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The Greotest lrish Film (Beckett's "Film")

fhe Problem

ff it is true' as the Irish Bishop Berkeley said, that to be is to be per-
sived (esse est percipi), is it possible to escape perception? How does
me become imperceptible?1

fhe History of the Problem

se might imagine that the whole story is that of BerkeleS who had
rnough of being perceived (and of perceiving). The role, which could
mly have been played by Buster Keaton, would be that of Bishop
Berkeley. or rather, it is the transition from one Irishman to another,
&'m Berkeley who perceived and was perceived, to Beckett who had
erhausted "all the joys of percipere and percipi."2 \7e must therefore
lropose a cutting of the film (or a distinction of cases) that differs
dightly from the one proposed by Beckett himself.

fhe Condition of the Problem

There must be something unbearable in the fact of being perceived.
b it the fact of being perceived by a third party? No, since possible
perceiving third parties recoil once they realize they are being per-
cived, not simply by each other, bur each one by himself. Thus there
dn something intrinsically terrifying in the fact of being perceived, bur
mhat?
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