lancastrian should
emerge the winner of a heart-
stopping encounter. After that
everything went wrong, and we
even lost to a Surrey team which
even their most ardent supporter
could only class as weak, lacking as
it did Max Crimmins and David
Hannah.

Now we must look to our younger
brigade for the future, and | am
thinking particularly of Steve
Dorking, son of the legendary Ray.
Richard Darnell, and further ahead
Damiam Holland, that scourge of
the tournament referees.

This brings me to much more
pleasant tidings. | was absolutely
delighted with the performances of
our junior squad in the second stage
of the Junior Premier matches at St.
Neots. Considering their collective
lack of experience it was a great
effort to finish level fourth with
Derbyshire. | was rather surprised

that Murray corbin said that our
team “played reasonably well”. He
did not even mention Bernie
Lazarus, who must be one of the
most under-rated players around.
At the first week-end he reduced
Paul Savins to near speechlessness
and only lost to Cunningham and
Dixon. Here he gained a priceless
point for us against Middlesex by
beating Philip Szekeres at the last
gasp when we were 4-5 down and
an even more priceless win against
Derbyshire when he took the final
singles after we were 5-4 up!

| must say that | was bewildered to
read that Murray thought that
Middiesex had taken to heart
previous strictures about their kit
when they took part in the Senior
fact not a single one of their players
wore their registered colours. So
who is kidding whom? Then | read
the incredible comments by Iris
Moss in Middlesex Notes that her
County would like its players to look
smart, but until they raise some
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money. they will continue to field
“as many players as possible”
without regard to smartness. As |
read that, it means that Middlesex
are determined to ignore the
Regulations of the County Cham-
pionships. This seems to me
deplorable coming from the County
which has won the title two years
running.

Although | was referee of the
Essex Junmior Open at Harlow
recently, | will still say that the
Rachel Reid (13) from Brentwood
gasp when we were 4-5 down and
an even more priceless win against
Derbyshire when he took the final
singles after we were 5-4 up!

I must say that | was bewildered to
read that Murray thought that
Middlesex had taken to heart
previous strictures about their kit
when they took part in the Senior
fact not a single one of their players
wore their registered colours. So
who is kidding whom? Then | read
the incredible comments by lris
Moss in Middlesex Notes that her
County would like its players to look
smart, but until they raise some
money, they will continue to field
“"as many players as possible”
without regard to smartness. As |
read that, it means that Middlesex
are determined to ignore the
Regulations of the County Cham-
pionships. This seems to me
deplorable coming from the County
which has won the title two years
running.

Although | was referee of the
Essex Junior Open at Harlow
recently, | will still say that the
Tournament was a great success,
and ran perfectly to schedule, with
the Finals commencing when they
were supposed to. No small credit
for all this was due to our Organiser,
Mr. Barry Grainger. There were
some fine performances by Essex
players, some of which | have
mentioned elsewhere in this issue.
Perhaps the greatest achievement
was by 11-years-old Alison Gower,
who had a win over Julie Brion
(Berks) No. 45 on the Ranking List
and thus joins that august
company, leapfrogging over her
older sister Kate, who, to date, is
only No. 20 on the Cadet list! Then
there was the almost unknown
Rachel Reid (13} from Brentwood
who had a win over the ranked Lisa
Coulson (Berks).

Our three delightful girls, Tanya
Holland, Lisa Hayden and Giilian
Patten, all had good victories.
Tanya and Lisa have been
mentioned in my Tournament
Report. but not Gillian who did
herself no harm at all by having a
win over higher ranked Helen
Broomhead {Yorks).

The  microphone
throughout the week-end with
plaintive requests for Damian
Holland to report to one table or
another, and deputations had to be
sent to various quarters to find him
(once as far as Macdonaldsl!).
Despite all this his partnership with
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resounded

Michael ODriscoll flourished in
both the Cadet and Junior Doubles.

Finally | am sure everyone will join
me in our happiness at seeing our
popular County Secretary back in
action and in good health, after the
operation she underwent im-
mediately after leaving Harlow,
where she performed as diligently
as usual as Umpires Controller.

Alf Pepperd reports from....
GLOUCESTERSHIRE

As our sport advances well into the
80's the time has surely come for
the E.T.T.A. and high ranking
County Administrators to realise
that hanging on to old dogmas and
ideas in a rapidly changing en-
vironment is not really on, simply
because modern problems require
modern outlooks. Critics of our
sport (and there are many) are
always asking questions and the
answers of ten or so years ago are
perhaps no longer valid.

The E.T.T.A. and workers in -our
sport are not magicians - there is no
magic wand to wave - but this
should not debar us from seeking
new ideas.

Take County matches as one
example. | think most enthusiasts
would agree, they are poorly at-
tended. Why then do we not make
more use of our Leisure Centres in-
stead of some out of the way
draughty Village Halls. Run them at
one set date all over the Country in
Leisure Centres, where perhaps this
would bring in more genuine en-
thusiasts (both players and admini-
strators). If this were done a similar
situation would be created that
already exists at most 1- and 2-star
Tournaments, thus giving the true
enthusiasts the opportunity to meet
socially.

Our final County match of the sea-
son v Hampshire presented us with
rather treacherous weather con-
ditions for most of the way to
Hambleton Village Hall, but once
there Keir Donaldson and his team
made us very welcome and, prior to
leaving, hot bangers and beans cer-
tainly prepared us well for the jour-
ney home.

Yes we lost again, nothing new,
we haven't won one yet, and now
that we shall be back in the 3rd Divi-
sion next season it seems only
sensible to me that our County
teams, Senior and Junior, should
get down to some serious practice
this summer. Not too early - not too
late, BUT WELL IN TIME TO BE
PREPARED.

PROVIDENCE CAPITOL
COUNTY PREMIER LEAGUE

The last three rounds brought an ex-
citing climax, with the winners and
runners-up being decided by the
last two points of the very last
game. Indeed, with so many factors
contributing to this thrilling final, it

would have been impossible to plan
it deliberately, but, first let’s set the
scene for the final round of the
matches.

After 7 rounds Neil Taylor's team
were unbeaten and they had a lead
of 4 points over Darren Griffin's
team, and 5 points over Graham
Slack’s team, but they had to play
Griffin's  Tornados twice, both
matches being crucial. Then Neil
Taylor took a job in Dorset and was
unavailable, his place being taken
by Gloucester Junior Dale Saun-
ders in the 8th round. Dale did well
to win 2 sets, but his eider brother
Craig. for the very first time, lost all
his and they went down 5-4 to
Andrew Golding's team. Mean-
while Griffin's team were in spark-
ling form and beat Steve More-
man’s team 7-2, while Slack’s team
chalked up 6 points v Richard
Russell's side. this reduced the lead
of Taylor's team to one point over
Griffin's team and to three points
over Slack’s side.

In the 9th round, Griffin's team
beat Taylors team 6-3, while
Slack’s team ran up seven against
Andrew Golding's team: so at the
start of the last round Griffin’s team
had 47 points, Slack's 46 and
Taylor's 45. For the final round
Mark Owen, the Hereford County
player, was available and he took
over Taylor's position.

Slack’s team beat Golding's team
7-2 to give them 53 points. On the
next table Griffin's team were lead-
ing 4-3 so, if they won their last two
sets, they too would have 53 points
{(in the event of a tie there would be
a count back of games won and
lost) but cards of previous matches
were not available at the venue and
no one quite knew what resuit a
count back would produce.

In the battle of the number 2's be-
tween Alan Giles (Taylors Pom-
mies) and Martyn Lane (Griffin's
Tornados) the score reached deuce
in the third. Twice Alan had set
point, but Martyn drew level then
took advantage of his first set point
to win 24-22, so all depended on
the clash of the number 1s Griffin
and Owen. Mark won the first 15
but Darren levelled with 19. In the
vital third both players had leads but
lost them, until the score reached
19-all, but amid high tension Mark
won the last 2 points, thus re-
stricting Griffin's team to a 5-4 win
and to a total of 52 points.

30-13. G. Greening27-12. A. Vale
30-11.

It is very gratifying that the Spon-
sors, Providence Capitol, have
agreed to sponsor the League yet
again next season.

And finally upon the County Pre-
mier League, very grateful thanks to
its Chairman John Boyd for supply-
ing the above information.
clubs in Cheltenham”, writes Dave
Shill, “based at the St. Mark's Com-
munity Centre.”

During their long history, St.
Mark's have never been fortunate
enough to win the Cheltenham 1st
Division, often finishing runners-up
as they have done for the past three
seasons.

The Club has two County-ranked
players, Richard Russell {Avon} and
Frank Jones (Glos), who both de-
serve medals for outstanding ser-
vice.

Opponents became accustomed

"to Richard Russell travelling up from

Bristol during his University days,
but they thought they had seen the
last of him when he took up
employment in London much
earlier this year. Such is the player's
Character however that he recently
undertook a 200 mile round trip
after a day's work to boost the
Saints challenge for that elusive
title.

Meanwhile Frank Jones is re-
nowned for his heroics in the face of
sustained injury and has achieved
some amazing results whilst hop-
ping about on one foot, when at full
fitness he is fully capable of beating
any player in the County. Last
season he beat the County No 1
Darren Griffin, also Steve Moreman
and Martyn Lane.

Another St. Mark’s ‘crock’, is long-
serving club Secretary, Dave 'Ten-
nis Elbow’ Shill, nowadays res-
tricted to playing left-handed in Div
4.Dave's placein the ‘A’ team squad
has been filled by Peter Slack, who
is very well known in Midland
League Veteran circles.

St. Mark’s '‘B' team of Godfrey
Browning, Dave Vye, Ben Boulton
and Charlie Carter, have been
leading Div 2 for most of the
season, but after recent setbacks it
looks as if they too may have to be
satisfied with the runners-up spot.

Captain of St. Mark’s 'C’ is John
Boyd who contributes so much to
the sport as an administrator.
Super-Veteran Reg Jenkins, still

Final League Table

Slack's Savages

Griffin's  Tornados
Taylor's  Pommies
Golding's  Golddiggers
Moreman's  Muppets
Russell's  Razzle-dazzlers

Leading Point Scorers:

Nol's N. Taylor played 21 won 21.
Griffin 27-24. G. Slack and S.
Moreman 27-22. A. Golding 24-
19. No 2’s. D. Smith 30-16. S.
Callum27-14.P.Wood 30-14. M.
Lare 24-13. No 3s. C. Saunders

P. W L Pts.
10 7 3 53
10 7 3 52
10 7 3 49
10 4 6 41
10 3 7 41
10 2 8 32

going strong at the age of 80, is in
charge of the ‘D’ team.

Most of the members have been
with the club for a number of years,
and it must be admitted that the
average age is on the high side. This.
season has seen the launch of a new



County Notes

team, comprising Mike Brown,
Steve Chandler and Joe Hefter who
have succeeded in winning promo-
tion from Div 4 at their first attempt.

The fact that St. Mark’s players
seldom move elsewhere is indica~
tive of the coritentment within the
club. There is an overriding concern
that the game should be played in
the right spirit, and the lack of a'Win
at all costs’ approach has probably
made the difference between fin-
ishing first and second on at least
one occasion, BUT DOES IT
REALLY MATTER.

NEWS FROM STROUD

October 1985 will be a real mile-
stone in the history of the Stroud
and District League. ‘Fifty years ago
a small band of enthusiasts organ-
ised the starting of our League’

writes Ray Westbury, and adds ‘it
would be well to remember that the
many hours of pleasure, enjoyed by
countless numbers of participants,
are indeed thanks to their fore-
thought and enterprise’.

The present Chairman of the
League, John Bunn, is compiling a
booklet on the League’s long his-
tory. and he has uncovered many
fascinating facts about those very
early days. It would be most inter-
esting to speculate how today's
leading players would have fared
then, without the technological ad-
vances of today’s specialist rubbers.
John hopes to have his booklet
ready for the 50th Anniversary, and
it's sure to be good reading. a
reflec-tion of all the hard work and
time that he is putting into the
project.

The League has always been
blessed by having good manage-
ment Committees, many of its par-
ticipating clubs come from outlying
villages - well away from the centre
of Stroud. and the League ad-

ministration has always depended
on common-sense and good sound
judgement.

It would be fair to say that for the
past 25 vyears the backbone of
Stroud’s management Committee
has been two ever-presents, Les
Smith has been the League Secre-
tary for that period and also, for
most if it, has been doing the com-
bined job of Sec-Treasurer. Dave
Lewis has been the Match Secre-
tary for the same period, and be-
tween them they have given a
record service for which the League

Junior team. Alan also mentions not
to forget the Cadets who finished
third in the West Midland League
behind very strong Launceston and
Pontesbury sides. Well done - Keith
Rodway, Andrew Stratford, John
Pobjoy and Steve Rodway. Well
done Lads.

STROUD SCHOOLS
Senior: These Championships
were held at Marling School and re-

N

members should be truly thankful.

The attitude of the League has
always been to look forward, and
the recent venture of a News Letter
has proved to be very successful. It
has created much interest and open
discussion, and although the Editor
(Dave Pobjoy) often complains
about the lack of contributors from
the rank and file, he can be well
pleased with his efforts.

Stroud has not confined its activi-
ties to its own Parish. It has been a
strong supporter of the County
Association, and has provided
many Officers for that body and
there many Officers for that body,
and there is no reason to fear that
the next B0 years will not be as suc-
cessful as the past.

Thank you Ray Westbury for that
report.

Still with the Stroud League: A
report from 007v2 My special
Stroud Agent, Alan Lardner, who
only naturally sings the praises of
the Juniors (Williams, Gingell and
Rodway) who between them won
the Midland Junior League Div 4, a
first ever success for any Stroud

— K Ko

sulted in a new name being en-
graved on the Trophy.

Marling School defeated last
year's champions Highwood by an
aggregate score of 14-6 with lan
Pooler and Steve Rodway being un-
beaten for the Champions.
Junior: Here again a new name will
appear on the Trophy with last
year's runner-up Minchinhamp-
ton, this year taking pole position.
The Minchinhampton trio  of
Andrew  Thompson,  Matthew
Payne and Andrew Cluer dropped
only one set in achieving their
success.

STROUD’S FINALS RESULTS

J.D: Suzanne Webley/Howard Williams bt Neil Gingell
/Keith Rodway 17, -9. 13.

0.S. S.F's: Peter Harris bt Tracy Watkins 12, -17.,16.
Steve Davies bt Alan Giles 19, 24.

0O.D: John Bright/Watkins bt Harris/John Bunn 12,
15,

B.S: Williams bt Paul Vick 14, 16.

X.D: Alan Duke/Watkins bt Harris/Suzanne Webley
19, 10. i

V.S: Ray Poole bt Bright 21, 16.

W.S: Watkins bt Webley 17, 15.

O.S. Final: Harris bt Davies 15, 15.

GLOUCESTER FINALS
A capacity crowd saw Darren
Griffin retain his singles title by beat-

ing Richard Russell, 11, 15, 18.
Russell now working in London
came down specially for the event.
The Mixed was won by Heather
Colwill/William Dawe who beat
Jenny Ellery/Griffin, 19, 15.

The Boys' Singles was won by
Dale Saunders who beat Lawrence

Symonds -19, 12, 20. Open
Doubles title went to William
Dawe/Griffin  who beat Peter

Wood/David Smith 15, 12, and
the Women's Singles provided a
great triumph for the County’s No 1
Junior - Jenny Ellery who beat
Heather Colwill 14 and 4. In the

OUCH?!!

PERNAPS | SHOULD HAVE
WAITED UNTIL THEY'D

FINISHED!!!

Veteran Singles Peter Wood beat
John Fannin.

FINAL COUNTY RANKINGS

G - Gloucester, C - Cheltenham and
S - Stroud
Senior Men

. Darren Griffin (G)

. Neil Taylor (S}

. Andrew Golding (S)

. Graham Slack {C)

Steve Moreman (G)

. William Dawe (G)

. Sylvester Callum (C)

. David Smith (G)
Martyn Lane (G)

10. Frank Jones (C)

11. Peter Wood (G)

12. Craig Saunders (G)
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Boys

. Saunders

. Dale Saunders (G)

. Lawrence Symonds (G)
. Tony Wilson (G)

. Howard Williams (S)
. Adam Peck (C}

. Keith Rodway (S)

. Neil Gingelt (S)

Gary Thomas (G)
10. Steven Hodges (G)
11. Adrian Stalley (C)
12. Steven Rodway (S)
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Senior Women

. Cathy Robb (C)

. Christine lacopi {G)
. Jenny Ellery {G)

. Heather Colwill (G)
. Julia Evans (C)

. Julie Bearcroft (C)
. June Hall (C}

. Julie Philiips (S)

. Clare Symonds (G)
. Suzanne Webley (S)
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Girls
1. Ellery
2. Symonds
3. Webley
4. Dawn Bowles (C)
5. Nikkie Clarke {C)
6. Jenny Egan (C)
7. Cheryt Fannin (G)
8. Caroline Stainer (S)
9. Elizabeth Turner {C)
10. Leila Abdulla {C)
11. Caroline Thompson (S)
12. Lystra Maisey {C)

Severn-Sound
Independent Local Radio

This season | have recorded 29
regular weekly broadcasts, one live
‘Broadcast lasting 5 minutes from
the Gloucester Leisure Centre on
the Beneficial Cotswold Junior Se-
lect and in conclusion have had the
pleasure of 14 individual Radio In-
terviews - with Players and Admini-
strators all of which have been
heard over the air. My thanks to
everyone for their co-operation.

BITS AND PIECES

At last year's County A.G.M. | pro-
posed that the Warner Shield Tour-
nament should be shelved. My pro-
position fell flat on its face and a
decision to retain it yet again for
season 1984-85 held good.

