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Sublime expressive gift: Andrea Motis, right, with Joan Chamorro

'Your name will be up
in lights soon, dear,'

congratulated a kindly old
lady on the way out

Amy Winehouse, Esperanza Spalding, and Roberto Fonseca were the
names tossed and bandied after a London debut of extraordinary charm
and maturity from the 19-year-old Spanish singer and multi-instrumentalist
Andrea Motis. While a modest Soho crowd was dwarfed by the audience
at the Barcelona Jazz Festival where she became, in 2012, the youngest
performer to headline, there was a communal tingle of recognition, that
we’d witnessed the start of something big.

Motis sings an already broad repertoire of standards, both American and Latin, with
a sprinkling of modern repertoire such as Amy Winehouse’s “You Know I’m No
Good”. This piece, an absolute treat for Motis’ voice, and Baden Powell’s “Samba
em Prelúdio”, an instrumental riot, were perhaps the most distinctive. A couple of
the American standards, especially “My Favourite Things”, worked slightly less
well. All that icky rhyming imagery is both a tongue-twister and a mind-bender for a
native English speaker; what a teenager from Barcelona is supposed to make of
phrases like “schnitzel with noodles” isn’t clear, and it didn’t become so during the
song. An album of Winehouse, however, would be very special.

That said, Motis’ voice was sublime, with a tone like grainy honey that becomes
liquid and aromatic upon warming. She was able to crescendo effortlessly from an
audible but not-too-thespian whisper to a balladeer's commanding heights in the
blink of an eye. Her command of phrasing was confident and creative, and she
wasn’t afraid to stretch the words in original ways. There’s also a pleasant but
perfectly comprehensible accent that adds something different to the English-
language songs; quite helpfully so, in the case of the most familiar standards. For
jazz and the reflective end of pop, it’s a superb instrument.

Motis was spotted at a music school run by
the bassist Joan Chamorro, and his quintet
now accompanies her. Playing double bass for
the first set, he was a calm hand on the tiller;
on tenor saxophone for “Samba em Prelúdio”,
and a couple of songs either side, he ripped
the tiller from its fixings and beat the band
about the head with it, with some monstering solos of domineering machismo.
Pianist Ignasi Terraza, who would in other circumstances have been top of the bill,
played some delightful melodic solo improvisation.

Musically, they were playing in a well-established, melodic swinging style - technical
cutting edges were kept out of harm's way - but it was often extremely beautiful, and
the melodic interplay between Terraza and guitarist Josep Traver captivating. Motis’
own instrumental work, on both trumpet and saxophone, is not yet at the level of her
singing, but the trumpet was used to vary and punctuate her vocal solos, and she
showed an instinctive gift for trumpet phrasing as lyrical as her voice.

“Your name will be up in lights soon, dear,” congratulated a kindly old lady on the
way out. Motis is now managed by the same team as Esperanza Spalding, who,
like Winehouse and the Cuban piano sensation Roberto Fonseca, also performed

Share

Motis’ voice
was sublime,
with a tone like
grainy honey
that becomes
liquid and
aromatic upon
warming

rating

related articles
Interview: 10 Questions for
Norah Jones

theartsdesk Q&A: Musician
Esperanza Spalding

Esperanza Spalding, Ronnie
Scott's

Norah Jones, Royal Festival
Hall

Arena: Amy Winehouse - The
Day She Came to Dingle,
BBC Four

explore topics
New music Reviews

jazz

share this article

Andrea Motis / Joan Chamorro Quintet, Pizza
Express Jazz Club
Teenage Spanish prodigy makes London debut, ready for the giant footsteps

0 Shareby Matthew Wright | Wednesday, 01 October 2014

VIEW DEALSVIEW DEALS

Subscribe to theartsdesk.com
Thank you for continuing to read our work

on theartsdesk.com. For unlimited access to every article in
its entirety, including our archive of more than 10,000 pieces,
we're asking for £2.95 per month or £25 per year. We feel it's

a very good deal, and hope you do too.

To take an annual subscription now simply click here.

And if you're looking for that extra gift for a friend or family
member, why not treat them to a theartsdesk.com gift

subscription?

CD: Natalie Imbruglia - Male
Former pop pixie goes 'mature and sophisticated' -
how does it suit?

Just in From Scandinavia: Nordic Music
Round-Up 14
Edgy Icelanders, an atmospheric Swede, an instantly
memorable Norwegian and much more

theartsdesk in New York: Folk City
Bringing it all back home: NYC as a folk-music hub in
the Fifties and Sixties

Reissue CDs Weekly: Stax Soul Sensations
Soul devotee Ian Levine compiles his picks of the
Memphis label

CD: Blancmange - Nil By Mouth
Unexpected instrumental interlude from low-profile
1980s electro-pop act

Hot August Night: The Beatles at Shea
Stadium
Fifty years ago today, The Beatles played their
largest-ever concert

CD: Public Enemy – Man Plans God Laughs
Hip Hop's grand masters produce their best in
almost a decade

theartsdesk at Wilderness Festival 2015
The Waitrose of festivals offers the best of most
things, just this side of self-parody

theartsdesk on Vinyl: Volume 8 - Björk, Joy
Division and more
From Nashville garage punk to Dutch techno, the
plastic that matters

CD: The Strypes – Little Victories
Irish garage blues firebrands lose their way on album
number two

CD: Iris DeMent - The Trackless Woods
Russian poetry Southern country style

theartsdesk at Forgotten Fields 2015
New festival has much to sort out if it's to have a
future

more new music

de Isla
Favignana?
Hotels from
€82.00

This site uses cookies. By continuing to browse the site you are agreeing to our use of cookies. This site uses cookies. By continuing to browse the site you are agreeing to our use of cookies. ACCEPT COOKIESACCEPT COOKIES Find out more aboutFind out more about

cookiescookies

Andrea Motis / Joan Chamorro Quintet, Pizza Express Jazz C... http://www.theartsdesk.com/new-music/andrea-motis-joan-c...

2 de 3 17/8/15 15:56



This site uses cookies. By continuing to browse the site you are agreeing to our use of cookies. This site uses cookies. By continuing to browse the site you are agreeing to our use of cookies. ACCEPT COOKIESACCEPT COOKIES Find out more aboutFind out more about

cookiescookies

Andrea Motis / Joan Chamorro Quintet, Pizza Express Jazz C... http://www.theartsdesk.com/new-music/andrea-motis-joan-c...

3 de 3 17/8/15 15:56