Now will some kind person any-
where in the County please inform
me why, this season, has NOT ONE
WARNER SHIELD MATCH BEEN
PLAYED?

At the time of writing Nina
Tsakarisianos is* convalescing in
Greece after her major operation for
back disorders. She has not played
at all this past season, but we wish
her well upon her return to normal
health and table tennis.

In conclusion may | take this
opportunity to thank the many kind
friends who have helped to keep
this Gloucestershire Column alive -
Alan Lardner and Ray Westbury
from Stroud, Peter Slack, John
Boyd and Dave Shill from Chelten-
ham, and Bryan Merrett from Glou-
cester. Have a lovely summer and
hopefully see you next October.

David Cosway reports from....

HAMPSHIRE
RELEGATION AVOIDED

Hampshire Senior team reserved
their best performance for their last
match and their 7-3 win over
Gloucs. was sufficient to keep them
above Essex Il on sets average and
avoid  relegation. While Kier
Donaldson’s coaching and cap-
taincy may have worked in
the end., his management must
still be suspect. Doubts about
Kathy Ridgard’s availability led to
Cheryl  Buttery - Kierans,  being
recalled on the day as standby and
being needed. Kathy has not had
the best of times with the County
team since being recalled following
her county tournament win. Her
sets in the first match were negated
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because she had not been ranked in
time and now in this match a
shambles over travelling arrange-
ments. Hardly the way to treat your
county champion! Ramish Bhalla -
yes he does play for Hampshire not
Surrey as suggested in the last
Table Tennis News - wasagainon
song and won both his singles,
while Graham Toole and Derek
Holman each lost to Darren Griffin
and combined to lose to Griffin and
Steve Moreman at ‘deuce’ in the
third in the doubles. The women's
events were won comfortably with
Cheryl and Jill Green winning a
singles each and combining for the
doubles. The Junior team and both
Veteran teams finished in the
middle of the table. There is talk
about the need for a second county
team to be entered next season.
Certainly it is unfortunate players of
the ability of Cheryl, Kathy, Jill, Sara
Hammond and Barbara Clark on the
female side cannot be guaranteed
regular county play. Also on the
male side there is a wish to use a
second team as a stepping stone
between the Junior and Senior
teams. However, the stumbling
blocks are the costs and finding a
team captain.

The revised ranking list for the
Juniors issued on March 1 is:

1. Paul Hudless (Ald) ’

2. Sean Pickin (Bas)

3. Paul Lawrence (Ald)

4. Paul Whyton (And)

5. Richard Mandair (So)

6. Mark Thorne {So)

7. Stuart Ottley (Bas)

8. Jason Hickes (Bas)

9. Baljinder Gill {So)
10. Jason White (Bas)
11. Martin Johnstone (So)
12. Robert Kinnison (Bas)
13. Matthew Crammond (Ald)
14. Philip Davenport (Bas)
15. Dominic Giles (Ald)

Clearly this list is composed after
the Hampshire Junior closed and
while it is difficult to criticise | did
wonder about Luang La who lost in
the Southampton Junior final. He
had a difficult draw in the
Hampshire and is not ranked at all
despite four other Southampton
players appearing. Luang came
over as one of the ‘Boat People’
from Vietnam and has impressed
not only with his play but his tem-
perament and personality. Unfor-
tunately this was his last seasonas a
Junior. While on the subject of
juniors | must refer again to the
regrettable  situation regarding
Michael Auchterlonie. Michael was
born in  Hampshire, lives in
Hampshire, plays club table tennis
in Hampshire and is coached in
Hampshire. Despite these factors
Wiltshire insist on calling him theirs.
The ETTA ranking list class him as
Wiltshire despite the fact that the
Wiltshire appeal against Hamp-
shire’s refusal to release him was
turned down. All very unfortunate
and a slight against the people in
Hampshire who have done so much

to help Michael on his path to the
National Cadet Rankings. | hope
now all will be forgotten and he
will take his rightful place in the
Hampshire Junior team next
season.

| am afraid | have received no infor-
mation from the HTTA League
Secretary on the inter-town leagues
and can only report on the junior
division where Gen. Sec. Harold
Aldbury has sent mé the tables after
the second set of matches, which
read:

DIVISION |

PWDLF A Pts
Aldershot 44003010 8
Bournemouth A 42 112416 5
Southampton A 42 112218 &
Southampton B 41031129 2
Basingstoke 40 041327 0O
DIVISION |1
Portsmouth A 54013317 B
Bournemouth B 52 122327 5.
Porismouth B 51132129 3
Winchester 30211317 2

Jaques Generation of Fareham
followed their excellent draw with
the champions Ellenborough with a
sad ‘whitewash’ at the hands of
Ormesby. The poor match, the first
time | can remember saying that of
the Jaques team, was due to them
being forced to field two reserves:
The only tight sets involved Kevin
Satchell. | felt sorry for Jaques for
they were forced to postpone the
originali fixture for, | thought, pretty
thin reasons, when Ormesby had
‘star’ players involved elsewhere.
Ormesby. however, being a big
club have the strength to find good
reserves while Jaques fulfilled the
new fixture date with two very weak
players.

I will finish my season’s reporting

with a round-up of the local
Leagues from whom | have
received information. From

BOURNEMOUTH | am indebted
as usual to the 21 Up magazine
from Harold Pearce. | note that Eisie
Carrington, resident in  Bourne-
mouth, is to be honoured by the
award of the Geoff Harrower trophy
at the ETTA AGM. | am sure all her
friends in the county will join me in
congratulating her on this well-
deserved honour. In the individual
championships  the  evergreen
Trevor Smith of Merton won the
men'’s singles beating Steve Davies
of North in the final 19 &7. Harold
rates Tracey Scott-Pawson as his
‘player of the tournament’ and with
a win over Debbie Applin in the
women's singles, a win over Trevor
Smith in the Div. 1 final and com-
bining with Sarah Thomas to win
the women'’s doubles, | think he is
right. M. Toole of New Milton won
the veterans’ title after an
‘expedite’ final against Bunny Ellis.
Leanne - Harman and Rodney
Thomas won the mixed against
Paul and Ddebbie Applin. Rodney
Paul and Debbie Applin. Rodney
Thomas also took the premier title
with a win over Ellis and the junior
event beating Jason Hegarty. The
U-15 Juniors went to Debbie

. Brian Pitcher

Applin while Paul Bignall won the
U-13 title.

The GOSPORT AND FARE-
HAM League Div. 1 finished in
the same order at the top as last
year with the Fareham 'Blue’
team of Alan Long. Peter
Parsons and Andy Whitcher,
with reserve Bob Cox, winning
the championship from Gene-
ration Il, ‘Galaxies’ and
Fareham ‘Amber. Phil Wheaton
of ARE Amazons finished top of
Div. 1 averages with 92%.
Central Sports Tornados took
the Div. 2 title. Generation |l
‘Meteors’ the third and Knowle
‘hawks’ the fourth. In the
Closed only two of last season’s
winners retained their titles. In
the - men's singles none of
the top four seeds reached the
final. Whitcher, the holder, lost
in the semi to Keith Childs -10,
13, 14 who in turn lost in the
final to Long who had beaten
John Dubber 15, -16, 17 in the
other semi. The holder of the
women's singles, Jan Turley,
failed to arrive for her semi
against Wendy Lewis. Ann
Abrahams beat Junior Laura
Savaka 14 & 9 in the semi that
was played and went on to beat
Wendy in the final 7 & 14, In the
Juniors  Adrian  Walton beat
Richard Gorman -9, 12, 21 in
the semi, while lan Jones beat
James Mortimer 14 &14. In the
final Jones won 19 & 14. The
veterans title was retained by
with a final win
over Paul Wilding. Whitcher
and Parsons retained the Men's
doubles title. The mixed went to
Parsons and Laura Savaka who
beat Dave James and Betty
Shaw in the final 15 & 8. Keith
Davies, the  Gosport  Vice-
Chairman, ‘was in charge of a
well  organised and smooth

New champions of the PORTS-
MOUTH Div. 1 are the Cowplain
‘Blue’ team of Mark Bleakley, Ken
Burton, Ray Lush and Pete
Woodacre just pipping champions
Generation Il Aces at the post. A
surprising defeat for Generation to
third team Hambledon ‘Swallows’
ended their hopes of retaining the
title. Held for the first time at the
prestigious Mountbatten Centre the
Closed was not without its
problems. The awaited clash in the
Men's singles between Toole and
Bleakley failed to materialise when
Mark did not arrive. He thought the
tournament was the following
week! Graham beat Graham Pointer
10 & 7 to reach the final where he
met Andy Bugdon who had beaten
Mike Gurney in the semi -17, 13,
15. Atightfirst game in the final but
Toole retained his title 21 & 15. In
the Women’s singles Jan Turley
arrived this time for the semi against
Wendy Lewisandwon-13, 15, 12
while in the other semi Laura
Savaka beat Mary Warren 19 & 17.
In the final Jan was taken close by
the promising Junior Laura before
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Last County Match - we lose 6-
4,

Both the lIsland and our hosts
Dorset Il were well below strength.
Ours wasin effect a B Team with
C.P. at the World Championships.
Jim Daly working, Regina on
“liday and so forth. However, our
.. 3 Joy Batten and Sharon Urry
(' on three between them. lt was
Sharon's debut and Joy's first ever
singles win for the County. She
played with anti-loop both sides a
her own hard bat is illegal (same
colour both sides). As she loves it
and has played with it for 20 years
and it is ‘legal’ in our league, she
does not want to change it or risk
putting boot polish on one side
which would, | am told, make it
‘legal’ again. Such are the facts of
life. Words fail me - for once.

Super Cup

Wroxall won the Peach ‘Super’ Cup
by beating Columbia 6-3 in ther
final. It was a tactical as well as
palying triumph. The rules of this
competition are that no team must
field players with an averages totla
of more than 160% (achieved inthe
previous season). Wroxall's answer
wasto field some improving players
whose averages are certainly much
higher THIS season. They were
Veterans Bill Kittle and Alan
Hulbert, whilst  Keith  Taylor
always does get his name on a lot of
cups! Bill as taken to ‘expidite’ by
Maurice and Chris Fenn and these
were the two Columbia had to win.
They did not and only a C.P. solo
went on the score sheet.

'Expidite’ Reflections

| certainly share reader Bruce
McKenzie's views that, whilst we all
want to see ‘rallies’, we want them
to be good ones. A higher net
would produce longer rallies of
both kinds. | have always favoured
an earlier call to ‘expidite’. | regard
10 minutes as about right.| speak
with feeling as | went the distance
oh 20 occasions in one fast-moving
season. It was also a memorable
time for my team mates, as they
departed to a neighbouring pub
whenever | strode to the table. My
guilt feelings never left me. Yes, 10
minutes is enough.

Hello and Good-bye

Though you will not see my name in
these columns, | shall still be
around. With Carl mainly in
Germany | shall not go to quite so
many tournaments, but | shall
continue to take an active part in the
sport.My faith in Table Tennis
remains. Two decades ago
Snooker was quite insignificant .
When the 35-year-old Ray Reardon
turned professional, after his first
season he had £8 in the bank.
Today Snooker is the darling of the
media and a growth industry.
Things happen as quickly as that.
Tomorrow it could be our turn - and
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why not? Yesterday may be a
catalogue of missed opportunities,
of chances bungled and public
relations disasters. Tomorrow may
be another story and this fabulous
sport of ours may find its place in
the sun. We can ali be part of this.
We can make it happen.

Terry Bown reports from....

LEICESTERSHIRE
‘PREMIER BOUND’

The County Senior squad duly se-
cured their return to the Premier
Division next season when they
beat Yorkshire Il 7-3 in their last
fixture to take the Div 2A Cham-
pionship.

In @ match that was always going
Leicestershire’s way Dave Gannon,
Phil Smith and Chris Rogers got the
county off to a flying start with
straight game wins ove D. lllings-
worth, P. Longstone and D. Munt
respectively. The first reversal came
in the Women's Doubles which saw
Karen Smith and Julie Revill lose a
tight two-ender to M. Seaton and
L. Broomhead. Rogers and Gannon
restored the three set advantage
with a workman-like job to take the
Men's Doubles. Premier status was
assured when Gannon overcame
Longstone to win Leicestershire’s
much needed fifth rubber. With the
pressure off, the last four rubbers
were shared when Rogers and
Karen Smith beat lllingsworth and
Seaton respectively. So, there's
everything to look forward to next
season when, hopefully, the Sen-
iors start their extended run in the
higher strata.

The Juniors saved their best per-
formance for their last match, going
down 4-6 away to Warwickshire.
Loughborough's  Paul Bumpus
opened the match with a best of
three win over Verendar Chauhan
only to see the advantage lost when
lan Brown and Richard Grimley lost
their opening rubbers. Tracey Clark
and Gail Chapman squared the
match, winning a close Girls" Dou-
bles over Dawn Bromley and Tracey
Green. Bumpus and Brown lost the
Boys’ Doubles but the proceedings
were squared yet again when
Brown overcame Chauhan in the
most exciting rubber of the day.
Tracey Clark, with a fine win over
Dawn Bromley, gave the Juniors a
chance of their first point of the
season at 4-5, however it wasn't to
be as Grimley found the talents of
Steve Swallow too much to bear.

With Veterans conceding their
match against Essex I, the results
were as follows:

LEICESTERSHIRE 7 YORKSHIRE 11 3

D Gannon bt lllingsworth 18, 10: bt Longstone 13,
14,

P Smith bt Longstone 5, 12: lost to Mun =16, -15.
C Rogers bt Munt 10, 9: bt Illingsworth 9, 20.

K Smith/J Revill lost Seaton/Broomhead -17. -19.
Rogers/Gannon bt lllingsworth/Munt 19, 15.

Reviil lost Broomhead -15, -10.
Smith bt Seaton 8, 14.

WARWICKSHIRE 6 LEICESTERSHIRE 4
{Leicestershire names first)

P Bumpus bt Chauhan-13, 10. 15: jost Randle -16,
-8.

1 Brown lost Swallow 19, -13, -15: bt Chauhan -
20, 18.

R Grimley lost Randle -8, -10; lost Swallow-15.-11.
T Clark/G Chapman bt D Bromley/T Green 13, -12,
15.

Bumpus/Brown lost Randle/Swallow -19, -19.
Chapman lost Green -10, -17.

Clark bt Bromley 13, 15.

ROSE JOHNSON
MEMORIAL TROPHY

9.

There was disappointment for or-
ganiser Audrey Watson when an
entry of only 21 players took part in
the 24th staging of the above,
ladies only, handicapped competi-
tion.

Glenys Odams, who has had such
a good season, found herself giving
away more points than she would
have liked, but still managed to get
to the final of a competition she has
won on four previous occasions.
Karen Smith paid the penalty for
being just too good - she won her
2nd round match against Joanne
Murray, having to give Joanne 14
points start, but in the next round
found giving 13 start to Tracey
Clark just too much. All credit to
Karen for entering and giving some
of the league’s more lowly competi-
tors a chance to play against her.

Jose Rogers had a very good tour-
nament, reaching the semi before
coming up against Liz Bryant, and
Tracey Clark, the holder of the
trophy also reached the semi before
losing a close match against
Glenys. One person very pleased
with her handicap was Knighton
Park’s Liz Bryant. A 12-year-old
who has improved over the last few
weeks of the season, it was obvious
from the start that she would be
hard to beat. To reach the final Liz
won against Anne Thomas's long
pimpled rubber, then conquered
Jane Heath's spin, followed by Jose
Rogers’s hard bat! In the final she
had 11 start against Glenys, but
when Glenys pulled back to 10-14
it looked as if the youngster would
crack. To prove what a good temp-
erament she has, she took the next
few points to put herself back into a
commanding lead and went on to
take the first game. She lost the
second at 20-22 but with great
concentration, a good range of
shots and a cool head, she took the
Trophy.

RESULTS

SEMI-FINAL Tracey Clark lost Glenys Odams (+2) -
15, 20, -18; Liz Bryam {+11) bt Jose Rogers 18, 15.
FINAL Liz Bryant (+11) bt Glenys Odams 17, -20,
13.

LEICESTER CLOSED

The Leicester League's Closed
Championships of Sunday 17th
March were held for the first time
ever at the Granby Hall Leisure
Centre where facilities available
were generally an improvement to
the Leicester University sports hall.

The entry list of nearly 300 saw
many fine matches of a high stan-
dard with lots of enthusiasm and

commitment displayed. There were
many fine rallies and matches like
Phil Smith getting the better of
Maurice Newman in the Men's
Singles semi, the excellent Mixed
between Tony Kinsey/Julie' Reuvill
and Newman/Jane Heath which
saw the former progress to the final.
There were lots of close matches -
P. Lad defeated R. Ahmed 30-28 in
the third; S. Amin beat Graham
Imlay 29-27 in the second; Mike
James lost to Steve Day 20-22,
22-24; Mike Steeples beat Joanne
Heath 21-18, 19-21, 21-19;
Keith Bramhall beat D. Gohel 20-
22, 21-19, 21-18; Tony Kinsey
lost to Maurice Newman 25-27,
22-24. All this and the ladies pro-
vided some excitement too, how
about Janet Panters’ performance
against Julie Revill going down 21-
17,10-21, 16-21 and Liz Bryant's
9-21, 22-20, 21-18 versus
Joanne Heath.

A successful day then, which was
achieved by the people who volun-
teered their help and are too numer-
ous to name.

RESULTS
MS: Graham Hall bt Phil Smith 14, 15; WS: Karen
Smith bt Julie Revill 14, 13
C€S: Chris Kinsey bt Graham Imlay 13, 21; BS: Paul
Bumpus bt Andrew Clark 16, 3
IS: Martin Pickles bt Bumpus 20. 17; VS: Geol
Aldwinkle bt Brian Mayfield -17, 19, 15.
UNDER 100 Craig Watt bt Vaughan Allington -19,
19, 13; UNDER 150 C. Kinsey bt Alex Mason 20,
19.
UNDER 200 Dave Clawson bt Michael Steeples 17.
17: UNDER 250 Tim Odams bt Terry Highton 16,
12.
UNDER 300 Martin Simpson bt Steve Day 18, -19.
14,
MD: Hall/Maurice Newman bt Smith Steve Kenney
19. 16.
XD: Slﬁon Griew/Smith bt Tony Kinsey/Revill -16,
23, 9.

Kath Fisher reports from....

LINCOLNSHIRE

THREE CHEERS FOR
THE VETS

Congratulations to our Vets team
who are the new champions of
the Premier Division. Everything
depended on the matches between
Lincs v Herts and Cheshire v Kent.
Lincs won theirs 6-3 and had
decided, thinking Cheshire would
beat Kent, that they would be
runners-up on games difference.
But Kent had other ideas and pulled
off a great win also 6-3.

A little later a ‘phone call to Lincs
gave them the great news that they
were the winners by 2 clear points.
This win was thoroughly deserved.
The team (Matt Sheader, Brian
Allison, Brian Edlington and Connie
Moran) have played well all season
and only lost one match to Essex 5-
4 when they had a reserve in as
Edlington was not available.

In the Grimsby Closed, Pauline
Hale pulled off the surprise of the
season by winning her first singles
title. Pauline, who has been
entering for about 30 years and has
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won doubles titles, always found
the singles eluded her, often getting
to the semi or the final but not
clinching the title until this year
when she beat Linda Thompson in
the final of the women'’s singles.
Sharon Harvey also did well in this
event, beating Mrs. Moran before
losing in the semi to Pauline. Other
events went more or less as
expected.

Results:

M.S: s-f's: M. Sheader bt G. Moran 8, 12: B. Aliison
bt I. Walker 13, 17.

Final: Sheader bt Allison 14, 20.

W.S: s-fs: P. Hale bt S. Harvey 13, 15; L. Thompson
bt K. Fisher 18, 17.

Final: Hale bt Thompson 21. 11.

M.D: s-f's: Allisor/Sheader bt W. Noon/P. Taylor
20,12:

R. Blow/W. Moran bt G. Moran/Walker -21, 19, 14.
Final: Allison/Sheader bt Moran/Walker 1B, 13.
W.D: s-f's: Fisher/C. Moran bt A Baker/H. Wilmore
19, 18; Harvey/Thompson bt E. Blastland/Haie 16,
-1, 19.

Final: Fisher/Moran bt Harvey/Thompson 21. 16.
M.V.S: s-fs: Sheader bt T. Marland 5. 12; W.
Moran bt Allison 16, -16, 18.

Final: Sheader bt Moran 10, 9.

W.V.8: s-f's: Moran bt Hale 18, 9;Fisher bt Wilmore
-12.18,17.

Final: Moran bt Fisher 18, 15.

X.D: s-f's: Walker/Harvey bt Taylor/Thompson 21,
11; Sheader/Moran bt G. Moran/Hale 17, 11.
Final: Sheader/Moran bt Walker/Harvey 9. 186.
B.S: Final:Noon bt J. Whattam 12, 9.

G.S: Final: Thompson bt Harvey 13, 19.

Ray Hogg reports from....

NORFOLK
EARLY START LATE FINISH

At the middle of April all our County
commitments are honoured and all
local leagues are finishing off the
odds and ends and preparing for the
AGM's and how to entice people to
them. Then | find out that there are
no less than 3 more National

League matches still to play - the
last one on May 19. | complained
about the early start to the N.L. and
| now complain about the late
finish.l would like to see the season
condensed between October and
April but my sympathies go to the
persons who have to work out the
calendar. Norwich Foxwood N.L.
team have some sorting out to do
before next season as the retire-
ment of Doug Bennett has left a
bigger hole than was thought at the
time. Maybe Stephen Howlett
could become anchor man at 4 and
also a steadying influence on a fairly
young team. Also Coach/Manager
John Vaughan is finishing at the end
of this season only because he pub-
licly stated that he would do the job
for two seasons if required but then
wanted to get back to normality.
Having known John for many years
when he takes on a task, be it
playing or administration, he gives
his all and he must have been
slightly disenchanted with the atti-
tude of some of his players at prac-
tice sessions.

Our senior 1st team is finishing on
a high note by taking a point off
Kent Il with our Stevenson twins
scoring all five, and then with Phil

Logsdon available beat Sussex Il 6-
4 even with the twins having an off-
day. Sue Allen weighed in with a
two-straight beating of Sue Haf-
fenden and Wendy Hogg had a rare
battle with the very steady Sheila
King losing 19 in the third. Allin all it
makes one wonder what we could
have done had our best team been
available for all matches. Norwich
and District has had a busier time
than usual this year with the 50th
Anniversary celebraticns on March
29, which | was invited to attend
together with Tom Blunn but that
evening | was on my way to
Macclesfield with my wife for a
VETS tournament. Associated with
these celebrations the league held a
special competition for Divs 1 to 4
and another for Divs 5 to 10. These
were very well attended and
possibly will become a regular fea-
ture of the season. The premier divi-
sions were to have their own com-
petition as the highlight of the week
but only 8 players entered so it was
cancelled. | say no more. Another
innovation this season was a pairs
championship limited to 32 pairs
and after a slow start for entries was
played off with a full complement of
players most of whom would like it
repeated.

Sunday, March 24 was the date of
the Norwich closed champion
ships. Entries poured in then Nor-
wich beat Ipswich in the Milk Cup
semi-final at Carrow Road to reach
Wembley - Sunday March 24!
Many players then withdrew as this
doesn’t happen very often. The
championships carried on, only a
little reduced, but some seeded
players were absent. Phil Logsden
was present and carried all before
him in the Singles, as expected.

His team have won Premier A Divi-
sion, Readwin Cup, and even the
handicap cup with Phil off minus a
hell of a [ot. Another happening was
the Richard Morley Memorial
Trophy for which eight players are
nominated for their services to the
game, not necessarily their playing
excellence. Gothics’ Tony Hipper-
son was a most popular winner of
this trophy, and as a veteran player |
hope to see him in action next
season with the County team. Pre-
suming we have one or two.

A special meeting of all interested
in the future of the County Assoc-
iation has been called to discuss
among other important matters,
such as finance or the lack of, what
in the way of teams should we enter
next season. It has been mooted
that two veteran teams be applied
for as there seems to be plenty of
players of the right age and interest.
Should this happen and there are
players out there in the other parts
of Norfolk who read this and are in-
terested please contact me.

One final thing, | was looking
hopefully for World Championship
results in the papers and the Daily
Mail said it all - T.T. World indivi-
dual results - Chinese except where
stated.

Pauline Long reports from....

NORTHUMBERLAND
CANADIAN VISIT

The Northumberland County junior
teams were privileged to play hosts
to the Canadian National junior side
when they made a short tour of this
country prior to participating in the
Commonwealth Championships in
the Isle of Man.

The boys' team were victorious in
their match with Thomas Blackman
and Peter Curry each winning a
singles and combining to win the
doubles set for a 3-2 win: The girls,
however, were well beaten and
failed to record a single success as
they slumped to a 0-5 defeat.

RESULTS
Boys
Blackman lost to John Mah -19, -20: btLam Tan 13,
9.
Curry lost to Mah -18, -186; bt Tan 18, -18, 17.
Blackman/Curry bt Mah/Tan 18, 19.

GIRLS

Clare Mouzon lost to Cathy Chu-13, 14, -15; lost to
Helene Bedard -11, -14,

Denise Wilkinson lostto Chu-11, -14; lost 1o Bedard -
12, -15.

Mouzon/Wilkinson lost to Chu/Bedard -17, -12.

The Byker Newcastle first team
had an excellent win in the Halex
National League when they won 7-
1 away to South Yorkshire Il. Neil
McMaster, Eddie Smith and Black-
man won two sets each and
Stephen George one. McMaster is
having a particularly good spell at
the moment and is unbeaten in the
second half of the season at the
time of writing: The second team,
however, crashed to yet another
defeat when they lost 3-5 at home
to South Yorkshire lll.

In the National Team Knock-out
Competitions, the Northumberland
League Wilmott Cup team beat
Bradford 5-0 and were due to meet
Liverpool in the next round. The
Carter Cup side, however, after
beating Sunderland 5-0, fell 1-8 at
the quarter-final stage to Sheffield.
The Bromfield Trophy team were
due to play Ormesby, but were
unfortunately forced to foifeit the
match owing to first Northumber-
land then Ormesby being una
vailable to play on the suggested
dates - by which time the closing
date had passed.

Northumberland  players  per-
formed well in the recent South
Yorkshire tournament. Peter Mc-
Queen added another class 2
singles title to his name and also
reached the men's singles final by
beating the highly-ranked Nigel
Eckersley in the semis, but losing
out to Steve Mills at the final stage.
lan Robertson, partnered by Brian
Johns of Cheshire, won the men’s
doubles title when they defeated
Kevin Satchell and Steve Brunskillin
the final. McQueen and McMaster
reached the semis but after losing
the first end they were forced to pull
out because of an injury to Mc-
Master. Eddie Smith reached the
quarter-finals of the men's singles
and McMaster got to the same

stage of the Class 2 event, while
Stephen George reached the semi-
finals of the latter event where he
came up against McQueen.

Most of the Northumberland
League promotion and relegation
positions have now been decided.
Tyne Dock Y.C. having led the way
in the Premier Division nearly all
season, slipped up at the finish anc!
were pipped at the post by Bykei"'v
C.C. 'A" for the championship. -
Byker's team of McMaster, Smith
and Keith Patterson clinched the
titte when they defeated North
Shields YMCA ‘A’ in their final
match. Tyne Dock’s downfall came
about when they were beaten by
North Shields YMCA 'A" and Rey-
rolle ‘A" as well as being held to a
draw by Newcastle YMCA "A’ - the
latter result being the most sur-
prising of ali considering that the
YMCA team, together with North
Shields YMCA ‘B’ are doomed to
relegation.

The Wansbeck squad of Charles
and Clare Mouzon, Derek William-
son and Alan Hill have already won
the Div. 1 title and they will be
joined in the Premier Division next
season by either Electrics 'B" or
Lemington C.C., who were due to
meet each other in their final match.
At the other end of the table, White-
house Lane 'B’, Blyth Town A’
Reyrolle ‘B and BSRA "A" all drop
into the second division.

The Boldon C.A. squad of John
Burke, Ken Bowman, Ronnie Bell
and Doug Cole were runaway win-
ners of Div. 2A, with Northumbria
Fire Brigade ‘A’ finishing in second
spot. A very closely fought Div. 2B
was eventually settled with Electrics
‘B (Ron and Kevin Shakesheff,
Jonathan Miller and Andrew
Beattie) winning the championship
and Ashington YMCA ‘A’ taking
second place equal on points with
Tyne Gas Welfare "A’, but with a
slightly better sets average.

Dunston Hill Hospital ‘B' were
clear winners in Div. 3A with North
Shields YMCA ‘D’ seven points
behind them. Div. 3B was won by
Shankiea ‘A’, who remained unde-
feated all season, while Woodlands
Park Old Boys were the runners-up.
Shanklea ‘B’ and John Boste Y.C. 'B’
are still fighting for the top place in
Div. 4, although both teams are
assured of promotion. The former
needed two points from their last
two matches to go up as
champions.

Byker C.C. ‘A also had the chance
of a League and Cup double, as
they were due to meet Revac in the
semi-final for a place in the final
against Tyne Dock.

The Tyneside Summer League
season was due to commence the
season was due to commence the
second week in May and will run
until approximately the second
week in August.
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Michael Tunningley reports fiom....

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
TITLE CLINCHED

On a happy note, | am pleased to
report that Notts Juniors have
clinched the Div. 3A title following
an excellent unbeaten season.
"The squad comprising Adrian Bol-
ton, John Holland Robert Fearn,
Tim Sheppard, Kay Mayall, Claire
Oldman and Michelle Tomlinson
have proved they have the talent
and ability to go far during the
coming years.

The crucial fixture which decided
the County Championship came
when they faced the strong Lincoln-
shire team who were also unbeaten
at this time.

Holland, Fearn and Bolton gave
Notts a flying start by defeating
Chris May, Wayne Noon and Mark
Arnold respectively. The two Notts
girls Mayall and Oldman fought
hard in the doubles before even-
tually losing a thrilling third set 27-
'25 to Linda Thompson and Joanne
Mole. However wins in the boys’
doubles and by Holland over Noon
brought the score to 5-1 and it was
left to Bolton and Kay Mayall to
leave Notts with a 7-3 victory.

Having already achieved their goal
Notts travelled to Clevelandfor their
final fixture and again recorded a 7-
3 win to put the icing on the cake.
Wins for Bolton (2) Sheppard (2)
Holland (1) Mavyali (1) plus the boys’
doubles left Notts looking forward
with optimism to next season in the
higher league.

LATEST COUNTY RANKINGS

MEN

Trevor Kerry
Ransford Scott
Mark Pearson
Mark Edwards
Lee Neil
Richard Tilford
Gordon Fearn
Mike Bishop
Cecil Davis
10. Paul Clarke
11. Barry Taylor
12. John Holland
12. Tim Sheppard
12. Pete Colbrook
12. Robert Fearn
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WOMEN

Pauline Simpson
Jackie Bult

Angeia Brettell
Kay Mayal}

Alison Taylor
Susan Everatt
7.Michelle Tomlinson
8. Claire Oldman

9. Andrea Tunningley
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BOYS

Adrian Bolton
John Helland
Tim Sheppard
. Robert Fearn
Robert Yong

. Stephen Taylor
. Gary Sheppard
. Adrian Elson

. Richard Stokes
10. Tommy Oldham
11. Ashley Hewes
12. Kevin Flynn

R

GIRLS
1. Mayall
2. Tomlinson
3. Oldman
4. Tunningley
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
CLOSED

15-year-old Kay Mayall has reason
to be proud of herself following
the Notts T.T.A. Closed held at
Mansfield Leisure Centre.

Not only did she win the Girls’
Singles title but she went on to
achieve the Women’'s Open Singles
titte by defeating the Notts No 2
ranked Jackie Bull in the final.

Ransford Scott took the Men's
Singles title defeating Richard Tii-
ford in the final.

OTHER RESULTS
OD: M. Pearsory/T. Bramford bt R. Tilford/L. Neil
BS: A Bolton bt John Holland

BD: R. Fearn/J. Holland bt A. Bolton/T. Sheppard
CS: R. Yong bt A, Hewes
GS: K. Mayall bt C. Oldman

Mixed Doubles winners: B. Taylor/A. Taylor
Veterans: A Jesson bt J. Ellis

WORKSOP LEAGUE

Unbrako ‘A" have clinched the Div
One Title for the fourth time in five
years after a season’s struggle with
runners-up  Genefax. Unbrako's
team of Paul Clarke, Dale Ajeto. lan
Bailey, Paul Mitchell, Mick Riley
and Ron Whitehead have really
done well considering the absence
of Ajeto who has been working in
Australia on the QE2 and Paul
Clarke through injury and work
commitments. Both players were
missing at length during the season
but their squad provided an excel-
lent back-up when required to do
S0.

CWS "B’ convincingly won promo-
tion from Div 2 and at the time of
writing Gerhard Moellers appear to
be in a good position to go up with
them despite their shock defeat by
Batchelors 'C’ recently.

The Div 3 championship is still un-
decided with Sports Centre cur-
rently holding a 1 point lead over
their close rivals Glass Bulbs and
with both sides due to play each
other in the last match of the season
an exciting finale is envisaged.

Worksop played Retford in their
Annual Inter-Town Competition
over two legs and ran out overall
winners 21-15.

Following the 1st leg when Work-
sop ‘A’ beat Retford ‘A" 6-3 and
Worksop ‘B° went down 5-4 to
Retford 'B° Worksop held a slender
two set advantage for the return.
Retford ‘A’ reversed the scoreline of
6-3 when they defeated Worksop
‘A" but Worksop ‘B’ gained a deci-
sive 8-1 victory over Retford ‘B’ to
ensure the F. E. Holdings trophy for
1985. A total of over 150 people
watched the event which proved to
be a total success. /

Despite a reduction of industrial
closures in the Worksop area the
hard-working coaches have gained
a large number of juniors for their
Sunday afternoon coaching ses-
sions. Some 30 players now attend
the four hour course on a regular
basis and the league are hopeful all
the hard work will bear fruit to
increase the number of teams next
season. Many thanks to Mick Bar-

trop, Pete Colbrook, Paul Clarke
and Dale Ajeto for all their efforts.

The league's chairman Mr. Nor-
man Davison soon acted on the
league’s behalf when he saw a new
youth club opened in his village of
Carlton-in-Lindrick. He immedi
ately made contact with the youth
leader and organised a junior tour-
nament and unbelievably acquired
60 entrants, of which 45 turned up
on the day. The venture was a huge
success and it will now be an annual
event.

Following discussions between
the league, Bassetlaw District
Council and the officials of the Bas-
setlaw Sports Centre the league
look set to have their own table
tennis headquarters during 1986.
Although a number of points still
have to be ironed out it is a step in
the right direction as the Centre can
cater for up to 800 spectators and
there is talk of the offer of the Centre
staging County and International
matches.

The Council have already acquired
6 table tennis tables for the summer
league and have virtually promised
a £20,000 grant for roof repairs. A
good liaison between all parties
followed by frank discussions seem
to be the order of the day as the
league’s committee try to bring
table tennis in the area into the
1990's.

In closing my first report, | would
be most grateful if all leagues in
information giving news items of
their area in order that they can be
printed in the Table Tennis News.

Following the tragic death of
Gerry Chapman, the Notts

- County reporter, Mike Tunning-

ley, the Hon. Sec of the Work-
sop and District TTL, has taken
over yet another role. Ed.

Gerald Green reports from....

SHROPSHIRE
SHROPSHIRE ‘CLOSED’

Top seeds Malcolm Green and
Alison Gibson, both of Grove TTA.,
duly won the men’s and women'’s
singles titles at the Shropshire
‘Closed’ held at the Grove Schoal,
Market Drayton.

Green demonstrated his superior-
ity by beating all the opposition in
straight games - Gary White (Tel-
ford), John Holding (Telford), lan
Baker {Shrewsbury), Colin Wilson
(Grove), and in the final Keith Sil-
litoe (Grove) 21-9, 21-8, could not
counter the top spin play of the de-
fending champion.

Alison Gibson won her women's
title after beating Vicky Boyd
{Grove)} in the final.

Green and Sillitoe combined to
win the men’s doubles and pre-
dictably, Alison and Vicky gained
the honours in the women's
doubles.

Runners-up in the men's event
were Terry Jones and Malcolm
Langford of Telford and second in
the women's event were Caroline
Ashcroft and Tara Hanley of Grove.

The boys' singles title went to
Justin Goodall (Pontesbury} with
team-mate, David Morris runner-
up.

Vicky Boyd won the girls’ title
with Cheryl Jones of Oswestry
runner-up.

The boys" doubles final was
claimed by Morris and Goodall and
the girls’ doubles titie by Boyd and
Audrey Barnett. Morris won the
cadet boys’ singles title at the ex-
pense of clubmate, Matthew
Jeffrey.

Richard Brown (Pontesbury) is
under-12 boys’ title-holder and Gail
Ottolini posted her intentions in the
under-12 girls event, beating Claire
Marshall and Sasha Talbot before
extending Tara Hanley.

Caroline Ashcroft fought her way
to the final with wins over Claire
Hand, Laura Talbot and. Anne-
Marie Williamson. ‘The final saw
Ashcroft beat Hanley in three.

Shrewsbury's Mike Beaman was a
well deserved winner of the veter-
ans’ competition at the expense of
Bill Herbert of Telford.

GRADED SINGLES

in the Grove School graded
singles Justin Goodall upset the
form book by beating clubmate
Colin Wilson in the final of the R and
R Roofing grade A singles having
lost to his ultimate adversary in the
preliminary group matches.

The much travelled Anthony Elliott
from RAF Shawbury won the IMC
grade B event beating Paul Brown
of Grove in the final.

The Roofrite grade C competition
saw a Telford player winning for the
first time in the two year history of
the event.

Peter Jones underlined his recent
rapid improvement with a final win
against Richard Brown of Pontes-
bury.

A resolute Claire  Marshall
emerged winner of the Salop Roof-
ing grade D event. In the final she
narrowly beat Alan Hendy in an all
Grove clash.

Claire Holland won the Wylie and
Holland grade E competition after
meeting Michael Pigram in the final.

COUNTY LEAGUE
(4-A-SIDE)

Grove of Market Drayton, who
finished their season unbeaten,
are the winners of the Shropshire
County League-in its inaugural year.

Grove clinched the title beating
Fitzalan of Oswestry 6-2.

Grove Juniors progressed up the
table as they beat Telford Bin a hard
fought match.

Shrewsbury secured third place
with a resounding 5-2 win over Tel-
ford A.
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TELFORD LEAGUE

In Div 1 Shifnal A finished their re-
maining matches by beatingTar-
mac C 8-2 and narrowly beating
Broseley A 6-4.

They must now wait and see if
Albrighton A can win their three
remaining matches. P. Coulson
won her two sets for Tarmac
against Shifnal while M. Beaman
won his three for the Broseley team.

GPO B are doomed to relegation
as they narrowly lost 6-4 to fellow
strugglers Tarmac C. J. Wooton
winning three and P. Coulson two.
They then lost to Tarmac B 10-0.

Tarmac A beat Tel Dev A 8-2, M.
Evans winning his three for the Tar-
mac A side.

MIDLAND LEAGUE

Telford veterans travelled to
Leicester to play their last Mid-
land League fixture in Div 1 hoping
for their first win of the season. But
Leicester had other ideas as they
ran
Leicester had other ideas as they
ran out 6-4 winners. Holding won
twofor Telford.

SHROPSHIRE RANKINGS

Malcolm Green of Grove retains
his position at the top of the Shrop-
shire NMW ranking list.

His successes in the English and
Shropshire Closed all count in his
ranking.

Alison Gibson of Grove
retains her top spot in the women's
list following her successes for
Grove I in the Shropshire County
League.

Justin Goodall of Grove and team-
mate, David Morris, head the boys’
list. Victoria Boyd of Grove holds
top position in the girls™ list.

RANKINGS

(Grove unless stated)
MEN
Malcolm Green
. Keith Sillitoe
Justin Goodall
Tim McGill
. Chris Edwards
David Morris
. lan Baker {Shrew)
. Darrell Corfield (Pontes)
Gerry Owen (Oswes)
Coin wilson
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Goodall

McGill

Norris

. Corfieid

David Williams

. Robert Holding {Tel)
. Simon Cooper

. Nigel Holding (Tel)
. Matthew JeHret

10. Paul Brown
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CADET BOYS

1. Morris
Cooper
. Jeffrey
. Brown
. Paul Corfield {Pnt)
. Chris Day {Pn1)
Paul Ainsworth
. Richard Brown (Pnt)
. Adrian Phillips {Pnt)
Neil Martin
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WOMEN

.- Alison Gibson
Victoria Boyd
Audrey Barnett
Alison Barker
Julie Ballard
Colette Soan

. Chery! Jones {Osw)
Carol Wickstead
Dawn Wickstead
Caroline Ashcroft
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GIRLS
1. Boyd
. Barnett
. Barker
Jones
D. Wickstead
. Ashcroft
. Nicola Thorneyeroft
Tara Hanley
. Claire Marshall
10. Louise Townsend
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CADET GIRLS
1. Boyd

2. Barnett
3. Asheroft

4. Hanley

5. Marshall

6. Townsend

7 Johanna Dyke
8. Gail Ottolini
9. Laura Talbot
10.Sarah Pigram

NATIONAL SCHOOLS
COMPETITION

Superb displays by Tara Hanley of
Grove School U-13 girls, and
Claire Marshall, of Market Drayton
Junior School U-11 girls, were not
enough to lift titles when they took
part in the finals of the national
schools team competition at
Matlock.

In both sections the Market Dray-
ton sides finished third.

Grove School fought a tense 4-4
draw with Longsands School, St.
Neots, with Tara unbeaten and
Johanna Dyke and Caroline Ash-
croft adding one win each.

Archbishop Cranmer School from
Leeds proved too strong for Grove,

who fell 7-1. Tara beat Emma
Harrison.
Market Drayton Junior School

must regard themselves as the most
unfortunate team of the day as their
players lost five close three-game
sets.

The Drayton team fell 5-3 to both
Buttersby Junior School (Billericay)
and Highfield School (Chorley).

Claire Marshall was the most out-
standing player on duty, being un-

.beaten against Highfield and only

losing to the highly-rated England
starlet Tanya Holland in a close
match against Buttersby.

Claire Hand gave an impressive
performance, winning one in each
fixture, with Laura Talbot fighting
hard to record one win against
Buttersby.

Tony Carey reports from....

SOMERSET
WHAT IS A WEEKEND

Highlight in Somerset has been the
achievement of the Senior team in
winning the 3B Division thus

gaining the long-sought promotion,
which will bring the fresh challenge
of playing against different players
at different venues. And talking of
challenges, we have seen the
emergence of some of our good
juniors as prospective good seniors
which has given this county a senior
squad to be proud of, a fact which |
am sure the future will confirm.
Players in this category are Mark
Bryant, Philip Payne and Melonie
Carey. Well played Somerset and
good luck next season, and keep
yourselves fit as | am sure Tony
Russe will be calling squad training
sessions early. ‘Balance’, that is the
key word.

CORNISH JUNIOR
2-STAR OPEN

Down amongst the pixies and the
friendly folk again.

Somerset’s cadets and juniors
travelled to Redruth to complete
this  long-standing  tournament
which, over the years, has provided

‘good competition, this year being

no exception with Somerset
prominent. The host county also
were in prominence especially in
the cadet section. | was quite
impressed by . their young starlet
Rachael Plummer from St. lves. |
don't think | have ever seen a player
as young as her who is so light and
fast on her feet, this should enable
her coach to build power and
variety into her play the basis of
which she showed best in the final
of the U-12's against another fine

player, the youngest of the Wright -

family, Helen, who with an older
sister to follow and a Two-Star
coach as a father will, | predict
shake a few established cadets and
juniors next season. This final
finished in Rachael's favour. The
corresponding boys” final also
emphasised the depth of talent
emerging from the south west. with

Michael Auchterlonie (Wilts)
making a great recovery to defeat
his rival Neil Bevan (Bude) who in
the cadet event had got the better
of Michael, but it wasn't to be Neil's
day, as another fine prospect
Matthew Pewrnet (Thames Valley)
won an exciting final. In the cadet
girls’ event another good prospect
in Tracey Scott-Pawson (Dorset)
came good against Sarah Kettle
{Bristol).

Who -were the Somerset heroes
you may ask? Well they were
creating upsets with some of the
younger ones showing signs of
confirming their potential and sorme
causing a few eyebrows to be
raised. The older juniors featured
prominently, with Payne in a nail-

" biting boys’ semi with Paul Savins

who just headed Philip 20 in the
third. But there was some con-
solation for Philip in the doubles
when, in partnership with Murray
Barter, they beat Paul and darren
Smith of Warks. Melonie .reached
the final of the girls’ singles
to meet her close rival and doubles
partner Helen Perrott of Avon, Mel
winning and then doubling with

Helen in the doubles final beating
Michelle Cohen (Avon) and Sarah
Webb. These two wins of Melonie’s
follow in the footsteps of that other
fine junior Juliet Houghton of Kent.

This was not the end of the
weekend as after an early return on
Sunday. (2.30 a.m.!l) three young
ladies, two from Bridgwater and
one from Yatton, travelled to
Reading to play an afternoon match
in the Bromfield, returning home
tired but satisfied with another 5-1
win. The team was Melonie, Sarah
and Kirsty Withyman.

The following weekend there were
two local events which attracted
the diehards, the Yeovil and Bristol
Closed. | know that Bristol is in
Avon but there are some Somerset
players who compete in other
leagues to gain greater experi-
ence. In this context | mention
Melonie, Lee Sadler and John
Smeeton. Unfortunately, Lee was
committed to his home champion-
ships which he duly won, but John
and Melonie competed very well at
Bristol, Melonie progressing to four
finals winning two, the U-15 girls’
singles and doubles then losing in
the girls” singles to Michelle Cohen
and to the same opponent in the
women’'s final. This indeed was
Michelle’s weekend and very much
deserved after past disappoint-
ments and a nice way to end her
junior career.

SOMERSET Il v CORNWALL
(Yeovil) March 16

This match was another pointer to
the depth of the Somerset senior
squad, the team being John
Crabtree, Philip Payne, Tony
Murrell, Melonie and Shirley dark,
and they performed extremely well
against what | would consider was
one of Cornwall's strongest teams
of John Bassett, lan James, Jeremy
Williams, Alison Clements and Gail
Davey. The match went to Cornwall
6-4 but they had some shocks with
the hero of the day for Somerset
being Payne winning both his
singles against Bassett and James.
The other sets won were the
women's doubles by Shirley and
Melonie and Melonie beating
Alison Clements.

SOMERSET SENIOR AND
JUNIOR CLOSED
(Bridgwater) March 17

Once again all the enthusiasm
and determination associated with
keen rivalry were in evidene. This
atmosphere  generated  some
exciting  contests, the most
memorable from the men’s event
being the battles that Sadler had
with Brian Reeves in the semi and
against David Lee who had won his
semi against Murrell, but found Lee
too sharp and so Sadler took his
second Senior title in 3 years.

The next most important crown to
be contested wasthe women's
singles, with only Kirsty Withyman
absent from the line-up due to flu.
This proved to be a true cham-
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pionship with a fitting final between
No.1 seed Rebecca Russe and No.
3 Meionie Carey, a repeat of the
Bridgwater final with Melonie again
emerging the winner and capturing
her first Senior title. This, for her,
was the climax of a memorable day
being the fourth win in five finals,
her other successes being the U-15
girls, U-17 girls’ Women’s
Doubles, with Rebecca, and only
missing a grand slam at ‘deuce’ in
the third in the Mixed, with Murrell,
against Rebecca and Lee. There
were some disappointments, the
biggest being the eclipse of Payne
by Barter in the boys' final but
without taking anything away from
either player it was a great final,
lads.

BRIDGWATER AND DISTRICT
JUNIOR CLOSED
(Chilton Trinity School
March 24

Another interesting day's play
especially amongst the U-12 and
U-14 boys’ and girls’.

The U-17 events went more or
less to form except in the boys’
event where once more Barter put
the evil eye on Payne to win a fine
final. The girls’ event was marred by
the absence of No. 3 seed Kirsty
who was still stricken with the flu,
which unbalanced the draw and
prevented what could have been an
exciting semi between her and the
No. 2 seed Sarah Webb which |
know Sarah was looking forward
to. The other semi went to form
with No.1 seed Melonie beating
No. 4 Fiona Stiart. The final allowed
the same lines with Melonie retain-
ing her title for the third year run-
ning. Both finalists then teamed up
to win the doubles which is played
between either mixed teams or
boys v girls. A well-deserved pat on
the back for Mike Williams and his
team who kept the tournament to
time and sent us home early.

SOMERSET | v SOMERSET Il
(Yeovil) April 6

This match would appear to be a
cruncher between the established
first team membersand their heirs
apparent in the seconds. But a
different combination was tried in
second team both to give the
selectors some idea of player's
. potential and to enable the junior
team who were playing Surrey |l
away to be at full strength, taking
Philip, Melonie and Sarah to join
Barter and David Wooldridge, a
match which they duly won 8-2 to
finish runners-up to Cornwall. But
back to the Senior match and there
were some surprises and welcome
signe from newcomers to the
seconds. Big upset was the win by
Bryant over Reeves which must
rank as Mark’s finest.

A different women's pairing of
Shirley dark (Yeovil) and Withyman
combined well to beat Rebecca
Russe and Judy Craig. Kirsty also
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showed growing maturity in her
singles with Judy only losing ‘deuce’
in the third, an indicator to the
challenge there will be for the
women'’s positions in the second
team next season. Well played
Somerset. Not forgetting team
coach Tony Russe who also had a
go for the seconds, and [ have it on
good authority made his oppon-
ents sweat a bit, which | hear they
duly restored to their systems at the
celebrations  afterwards.  Final
result: First 8, Seconds 2.

BROMFIELD TROPHY
Bridgwater v Plymouth (away)
April 7
Our girls did the town proud by
recording a fine 5-1 victory. The
first stroke of luck going our way
was when Sarah pulled off a shock
win in the first set over Susie Butler.
This was followed by Melonie
beating Helen Wright with Jane
Wright then beating Kirsty. Melonie
then beat Susie to put Bridgwater
3-1 .up. Sarah then won against
Jane and Kirsty beat Helen to give

us the winning margin.

ESSEX JUNIOR SELECT
(Harlow) April 13/14

Once again a Somerset squad
sallied forth to compete
hopefully for more computer points
against tough opposi-tion. We only
had one resolute entrant in the
Cadets in Paul Smith and | hear he
played well to win his group but
then lost to Dale Saunders of
Gloucester. Paul also competed ina
junior group in which he did as well
as expected although not pro-
gressing. Our juniors comprised
Melonie and Sarah, Philip and
Murray with the boys winning
their group but hitting tough
opposition thereafter. The
same, to some extent, was the
fate of the girls except that
Melonie won her group, beating
Helen Broomhead who, to my
knowledge. she has never met
before. The next round match
was against Angela Saunders,
an opponent who usually gives
Melonie a good match and on
the day was the better. This
proved to be the end of
Somerset  involvement  except
for the girls’ doubles. in which
Melonie, partnered by Helen
Perrott, reached the semi where
they were beaten by Julie
Billington and Kerry Hall. Well
coached. Maurice.

BROMFIELD TROPHY
SEMI-FINAL
(Brentwood) April 20

Once again Bridgwater's Melonie,
Sarah and Kirsty set off early to face
a 200 mile journey by car to
compete against a formidable line-
up of Lisa Hayden. England's
newest junior selection to play
Norway, and may | say that the
news of her selection was one of the
best pieces of news | have heard

this season. She has, in my opinion,
been one of the truest ambassadors
| have seen who reflects all that is
good about the sport with her con-
siderable skill, competitiveness and
sportsmanship born out of years of
hard work and determination, and |
am sure that England teams of the
future will be benefiting from her
presence. Itis a true saying “that the
player is the most important
person” and | would agree entirely
but | would like to add a well played
Sheila and Gordon.

Back now to the teams, the other
players for Brentwood were Tanya
Holland who on her day can upset
the best, and at No. 3 aplayer who |
have not noticed quite as much in
tournaments but who has a reputa-
tion of also creating upsets. | refer of
course to Joanne Cook.

So the stage was set for a tough
tie. The first set featured Melonie v
Tanya who had not met in
competition since the Cadet Top
12 last season which Melonie won,
and it proved the same this time.
But Brentwood hit back with Lisa
beating Sarah. Then came the clash
of the No. 3’s between Joanne and
Kirsty. This provedto be a great set
with Kirsty winning in three. Then
came the crunch between Melonie
and Lisa who had not met in
competition before, and whata turn
up for the book with Melonie
emerging the winner. This win really
lifted our spirits, but Brentwood did
not let this deter them as Tanya
proceeded to win the next against
Kirsty to bring them within a grasp
of levelling the scores and what a
fight the next set proved to be
between Sarah and Joanne with
Bridgwater needing to gain a further
lead knowing that Lisa and Tanya
still had to play and Brentwood
striving to level the score at 3-3.
The atmosphere was electric both
on and off the table with both girls
giving their all. This set culminated
in a nail-biting finish in the third with
Sarah just getting the edge at 23-
21. But Lisa came back for
Brentwood with a- win over Kirsty.
Joanne put up stiff resistance to
Melonie in the next set in which
both girls were tense, but Melonie
managed to find another gear to
emerge the winner to ensure
Bridgwater a place in the final. A
marvellous match and a wonderful
team performance. Thank you
Brentwood for your good wishes.

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 2-STAR
JUNIOR OPEN
April 21

No rest after the journey and
exertion of the previous day for
Melonie or myself as we had to
head east once more. Payne and
Barter also travelled with us and
Helen Perrott completed the party.
Once again the journey proved to
be worth it with Philip reaching the
quarters of the U-17's after an
inspired win over Andrew Trott then
competing well with Paul Amos but
having to bend the knee.

Murray played well to win his
group but then lost to Paul Savins.

Melonie and Helen started their
challenge in the singles and
doubles, Helen beating Kelly
Bennett (Essex} then she had a
blistering match against Lesley
Souter which was a repeat of the
previous week's contest which
Helen won, but luck was not with
her today as Lesley was having a
good day when everything she hit
scored. In the other half of the draw
Melonie was steadily progressing,
beating Cheryl Bateman, then
recording her first win ever over
Sarah Hammond in the guarters.
Then a surprise coincidence in the
semi as her opponent was again
Lisa Hayden, Melonie winning the
first but Lisa fought back to win 25-
23. The third was a ding-dong to
the turn when Melonie pulled ahead
to win and book her place in the
final against Juliet Houghton. A
repeat performance of that in the
South of England was in prospect
but it was not to be with Juliet
winning in two. But Somerset still
figured on the winner's rostrum
when Melonie and Helen won the
doubles final against Lesley Souter
and Sarah Hammond. This helped
to partly offset the disappointment
of missing the big one and to make
our long journey home less tiring.

Jack Chalkley reports from....

STAFFORDSHIRE
' SURPRISE FOR JILL

Although entries were about 10%
down in the County Closed, only
three of the top players were absent
this year - Fiona Elliot, Adrian Dixon
and Jill Powis attending the Com-
monwealth Championships. Main
surprise was the defeat of top seed
Jill Harris who gave an out-of-form
performance in losing to junior
Helen Lower in the semi-final. This
opened the way for Janet Dunning
to retain the Women's title which
she has won on five occasions in the
last nine years. Helen, top junior
seed., also lost the junior final going
down to Angela Sanders. The sur-
prise in the men's singles was the
defeat of the holder and second
seed Craig Bakewell by fellow - Pot-
ter Stephen Slater, whose progress
was then halted by Tony lsaac,
winner of the title in 1971 and
1977. Tony went on to meet Andy
Rich in a tactical semi, losing 17 in
the third. The other semi was one of
the highlights of the day. Top seed
Andrew Bellingham met Mark
Evans who, spurred on by enthusi-
astic support from the north of the
County, stretched the County No 1
to give a sparkling display of fast,
hard-hitting table tennis before fad-
ing in the third game 21-10. Rich
has yet to beat Bellingham in these
Championships, and once again
Bellingham had little difficulty in



County Notes

overcoming his friend and rival to
take the men's final.

Stephen Slater had a good day.
taking two junior titles, the top seed
in the singles, Kevin Lawrence from
Walsall, falling in an early round.

The other highlight of the day was
the men’s doubles final. Again,
Evans and Bellingham were in-
volved, holders Evans and John
Hancock against 1983 winners,
Bellingham and Rich. The score
could not have been closer. The first
two games were shared 24-22,
26-28, and Evans and Hancock led
20-14 in the third. Bellingham and
Rich pulled back to deuce and to
lead 21-20, only to succumb 23-
21 against some courageous hit-
ting by the Potteries pair.

The south of the County took 6
titles, the north 5 and Stafford took
the remaining one when Bill Bridge-
man won the Intermediates. Vete-
ran John Riley regained the trophy
which he first won in 1981, and his
daughter, Natalie, gained her first
County honour taking the cadet
girls. The cadet boys’ saw the fast
improving Adrian Thorp overcome
Garry Knights in three, but we will
hear a lot more of both these names
over the coming years.

Details:

M. S: Semi-finals: A. Bellingham {(W'ton) bt M. Evans
{Pott) 19, -16. 10.

A. Rich (Wton) bt A. Isaac {W'ton} 12, -15. 17.
Final: Bellingham bt Rich 14, 16.

W.S: Semi-finals: H. Lower (W'ton) bt J. Harris (Wal)
22,11,

J. Dunning {W'ton) bt A..Sanders (W'ton) 19. 17
Final: Dunning bt Lower 13, -15, 1b.

M.D: Final: Evans/J. Hancock {Pott) bt Belling-
ham/Rich 22, -26, 21.

W.D: Final: Sanders/Harris bt Dunning/J. Chubb
Wion) 19. 16

X.D: Final: Bellingham/Harris bt Rich/Sanders 13,
17.

.S: Final: W. Bridgeman {Staff) bt Martun Harvey
(Won) 14, -18, 16

V.S: Final: J. Riley (Pott] bt P. W. Smith{Pot) 13. 15.
B.S: Final: S. Siater {Pott) bt N. Tongue (Staffy 15, 19.
G.S: Final: Sanders bt H. Lower 19, 14.

J.D: Final: Slater/l. Miller {Pott) bt G. Knights/S.
Hanks {Lich) 16, 16.

C.B.S:Final: A. Thorp (Wton) bt Knights-19. 15,15
C.G.S: Final: N. Riley (Pott} bt S. Hawkes {Tam} 14,
13.

Despite his disappointment in the
County Closed, Craig Bakewell had
the pleasure a week earlier of win-
ning the Potteries Closed Finney
Cup for the men’s singles. He beat
the holder Stan Deakin in the semi
and then -defeated the Sussex
County player, Adrian Moore, in the
final by 19 in the third. Newcomer
Carrie Filmer took the Baker Cup for
the women'’s singles, beating hol-
der Tricia Brookes in the final.

Details:-

M. S: (Finney Cup) Bakewell bt Moore 22. -17, 19.
W.S: (Baker Cup} Filmer bt Brookes 20, 17.

M. D: ({Leeding Cup) Hancock/Evans bt Moore/Deakin
15, -18. 20.

W.D: {Upton Cup) Filmer/J. Blair bt K. Rogers/J.
Callaghan -17. 19, 18.

X.D: (Proctor Cup) Brookes/Hancock bt Filmer/T.
Turner 10, -14, 18.

V.S: J. Riley bt P. Smith 13, 10.

J.S: (Beryl 8road Trophy) S. Slater bt 1. Miller 19, 11.

Jenny Callaghan, losing doubles
finalist, had on the previous day
won the English deaf singles title in
London - congratulations, Jenny!

The Walsall Closed included a new
'hard bat’ singles event - in prepara-
tion for the County Hard Bat Tour-
nament. The event was well sup-
ported, and the indications are,
from Don Pritchard's report, that
Walsall will have a strong entry for
the County competition. {lt was
pleasing to see a good entry from
Walsall in the County Closed this
year, following last year when the
local and County competitions
clashed on the same date.} A new
name appears on the Walsall men’s
singles trophy, Steve Taylor defeat-
ing Keith Baker 19 and 10 in the
final. As expected, Jill Harris took
the women’s singles title, beating
Grete Willacy 10 and 10 in the final,
and the same two ladies also fig-
ured in the mixed final, Jill, part-
nered by Danny Jordan. taking it
from Grete and Phil Pearce. -18,
13. 10.

}0ther Results:-

V.S8: John Beresford bt Phil Canning -15, 19. 13.
J.8: Mark Stretton bt Andy Till 14,11,

1.S: Andy Stokes bt Martin Harvey 6, 11.

M.D: Stretton/Pearce bt Beresford/Jeff Wilcox 17,
-18, 12

J.D: Roger Brissett/James Dufty bt Andy Gale/Andy
Irons 9, 12

H.B.S: Sid Parker bt Gordon Woodhall 12. 19.
U-13: Darren Stokes bt Scot Piper 13. 14

Completing the Staffs. Schools
individual results from last month -
U-16 winners Stephen Slater and
Louise Sherratt, runners-up David

boys' winner Steven Meigh, runner-
up C. Wilson; U-11 winners Wayne
Nash and Joanne Foxall, runners-
up R. Wilson and J. Bickerton.

The County League programme
has virtually been completed. Pot-
teries A retain the Div 1 title on sets
difference from West Bromwich A.
Wolverhampton B and Walsall B
were runaway winners of Divisions
2 and 3 respectively, but Wolver-
hampton D had to beat Stafford
Vets to take Div 4. Although Stone
were easy winners of Div b, it was
heartening to see Tamworth Jun-
iors as runners-up.

The last two events of the County
calendar are the Malcolm Scott
Memorial Restricted Tournament,
staged by the Woodfield Club in
Wolverhampton, and the Hard Bat
competition, staged in Stafford on
May 11 along the lines of the event
successfully run by the local league.
We are anticipating a very interest-
ing day. Will the top sponge players
be able to adapt? Will the games
overrun, necessitating the use of
the expedite rule? Will it prove
popu-
lar and successful? Well, we must
wait and see, but already it has been
suggested that we run a hard bat
league next year as an alternative
alongside the current leagues, thus
opening the way for one possible
solution to the affliction now being

Gamble and Jane Winter; U-19  suffered by table tennis.
DETAILS
Division 1 P WD L F A Pts
Potteries A 5 3 2 0 36 14 8
West Brom A 5 4 0 1 33 17 8
Stafford A 4 2 1 23 17 5
Wolverhampton A 4 2 0 2 19 21 4
Walsall A 5 11 3 27 23 3
Leek A 5 0 0 65 5 45 [¢)
Division 2
Wolverhampton B 5 5 0 0 35 15 10
Stafford B 5 3 0 2 29 21 6
Lichfield A 5 2 1 2 22 28 5
Wolverhampton C 5 2 0 3 20 30 4
Potteries B 5 11 3 23 27 3
Leek B 5 0 2 3 19 31 2
Division 3
Walsall B 5 5 0 0 45 5 10
Tamworth A 5 3 0 2 26 24 6
Stafford C 5 2 21 23 27 6
Walsall C 5 1.2 2 23 27 4
Potteries C 5 12 2 22 28 4
Potteries Ladies 5 0 0 5 " 39 o}
Division 4
Wolverhampton D 4 4 0 0 28 12 8
Stafford Vets 4 3 01 29 1 6
Lichfield B 4 2 0 2 18 22 4
Lichfield C 4 o 1 3 12 28 1
Tamworth B 4 o 1 3 12 28 1
Division 5
Stone 4 4 0 0 36 4 8
Tamworth Juniors 4 2 0 2 23 17 4
Stafford D 4 2 0 2 17 23 4
West Brom B 4 10 3 15 25 2
Lichfield D 4 1.0 3 9 31 2

Frank Hams reports from....

SURREY
NO PROMOTION

Senior I1

The team which played Cambs.
comprised Steve Holloway, Mike
Hammond, Farhat Razul. Michele
Hams and Hazel Lowe. Hazel made
her debut, replacing Lesley Pop-

kiewicz who was injured. Surrey
won 6-4 which means they finished
2nd in the division. However only 1
team is promoted. Steve (1) Raz (1)
Hazel and the girls doubles were
our only losers to Peter Holliday,
Martin Livermore, Julian Wheel,
Hilary Finch and Alison Edge.

The Juniors/Cadets

| believe there has been some

activity during the past month, par-
ticularly a top ten National competi-
tion. Unfortunately | have no firm
details of the results but | under-
stand that Richard Jones and Cheryl
Bateman (Cadets) were Surrey's
only representatives in the events.
The Juniors have have been rele-
gated from the premier division.
Mike Kercher says he's not unduly

worried as in his experience
junior results go in cycles. Two

~ years ago, you'll remember, they

actually won the premier division.
The Veterans
Sussex Snakes swallow Surrey

On April 6 Surrey Vets visited
Sussex, at Brighton, to play their
last game of the season. The match
was significant because we had to
win to save ourselves from being
relegated. Because, although not
everyone seems to agree, 2 teams
do get relegated from Div 2. With
this in mind it did not help that we
were playing a team who had not
been beaten all season, and were,
of course, top of the division.

The match was like playing snakes
and ladders. When occasionally we
did land on the ladders we found
them short and unsteady, like a step
ladder with one short leg. Usually
we found ourselves landing in the
wide open throats of the many
snakes.

Gordon Chapman, Frank Hams,
Brian Simmonds and Vera Beesley
{Surrey} played against Robin
Stace, Gerry Batt Rawden, Alan
Rowden and Valerie Gillan {Sussex
1). Unfortunately we lost 9-0 which
means we are now relegated.

AROUND THE LEAGUES

The Wandsworth League cele-
brates it's 40th Anniversary this
vear. It was formed immediately
after the 2nd World War and began
with an organisation called the
Wandsworth League Association.
This association comprised of 7
other sports, among them were
Football, Darts, Snooker, Ladies
Hockey. These sports gradually
dropped out one by one, or went
their own way, but Table Tennis
continued to flourish. For the whole
period of it's life the League’s Treas-
urer and Assistant Secretary has
been Harry Smith, Harry is now 73
years old and has kept the records
of all the league and cup matches
that have been played. He has a
copy of every handbook published.
With Harry on the League Com-
mittee was another Surrey stal-
wart, Fred Joyce. The committee
used the clubroom of the Alumin-
ium Plant and Vessel Company
(A.P.V.). This company still exists
but we think they are now based in
Crawley, Sussex. Mr. Seligman, a
director of the Company, became
President of the League in the early
days.

Some players who have played in
the League have been Johnny
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September, are in for a few canings
in the top class.

The Seaman and Nicholls Cups. at
one time for the top eight men and
women in the county were won by
Phil Smith and Sally Weston in the
absence of the Moores. Sally had a
struggle to beat the sisters Carol
Hewett and Christine Wicks, but
just came through.

Bernard Rowley, national council-
lor for Sussex will not seek re-
election this time. He has other
plans in the coaching administra-
tion. He has served Sussex loyally
on the council for seven years or
more and has served the E.T.T.A.
well by landing the Charles Church
sponsorship, or at least pointing the
way to the target.

His successor could be Brian
Spicer, whose reputation as a
marathon runner is steadily growing
with two more 26-mile journeys
recently, London and Jersey.
Breaking three hours by 2 minutes
58 seconds time was another
sterling achievement in London.

Mary Rose reports from...

WARWICKSHIRE
LEAGUE COMPETITION

The 3rd Sunday play-off matches of
the Warwickshire League Compe-
tition were held at the Phoenix Club,
Coventry, on Sunday, 10th March.

Results as follows:

Coventry 4 v North B'ham 5
Nuneaton 1 v Rugby 8
Stratford 1 v South 8'ham 8
Rugby 7 v South B'ham 8
North B'ham 6 v Nuneaton 3
Coventry 7 v Stratford 2
Coventry 4 v North B'ham 5
Nuneaton 1 v Rugby 8
Stratford 1 v South B'ham 8
Rugby 7 v South Bham 2
North B'ham 6 v Nuneaton 3
Coventry 7 v Stratford 2
TABLE

PWL F A Ps
1. Rugby 6 5 1 .33 15 10
2. North B'ham 5 5 0 32 13 10
3. South B'ham 5 4 132 13 8
4. Coventry 6 3 3 28 26 8
5. Nuneaton 6 2 4 1B 36 4
6. Stratford 6 1 5 15 39 2
7. Leamington 6 0 6 16 38 (0]

The important and deciding fixture
between the North and South
Birmingham teams will be played at
a date to be arranged at the West
Warwickshire Club.

COUNTY RESULTS

Seniors, Division 2A

After the disappointment of losing
to Leicestershire our Senior side re-
presented by Barry Johnson, lan
Gunn, Phil Gunn, Karen Groves and
Sandra Peakman were back to form
in the away fixture against Cheshire
winning 8-2.

Karen and Sandra both won their
singles and paired up to win the

doubles. The County were 4-0 in
the lead before Cheshire won the
men’s doubles against Barry and
Phil 18 in the third. The only singles
defeat was |. Gunn’s set against B.
Johns but this also went to three.

Junior 2A Division
Warwickshire's Juniors represented
by Verandar Chauhan, Steve Swal-
low, Mark Randle,Dawn Bromley,
and Tracey Green had a close 6-4
win over Leicestershire. The result
being decided in the last set when
Steve beat Richard Grimley. Mark
and Steve were in fine form winning
both their singles and then pairing
up for the boys doubles beating
Paul Bumpus and lan Brown.
Tracey won her singles against Gail
Chapman to complete our win.

Junior 3B Division

Our Junior 3B team completed a
very successful week-end by de-
feating Oxfordshire 9-1 away at
Banbury. The side, represented by
Darren Smith, Lee Jeffries, Dave
Thomas, Lisa Spilsbury and Lynn
Fitzpatrick, were too strong for
the home team. Our only set-back
was in the set between Dave
Thomas and D. O'Flynn but this was
a very close encounter.

Champion Ralph

Warwickshire and Ex-England In-
ternational Ralph Gunnion's career
seems to have begun all over again
as since reaching Veteran status he
has won four Veteran Titles, in-
cluding the National held at Bletch-
ley in February. Congratulations
Ralph, | am sure that these are the
first of many.

County Umpires

Warwickshire have two new fully
qualified County Umpires, C. Leach
and J. Azam. M. Swann and G.
Truman have still to take the prac-
tical test.

National Club Competition
(Birmingham)

The Redhill Club, Birmingham's
ladies” representatives in the Nat-
jional  Club  Competition have
reached the final beating Bourne-
mouth 5-1 in the semis. Redhill's
team was Karen Groves, Sandra
Peakman and Di St. Ledger. Best of
luck in the final girls.

Wilmott Cup

Birmingham were due to play
Leicester in a Wilmott Cup quarter-
final in April. Birmingham’s side of
Barry Johnson, Alan Fletcher and
Carl Morgan is a very strong line-up
but a tight match was expected.

Birmingham Individual
Championship results
Three-a-side  League  Champs
played at Astra on March 17.

BIRMINGHAM INDIVIDUAL
CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS

Three-a-side  League  Champs
played at Astra on March 17.
Winners Runners-up

0/S L Bertie Colebridge)
C/S T.S tevens {St.Phillips)

M. Browne

Dbls .G unn®.Gunn P. Machin/
(Handsworth Vic) D. Rudge
H andsworth Vic)
Birmingham League Champs

played at Astra on March 10.

Winners Runners-up
05 P.Gunn D. Rudge

H andsworth Vic} {Handsworth Vic)
C/S R.Gammons N. McMillan

{West Warwicks)
Dbles P.G unn® . Machin D.P armer/a.H are
(Handsworth Vic} {BAl}

North League Champs played at
Broadway on March 31.

Winners Runners-up
05 M. Wootton P.W aite
{Gen Accident) #H . Barber)

C/S S. Fogarty
{BCA Pathfinders}
Dbles K. ChanR . J ohal

Women’s  League Champs
Hobs Moat on February 2.

Winners Runners-up
06 Alison Ledwitch Pauline Earp
{Southalls) {Hatchford Brook)
Inv.  Julie Hill Fiona Sutton
Sgles (Longacre) {Longacre)
Dbles Sue CulbertsonMW endy
Spindlow {Jaguar)

J.P eakman
(Westminster)

Welsh Corner

by H. Roy Evans
THE COMMONWEALTH

Sixth was our best ever finishing
position in the Commonwealth
Championships, and we owed this
satisfying result to an unexpected
success against Australia.

Alan Griffiths set us on the winning
road with a fine win over Bob
Tuckett, and he eventually beat
both Haberl and Tepper. Nigel Tyler
had set point before losing to
Haberl, but both he and Nigel
Thomas beat Tepper.

Although we lost 1-5 to England,
who eventually carried off the
Championship, Tyler beat Alan
Cooke in this match. In the play-offs
we lost to India and Nigeria. both
too strong for us.

Qur women - Lesley Tyler and
Shirley Cain-Williams,  struggled
against the strong sides, but they
finished in 9th place, above Nor-
thern lreland, Guernsey, Isle of
Man, Jamaica, Jersey and Zim-
babwe.

England won both men's and
women’'s team events, but the
opposition put up by Hong Kong in
both finals was surprisingly poor.

In the Individual events, Griffiths
did best, losing to Carl Prean in the
third round, taking a game and only
losing at 19 in the fourth. Nigel
Tyler deservedly won the Consola-
tion Singles, beating some very
strong players. We had six umpires
there - Roy Williams, Harry Mad-
dison and Malcolm Buckle from the
North, and Len Jones, Peter Wilson
and Greg Jones from the South.

THE WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS

With a good Commonwealth result
behind them; the Welsh teams,
joined by Mark Thomas, who had
missed the Isle of Man event
through a car accident in Germany,
went off to Gothenburg. The team
was accompanied by Chairman
Eddie Thomas, Betty Gray, Gerald
Watkins and our three on duty
umpires, Len Jones, Roy Williams
and Clive Wheatley.

Playing conditions at The Scandi-
navium were good, the hotels
good, and the organisation good,
but many found the food less satis-
fying, although it did improve.
Unfortunately the weather was
worse than we had left, and we
were treated to rain, snow, gale
force winds and fog. Just like home!

Our men got off to a great start - a
5-3 win over lIsrael, in which
Griffiths won his three, Tyler two,
but Mark Thomas failed twice.
Against Nigeria we had no chance,
only Alan going to a third game,
and that against their No.1 Musa.

We had experienced a similar fate
against Austria, whose players are
undistinguished, but always too
good for us. Alan, in ‘one match,
and Nigel Tyler in two, went to the
third game.

It was the same story against
USSR, and with Alan not playing,
the two Nigels and Mark Thomas
didn’t get into a third game.

We felt we had a good chance
against Indonesia, but now the full
unfortunate fact of Alan Griffiths's
commitment in  Germany took
effect. His club had an important
play-off match on the Saturday
night, and Alan found himself in the
position that if he didn't play in that
match, his job was in jeopardy. The
Welsh Association had therefore to
arrange for Alan to travel back to
Germany late on the Friday,
returning on Sunday morning for
the important match against Aus-
tralia. It was during his absence that
we lost to Indonesia, Nigel Thomas
losing the ninth set, although he
held two match points.

Alan returned for the all-important
match with Australia. We don't
know whether his frantic journeys
took their toll, but his form was not
up to Isle of Man standard and this
time he lost the vital set with
Tuckett. He did beat Tepper and
Haberl, but Tyler could only beat -
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Tepper, whilst Mark Thomas lost
both his comfortably.

Then we played Brazil and lost 3-
5. Nigel Tyler won two. Alan won
one. but Nigel lost two.

In the first match in the second
stage we met Switzerland, and
disaster. For some unaccountable
reason, Alan, who has beaten
Renold quite easily before, lost two-
straight in the opening set and the
rot set in. Nigel Thomas who beat
Miller in the European League at
Barry. lost to him, as did Alan,
" whilst Nigel Tyler lost to Miller and
Renold.

And so we met Indonesia again,
but this time with Alan, and we had
a comfortable 5 2 win, Alan
winning three, Nigel two, but Mark
Thomas losing both his. This result,
earlier, could have given us a higher
position.

With the Women

Lesley Tyler and Shirley Cain-
Williams opened their campaign
against Ireland. Lesley won the
opening match against Cheevers,
but Shirley found Ann Leonard too
strong for her. We lost the doubles,
and although Lesley took the first
game against Leonard, she lost the
next two.

We then beat Colombisa 3-1,
Lesley winning two and combining
well with the nervous Shirley to take
the doubles.

We had a very easy win against
Venezuela, who scored so few
points that it was almost an embar-
rassment.

We lost to Greece, Shirley losing
to Louka and Spandau, Lesley los-
ing to the latter, but repeating her
European League victory over
Louka. We won the doubles.

A comfortable win 3-0O against
Portugal followed, although both
singles went to three. Our girls
accounted for Malta in the first
match of Stage 2, two easy singles
wins and a three game win in the
doubles.

Another win came our way in
Stage 3. when we accounted for
Puerto Rico 3-1, Lesley winning
two, and she and Shirley taking the
doubles.

Our last match was against
Turkey, and an exciting climax it
turned out to be. Lesley beat Turbut
in the opening set. and Shirley just
lost to Dogan. Our girls had a good
third game win in the doubles, but
Lesley went down surprisingly
badly to Dogan. It was left to Shirley
to retrieve the situation, and
although she took the first game at
23-21 against Turbut, she fell away
and lost the next two.

However, it was all good ex-
perience for the first women's team
we have sent for some. years. We
beat the teams we expected to
beat, and went near enough to
Greece and Turkey to have won
with a little bit of extra application.
Except for one or two poorish
displays, Lesley played well
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throughout. Shirley was certainly
nervous but settled down to some
good wins in singles and a valuable
partner in the doubles.

The Individuals

Nigel Tyler played very well in his
qualifying group. He beat the
Spanish No. 1 Pales, the first time
the latter has lost to a Welshman,
then accounted for Luxembourg's
Stebens before failing in the last
match against Bulgarian No. 1
Stojanov. Mark Thomas beat

Bouschet of Luxembourg in the
qualifying round, but also lost to a
Bulgarian Loukov.

Alan Griffiths lost in his first round
proper to the Hong Kong player
Chong Kong Wah, whilst Nigel
Thomas, one of the many cold
victims, scratched against Srini-
vasan. To add to Nigel's misery, the
score was recorded as 21-0, 21-0,
21-0(!) to his opponent, an indigni-
ty suffered by far more illustrious
scratchers - Socretin, Birocheau,
and van Spanje amongst others.
Unfortunately for Nigel - this
mistake made headlines at home,
even on Cefax! One wonders if a
similar humiliation greeted Socretin
at home!

Neither of our girls survived the
qualifying rounds in singles and fell
to the eventual Chinese winners in
the first round of the doubles.

Alan and Mark Thomas beat a
Venezuelan pair in the men's
doubles qualifying, but then lost to
the Germans Lieck and Wosik,
whilst the two Nigels went out in
the first ‘round proper to the
Japanese Ono and Seiji.

Nigel and sister Lesley lost to
Surbek and Batinic in the first round
of the Mixed, but Nigel Thomas and
Shirley scratched on account of
Nigel's sickness.

Laurie Selby reports from....

WILTSHIRE
SHARP SHOOTER MICHAEL

The "Table Tennis Kid” shot his way
into  Wiltshire's sporting history
books when he rode off with three

‘top trophies in the County Champ-

ionships.

Bang...11-years-old Michael
Auchrterionie became the young-
est ever winner of the Boys' event.

Bang...the  dead-eyed  sharp
shooter potted the Under-14 title.

Bang...The Kid picked off the
Under-12 crown as easily as hitting
a barn door with a shot-gun.

Wiltshire table tennis had never
seen anything like it as the
youngster from Fordingbridge left a
posse of fallen seeds in his trail.

Favourite Paul Tuck from Swindon
fell to Michael in the first round of
the Boys' singles.

Then he gunned down No. 3 seed
lan Neate, another Swindon player,
in the semis.

Martin Edwards became his third
Swindon victim as Michael swept
through the final to take the trophy.

Jenny Neale of Swindon scored a
double in the only two events for
girls.

But she had a big scare before
taking the Girls’ singles.

In the final she came up against
Julie Mills who hit top form and
sneaked away with the opening
game.

But Jenny rode out the storm and
hit back to win the next two.

Jenny partnered Raymond Powell
to the Mixed title in an all-Swindon
final against Edwards and Lorraine
Cox.

The Boys' doubles served up a big
surprise. Raymond Powell and
Tuck, winners of the Swindon junior
and senior doubles, were odds-on
favourites.

But Mark Powell - Raymond's
brother - and Lee Godbold were not
impressed and upset the applecart
by winning the final in the deciding
game. '

Results:

B8.8: s-f's: M. Auchterlonie bt |. Neate 13, 15: M
Edwards bt R. Poweli 16, 13. Final: Auchterlonie bt
Edwards 11.15

G.S: s-F's: J. Neale bt S. Vowles 7, 15; J. Millsbt L
Cox 13. -12, 13. Final Neale bt Mills -20, 16, 2.
C.B.S: s-f's: Auchterlonie bt C. Morgan 8. 10; M.
Nelson bt P. Timmis 18. -23, 18. Finak
Auchterlonie bt Neison 5. 20.

U-12 B.S: s-f's:Auchterlonie bt P. Fry 5, 9; N. Pickett
bt A. Collar 14, 15. Final: Auchterlonie bt Pickett 8,
11.

B.D: s-f's: M. Powell/L. Godbold bt J. Singh/Nelson
14, 10; P. Tuck/R. Powell bt Timmis/K. Meaden 13,
13. Final: M. Powell/Godbold bt R. Powell/Tuck
-19. 17, 14,

X.D: s-Fs: P. Powell/Neale bt Neate/Vowles 11.14;
Edwards/Cox bt M. Colyer/Mills 19. 16. Final:
Powell/Neale bt Edwards/Cox 13,10.

Just in case anyone had any
doubts about why Kevin Satchell
dominates Wiltshire table tennis he
spelled it out in one word in their
senior championships.The word -
CLASS. No other player came
remotely near him for speed, power
or flair.

You might have expected the
England No. 15 to cruise to his sixth
singles title.

The men’s doubles, which he won
with Wiltshire No. 4 John Chandler,
could also be predicted with some
certainty. But it was in the mixed
where the West Wiltshire player
really showed his extraordinary
talent.

His partner, Wiltshire No. 1 Claire
Maisey, pulled out and at the last
minute  Satchell teamed with
Devizes teenager Karen Richards
whois not in the county's top ten.

But with Kevin's patient guidance
she played like a champion. And a
champion she became when they
defeated the favourites Andrew
Oxley (Calne) and Claire Hunter
(Swindon) in a three game thriller.

Against Chandler in the men’'s
singles final, Satchell’s anticipation
and awesome attack gave him a
comfortable victory.

It was the same story in the men'’s
doubles when he and Chandler

destroyed the holders Terry Bruce
and Bill Moulding of Salisbury in the
final.

With Claire Maisey out of the
reckoning, Jane Parker took full
advantage of her chance to clinch
her second women's singles title.
Swindon's Helen Wilson came
through the half of the draw left
vacant by Miss Maisey who was in
Sweden to watch the world
championships.

After Miss Wilson let an early lead
slip she had no answer to the
consistent all-round game and
experience of Mrs. Parker. But Miss
Wilson had some consolation in the
women'’s doubles which she won
with Claire Hunter. They easily
defeated Brenda Lee and Jenny
Neale in the all-Swindon final.

The veterans' singles trophy
changed hands. Michael Oxley
added that title to the bne he won in
the Swindon championships. But
he had to battle before defeating
the holder, John Ford (West Wilts)
in the deciding game.

Wiltshire TTA president, Roy
Hazell presented the trophies for
both the junior and senior
tournaments staged at the Christie
Milter Sports Centre, Melksham.
They were organised by the West
Wilts League as part of their 50th
Anniversary  celebrations  and
sponsored by Airsprung Ltd.

‘Results:

M.S: s-f's: K. Satchell bt W. Moulding 12.9: J.
Chandler bt T. Bruce -15. 16, 18. Final: Satchell bt
Chandler 13, 15,

W.S: s-s: J. Parker bt J. Neale 14.20: H. Wilson bt
J. Mills 17.15. Final: Parker bt Wilson 15, 8.
V.S: s-1's: M. Oxley bt D, Morris 15,14: J. Ford bt P.
Hartord 11.12. Final: Oxley bt Ford 18, -16, 10.
M.D: »-f's: Satchell/Chandler bt P.Tuck/R. Powell
11.15; Moulding/Bruce bt T. Lloyd/S. Gregory =14,
11, 13. Final: Satchell/Chandler bt Mouiding/
Bruce 14.11.

W.D: s-'w C. Hunter/Wilson bt N. Chambers/M.
Plumb 6, 17; Neale/B.Lee bt Parker/P. Cleverly 17,
18. Final: Hunter/Wilson bt Neale/Lee 13. 8.
X.D: s-f's: Satchell/K. Richards bt D. Richards/Miils
17. 15; A. Oxley/Hunter bt M. Oxley (junl/Wilson
-19, 13. 18. Final: Satchell/Richards bt
Oxley/Hunter -12, 9, 14.

Wiltshire’s junior team are playing
the toughest game of all - the
waiting game. They are waiting to
see if they will be elevated to the
elite Premier Division of the County
Championships for the first time in
the county’s history.

But, having won their final match,
they face an agonising wait to see if
Sussex will pip them at the post. At
the time of writing, Sussex needed
to win both their remaining games
to beat Wiltshire to top spot.

The tension against Northampton
shire who were also in the pro-
motion race - told early on in their

match. Wiltshire were always
struggling  until  they pulled
level at 3-3. Then Julie Mills

beat. Joanne Abbott to put the
home side into the lead for
the first time. This gave Wiltshire
the confidence to take the
remaining sets.






County Notes

Veterans' Doubles in which the
pairings were decided by Draw
from lists of stronger and weaker
players. The ultimate winners were
Graham Meredith and Tim Snee
who beat Lynda Reid and John
Davis in the final.

The County Team Knock-Out
Competitions have proceeded to
the finals stage thanks again to the
enthusiasm and determination of
Peter Bird. In the Straight Final I.M.1
X beat Ledbury Lions 5-4. There
promises to be a good final of the
Handicap competition with Four
Pools, Evesham (accom-panied we
hear by a coachload of supporters)
playing Catshiil Youth
Club B, Bromsgrove. It is to be held
on Sunday May 5 at St. Gilberts,
Hartlebury.

P.S. Brief details of the Dudley
Finals have come to hand:

M.S:Trevor Washington bt Steve Dunning.

M.D: Dunning/Pete Baker bt Washington/Mervyn

Wood

W.S: Wendy Bagott bt Jenny Burgess.

V.S: Ray Dixon bt Trevor Wharton.

R.S: Steve Robinson bt Julian Wootton.

R.D: Robinson/Lyndon Cartwright bt Tony Jephcott/
+ Dave Whittingslow.

1.S: Mark Roden bt his sister Sandra.

Les D'Arcy reports from....

YORKSHIRE
ALAS, NOT ENOUGH

In spite of a tremendous team
effort backed up by some magnifi-
cent individual performances, the
very young Yorkshire Junior Premier
“side of Clive Guest, two 13-year-
oids, Chris Oldfield and Michael
O'Driscoll, Ruth Bray and Alison
Evans, just missed taking the Junior
Premier title which Yorkshire wonin
1983.

Having dropped three points at
the first Premier Week-end and
without Joanne Shaw, who
crowned an outstanding vyear of
achievement by winning a bronze in
the women's doubles at the Com-
monwealth, Yorkshire were up
against it. They responded magni-
ficently, defeating Middlesex 10-0,
Essex 9-1 and Kent 6-4. Alas, it
was not enough. Kent, who had
won all their matches at the first
week-end did not drop another
point after losing to Yorkshire to
take the Championship, with their
conquerors a gallant second.

Although final tables are not yet to
hand it looks highly probable that
two county teams will have won
their respective divisional titles. The
Junior 2nd team: Alaric Bassano,
Tony Miller, Chris Oldfield, Mat-
thew Connell, Ruth Bray and Caro-
line Dada in Junior 2A; and the
Veterans  Geoff Brook, Ron
Jackson, Carol Judson and your
scribe, Veterans 3A. Although
Steve Mills, 88%, Kevin Beadsley,
79% and Melody Hill, 75% finished
in the top five places of the Premier
Division individual - averages and
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along with Alan Fletcher combined
to take seven out of eight doubles
sets, the team has to be content
with third place which also looks
like being the final destination of the
senior 2nd team.

Several players have distinguished
themselves in recent weeks with
pride of place going to Mills on his
achievement of reaching the semi
of the men’s singles at the English
Closed after accounting for Graham
Sandley in the quarters. Steve also
captured the Yorkshire Closed
men’s title and then the Open at
Halifax when he accounted for
Steve McQueen 18, 17 in the final.
Melody Hill - Women's Singles and
Doubles with Chery! Buttery (Lincs}
and Tony Bottomley mixed class 3
singles winner were also on top
form. Joanne Shaw, Oldfield and
O'Driscoll have also had a very suc-
cessful time in recent tournaments
with relative newcomer to the top
section, Mark Ward (Sheffield)
placing well.

At local level perhaps the best per-
formance of the season was regis-
tered by David Indriks of Bradford
who also plays in the top division of
the Leeds League and the Airedale/
Wharfedale League. David has the
unique distinction of winning the
1985 Men's Singles in all three
Championships.

Three veterans who deserve a
special mention: Len Browning
who defeated the current Yorkshire
Closed Veterans’ Champion, lan
Walmsley 6 and 17 to take the Har-
rogate Veterans' title ; Don Kelly, for
coming back from 18-12 down
against Mick Burton in the Leeds
Vets' final to win in the decider, and
Jim Summerscales, the Barnsley
League Chairman and Yorkshire
Coaching Secretary, who still found
the time and energy to win the
Barnsley Vets' Championships. Had
the pleasure of watching Jim, Frank
Wesson and Brian Isam represen-
ting Barnsley Vets in a vital match
against Yorkshire League rivals for
the Vets 2nd Division title, Ponte-
fract/Castleford. (Alan Hanson,
Rowden Fullen and Don Kelly). It
was a fine match keenly and sport-
ingly contested with plenty of rem-
iniscing afterwards on what the
game was and what it is becoming.
Barnsley won 7-3, but both teams
were winners-in the things that
matter. Thank you gentlemen foran
enjoyable and instructive contest.

Three schools from the Yorkshire
and Humberside area have been
outstanding this season with their
efforts culminating in National
E.S.T.T.A. Team Championships:
Archbishop ~ Cranmer  Middle
School, Leeds, U-13 girls: Batty-
ford Middle School, Mirfield, U-13
boys {for second yearin succession)
and Sidney Smith High School,
Hull, U-16 girls. With such strength
in depth, Yorkshire players should
figure prominently in the English
Schools Dunlop Individual Champ-
ionships at Mansfield on May 5.

Local Leagues Championships

Harrogate
M.S: M. Emmerson bt R. Whiteley -10. 17. 22.
M.D: N. Pennock/R. Whiteley bt K. Bell/Emmerson
-22.13, 20.
U-17's: A. Whiteley bt N. Wakefield 12,15.
U-14's: A. Whiteley bt M. Nuttall 11,14,
V.S: L. Browning bt i. Warmsley 6.17.
W.S: Mrs. J. Whiteley bt Miss J. Whiteley.

Wakefield
M.S: S. Sharpe bt A. Ball 14,13.
W.S: J. Speight bt K. Burrows 18.14.
M.D: T. Watson/P. Tomlinson bt N. Cafferty/M.
Land 15.20
U-17’s: Bail bt M. Connell 16. 22
V.S: D. Townend bt G. Cooper.
Div. 1: C. lnman bt Cooper.
Div. 2: I. Exley bt M. Armstrong

Leeds
M.S: D. [ndriks bt P. Sanderson 16. -15, 20.
W.S: R. Baxter bt C. Howard 18, 17.
M.D: T. Dyson/K. Mkandla bt Sanderson/C. Render
17.17.
U-17 Singles: M. Connell bt T. Miller 14, -17. 17
U-17 Doubles: Connell/Miller bt J. Chew/P.Brown
8.14.

Other Winners:

€.G.S: J. Roberts {also U-14 Girls' doubles with
J. Harrison).

C.B.S: M. Conroy.

U-12 Boys: T. Stanton.

HULL & DISTRICT CLOSED

Three players retained their crowns
at the Hull and District T.T. A's
Handicap Divisional Champion-
ships finals held at Reckitts.

Second ranked Hull man, Joe
Naser extended his tenure in the
Premier Division to a third year with
a magnificent win after giving op-
ponent Trevor Pitts eight points
start in each game.

Coming back for a second succes-
sive championship were the two
youngsters from Hull Boys" Club,
Colin Hamilton and Shaun Carter,
ranked in the city's Junior list at four
and seven respectively.

And, with Steve Spicer (1), Paul
Gill (8). and Terry Hawkins {10) also
picking up winners awards. the
Boys’ Club brought their total to five
- an achievement of which coaches
Phil Rogers and Allan Barrett will be
justifiably proud.

lan Hazell, rated at seven among
the Juniors, was also among the
winners, edging out Martin Fisherin
Div. Six. While, after a break of a
year, David Temple returned to
Dansom Lane to claim the Div. Two
honours, thus making the huge
step-up from Div. Nine, where he
was champion in 1982/83 after
opening his account in Div. 13 a
season earlier.

Completing the taily of winners
were Norman Baynes (Fish Trades)
and Bryan Crombieholme (Reck-
itts), each. of whom brought a
second title to their club, and Brian
Addey, who stretched an unde-
feated run which goes back to the
start of the season.

CAUSE FOR CONCERN

Hull veteran, and former junior in-
ternational, Ron Jackson, one of
our game's sporting ambassadors,
must be wondering what a player
has to do to hold down a place in a
county team. At the beginning of
the season Ron came second in a
well attended county trial for the

veterans. He went on to put a great
deal of time and effort into two
more Yorkshire tournaments: the
Open and the Closed. He also
entered the Pontefract Open 1* and
came runner-up in the veterans’
event. In the meantime he reg-
istered 8 out of 9 wins (5 singles out
of 6 and 3 out of 3 doubles) in three
county matches - including two
against the strongest sides in the
division. For the final match against
one of the weaker sides, which
Yorkshire need to win to take the
Championship, . Ron has been left
out and, although he has not com-
plained he must be more than alittle
concerned at the treatment he has
received. ‘

Once again we draw near to the
end of another season so may | take
this opportunity of thanking all who
have contributed in any way to
‘Yorkshire Report’ and the many
friends | have met round the ‘table
tennis scene’ and about whom [ will
be keeping you all informed next
season.

ST. NEOTS WINTER LEAGUE
Wellingborough, with 64 points
from 9 matches, topped the Senior
Division of the St. Neots Winter
League, with Ely {57pts) the
runners-up. Bedford with 73 pts.
championed the Junior Division
with  Northampton (566pts) in
second place whilst, in the
Veterans' Division, St. Neots A with
57 pts. just pipped Cambridge with
56 pts. from their 9 match
sequence. .

WHAT'S ON AND WHERE

Sept
1 National League (1)
7/8 Lewisham 2-Star
8 Coventry Junior 1-Star
13/14 Quadrangular (Coatbridge,
Scotland)

14 County Trials
15 National League (2)
Milton Keynes U-21 Open

21 Wiltshire  2-Star  Junior
Open

22 Wiltshire  2-Star  Open
{Swindon)

25 European League - Division

1 -ENGLAND v AUSTRIA
North Bridge Leisure
Centre, Halifax

28 North of England 2-Star
(Stretford, Manachester)
County Championships
{(Junior) (1)

29 National League (3)

Oct

5/6 Sussex 2-Star (Hastings)
Calderdale 2-Star Junior
12/13 Lambeth 2-Star

Grove Junior 2-Star
(Market Drayton)

13 National League {4)

19 County Championships
(2)

19/20 Junior County Weekend

25/27 Polish Open (Olsztyn)

27 Junior Regional Trials









Halex League

Unity Leeds

L R
2nd Division South P w % 3rd South
1. Dave Constance (HCS) 28 28 100 EAE Waveney 4 Norwich Foxwood 4
2 Tony Clayton (HCS) 28 27 96.4 Playrite Northampton 7 Witham FC 1
3 Gary Lambert (HCS) 25 24 96.0 MBS St. Neots 1 Halex Lincoln 7
4. Richie Venner (TCBD) 28 23 821 Hassy Perfection Soham 4 Britannia Deepsure 4
5. Andrew Dodd (JF) 22 16 72.7
Rarmish Bhalla {JF} 22 16 727 3rd West
7 Graham Gillette {TCBD) 28 20 71.4 Pengelley Torbay 8 Launceston Kernow 0
Brian Garraway (TSPL} 14 10 71.4 Hereford Times 1 Olivers Shoes Hinckley 7
9. Chris Shetler (JF) 26 17 65.4 GKN Ladies 3 Jollitfe Poote 5
10. Michael Hammond (SNM} 22 14 63.6 Global Plymouth 5 Grove 3
11. Andrew Evans (CCH) 28 16 61.5
Phil Smith (TCBD) 26 16 61.5
13. Brian Jeanes (CCH) 28 17 60.7
* 3rd Division North P w %
1. Steve Sharpe (UB) 28 28 100
2. Matthew Connell (UL) 16 14 875
3. Tony Gelder (W) 14 12 85.7 ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION
4. Julian Gittens {UL} 20 16 80.0 HALEX NATIONAL LEAGUE
5. Michael O'Driscoif {UB} 14 11 78.6
6 Paul Sanderson (UL} 22 16 72.7 Final League Table - Season 1984-85
7 Neil Smith (VB) 22 14 63.6
8. John Hopkins {SY] 16 2l 68.8
9. Keith Mkandla [UL 22 14 63.6
*Excluding result of SY Il v Unity Leeds 19.5.85
3rd Division South P w %
1. John Burleton (NR) 24 21 875 PREMIER DIVISION P W DL F A Pts
2. Junior Facey (DSCR) 18 15 83.3 1. Thorn EMI Ellenborough 12 9 1-2 71 25 19
3 Andy Mitchell {LM) 28 22 78.6 2. Omega Reading | 12 9 1 2 64 32 19
Mike Ling {LM) 14 11 78.6 3. Ormesby | 12 8 1 3 62 34 17
5 Bobby Brown (LM} 26 20 76.9 4. GKN Steelstock Wolverhampton 12 5 3 4 50 46 13
6 Richard Beckham (C) 26 19 73.1 5. Jaques Fareham | 12 3 5 4 43 583 11
7 Tony Spain {LM) 24 17 70.8 6. Grove Market Drayton | 12 2 0 10 27 69 4
Les Wooding (AHWP) 24 17 70.8 7. Tibhar London 12 o 111 19 77 1
9. Jobn Dennison (DSCR} 28 19 67.9
10 Rupen Bole [NR) 26 17 65.4
1 Paul Amos (LMj 20 13 65.0 FIRST DIVISION P W DL F A Pts
12 David Goode (A) 28 18 64.3 1. Omega Reading Il 14 11 3 0 86 26 25
2. South Yorkshire | 14 11 3 0 85 27 25
3rd Division East P w % 3. Bath Toyota 14 9 3 211 M 21
1 Phil Logsdon (EAEW) 26 25 96.2 4. Birmingham Optical 14 8 0 6 64 48 16
2. John Kitchener (BD) 28 23 82.1 5. Dagenham F.C 14 4 2 8 51 &1 10
3. Richard Stevenson (NF) 26 21 80.8 6. MBS St. Neots | 14 3 2 9 40 72 8
4. Trevor Bunn {(EAEW} 22 16 72.7 7. Butterfly-Cardiff 14 1 3 10 30 82 5
Paul Gooding (BD) 22 16 72.7 8. Ormesby Il 14 0 212 21 N 2
6 Douglas Bennet [NF) 14 10 71.4
7 Richard Darnell (EAEW) 18 12 66.6 SECOND DIVISION NORTH P WDLF A Pis
8. Julian Wheel (HS) 26 17 65.4 1. Patsun Target Gold 14 12 1 1 7% 37 25
9 Robin Lang (WT) 0 13 65.0 2. March 14 6.6 269 43 18
10 Graeme McKim [PN] 28 18 64.3 3. Chan Construction 14 5 5 4 64 48 15
David Honor (NF} 14 g 64.3 4. GKN Steelstock Wolverhampton (I 14 5 5 4 62 50 15
- 12 Terry Dowsett {(WT} 22 14 63.7 5. Byker Newcastle ! 14 6 3 5 59 53 15
13 M. Stevenson (NF) 16 10 625 6. Sincil Lincoin 14 3 7 452 60 13
14 Brian Hill (HCL) 18 11 61.1 7. South Yorkshire Il 14 2 2 10 34.78 6
15. Andy Edmonds [PN) 20 12 60.0 8. Kingsbro’ Insurance Services 14 2 1 1133 79 5
3rd Division West P w % SECOND DIVISION SOUTH P W DL F A Pts
1 Graeme Hall {OSH) 28 26 92.9 1. Holts Carpets Salisbury 14 14 0 O 87 25 28
2 Paul Giles (PST) 26 24 923 2. TCB Dolphins 14 10 1 3 73 39 21
3 Jean Parker (GKN) (only lady) “12 86.7 3. Jaques Fareham |l 473 480 52 17
4 Paul Whiting (PST) 28 23 82.1 4. Cranfield Colours Halex 14 6 2 6 61 B 14
5 Malcolm Francis (PST) 20 186 80.0 5. TSP Larkhall 14 4.3 7 50 62 11
[} Mark Ellett (PST) 18 14 777 6. Gunnersbury Triangle 14 4 2 8 46 66 10
7 Gary Wilson (GSP) * 20 15 750 7. Omega Reading il 14 4 1 9 45 67 9
8. Maurice Newman (OSH) 28 20 71.4 8. Spicer New Malden 14 0 2 12 26 86 2
9. Darren Griffin (HT) 26 17 65.4 THIRD DIVISION NORTH P WDLF A Pts
0 Mark Owen (HT) 8 18 64.3 1. Unity Bradford 14 13 1 087 26 27
11 Stan Deakin (GMD] 16 10 62.5 2 Unity Leeds 14 11 0 3 77 35 22
12 Phi Smith (OSH) 26 186 615 3. Vickers Barrow 14 7 1 651 61 15
13 Rodney Thomas (JP) * Boom 811 4. South Yorkshire Il 14 7 0 753 53 14
* Played additionatly for PST 5. Washington 14 5 2 7 56 56 12
6. Ormesby IV 14 5 1 8 48 64 11
7. Ormesby Il 14 4 1 9 49 63 9
While every effort is made in the calculation of these players’ averages. the 8. Byker Newcastle I 41 013 26 8 2
au_thor would wish to apologise to anyone affected by any errors which  14,rp DIvISION SOUTH P WDLF A Pts
might occur. 1. Medway 14 12 2 0 83 29 26
RESULTS - ROUND UP 2. DSC Rams 14 9 1 4 70 42 19
Premier Division 3. Nittaku Ruislip 14 7 5 2 87 45 19
Thorn EMI Ellenborough 8 Grove 0 4. Cippenham 14 7 3 462 5 17
Jaques Fareham 7 Tibhar Larkhall 1 5. Ashford 14 2 5 7 45 67 9
Omega Reading 6 GKN Steelstock 2 6. Errey's Print ‘84 4 4 1 9 41N 9
1st 7. AHW Pioneers 14 2 3 9 44 68 7
Birmingham Optical 2 Omega Il 6 8. Abeng Warriors {Stiga} 14 2 2 10 36 76 6
EZEJ%‘:Z . 8?:1223? Fe g THIRD DIVISION EAST P v; IZJ L 3;; ern
1. EAE Waveney 14 1 Q
Ormesby 0 Omess 8 Played 18.5.85 2. Nomwich Foxwood 14 8 5 170 42 21
2nd North 3. Witham Town F.C 14 5 5 4 b9 63 15
March 8 South Yorks 1l 0 4. Britanmia Deepsure 14 4 6 4 54 58 14
Kingsbro [nsurance 1 Patsun Target Gold 7 6. Playrite Northampton 14 4 5 559 63 13
GKN Steelstock I 4 Chan Construction 4 6. MBS St. Neots Il 14 3 2 9 45 67 8
Byker 4 Halex Sincil Lincoln 4 7. Hassey Perfection Soham 14 3 2 9 45 67 8
8. Crusaders Lincoln 14 2 3 9 38 74 7
2nd South
Holts Carpets 6 Omega It 2 THIRD DIVISION WEST P W DL F A Pts
TSB Dolphins 7 Gunnersby Triangle 1 1. Pengeley Sports Torbay 14 12 2 0 8 26 26
Spicer New Malden 2 TSP Larkhall 6 2. Olivers Shoes Hinckiey 14 11 2 176 36 24
Cranfield Colours 4 Jaques Fareham 4 3. Hereford Times 14 5 6 3 57 55 16
4. Jollitfe Poocle 14 5 2 7 51 81 12
3rd North 5. GKN Steelstock Ladies 14 4 2 8 53 59 10
Ormesby Il 8 Byker 0 6. Grove Market Drayton 14 3 4 7 52 80 10
Washington 1 Unity Bradford 7 7. Global Sports Plymouth 14 5 0 9 45 67 10
South Yorks Il : 6 2 8. Launceston Kernow 14 1 211 28 B4 4
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No Ding-Dong at Ping-Pong

NO DING-DONG AT
PING-PONG
by Keith Soothill

Sport has become a familiar feature
i our national and local news-
papers. Up to eight pages in some
p pular newspapers are devoted
& clusively to the coverage of sport.
fowever, sport is certainly not
restricted to the $ports pages of our
newspapers. . Nowadays sports
stories are often news stories. Also
ha peccadilloes - sexual or
otherwise - of our sports stars are
often fodder for the gossip writers
and the diary columnists. The
George Best saga, the lan Botham
drug trial, the John McEnroe and
Tatum O’'Neal love match and. in-
evitably, the social problem of
football hooliganism are just a few
recent examples which most
readers - whether or not with a
general interest in sport - will have
noticed.

It is quite conceivable that the
general image of a sport is likely to
be constructed in the minds of the
public much more by events which
are reported in the news pages of
the papers than by reports in the
sports pages or by the specialist
magazines, such as Table Tennis
News, which serve the interest of
the committed enthusiast. Itis a sad
fact that the extremely selective,
perhaps distorted, probably ex-
aggerated items which appear in
the news pages of our national and
local newspapers will be virtually
the only information which the non-
sporting public will receive about
certain sports. So it becomes
important to ask what are the
images of sport which are being
portrayed in the news pages? Is
there a great variation from one
sport to the next? In an attempt to
begin to answer some of these
questions, | began a small research
programme in January of this year
and | am now in a position to give
some preliminary results of the
study. | am now in the process of
feeding back to individual sports
how their own activities fared in this
exercise. So, after indicating the
general resuits | want to focus
specifically on table tennis.

During 1985 | am carrying out a
project financed by The Nuffield
Foundation on the press coverage
of sexual offences, so having a
variety of newspapers available |
decided to carry out as an
additional study a detailed analysis
on how sport is portrayed to the
general public in the news pages of
seven newspapers - four national
dailies (Daily Mail, Daily Mirror.
Daily Star and The Sun) and three
local evening papers from different
parts of the country (London’s
Standard, the Coventry Evening
Telegraph and the Lancashire
Evening Post). In addition, for the
purpose of this article, | have also
considered the amount of coverage
of table tennis in the news pages of
five national Sundays (The
Observer, Sunday  Mirror,
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Sunday People, News of the
World and the Mail on Sunday)
and two  local weeklies (Lan-
caster Guardian and the Middle-
sex Chronicle). For a three-month
period (January - Marchj | identified
every item in the news pages where
sport was mentioned in some way.
‘News pages’ were defined as all the
pages except sports pages. no
notice, however, was taken of ad-
vertisements; similarly, any sporting
items in the TV and radio pro-
gramme  lists  were ignored.
Combining all the seven daily
newspapers on which | carried out
the detailed analysis they appeared
for a totalla of 500 days during the
period and, interestingly, at least
one football item appeared on 317
of these days. In short, one could
expect something on football to
appear rather more freguently than
every other day. A wide range of
sports was identified - 64 inall - but
it soon became evident that a few
sports tended to dominate the
proceedings. Apart from football
appearing on average at least every
other day, something appears on
athletics, horse-racing and cricket
on average at least once a week,
while rugby, boxing and tennis
feature at least once a fortnight. The
frequency of coverage of these
particular sports is shown as Table
1 which indicates that these seven
sports get a total of 800 mentions.

pages and gossip columns would
be severely disappointed. Some
might heave a great sigh of relief at
this news, for many might view the
absence of a sport from the front
pages as evidence that there are no
scandals or corruption - in short,
there is little amiss with the sport -
while the greatest concern should
be focused on any absence from the
back or sports pages. Thisisa point
to which we will return later.
Anyway, during the period of the
study | only managed to identify
four items of news or gossip which
mentioned table tennis. Interest-
ingly, badminton fared even worse -
or better? - for there is no evidence
of any mention at all of badminton
in the news pages of these news-
papers from January to March.
There was no trace of any mention
at all of table tennis in the news
pages of any of the five national
Sundays or two local weekiies
included in the study. Perhaps -
before being inundated with letters
pointing out my errors - | should just
make two qualifications. | noted the
sports only when one or at the most
two sports were mentioned in a
particular item (lan Botham, for
example, may be described as both
a Somerset cricketer and a
Scunthorpe footballer). If more than
two sports were mentioned, then
this entry was categorised as
‘general’. During the three-month

TABLE 1
Total Number of Mentions for Top Seven Sports

in the News Pages of Seven Newspapers

Daily Daily Daily The
Mail Mirror Star Sun
Football 51 51 a7 46
Athletics 23 14 17 16
Horse- 23 14 25 12
Racing
Cricket 13 14 13 14
Rugby 10 10 6 13
Boxing 15 9 12 6
Tennis 13 1n 14 1
Table - - 2
Tennis

Perhaps surprisingly, itis the Daily
Mail which has the most references
to those seven sports in the news
pages - to some extent this is
accounted for by the necessity of
finding gossip to fill the Nigel
Dempster Mail Diary. The Sun has
marginally fewer items than the
other three national dailies, but one
needs to remember that The Sun
failed to appear on six days owing
to an industrial dispute. Certainly,
though, there are somewhat fewer
items on sport in the local evening
papers compared with the national
dailies.

However, we are not concemed in
this article with these top seven
sports which get a fair amount of
coverage in the news pages. but
with the remaining 55 sports.

~ These other sports are quite clearly

‘also rans’, for they can only muster
a total of 5564 mentions between
them. For anyone expecting to see
much mention of their favourite
sport of table tennis in the news

Coventry Lancashire  The One
Evening Evening Standard Total Mention

Telegraph Post Every
45 41 36 317 2 Days
14 13 19 116 4 Days
7 1 1 97 5 Days
13 9 18 94 5 Days
9 10 3 61 8 Days
a4 9 4 59 9 Days
2 5 0 58 9Days

2 - 4 125 Days

period, there were 95 such ‘general’
items in which the mention of table
tennis may be buried away. If, for

instance, a new sports centre is
being opened., it is quite likely that
table tennis - among many other
sports - will be mentioned as being
available at these new facilities. The
other proviso is, of course, the
problem of human error - | may
have just missed the features on
table tennis! Anyway, very few
items mentioning table tennis could
be traced.

To give some indication of the
range of sports which are in a
somewhat similar situation to table
tennis, Table 2 provides some idea.
They are grouped in multiples of

seven for the reason that if
there is just one story on a
particular day which attracts

all the newspapers in the sample,
then this one story could account
for the total score of seven.
If, on the other hand, a sport
manages to squeeze into the next
category, then we know that there
was coverage on at least two days
in some newspapers, and so on.

There are, of course, problems in
defining what should be counted as.
a sport and perhaps some of the
activities included in Table 2 do not
fulfil some people’s idea of sport.
There is always a difficulty of quite
where to draw the line - in the
present study, dwarf-throwing was
not included and seemed beyond
the pale of civilised sport! Perhaps
even more contentious is how to
group sports - should, for instance,
billiards and snooker be regarded as
separate sports, should the two
rugby codes have been analysed
separately, and so on. There is no
end to this kind of academic
debate. Nevertheless, however the
sports are combined or separated,
there is no getting away from the
fact that table tennis provoked only
very limited interest in the news
pages of these national and local
newspapers. Table 2 illustrates the
considerable gap between the top
seven sports in terms of coverage
and the remainder of which
swimming is the first of the chasing
bunch. In contrast, table tennis
comes way down the list.

TABLE 2
Total Number of Mentions for each Sport
Over a Three-Month Period

50 and over Athletics; Boxing; Cricket; Football; Horse-Racing: Rugby;

Golf; Mountaineering; Sailing: Snooker and Billiards
Angling: Darts; Motor-Racing; Show-Jumping and Eventing

American Football; BMX Racing; Cycling; Field Sports;

Hockey; Ice-Skating; Martial Arts; Motor-Cycling;
Parachuting; Rowing; Water-Skiing; Weight-Lifting;

Tennis
43-49 {Nil)
36-42 Swimming {incl Water Polo)
29-35
22-28
15-21 Carriage-Driving; Skiing
8-14
Wrestling
1-7

Archery; Atherstone’'s Ball Game; Australian Rules;

Ballooning: Baseball; Basketball: Bowls; Canoeing; Croguet;
Falconry; Fencing; Frisbee; Go-Cart Racing;

Greyhound Racing; Gymnastics; Netball; Polo; Pool;

Real Tennis; Roller-Skating; Shooting; Shrove Tuesday Ball
Game; Skittles; Speedway, Squash; Stock-Car Racing:
Street Hockey; Sub-Aqua Diving; Table Tennis;

Ten-Pin Bowling; Triathlon; Volleyball; Wind-Surfing






John Prean writes . . .

FOR BETTER OR WORSE,
FOR RICHER OR POORER?

John Prean examines the lot of
the Professional Player
in England

* number of conflicting statements
i uve produced a fascinating puzzle.
Desmond Douglas was quoted as
follows in the National Press:
"...Some England Players are on the
Dole...| don't think the ETTA is
being run well enough as a business
as it should be. More money should
be coming into the Sport...” John
Woodford, Table Tennis Corres-
pondent of the Daily Telegraph,
which consistently gives our Sport
a good break, concluded that even
“the threat of a players’ walk out for
the third successive year cannot be
ruled out...”. Though this did not
materialise in THIS year's English
Closed. it did not point to a scene of
contentment which IS reflected by
Peter Charters who wrote in this
Magazine: "Life for England’s Top
Players has been and is continuing
to improve.”

Something does not add up
They cannot all be right, though
Des is our best player and he has
been around long enough to know
what is going on and John is a
widely published writer on Table
Tennis and Peter, a member of the
ETTA’s Inner Cabinet (the Man-
agement Committee) is already
spoken of as a future Chairman of
the ETTA.

The Search for the Facts

did not prove an easy one. Not only
can figures be presented and
interpreted in a number of ways, if
one persists too long, one loses
one’s readers before the conclu-
sions are reached. Let us get
straight to the heart of the matter: |
discovered that some years ago the
total squad pool for that season was
near to £25,000 which figure was
shared by members of the England
Squad of the day. perhaps 10 or 12
players, in the course of that
season. That was 5 or 6 years ago.
Today the total poolis no more than
£15,000.

Only the Unemployed
Whichever way you look at this, it
represents a massive cut. If you
allow for inflation, as OUR subs. to
the ETTA do, and if you speak of
REAL money, England players get
rather less than HALF of what they
did 5 or 6 vyears ago. To be fair,
levels in the current season were
higher than in 83/84; both seasons
represented very large reductions
compared with 197381 Only those
who went from good jobs into
unemployment  suffered  similar
cuts. | can think of no group of
workers who earn less than haif of
what they did 6 vyears ago.
Nevertheless that is the situation of
the English professional player.

Bronze Medal Aftermath
Neither did the pay cuts coincide
with diminished playing perfor-
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mances. On the contrary: The
biggest, cruellest cut came when
our players were most successful.
After the Golden Spring of Tokyo
{as recent as 1983) when our men
won the Bronze and our Ladies
were 6th in the World, when our
players reported after the Summer
Break, that was when they were hit
hardest. Their meagre allowances
were cut to shreds, in a number of
cases below dole levels. What
made the massacre all the more
sickening was that all this was done
against a background of euphoria
about our ‘fine, young players’ and
followed what were quite stunning
successes.

Scrooge as a Philanthropist
The grim reality was that what had
been done made Scrooge look like
a millionaire philanthropist. Much
as | want to believe Selector
Charters’ often repeated sunny
messages of good cheer, | cannot
forget the Summer of ‘83 when
everything looked so good and how
quickly it turned sour. | remember
the reactions of the players after
they were given their typical daily
allowances of £5 per day (and that
only whilst on England duty). The
dole seemed a positively luxurious
alternative. | remembered one
much praised member of the
successful  world championship
side who got exactly nothing, but
was still expected to be in regular
attendance at all those long far-
away training sessions.

Can we afford it?

The cry goes out that we cannot
afford these things, even what in
1979 seemed a good idea. The
ETTA has so many players to look
after ... in the local leagues. Why
should these subsidise those at the
top? In their own petty way. these
seem impressive arguments. The
truth is that the membership has
NEVER subsidised the elite. The
traffic has all been the other way.

An Act of Faith

When last year the membership
voted the ETTA vastly increased
funds, it was a heartening gesture
from the grass roots, a realisation
that the Sport needed help,
because it was in deep trouble. If it
is to amount to something again, if
it is to gain respect from the wider
public and the media, there is only
one route and that is via a strong
National Team. A few hours on the
‘Box’ each year, as happened during
1977 (World Championships,
Birmingham) and we would be on
our way again; certainly the decline
in membership figures would go in
reverse. Every Public Relations and
Advertising Man | speak to tells me
that, as does the ETTA's own
document (Table Tennis into the
1990’s) which contained a lot of
good sense. Herr Gab, the
President of the German Assoc-
iation, tells his members the same
thing. He is a former International,
and has been a member of the

Board of both the German Ford and
General Motors. Accept from him,
or our own ETTA, if you cannot
accept it from me, that our Sport
needs a strong National Team, that
this would benefit us all, that it
would help bring new members to
our clubrooms, which would
enable us to do more to improve
our clubs and enjoy the game.

Justice

But there is more to it than that: Itis
a matter of justice as well. The
ETTA derives a large part of its
income, up to £100,000 each year
from T.V., Sponsorship and The
Trade. Much, perhaps all, is
attributable  to the top
players. Without them we would
get little, perhaps  nothing.
Compare that with squad fees of
£15,000 arid the Scrooge links
become clearer, stronger. The case
is not only an economic one, itis a
moral one. Do we want the sport to
be run this way? Do we want 1o
profit from the players’ contribution
to the ETTA budget and at the same
time grind them into poverty?

Chariots of Fire

Sadly the days of the ‘Chariots of
Fire’ have gone forever. Sportsmen
today have to practise their sport
full-time if they want to compete at
international level. This means that
the Sport should provide enough to
live on and a littte more for the rainy
days when it is all over. If we say
that the Sport should be all-
amateur, it is a point of view ! could
understand and we might still beat
Iceland and Malta. | have no
sympathy with a governing body
that makes professional demands
on players, requiring their services
so often that they cannot hold down
a job outside the Sport, and yet
rewards them like amateurs. We
pocket - or put into the ETTA
Treasury - what they bring, but give
little back.

The Desmond Douglas Story
Many people have expressed
astonishment to me that the ETTA,
amidst pleas of poverty on so many
other occasions, should have found
£10.000 to keep Des in England
next season. | cannot agree with
these criticisms. If the ETTA can sell
only one event to T.V. and a
sponsor on the strength of the
Douglas name, it will be an
excellent investment. They will get
their money back and show a profit.
They have made a reasonable
commercial decision and we must
support them whenever they show
initiative. One must hope too that
they make the most of the great
player's presence and do not waste
him as a travelling target man in
successive 3-Star  Tournaments
and wear him out as the Bundesliga
never did.

The other side of the coin
So suddenly all money difficulties

seem to have melted away.
£10,000 could be found for
Douglas for one vyear, just as

£3.000 was found for Grubba for
one day {Charles Church). Among
the rest of England’s players £15
per day remained the top wage and
that for, perhaps. 100 or so days
each year. As one remarked to me,
they labour for one year to earn
from English Table Tennis what the
Polish Champion received in half a
day. One young player, who has
won a lot of matches for England
this season, actually has his
allowance cut by a third this season
compared with last, but, as they
say, that's show business, at least
as presented by our own ETTA.

Tolpuddle Martyrs

We all read of pockets of life in our
modern society that remind us of
Charles Dickens and the age of the
Tolpuddie Martyrs. Sadly | have
found another in  which our
England Team moves. Cushioned
at times by a supportive family or
sponsor, they battle on, but no one
seems to for very long. That picture
of the England Squad of 1982 tells
the story. Half have stopped playing
and no wonder! Yes, the players too
are to blame. No one will ship
THEM to Australia if they make a
stand, often they are so muchin love
with the sport, that little else
matters to them. Umpires and
Referees are represented on the
ETTA's Management -Committee
(not unreasonably), but players are
not. Sometimes you have to fight as
hard off the table as on. That is a
fact of life for the professional
sportsman and amateur officials are
not always on the same wave-
lengths and until players take more
interest and play an active part in
the sport, they will have little say.

No personal axe to grind

| hope the next chapter will not be
yet another batch of articles that tell
the readership what an immoderate
and flamboyant rotter { am or that |
am getting it all up for ‘my talented
son’. If the hit squad and the
sunshine boys come out in force,
nothing but disappointment awaits
them. I have no axe to grind except
wanting to see the Sport where it
belongs - in the sun instead of
where it is. For the players it is more
than a matter of money, but one of
pride as well. The old bromide
about shortage of money does not
wash, because it was there for
Douglas, for Grubba and various
other things. That sufficient money
was not found for the rest of the
players is due, in my view, to only
one thing: There was no will to do
so. It was unjust and it was bad
housekeeping.
































